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HE TransLaTion of the New TesTAMENT, 
which is here delivered to the public, hath 
employed the ftudy and application of fome 
years. Nothing hath been wanting that my 
abilities, and the corrections of my learned friends, could 
give this publication, to render it worthy the acceptance 
of the candid and intelligent Chriftian. But as it is 
impoflible to forefee what reception this work will meet 
with from the world, I deem it prudent to conceal the 
names of thofe learned friends who peruted the whole or 
part of the manutcript, and whar their fentiments were 
of the execution and utility of the defign, though the 
‘mention of their names would do me honour, as fome 
of them have detervedly attained the firft eminence in 
the republic of letters. I begun and purfued the un- 
dertaking upon this plan, viz. To tranflate the facred 
writers of the New Teftament with the fame freedom, 
impartiality, and elegance, with which other tranflations 
from the Greek claflics have lately been executed, and 
to cloathe the genuine ideas and doctrines of the Apoftles 
with that propriety and per{picuity, in which they them- 
felves, I apprenend, would have exhibited them had 
they vow lived and written in our language. The true 
meaning-and defign ct each author hath been ftrictly and 
impartially explored, the fignification and force of the 
Greek Original hath been critically obiervéd, and, as 
much as poifible, transfufed into modern Eneglith, and 
the whole facred volume elucidated and explained upon 
a new and rational plan, with telect Notes, critical and 
explanatory. The reader is defired ever to bear in mind, 
that this is not a veréa/ tranflation, but a //dera/ and a}~ 
fufive verfion of the facred claflics, and is calculated to 
aniwer the purpole of an explanatory paraphrafe as well 
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as a free and elegant tranflation. Every fcholar knows; 
that the idioms and ftructure of the avztzent are fo efien- 
tially different from the sodern languages, that a /rteral 
and fervile verfion of any Greek and Latin author mutt 
necefiarily be barbarous and unintelligible. 

The method I purfued was this. I frf? carefully 
perufed every chapter to inveftigate and difcover the oNE 
true meaning of the author with all the accuracy and 
fagacity I could employ, attending to his reafoning, and 
to the principles and doétrines he detigned to inculcate, 
ever confulting the beft commentators upon abftrufe 
paflages, and conftantly imploring the infinite Sourcr 
of light and wifdem to illuminate my imperfect under- 
ftanding. When I apprehended I had found out the 
true fignification of the Original, and the preer/e ideas of 
the writer at the time he wrote, my 7ext {tudy was to 
adorn them in fuch language as is z6w written, and to 
transfufe them through the medium of a Jiberal and cx- 
planatory verfion. So that my frff view always was 
with impartiality and critica] attention to difcover the true 
fenfe of my author; my wexf view, to cloathe his ideas 
in the veft of eden elegance. Elegance of diction, 
therefore, hath ever been eoatnlted. but never at the 
expence of that truth and fidelity, which ought cver to 
be facred and inviolable in an interpreter of Scripture. 

It is pleafing to observe, how much our language, 
within theie very few years, hath been refined and po- 
lifhed, and what infinite improvements it hath lately 
received. ‘The writings of Hume, Rotertfon, Lowth, 

yttelion, Hurd, Melmoth, Fobnfon, and Hawk<fwarth, will 
ftand an everlafting monument, of what grace and purity 
in dition, of wha ake elegance mid harmony In arrange-~ 
ment, and of what copiouineis and fireneth In compo- 
fition, cur language is capable ; and the writings of ‘hele 
learned and illuftrious authors are not only a difti: iuithed 
honour and ormaament to their country, but in point of 
true excellence and fublimity will bear the feverett cri 
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tical comparifon with the politeft writers of Greece and 
Rome. The author knew it to be an arduous and in- 
vidious attempt to make the phrafe of thefe celebrated 
writers the vehicle of infpired triths, and to diffule over 
the facred page the elegance of modern Englith, con- 
{cious that the bald and barbarous language ‘of the old 
vulgar verfion hath acquired a venerable facrednefs from 
Jength of time and cultom, and that every innovation of 
this c capital nature would be generally ftigmatized as the 
laftand moft daring enormity. But notw ‘ithftanding this 
perfuafion, he flattered himtelf that fuch a ‘Tranflation 
of the New Teftament might induce perfons of a liberal 
education and polite tafte to perufe the facred volume, 
and that fuch a verfion might prove of fignal fervice to 
the caufe of truth, liberty, and Chriftianity, if men of 
cultivated and improved minds, efpecial ly YouTu, could 
be allured by the innocent ftratagem of a modern fiyle, 
to read a book, which is now, ala | too generally ne- 
olected and difregarded by the young and gay, 45.4 Vo 
foe containing little to amule and delic! ee and furnifh- 
ing a ftudy congenial only to the gloom o t old age, or 
to the melancholy mind of a de {ponding vifionas ry 
What animated and inipied me through the whole 
work, was the plealing thought, that by the execution 
of this defign, I might, through the b.cfing of God, 
engage the ne Carina os to adinire and ete 
the facred claflics, to underitund the duties, doétrines, 
and difcoveries of the gofpz2l, and to venerate Chriftia~ 
nity as the caute of God, of truth, of virtue, of liber- 
ty, and of immortality. 

This is the First Arrempr of this nature in our 
language, and this confideration, I noe wWul entitle i¢ 
to the learned reader's candour ands indulgence. In this 
undertaking, Cajtalio was my precedent and pattern. I 
have aterpted In Baglf/e, what Coffalio executed in 
Latin. Caftatio hath Aeicnued well of mankind for tran{ 
lating the Scriptures in a pure, elegant, and dittufive oe 
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The relation and mutual dependence of detached fen- 
tences, and the feveral diftinct deductions in a train of 
argumentation, I have pointed out and elucidated by the 
incidental infertion of a few connective words or par~ 
ticles. The obicure patlages that varioufly occur, I have 
attempted in the body of the Tranflation to explain and 
illuftrate in a perfpicuous and explicit manner. I have 
carefully explored and have endeavoured, upon rational 
principles, clearly to exhibit the reafoning of St. Paul in 
the Romans and Galatians. The old aiaition of chapters 
and verfes I have been perfuaded, contrary to my own 
judgment, to retain, but I have every where fignified 
to the reader, by the manner of printing and punctuation, 
when they are erroncous; and I have divided the whole 
into fecfions. The parallel paflages, and iluftrations of 
particular phrafes and modes of expreflion from the 
Greek and Latin clailics, I collected in reading the an- 
tients, and J have generally {pecitied the page and ed- 
éicn trom which they are cited. 

I can truly fay, and I appeal to that Being for my. 
fincerity, before whom I mutt very fhortly appear, that 

iny firft and prinary defign in this work was to exhi- 
bit the Chriftian Relizion in its native purity and original 
fimphicitv, unadulterated with human {fyflems, creeds, 
doctrines, and modes of faith. In this work IT have 
confidered myifclf as belonging to no one party, fect, 
and denamimation of Chrifuans, but have given a fair 
and honett verfion of the divine Volume, juft as it [ 
had (at down to tranitate Plato, 2 ‘onophon, Tiucydides, 
Pistarch, ov any cther Greek writer, with a mind exempt, 
as much as frail humanity can be exempt, from preju- 
dices and prepotictiion, and folely intent upon invetii- 
gating and difcovering truth. 

everyone mets be -conviiiced,.. thata Tansiuleand=ac- 
curate veifion oo any writer ia a dead language is futh- 
aene for unde aiding the meaning and eu iy of that 
author, ane that the fdelit y-ol fuch stra ator entirely 
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faperfedes all the tedious explications and laborious idle- 
nefs of dull and heavy commentators. The author, 
therefore, prefumes to affert, that the New Teftament 
at{clf, if carefully and candidly perited, with a mind open 
to the reception of truth, will, by all rational and intel- 
ligent Chriftians; be judged to conduce to a more clear 
and comprehentive knowledge of Chriftianity than thote 
voluminous critics, paraphratts, illuftrators, and interpre- 
tors of the facred Scriptures, who have, in general, done 
more harm than good, as the majority of them have 
ftrenuoully laboured to make Jefus Chrift and his Apo- 
files, Papi/ls, or Lutherans, or Calvinifis, and have been 
more ftudious to wreft the Scriptures to their precon- 
ceived notions, than to adjuit their religious fentiments. 
by the plain dictates of reaion and the infallible rule and 
Sandard of the divine oracles. Within thefe few years 
what dire inundations have we feen rufhing from the 
prefs and deluging the public, of Commentators upon 
the Scriptures, Explanations of the Holy Bible, the Royal 
Bitie with notes, the Grand complete Bible, the Grand 
¥mperia! Bible! fome the jobbs of mercenary Booktfellers, 
others the fickly dreams of illiterate Enthufiafts and en- 
tranced Vifionaries, and the generality of them, the 
finitter production of dark and melancholy Divines, the 
bigotted abettors of unintelligible myfteries and un{crip- 
tural abfurditics. But notwithftanding this melancholy 
fiate of Religion, and this general corruption of pure 
and primitive Chriftianity, yet, blefed be God, Liperty, 
Kericrous Liperry, has ftill a temple in the breaft 
of thoufands, and the love of truth, as zé 7s 72 “Fefus, and 
pot in human creeds, is warm and vigorous in the bo- 
foms of immenfe numbers of my happy countrymen ! 
Macy of thefe worthy fouls have encouraged me. The 
thought of them, and their caufr, has ever in{fpired me 
with ardour and animation in my fludies. For thefe I 
have tranilatea the New Tresrament. ‘Thefe, and 
thelc alone will be my readers. The patronage and pro- 
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tection of thete hath enabled me, and will ever enable 
me, to look down upon the iliberal fcurrility and impotent 
fury of the uncharitable bigot with Chrittian contempt. 
In fine, fince deifm, inndelity, and {cepticif{m, fo much 
prevail in the prefent age; fince even popery zow hath 
its public afferters and advocates; fince enthufafm is 
continually duping and enflaving the credulous and igno- 
rant, both among the great vulgar and the fmall, and is 
daily making a more rapid and amazing progrels all 
around us ; fince rational Chriftianity is, at prefent, re- 
garded with fo much contempt, and even horrour, by 
the generality of the world ; and fince a love of unin- 
telligible myfteries, and a fondacl fs for gloomy and in- 
explicable doétrines, have, with the majority, difcarded 
reafon and common fenfe from religion, the author flat- 
ters himfelf the prefent work will be ufeful to his coun- 
try, in which it hath been his ftudy to tree the New 
TesTAMrNT from. thofe talte tranflations, which, at 
prefent, deform it, and render it abfolutely unintelligible 
to all common readers; to purify its facred {treams from 
thofe corrupt admixtures, by which it was induftrioufly 
fuited to the falfe tafte of the Monarcu and of the 
age, in which it was tranflated; to reprefent it, as it 
really is, in itfelf, a moit rational, uniform, amiable, 
confiftent {cheme ; and to exhibit, betere the candid, the 
unprejudiced, and the intelligent of all parties, the true, 
original, divine form of Chriitianity, in its beautiful fim- 
plicity, divefted of all the meretricious attire with which 
it hath been loaded, and folely adorned with its native 
elegance and charms, which need only be contemplated, 
in Grae to excite ele admiration, tran{port, and love of 
every ingenuous and virtuous bofom. 
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David is from Abraham. 
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H E following is 

a table of the ge-| 9 
nealogy of Jefus } 
the Meffiah, who is lineally 
defcended from David, as 


. Abraham 
» Haae 

. Jacob 

. Judas 


. Phares 
. Efrom 


Aram 


. Aminadab 
. Naaffon 
. Salmon 


. Booz 
. Obed 
. Jeffe 


. David 


. Solomon 


Roboam 
Abia 
Afa 


Wot, 


If 


1 


14 


16 
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Jofaphat 


» Joram 
. Ozias 


» Jotham 
. Achaz 
. Ezechias 


. Manaffes 
. Amon 
. Jofias 


. Jehoiakim: about 


the time of the 


captivity. 
. Jehoiakin 
. Salathiel 

. Zorobabel 


. Abiud 
. Ehakim 
. Azor 


. Sadoc 
. Achim 
. Eliud 


. Eleaza? 
. Matthan 
. Jacob 


. Jofeph 
. Jefus 
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17 So that from this table 
you fee that there were four- 
teen generations in all, from 
Abraham to David——from 
David alfo to the Babylonith 
captivity there were jult four- 
teen gencrations—there were 
likewife exactly fourteen from 
the captivity to the Meffiah. 


§—1S THE conception of 


Jefus the Meffiah was in this 

jupernatural manner— Mary 

his Mother had been efpout- 

ed to Jofeph, but before they 

cohabited 4, it was difcovered 

that fhe had become preg- 
nant by the holy Spirit. 

1g But her hufband Jofeph 
being a compaffionate man, 
and unwilling to expote her 
fhame to the world, intended 
to repudiate her in a private 
manner. 

20 As he was revolving 
thefe thoughts in his mind, 
Jo! an angel of Gud appcare ( 
to him in a dream and {poke 
thus—O Jofleph, Son of Da- 
vid | hefitate not to admn 
and treac Mary as thy lawful 
wife, for fhe hath conceived 
trom the holy Spirit, 

21 and fhe fhall give birth 
to a fon, whom thou fhalt 


2 This is the meaning of cuvsa9ir. 
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Plutarch. Eunien.. p. 105. 
Pompeius. p. 1182. 


of Jesus Chapsi. 
call Jefus, for he fhall fave 
his people from their vices. 
22 Now the whole of this 
amazing event was exactly 
fimilar to another inftance, 
which is recorded by an in- 
ipired prophet in thefe words: 
23 Behold! a pure vireta 
hall be preenant, and fhall 
bring forth a fon, who fhall 
be called Lyananuel, which 
cranflated fignifies, God is 


‘cowth us. 


24 When Jofeph awoke, 
he acted according to the di- 
rection of the angel, and took 
her to wife: 

25 But refrained from all 
conjugal embraces ° ull her 
delivery — He cailed her fon 


Telus. 


CITAP. II. 


l ee the reign of Herod 

was Jefus born in Beth- 
lechem of Judea—at which 
eaflern Philofo- 
phers came to Jerulalem— 
and faid, 

2 Direct us where we may 
hnd him who is lately born 
to be the king of the Jews ; 
tor having feen his ftar in 


Ars cuver9avris Tenverotsyeh ce 
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Chap. i. 
the eaft, we are come to pay 
him adoration. 

3 At thefe words king He- 
rod and all Jerufalem were 
{truck with the utmoit con- 
fternation. 

4 The king then imme- 
diately convoked an aflembly 
of all the high priefts and 
Jewiflr clergy, and anxioufly 
interrogated them concerning 
the place where the Met- 
fiah was to be born. 

& They told him that the 
place deftined for his nativity 
was Bethiechem of Judea— 
for it was exprefsly mention- 
ed by an infpired prophet in 
thefe words, 

6 - Or thou. Bethlehem! 
thou art in no refpect infe- 
riour to the firit and moft 
renowned cities of Judea ; for 
thou fhalt give birth to a 
great prince, whole govern- 
ment ihall extend over my 
people Hrael.” 

7 The king, upon hearing 
fo plain and direct a prophe- 
fy, privately fent for the phi- 
lofophers, and ° fifted from 
them the exaét time, when 
the {tar firft appeared to them 
in their country. 


¢ This is the meaning of nyesCwoe. 
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8 And when he difnified 
them, he faid, Go to Jeth- 
lehem, and make the moft 
diligent enguiries you are 
able cancerning this infant, 
and when you have found 
him, give me immediate 
information, that I may fly 
to him, and join with you in 
mutual adorations. 

9 No fooner were they 
parted from the king and 
beeun their journey, but be- 
hold! the ijuminous  ftar, 
which they had feen in the 
ealt, advanced before them 
—which they followed, ‘tll 
they jay it fixed over the 
houfe, where the child was. 

10, The appearance of this 
ftar * filled them with inex- 
preffible cranfport. 

ir Entering therefore the 
houfe, to which ic had di- 
rected them, and teezao the 
child and his mother, they 
proftrated themieives before 
him, and paid him homage: 
and opening their treafures 
they made him rich pre- 
fents *, confilting of geld, 
frankincenle, and myrra. 

12 After they had in this 
refpectful manner teft.fied 


By his enquiries he made himfelf 


acquainted with the exa# time that the far fir? appeared, in order that 
he might perfectly knew the age of the infant, and murder all the chil- 


dren of his age in the town. 


4 This ftar muft neceffarily have been but a little above their heads : 
otherwife it could not have indicated to the Macians a particular houfe. 
¢ This was agreeable to the oriental cultom, which obtains univerfally 


in the caft to this day. 
prefent. 


None waits upon an eastern prince without a 
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their fenfe of the dignity of 
his perfon, divine providence 
admonifhed them in a dream 
not to go back to Herod — 
So they returned into their 
own country by a different 
road. 

13 After their departure, 
an angel of God appeared to 
Jofeph in a dream, and thus 
ipokc. Rife immediately— 
take the child and his mother 
——hafte into Egypt, and con- 
tinue there, *till I give thee 
notice to return—for Herod 
is going to make ftrict fearch 
for theinfant, and intends to 
murder tt. 

14 Roufed by this divine 
admonition he got up 
took his wife and the infant 
in the night, and made a 
precipitate flight into E- 
ype: 

15 where he lived till He.- 
rod’s deceafe—So that one 
may fitly apply to him an 
expreflion of one of the pro- 
phets— I have called my fon 
out of Egypt. 

§—16 But when Herod 
found himfelf deluded and 
difappointed by the phrlofo- 
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phers, he was dreadfully ex- 
alperated, and immediately 
fene affaMins and butchered 
all the infants, that were not 
only in Bethlehem, but in all 
its furrounds, {paring none 
that were two years old, or 
under that age, as he had 
accurately examined the Ma- 
gians concerning the age of 
the child. 

17 So that the horrours 
of this fcene exactly corre- 
fponded to the following de- 
fcription of a like mournful 
calamity, that occurs in the 
prophet Jeremiah. 

18 “ A loud voice of 
onlef was heard in Rama, 
fhrieks and cries and piercing 
lamentations. Rachel de- 
ploring the murder of her 
children, and quite incon- 
folable for her irreparable 
lois 

§—19 Wuen Herod was 
dead, the Angel of God ap- 
pearing again in a dream to 
Jofeph, 

20 thus accofted him. 
Rife—take the babe and 
his mother, and return into 
H{rael—for thofe who thirfted 


f Let it fuffice, once for all, to obferve, that the writings of the old 
Jewifh prophets, which abound in fine defcriptions, poetical images, 
and fublime diction, were the Clajics of che later Jews, and in the ay 


fequent ages all their writers aftected allufions to them, borrowed their 
images and defcriptions, and very often cited their very words, wher 
recording any event or circumi{tance that happened in the hiftory of the 
perfons whofe lives they were relating, provided it was fimilar and pa- 
rallel to one that happened in the times, or was defcribed in the books 
of the antient prophets. 


*: for 


Chap. i. 
for the infant’s blood are now 
no more. 

21 In obedience to the 
divine command, therefore, 
he returned into the land of 
Ifrael., 

22 Being, however, in- 
formed that Archelaus was 
his fucceffour in the kingdom, 
he was afraid to approach 
Judea in confequence, 
therefore, of a divine admo 
nition he retired to Galilee, 

23 and lived in a town 
called Nazareth—by this cir- 
cumftance verifying the pre- 
dictions of the prophets, that 
the Meffiah fhould be brought 
up in a mean and inglorious 
obfcurity. 





Cra. dil, 


I URING the time 

that Jefus lived in 
this private retreat, John the 
Baptift made his appearance, 
publifhing this folemn_ pro- 
clamation in the wilderneis of 
Judea,.- 

2 ‘* Repent, for the king- 
dom of the Meffiah is juft at 
hand !” 

3 This is that extraordi- 
nary perfon, who 1s defcribed 
in a paflage of the prophet 
Efaiah in thefe words, ‘* Hark! 
the voice of a public crier in 
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the wildernefs, Prepare a way 
for the Meffiah, make an eafy 
path for his facred fteps!” 

4 John affected creat plain- 
nefs in his drefs, and great 
fimplicity and aufterity of 
manners, wearing a gar- 
ment made of camels hair, 
tied with a girdle of leather, 
and his food was locufts and 


wild honey. 
5 Immediately upon this 
public proclamation there 


flocked to him vaft crowds 
from Jerufalem, and from all 
Judea, and all the adjacent 
country of Jordan, 

6 and they were all baptiz- 
ed by him in Jordan, making 
penitent conteffion of their 
fins. 

7 In that vaft concourfe 
that reforted to his baptifm 
were mingled great numbers 
of Pharifees and Sadducees, 
perfons of the moft abandon- 
ed principles and charadters 
—at the fight of whom John 
broke out into this exclama- 
tion, O profligate and hypo- 
critical wretches, who admo- 
nifhed you to fhun the im- 
pending calamities 4 ? 

8 If you come hither as 
profeffed penitents, fhow the 
fincerity and genuinenefs of 
your repentance by a good life: 

g And do not value your- 
felves upon having Abraham 


@ John refers to the deftruction of Jerufalem in this and the 1oth and 


y2th verfes. 
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for your great progenitor, 
for Ged is able even from 
thefe ftones to form a race of 
meninfinitely more worthy ot 
Abrahem, who fal inheiit 
his virtues, and whofe lives 
fhali reflect dignity upon his 
Syuracter. 

10 The ax is this momeni 
lying at che tree’s root 
very tree that doth not bear 
goou fruit, is immediately to 
be cut down, and thrown in- 
to the fire. 

11 1 baptize you indeed 
only wish water in order to 
repentance; but my fucce:- 
four is a perfonage of in- 
finitely greater dignity, to 
when I am not worthy to 
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14 Buc fohn rerufed his 
requeft, ailedging that he 
hinuelf ought rather to be 
bapuzed by a perfon of fuch 
fuperiour dignity and emi- 
nence. 

15 To thefe remonttrances 
Jefus replied, “It is necef- 
fary for me to be initiated by 
this ceremony into my public 
miniftry, and incumbent up- 
on me to fet before men an 
example of univerfal virtue” 
—Upon this John admitted 
hin. 

16 Jefus, therefore, being 
baptized came immediately 
out of the water —and be- 
hold! the heavens opened 
over his head, and the fpirie 


Chap. iv. 


do the meaneft c'ice—he will i of God deicended with the 


baptize you with th 
Spirit and with fre’. 

72 With his fan he will 
winnow and thoroughly clear 
his crops, will cellect and 
carefully depofit the gooa 
erain in his ftorehoule, but 
the chaff he wul burn up and 
utterly confume with fre un- 
quenchable. 

§—13 Ar that time Jefus 
alfo takes 


holy 


a journey trom Ga- 
lilee to fordan, and defires 
John co adminiter the cffice 
of baptifm co him. 


h See Adts 11. 3. 4. 


rapidity of a dove, and refted 
upon him. 

17 And at the fame time 
a voice iflued from the parted 
clouds faying, Zhis is my 
beloved Son, the amiable ob- 
jecvot my-attection ! 


Cite AV. 
t COON after this Jefus 


was thrown into a pro- 
phetic trance, and was ina 
vifion tranfported into the 
wildernefs to be tempted by 

the devil", 
2 where, 


i All this pafface in Chrift’s hiftory from the firft Verfe to the s2th 


1s the narrative of a viton. 


The antient prophets relate vifionary re- 


prefentations 2s hifloricai fafts; and the being carried by the /pirit and 
Ad ty the Airit are phrases that very often cccur in the prophets, and 


fignify 


Chap. iv. 

2 where, after having fatt- 
ed forty days and forty nights, 
and being excruciated with 
hunger, 

3 the tempter, as he 
thought, came to him and 
faid, ‘* Since thou art the fon 
of God, convert thefe {tones 
into bread.” 

a Yo whom Jefus replied 
in the words of Scriprure, 
¢ The animal life of mar. 
may be {uttained not by ivod 
only, byt by any other means 


that the will of God fhall fee | 


k 9? 


proper to appoint". 

5 The devil then, he 
thought, conveyed him thro’ 
the air to Jerufalem, and 
placed him on one of the bat- 
tlements of the temple’, 

6 and taid to him, ‘‘ Since 
thou art the Mefiah throw 
thyfe!y down, for the Scrip- 
ture jays, ‘* Angels fhall be 
appointed to protect thee, 
they fhall fupport thee, and 
prevent thee from being 
dafhed in pieces.” 

7 jets, replied... ** here 
is another fcripture which fays, 
Thou fhalt not infult Gad’s 
providence by rufhing into 
danger.” 
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8 The devil then, he 
thovght, traniported him to 
the fummit of a mountain of 
prodigious height, and fhew- 
ed him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and all the fplen- 
dour and magnificence of 
them: 
then turned to him and 
faid, ‘* All thefe exienfive 
and populous countries I will 
give thee, 1t thou wilt pro- 


Nitrate thyfelf, and pay me 


religious adoration.” 
10 To which propofal 


‘Jefus anfwered with indig- 


nation, ‘* Thou wicked ad- 
verfary ! depart from me 
—for the infpired word of 
truth fays, ‘‘ Thou fhalt wor- 
fhip and obey no other being 
but the fupreme God and 
governour of all.” 

11 Upon this, he thought, 
the devil left him, and that 
angels came and fupplied him 
with refrefhment. | 

§—12 Wuen Jefus was 
informed that John was im- 
prioned, he retired into 
Galilee ; 

12 and leaving Nazareth, 
he refided in Capernaum, a 


fignify an ideal and fcenical exhibition of images upon the mind of 


the entranced prophet. 
Lib. 3. 146—173. 


See a fimilar inftance to this in Virgil Eneid 


k As in the cafe of Afofes, Exod. xxiv. 18. and of Elijah, 1 Kings 


xix? 8. 


' Of what a ftupendous heicht this was fee Jofeph. Ant. 19. Lib. 1s. 


Chern $5. 


p- 12. Reimar. 


See allo Strvdc, p. 762. Paris. and Dicn Cafhus, Tom. I. 
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maritime 
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maritime town in the con- 
fines of Zabulon and Neph- 
thalim. 

14 So that to the refi- 
dence of the Meffiah in this 
country one may with ereat 
propriety adapt the following 
paffage in the prophet Efaiah, 

15 **O thou country of Za- 
bulon and Nephthalim, feat- 
ed on the fea fhore beyond 
Jordan; thou Galilee on the 
borders of the Heathens, 

16 thine inhabitants, who 
had long been involved in 
darknefs, faw at once the 
chearing beams of divine 
light burft upon them, which 
difpelled from thy regions, 
the fhades of that denfe and 
uncomfortable ob{curity that 
once covered them.” 

17 Here it was that Jefus 
firft entered upon his public 
miniftry, and began openly to 
exhort men to repent and re- 
form their lives, affuring 
them that the kingdom of the 
MeMfiah would very foon be 
erected, 

§—i8 As Jefus was walk- 
ing along the fea fhore of Ga- 
lilee, he faw two brothers, 
whofe names were Simon 
(afterwards called Peter) and 
Andrew, who were fifhermen, 
and happened then to be cafi- 
ing a net into the fea, 
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19 he faid to them, Fol- 


low me, and I will teach you 
an higher and nobler occupa- 
tion, not to catch fifhes, but 
men® 

20 Upon this invitation, 
they left their nets immedi- 
atcly, and followed him. 

21 Advancing farther he 
faw two other brothers, John 
and James, the Sons of Ze- 
bedee, who were now with 
their father in the veffel, 
mending their nets—them he 
alfo invited to this great and 
important office. 

22 And they in like man- 
ner immediately left their fa- 
ther and the veffel, and obey- 
ed his authoritative call. 

23 Attended with thefe 
perfons Jefus travelled over 
all Galilee, inftructing men 
in the places appointed for 
public worfhip, and every 
where proclaiming the good 
news of the fpeedy erection 
of the Meffiah’s kingdom, 
and healing every difeafe and 
diftemper with which the in- 
habitants of that country were 
opprefied. 

24 The fame, therefore, 
of his miraculous cures was 
loon divulged thro’ all Syria, 
and they brought to him from 
all parts fick and difeafed per- 
fons Jabouring under a variety 


m thar is, recover a degenerate werid from vice and milecy 
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of the moft obftinate and in- 
curable diftempers—even of 
mad", lunatic, and paralytic 
cafes—and he initantaneoufly 
reftored them all to perfect 
eafe and health. 

25 And vaft crowds fol- 
lowed him out of Galilee, 
and Decapolis, and Jerufa- 
lem, and Judea, and out of 
the countries beyond the Jor- 
dan. 


CAL AP. VV. 


1 QEEING fuch a nume- 

rous concourfe of peo- 
ple around him, he afcend- 
ed a mountain, and fitting 
down, his difciples collected 
themfelves in a body near his 
perfon. 

2 He then with great fo- 
lemnity inftructed them in the 
doctrines of his religion in 
the following difcourfe : 

3 Happy are thofe who are 
endowed with true humility 
-~—for fuch are properly dit- 
pofed for the reception of the 
gofpel. 

4 Happy are thofe who 
lament with unfeigned con- 
trition the vices and errors of 
their paft lives—for they fhall 
be comforted with the chear- 
ing promifes of the gofpel. 
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5 Happy are thofe who 
are poffeffed with a mild and 
inoffenfive difpofition — for 
they fhall be enriched with 
the greateft happinefs this 
world can furnifh°. 

6 Happy are thofe whofe 
minds are inflamed with a 
facred ardour to attain uni- 
verfal virtue—their enlarged 
and generous defires fhall be 
fatisfied. 

7 Happy are thofe who 
are truly campaffionate and 
charitable—that benevolence 
which they exprefs towards 
their fellow creatures fhall 
be abundantly recompenfed 
to them. 

8 Happy are the fincerely 
virtuous—they fhall be ad- 
mitted to the blifsful vifion 
of God. 

g Happy are thofe who 
conftantly ftudy to promote 
harmony and peace among 
mankind—they fhall be cal- 
led the Sons of God. 

10 Happy are thofe who 
luffer perfecution for Religion 
and the rights of confcience 
with inflexible patience and 
fortitude —- their victorious 
conftancy fhall be compen- 
fated with a fuperior degree 
of future bleffednefs. 


* demoniac and mad were among the Jews fynonymous terms: for a 
proof of this fee John x. 20. he is poffeffed with a demon and is mad. 
° Inheriting the earth feems to have been a phrafe among the Jews de- 


noting all happinefs in general. 


ri Happy 
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11 Happy are you, wher. 
for your unfhaken attach- 
Ment tooomy. Teucion. me> 
fhall offer you every infuli 
and indignity, fhail load you 
with odious names ana inju- 
rious reproaches, and when 
their implacable virulence 
againft you fhali be fuch as 
fhall prompt them knowine- 
ly to violate the moft facred 
truth in afperfine your :no- 
ral characters and_ profef- 
fon. 

12 Amidft fuch perfecut- 
ing rage and violence infiead 
of being dejected and dif- 
pirited, exult in unbounded 
tran{ports of joy and triumph, 
for heaven will beftow a glo- 
rious palm upon your con- 
{tancy—the moft eminent of 
the prophets underwent the 
fame cruel fufferings and per- 
fecutions to which you will 
be fubjected. 

13 You, who are foon to 
commence the public teach- 
ers of my religion, ought to 
be the falt of the earth to 
preferve it from corruption: 
you ought therefore to exer- 
cile the greateft vigilance over 
your moral characters and 
conduét: for with what face 
can you reprove men for their 
vices if you are guilty of the 
fame—you will lofe your ule- 
fulnefs, and will render your- 
felves the moft worthlels and 
defpicable of men. 
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14 You | fhali cons ffion 
wd appoint to difule the 
n@ho of the gofpe! amone 
mankind—upen you there- 
fore the preachers cry ! 
diipentation 12 
whl be fixed, and vour cu: 
duct can no more be hic cm 
the in‘pection of men than 2 
city erected on the fummit or 
an hill. 

15 As a larp is placed on 
fome confpicuous eminence 
that all the houfe niay enjoy 
its ufeful light, 

16 fo in hike manner let 
your examples fhine before 
men with that pure and fa- 
cred jutire, thar ali who are 
witnefies of your aaily con- 
veriation, fecing the genuine 
piety and integrity of your 
lives, may be powerfully ex- 
cited to embrace your reli- 
eion and glorify your hea- 
venly father. 

17 Do not think that the 
defign of my coming into the 
world 1s to abrogate the law 
of Mofes, and the prophets 
—Il am only come to fupply 
their deficiencies, and to give 
mankind a more complete 
and pertect fyftem of morals. 

18 For I tell you that the 
precepts of morality are of 
eternal and immutable obli- 
gation, and their power and 
eficacy fhall never be relax- 
ed or annulled, while the 
world endures. 

19 Whofoever 
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ig Whofoever, therefore, 
fhall attempt, in his public 
initructions to releafe men 
from they obligations to the 
moit trivial branch of moral 
duty, lofes all pretenfions to 
the character of 2 well in- 
ftructed chriffiarp. But who- 
foever fhall {trenuoufly incul- 
cate the injunctions of mora- 
lity, and his hfe be an orna- 
ment to his inftructions, this 
perfon fhall be accounted to 
have refiected the greateft 
honour upon my religion, 

20 For I afiure you, un- 
leis by the fuperiour holinefs 
ot your lives you do greater 
honour to the Chriftian, than 
the Scribes and Pharifees do 
to the Jewifh, religion, you 
will not be deemed proper 
fubjects of the Meffiah’s king- 
dom. 

21 How far my religion 
is defigned to exalt and dig- 
nify human nature, and to 
advance morality to a purity 
and fublimity unknown to 
former difpenfations, learn 
from the following inftances 
—You know that God pro- 
hibited murder to the antient 
Jews under pain of death. 
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22 But 1 fay to You that 
whoever fhall indulge caufe- 
lefs and unprovoked refent- 
ment againit his chriftian bro- 
ther, fhall be punithed with 
afeveriiy fimilar to what is 
inflicted by the court of judg- 


ment—he who fhail tuffer his 


paffions to traniport him to 
greater extravagancies, fo as 
to make his chriftian brother 
the object of derifion and con- 
tempt, fhall be expofed to a 
punifhment j/i7// feverer, cor- 
refponding to what the coun- 
cid impofeth— But he who 
fhall load his fellow chriftian 
with odious names and abu- 
five lancuage, fhall incur the 
fevereft degree of all punifh- 
ments, adequate to that of 
being burnt alive in the val- 
ley of Hinnom ?, 

23 For fuch is the amiable 
temper and dulpofition I would 
have my followers to culti- 
vate, that if any of you are 
going immediately to per- 
form an act of religious wor- 
fhip, and happen, juft before 
the time, to recollect that 
you have offended your bro- 
ther by fome part of your 
conduct towards him; 


P The judgment and council were courts of judicature among the Jews. 
The judgment took cognifance of common petty cafes, and could inflict 
but flight punifhments. The councz] was a more auguit and venerable 
court, and inflicted greater. By images taken from thefe Jewith courts 
are the difterent degrees of future punifhment reprefented. ‘The judgment 
denotes the loweft degree : the cownci/ an higher: the walley of Hinnom the 
higheit. See Lamy introd. biblic. Vol. i. p. 270. 
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24 hefitate not a moment 
—leave your public devo- 
tions unperformed — fly to 
thy brother—~be reconciled 
to him—let all differences be 
compofed, and mutual har- 
mony be perfectly reftored, 
and then approach God’s 
houfe—otherwife all thy fo- 
lemn public addrefles to him 
will be repulfed. 

25 The confequences of 
mens violent refentments, if 
not prevented in their firft 
rife, are often dreadful) and 
deplorable. Endeavour there- 
fore, by the moft mild and 
conciliating manners to fof- 
ten and allay the fury of an 
adverfary, before he proceed 
to the moft unhappy extre- 
mities. 

26 lf thou art too proud 
to make any conceffions, and 
forbeareft to foften his anger 
by lenity and condeicenfion, 
he will infli€t upon you that 
mifery, which by an early 
reconciliation you might have 
prevented—but from which 
you will not efcape, tll you 
have fully glucted his re- 
venge. 

§—27 You know the law 
prohibits adultery : 

28 But I tell you, that 
whoever looks upon a wo- 
man with libidinous thoughts 
and defires, tho’ his inclina- 
tions are not produced into 
open agtions, is in his mind 
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guilty of the crime of adul- 
tery: 

29 For fuch is the chaftity 
and purity, which the chrif- 
tian Jaw indifpenfably  re- 
quires, that every carnal ap- 
petite, which gratified would 
lead men to fin and everlaft- 
ing perdition, muft be fub- 
dued, with whatever reluc- 
tance it is done. 

30 Every vice, therefore, 
to which a man _ hath long 
been habituated, and_ for 
which by repeated indul- 
gence he hath contracted the 
ftrongeft inclinations, muft 
be eradicated from the mind, 
tho’ the expulfion of it fhould 
be with the fame torture and 
regret that the cutting out an 
eye, or the taking off an 
hand, would-occafion. 

31 On feveral accounts you 
know allo that the law per- 
mitted divorces. 

32 Burl fay unto you, that 
whofoever fhall repudiate his 
wife, except for adultery, ts 
highly criminal, in both caut- 
ing her, whom he hath thus 
diimiffed, and him, who 
may afterwards marry her, to 
be guilty of adultery. 

§—33 Acarn, the law 
deterred men from perjury 
by declaring the indtipenfa- 
ble obligation of thofe oaths, 
for the performance of which 
they had folemnly appealed 
to God. 

34 Bue 
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34 But I command you to 
refrain from all oaths what- 
foever—to make no direct 
appeals to heaven, fince that 
is in effect invoking God to 
be witnefs of your appeals— 
fince heaven is his throne. 

35 Neither {wear by the 
earth, fince 47s 1s {wearing 
by his footftool—~ nor by Je- 
rufalem, fince ¢bzs likewile is 
{wearing by him who hath 
fixed his temple and worfhip 
there. 

36 Neither fwear by thine 
head, for this is alfo an indi- 
rect appeal to the great Crea- 
tour, whofe original efta- 
blifhed laws thy will and 
power cannot alter in the 
leaft inftance—in even chang- 
ing a fingle hair of thine head 
into white or black. 

37 But let your converfa- 
tion be conducted with the 
greateft plainnefs and inno- 
cence—ufing only a fimple 
affirmation, or denial—tor 
all fuperfluous affeverations 
are neither innocent, nor flow 
from a good principle. 

§—38 THe law likewife 
gave a fanction to the reta- 
hation of evil, and awarded, 
That he who had _ inflicted 
any injury upon the perfon 
of another, fhould fuffer the 
fame injury in his own. 


39 But the gofpel is de- 
@ Sylia’s Epitaph was this. 
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figned to harmonize mens 
tempers and difpofitions, to 
endow them with a different 
fpirit, and to teach them ra- 
ther to fubmit to injurious 
treatment, than requite it by 
revenge. 

40 Chriftiamty alfo re- 
quires you rather to recede 
from your right in {mall mat- 
ters than contend for it in 
litigious and quarrelfome law- 
fuits. 

41 And whofoever fhall 
compel you by threats or 
violence to carry a burden 
for him a mile, rather fub- 
mit to his unreafonable de- 
mands and go two, than fuf- 
fer yourfelves to be tran{por- 
ted into a fit of vehement 
paffion and rage, and by fury 
and violence difhonour the 
genuine principles of your 
religion. 

42 Cherifh the kindeft af- 
fections towards your fellow 
creatures —refufe not your 
charity and affiftance to thofe 
who folicit it from you, and 
be not unwilling to lend to 
thofe, who are under a ne- 
ceffity of borrowing. 

§—43 Finatty, the law 
inculcated upon men the love 
of their neighbours, but al- 
lowed them to hate their ene- 
mies 3. 
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Tay sx Jewry nanws, vaspeeaasTo Plptarcch. Sylla. p. 870. Ed. Steph. Gr. 
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14 
4.4. But the Chriftian reli- 
gion infifts upon a different 
temper and conduct, and re- 
quires its profeffors to love 
their enemies—to fpeak well 
of thofe, who load us with 
execrations—to do friendly 
offices to thofe, who difcover 
the greateft malevolence to- 
wards us, and to return the 
calumnies and abufe of thofe, 
who injurioufly afperfe and 
perfecute us, with prayer. 

45 By the culture of thefe 
benevolent principles waich 
my religion enjoins, you will, 
inthe hichett degree, of aich 
your natures are capable, al- 
fimilate yourfelves to the Di- 
vine character, who makes his 
fun to rife, and his rain to 
fall, upon good and bad, with- 
out diftinction. 

46 Tor where is your me- 
ric in loving thofe, whom 
you are perfuaded will re- 
turn your love ? —Pertons of 
the moft abandoned  cha- 
racters act in this manner. 

47 And what fuperiour vir- 
tue do you difplay in lavifh- 
ig your benevolence only 
upon your friends ?—This 1s 
no more than what even the 
moft profligate wretches do. 

48 Butitis incumbentupon 
you to rile to higher and no- 
bler attainments in all moral 


excellence, and to make the} 


perfect character of the Deity 
the object of your imitation, 
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conitantly endeavouring to 
acquire as near a refemblance 
to his confummate benevo- 
lence and goodnels, as the 
imperfeétion. of your natures 
will admit. 


CHAP. VI. 


N the diftribution of 
charity fhun all often- 
tation—for if your benefi- 
cence be founded in nothing 
better than a defire to attract 
the notice of mankind, it will 
not be rewarded by your 
peasy father. 

When you therefore re- 
hee perfons in diftrefs, do 
not imitate the vain parade, 
which hypocrites ufually af- 
fect, in ordering a trumpeter 
to walk before them, and to 

make a proclamation i in theo- 
pen f{treets and in places of re- 
ligious worfhip, that you are 
going to give away fuch a 
fum in publick charity—ifuch 
a conduct may gain the ap- 
plaufe of men, which ts its 
creat and fole object, but the 
approbation of God it will 
never fecure. 

3 But let thy charity be 
siven in filence and fecrefy, 
and thy left hand be a ftran- 
eer to the kindnefs that thy 

right hand is difpenfing. 

4 For tho’ thy liberality 
efcapes the notice of men, 
yet an omnifcient God is a 

witnels 
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witnefs of it: and thofe acts 
of compaffion, which thou 
concealeft from the world. 
will one day be proclaimed 
in the moft public manner. 

§—5 In your addreffes to 
God guardagainftthofe often- 
tatious airs of devotion which 
hypocrites affume 1n_order 
to be admired as mirrours of 
heavenly-mindednefs ; ftand- 
ing up and praying in the 
mott confpicuous places inthe 
fynagocues, and uttering loud 
{trains of an affected piety at 
the corners of crowded ftreets, 
merely to attract mens atten- 
tion— The gratification of 
their vanity trom a deluded 
multitude fhall be the only 
reward they fhall receive. 

6 But when thou prayett, 
withdraw from the view of 
the world—fhut thyielf up 
in privacy and filence—and 
with a devout heart and fer- 
vent affections pour out thy 
devotions to that Being who 
is prefent with thee in all thy 
¢getirements, and who will at 
the general refurrection pub- 
lickly reward the filent fin- 
cerity of thy undiffembied 
piety. 

7 Think not the defign 
of prayer is by the dint of 
importunity to teaze the 
Deity into a comphiance with 
our requefts—Carefully avoid 
therefore the errour of the 
heathens who think that the 
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fupreme Being can be pre- 
vailed upon by enthufiattic 
clamours, and a conftant 
unvaried repetition of noify 
expreffions. 

8 Imitate not in the ex- 
ercifes of devotion, a con- 
duct fo erroneous and ab- 
furd: tor the indulgent Pa- 
rent of mankind perfeétly 
knows your ftate and cone 
dition, and the bleffings that 
will be moft proper for you 
before you folicit him to be- 
{tow them. 

g Inorder to guard you 
from miitakes in this impor- 
tant concern I will propofe the 
tollowing as a model for your 
devotions —-OQ Thou great 
governour and parent of uni- 
verfal nature—who manifeft- 
eft thy glory to the bleffed in- 
habitants of heaven—may all 
thy rational creatures in all 
the parts of thy boundlefs 
dominion be happy in the 
knowledge of thy exiftence 
and providence, and cele- 
brate thy perfections in a 
manner moft worthy thy na- 
ture and perfeétive of their 
own! 

10 May the glory of thy 
moral government be ad- 
vanced, and the great laws 
of it be more generally obey- 
ed—-May the inhabitants of 
this world pay as chearful a 
fubmiffion and as conftant an 
obedience to thy will, as the 


happy 
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happy fpirits do in the regi- 
ons of immortality— 

11 As thou haft hitherto 
moft mercifully fupphed our 
wants, deny us not the ne- 
ceffaries and conveniences of 
life, while thou art pleafed 
to continue us in it'— 

12 Pardon the numerous 
errours and fins, which we 
have been guilty of towards 
thee; as we freely forgive 
and erafe from our hearts the 
injuries that our fellow crea- 
tures have done to us— 

13 Suffer no temptation 
to affault us too powerful for 
the frailty of our natures and 
the imperfection of our vir- 
tue—but in all our trials may 
thine almighty aid interpofe 
and refcue us from vice and 
ruin—Thefe requefts we ad- 
drefs unto thee, for thou art 
pofieffed of power which 
enables thee to fuccour, and 
of goodnefs, which difpofes 
thee to befriend all thy crea- 
tures—and thefe thy glorious 
perfections will continue im- 
mutable, and be the ob- 
jects of praife and adoration 
throughout all the ages of 
eternity! Amen! 

14 Obferve, that in this 
prayer I make your forgive- 
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nefs of others the condition 
of the divine forgivenefs : fot 
if you pardon the crimes and 
offences of your fellow crea- 
tures, the divine mercy will 
forgive you. 

15 But if you addrefs God 
with a mind full of irrecon- 
cileable enmity againft your 
brethren for the faults and 
foibles they have been guilty 
of towards you, the prayers 
you offer will in like manner 
be repulfed, and God will 
not pardon the crimes you 
have committed againft him. 

§—16 WHEN you keepa re- 
ligious faft, guard againit thae 
affected gloomand melancholy 
which hypocrites affume on 
fuch an occafion—for they 
diftort and charge their fea- 
tures with folemn and fandcti- 
monious grimace, that men 
may be ftruck with admi- 
ration at the religious aufte- 
rities they praétile—But be 
affured that the praife of men 
fhall be the only reward they 
fhall acquire. 

17 On the contrary, when 
you faft, ftudy no fingulari- 
ties of look and gait, but ap- 
pear among men in your ufu- 
al drefs and chearfulnefs. 


t Extscioy aprov fignifies common neceflaries through /ub/equent life. 
Feaisons nyceas the fubfequent day, Plutarch Cato Jun. p. 1451 Edit. 


Steph. and Aéts vii. 26. 


We learn from Arittophanes that it was cuf- 


tomary for the Athenian ladies to {wear, vnany erimoay nyscpay. Ariltoph. 
Exxane. p.Ogo. Edit. Amftel. 1670, & Faber in loc. 


18 Studying 


Chap. vi. 

18 Studying to recom- 
mend yourlelves not to men 
but to God, before whofe 
eye all the receffes of the foul 
are open, and who will pub- 
lickly reward fincere virtue, 
tho’ exercifed in the moft ob- 
{cure retreat. 

§—ig My religion is de- 
fioned to raife mens affections 
to higher and nobler objects 
than this world furnifhes. 
Strive not, therefore, with 
infinite care and anxiety to 
accumulate immenfe trealures 
of earthly riches, which are 
perpetually liable to many 
accidents, and which are in 
their nature tranfitory and 
perifhing. 

20 But let it be your prin- 
cipal concern to acquire ce- 
Jeftial riches—which no cala- 
mities can pofibly injure, or 
eternity itfelf ever exhautt. 

21 tis of the greateft im- 
portance that your affections 
be properly placed, for the 
mind is toon governed by its 
predominant inclinations, and 
where the treafure is, there 
the heart is centered. 

22 Reafon is to the foul, 
what the eye is to the body 
—If thy reafon be preferved 
{trong and clear, thy moral 
difpofitions will be maintain- 
ed in their proper harmony 
and order. 

23 But if the eye of reafon 
be fuffufed with prejudice, or 
injured . vice, all thine in- 
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telleCtual powers will be loft 
in the fhades of crrour. Should 
thy reafon itfelf, therefore, be 
thus obfcured, in what dread< 
ful darknefs muft thy whole 
mind be involved ! 

24 As itis impoffible for 
a fervant to love two mafters 
of quite different difpofitions 
and tempers with equal af- 
fection, for one will neceffa- 
rily be the object of his ef 
teem and regard, and the 
other of his averfion and con= 
tempt—io no perion can at the 
fame time be a truly religious 
and good chriftian, while his 
heart is enflaved toiordid ava- 
rice and worldly-mindednefs. 

25 I command you, thére- 
fore, to fupprefs all immo- 
derate defires of earthly plea- 
ures and incdulgencies, and 
not to be foilicitous and un- 
eafy how you fhall gratify 
your appetites ——what re- 
pafts will give you the moft 
pleature what liquors 
the moft exquifite fenfations 
—and what apparel will add 
the moft eleoance and grace 
to your perfons—+or 1s not 
life cr infinitely greater worth 
than all the refnements of 
luxury, and a good conii- 
tution of unfpeakable creater 
value than the moft fumptu- 
ous robes ! 

26 Contemplate the fowls 
—they have no fields to tow, 
no crops to reap, no barns 
to fill—and vet oreat pa- 
S rent 
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rent or nature fupplies them 
vith tood—Since then the 
fowls make no anxious pro- 
vifion for themfelves, ought 
ye, whom God hath formec 
rational and intelligent be- 
ings, to debafe the fuperiour 
dignity of your nature by a 
reitlefs paffion for fenfual en- 
yoyments? 

27 Such anxiety is as ab- 
furd as it is impious—tfor by 
the exertion of all your care 
you cannot add a moment to 
the orginal period affigned 
to human lite’. 

28 Survey with attention 
the lillies of the field, and 
learn from them how oe: 
coming it is for rational 
creatures to cherifh a folici- 
tous pallion for gaiety and 
drefs—tor they fuftain no Ia- 
bour, they employ no cares 
to adorn themiclves : 

2g and yet are cloathed 
with fuch ininutable beauty, 
as the richeft monarch, in the 
richeit drefs, never equalled. 

30 Since then God lavithes 
fuch a variety of ftrikine co- 
lours upon a tranfient, fhort- 
lived flower ; ought ye, who 
are creatures 10 highly exalt- 
edin the feale of being, to 
diftruft divine providence ? 

31 Cherifh not, therefore. 
fuch uncaty thoughts as thele 
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—— What fhall I eat! what 
fhall I drink! what fhall I 
wear! 

20 Fhele. “are* enquiries. 
that are perpetually corrod- 
ing the minds of Heathens, 
but ought not to prey 
upon Your happinels, fince 
God knows that you require 
the common comforts and 
neceflaries of life, but expects 
you, under the gofpe/, to 
aipire after nobler purfuits. 

33 For let it be your prin- 
cipal ftudy and concern to 
approve yourlelves the vir- 
tuous fubjects of God’s mo- 
ral yovernment—and his pro- 
vidence will not be wanting 
to fupply you with the other 
infertour bleflings that reipect 
the body. 

34 Brood not, therefore, 
over futurity with anxious 
defponding thoughts. Let 
futurity take care of Itleli— 
the miferies of the prefent 
day are enough without our 
adding to them by anticlpat- 
Ing evils that are fucure. 


Cri aa TT: 


‘BE not prone to cenfure 
others, left you pro- 
voke God to judge you with 
the like feverity. 

2 For the fame meafures 


Mimnernu; 


ap.id Eagycecs Tire. Edit. Oxon. p. 3. 


that 
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that you keep in your treat- 
ment of others, the jame mea- 
{ures will God, at the lait 
day, ftrictly obferve in his 
conduct towards you —— for 
according as you judge men 
with lenity or cruelty, fo will 
fupreme jultice retaliate it 
with like mercy or rigour. 

3 Why 1s thine eye fixed 
upon thy brother’s conduct 
with a penetration, that the 
flighteft fauit and foible can- 
not efcape—while at the fame 
time thou thylelf art guilty 
of moft heinous enormities ? 

4 With what face canft 
thou reprove, and exhort 
others to reformation and 
amendment, when thine own 
life is a notorious fatyr upon 
thine inftructions ? 

5 Firft leave off, hypocrite, 
thy fhameful courfes — and 
then gravely remonftrate a- 
gainft the venial impertec- 
trons of thy neighbours. 

6 Let your admoniticns be 
ever dictated” by prudence— 
for to rebuke thofe, whom 
you have reaion to believe are 
obftinate and incorrigible, is 
unneceffarily expofing your 
perfon to infult, and your in- 
ftructions to contempt ‘. 

7 Thefe are the duties whch 
the gofpel requires of you, 
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but in order to the difcharge 
of them invoke divine 2ffil- 
tance—which will not be de- 
nied to your fincere and vir- 
tuous endeavours to obtain 
It. 

8 For the fervent prayers 
of every good perfon to the 
father of witdom to aid and 
trengthen his imperfect vir- 
tue will not be rejected. 

g Learn from parental 
cendernefs the induizent dif- 
pofition of the fupreine father 
towards his dependent crea- 
tures—For is there any man, 
however abandoned and de- 
praved, who, when his fon 
afks him for the neceffaries 
of life, will give him fome- 
thing that is ufelefs or hurt- 
ful? for example, when his 
child cries for bread, will give 
him a ftone, 

10 or a ferpent—when he 
defires a fith. 

11 If, therefore, parents 
of the very worit characters 
give to their children what is 
proper and uleful for them 
—how much more will the 
moft kind and compaffionate 
Father of all, impart fuitabie 
favours and bleffings to his 
{upplicants. 

12 In Sne, make the con- 
dition of your fellow crea- 


* Qui pretium meriti ab improbis defiderat, 
Bis peccat; primum quoniam indignos adjuvat, 
dmpuné abire deinde quia jam non poteft. 


Phed. Fat, Lib. 1. Fab. 8. 
tures 
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tures your own,—and behave 
to others in the fame manner, 
as you would expect, if you 
were in their circumftances, 
and they in yours—TIn this 
one moral maxim 1s virtually 
comprehended the whole {y1- 
tem of duty in the law and 
the prophets. 

§——13 Enver into the 
{trait eate of virtue and chril- 
tianity—for the gate is wide, 
and the road {pacious and 
eafy that conducts to perdi- 
tion—and the generality of 
mankind travel it. 

14 For the gate is narrow, 
and the road rough and ditn 
cult that leads to the gofpel 
and to life ° and fuch 1s 
the degeneracy of Jews and 
Gentiles, that there are but 
few who will difcover it. 

§—15 Be ever cautious of 
being deluded by falle teach- 
ers, who will practife every 
art to impofe upon you, and 
affume the harmlefs inno- 
cence of the lamb to cover 
the inward treachery and ra- 
pacity of the wolf. 

16 But the infallible crite- 
rion of their characters is this 
—Infpeé their lives and acti- 
ons, and you cannot be de- 
ceived. ‘The fruit difcovers 
the true nature of the tree. 
Thorns produce not the ge- 
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nerous grape the thiftle 
bears not the lufcious fig. 

17 A good tree bears good 
fruit—a bad tree, bad fruit. 

Fo ln tne fame. manner: a 
good heart produces good 
actions—a bad heart, wick- 
ednets. 

1g And as the tree that 
bears worthlefs fruit, how- 
ever fair its form and beau- 
tiful its leaves, 1s cut down 
and burnt, fuch will be 
the fatal deftruétion to which 
God will conhien the fpecious 
hypocrite and incorrigible 
finner. 

20 So that a man’s actions 
are the true index of his heart, 
and the fole infallible teft of 
the goodnefs, or badnefs of 
10, 

21 It is not an outward 
profeffion of the chriftian re- 
ligion that will enutle men to 
future happinefs, but a fin- 
cere obedience to the divine 
will, and an uniformly pious 
and virtuous conduct. 

22 Many at the day of 
judgment will thus addrefs 
me—Lord! did we not em- 
brace thy religion—did we 
not preach and inftruct others 
in the doctrines and duties of 
it did we not in confe- 
quence of our profeffion, per- 
torm the moft ftupendous 











Life in this verfe corre- 


{ponds to perdition in the verfe betore. 


miracles, 
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miracles, and work the moft 
aftonifhing cures. Are we 
not, theretore, thy true dil- 
ciples—and wilt not thou be- 
ftow upon us thofe bleffed 
rewards thou art now going 
to difpenie ? 

23 But to thefe I will 
reply ———-Notwithftanding 
your former perfuafion of the 
truth of my religion, and the 
zeal you have fhowed in al- 
ferting and vindicating its 
doétrines—yet you have dif- 
graced it by an immoral life. 
Such as you I will never ap- 
prove as my genuine dilci- 
ples Ye fintul and aban- 
doned creatures depart ! 

24 Thete are the religious 
and moral inftructions of my 
oofpel—whotoever, therefore, 
fhall cordially embrace and 
practife them, may be com- 
pared to a prudent and intel- 
ligent perion, who built his 
houle upon a rock: 

25 which, when affaulted 
by the raging tempeft, the 
impetuous t torrent, or the fu- 
rious whirlwind, fuftains the 
fhock—for it is founded on 
the unfhaken bafis of a rock. 

26 But him, who 1s per- 
fuaded of the truth of chrif- 
tianmity, and yet lives in the 
open practice of the vices it 
condemns, I will compare te 
a foolifh man, who builds an 
houtfe upon the fand. 

27 So that whenever the 
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ftorms rage, or the floods 
ruth, or the pian affail ct; it 
finks, and falls in moft vend. 
ful ruins. 

§—28 Here Jefus ended 
his difcourfe—and the multi- 
tude ftood fixed with admira- 
tion at the fublimity of his 
doctrines: 

29 for thefe inftructions 
were delivered not in the 
cold and negligent manner 
of the Scribes—but with a 
dignity and authority that 
tpoke their divine original. 
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a TER this difcourfe 

he defcended from 
the mountain—and was re- 
ceived and followed by pro- 
digious crowds. 

2 When beholda wretched 
{pectacle — a perfon cover- 
ed with leprofy approached, 
and falling proftrate before 
him, faid, Sir, you have 
power to free me from this 
fhockine difeate. 

3 Jefus then extending his 
hand touched him, faying— 
I will reftore thee to health— 
and inttantly the leprous feurf 
no was more. 

4. Jefus then ftridtly charged 
the man by no means to di- 
vulee his miraculous cure, 
but to go immediately co the 
prieft, and offer the utual {2- 
critice; in order that che man 

C3 might 
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might give publick and in- 
conteitable evidence of his 
being really and perfectly 
cured. 

§—5 Wuen Jefus had 
juft entered Capernaum, a 
Roman captain came to him, 
and accofted him in thefe im- 
portunate terms, 

6 Sir, my fervant hath juft 
had a {troke of the pally, and 
is now in my houie in the 
moft excruciating terture. 

7 | will immediately come, 
rephed Jefus, and heal him. 

8 Upon hearing this an- 
fwer, the officer with great 
humility faid, Sir, I deem 
myfelf unworthy that a per- 
fon of your illuftrious dignity 
fhould come under my roof 
—one word, I am perfuaded, 
of your authoritative voice 
will fpeak my fervant into 
perfect eafe and health. 

9 For if J, who command 
a body of men in the Roman 
army, can, by a word, order 
my corps to any fervice, and 
my orders are immediately 
obeyed *—how much rnore 
muft you, whom [ believe to 
deinvefted with divine power, 
by a word effect my fervant’s 
cure. 

10 jefus expreffed amaze- 
ment at hearing fuch a reply, 
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and turning to his followers 
faid—~This Heathen hath done 
more honour to the dignity of 
my miflion and character than 
any of the J/rae/ites, 

11 But [ aflure you that 
great numbers of the [eaiben 
nations, in the moit diftanc 
regions, fhall embrace the 
goipel, which the Jews re- 
ject, and fhall be incorporat- 
ed into that kinedom, whofe 
eftablifhment they now fo 
violently oppole. 

12 But they, to whom 
thefe advantages are firft of- 
fered, fhall on account of 
their inexcufable incredulity 
and enormous vices be eject- 
ed from the bleffings of chrit- 
tianity, and the whole na- 
tion = be doomed to the 
moit dreadful calamities, that 
ever befel a people and coun- 
ye 

13 Jefus then turned to 
the officer and toid him that 
the divine power, with which 
he believed him to be en- 
dowed, was already exerted 
in the recovery of his jervant 
——and at that very inftanc 
he found bhimielf in perfect 
health. 

§—i4 Jesus afterwards re- 
tiring from the crowd went 
into Peter’s houfe, and found 
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his mother in law confined 
to her bed by a violent te- 
Ver. 

15 But he touched her 
hand—the fever left her—fhe 
rofe and provided for their 
refrefhment. 

16 Inthe evening the crowds 
collected again, and brougnt 
him many afflicted with mad- 
nefs — but this and every o- 
ther diftemper he inftantane- 
oufly removed by a word. 

17 By thefe miraculous 
cures accomplifhing the fol- 
lowing prediction of the pro- 
phet Hatah concerning him 
—*‘* Our maladies he healed, 
and expelled all the aifeafes, 
with which our natures were 
oppreffed.” 

§—18 Bur when Jetus 
found himfelf greatly incom- 
moded by the preffing crowds, 
he ordered his difciples to 
get a boat and ferry him 
over the lake. 

1g While the boat was pre- 
paring, a fcribe approached 
him, who deluded with the 
hopes of gaining preferment 
in his kingdom, thus addref- 
fed him ** Great teacher tc 
am determined to attend you 
wherever you go.” 

20 To this fpeech Jefus 
replied, You egrecioully err, 
if you imagine that I am go- 
ing to erect an earthly king- 
dom of pomp and magnifi- 
cence—{fo far from this that 
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the beafts of the field, and 
the towls of the air areaccom- 
modated with better and hap- 
pier conveniencies than the 
{on of man. 

ar At that time alfo a- 
nother of his followers faid 
to him, Sir, [ have formed 
deliberate refolutions to fol- 
low you; only at prefent al- 
low me to go home to at- 
cend the funeral of my father 
and fettle his effects. 

22 Jeflus faid to him 
From the moment you en- 
caged in my caule, you were 
under an indifpentable obli- 
gation to renounce all con- 
neétions with your earthly re- 
lations and fortunes. Lect 
thofe who are dead to all fenfe 
of religion and virtue diftract 
themtelves with fordid cares 
—but do you adhere to me, 
and diligently ftudy the doc- 
trines and inftructions of my 
religion. 

23 In the mean time the 
boat was got ready, into which 
he paffed, attended by his 
difciples. 

24 And being fatigued 
with the labours and duties 
of the day he foon funk into 
deep fleep—But behold, dur- 
ing his repofe, it fuddenly 
blew a dreadful ftorm—the 
fea run high—and the waves 
lafhed over the fides of the 
veiiel. 

25 The difciples, greatly 

C4 alarmed 
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alarmed with their danger, 
awoke lim, crying out—Sir! 
fave us! we are all perifhing! 

26 Jefus faid to them— 
Why are ye feized with fuch 
terrours — how lone will 
you diftruft thofe miraculous 
powers, with which God hath 
endowed me—He then flood 
up, and with a word repref- 
fed the winds, and controul-. 
ed the furges—and a calm 
immediately eniued. 

27 At feeing fuch an a- 
mazing fcene, the perfons, 
who were in the vefiel, were 
fixed in the laft aftonifhment 
and faid What power is 
here exerted ! What divine 
perfonage is this, whofe man- 
date the winds and waves 
obey ! 

§—238 On his landing in 
the country of the Gergefe- 
nes, he was met by two mad- 
men, ifuing from the fub- 
terraneous vaults, where the 
people of that country depo- 
fited their dead-— Their dif- 
order often iniligated them 
to fuch horrid acts of feroci- 
ty, that no body durft tra- 
vel that road. 

29 At feeing Jefus, whom 
they had heard of, they broke 
out into a loud vociferation, 








fuch as their difordered minds | 
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dictated —O Jefus, fon of 
God! what bufinefs haft thou 
with us—art thou come hi- 
ther to inflict torments upon 
us before our time is come? 

30 Now it happened that 
there was at fome confiderable 
diftance a very large herd 
of {wine feeding. 

31 The madmen, uttering 
fuch wild effufions, and mak- 
ine fuch abfurd requefts as 
perfons in raging madnefs al- 
ways do, begged that he 
would fuffer the daemons’ 
to pafs from them into the 
{wine. 

32 They had no fooner 
fpoken and he permitted, but 
behold! the whole herd was 
feized with madnefs run 
down a precipice rufhed 
into the fea, and perifhed in 
the deep. 

33 The keepers ftruck 
with terrour ran away into 
the town, and told what had 
happened, adding allo an ac- 
count of the miraculous cure 
of the two madmen. 

34 Alarmed with this pub- 
lick difafter, the whole town 
came out in a body to meet 
Jefus, and dreading his pow- 
er, unanimoully entreated him 
to leaye their country. 








y In antient time, both among Fees and Heathens, maducl: was armok 
wniverfally furpofed to be occafioned by the poffeffion of Da mons. | 
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tation he re-entered 
the boat, croffed the lake, 
and came into the town, in 
which he had been educated. 

2 Upon his arrival there 
they brought him a miferable 
abject lying on acouch, fhak- 
ing with the palfy—Jelus be- 
ing con{cious of the faith they 
repofed in him as a divine 
meffenger, faid to the para- 
lytic—Son, thy fins be for- 
given | 

3 Some of the fcribes when 
they heard this faid within 
themfelves —— what horrid 
blafphemy againft God is this 
man guilty of ! 

4 But Jefus, who was per- 
fedtly acquainted with every 
fentimentin the human heart’, 
faid to them, Why do you 
cherifh in your minds fuch 
malevolent and injurious 
thoughts againft me? 

5 For is it a lets exertion 
and proof of divine power to 
forgive his fins, than to re- 
ftore him to health and 
{treneth ? ; 

6 But what induced me to 
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exprefs myfelf in this manner 
was, tO convince you by an 
evident miracle, that the fon 
of man ts endowed with au- 
thority to forgive fin—he had 
no fooner fpoken thefe words, 
but he turned to the fick per- 
fon, and faid—Rife—take up 
thy couch—and go home. 

7 Inftantly the man found 
his hmbs nerved with ftreneth 
he rofe——took up his 
couch, and carried it home. 

§ The crowds, who were 
witneffes of this amazing ex- 
ertion of miraculous power, 
were {truck with aftonifh- 
ment, and with the devouteft 
reverence glorified God, who 
had communicated to man 
fuch ftupendous  endow- 
ments. 

§—9 In paffing from Ca- 
pernaum Jefus faw a perfon, 
whofe name was Matthew, 
fitting in the tax-gatherers 
ofice, whom he commanded 
to * follow him—The man im- 
mediately quitted his bufinefs, 
and mingled in his train. 

10 Jefus accepting of an 
invitation to his houfe fat 
down with his difciples at ta- 
ble among a large company, 
confifting of tax-gatherers, 
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and other perfons of immoral 
characters. 

11 The Pharifees greatly 
offended with his behaviour 
on this occafion afked his 
difciples, what induced their 
mafter to cultivate fuch in- 
timate friendfhips with per- 
fons of fucl, infamous and 
profligate lives. 

12 Jefus overhearing them 
replied, The healthy have no 
occafion tor phyfic—it is of 
ufe only to the indifpofed. 
Thofe, who are holy and 
eood are already in poffef- 
fion of that moral health that 
my inftructions were defigned 
to give men— my doctrines 
are only intended to heal the 
vices and rectify the mental 
diforders of mankind. 

13 Examine and difcover 
the true meaning of thofe 
words of the prophet 
** The exercife of mercy and 
compaffion is more agreeable 
to me than the moft numerous 
and coftly facrifices”? — For 
the defign of my coming 1s 
not to addrefs my diicoveries 
to the virtuous, but to en- 
gage the wicked and deprav- 
ed to repentance and amend- 
ment of life. 

§——14 Ar that time the 
difciples of John came to him 
and {poke thus—Why do we 
and the Pharilees celebrate 
many religious fafts, when 
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no fuch aufterities are enjoin- 
ed upon thy difciples. 

15 Towhom Jelfus replied 
— Can the friends and com- 
panions of the bridegroom 
indulge melancholy forrow, 
during the celebration of 
his nuptials ¢ When he 
leaves them, the days of fef- 
tivity and joy will be over, 
and they fhall find a fad re- 
verfe. 

16 For to infift upon my 
diiciples, who are but lately 
entered into the profeffion of 
chriftianity, practifing a courfe 
of rigid ab{temioutnefs and 
mortification, would be act- 
ing as abfurdly as he, who 
fhould join a Jarge piece of 
new cloath to an old and ob- 
lolete carment. 

17 And as he, who fhould 
put #ew wine into o/d {fkins, 
would incur the lofs both of 
his liquor and of his veffels 
——the fermentation of the 
wine neceffarily caufing the 
old fkins to rend and burtft 
fo the injunction of reli- 
gious feverities upon my new 
converts and difciples would 
produce the moft fatal effects 
upon my religion, by difguit- 
ing them againft it, and caul- 
ino them immediately to a- 
bandon and abjure it. The 
impofition, therefore, of no 
fuch aufterities as you prac- 
tife I judge to be the moft 

prudent 
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prudent method to prelerve 
them fteady to my catife, and 
firmly attached to my inte- 
reits. 

§—18 Wuixe he was en- 
gaged in this conference with 
John’s difciples, one of the 
Governours approached him 
with profound reverence and 
faid—My daughter is juft de- 
parted—but thou art able, J 
am perfuaded, by a touch to 
reftore her to life. 

19 Jefus immediately upon 
this rofe up, and followed the 
Governour, attended by his 
difciples 

20 But in his way, a wo- 
man, who had for twelve 
years been afflicted with a 
flux of blood, ftole foftly be- 
hind him, and juft touched 

the edging of his garment: 
a1 For fhe thought, if fhe 
could have the happinefs but 
of touching his cloaths, fhe 
fhou!d be well again. 

22 But Jefus, confcious of 
the touch, turned fuddenly 
about, and feeing her faid— 
be not alarmed—your confi- 
dence in my power hath re- 
ftored you — And from that 
moment fhe was reinftated in 
perfect eafe and health. 
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23 When Jefus entered 
the Governour’s houfe, he 
faw the muficians, who ufu- 
ally attended in the Jewifh 
funeral folemnities *, and a 
number of mourners pouring 
fortn the bittereft lamenta- 
tions. 

24 Thefe Jefus defired to 
withdraw —and in order to 
mitigate that exceffive forrow 
which he faw them indulge, 
faid to them—the young lady 
is not dead—fhe is only in a 
profound fleep ——= At thete 
words her attendants, who 
knew that fhe had breathed 
her laft, fhewed by their looks 
that they thought meanly and 
contemptibly of him as a pro- 

het. 

25 When they had all left 
the room, as Jefus had com- 
manded, he went in, and took 
hold of her hand and fhe 
rofe up: 

26 And his fame was uni- 
verfally celebrated in every 
part of that country. 

§—27 Jzsus leaving that 
place, was followed on the 
road by two blind men, who 
with a loud and importunate 
voice cried, Pity our condi- 
tion ! 





® Mujfic was ufed at the funeral folemnities both of the Jews and Romans. 


Cantabat fanis, cantabat tibia ludis, 
Cantabat meiftis tibia funeribus. 


Ovid. Fafi, Lib. 6. 657. 


See an objection formed againft chriftianity from this circumftance in 
ray Account of the Converfion of a Deilt. p. 36. 
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28 He went, therefore, into 
an houfe, and the blind men 
coming to him, he faid to 
them—Do you believe that I 
am endowed with power that 
can enable me to work the 
miracle you demand ?>— We 
do, they replied. 

29 Upon this he touched 
their eyes, faying—Accord- 
ing to your profeffion fhall 
my power be exerted. 

30 And their eyes were 
inftantaneoufly opened —But 
Jefus ftrictly charged them 
by no means to acquaint any 
perfon with the miraculous 
reftoration of their fight °. 

31 But no sooner had they 
left him, but tranfported with 
gratitude and joy, they for- 
got all his injunctions, and di- 
vulged his fame throughout 
the whole country. 

§—32 WueEn they were 
gone there was brought to 
him a dumb idiot, 

33 whom he immediately 
re{tored to his intellects and 
{peech—at which aftonifhing 
miracle the crowds were ftruck 
with the laft amazement, and 
exclaimed —— What ftupen- 
lous power do we fee here 
difplayed! So extraordinary 
a perfonage never before ap- 
‘peared in Judea! 

34 Butall thefe iluftrious | 


> This injunétion of filence was, 
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miracles convinced not the 
Pharifees of the divinity of his 
mifion, but they evaded their 
evidence by afcribing them 
to the agency of Beelzebub 
the prince of the damons. 

—35 Jesus after this tra- 
velled about all the towns 
and villages in that country, 
delivering his inftructions in 
the ufual places of publick 
worthip, proclaiming the com- 
mencement of the gofpel dil- 
penfation, and miraculoufly 
curing every difeafe and dii- 
temper, with which any per- 
fon was afflicted. 

36 But when he took a 
furvey of the vaft multitudes 
that were collected together 
—the fight excited in his 
bofom the moft fympathetic 
tencernefs and pity, when he 
confidered in what deplorable 
ignorance the Jewilh priefts 
fuffered them to live, and 
into what fatal errours and 
miftakes in matters of reli- 
sion they were permitted to 
deviate—being left as much 
neglected and difregarded as 
flocks of fheep upon the wild 
mountains. 

a7 At the view of fuch 
prodigious numbers he broxe 
out into the following ex- 
preftions, which he directed 
to his ditciples—How exten- 


no doubt, intended to prevent too 


great crowds—at which the malice of his enemies would have been moze 
incited, and the Roman powers have taken umbrage. 
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five and copious the harvett | 
——but alas! how few the la- 
bourers ! 

38 Fervently pray, there- 
fore, to the creatour and go- 
vernour of immortal fouls, 
that he would of his infinite 
mercy raife and qualify a 
number of fit perfons to reap 
fo great and glorious an har- 
velit! 


Colt Pers. at 


I yA gees this Jefus col- 
lected his twelve dif- 
ciples in-a body, and com- 
municated to them fuch mi- 
raculous endowments, as 
would empower them to cure 
the moft inveterate and ftub- 
born diforders of every kind 
and degree, to which human 
nature is fubjected. 
2 Thefe were the names of 
his twelve apoftles. 


i Peter 

iy ee t brothers 

3 James eee 

4 John fons 

3 5 Philip 

6 Bartholomew 

7 Thomas 

8 Matthew, the tax- 
oatherer 

g James, fon of Al- 
pheus 

10 Lebbeus, firnamed 
Jude 


11 Simon, the zealot 
12 Judas [fcariot 
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5 Theie twelve Jefus com- 
muffioned and appointed to 
the apoftolic office, and fent 
them previoufly giving 
them the following advice 
and. directions — Publifh not 
the report of the gofpel a- 
mone the Heathens, neither 
enter into one city inhabited 
by the Samaritans. 

6 Butconfine your publick 
miniftrations folely to the in- 
habitants of Judea, who have 
been fo deplorably negleéted, 
and fuffered to wander in the 
fatal paths of ignorance and 
wickednels. 

7 Proclaim in every place, 
where there are rational crea- 
tures to hear the news, and 
fay—The gofpel difpenfation 
is juft commencing ! 

8 Heal the indifpofed, cure 
the lepers, raife the dead, ex- 
pel every fpecies of lunacy 
and madnefs — And as you 
had thefe {piritual gifts freely 
beftowed.upon you, do you 
alio freely impart their falu- 
tary effects to others. 

g I folemnly warn you a- 
gainit a fordid mercenary 
difpofition —- do not, there- 
fore, upon any account take 
money tor the good you do. 

10 Be not anxious in pre- 
paring accommodations, and 
laying up provifions for your 
journey—The benevolence of 
the well-difpofed will fupply 
you with the neceffaries and 

conveniences 





39 
conveniences of life, and the 
faithful and diligent ‘difcharge 
of your duty will entitle you 
to them. 

11 When you go into a 
town or village, make en- 
quiry, which of the inhabi- 
tants is beft known, and moft 
generally efteemed for true 
worth and excellency of cha- 
racter—to fuch apply, where 
you will moft probably find 
a kind reception, and con- 
tinue there, while you ftay, 
that they may be witneffes of 
your difintereftednefs and in- 
tegrity. 

12 When you enter into 
the family, greet it in the 
moft friendly and obliging 
terms, and wifh ic all divine 
and human happinefs. 

13 And if that family pof- 
fefs fuch real worth, as hath 
been reprefented to you, the 
dleffings you implore, fhall 
deicend upon it—-but if the 
hopes you have been taught 
to form of it be difappointed, 
and you meet with a repulle 
— you, however, yourtelves 
will enjoy the conicious plea- 
fure and fatisfaction of hav- 
ing done your duty—and the 
bleffings, which you have fup- 
plicated the Almighty to be- 
{tow upon that family, fhall 
be imparted to you‘. 

14 Moreover, whatever 
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town or family fhall refufe to 
admit you, and to hear your 
inftructions, fhake off the 
duft of your feet againit them 
—by this fignificant aétion 
giving a publick and folemn 
teftimony to all, that you 
have freely offered to them 
the advantages and privileges 
of the cofpel, but they have 
wilfully reyeéted them. 

15 Be affured that in the 
general judgement Sodom and 
Gomorra fhaljl be punifhed 
with lefs feverity than that 
town, for its having refitted 
greater evidence than what 
thofe cities were ever favour- 
ed with. 

16 I am fenfible that by 
fending you abroad to preach 
the gofpel, I expofe you to 
the infult andcruelty of a de- 
praved world. Confider your- 
felves, therefore, as fheep in 
the midft of wolves ; and join 
to the innocence of the harm- 
lefs dove the vigilance and 
prudence of the cautious fer- 
pent. 

17 Let your conduct be 
ever actuated by difcretion, 
and guard, with the greatett 
circumfpection, againft irri- 
tating mens paffions unnecet- 
farily —for with all the cau- 
tion you can obferve, fo im- 
placably will the generality of 
the world be exafperated a- 


© Peace in the Jewilh idiom denotes happine/s. 
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gainftyou, merely for preach- 
ing the gofpel, that they will 
drag you before the civil 
magiftrate, as the difturbers 
and pefts of fociety, and 
{courge you in the fyna- 
gogues, as enemies to the 
eftablifhed religion. 

18 And you fhall be 
brought, for your profeffion 
of chriftianity, before the tri- 
bunals of the moft auguft 
perfonages — where the apo- 
logies you will make, in vin- 
dication of its truth and ex- 
cellency, fhall ferve as pub- 
lick teftimonies to them and 
the world of its divine autho- 
rity. 

19 But when you are car- 
ried before the moftilluftrious 
and dignified characters, be not 
anxious in {tudying a defence 
of your principles and con- 
duct—for that God, in whofe 
caufe you are engaged, will 
enable you, in that emergen- 
cy, to apologize for your- 
felves. 

20 So that your publick 
pleas on fuch occafions will 
not be fo much the efforts of 
human wifdom, as the dic- 
tates and fuggeftions of the 
ipirit of God. 

§—21 THe gofpel, you 
are going to preach, will in 
its confequences, produce the 
moft virulent and implacable 
feuds, and the moft unnatu- 
ral and deadly animofities in 


by MATTHEW. 


51 
families, accordingly as it is 
embraced or rejected by their 
repective members. For bro- 
ther fhall murder brother—a 
father his own child—and 
the fons fhall imbrue their 
hands in their parents’ blood. 

22 For you fhall be held in 
almoft univertal deteftation for 
your profeffion—But he, who 
through all thefe fcenes of 
contumely and cruelty, con- 
tinues ftedfaft in his attach- 
ment to my caufe, fhall final- 
ly be rewarded with everlaft- 
ing happinefs. 

23 Notwithftanding, there- 
fore, all the outrages you are 
expofed to, fhow yourfelves 
indefatigable in preaching the 
soipel, and when you meet 
with perfecution in one town, 
remove to another, and with 
invincible refolution preach 
the goipel there—for be af- 
fured you thal! not have vi- 
fited all the towns in Judea, 
before the moft dreadful de- 
{truction overtake it. 

24 A {fcholar hath no rea- 
fon to expect better treat- 
ment than. his teacher—ora 
fervant than his mafter. 

25 Ought not a disciple, or 
a flave, to think himfelt hap- 
py, if he have only to encoun- 
ter the fame difficulties, and 
to fubmit to the fame ufage 
as his inftruétor, or Lord, 
hath experienced from the 
world ?-—If they haye called 
tne 


32 
the mafter of the houfe Beel- 
zebub, how much more will 
they load his domeftics with 
the moft odious names and 
{candalous reproaches. 

26 Let not however, this 
feries of abufe overwhelm 
you with terrour and defpair, 
and difcourage you trom 
preaching the gofpel for 
there comes a day, when all 
the hidden fcenes of lite will 
be laid open, and fupreme 
juftice vindicate and glori- 
oufly reward opprefled inno- 
cence and perfecuted virtue. 

27 Let the profpect, there- 
fore, of no human fufferings 
intimidate and deject you, but 
difcharge your publick mini- 
ftration with undaunted cou- 
rage proclaiming in the 
moft publick and frequent- 
ed places thofe inftructions, 
which I have given you in 
our private retirements. 

28 Fear not thofe, whocan 
only inflict upon you bodily 
pain and torture, and deprive 
you of a precarious being — 
but whofe power extends no 
farther. But let that great 
Being be the object of your 
fear, who can involve both 
foul and body in total and 
everlafting deftruétion. Let 
that great Being, I repeat it, 
be the object of your conftant 
fear *. 
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29 For if the meaneft and 
moit inconfiderable creatures 
are perpetually under the in- 
ipection of ,God, and perifh 
not without his cognifance— 
how much more muft divine 
providence intereft itfelf in 
the guardianfhip and protec- 
tion of rational beings, and 
not fuffer them to be wantonly 
facrificed to the rage and ma- 
lice of mankind, without his 
knowledge and permiffion. 

30 So far from this, that 
the Jeaft evil cannot befal 
you without his direction — 
for God is intimately ac- 
quainted with all your mi- 
nuteft concerns, and the very 
hairs of your head are num- 
bered by his all-comprehen- 
five wifdom. 

31 Banifh, therefore, from 
your breait all fear of human 
malice and perfecution—An 
intelligent being worthily 
engaged in the publifhing 
among mankind a religion of 
God’s own appointment, 1s 
furely more intitled to the 
divine care and regards than 
the irrational and inferiour 
creatures: 

32 Thefe fufferings are the 
fure tefts of mens principles 
—Wholoever, theretore, not- 
withftanding the menaces of 
tyrants and the rage of per- 
fecutors, fhall, with undaunt- 


¢ The maxim of the great Turenne is juftly celebratcd——Je crains le 


Dieu, et je n’ai point d’autre crainte. 


ed 
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37 But whenever uy 
affections happen to interfere 
and clafh with your «duty, the 
former mu be given up 
without hefitation—for he, 
who facrifices his religion, 
either to parental tendernets, 
or to filial piety, forfeits the 
chriftian character, and will 
never be acknowledged as a 


ed refclution, publickly pro- 
fels his belief of chriftianity, 
him will I publickly acknow- 
ledge to be my true difciple 
before God and the affembled 
world. 

33 But whofoever thall be 
terrified by the dread of pub- 
Jick odiumn, or fear of perie- 
cution, into a publick recan- 
tation of his chriftian prin-| genuine dilciple. 
ciples, and fhall openly re-| 38 For.unworthy the name 


nounce his -profeffion —- him of chriftian is oe who ey 





wili I alfo publickly rejeét at} not fubmit to the gre ay 
the general refurrection. difficulties tor ee ne oF 
athe Sromiale eicnGiike 39 For he who faves his 
chriftian religion will produce.| Ife in this world by mean 
effects in the world, the very'} compliances, at the expence 
reverfe of its genius and ten-| of his conicience and religion, 
dency, for tho’ it is defined | fhall in another be for ever 
to promote univerfal harmony deprived of it¢—but he who 
and concord, and to extin-| lofes his lifein my caufe, thail 
euifh mens worft paffions,} with infinite advantage re- 
yet it will blow them into} gain it in a glorious and hap- 
the moft vehement and de-]| py immortality. 
{tructive flames. §—40 THesz admonitions 
35 For it will occafion fuch | I give you, and with this au- 
violent quarrels and unhappy | thority I inveft you—‘o that 
diicords, as will not only | every one who receiveth you, 
break ail the common ties of | in effect receives me—and he 
humanity, but alfo diffolve| who obeys my inftructions, 
the moit intimate bonds of | obeys the will of God, who 
confanguinity. originally delegated and jent 
36 And through oe me into the world. 
differences a man’s moft im. 41 tle who entertains a 
placable enemies fhall be} publick inftruétor, or a goad 
thofe of his own family. \; man, under thefe characters, 


¢ This text is more in point than any other a direct proof of the 
total perdition of the wicked —Who thall be punifhed with ecerla/fing 
defrudicn. 
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and pays their refpective dig- 
nity and worth a real efteem 
and iriendly regard, fhall be 
entitled to a fhare of their 
future rewards. 

2 And whofoever fhall do 
the leaft benevolent act of 
eencrofity, merely on account 
of your being my difciples, 
his generofity flowing trom 
fuch an inward principle fhall 
not go unrewarded. 
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DWE SUS. having with 

thefe directions difmif- 
fed his difciples, removed 
from that part of the coun- 
try, to teach and tnftruct 
other towns in the doctrines 
and duties of the gofpel. 

2 But the fame of his a- 
ftonifhing miracles reaching 
John, who was then in pri- 
fon—he called two of his dif- 
ciples, who were allowed free 
accefs to him in his confine- 
ment, and ordered them to 
propofe to Jefus the tollow- 
ing queftion °. 

3 Art thou that iluftrous 
perfonage foretold by the 
prophets? or is the Meffah 
{till to be the object of our 
expectation f 

4 To which meffage Jefus 
replied—Go and give John 
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a faithtul account not only of 
the facts which you have 
heard trom univerfal report, 
but of thofe, of which your- 
felves have been ipetators. 

5 Inform him that the 
blind receive their fight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are re- 
{tored to health, the deaf to 
hearing, the dead to lite, and 
to the pooreft objects are 
communicated the joyful tid- 
ings of everlafting falvation. 

6 And bleffed is he whom 
neither the meannefs of my 
condition, the oppofition of 
the Jews, or the fear of re- 
proach and perlecution, fhali 
diicourage from embracing 
my religion. 

§—7 When they were 
gone, Jefus took occafion to 
{peak concerning John to the 
multitudes, that were col- 
lected together, and faid to 
them—What induced you to 
flock in fuch crowds into the 
wildernefs °—Did fome trifle - 
ing and ridiculous affair excite 
in you a vain curlofity to go 
thither? 

8 What was it attracted 
your admiration ? — Did you 
prefs with fuch eager and im- 
patient fteps to fee a perfon 
attired in a vain and fan- 
taftic drefs, who fuddenly 
appeared there ?—Such dwell 


f John fent thefe, that they might fee the evidence that was exhibited, 
and afterwards become Chritt’s difciples. 
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in fplendid and magnificent 
palaces, but are not “feen in 
the dreary unfrequented wil- 
dernets. 

g What was it then you 
crowded to fee there ¢-—was 
it a prophet? yes, anda 
prophet greatly fuperiour in 
dignity and office <0 any that 
ever preceded him. 

10 For this is the perfon, 
whofe future appearance Ma- 
lachy predicted in that paf- 
fage—‘ Behold! I will com- 
miffion and fend a meffenger 
to be thy forerunner, in or- 
der that univerial attention 
may be excited, and the 
minds of men be previoufly 
difpofed for the reception of 
his heavenly doctrines.” 

11 J] affure you, there ne- 
ver appeared under the mo- 
faic difpenfation a prophet of 
juperiour eminence to John 
the Baptift neverthelefs, 
the moft ignoble and obfcure 
teacher of chriftianity is in- 
vefted with a fublimer office, 
end amore illuftrious mini- 
ftry than he was. 

12 But yet from the time 
that John’s miniftry com- 
menced to the prefent day, 
the erection ae the eae 
kingdom hath been moft 
violently oppofed, and the 
depraved and bigotted Jews 
furioufly affault, and la- 
bour to fubvert ic. with the 
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35 
moft determined rancour and 
malignity. 

13 The mofaic fyftem con- 
tinued in its full rorce ’ll the 
time that John entered upon 
his prophetic office; but it 
is now to be fuperfeded by a 
new and nobler inflitucion. 

14 And if you will admit 
and make proper ule of my 
affertion——-—be affured, That 
this perion is that Elias, whom 
the prophets foretold fhould 
come at the clofe of the Jew- 
ifh difpenfation. 

15 Let every one, who 
hath rational powers dili- 
gently cultivate and improve 
them, by carefully inveftigat- 
ing and fincerely obeying the 
cruch. 

16 But the prefent gene- 
ration difcovers fuch a petu- 
lancy and perverfenefs of tem- 
per, that no method of in- 
itruction will produce its in- 
tended effects. I can com- 
pare them to nothing fo pro- 
perly as toa number of peev- 
ifh children, who are deter- 
mined not to be pieafed with 
any thing their companions 
fay or do: 

17 Who, when their play- 
fellows are in the height of 
mirth and chearfulnels, ap- 
pear fulky and fullen—but 
are immediately in tranfports, 
when they fee others diffoived 
in tears. 
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36 fhe rittory of Jusus Chap. x1. 
The difingenuous per- 21 Woe unto you, O ye 
verfenefs of the prefent age is | inhabitants of Chorazin and 
evinced trom the averfion | Bethfaida! had fuch ftriking 
and contempt, they have | proofs of miraculous power 
equally fhowed to John’s in- | and divine authority been ex- 
ftrudtions and my own—tho’ | hibited before the citizens of 
our method and manners were | Uyre and Sidon, they would 
entirely difimilar. For John | have deemed the evidences 
praciicd rietd abitennoulnels, irvcriftible, immediately have 
and afte@ied the orate? aus | obeyed ae heavenly mefien- 
Aerity and mortification in} @cr, and repented with the 
histdrels and-dict: fincereft contrition and re- 
Fo. Lhe jon of twan, on } Mofile. 
the contrary, fiudied no tuch 22 Ee afiured, theretore, 
fingularities entertained no | that in the general judgment, 
fore uples about any particular | much lefs fevere puntihment 
kind of food, or liquor—but | fhall be infliéted on the inha- 
unaticctedly atlociared, and fa- | bitants ot Sodom and Gomor- 
millarly converfed with menof {ra than what you fhall then 
all profeiTions and conditions, | be doomed to. 
without diftindion—yer fill ie And mou O Caner- 


they are dilguited and ex- | na im! who now hait, by ‘thy 
power and opulence OU: 


oa wae 8 a {lave to ap- 

petite | [low exceMively fond | ed to io igh an elevation, 
of wine ! VV heat an Hep ara- fhale be precipitaied into the 
tale companion of wicked and | fowelt gulph of rutn and de- 
proilivate men! ——- Bur (ae CUON=—1.0F aa Ue Tit 
ihate who are ine > veal friends | ftrious miracles beenwr Wehe 
of virtuc, confcious of its in- in Sodom, it would have been 

fanding at this day. 


Cala nile Avorthie Cimprace it, 
what extertur form forever it 24 As thou hatt, there- 
tore, refitted ftroncer con- 
{ 


alumes, and obey its diclates, 
ictions and ok oreater 
evidences than Sodom ever 


in What method and manner 
feaver they come recom- 
i idk be ea ics future 


has 5 Tig beeinete | mies wily bere cr eaaiul 
lich, Gan: Lown, eh whan thole, ty which thou 
bode erly Amiebel cs. Wo: ie | ale Se Cevolced, 


uf his miracles, | §—-25 Av that tine Jetus 
uttered ar 6 DOU cyaculation 
to Goj—l th sank thee, O thou 


ereat 


* 
are een ee me 
ee Ore Ge ae Pdi G 
1) 


iar bnew IMI Oueka ie preju- 
ees, and hivincible obitt- 


‘See ee ee ee eet ee em I ee ew eee rc ee ee eee ee 


VN and iEPE Peet, 
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erest Parent of univerial na-| precepts, which T have ilu: 
ture, that thou haft hid the} trated and enforced by my 
evidences or the gofpel trom J own condud, ane learn from. 
thofe, who value thendclves |} my example the virtues of 
op tneir fuperiour wildom oe Age Ronee ue un- 
and erudition; but hait ex- | alected humility —and you 


hibited them in their fall tr | will fecure true and lafti Ing 

refiftible force before humble, | peace and happinefs. 
docil, anc din ngenuous nunds. 30 For my doctrine ts cal- 
26 ‘This procedure, O fu- eureed fOP-athe =< fClicitya Of 
mankind—trs inj functions are 


preme Fatner of ail, was in 
confequence of that benevo-| not rigourous ee opprefive 
tO huni nature-— bur the 


Jent plan which thy inAnite 
wifdom originally formed. p ee into which it introduces 

27 Nie hath God commif. J men, are un} ipeakably plea- 
fioned and empowered to re-] iant rer delectable. 
veal his will co mankind — 
and there 1s no being fo well 
acquainted wirh the nluftrious 
dignity and office, with which 
Tam invetted, as hep hee 
nor is there any intelligent 
creature favoured with fo 
clear and fublime a percep- 
rion of the nature and per-| 
teCtions of the Deity as the 
Son, and as all will entercain 
in confecuence of their re- 
ception of the chriftian re- 
Rgion *. 

28 Gome unto me all-ve 
who vroan under the anfup- 
portable burden of the cere- 
mionial law ——- and I[ wil 
vindicate you into perc} hunger once compelie: 
liberty and freedoin. vid and his men a: do? 


29 Obey my doctrines and | 4 Need Tremind you, tha: 


ne 
| 


Cat ACP. XA. 
( 1 a: lie Appene ed about that 


finic-taat as ei was 
cOIng through fome corn- 
fields, his difciples, co: mpetled 
by pee: iy lucke d fome of 
(iecai. 8 ch cy palled along, 
ruere mo ge oe chem in hele 
hands. began to cat the corn, 
pod he i { rae Re cawins 
this, fas co Tefus-—Why dott 
not thou reprove thy its 
Cink gs for violating the duties 
of the dabbath? 
210 2 as ems. replied 
— Do not you re oe as 


£ This is in fact true, and is 23 markable prophefy of ‘Our Saviour. ae 
these countries will be found extre, ely celcctive an the ede fe OF 
jupreme God, which have not recetved the Chriftian revelation. 


i) e bee 


he 


38 


he went into the tabernacle 
and eat the confecrated fhezw 
brecd, which all, except 
pricits, were ftri Ely prohi- 
eae from tafling. 

Vhe conduct alfo of the 
Gene tho’ on a fabbath day 
they go through all the work 
and labour of the temple fer- 
vice and facritives, 1s not ac- 
counted criminal. 

6 And if the fabbatical 
employment of the priefts in 
the temple exempt them 
from all guilt, much more 


will the important office of 


with 


my 


preaching the gofpel, 
which J have invefted 
difciples, excufe them. 
7 lt you had known the 
true meaning of thofe words 
in the prophet— « J am bet- 
ter pleafed with acts of mer- 
cy and compaffion, than with 
the moft coftly facrifices” — 
God by this direction infi- 
nuating that pofitive inftitu- 


tions are jn his eftimation of 


inferiour value to moral ob- 
heations—you would not with 
fuch rigour have cenfured 
my difciples for the violation 
of a mere external cere- 
mony, and the tranfereffion 
or a command purely arb- 
wrary 

8 For the fon of man is 
authorized to fet men free 
trom thote ceremonious = ri- 
gours and fabbatical feveri- 
tes, which you impote. 
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§—g Goinc from that 

place he went into one of 

their religious affemblies, 

10 1n which there was a 
man, who had a withered 
hand. The Jews, therefore, 
fecing his attention cngaged 
by fuch an unhappy {pectacle, 
ana watching every opportu- 
nity to afperfe and blacken 
his character, and dettroy his 
publick uicfulnefs, faid — Is 
i¢ lawful co heal cn the fab- 
bath ? 

1i To which queftion he 
replied—lIs there any of you, 
tho’ the moft ftrict and con- 
fcientious oblferver of the fab- 
bath, who would hefitate a 
moment to extricate a fheep, 
that was entangled ina brake, 
or fallen into a pit on the 
fabbath day ? 

12 snd if no one {cruples 
to affiit a beaft in fuch cir- 
cumftances — how infinitely 
more fit and Jawful 1s it to 
do an act of mercy and be- 
nevolence on a fabbath day 
to a rational being ! 

13. He then turned to the 
man, and faid—itxtend thy 
arm—he extended it—and it 
was inftantaneoufly as perfect 
25 i other. 

4 Buc the Pharifees, tn- 
Read of being convinced by 
this amazing ” difplay of di- 
vine power, went away ftung 
with implacable rage and in- 
veterate malice and imme. 
diately 


Chap. xu. 
diately confederated together 
anc vowed his deftruction. 

15 But Jefus by that know- 
ledge of the human heart, 
with which he was endowed, 
being confcious of their de- 
figns againft his life, remov- 
ed from that part of the coun- 
try, attended with vaft mui- 
titudes of people; among 
whom he cured all who la- 
boured under any difeaie. 

i6 But ftrictly charged 
the:n not to divulge the fame 
of his miraculous cures—left 
tne Jews, fired with refent- 
ment, fhould apprehend him 
and accelerate his death. 

17 By his courting priva- 
cy, therefore, and making 
obicure retreats the fcene of 
his inftructions and miracles, 
he fulfilled the following pro- 
phecy of Maiah. 

18 ** Behold my fervant, 
the object of all my fondett 
affections! { will impart to 
him the moft excellent erits 
and aftonifhing powers, and 
he thall propagate true reli- 
gion amagnge the nations. 

ig He fhall not convoke 
the people, with loud voci- 
feration, to fee his miracles 
——nor difplay his divine en- 
dowments in the f{treets, with 
oftentatious parade : 
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inoffenfive, and ever actuated 
by the rules of prudence and 
caution —="tll the time that 
he fhall have finifhed the pe- 
riod of his publick miniftry, 
and firmly eftablifhed his reli- 
cion. 

a1 And after its eftablith- 
ment in Judea, the Heathens 
fhall embrace it, and receive 
him as the Mefiah and law- 
giver of the world.” 

§—22 THERE was brought 
to him at that time a moft 
miferable object, labouring 
under a dreadful complica- 
tion of afflictions — for the 
wretched creature was In- 
fane, blind, and dumb—But 
he inftantly reftored him to ~ 
the ufe of his hearing, {peech, 
and intellects. 

23 At which miracle the 
whele multitude were ftruck 
with the laft amazement, and 
faid—Mutt not this perfonage 
be the Meffiah *? 

24 The Pharifees, who 
were preient, hearing this 
language, and being deter- 
mined to evade the evidence, 
to renounce his pretenfions, 
and to ruin his reputation 
with the multitude, rephed 
— This man is only a con- 
federate with the damons, 
and eje€ts them by means of 


29 The whole of his de-|fome compact with their 
portment fhall be meek and | chieftain Beelzebub. 
bh This is the reading in feveral Mc, 
Ly A. <5 But 


40 
25 Bur Jefus, whofe divine 
knowledee penetrated the 


human heart, and pervaded 
all its inmoft receffes, know- 
ing their malicious thoughts 
and invidious dehens, turned 
to them and thus addreffed 
them —livery kingdom torn 
by internal divifions and ci- 
vil ditcord 1s quickly reduced 
to a {tate of the moft deplo- 
rable difolution and ruin — 
every city alfo and every fa- 
mily, full of diffention and the 
rage of faction and animolity, 
cannot flourifh and profper: 

26 Now if Satan empower 
any one to expel thole dz- 
toons which he himfelf in- 
jects, he muft foment diffen- 
tions in bis oven kingdom— 
and coniequently conicnts to 
its weaknels and Gemolition. 

So Beles, ak ly cjectucie: 
mons by a confederacy with 
Beelzecbub—by whole agency 
and affiftance do your relati- 
ons eject them ?—d<\s to any 
teal Jeague or compact that 
they have with infernal fpinits 
as their co-adjutors, J refer 
vou to their determination 
and judgment’. 

28 But if I exterminate 
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Capex. 
dwzmons and cure the moft 
inveterate dijorders by a pow- 
er cCOonMunicated to me trom 
the fupreme Being-——it fol- 
lows, that J am commiffioned 
and authorized by God to 
efladiith his kingdom and 
promote the inicretts of his 
moral government. 

29 AS no one can forcibly 
enter the houfe ot a ftrore 
man and pillage it, unlefs he 
be poffeffed or itreneth to bind 
and confine him —— fo the 
power, with which Iam en- 
dowed to expel daemons, 
proves me poffciied of force 
juperiour to theirs. 

30 So far, therefore, am I 
from being an accomplice 
with Satan, as you 1ofinuate; 
that Satan, difclaiming all 
conncéetions with ime, eppoles 
ne with unprecable malice-—— 
and is fo far from being my 
auxiliary, ihat he cautes the 
greareft miichicts, in order to 
counteract my defions*. 

Si Anos tO your dens 
ing my miracles to a fuppofed 
intercounle with Beelzebub, 
let me obferve concerning this 
that the moi{t atrocious 
crimes and the moft agera- 


. 
] 
‘ 
r 
4 





1 Meaning, that they would find, upon examining them, thatit was 
jmpolible that any fuch intcrcourfe or confederacy with evil f{pirits thould 


ever be eftablithed. 


« Phe literal tranflation of the Verfe is this—He (1. ¢. Satan) not be- 
ing with me is againft me — and not gathering fheafs with me, f{catters 
them all abroad ——Obferve, that our ierd reafoned and confuted them 


upon fer principles. 


vated 
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vated guilt fhall be forgiven , 
but that incorngible malig- 
nity of heart, which can in- 
duce men to evade all the 
ftriking evidence of divine 
power that hath been exii- 
biced, by imputing them to 
a contederacy with “demons, 
fhall never be forgiven—as it 
is fuch an enormity of con- 
duct, and difcovers a mind 
fo infuperably prejudiced and 
depraved, as the ftronactl 
convictions could never affe& 
and penetrate. 

32 Even the mott oppro- 
brious calumnies aeain{t the 
fon of man thall be forgiven 
— but he who thail revec& all 
the mott iiluftrious proofs 
and with falichcod and blat- 
phemy aferibe the miraculous 
operations ot God to the in- 
vifible machinery and enerey 
of wicked and injernai {pirits, 
precludes all conviction, and 
fhall never be torgiven, here 
or hereafter. 

33 So that as the goodnefs 
or badnefs of a tree is cer- 
tainly difcovered by the fruit 
tt bears —= fo the moral be- 
haviour and actions of men 
are an infallible ctett and cri- 
terion of the gcodnefs or bad- 
nejs of their hearts. 

34 For is it pofible that 
you, who harbour in your 
hearts fuch virulence and ran- 
cour againft me, can fpeak 
of me “with candour and de- 
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cency ? —— your prefent re- 
proaches are but the over- 
Howings of a Gepraved heart. 
a6 Mens outward conyer- 
iation and depsrtment are the 
true index of their minds — 
su cood actions of a virtuous 
erion flow trom the pure 
hol 2c0sd Neare= bus 
be actions of a bad man come 
fcained and tinctured from the 
impure fOMGCAMIOP 4 corrupt 
heart. | 

36 And be affuted, that 
for every contemptuous ban- 
ter and {neer that fhall be cait 
upon the divine authority and 
iliuitrious evidences of the 
cofpel, thole who have wan- 


a 
as 


tonly and maklicicufly thrown 
outfuch invidious reflections, 
fhali be called to a fevere ac- 
count at the general jude- 
ment. 

37 For men, who have had 
aye evidences of the cofpel in 
all their lufire propoted to 
them, fhall in that day be 
either applauded, or con- 
demned, according as they 
have admitted or rejected the 
proofs given in aiteftation of 
It. 

§—33 Ar that time fome 
of the Scribes and Phari- 
fees {poke to him and _ faid 
—Sir, the miracles you have 
hitherto wrought have not 
been able to convince us— 
fhow us iome extraordi: nary 
prodigy, that may be an ir- 


reliftible 


42 
refiftible proof to us of your 
divine commifion. 

39 To whom Jefus thus 
replied A nation funk in 
debauchery an:? wickednefs, 
not fatished with all the proofs 
TY have hitherto publhickly 
given of my prophetic mil- 
fion and character, requires 
me to exhibit before them 
fome miraculous prodigy— 
But as they have hitherto re- 
fitted all the other ftriking 
teftimonies I have hitherto 
produced, no miraculous pro- 
digy fhall be further granted 
them, except one that will 
be fimilar to what befel the 
prophet Jonah. 

40 For as Jonah being 
thrown into the fea, and {wal- 
lowed by a great fifth’, lay 
ingulphed in its profound and 
apacious belly three days 
and three nights, and was af- 
terwards diigorged, and re- 
ftored to light and life—fo 
fhall the fon of man continue 
the fame {pace of time in the 
grave, and afterwards burft 
the bonds of death. 

41 The behaviour of the 
inhabitants of Nineveh fhow 
the conduct of the prefent 
age to be abfolutely inexcul- 
able. For tho’ Jonah only 
gave them verbal admoni- 
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tions attended with no mira- 
cles, yet they were awakcn- 
ed, and repenied in fincere 
and unfeigned contriicn — 
but this age hath rejeed a 
perion vefted with an infi- 
nitely greater authority and 
fuperiour power. 

42 The conduct aife of the 
gueen of Arabia will at the 
eeneral yudgrnent evince to 
the whole afiembled world 
that the condemnation of the 
prefent race will be juft—For 
fhe felt fuch emotions at the 
fame of Solomon’s cclebrated 
widom, that nothing could 
allay her vchement defire of 
converfing with ftich match- 
lefs knowledge, but fhe hat- 
tened with impatient fteps to 
Jerufalem, tho’ immente and 
rugged regions interpofed — 
But the prefent generation 
treat a perion of fsupertour 
wifdom and eminence to 
Solomon, with the laft con- 
tempt. 

43 When an impure fpirit 
is ejected out of a man, it 
roams over dreary and inhof- 
pitable waftes, in queft of 


repofe, but fatally  difap- 
pointed : 
44 Tired with devious 


wandering, and filled with 
defpondency, it forms a re- 


The Greeks ufed the word xurcs to denote not merely a whale, but 
any large fith, as is evident from the following paflage in Plutarch : 
ryorpiDsoy sy nalapw Asueve ANTOS GUrsAaGs. Phocion p. 1334. Ed. Steph. 


jolution, 
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folution, at all adventures, 
to return to its old refidence 
— when behold! on its ap- 
proach it finds it turnifhed 
with every elegance for its 
reception. 

45 Tranfported with this 
unexpected bappinefs, it ran- 
ges in fearch of its compa- 
nions, and takes a number of 
dzmons of greater malignity 
and ferocity than itfelf—and 
they all take poffeffion, and 
render the lait condition of 
that man infinitely more 
wretched and deplorable than 
it was before . 

§—46 Wuire he was en- 
caged in thefe difcourfes, his 
mother and his brothers, 
wanting to confult him pri- 


vately, could not gain accefs }. 


to his perfon, for the multi- 
tudes that furrounded him. 

47 Upon which a perfon 
faid to him—your mother 
and your brothers are come 
and feek a private conference 
with you, but are prevented 
by the crouds from approach- 
ing you, 

48 From this incident Je- 
fus taking occafion to incul- 
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cate a leffon of ufeful inftruc- 
tion upon his hearers, addref- 
fing the perfon, who inform- 
ed him, and raifing his voice, 
faid——-Wham do you call my 
mother, and whom my bro- 
thers ? 

49 Then turning to his 
difciples, and ftretching out 
his hands over them, he faid 
— Behold my mother! Be- 
hold my brothers! 

50 For every perfon, who 
fincerely loves God and obeys 
his will, is united to me by 
more ftrong and intimate 
bonds than the clofeft ties of 
blood can form—and fuch a 
character fhall be to me every 
endearing relation in one. 


CHa Xl. 


I Bot Jefus finding him- 
felf greatly incommod- 
ed in the houfe, and his in- 
{tructions confined within a 
narrow circle, removed to 
the fea fhore, that he might 
be more generally heard. 
2 And taking a boat, he 
fat down in it while infi- 
nite crowds colleéted and 





m By this fabulous reprefentation is fitly adumbzated the moral ftate of 


the Jewifh nation during our Saviour’s miniftry — for tho’ their vices and 
prejudices were for a time dfcarded, when John made his public ap- 
pearance, and they were baptifed by him making penitent confeffion of 
their fins—yet thefe vices foon returned and repefeffd them with greater 
force and violence than ever, and by rendering their hearts inacceffible 


to all conviction ai lax plunged them in the moft fatal mifery and de- 
traction. 


2 formed 


44 


formed themfelves 
rifing beach, 

3 Tothele he thought nre- 
per to convey infraction in 
fabulous reprefe ntacions 
and he acer ic: toctienyr the 


On the 





following paratie —- Aw hul- 
bandna.an went cut to fow his 
crounds, 


4-Eutche feed beins{cat- 
zered promifcuoufly, and in 
every direction, met accord- 
moly a various fate—for fome 
fell on the hard beaten path, 
into which not being admit- 
red, as it lay on the furtface, 
the birds urged with hunger 
immediately light, and pick- 
ed it all up. 

5 Others fell on hard im- 
penetrable rocks, juft cover- 
ed with foil—into which as 
foon as received, it came up, 
but having no depth of foil, 
it was not able to {trike roor: 

6 fo that when the fun rofe 
and affailed it with its fcorch- 
ing beams, 1t was inftantly fhri- 
yelled, and being deftitute of 
both root and moifture, it 
withered, faded, and died. 

7 Some alfo fell among 
rank and invincible weeds — 
which fhooting out tall luxu- 
rious branches, and ipread- 
ing around their baleful in- 
fluence, entirely choaked and 
killed it by depriving it of all 
nourifhment. 

8 But other feeds fel] upon 
sood foil in whofe genial 
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delom being foftered and ad- 
vanced to maturity, 3t repaid 
the hufbandroan with a rich 
and copious crep, proporti- 
onate to the refncctive de- 
Srecs. OF Lie Ik Ss TeMmity. 

Tet every one, whom 
God hath endowed with ra- 
tional and intelectual pow- 
ers, cultivate and improve 
them by a diligent an. care- 
ful attention to truth and {fa- 
cred inftruction. 

§—10 Havine finithed 
this difcourfe, the aiciples 
afked him in private, what 
induced him to convey his 
doctrines to the populace in 
the vehicle of fiction and pa- 
rable. 

11 To which queftion he 
thus replied —Your good dit- 
pofitions have previoully en- 
geaced you to embrace the 
colnel, from a pertuafion of 
Its crath and exceilence, and 
you are acquainted with its 
original defign and tendency 
but the incredulous and 
obitinate Jews, who com- 
pofe the ereateft part of my 
audience, are deftirute of the 
love of virtue, candour and 
truth. 

12 For he that is blefled 
with good difpofitions, and 
enquires after truth wih fin- 
cere honetty and impartiality, 
fhall greatly augment his for- 
mer ftock of relicious know- 
ledge, and by the diligent 
culture 
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of his 
reap a ccpious har- 
veft of wiidom and virtue— 
but he, who carries not thefe 
good dilpofitions to the in- 
vettigation of truth, but hath 
his mind warped by preju- 
dice: and “perverted by -wice; 
will be fo tar trom embracing 
truth, when it preiencs iclelf 
betore him, in che fulnefs of 
evidence, thac it will only 
rivet and eftablith his former 
prejudices the more, | 

:2. This, therefore, is the 
motive that hath induced me 
to veil the truth under the 
fhade of parable — becaufe 
thofe, who have been eye- 
vitnefles of my illuftrious 
miracles, have not been con- 
vinced; and thofe who have 
heard authentic accounts of 
them, have not been per- 
fuaded of their credibility 
and admitted them as proots 
of my divine miffion and 
character, 

14 So that I may juitly 
apply to the prefent ace the 
following paflage in Itaiah, as 
de{criptive of their meral ftate 
and condition — *S You fhall 
hear repeated accounts of the 
moft amazing miracles—but 
they fhall preduce no rational 
convictions In your minds— 
you fhail even behold fre- 
quent difplays of fupernatu- 
ral power — bur fhall not ac- 
knowledge it to be divine, 


culture 
powers 


intellectual 
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15 tor the perception of 
this people is blunted by pre- 
poficfhion, fo that it is impof- 
fible to gain admiffion to their 
hearts by the avenues of any 
of their fenfes—for they have 
ncither the faculties of fceing, 
NEMS. Gr underftanding to 
beftow on any fcheme, that 
hath a tendency to produce a 
general reformation and a- 
meniment of life among: 
them.” 

16 But great beyond de- 
{cription is your happinefs, 
who are upon the ftrongeft 
evidence convinced, by what 
you continually fee and hear, 
of the divine dignity and e- 
minence of my prophetic of- 
fice and authority. 

17 For be affured, that 
many of the moft illuftrious 
and diftinguifhed perfonages 
tor witdom and virtue in for- 
mer ages, have defired to live 
in the times in which you live, 
and to be fpeétators of thoie 
grand fcenes, which you every 
day behold —— but were noz 
permitted. 

18 As you have, there- 
fore, embraced my religion, 
and are defirous to know its 
precepts and doctrines — ar- 
tend to the following expli- 
cauion of the fable juft re- 
cited. 

rq The feed, then, that 
was icattered upon the beaten 
path reprefents eyery perten 

hole 


4.6 
whofe prejudices and ftupidi- 
ty will not fuffer the doctrines 
of Chriftianity to make any 
Jafting impreffion upon their 
minds, but furrender up the 
principles of it an eafy prey 
to any perfon who is wick- 
ed enough to defire the fa- 
crifice. 

20 The feed fown upon 
the rocks flightly covercd 
with earth 1s intended to de- 
tcribe thofe, who on the firft 
propolal immediately embrace 
the gofpel with tranfport. 

21 But thefe their tranf- 
perts are but of a fhort and 
momentary duration for 
their minds beine full of ca- 
price and levity render it im- 
poflible for the gofpel to e- 
rect any thing folid and du- 
rable on fo light and unftable 
a foundation Jo that the 
very firit trial and perfecu- 
uon, that affails them, fub- 
verts their principles, and 
cauies them immediately to 
abrure Chriftianity without 
the leaft remorfe. 

22 The feed, moreover, 
which was diffeminated a- 
mong thorns, denotes thofe, 
who hear and profefs the gof- 
pel — but their anxious {foli- 
citude for fecular honour and 
grandeur, and their infatiable 
luft of gold, deprive the good 
principles they have unbibed 
of nourifhment, and entirely 
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preclude all religious and vir. 
tuous improvement. 

23 Laftly, by the good 
feed fown upon good land 
are fignified thofe virtuous 
characters, who attentively 
liften to the important lefions 
of the gofpel, and make it 
their ftudy to underftand 
them —= and who, in confe- 
quence of thei thirft after 
moral and religious pleafures, 
attain a confiderable profici- 
ency in the knowledge of di- 
vine things. 

§—24 Arrer having thus 
given the moral of the fore- 
going fable in private to his 
difciples—he addreffed to the 
people alfo the following pa- 
rable—Tue gofpel difpenta- 
tion may be compared to an 
hufbandman, who fowed his 
ground with good feed. 

25 But at the dead of night, 
when every eye was clof- 
ed in fleep, his malicious e- 
nemy fole into the field — 
fowed tares among the wheat 
—and then flunk away. 

26 So that no fooner was 
the corn in the blade and be- 
gan to promife a copious har- 
veft, but it was found to be 
intermixed with tares, which 
fhot up in great abundance. 

2% Struck with this unex- 
pected phznomenon, the fer- 
vants haftened to their mafter 
and faid——Sir, you certainly 
fowed 
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towed good grain in your field 
— what is the reafon, there- 
fore, that it hath produced 
fuch a quantity of tares ? 

28 This iniury, iaid he to 


them, is dose me by fome. 


perion that wifhes me ill — 
Would you have us go then, 
faid the fervants, and clear the 
crops of them ? 


29 By no means, he re-. 


plied—tfor by eradicating the 


tares you will at the fame. 
time loofen the roots of the 


wheat. 

30 Let both continue in 
the mixed ftate they are in 
"rill the harveft — and then I 
fhall order my reapers firft to 
collect the tares together and 
burn them up — afterwards 
carefully to felect the good 
grain and repofit i¢ in my 
barn. 

§—31 The following was 
alfo another of his inftructive 
fables, which he publickly 
delivered — CHRISTIANITY 
is in its original like a fingle 
crain of muflard feed, which 
a man fows in his feild. 

32 Which is one of the 
leaft of all feeds—but after it 
hath attained its full growth, 
becomes one of the tallett 
of the vegetable world, and 
ftretches out its branches 
with fuch ftately growth and 
luxurrance, as to afford fhel- 
ter and lodging to the fea- 
thered tribes, 
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§ — 33 Tus parable he 
likewie adareffed to the peo- 
ple—CurisTianity may be 
compared to leaven, which 
@ woman mixed among a 
very confiderable Guantity of 
dough, “till the whole mafs 
was fermented. 

34. Fable or parable was 
the didactic form in which 
Jeius chofe to convey inftruc- 
tion to his audience—All his 
publick difcourfes abounded 
with mioral allegories and fi- 
curative reprefentations : 

35 So that the words of 
the pfalmuft may be properly 
cited and apphed to Jefus— 
“¢ T will utter parables, and 
difcloie important things un- 
known to former ages.’ 

§—36 After Jefus had re- 
tired from the multitude into 
a private houfe—the difciples 
approached and thus accofted 
him—Condefcend to give us 
an explication of the table of 
the tares. 

37 In comphance with 
their requeft he gave them 
the following explanation — 
By the perfon, who fowed the 
good grain, I intended to 
reprefent the fon of man— 

38 By the feld—the pre- 
fent {tate of trial and dhici- 
pline by the good grain, 
virtuous—-and by the tares— 
wicked chrittians. 

39 By the enemy that fow- 
ed them, the devil—by the 
harveft, 
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harveft, the final coniumma- 
tion of this probationary {cene 
——and by the reapers, the 
Angels. 

40 For as in harveft time 
the tares are carefully fepa- 
rated from the grain, collec- 
ted toeether, and cntirely 
burnt up—to will God 1n the 
day of judgment deal with 
worthlefs and 3 incorrigible fin- 
ners. 

41 For the fon of man 
fhall difpatch hts angels into 
every part of his w ide and 
extenfive kingdom, and they 
fhall convene coocther every 
one, who bata wilfully, C1. 
ther by precept or example, 
impeded the progreis or re- 
ligion, and led impious and 
unmoral lives: 

42 And they thall drive 

al precipitate them into 2 
yawning eulph of flaming 
fire, where they fhall teel the 
mioft excruciating pain, and 
fuffer muifery and = horrour 
unutterable. 

43 But the fincerely pious 
and virtuous fhall chen i 
snvetted with a robe ct cel 


tial glory, relemblne ie 
mure effuigence of the meri- 
dian fan—Let e every rational 


and accountable being attend 
ro the'e Important and imnter- 
efting dilcoveries. 

ae NGAIN «the Ghril- 
cian revelation is hike an ex- 
seeding rich and fplendid 


ow) 
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treaiure, which had for a longs 
time ee privately concealed 
in a field —— which a man 
Macae to dicover, ts tranI- 
ported with inexpreffible joy 
—covers it up up avain— 
haftens home with rapid and 
impatient tteps—and converts 
his whoie e¢itate into money, 
co purchafe that field. 

5 Tuer golpel king- 
dom retenibles allo a mer- 
chant, who indetatigably ex- 
plores roreign regions iniearch 
of the choicctt diamonds : : 

46 And happening to meet 
with one of Immenfe value— 
he goes immeciately and fells 
every thing he hath in the 
world, and makes a purchate 
of ‘ey 

§—47 Finazry, Chriftia- 
nity is ikea net caft into the 
fea, and inclofing fith of every 
{pecies : 

4% And when it 1s replete, 
they drag it to land then 
feacing themfelves upon the 
fhore , they feparate the good 
from an bad—and careiully 
preferve the firit, but throw 
the lat away as altogcther 
ulelels. 

49 Ina manner fimilar to 
this fhall men be treated at 
the general pee Ona ot 
the ‘angels of God fhall then 
be fentc out to fever the wick- 
ed from the virtuous : 

So \Whomy aiterihey have 
thus difcriminpared, they will 

plunge 
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plunge into an abyfs of flam- 
ing fire, in which they will 
feel the moft dire and agon- 
izing torments. 

§——51 Arrer  fpeaking 
thefe parables Jefus faid to 
his difciples — Do you per- 
fectly underftand my mean- 
ing and intention? they 
an{wered in the affirmative. 

52 He then faid to them 
—every publick teacher of 
chriftianity ought to ftudy the 
precepts and “doétrines of it 
with juch fedulous applica- 
tion and induttry, thac he, 
like a careful and provident 
matter of a large family, may 
lay up a rich and inexhaufti- 
ble fund of ufeful knowledge, 
and may upon every occafion 
be always able from a mind 
replete with wifdom to ad- 
minifter anample and falutary 
repaft for the confolation and 
benefit of mankind in every 
various ftate and condition. 

§—53 ArrTer Jefus had 





delivered thefe parables, he 
removed from thofe parts, 
54 and coming into his 


native country he publickly 
taught in their religious ai- 
femblies—and difplayed fuch 
amazing wildom and profound 
erudition in his difcourfes, 
that his audience was ftruck 
with the utmoft jurprife, and 
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faid one to another — Where 
did this man acquire his learn- 
ing—whence did he derive 
his {uperiour abilities ? 

55 Do not we know him 
to be born of an ignoble and 
obfcure family ?—Is not his 
father a carpenter ?>— We all 
know his mother Mary, and 
his brothers James and John, 
Simon and Jude. 

56. Fis iifters’ ‘tao: are all 
fettled among us—How 1s it, 
therefore that a perfon of fuch 
mean parentage, and deiticute 
ofaliberal education, comes to 
be endowed, all on a fudden, 
with fuch ftupendous learn- 
ing and aftonifhing gilts? 

57 Thefe confiderations 
led them to conceive the moft 
violent and invincible preyu- 
dices againft him—But upon 
this unreafonable difeut and 
abfurd conclufion of his coun- 
trymen, Jefus made the fol- 
lowing obfervation—A Bao: 
lick inftruCtor is never fo fure 
to meet with inepeatnl 
treatment, as among his re- 
lations and acquaintance. 

58 And he worked but 
few miracles amone them, 
becaufe he judged it morally 
impoffible to remove their in- 
veterate prejudices, and to 
convince fuch obftinate and 
incorrigible incredulity. 
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I HE fame of thefe 

iluftrious miracles 

had now reached Herod’s 


court, who was the Tetrarch 
of Galilee, and raifed pain- 
tul emotions in his mind. 

2 Greatly alarmed, therc- 
fore, and being ftung with 
a fenfe of conicious guilt, he 
told his courtiers — that this 
perfon, who did fuch ftupen- 
duous things, could be no 
other than John the Baptitt, 
whem he had lately behead- 
ed, but whom divine provi- 
dence had now rettored to 
life. 

3 For upon John’s freely 
remonitrating again{t his in- 
tended marriage with Hero- 
dias his brother Philip’s lady, 
Herod was fo exalperated, 
that he immediately ordcred 
him to be apprehended and 
loaded with chains; 

4 Merely becauie John 
had the undaunted refolution 
to affure him— That fuch a 
marriage would be a flagrant 
violation of the law of God. 

4 This bold declaration in- 
eChled’ the tyrant to. sucha 
degree, that nothing would 
content him but his blood— 
and this he would inflantly 
have fhed, but he was atraid 
that by this ftep he fhould in- 
cur the odium of his fubrects 
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—tor John was efteemed by 
the majority as a moft illuf- 
trious prophet. 

6 While John was undercon- 
hnement, it happened that He- 
rod celebrated his birth day 
with great pomp and magni- 
ficence on which occafion 
the daughter of Herodias 
danced before the company 
with fuch inimitable grace and 
elegance, as filled Herod with 
ec{tacies of rapture. 

7 So that he was tranfport- 
ed into fuch extravagancics, 
as to promife by the moft 
folemn adjuration, before the 
whole affembly — that what 
fhe fhould afk of him, he 
would give her, whatever it 
fhould be. 

8 The young lady hearing 
this affeveration, and being 
previoufly taught and infti- 
gated by her mother, faid 
dire¢tly—Give me then, Sir, 
the head of the Baputt. 

g Upon fuch an unexpeét- 
ed demand the king was 
thrown into the utmoft per- 
turbation and ericf for the 
rafh promife he had made— 
and would gladly have re- 
tracted 1t but the folemn 
obligation, with which he 
had bound himfelf, and a 
regard to the company, who 
had all been witneffes of it, 
incited him to give orders, 
that her requeft fhould im- 
mediately be granted. 
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10 Anexecutioner, there- 
fore, was diipatched to the 
prifon in which he lay, to be- 
head him. 


ix And his head was 
brought into the room upon 


a large difh, and pretented to 
the young lady, who carried 
it to her mother. 

12 When Jonn’s dhiciples 
were acquainted with the fate 
of their mafter, they went to 
the prifon took up his 
corpfe and buried it—then 
came and informed Jefus of 
all that had happened. 

.§—13 WHEN Jetus receiv- 
ed this account, he removed 
from that part of the country 
and croffing the lake, 
fought a private and {equeft- 
ered retreat — But when the 
populace underftood where 
he had retired, they repaired 
by land to the place, from 
all the neighbouring towns, 
in a prodigious concourfe. 

14 Jefus beholding fuch an 
immenfe crowd collected to- 
eether, was affected with the 
tendereft fympathy and com- 
paffion, and healed all among 
them, who laboured under 
any indifpofition. 

15 But the evening now 
advancing, the difciples came 
to him and ijaid Chis is a 
wafte and iahofpitable coun- 
try, in which we now are, 
and at a confiderable diftance 
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from any inhabited place— 
it will. be proper, therefore, 
for you to difmifs the multi- 
tude before the clofe of the 
day, that they may have time 
to reach the villages and eet 
refrefhment. 

16 Towhom Jefus rephed 
There 1s no neceflity to 
difmifs them — furnifh provi- 
fions for them yourtelves 

17 Thatisimpofiible, they 
anfwered-—-—for ail our ftock 
amounts only to five loaves 
and two fifnes. 

18 Thete he ordered them 
to bring to him. 

1g Then commanding the 
multitude to fit down upon 
the grafs in regular and uni- 
form rows, he took the tive 
loaves and the two fifhes into 
his hands, directed his eyes 
to heaven, and devoutly blef- 
fed God—arter this he broke 
them diftributed them to 
his difciples—and the difci- 
ples to the multitude. 

20 But this fcanty pittance 
was fo miraculoufly multipli- 
ed by an immediate exertion 
of divine power, that not on- 
ly was every individual plen- 
tifully entertained, bur there 








remained, over and above 
what was coniumed, frag- 


ments fufficient to All twelve 
bafkets. 

21 The number of thoie, 
who were thus feafted, with- 
Out 


to 


a 
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out reckoning the women and 
children, prefe nt, was about 
five choufaed. 

§—22 IMmMEpraTery after 
this, Jefus with fome difficul- 
ty prevailed upon his ditci 
ples, who were unwilling to 
part from him, to take a 
boat and crofs over the lake, 
while he difmiffed the people 
to their refpective homes. 

23 His difciples being 
cone, and the vatt affembly 
broken up, he afcended a 
neighbouring mountain In or- 
der that none might intrude 
upon his private devotions— 
and in this fequeftered retire- 
ment he continued ’ull night. 

24 Inthe mean time the 
boat was in the midft of the 
lake, lafhed by the foaming 
waves, and affailed by a tem- 
peftuous and contrary wind, 


and in imminent danger of 


being fwallowed up in the 
abvis. 

25 iter they had. con: 
fiicted with the ftorm the 
greateft part of the night; 
about the fourth watch Telus 
advanced towards = them, 
walking on the furface of the 


deep. 
26 The difciples, who 
were in the veflel, deicrying 


an human form gliding with 
fufpended ileps over the a 
byls, were thrown into the 
ereatc{t con{ternation, and 
concluded if was an appari- 
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tion—fo that when they faw 
it gradually approach nearer 
and nearer, fuch was their 
extreme fear at laft, that they 
fent forth cries and fhrieks of 
terrour. 

27 Jelus being now ad- 
vanced nearto he boat, tpoke 
to them — told them who he 
was, and bid them banih 
their fears. 

28 Tranfported with tins 
affurance from his well known 
voice, and elated with confi- 
dence, Peter replicd—If it is 
you, command the waves allo 
to fuftain my feet, that ] may 
come and embrace you. 

29 Jefus then ordered him 
to come forward upon 
which he quitted the vefiel— 
and began at firft to advance 
with intrepid fteps upon the 
furface of the waters: 

30 But hearing the loud 
roar, and feeling the ftrong 
imipetuohty of the ftorm, he 
was chilled with terrour, and 
finding himlelf finking—he 
cried out——-— Save me, Sir, 
this moment fave me! 

gr Jefus then immediately 
extended his hand —caucht 
hold of him and faid—Why, 
QO thou incredulous ! hait 
thou now diltrulted that mi- 
raculous power, of which 
thou haft feen to many inftan- 
Ces: 

32 They both then enter- 
cd the boat——e-and inftantly 

the 
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the tempeft and the billows 
were heard no more, and a 
perfect calm enfued. 

33 They who were in the 
vefiel feeing this amazing 
fcene, proftrated themfelves 
at his feet, and with the pro- 
foundeift reverence acknow- 
ledged the divinity of his per- 
fon and character. 

34 When they had croffed 
the lake, they travelled into 
the country of Gennelfaret. 

35 The 
which parts knowing the 
dignity of his character, dif- 
patched immediately, upon 
his arrival, meffengers into 
all the adjacent countries— 
who upon this information 
given them, brought their 
fick and difeafed to him in 
great numbers : 

36 Who only beosed to 
be “permitted to touch the 
hem of his garment— which 
beine granted, they were in- 
ftantly reftored to perfedt 
health. 


Corl? OV; 
BOUT that time 
there came to Jefus 
fome of the Scribes and 
Pharifees who lived in Je- 
rufalem and thus {poke to 
him, 

2 What induces you to 
egret your difciples to vio- 
late thofe wife traditionary 
maxims, that have been hand- 
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ed down to us by our reliot- 
ous anceftors ?——It feems 
your difciples think it no 
breach of duty to eat bread 
with unwafhed hands. 

3 To whom Jefus thus 
replied —Why do you break 
the expres command of the 
great God, rather than fuper- 
fede the fuperftitious traditions 
of your aes P 

4 For example—God in 
the law hath folemnly enjoin- 
ed upon you this precept— 
‘¢ Honour thy father anc mo- 
ther—let him, who treats his 
parents in an abufive and in- 
Jurious manner, be put to 


death.” 


5 But you, in direct op- 
pofition to this divine com- 
mand, fay—That whofoever 
dedreste< his fubftance to pi- 
ous and religious ufes, is un- 
der no obligation to relieve 
an aged and neceflitous pa- 
rent. 

6 fn this flagrant manner 
have you abfolutely vacated 
and annulled the plain and 
exprefs command of God— 
while you fcrupulouily ob- 
ferve every fuperftitious tra- 
dition. 

What fanétimonious and 
deteftable hy pocrites!—excel- 
lently hath the prophet Haiah 
characterifed you in the fol- 
lowing paffage, 

8 « This people approach 
me with demure and morti- 
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fied looks, but their hearts 
are not at all engaged in what 
they utter: 

Q©V ain,theretore, are all 
their pretences to eae 
fanctity, while they rigoroully 
infift upon the tra ditions of 
men to the total difregard 
and contempt of the divine 
conimands.” 

10 Having thus fpoken, he 
turned to the populace and 
faid —carefully attend to the 
importance of what I am go- 
ing to declare, and diligently 
revolve it in your minas— 

11 Jcis not any thing ex- 
ternal that renders a perfon 
unclean, but impurity hath 
its fource folely from within. 

12 After chis the difciples 
came near him and faid—Do 
not you know that the Pha- 
riiees were exceflively exaf- 
perated at the difcourfe you 
ae now levelled again{t their 

raditions ? 

13 Every doctrine, anfwer- 
ed Jefus, that hath not the 
janction of my heavenly Fa- 
ther to fupport it, both it, 
and they who popaes it; 
thall be deflroyed. 

14 They are aitogether un- 
worthy your concern and fo- 
licitude——they are blind fu- 
perftitious teachers of a wil- 
tully deluded mulritude— 
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foon fhall both they who thus 
notorioufly corrupt the facred 
precepts of God, and thofe 
who iuffer themfelves to be 
deceived by them, moft mi- 
ferably perifh *. 

15 WW hen Jefus had fpoken 
thus, Peter defired him to 
explain to them the meaning 
of thofe figurative expreffions 
he had lately made ufe of. 

16 On hearing this requeft 
Jefus faid — Do not you un- 
derftand my meaning ? 

17 Do not you confider, 
that no meat whatever that 
is received into the ftomach 
can have any influence upon 
the moral temper and dilpo- 
fition of the mind? 

18 Evil difpofitions alone 
defile a man — and thefe de- 
rive their original from the 
heart, which 1s the fource of 
action. 

1g For from the heart pro- 
ceed wicked intentions, mur- 
der, adultery, debauchery, 
theft, perjury, fcandal. 

20 Thefe are the things 
that conftitute moral impu- 
rity in the fight of God—But 
merely cating with unwafhed 
hands cannot render a perfon 
poliuted. 

§——21 AFTERWARDS Jelus 
removed trom that place, and 


and} retired into that part of the 


" Jn this, and the receding verfe, our Lord ret fers to the defiruction of 
pr 
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country that lay contiguous 
to Tyre and Sidon, | 

22 And a woman, who 
was a Canaanite, an inhabi- 
tant of that region, followed 
him, crying in a loud and im- 
portunate manner — O thou 
fon of David! pity my un- 
happy circumftances! I have 
a daughter, who is in amoit 
dreadful manner tormented 
by a dzmon. 

23 But notwith{tanding 
her vehemence Jefus made 
her no reply — Upon which 
the difciples came to him and 
defired him to difmifs her, for 
that they were ftunned and 
teazed by her clamour and 
importunity. 

24 To her requeft he thus 
an{wered — I was not fent to 
propagate my doctrines a- 
mong the Heathens my 
mifion and miniftry are fole- 
ly confined to the depraved 
and degenerate nation of the 
Jews. 

25 She then advanced uo 
to him and accofted him in 
the moft reipectful manner, 
faying Sir, be pleafed to 
befriend me in my unhappy 
circumftances ! 

26 Jefus faid to her—It is 
not proper to take that tood, 
which was defined for chil- 
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dren, and throw it to the 
dogs. 

27 \t18 true; Sir, fhetaid 
—butyet the dogs are permite 
ted freely to eat the crumbs 
that fall from the plentiful 
table of their matters. 

28 Struck with this in- 
genious and unexpected re- 
ply, Jefus faid—As you re- 
poie fuch fingular confidence 
in my power to afilt you— 
your requeft is granted—and 
from that inftant her daugh- 
ter enjoyed a perfect cure. 

§—z29 Leavine that coun- 
try Jefus removed near the 
lake of Galilee — where hav- 
ing afcended a mountain, he 
fat down, 

30 and there collected 
round him an immenfe mul- 
titude, bringing with them 
perions who were lame, blind, 
dumb, mutilated °, and la- 
bouring under various other 
infirmities. “Phefe unhappy 
creatures they laid at the feet 
of Jefus, and he initantane- 
oufly healed them. 

31 Sothat the multutude 
was Jeized with the laft afto- 
nifhment, when they faw the 
dumb fpeak, the mutilated 
perfect, the lame walk, and 
the blind reftored to fight— 
Struck with wonder and era- 


° Kvaass were thofe who wanted a limb, and is a quite different word 
from wavs mentioned in this catalogue of unhappy cafes. 
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titude, they glorified the God 
ae mek 

2 Jefus then calling his 
disciples to him faid—TI fin- 
cerely commilerate the con- 
dition of this multitude a- 
round me——they have been 
with me three days, and are 
now entirely deititute of food 
— [am unwilling to difmils 
them without refrefhment, 
for lam afraid many, being 
at a confiderable diftance 
from homie, will faint by the 
Way. 

33 To this the difciples 
rephicd — how is it pofiible 
tor us, in fucha wild folirude 
as this, to provide food to 
entertain {uch a prodigious 
number of people. 

24 Jelus then faid—What 
provifions are you able to 
colle& among yourfelves ?— 
They anfwered We have 
oniy jeven loaves and a few 
hittie Afhes. 

35 Jelus cormmanded all 
the crowd to fit down on the 
erajs in regular rows, 

360 This done —he took 
the feven loaves and the fithes 
—ble fled Gou —brake them 
—gave them to his difciples 
—and ordered them to dit: 
tribute them among the mul- 
titucde, 

37 who all eat, and were 
farishcd—and the fragments, 
that were collected afterwards, 
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were enough to fill feven 


hafkets. 

38 The number of people, 
who were thus miraculoufly 
entertained, without reckon- 
ine women and children, a- 
mounted to four thoufand. 

39 Having thus refrefhed 
the multitude, he difmiffed 
them to their homes — and 
taking boat went by water 
into the country of Maedala, 
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I T that time the Pha- 
riflees and Sadducees 

came with an intention to 
make trial of his miraculous 
powers —and thus accofted 
him — Be pleafed to fhow us 
fome grand illuttrious pro- 
digy in the fky to convince 
us of thy prophetic character. 
2 To whom he thus re- 
plied —In the evening you 
prognofticate, from the rud- 
dy appearance of the heaven, 
that it will be calm and {e- 
rene weather on the morrow. 
3 In the morning you fore- 
tel that the day will be rainy 
and tempeftuous from the 
red and gloomy afpect of the 
heavens Hypocrites! ye 
pretend to great accuracy and 
certainty in prognofticating 
the weather from the appear- 
ance of the fky—and are not 
you able, with the greateft 
preciion 
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precifion and clearnefs to dif- 
cern the particular marks and 
features of the prefent pe- 
riod ? 

An age immerfed in 
wickednefs and debauchery 
defires me to difplay fome 
illuftrious prodigy in the fky 
for their conviction—But no 
fuch ftriking fignal fhall be 
exhibited before it — except 
one publick prodigy that fhall 
be fimilar to what happened 
to the prophet Jonah — Af- 
ter having faid this, he ab- 
ruptly lett them and with- 
drew. 

§—5 Crossine the lake 
with his difciples—when they 
were arrived upon the oppo- 
fite fhere they found they had 
forgotten to take provifions 
with them. 

6 Now Jefus had juftcharg- 
ed them ftrictly, faying 
Cautioufly avoid the leaven 
of the Pharifees and Saddu- 
cees. 

» 4 his advice... therefore, 
they all interpreted as a re- 
proof of their forgetfulnefs in 
not providing themilelves with 
bread. 

8 Jefus, confcious of their 
miftake, faid—Why do you 
difcover fuch general uneafi- 
nefs and painful folicictude, 
merely becaufe you have for- 
gotten to take pravifions with 
your how long will you 
continue tadiftruft my power ? 
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g Cannot you conclude 
that Lam able to fupply your 
wants In a miraculous man- 
ner, when you reflect that I 
entertained five thoufand with 
five loaves, and the frag- 
ments that were collected, 
filled twelve bafkets. 

10 Kiow many _bafkets, 
alfo, were filled with the frag- 
ments of the feaft, at the 
time when [ diftributed feven 
loaves among four thoufand ? 

11 Hiave you not fagacity 
and difcernment enough to 
difcover, that when I caution- 
ed you aeainft the leaven of 
the Pharifees and Sadducees, 
I did not intend to be under- 
ftood literally ? 

12 Then they clearly per- 
ceived, that it was againft the 
pernicious feaven ot the doc- 
trines of the Pharifees and 
Sadducees, which had diffu 
ed itlelf through the mafs of 
the Jewifh nation, that he 
advifed them. 

§—13 AFTER this, as Je- 
fus was travelling in the coun- 
try about Czefarea Philippi, 
he faid to his difciples-—— 
What opinion does the world 
entertain of me — Whom do 
they fay lam? 

14 They anfwered—Some 
judge you to be John the 
Baptift, reftored to life 
others think you are Ehias, 
the harbinger of the Meffiah 
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Jeremiah, or fome one of the 
noent prophets. 

15 But whom, faid he, do 
you imagine me to be? 

16 Thou art, Simon Peter 
replied, the Mefiah, the fon 
of the ever living God. 

17 Upon which Jefus an- 
fwered-——Diftincuifhed will 
be thy happinefs, Simon, fon 
of Jonas—-—Human wifdom 
and fagacity have not enabled 
thee to give this teftimony— 
my heavenly Father revealed 
to thy mind this important 
truth. 

38 I folemnly ajiure thee, 
therefore, that as thy name 
fionifies a rock —-upon this 
rock will I fix the bafis of my 
church °, and all the infernal 
powers fhall never be able to 
fubvert it. 

19 Thee will I inveft with 
the illuftrious honour of be- 
ing the firft preacher of the 
chrithan difpenfation the 
oréat laws and rules of which, 
when firit puolifhed among, 
men, fhall be confirmed and 
ratified in heaven. 

29 lie then charged his 
difciples in the moit strict 
and peremptory manner, thar 
they would not divulge it to 
the world, that he was the 
Niciian. 

S 
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° Peter was the firit perion who opened the gofpel difpenfation. 
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Jeius began to declare in ex- 
prefs terms to his difciples— 
that he muft eo to Jerufalem 
—muft there fuffer the moft 
abufive treatment from the 
magiftrates, the high-priefts, 
and the clergy—be publickly 
executed but fhould be 
raifed, by divine power, on 
the third day. 

22 Alarmed and confound- 
ed at fuch a declaration Peter 
took the liberty, in private, 
to expoftulate with him, and 
to reprehend him for predict- 
ing to himfelf fuch a fate — 
faying, God forbid, that you 
fhou’d ever be involved in 
tuch fufferings !—ImpomMmble, 
that this fhould ever befal you ! 

23 But he turned fudden- 
ly, and faid to Peter—Thou 
art an adverfary and obftacle 
to the caufe in which I am 
encaced—Diverting my fuf- 
ferings would be cruthing my 
religion—Thou fpeakeft lke 
a fhort-fighted mortal, and 
knoweft not in what manner 
the great icheme, which in- 
finite wildom hath planned, 
is to be accomplifhed. 

24 Jefus then fatd to his 
difciples Woholoever will 

approve himfelf a true and 
ecnuine profeflor of my relk- 

gion, muft renounce all world- 
ly inverefts, and break every 
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fond attachment, when they 
come in competition with his 
duty and, after the ex- 
ample of his lord and matter, 
fubmit to the fevereft fuffer- 
ings which it may feem good 
to infinite wifdom to inflict 
upon him. 

25 For he, who by mean 
and wicked compliances, 1s 
defirous to fave his life, fhall 
lofe it to all eternity—But he 
who fhall chearfully lofe life, 
rather than violate his con- 
{cience and duty to me, fhall 
finally recover it with infinite 
advantage. 

26 For could a man, by 
the proftitution of all con- 
{cience and virtue, fecure the 
poffefion of the whole uni- 
verfe—yet what benefit would 
relult to him from it, if he 
was at laft to incur eternal 
death! Or what can a pertfon 
Jub{titute as an equivalent for 
the lofs of immortal life! 

27 The time is coming, 
when the Meffiah fhall make 
his appearance, arrayed with 
the majefty of his Father, 
and attended with a glorious 
retinue of angels—and he will 
pa{s fentence uponevery man, 
according to his condudt. 

28 Icanafiure youthat there 
are fome perfons now before 
me, who fhall live to fee the 
fon of man ufhered with mag- 





nificent pomp and triumph in- 


to his kingdom. 
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C.EAP. XVII. 


I BOUT a week after 
this Jefus took Peter, 
James and his brother John, 
and with them privately a- 
fcended a lofty mountain. 

2 Here they faw his per- 
fon undergo an aftonifhing 
transformation —for a luftre, 
equal to that of the fun, dart- 
ed from his countenance— 
and he appeared as invefted 
with a robe of light. 

3 While they were ftruck 
with this amazing alteration, 
they beheld Mofes and Flias, 
in glorious forms, approach 
and converfe with him. 

4 Tranfported with the 
pleafure of this wonderful 
fcene, Peter cried out—How 
happy will it be for us to refide 
in this place! Permit us here 
to erect three tents—one for 
you, another for Mofes, and 
a third for Elias. 

5 While he was thus fpeak- 
ing, a bright radiant cloud 
hxed itfelf over them—from 
which they heard this voice 
diitinctly and folemnly iffue 
-—This is my fon, the object 
of my fondeft affections 
Hear and obey him ! 

6 The difciples, ftruck 
with the majefty of this di- 
vine voice, fell proftrate, and 
funk into the laft confterna- 
clon. 
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7 But Jefus came to them, 
touched them, and bad them 
rife, and banifh all their fears 

8 They looked then a- 
round, but faw no perfon but 
Jefus. 

9 As they were defcending 
the mountain, Jefus ftriétly 
charged them, by no means 
to divulge the glorious {cene, 
of which they had juft been 
witneffes, 7cill after his refur- 
rection. 

10 The difciples then afk 
ed him this queftion —Why 
do the Jewith clergy fay thar 
Elias muft be the immediate 
predeceffor of the Meffiah ? 

1r The fentiments of the 
Jewith doctors, faid Jefus, arc 


juft—Ehas in the fcheme of 


divine providence was to be 
the harbinger of the MefMfiah, 
and to 4 prepare mens minds 
for the reception of his doc- 
trines. 

12 Only let me affure you, 
that this Elias is already come, 
but the Jews rejected him, 
and abufed his perfon and 
miniftry with every wanton 
infolence and haa ae and 
they will expofe me to fimilar 
crueltics and fufferings. 

13 The difciples were then 
convinced that by Elias he 
meant John the Baptift. 

§—- 14 Wuen they were 
returned to the multitude — 
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a perfon came up to him— 
and then fell on bis knees, 

15 faying — Sir, have pity 
upon my fon, who is a luna- 
tic, and an object of great 
compaffion—tor he frequent- 
ly falls into the fire, or into 
the water. 

16 Vhis unhappy creature 
I brought to thy ditciples— 
but they were not able to 
heal him. 

17 Jefus then reproved 
them, faying—O incredulous 
and daceacable race! how 
long fhall I refide among you, 
before I convince you of the 
dignity and extent of my mi- 
raculous power! How long 
fhall J bear with your want 
of confidence in me — Bring 
your fon hither to me. 

18 He was accordingly 
brought and Jefus by a 
word expelled the difeafe— 
and the young perfon was 
inftanta ancoully reftored to 
perfect health. 

1g When the multitudes 
were difmiffed—the difciples 
came to Jefus in private, and 
afked him the reafon, why 
they were not able to eject 
that demon. 

20 It was folely owing, 
he replied, to your want of 
confidence in my power 
for did your faith bear the 
Imalleft proportion to the 
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fincular advantages you have 
enjoyed of eftablifhing and 
confirming it, you would be 
able to effect as aftonifhing 
operations——as caufing the 
mountains to deifcend trom 
their bafis, and transferring 
them at pleafure from place 
to place. 

21 But the degree of faith 
requifite to expel fuch a 
dreadful and inveterate difeafe 
as the prelent, is not attained 
but by a courle of devotion 
and abftinence. 

§—22 Arrer this, as they 
were travelling in Galilee, 
Jefus, in order to prepare the 
minds of his difciples for fup- 
porting the fhock they fhould 
juftain by his approaching 
death—faid to them—the fon 
of man is going to be deli- 
vered up into the hands of 
thofe, who thirft for his blood. 

23 And they fhall murder 
him——but on the third day 
he fhall be reftored to life— 
At hearing this they were 
greatly alarmed and the 
thought of his death funk 
them into the profoundeft de- 
_ yection and grief. 

24 Upon their arrival at 
Capernaum ——— the officers, 
who were appointed to col- 
lect the annual tax to defray 
the temple fervice, came to 
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Peter and afked him — if his 
mafter did not pay the ufual 
tribute. 

25 He anfwered in the af- 
firmative —— and coming 
into the houfe to Jefus, was 
soing to inform him of what 
had pafled——but Jefus anti- 
cipated him, faying—From 
whom, Simon, do earthly 
princes levy tribute from 
their fons—-—or from other 
people ? 

26 From other people, 
certainly, faid Peter—lIt tol- 
lows then, refumed Jecfus, 
that their fons are excufed 
from paying any’. 

27 However left we fhould 
incur their refentment by our 
refulal—Go to the lake—caft 
in a hoox——cpen the mouth 
of the firft fifth thou fhalt catch 
—thou wilt find in it a Sta- 
ter——take it and give it the 
collectors for my payment 
and thine. 





CAA. AVI. 


I Ow), that-timevthe 
difciples came to Je- 
fus and faid Which of us 
will be advanced to the high- 
eft {tation of honour and dig- 
nity under thy reign? 
2 Jefus ordered a little 
child to be brought to hin— 
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which he placed in the midft 
of them, 

3 then fpoke thus—Let 
me in the moft folemn man- 
ner affure you, that unlefs 
you renounce all temporal 
and ambitious views—-—and 
cultivate the harmlefs, inof- 
fenfive innocence of this child 
you wil not be deemed 
the proper fubjects of the 
Meffiah’s kingdom. 

4 Whofoever, therefore, 
fhall acquire the neareft re- 
femblance to the innocence 
and humility of this child, 
fhall fecure the moft elevated 
{tation in the gofpel kine- 
dom. 

5 Whofoever, alfo, from 
a principle of affection and 
love to me, does a kind and 
benevolent office to the mean- 
eft perfon, if endowed with 
the temper and difpofition of 
a child—I fhall acknowledge 
that kind office as done to 
myfelf. 

6 But whoever fhall de- 
ficnedly lay a ftumbling block 
before the meaneft-chriftian, 
and feduce him from his ad- 
herence to my caule had 
better have a mill-{ftone fu- 
ipended about his neck, and 
be precipitated into the pro- 
foundeft abyfs. 
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7 Unhappy will it be for 
the interefts of mankind that 
fo many obftructions will be 
laid in the way of truth and 
chriftianity —-for the weak- 
nefs and wickedneis of the 
world will neceffarily pro- 
duce many obftacles to im- 
pede the reception and pro- 
erefs of the goipel But 
dreadful beyond defcription 
will be the final doom of that 
man, by whom fuch obftacles 
are firft laid ! 

8 Should, therefore, any 
of thy ftrongeft appetites and 
inclinations tend to alienate 
thee from thy allegiance to 
me, fubdue and mortify them, 
with whatever reluctance it 1s 
done—for better controul thy 
moft unruly defires here, than, 
by gratifying them, be at laft 
expofed to eternal death. 

9 Every luft and irrecular 
defire that would tinveiole 
thee from thy attachment to 
the gofpel, is to be eradicat- 
ed from thy bolom—for bet- 
ter is it to endure the great- 
eft miferies of this life than 
incur everlafting deftruction. 

10 See that you treat not 
the meaneft chriftians with 
contempt——for I affure you 
the moft cxalted angels are 
their guardians and muinifters *. 
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11 For to fave men from 
deftruction was the great de- 
fion of the fon of man’s com- 
ing into the world. 

12 Had a man an hun- 
dred fheep, and but one of 
them happen to ftray and be 
mifling—would not he leave 
the ninety nine, and traverfe 
the mountains with diligent 
and anxious care, in fearch of 
It? 

13 And fhould he be fo 
fortunate as to find it-—does 
he not feel greater tran{port 
at the recovery of that one 
fheep, than at the fight of 
the whole ninety nine, which 
had not ftrayed ? 
| 14 Analogous to this 1s 
the benevolent difpofition of 
your heavenly father, who ts 
not defirous that the moft in- 
confiderable chriltian fhould 
finally perifh. 

15 When your chriftian 
brother hath been guilty of 
any thing criminal in his con- 
duct towards you oo and 
In a private converfation ex- 
poftulate with him in a calm 
and difpaffionate manner—If 
you convince and reclaim 
him, you have gained your 
brother. 

16 But if he refufe to ad- 
mit your fingle opinion and 
determination of the matter 
~—take with you one or more 
perfons of known candour 
and integrity———.that by the 
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probity and impartiality of 
two or three witnefles the af- 
fair may be fatisfactorily de- 
cided. 

17 If he reject their un- 
exceptionable teftimony 
refer your caufe tothe church 
—if he refufes to abide by 
the church’s determination — 
regard him for the future as 
an irreclaimable and incorri- 
eible finner. 

18 { can faithfully affure 
you, that all your determi- 
nations on earth, if confo- 
nant to the rules of the gof- 
pel, fhall be confirmed ‘and 
atified in heaven. 

ig Let me alfo declare, 
that when the fentiments of 
two of you fhall coincide 
concerning the propriety of 
any petition to be preferred 
to heaven—that petition { ss 
be granted by the indulgen 
Father of all. 

20 For wherever two or 
three are convened, in order 
to decide any important af- 
fair refpecting my rcligion— 
I will prefide among them, 
and affift them in their fincere 
deliberations. 

§—21 Wen he had fi- 
nifhed this difcourfe, Peter 
faid to him—How often fhall 
my chriftian brother repeat 
an iuyury againft me, and I 
forgive him ?—Shall m Ly for- 
givenefs extend to the fe- 
venth ? 
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22 Not feven only, replied 
Jefus; but upon his fincere 
penitence and remorte, feven- 
ty times feven. 

23° WAT regard to* “this 
fubject, what dilpofitions of 
lenity and mutual toreivenefs 
it is the defign of the gofpel 
that men fhould exercile one 
towards another, may be re- 
prefented and illuftrated by 
the following parable A 
certain prince was defirous to 
have all his accounts with his 
fervants regularly adjufted. 

24 But when the books 
were examined, there was 
found among the debtors a 
man who owed the crown ten 
thouland talents. 

25 The payment of this 
fum being immediately de- 
manded of him, he was dif 
covered to be in very indi- 
gent circumftances——Such a 
difappointment moft highly 
exaiperated his majefty—and 
he inilantly ordered the man, 
and his wife, and his children, 
and his whole {tock to be 
publickly fold—and the mo- 
ney accruing from the fale to 
be paid to him. 

26 The man hearing this 
dreadful fentence pronounced 
with fuch a ftern and deter- 
mined look—funk at his ma- 
jefty’s feet—and with the moft 
moving Importunity implor- 
ed a little reipite, and he 

4 
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would faithfully difcharge the 
whole debs. 

27 The heart of the prince, 
at the fight of fuch acute and 
extreme diftrefs and grief, 
melted at once into pity and 
tendernefs Subdued with 
compaffion and fympathy, he 
rufhed forward—raifed him 
from the ground forgave 
him the whole ftum—and dif- 
miffed him. | 

28 ‘The man, fcarce out of 
the royal prefence, happened to 
meet one of his fellow-fervants 
who owed him an hundred 
pence—The fight of whom 
fired him with refentment— 
he fprung forward and feized 
him by the throat, crying— 
this moment pay me my debts. 

29g Terrified with his 
menaces and violence, his 
tellow-fervant proftrated him- 
felf at his feet and in the 
moft pathetic language fup- 
plicated him to allow him 
time, and he would honeftly 
pay him the whole. 

30 But the other was abfo- 
lutely implacable—and con- 
fined his fellow-fervant to a 
dungeon, ’till he fhould make 
him fatisfaction. 

31 The other fervants, being 
Ipectators of fuch unrelenting 
cruelty and inhumanity, were 
ftruck with exceflive forrow 











and fympathy——and going 
direétly to the prince, related 
the 
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the ftory to him witheall its af- 
fecting circumitances. 

32. The man being imme- 
diately ordered into his pre- 
fence, the prince inflamed 
with indignation faid to him 
—— Thou abandoned flave! 
did not I freely remit thy 
whole debt, becaufe thou 
foftened{t and fubduedft my 
heart into pity by thy pierc- 
ing folicitations ? 

33 Oughteft not thou then 
to have expreffed that compal- 
fion towards a fellow-iervant 
—which I expreffed towards 
thee ¢ 

34 His lord, fired with 
refentment at fuch cruelty 
and bafenels, ordered him 
immediately to be tortured 
and confined, ’till the whole 
of what he owed fhould be 

aid him. 

35 With the like feverity 
will my heavenly father treat 
you, unleis you cordially for- 
give, each his chriftian bro- 
ther, your mutual faults and 
failings. 

CAL Toa 1) aecle: 
I RY Jefus had fi- 
ufhed this difcourfe, 
he removed from Galilee, and 
travelled into thole parts of 
Judea, tac lay beyond the 
river Jordan. 

2 In his way he was fol- 

lowed by prodigious muiti- 


by MATTHEW. 


65 
diforder that was prefented 
to him. 

3 Here the Pharifees came 
to him, and with an artful 
defisn to extort his {enti- 
ments, propofed to him the 
following enfnaring queftion 
—Is it lawful for a man to 
repudiate his wife for any 
thing whatever that may be 
difagreeable in her. 

4 Conicious of their cavil, 
he replied—Doth not the 
{cripture inform you, that 
God immediately atter hav- 
ing formed the firlt pair of 
different fexes, 

5 pronounced thefe words 
—T'o form this union fhall a 
man forfake his parents, and 
affociate with his wife — and 
they fhall be connected in in- 
diffoluble bonds. 

6 In bonds fo indi®oluble, 
as that they fhall not be con- 
fidered as two diftinét indivi- 
duais—but as one body fole- 
ly actuated by one mind— 
What, therefore, God hath {fo 
intimately conjoined, let not 
man diffolve. 

They aniwered — Why 
then doth the law eajoin en 
inftrument of divorce to be 
drawn up, and the woman, 
attcr this formality, to be dii- 
miffed ? 

8 He rephed—Mcies per- 
feécly Knowing the ferocity 
and maltenity of your hearts 


tudes—and he healed every | permitted divorcees in order 


Vor. f. 


| to 


66 


to prevent greater evils'— 
Bui in the primitive ages of 
mankind this was not al- 
lowed. 

9 And under the gofpel 
difpenfation, whoioever fhall 
repudiate his wife, except for 
her want of fidelity to his 
bed", and marries another, 
is ouilty of adultery—and he, 
who marries the woman thus 
difmiffled, incurs the crime 
ot adultery. 

10 Vhe difciples being 
educated in Jewith prejudices, 
Said to him in private — If a 
snan is not allowed to divorce 
his wife, except only for a- 
dultery, itis moft abiurd folly 
in any one to marry. 

rr Jeius iaid to then —= 
Continence and chaltity can- 
not be maintained inviolate 
without marriage, except in 
tome tew particular dilun- 
eulthed inftances. 

12 And thole few have 
either received from nature 
conitirutions mere tavourable 
to this virtuc——or have fub- 
mitted to actual caltration— 
and there are others who trom 
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a perfuafion that the encum- 
brances of a family would 
render them lefs extenfively 
ulcful in preaching and pro- 
pagating the gofpel, have 
relolutely renounced all con- 


yuoal endearments—Let him, 


upon whofe inclinations this 
virtue of continency lays no 
difacreeable reftraint, conti- 
ne; at heslcale, topractie It. 

§—13 Some Jewifh pa- 
rents at that time brouelit 
their children to him, that 
he might lay his hands upon 
them, and recommend them 
to the blefiing of God by his 
prayers But the difciples 
prevented theirapproach, and 
reproved thofe who brought 
them. 

14 Jefus perceiving this 
faid—!orbid not the accefs of 
little children to me for 
thofe perfons only who are pot- 
{eed of their native innocence 
and inoffenfive difpofitions are 
the worthy fubjects of the 
Meffiah’s kingdom. 

15 Iie then laid his hands 
upon them and bleffed them 
—Leaving that place, 
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Se hiapoxix. 

16 a youth approached his 
perion and thus accofted him 
——Condefcend, good inftruc- 
tor, tO inform me, what 
virtues I fhall exercife in or- 
der that I may fecure eternal 
life. 

17 Jefus faid to him—— 
Why dof thou call me good 
There is no being, but 
one, who is poffefied of ab- 
folute and perfect goodnefs 
: In anfwer, however, to 
thy queftion—the only con- 
dition of obtaining a bleffed 
immortality 1s obedience to 
the divine commands. 

18 Be pleafed, he refum- 
ed, diftinétly to mention thofe 
commands—They are thefe, 
faid Jefus— Thou fhale not 
commit murder—fhalt not be 
cullty of adultery—fhalt de- 
traud no one of his juft pro- 
perty———fhalt be clear of the 
crime of falfe accufation: 

1g Thou fhalt reverence 
thy parents and exercife to- 
wards mankind the kindeft 
and moft benevolent affec- 
tions. 

20 All thefe virtues, re- 
plied the youth, have I ftre- 
nuoufly cultivated and conf{ci- 
entioufly practifed from the 
frit years of rational under- 
‘tanding and reflection ——-in 
what attainments am [ fill 
defective ? 

2t Jefus replied—If thou 
ari deiirous to reach the high- 
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eft fummit and perfection of 
virtue, go home, fell every 
thing thou pofleffeft, and the 


; money accruing from the fale 


diftribute among the poor— 
By this aétion chou wilt ac- 
cumulate the ampleft trea- 
fures in heaven—and, at once 
burfting the bonds of alt te- 
cular attachments, come and 
join thylelf to the number of 
my followers. 

22 The youth hearing this 
advice turned from him, o- 
verwhelmed with erief and 
diftrefs of mind—for he was 
pofiefled of an immente for- 
tune, 

23 Upon his abrupt de- 
parture Jefus turned to his 
difciples, and faid——-—What 
dificulty is it for a rich man 
to become a fubject of the 
Meffiah’s kinedor! 

24 Indeed [ may affert, 
that it is as impoffible for a 
perfon of an opulent fortune 
to embrace the deipifed 
caufe of chriftianity as for a 
cable to pals through the eye 
of a-micecle. 

25 The difcrples were 
creatly alarmed ac this decla- 
ration, and faid—~Who then 
can be finally faved ! 

26 Jefus looking with 
compaiionate tendernefs up- 
on them, eniwered The 
impediments that lye in the 
road of a rich man’s pratet- 
fing chrifuanity are, human- 

bo 2 ly 
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ly fpeaking infuperable—but 
by divine affiftance all thicfe 
obftacles may be furmount- 
ed. 

27 Peter then faid-—But 
to us who have left our all to 
follow thee what future com- 
penfation will be given ? 

28 J affure you, replied 
Jefus, that you, who have 
chearfully deferted all your 
worldly interefts, and adher- 
ed to me, fhall at the grand 
revolution and glorious reno- 
vation of all things, which 
is to commence at the con- 
clufion of this lite, have 
the mott diftineuifhed ho- 
nours conferred upon you— 
for when the fon of man fhall 
afcend 2 throne of moft tran- 
fcendent fplendour to judgc 
the world, you fhall fic upon 
twelve thrones to judge the 
twelve tribes of Hracl. 

29 Inthat day, whofoever 
from a conicientious attach- 
ment to my caufe hath in this 
life voluntarily relinquifhed 
father or mether, brother or 
fitter, wife or children, houtes 
or eftates, fhall be moft amp- 
ly recompenied, and be ele- 
vated to a very eminent de- 
eree of eternal blefiednets. 

30 But many to whons 
chriftianity was” fir/? offered 
fail be the Jef to embrace 


eo Nleamna, he Jes. 
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1t——and thofe to whom it 
will be /eff* propofed, will be 
che jrfé in admitting it. 


Chap. xx, 


Cuoap. XX. 1 For the re- 
ception chriftianity fhall meet 
with at its firft promulga- 
tion, may be fitly reprefent- 
ed by the following parable 
—Soon as the morning daw n- 
ed, a gentleman rofe to hire 
day labourers to work in his 
OH 

Having found a num- 
= he screed to pay them a 
denarius tor the wages of the 
day—and fent them into his 
vineyard. 

About nine o’clock he 
went again into the market- 
place, and found feveral o- 
thers unemployed, 

4 whom he alfo ordered 
into his vineyard, and _ pro- 
miled to pay them what was 
reafonable. 

s At twelve and three in 
the aiternoon he went and 
made the fame propofals 
which were in the fame man- 
ner accepted. 

6 He went, likewile, a- 
bout five o’clock, and found 
a number of men faunterine 
about the market in idlenets 





—and he faid to them, Why 


do you confume the whole 
day in this indolent manner ? 


» The Genres. 
+ There 


Chap. xx. 


There is no one hath 
thought fit to give us any 
employment, they anfwered 
— then go you into the vine- 
yard among my other Jabour- 
ers, and you fhall receive 
what is juft. 

8 In the evening the pro- 
prietor of the vineyard order- 
ed his tteward” to. call the 
workmen together, and, be- 
einning from the laft to the 
rit, to pay them their wages, 
without any partiality or dil- 
tinction. 

g When thofe, therefore, 
came, who had been employ- 
ed about five in the afternoon, 
they received a denarius a- 
piece. 

10 When thofe, who had 
been hired in the morning, 
faw them return with fuch 
great wages, they indulged 
tne mot extravagant joy— 
imagining that their pay would 
vaitly exceed that of the others 
——but how ereat was their 
difa fappointment when they re- 
ceived from the fteward, each 
man a denarius! 

11 Phis fuppofed injurious 
treatment caufed them to rane 
loud clamours againft the 
centleman. 

12 And they complained 
to him of his ulage of them, 
fayine The lait labourers 
you hired only worked a fin- 
gle hour, and you have given 
them the fame wages, as you 
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have given us who have been 
fcorched with exccfive heat, 
and fuftained the lone and 
rigorous toil of the whole day. 

13 He turned to one who 
appeared the moft petulant 
of them, and directed this re- 
ply-—Friend, I do thee no in- 


jultice —Was not our agree- 


ment for a denarius ? 

14 Take what juftice en- 
titles thee to, without repin- 
ine, and calmly acquieice in 
the faithful ditcharge of our 
original agrecment—A prin- 
ciple of benevolence difpotes 
me freely to beftow upon the 
laft perions I hired what e- 
quity obliged me to give to 
you. 

15 For is not the difpofal 
of my property in my own 
option—or does the maligni- 
ty of “thine heart caule thee 
co repine at the generou: ex- 
ercife of my beneficence? 

16 This parable is defion- 
ed to illuitrate what I affert- 
ed before—that thote to whom 
the goipel fhall be laft pro- 
poled, fhall have the prece- 
dence in dignity and honour 
—while thole to whom it was 
frit ofrered, fhall be degraded 
from their fuperiority—for to 
what a populous nation is the 
volfpel now treely propo fed, 
yet how inconfiderable is the 
number of thofe, whom the 
love of truth and virtue will 
induce to admit its evidences. 
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§—17 Jesus after this fet 
Out upon a journey to Jeru- 
Jalem——and on the road tak- 
ing his difciples from the 
multitude into a retired place, 
e~he thus addreffed them—~ 
if We are now going up 
fo; craialem, where I {hall loon 
be a couly petray ed. in- 
to che hands of tic ue 


hig h- pricits and Serioes, who 
al condemn mie to die 
19 and who will ANE 


me over to the wanton cruel- 
ty of the Roman toldicrs, to 
infule, fcourge and crucify 
me—but the tnird day IT ihall 
be raited from the grave. 


§—20 Tuen the wife of 


Zebedee, imagining that at- 
ter huis refurrecti ion the erand 
temporal kingd iom oe the 


Mefiah would be erected, 
approached him, conducting 


her two (one ane di feover- 
ed, by her ceremonious ad- 
arefs, that fhe was defirous 
to folicic a favour from him. 

21 fetus faid to her. 
What kindnefs is it you ap- 
pear fo defirous to obtains — 
she replied —- I y two 
fons have been your faithful 
and we yvable compznions 
fl -Cnircae Gun tit you 
eon. advance them, In the 
kk ingdon yOu are roine Ke) 
ofta! btith, to two of the matt 
GleviatcG anc iuibrietse4 at. 
ons, 

22 Jefus faid— You dif 
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cover great ignorance ot the 
true nature of my kingdom 
by fuch a requeft — Are you 
able to endure the trials, in 
which Iam going to be in- 
volved ?— are you able to 
fuitain that dreadful fhock of 
lufferings, which J muft foon 
fupport ?——- Our fortitude is 
equal to it—they replied. 

23 He continued — Th 
fame human mileries, indeed, 
that will foon feize me, wii 
alfo invade you! and the fame 
fufferines and perfecutions 
that will befal me, will allo 
affail you —— but it is not in 
my power to difpofe of the 
higheft dignities in my future 
kinedom—that power is lole- 
ly vefted in the fupreme fa- 
ther of all, who will confer 
them on perfons of fuperior 
virtue and the tublimefst at- 
tainments. 

24 The other ten difciples, 
who had heard this cenverta- 
tion, conceived the moft vio- 
Jent refentment againit the 
two brothers tor this amb:- 
tious attempt to fupplanc 
them. 

25 Jefus, confcious of the 
afpiring views by which they 
were actuated, collected them 
into a body, and thus addrel- 
fed them — Potent monarchs 
among the Heathens, you 
know, rule their fubjects with 
an abfolute and deipotic ty- 
anny and the princes and 

Covernowrs 
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Chap. xx. 
governours of the feveral ftates 
andcommunities ainong them 
ufurp and exercile a fovereign 
and uncontroulable authority 
in their dominions. 

26 But fuch a luft of do- 
mination and fondnels of 
power fhall never poffefs your 
bofoms — For among you he 
that is the humbieft fhall be 
the greateft : 

27 And he who ts defirous 
to fill the moft elevated and 
illuftrious ftation among you, 
Jet him praétife the moft kind 
fubmiffion, and the moft hu- 
mane condelcenfion, 

28 in humble imitation of 
the fon of man, who came not 
into this world to make man- 
kind his vaflals, and to enjoy 
the magnificence and homage 
of a court——but to do the 
Kindeft and moft condefcend- 
ine offices, and to furrender 
up his life, that he might re- 
{cue ’ men from vice and de- 
{truction. 

§—29 Warn they had 
left Jericho on their way to 
the capital, he was followed 
Dy a prodigious concourfe of 
people. 
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30 Here two blind men» 
who were fitting on the road 
fide, the moment they were 
informed that Jelus was paif- 
fing, began to cry out with 
the ereateit vehemence—O 
thou great and good Meffiah, 
pity our condition | 

31 The multitude difturb- 
ed with their vociferation, 
reproved them and ordered 
thei to be filent— but the 
more they ftrove to fupprefs 
their cries, the louder they 
railed them, repeating—-O 
thou fon of David! pity our 
condition! pity our wretched 
condition ! 

32 Jefus then ftopped, and 
calling them to him, faid — 
What favour is it you fo ear- 
neftly implore f 

332 They anfwered — We 
entreat you, Sir, that our 
ficht may be rettored. 

34 Jefus afecied with com- 
pafion touched their eyes, 
which were inftantaneoully 
reftored to fight—and both 
beine thus cured joined his 
train. 


Y Avrpey and autps are indifcriminately ufed to fignify what ts paid 
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1 HEWN they were now 
advanced on_ their 
journey as far as Bethphage, 
fituated at the foot of the 
mount of olives, a place at 
no great diftance from Jeru- 
falem, Jefus called two of his 
difciples 
and gave them this or- 
der——Go into that village, 
which you fee directly oppo- 
fite, and you will find an ais 
tied and a colt with it—un- 
Joofe the rein and bring them 
to me. 

3 And fhould any perfon, 
feeine this action, afk you 
the reafon of your taking 
fuch libertics, tel! him—that 
your mafter hath occaficn for 
them—and he will immedi- 
ately difmis you*. 

4. The following words of 
the prophet may be here re- 
cited, and applied to this in- 
cident in the hiftory of Je- 
fus 





5 * Inform the daughter of 
Zion of this important news 
—Thy kine approaches thee, 
riding upon an als, cloathed 
with placid meeknefs and 
humility.” 

6 Receiving this com- 
mand, the difc: ‘ples hafltened 
to the village, and: found ¢- 
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very thing as Jefus had de- 
{cribed, 

7 The afs they untied — 
brought it, with its colt, to 
Jefus—f{pread on it their up- 
per garments—and he rode 
upon it from Bethphage to 
Jerufalem. 

8 Upon this mounting it, 
the majority of the male 
tude, that attended him, 
{fpread their mantles alone the 
road——others were employ- 
ed in cutting down branches 
trom the neighbouring trees, 
and fcattering their verdant 
foliage wherever he paffed. 

9 And the populace that 
preceded, and thoie thar 
were in his train, pierced the 
air with ther triumphant 
fhouts, crying — Welcome! 
luftrious fon of David !— 
thrice happy thou who com- 
eft invefted with the choicett 
oifts of the fupreme Jeho- 
vah!— Hail him all ye celef- 
tial powers ! 

10 Entering the capital in 
this ftately pomp and magni- 
ficence, all the inhabitants 
were greatly alarmed, and 
afked the pafling crowds. 
Who this great perfonage 
ake 
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whom “they conducted 
infuch triumph and applaute? 
II They aniwered—Ilt 1s 


a jefus undoubtedly knew thag thefe were the property of fome se 


on whom, or on who 


ital te 


te friends, me had conterred fome angular benent 
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that great prophet, Jefus of 
Nazareth. 

§—12 Wits thefe accla- 
mations Jefus was efcorted 
to the temple, which he en- 
tered, and with irrefiftible 
authority expelled all who 
were then engazved in buying 
and felling in the court of the 
Gentiles—the tables of thofe 
who gave to ftrangers Jewifh 
money in exchange for fo- 
reign, he overturned — and 
threw down the ftandings of 
of thofe who publickly fold 
victims for the facrifice. 

13 Telling them, with an 
air of dignity that {truck them 
with terrrour—that God de- 
fiened the temple fhould be 
appropriated to devotion — 
but that they had converted 
it into a receptacle of the 
moft profane and mercenary 
wretches. 

§—14 WHEN he had thus 
cleared the temple, numbers 
of blind and lame _ pertons 
came around him—whom he 
immediately cured. 

15 But the high-priefts and 
the Scribes having been ipec- 
tators of the whole of this 
amazing fcene, and hearing 
the children, even in the 
temple, making the facred 
dome refound with their ac- 
clamations of holfannah to the 
fon of David —— they were 
highly exafperated. 

36 And they {aid to him 
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73 
—heareft thou the language 
of thefe children ?——He an- 
{wered—Do not you recolleét 
that paffage in the icriptures 
— ‘* By the mouth of babes 
thy praife fhall be celebrated.” 
Havine  fpoken 
thus he left them to their re- 
flections on what had lately 
pafied—and retired out of the 
city to Bethany——where he 
ftayed all night. 

18 Inthe morning as he was 
returning to the city, he felt 
on the road very painful fen- 
fations of hunger : 

19 And happening to fee 
a fie tree at fome diftance, 
he went up to it, expecting 
fruit—but found only leaves 
—upon which he faid to the 
tree Mayeft thou never 
bear ! Immediately upon 
this imprecation the fig tree 
withered and died. 

20 This aftonifhing fpec- 
tacle ftruck the difciples with 
furprize, and they faid in 
amazement one to another—« 
Tow foon hath the fig tree 
loft its verdure! How inftan- 
taneoufly hath it faded! 

21 Jefus anfwered — Let 
me folemnly affuure you, that 
if you repofe an unfhaken con- 
fidence in God to affift you 
In propagating and confirm- 
ing his relicion, he will en- 
able you to work miracles 
greatly fuperiour to this —~ 
even prodigies of power as 
aftonifhing 


Caen | 








74 
aftonifhing, as it would be, 
toloofen the loftiett mountains 
from their foundations, and 
precipitate them into the o- 
cean. 

22 For whatever you fo- 
jicit the divine Being to be- 
ftow, as being conducive to 
the credibility and promotion 
of religion, and from a_per- 
fuafion of his infinite omni- 
potence—you fhall obtain. 

§—23 Wen he had en- 
tered the temple and was in- 
ftructing the people the 
high-priefts and the magi- 
{trates came to him in a body, 
and demanded of him—By 
what authority he acted in 
this manner——and who it was 
that commifMfioned and em- 
powered him to be a public 
eo D 

4 He anfwered them—I] 
will alfo propofe to you a 
pany which if you re- 
foive, I will inform you, who 
it was that delegated to me 
the authority which fe ex 
elt-—— 

25 Was the ie ate baptiim 
of john a divine pe pponene 
or was it 2 contrivance 








merely human — Having for 


fume time agitated this quet- 
tion, they faid one to another 
It we tell him it was a 
divine inflicution, he will 
directly reply why did 
not you embrace it as fuch? 
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26 and if we tell him—ir 
was folely an human contriv- 
ance, we expole ourlelves to 
the fury of the populace, who 
univerfally efteem John as a 
moit illuftrious prophet. 

27 After having with this 
caution debated the matter, 
they faid to him—We are not 
able to folve your queftion. 
Neither will I, replied Jelus, 
faristy you, by what authority 
I have aflumed my public 
character. 

§—28 I pesrre your fen- 
timents concerning a cale | 
am going to recite — A cer- 
tain perion had two jons, and 
he commanded the eldeft ta 
go immediately and work in 
his vineyard. 

29g At firit he peremptori- 
ly refufed—but arterwards he 
was touched with bitter re- 
merfe for his undutitulnefs, 
and went. 

30 The father came to the 

younger and laid upon him 
the fame injunctions —I will 
co this moment, aniwered he, 
but went not at all. 
Which of theie two 
fone fhowed the moit filial 
obedience ? —The eldeit un- 
doubtedly—they faid. Jefus 
replied —T he mott abandon- 
edand proflicate finners com- 
mence lubjects of the golpel 
kingdom before you. 

32 For John made his pub- 
lick appearance among you, 

and 
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and delivered the moft pure 
and facred inftructicns—but 
you treated him and his ad- 
monitions with contempt — 
tho’ perfons guilty of che moft 
atrocious and enormous vices 
were convinced of the divini- 
ty of his miffion and doctrines 
— but tho’ you were fpecta- 
tors of all the ftriking evi- 
dences he exhibited in con- 
firmation of his prophetic cha- 
racter, yet you abandoned not 
your vices, nor difcovered the 
feaft forrow afterwards that 
you had rejected him. 

§—32 Artenp to the re- 
cital of another fable A 
ventleman iaid out a large 
plot of ground— pianted it 
with vines— drew a ftrone 
fence round it—eftablifhed a 
Jarge apparatus for preparing 
the juice st 





and erected a 
tower for its defence. He 
after this travelled into a fo- 
reion country—but employ- 
eda number of hufbandmen 
to cultivate and drefs it in his 
abfence. 

34 When the vintage ap- 
proached, he fent his fervants 
to receive the produce of his 
new plantation. 

35 Butnoifooner had thefe 
delivered their meffage, but 
the hufbandmen began to 
treat them with the laft in- 
dignity and cruelty—for one 
hey fcourged—a tecond they 
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itoned and a third they 
murdered. 

36 Thefe not returning, he 
again deputed a larger num- 
ber of his fervants to make 
the fame demands—but they 
ufed thefe alfo with the fame 
infolence and inhumanity. 

37 At laft he fent his fon 
to them, faying they 
will furely not dare to offer 
my fon any violence—furely 
they will reverence his cha- 
racter ! 

38 But on the firft fiche 
of him the hufbandmen cried 
out with one voice—This is 
the heir!— Let us immedi- 
ately affaffinate him, and feize 
on his inheritance ! 

39 Accordingly they all at 
once rufhed upon him—mur- 
dered him—and caft his dead 
body out of the vineyard. 

40 When the proprietor 
of the vineyard himfelf in 
perfon comes—what punifh- 
ment will he, think you, in- 
fict upon fuch bloody and a- 
bandoned ruffians ? 

41 He will affuredly de- 
{troy them, they anfwered, 
by the moft dreadful and ex- 
cruciating tortures—and let 
his vineyard to others, who 
will ferve him with greater 
fidelity. 

42 After they had given 
this verdiét—he faid to them 
have you never attended 
tO 
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to this remarkable paflage in 
the {criptures— ** The ttone, 
which the workmen rejected 
1s become the great corner 
ftone, and hath united and 
confolidated. the two fides of 
the edifice—This is by divine 
appointment, and is worthy 
to excite our moft profound 
admiration.” 

43 Wherefore hear my {o- 
lemn declaration—Thofe re- 
ligious privileges, which you 
now enjoy fhall be wrefted 
from you, and beflowed up- 
on other nations, which will 
make a proper improvement 
of them. 

44 And whofoever fhall 
ftumble and fall upon this 
ftone thall be terribly bruited 
—but he on whom its enor- 
mous weight fhall tumble, 
will be crufhed in a moment, 
and crumbled into atoms °. 

45 When the high pricfts 
and Pharifees had heard thete 
fables recited, they perceived 
they were levelled at them— 

46 which exaipcrated them 
(Oriel. & eaves, har ely 
concerted meatures how to 
eet him into their power— 
but they dreaded the fury of 
the populace, the reverenc- 
ed him as the vreateit of pro- 
VICES: 


» Our Saviour in this, and in the 4:fl Vere, refers to the 


f Jerutuiem by the Roman: 
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livered another parable, 
in which he reprefented the 
gofpel difpenfation in the fol- 
lowing manner 

2 A CERTAIN Monarch 
made a moft magnificent en- 
tertainment, at the marriage 
of his fon. 

3 When this {plendid fea 
was ready to be ferved up, 
he fent his fervants to haften 
thofe who were previoufly 
nivited —but they refufed to 
20, 

4 The king again difpatch- 
ed others of his domettics to 
thofe who had _ been invited, 
to tell them, that he had pro- 
vided a fumptuous entertain- 
ment — had prepared every 
delicacy and clegance that his 
power and opulence could 
command—and that he beg- 
eed their immediate atten- 
dance, for that every thine 
was ready, 

5 This preffing invitation 
they affect ted to treat with the 
laft contempt for fome 
rambled into their ficlds — 
others betook themfelves to 
their fecular employrnents. 

6 Butcothers ietzed his fer- 
vants by violence, and after 
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Chap. xxii. 
offering them the Jaft wanton 
and cruel infults, murdered 
then. 

When the king was in- 
formed of their difobedient 
and infolent conduct, he was 
fo incenfed—that he inftantly 
put himfelf at the head of his 
troops, flew the murderers, 
and laid their city in afhes. 

8 His refentments being 
fatiated—he calls his fervants 
together and tells then—that 
he had prepared a feaft, but 
that thofe whom he had firft 
invited were not worthy to 
fhare its magnificence. 

g Go, therefore, faid he 
into the highways—and _pro- 
mifcuoufly invite all you meet 
with to the nuptial fupper. 

10 The fervants receiving 
thefe orders difperfed them- 
felves into all the publick 
roads and private paths, and 
collected all they met with, 
eood and bad without diftinc- 
tion, and conducted them to 
the palace—fo that the hall 
was filled with cuefts. 

tr When they were all 
feated, the king came to take 
a view of his company—but 
foon difcovered a perfon a- 
moneft them in a vile and 
fordid drefs. 

12 He called him and faid 
—l*riend, how came you to 
intrude into my palace, anc 
into this company, ina drefs 
io unfuitable to this genial 
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folemnity ?—— He was ftruck 

dumb-———-had no apology to 

offer for this difrefpectful ne- 
lect. 

13 The king then called 
to his fervants, and bid them 
bind him hand and foot—to 
dragz him out of the room— 
and to expofe him to all the 
horrours of midnight and 
darknefs—-——there to deplore 
his wretchednefs, and feel the 
moft dire and excruciating 
anouifh. 

14 For great numbers are 
invited to the glorious privi- 
leges of the gofpel—but the 
number of thofe who joyful- 
ly comply with the invitation, 
is very inconfiderable. 

§—15 Tue Pharifees, who 
heard this parable, left him 
— and holding a conference 
refolved upon a icheme which 
they hoped would effectually 
eninare him, and deftroy his 
public credit and reputation. 

16 Accordingly they fend 
fome of their pupils, along 
with the Herodians, and or- 
dered them to addrefs Jefus 
in the following manner — 
Divine teacher! we are per- 
tuaded you have a conicien- 
tious regard for truth —that 
in fincerity and plainnefs you 
communicate to men the dic- 
tates of infallible wifdom—~ 
that the fear of man can ne- 
ver induce you to facrifice 
duty—for the moft dignitied 

perlonages 
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perfonages are nothing to you, 
who have fo facred and invio- 
jable a reoard for truth. 

17 This your character 
hath induced us to requett, 
that you would give us your 
real fentiments concerning 
this queftion——Is it lawful for 
the Jews to pay tribute to the 
Romans, or not? — 

18 Jefus conicious of their 
bale and wicked intentions, 
faid—Why, O ye cratiy hy- 
pocrites! do you practife fuch 
infidicus arts to circumvent, 
and draw me into danger ? 

19 Show me the coin that 
is collected — They breught 
him a denarius. 

20 He faid— Whole head 
and legend is this? 

241 hey replied —Cczlar’s 
—Then, faid he, pay to the 
Emperour, what he lawfully 
demands, and to God the du- 
tics he requires. 

22 When they heard this 
anfwer, they left him — afto- 
nifhed at the manner, in which 
he detected them, and avoid- 
ed the fnare. 

§—23 Tue fame day the 
Sadducees, who are a Jewilh 
fect, who deny a future {tate, 
came to him, and propofed 
this query — 

24 WDluftrious inftructor! 
our ercat leeiflator hath en- 
acted this law—If a man die 
and leave no children, his 
brother fhall marry his wi- 
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dow, in order that the name 
and family of the deceafed 
may not be extinct. 

25 Now there happened 
once amoneft us this uncom- 
mon inftance-—-There were 
feven brothers—the eldeft of 
whom married and died with- 
out children, and his widow 
was efpoufed by his fecond 
brother. 

26 But he too diced —and 
all the feven by a pren nature 
death. 

27 So that the woman fur- 
vived them all. 

28 What we defire you, 
therefore, is this—VWVhich of 
the feven brothers fhall have 
this woman ina future ftate— 

29 sh anfwered — You 
are cuilty of grofs and cgre- 
ous miftakes, arifing from 
your ignorance of the feri ip- 
tures, and your impious h- 
mitation of the divine omni- 
potence. 

30 For in a future ftate the 
human race is not procreated 
—but the ipirits of good men 
are pure and refined intelli- 
gences, like the heavenly 
Ancels. 

31 With regard to a fu- 
ture ftate—have you never 
ferioufly confidered the im- 
port of this divine teftimony, 
which God fo frequently ad- 
dreffes to sak 

32 **Tamthe God of A- 


braham, the God of Haac, 
q 
and 
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and the Ged of Jacob”——— 
Certainly God is not the go- 
vernour of dead infenfible 
matter but of living and con- 
{cious intelligence. 

33 When the multitude, 
who ftood around, heard his 
{olution of thele difficulties, 
they.were amazed at the a- 
cutenefs and ftreneth of his 
arguments. 

§—34 Wuen the Phari- 
fees heard that he had effec- 
tually filenced the Sadducees, 
they collected themfelves to- 
eether in a-body to difpute 
with him. 

35 And one of them, who 
was an interpreter of the law, 
intending to make trial of his 
fagacity and fkill, propofed 
this queftion— 

26 Which, Sir, is the moft 
capital and fundamental pre- 
cept in the whole law? 

37 Jelus replied — Thou 
fhalt love the Lord thy God 
with a moft pure, conftant, 
and unalienable affection. 

38 This command is fu- 
perior to every other for 1m- 
portance and excellency. 

39 This alfo is fimilar to 
it in effential dienity and 
worth—~ Thou fhalt cultivate 
the moft benevolent affections 
towards thy brethren of man- 
kind. 

40 In thefe two funda- 
mental rules all the various 
inftructions that are {cattered 
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in the law and in the pro- 
pheis are virtually comprized. 

§—41 As the Pharifees 
were ftanding together, Je- 
{us propofed to them this 
queftion— 

42 What are yoyr fenti- 
ments concerning the Mef 
fiah ? — Whole fon is he ?>—~ 
They anfwered, David’s. 

43 But why, faid Jefus, 
does David, when under a 
divine afHatus, call him his 
fuperior in the rollowing pat- 
face— 

44. The fupreme Jehovah 
faid to my Lord——3e thou 
invefted with univerfa] domi- 
nion and authority, ‘tll thou 
have fubdued all thy foes.” 

45 In what fenfe, there- 
fore, is the Meffiah David's 
fon —- when David plainly in 
this paflace calls him his Lord 
and fuperiour ? 

46 This difficulty they 
could not folve —and from 
that day defifted from ail far- 
ther attempts to en{nare him 
by infidious queftions. 


CHAP. Xoo, 
I At that time fefus di- 


rected the following 
difcourfe to the muldtude 
and to his difciples. 

2 The Scribes and Pha- 
rifees have fuceeded Mofes 
in publickly teaching and 
inculcating the duties of the 
law. 

¢ Whatever 


So 


3 Whatever precepts, there- 
fore, they enjoin, that are jul- 
tified by the law, con{cienti- 
oufly obferve and obey—but 
jmitate not their lives — for 
their lives are fcandaloufly in- 
confiftent with their inttruc- 
tions. 

4 For they opprefs men with 
an intolerable burden of {fe- 
vere and tedious obfervances 
—but will not in their own 


practice conform to any of 


the precepts of this {trict and 
rigid morality. 

5 Their whole conduct is 
actuated by an infatiable love 
of oftentation and applauie— 
it is merely to fecure this that 
they make their phylacteries 
fo enormoufly broad — it is 
for this thac they affect to 
wear fringes to their garments 
of fucha fhowy and immode- 
rate leneth. 

6 It is to gratify this infa- 
tiable paffion, that they alpire 
to the higheft feats at every 
public entertainment, and 
itrive to get the moit diftin- 
eulfhed places in all religious 
affembhies. 

7 They are intoxicated with 
the fumes of fervility and a- 
dulation, which they expect 
fhould be offered to them in 
places of public refort —and 
their inward tranfport is 
boundlefs, when men addrets 
them with the pompous titles 
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8 But do not you affume 
thefe vain-glorious and extra- 
vagant titles—for the Meffiah 
1S your only guide, your fole 
inftructor and mafter —and 
your common title, indiferi- 
minately, is that of, bre- 
thren. 

g Do not you honour any 
earthly inftructor with the 
appellation of, unerring euide 
—for you have only one in- 
fallible direétor of confcience 
—your heavenly Father. 

10 Neither do you arro- 
cate to yourlelves the diftinc- 
tion of being fupreme heads 
and lcaders—for vour only 
fupreme head and leader is the 
Meffiah. 

11 For under the chriftian 
difpenfation, he, who fhall 
ftoop to the moft humane and 
condefcending offices, fhall 
be the greatett. 

12 For whofoever  fhall 
affeét fupercilious airs of ar- 
rogance and diidain,  fhall 
have the Jeaft pretenfions to 
the true chriftian character— 
but he, that is cloathed with 
humility and modeifty, is the 
ereatelt ornament to it. 

13 Jesus then de- 
nounced the following woes 
upon the Scribes and phari- 
faical doctors Woe unto 
you, ye Scribes and Pha- 
rifees, vile and abominable 
hypocrites | for you con- 
cert every meafure to prevent 
men 
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men from embracing chrifti- 
anity—You will not be con- 
vinced by its evidences your- 
felves, and do every thing in 
your power to prevent per- 
fons of good difpofitions from 
being convinced. 

14 ‘O ye hy pocritical Scribes 
and CPhaniee ! dreadful will 
be your condemnation !—for 
you opprefs by the moft ini- 
quitous extortion the widow 
and the orphan, and think 
to hide your avarice and ra- 
pacity from the world bya 
ipecious mafk of long and 
rapturous devotions — God, 
for thefe enormities will inflict 
upon you the fevereit pu- 
nifhments. 

15 Woe to you, hypocri- 
tical Scribes and Pharifees !|— 
for you traverfe fea and land 
to gain converts to Judaifm 
-—and when you have gained 
them, foon render them, by 
your immoral lives and fcan- 
dalous examples, more pro- 
fligate and abandoned than 
they ever were before their 
converfion. 

16 Woe unto you, ye falfe 
erroneous guides! who fay— 
ifa man iwear by the tem- 
ple and violate his oath, it 
is NOt criminal——but if he 
iwear by the gold of the 
temple, he lays himfelf under 
an inviolable obligation to 
perform. 

17 Vain and abfurd dif 
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tinction !—for which is more 
important—the gold, or the 
temple, which it only ferves 
to decorate and adorn? 

18 You likewile affert this 
He that {wears by the 
altar, if he falfifes his oath, 
is ouilty of nothing finful — 
but he that fwears by the vic- 
tim that is upon it, is indif- 
penfably bound to the per- 
formance. 

19 Eeregious folly !— for 
which is greateft—the victim, 
or the altar which gives it its 
facrednefs. 

20 In oaths, all fubtil and 
evafive diftinétions are of no 
avail—for he who fwears by 
the altar, {wears by it and 
all the facred oftcrines that 
are devoted to God on it. 

21 And. an adjuration by 
the temple is a folemn adju- 
ration by him who poffetfes 
it. 

22 And he who appeals to 
heaven for the truth of his 
affertions, appeals to God, 
who fupremely dwells there. 

23 O hypocritical Scnbes 
and Pharitees! dreadful be- 
yond deicription will be your 
future mifery—for you are 
moft religioufly fcrupulous in 
performing all the little nice- 
ties of the ceremonial law, 
and with a molt punctilious 
exactnefs mark the tithe of 
mint, anile and cummin—but 
the more important duties of 
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the law, juftice, compaffion, 
and fidelity, entirely difregard 
— ‘Thefe you ought to have 
made the great fundamental 
rules of your obedience, at 
the fame time that you omit- 
ted not the pofitive injunc- 
tions. 

24. Miferable inftructors ! 
who pick cut the fmalleft in- 
fect, but {wallow down the 
larceft. 

25 Woe unto you, ye hv- 
pecs) Scribes and Phari- 
fees !—— In yous external be- 
haviour you exhibit to tne 
world a fplendid appearance 
—-the moft confummate pu- 
rity and decency of manners 
~— but your interior is black 
and deformed with the moft 
rapacious, intemperate, and 
depraved defires. 

26 Thou abandoned Pha- 
rilee, firlt introduce elegance 
and purity into thine internal 
difpofitions, that thy exterior 
actions may be nothing but 
the pure reflected image of 
a good heart. 

27 Woe unto you, O ye 
Scribes and Pharifees! How 
deteftable 1s your hypocrny ! 
You refemble plaiftered 
monuments, which outward- 
ly appear beautiful—but in- 
wardly are full of putrifaction 
and horrour. 


28 Like thefe, you appear 
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to men to be mirrours of fanc- 
tity and juftice—while your 
hearts are replete with difi- 
mulation and all iniquity. 

2g. Oye: Pitariices <and 
Scribes, what mileries are now 
Impending over you tor your 
hypocrily and atrocious vices 
-——— You build meynificent 
tombs tor your martyred pro- 
phets, and decorate the fe- 
pulchres of decealed piety 

fwith the moft profule and 
coftly ornaments ! 

30 And thus lament over 
them—O had we lived in the 
days of our progenitors—we 
never would have tmbrued 
our hands, as they did, in the 
blood of fuch glorious refor- 
mers | 

21 Thisisa teftimony that 
you detcend from thofe who 
murdered the prophets, 

32 and you have‘ in the 
prefentage, by your refitting 
the ftrongeft evidence, and 
perfecuting the beft men, 
compleatly rivalled all the 
enormities of your anceftors. 

33 Ye monfters of cruelty 
and difimulation ! how is it 
poMible for you to efcape the 
moit dire and excruciating 
torments of a future {tate | 

34 To reclaim you trom 
your vices I fend among you 
perfons endowed with mira- 
culous gifts, and fuperiour 


Chap. XXI11. 


¢ Sce the Camb. MS. 


wifdo: 


Chap. xxiv. 


wifdom and virtue * — but 
fome of thefe you will mur- 
der—fome you will crucify— 
fome you will fcourge in your 
fynagogues, and purfue with 
implacable rage from one city 
to another. 

35 So that upon you fhall 
be revenged all the blood of 
the prophets, which hath been 
fpilt from holy Abel down to 
Zacharias the fon of Bara- 
chias, whom you cruelly af- 
{affinated between the temple 
and the altar. 

36 Laflert it with the great- 
eft folemnity—that the heavy 
punifhment of all thefe crimes 
fhall be inflicted upon this 
prefent age. 

370 Jcrufalem, Jerufalem ! 
thou who haft murdered fo 
many prophets, and hait iton- 
ed to death fo many cood 
men who were fent to reform 
thee -— for how many ages 
have | ftrove to fave thee 
from ruin with all the anxi- 
ous care and tender folicitude 
of the moit affectionate parent 
— but you have obitinately 
refuled. 

38 For this your incorri- 
sible difobedience the moi 
dreadful deftruction fhah o- 
verwhelm your city, and your 
country fhall be depopulated. 

39 Nor fhall you ever a- 
gain fee me prefent among 
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you, “ull the time that you 
fay — Unfpeaxably happy is 
he who is a proteflor of the 
cofpel ! 
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I FTER this Jefus go- 


ine out of the tem- 
ple, his dilciples came to him 
and defired him minutely to 
obferve the grandeur and 
magnificence of the edifice. 

2 Upon this Jefus faid to 
them — Survey this moft fu- 
perb and ftately ftructure — 
yet Laffure you that this whole 
vait fabric fhall be fo totally 
demolifhed, that there fhail 
not be lert one {tone ftanding 
upon another. 

3 The difciples alarmed 
at this prophetic declaration 
came to him in private, as 
he was fitting on the mount 
of Olives, and faid—Tell us 
when all thefe dreadtul cala- 
mities fhall happen, and the 
fure fions, by which we fhall 
be able to prognofticate thy 
coming to inflict this punifh- 
ment, and the confummation 
of the Jewifh ceconomy. 

4 To this enquiry Jefus 
thus replied —Take heed left 
any one feduce you into fatal 
crrours. 

5 For many impoftors will 
aflume my character—— pub- 
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lickly proclaiming themfelves 
to be the MeMiah, and will by 
thefe arrogant pretenfions 1m- 
pofe upon many. 

6 See you be not intuum- 
dated when you hear of wars, 
and are informed of bloody 
battles and invafions—tor the 
deftructive flames of war fhall 
rage a confiderable time, be- 
fore they involve this city and 
nation. 

7 For one country fhall 
commence hoftilities againil 
another, one potent kinedom 
againft another; and diffe- 
rent countries fall be diftre{- 
fed by famines, defolated by 
peftilences, or violently fhaken 
by eu cgua: 

8 All thefe are but pre- 
patie to the grand and uni- 
verial cataftrophe. 

» In thefe calamitous times 
you will be pertecuted with 
unrelenting rage, be held in 
eeneral and implacable detef{- 
tation by all nations, and be 
put to the moft cruel and 1g- 
nominious deaths, merely for 
your inviolable attachment to 
my religion. 

10 In thoefe unhappy times, 
alfo, many will conceive dil- 
cuft again{t the chriftian re- 
hieion ‘and apoftatize and 
then in the moft perhdious 
manner betray and periecute 
their brethren. 

11 Several impoftors tog fhall 
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then utter falfe predictions, 
and miferably deceive many. 

12 Vhe great and general 
prevalency of thefe enormi- 
ties will entirely extinguifh 
the love of religion in the bo- 
fom of many chriftians. 

13 But he who through all 
thefe fcenes of perfecution 
Maintains an inviolable fide- 
lity to his profeffion fhall be 
re{cued from the miferies in 
which this country fhall be 
involved. 

14 But before thefe cala- 
mities overwhelm it, the gof- 
pel fhall be preached through- 
out the whole Roman empire, 
and its evidences be propofed 
to every nation. 

15 But when you fee that 
idolatrous nation, which hath 
ipread fuch univerfal havock 
and detolation among man- 
kind, encamp round the ho- 
ly city —as Daniel hath pre- 
dicted, whofe prophely de- 

nands every reader’s ferious 
regard and attention— 

16 then Iet thofe chriftians, 
who are in Judea, fave them- 
felves by a precipitate flight 
to the mountains. 

17 He who 1s then on the 
houle top, and fees this vait 
army approach, let him not 
ftay a moment to take any 
thing out of his houfe. 

18 Hewhothen happensto 
be atworkinthe fields, lec him 

noe 
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not turn back to take his 
cloaths. 

19 Deplorable will be the 
fate of thofe women, whofe 
flight will be then prevented 
by advanced pregnancy, or 
the fuckling of infants. 

20 Earneitly pray that this 
precipitate flight may not 
happen during the inclemen- 
cy of the winter, or on the 
fabbath day. 

21 For the Jewifh nation 
fhall then be overwhelmed in 
{uch dreadful calamities as 
never happened from the 
foundation of the world, nor 
will ever happen again to Its 
final diffolution. 

22 And fhould this horrid 
carnage and defolation be 
continued for any confider- 
able duration, the whole na- 
tion of the Jews would be ex- 
tinét—but for the fake of the 
chriftians the period of thofe 
terrible diftreffes fhall be but 
fhort. 

23 During thefe miferies 
if any one fhould tell you 
that the Meffiah is in fach 
a place, that he hath made 
his public appearance in fuch 
a town — pay him not the 
leaft credit. 

24 For many will pretend 
to be the Meffiah, and af- 
fume the character of pro 
phets—exhibit fuch furpriz- 
ing feats and aftonifhing pro- 
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digies—and carry on the de- 
lufion with fuch cunning ar- 
tifice and traud, as almoft to 
impofe even upon the chril- 
tians themfelves. 

25 Remember that I have 
eiven you this previous ad- 
VICE; 

26 When, therefore, men 
fhall fay to you — The Mei- 
fiah at this very time hath 
appeared in fuch a delart — 
go not thither to examine his 
pretenfions Behold! the 
Mefiah conceals himfelf in 
fuch a private retirement, on 
account of the wickednefs of 
the Jews—-treat the informa- 
tion with contempt. 

27 For the fwiftnefs of the 
coming of the fon of man to 
deftroy the Jewifh nation fhall 
be fimilar to the rapidity of 
lightning, which darts from 
eaft to weft, at one fweep, 
through all that intervening 
{pace, In a moment. 

28 For wherever the pu- 
trid carcafe lies, to that place 
will the eagles collect to glut 
their raging hunger. 

29 Immediately after thofe 
dreadful calamities, fhall the 
{un be fhrouded in darknefs— 
the moon fhall become a great 
blank in the midit of heaven 
— the ftars fhall drop from 
their {pheres—and the heaven- 
ly powers fhall be fhaken with 
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the moft violent concuffi- 
ons‘, 

30 And then fhall be feen 
in the air a bright luminou: 
appearance of the fon of man, 
fcattering deitruction upon 
the fewifh nation—at which 
tremendous fpectacle all the 
tribes of the land of Ifrael 
fhall be overwhelmed in the 
laft terrour and diftrefs, when 
they furvey the Meffiah 
riding in triumph on the 
clouds of heaven in magnif- 
cent pomp and _ irrefiftible 
power. 

31 He will then difpatch 
his meffeneers with the clan- 
gors «fa fhrill crumpet, and 
they fhall collect Chiriftians in 
every region of the univerfe, 
making converts and form- 
ine focieties of believers in 
the moft diftant climes. 

32 Learn a leffon of in- 
ftruction from the following 
fimulittude—-—-When the fig- 
tree puts forth new leaves 
and tender fhoots, you con- 
clude that fummer 1s ap- 
proachino, 

33 In lke manner when 
you fee all thefe concurring to- 
kens, which J have fo minute- 
ly defcribed—moft certainly 
infer that the impending de- 
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ftruétion will very fpeedily 
tall. 

34 I folemnly affure you 
that the prefent race of men 
fhall not be defun‘t, before 
this dreadfulinundatio. come, 
and the whole of unis prophe- 
fy be fulfilled. 

35 For fooner fhall the 
earth and fky be reduced in- 
tO its primitive chaos, than 
thefe my predictions not be 
fully verified and accomplifh- 
ed. 

36 But in what day, or in 
what particular feafon of the 
year this dire invafion fhall 
happen, is known onty to the 
fupreme Go2-—but to no be- 
ing in the untverfe befides 
hin) —-to none even of the 
moft exalted ancels. 

37 The tmes in which 
the fon of man fhall come to 
deftroy this impenitent coun- 
try will be exactiy fimiar to 
the times in which Noah lived. 

38 For as in the times that 
preceded the fiood, the men 
of that age were immerfed in 
the exceffes of all fenfual in- 
dulgence, and continued tra- 
verfing a circle of every a- 
mufement and pleafure even 
till the very day that Noah 
entered into the ark ; 
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¢ Phe downfall of Jerufalem, and of the Jewith ecclefiaftical and civil 
polity 3s bere defcribed by cur Saviour in the /ame fublime language, as 
the downfall of Babylon and Egypt in the antient prophets. Compare 
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39 and never once fu{pect- 
ed the impending inundation 
— till it fuddenly rufhed upon 
them, and {wept them all a- 
way —jult fuch will be the 
{tate of things when the fon 
of man comes to deftroy this 
incorrigible nation. 

40 At thetime 
den irruption there fhall be 
two perfons i in the fame field 
—a cood Chriftian cae an un- 
believing Jew —the one of 
whom fhaii be involved in the 
general deftruction, and the 

other fave himielf by flight. 


of this fud- 


4! Two women fhall be 
erlang at the fame mill— 
the one fhall be flain, the 


othe, providentiaily make her 
efcape. 

42.Exercife, therefore, a 
confiant vigilance, and atten- 
tion to the admonitions [have 
given you —tror you cannot 
tellin what particular teaton 
the fon of man will come to 
plunge the Jewifh nation in 
the gulf of deftruction. 

43 Confider how reafon- 
able fuch a conduét is in o- 
ther cafes —for example — 
Had any matter of a tamily 
previous information at what 
particular hour of the night 
his houfe would be attempted, 
he would certainly fit up, and 
prevent the thieves trom 
breaking in. 

44 With the fame prudent 
vigilance be you alfo ever en- 


by MATTHEW. 


co 


ra 
dowed —— thar thefe 
calamities furprit 
funk in fupine neoh 
inconfideration. 

45 Every prudent fervant, to 
whom his lord hath commit- 
ted the care of his domeftic 
atairs during his abfence, will 
fhow his fidelity in punctually 
executing his commands. 

46 And happy will fuch a 
faithful fervant be, ifhis mafter 
at his arrival finds him dili- 
gently employed in his duty. 

47 Fie will affuredly re- 
ward fuch induftry and taith- 
tulnefs w ith the pring! tpal di- 
rection of all his fortunes. 

48 But ifthe wicked fervant 
fuffer negligence and care- 
leffne{s to Teal upon him, 
and indulge the fond i imagi- 
nation, that his lord will de- 
ter his journey home for ma- 
ny years, 

49 and in confequence of 
theie fugeveftions begin a 
courfe of profligacy and rot 
——throw every thing into 
confufion—abufe his fellow- 
fervants with the moft wanton 
cruelty—and run into all the 
excefles of debauchery and 
drunkennefs— 

50 The lord of that fer- 
vant will fuddenly come up- 
on him at an unexpected time, 
and furprife him in the midft 
of thefe fcenes of irregularity 
and diforder, 

sr and will infid upon 

G 4 hun 


terrible 
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him the moit exquifite tor- [a piercing cry — The bride- 


tures‘, and precipitate him 
into an horrid confinement-— 
there to deplore his wretch- 
ednels, and gnafh his teeth 
10n % Lal. 


Cuap. xxv. 1 The ftate 
of the chriftians on the fud- 
den irruption of thefe over- 
whelming calamities may be 
properly reprefented in the 
following fable — Ten vir- 
eins took their lamps, and 
went in proceilion to meet 
the bridegroom. 

Five of thefe were en- 
dued with prudence and dif- 


cretion, the other five were 
thoughtlefs and  inconfide- 
rate. 


3 The thoughtlefs took 
indeed their lamps, but had 
not the precaution to reple- 
nifh them with oil. 

4 But the prudent, mind- 
ful of futurity, carried oil 
with them in veffels. 

Having waited a long 
time for tv} ¢ bridegroom, and 
he not appearing, they alfo, fa- 
tigued with tedious expecta- 
tion, funk in profound re- 
pole, 

6 But lo! at midnight they 
were fuddenly alarmed with 


ercom, the bridegroom 1s 
coming !—naften to meet and 
congratulate him. 

7 Routed with this unex- 
pected proclamation they all 


got up and trimmed their 
lamps. 
8 The thoughtlefs then 


began to foucit the other to 
impart to them fome of their 
oili—telling them that their 
lamps were entirely extin- 
Bas 

o Loatheicsentreati¢sythe 
prudent anfwered—that they 
had only provided a fufficient 
quantity for their own ufe, 
and therefore advifed them 
to go and purchafe oi! of thofe 
who fold it. 

10 They departed accor- 
dingly, but during their ab- 
fence the bridegroom came, 
and the prudent virgins, be- 
ine prepared for his recep- 
tion, went along with him to 
the nuptial entertainment— 
The doors then were imme- 
diately fnut. 

11 After fome time the o- 
thers came to the door, and 
fupplicated earneitly tor ad- 
mifficn 

12 But the bridegrcom re- 
pulled them—telling them, 
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is not reftricted to ees afunder, as Whitby: and others contend. 
(ACO 7% GOULIN 1 Diy 6 roundev7 
S2oy ait 


eds resTauttec. Polyb p. 


Ta 
PlaGicn, Wyre p.oSeo. “hvtas 


ac hoata ne’; 
he 


Chap. Xxv. 


he did not know them, and 
would not admit any {tran- 
gers. 

13 Be ye inthe fame man- 
ner vigilant and watchful— 
Jeft at your lord’s coming to 
punifh the Jews, you be fur- 
prifed in negligence and care- 
lefnefs, and be involved in 
the general deftruction. 

§—14 THE goifpel difpen- 
{ation with regard to the dif- 
tribution of future rewards 
and punifhments may be thus 
reprefented — A - gentleman 
intending to vifit foreign 
countries called his fervants 
together, and entruited them 
with confiderable fums, ex- 
pecting that they fhould im- 
prove them by trade during 
his abfence. 

15 To one fervant he com- 
mitted five talents —to a fe- 
cond, two— toa third, one 
——to each according to his 
re{pective abilities—Atter this 
he fet out upon his travels. 

16 The fervant then, who 
had received five talents, im- 
mediately launched into buf- 
ne{s, and in proces of time 
by his fkill and diligence 
doubled his capital. 

17 In like manner he, who 
had been entrufted with two, 
gained in trade other two. 

18 But thefervant, who had 
received one talent, went into 
an obfcure place—dug an hole 
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and there depofited his lord’s 
money. 

1g After many years were 
elapied, the gentleman re- 
turns home from his travels, 
and calls his fervants before 
him—defirous to know what 
improvement they had made 
of his money. 

20 The fervant then, who 
had received five talents, thus 
fpoke — Sir, at your depar- 
ture you delivered to me five 
talents—by care and induftry 
I have accumulated other five. 

21 His lord highly elated 
cried out in tranfport—Ami- 
able conduct! confummate 
excellence! ——your faithful 
conduct merits the higheft 
applaufe—enter Into the moft 
tranfcendent happinefs it is in 
my power to beftow. 

22 He then, who had re- 
ceived two talents, approach- 
ed his lord, and faid— Sir, 
you originally entrufted me 
with two talents—I have like- 
wife doubled them by my di- 
ligence in commerce. 

23 His lord in the higheft 
raptures faid Well done! 
thou faithfulfervant! thou haft 
abundantly fhowed thy fidelt- 
ty in hufbanding the trifling 
fum I committed to thee-—— 
thou fhalt be immediately ad- 
vanced to a very high and 
illuftrious ftation, and fhare 
thy lord’s felicity. 
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go 

24 Laft of all he, who had 
received one talent, drew 
near and fpoke—Sir, I knew 
you to be a man of implaca- 
ble feverity, exacting your 
unreafonable demands with 
unrelenting rigour, and ex- 
pecting great emoluments 
trom perfons, whom you fix- 
ed in no capacity to fubferve 
your interells. 

25 Dreading, therefore, 
your ftern and inexorable 
temper, I went and hid it 
in the ground— here it is— 
I reftore it as I received it. 

26 His lord, fired with in- 
dignation at a conduct fo cni- 
minal, faid to him— Thou 
bafe and indolent flave !—~1t 
you really knew me, as you 
fay you did, to be of a temper 
fo unreafonable and unre- 
lenting, and to be fo inexo- 
rable in my demands, 

27 you ought to have taken 
care not to incur my relent- 
ment — but by a careful and 
diligent endeavour fhould 
have improved the talent 1m 
trade —that at my return I 
might have received my mo- 
ney with fome additional pro- 
fits, and have applauded and 
rewarded you for your con- 
duct. 

28 The gentleman then 
faid —tale that talent from 
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him directly, and give it to 
him who had the five talents. 

29 For every one, who hath 
carefully improved what hath 
been committed to him, fhall 
be rewarded With a more am- 
ple and ccpious afluence — 
but he, who hath mifimprev- 
ed what was entrufted to him, 
fall be fatally deprived even 
of what he originally had. 

30 Take you therefore that 
worthlefs flave from my pre- 
fence, and throw him ito a 
dark and difmal mine °, there 
to deplore his wretchednefs, 
and gnath his teeth tor ex- 
treme mifery. 

§—31 Ar the laft day the 
Mefiah fhall defcend, inveft- 
ed with matchlels {plendour 
and majefty, with a bright 
and numerous retinue of his 
angels—and then fhall afcend 
a moft magnificent throne. 

22 Before this tribunal all 
the nations of the univerle 
fhall be convened in one vait 
affembly —thefe he will then 
feparate into two aiftinct com- 
panies, in the fame manner as 
a fhepherd {eleéls and divides 
the fheep and goats into two 
feparate flocks. 

33 The good he will place 
on his right hand—the bad on 
his left. 

34 The judee will then 
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addrefs himfelf to thofe on his 
right hand with imiles of ap- 
probation Welcome! ye 
blefled of my father! Wel- 
come to the everlafting pof- 
fefMfion of thofe bliisful abodes, 
which have from all eternity 
been prepared for your re- 
ception. 

35 For when I was faint- 
ing with hunger, you gave 
me food—when I was parch- 
ed with thirft, you gave me 
driak—under your roof, when 
J was a ftranger, I found an 
hofpitabie reception. 

36 When I was laneuith- 
ing under cold and naked- 
nefs, you cloathed me—when 
I was fick and helplefs, you 
took the charge of me * — 
when I was confined in pri- 
fon, you vifited me. 

37 The righteous, alarmed 
at fuch an unexpected dif- 
courfe, will then anfwer — 
Bleffed MeMfah! when did 
we ever fee thee Janguifhing 
with hunger, or fainting with 
thirft, and in thefe extremi- 
ties relieved thee ? 

38 When did we ever fee 
thee a forlorn and unhappy 
ftranger, and entertained thee 
——or indigent and naked, and 
cloathed thee? 

39 Or when did we ever 
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‘fee thee confined to a fick 


bed, or toaloathfome dungeon 
—and in that helplefs condi- 
tion vifited and befriended 
thee ? 

40 To this the judge will 
aniwer—Since you have done 
thefe kind and benevolent 
offices to the moft inconfide- 
rable chriftian IY confider 
them as done to myfelf. 

41 AFTERWARDS the 
judge will turn to thofe on 
his left hand, and fay to them, 
with ffern looks, full of in- 
dignation—Depart you curf- 
ed from my prefence, to be 
confumed in that eternal fire, 
that was prepared for the de- 
vil and his angels. 

42 Fortho’ I was expiring 
with hunger and thirft, you 
repulfed me from your doors. 

43 Tho’ I was in a ftrange 
country and in diftrefs, you 
had the cruelty to refufe me 
the leaft relief——-—-when you 
law me fhiver and languifh 
under cold and nakednefs — 
when you faw me rendered 
helplefs by indifpofition, or 
confined in a prifon—you ne- 
elected me, and left me to 
all the cruel rigours of my 
condition. 

44. This company too will 
witnefs furprife at fuch an ac- 
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cufation, 


Q2 
cufation, and fay Lord, 
when did we ever fee thee in- 
volved in any of the calami- 
ties you mention, and denied 
thee relent? 

45 He will then reply — 
Since you have refuied thefe 
humane and beneficent off- 
ces to modeft and humble 
virtue in ciftrefs — I confider 
them as being refufed to my- 
felf. 

46 The wicked then will 
be fentenced to eternal death, 
and the good fhall be adjude- 
ed to eternal life. 


CHAP. XXVI. 
WEN Jefus had f- 


nifhed the preceding 
difcourfes, 
diiciples, 

2 There are only two days 
you know to the patlovcr — 
during which folemnity be 
affured that the fon of man 
will be treacheroully deliver- 
ed into the power of his ene- 
mies, and be crucified. 

3g At this very time there 
was convoked a general coun- 
cil of the high priefts, the 
clergy and the maonftrates— 
who met in the pet ot the 
hich pnieft, whole name was 
Caiaphas. 

4 In this affembly they all 
deliberated and concerted 
meafuies how to trapan Jeius 
by fraud, and put him to 
death. 
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5 They agreed, however, 
not to execute this defign 
during the celebration of the 
paffover—left it might caufe 
atumulr, and the populace 
fhould refcue him by force. 

§—6 Asout this time it 
happened, that as Jefus was 
in Bethany, in the houfe of 
one Simon whom he had mi- 
raculoufly cured of leprofy, 

7 a woman approached him 
as he was reclining on the 
couch, and poured an alabat- 
ter box of the fineft and rich- 
eft perfume upon his head. 

8 This aétion, of which 
the difciples were witneffes, 
filled fome of them with ex- 
treme indignation, and they 
could not forbear teftifying 
their refentment by fayine — 
What is there that can juttify 
fuch extravagance | 

This perfume might have 
been fold for a confiderable 
fum, which would have re- 
lieved the diftrefies of {everal 
poor families. 

10 But Jel us confcious of 
thefe rcpining murmurs faid 
to them — Why do you con- 
ceive fuch violent ditguit and 
refentment again{t the wo- 
man ? — fhe hath done me 2 
cood and beneficent office. 

rr And with regard to what 
vou alledge concerning the 
poor — objects of compaffion 
you have always around you 
—but my continuance with 

you 
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you will be but of a very 
fhort duration. 

12 So fhort, that the per- 
fume, which fhe hath now 
lavifhed upon my perfon, may 
be confidered in the light of 
funeral honours paid to me. 

13 This friendly and be- 
nevolent favour, which this 
woman hath juft conferred 
upon me, I afiure you, fhall 
be celebrated in every coun- 
try where the gofpel is dif- 
fuled, and live in the grateful 
remembrance of all future 
ages. 

§—14 ArrTer this Judas 
Ifcariot one of the twelve a- 
poftles went to the high 
priefts, 

15 and faid—What reward 
will you give me, and I will 
deliver Jefus into your power? 
— They agreed to pay him 
thirty pieces of filver. 

i6 From the time, that 
this contract was made, Ju- 
das continually ftudied the 
moft favourable opportunity 
of putting Jefus into their 
hands. 

§—17 Tue difciples, on 
the firft day of unleavened 
bread, came to Jefus, and 
defired to know in what place 
he would have them make 
preparation for eating the 
pafchal fupper. 

18 He faid to them—Go 
into the city to fuch a certain 
perion, and tell him that your 
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mafter intends to celebrate at 
his houfe the approaching fo- 
lemnity with his difciples. 

1g The difciples imme- 
diately executed his injunc- 
tions —and in that perion’s 
houfe they provided every 
thine neceflary for the pai- 
fover. 

20 Accordingly in the e- 
vening Jefus fat down to eat 
the patchal lamb with his dif- 
ciples. 

21 But while they were at 
fupper Jefus faid to them — 
I certainly know that one of 
you will by the bafeit perfidy 
betray me into the power of 
thofe, who thirft after my 
blood. 

22 A declaration fo unex- 
pected threw them into ail 
the exceffes of refentmentand 
orief—and every one of them 
refpectively afked him, by 
turns,—if he judged him ca- 
pable of fuch black ingrati- 
tude and treachery ¢ 

23 He replied —The per- 
fon, who will perpetrate this 
crime, 18 now dipping a piece 
of bread in the difh. 

24 Lhe fon cf man, indeed, 
will make that exit, which 
the antient prophets have 
lone fince predicted — but 
dreadful, beyond expreffion, 
will be the punifhment of 
that perfon, who will betray 
the Meffiah into the hands 
of his perlecutoers! Happy 

would 
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would it be for him, had he 
never drawn the breath of 
life ! 

eG Lhe traitor fudas'hear- 
ing this diicourfe taid — Do 
you think me capable of fuch 
villainy—I do—Jeius replied. 

26 As they were at fupper, 
Jefus took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to God, 
he broke it, and diftributed 
it to his difciples, faying— 
Take and eat this bread — 
which I defign fhould repre- 
fent my own ‘body. 

27 He then took the cup, 
and having paid his eratitude 
to heaven, he gave it to them, 
fayinge—Of this wine do you 
all drink—— 

28 for it reprefents my own 
blood by the effufion of 
which that new diipentation, 
which, is defened to reform 
a vicious and depraved world, 
fhall be fealed and confirmed, 

29 And Ict me farther af- 
fure you—thai I will not tafte 
the produce of the vine, *ull 
the time that my heavenly 
father hath creéted his kine- 
dom’. 

o When they had fune 
the ufual pafchal ‘ode — they} r 
withdrew to the mount of 
Olives. 

31 On their arrival here he 
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faid tothem—This very night 


yo will all be afhamed of the 
caufe you have efpoufed, and 
defert me—and to your con- 
duct may be applied a paffage 
which occurs in one of the 
prophets —— * I will wound 
the fhepherd, and the flock 
thal! difperfe.” 

32 But remember, after I 
am raifed from the grave, I 
will immediately repair to 
Gahlee. 

33 Peter then replied— 
you fay that we fhall all relin- 
quifh you—Dbut Iam delibe- 
rately refolved never to aban- 
don you. 

34 Haft thou formed this 
refolution ? —— I allure thee 
this very night berore the 
cock hath crowed three times, 
thou wilt folemnly deny that 
thou ever hadit any connec- 
tions with me. 

35 Lwillfocner meet death, 
with you, faid Peter, in the 
moft dreadful form, than ever 
be cuilty of fuch baltenefs— 
All the difciples made the 
fame declarations. 

36 Jefus then attended 
with his sis Sarr came to a 

etired place called Gethte- 
mancé—into which as foon as 
he had withdrawn, he faid to 
them,—Sit down here, while 
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I advance a little farther, 
and fupplicate my God to al- 
fift me. 

37 Hethentcok with him 
Peter, and the two fons of Ze- 
bedee——who foon faw him 
fink in an agony of excef- 
five forrow and diftrefs of 
mand. 

38 He then faid to them 
—~my foul is overwhelmed 
in a flood of the moft opprei- 
five grief, and is ready to ex- 
pire by reafon of the excru- 
ciating anguifh I now fuftain 
Do itay here and fit up 
with me. 

39 Having faid this he ad- 
vanced afew fleps from them 
—proftrated himielf on the 
ground, and uttered this 
prayer O merciful God ! 
fuffer not the impending ftorm 
to break over my head—but 
I check mytelf—Not my will 
but thine be done! 

40 He then rofe from his 
knees, and came back to his 
difciples——whom he found 
funk in profound repofe—— 
and awakening Peter he faid 
—are you not abie to fit up 
with me, but for one fingle 
hour. 

41 Suffer not fleep to over- 
come you in this emergency, 
but earneftly beg of God, 
that you may not be feduced 
into fin—Your minds chear- 
fully prompt you to adhere 
to me, but the ftrong fears 
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of death, alas! will foon o- 
vercome all your mental re- 
folutions ! 

42 He left them a fecond 
time, and devoutly offered 
the following fupplication— 
OQ my father! if thefe ap- 
proaching miferies cannot be 
avoided, but I muft be in- 
volved in them—lI calmly ac- 
quiefce in thine all wife difpo- 
fal! 

43 He came, and again 
found them overwhelmed in 
fleep. 

44 Upon feeing them in 
the fame condition, he went 
from them a third time—and 
poured out the fame devout 
requetts, 

45 After this he comes to 
his diferples and fays to them 
— You may now indulge your 
Numbers, and finkin the arms 
of fecurity and repofe — for 
the time is expired—my fate 
is decided, the fon of man is 
this moment going to be de- 
livered into the lands of his 
wicked enemies. 

46 Rife—let us depart— 
the traitor is here! 

47 He had not fpoken 
thele words before Judas ap- 
proached him, atrended with 
a vaft mob, armed, fome of 
them with fwords, others with 
clubs, whom the prelates and 
the magiftrates had hired for 
this purpofe. 

48 To thefe ruffians the 


traitor 


Go 
traitor had agreed to give this 
fiznal——The perfen, faid he, 
whom IJ fhall kiis, 1s the man 
—Apprehend him immedi- 
atcly. 

49 He then hailily advan- 
ced up to Jefus, and faid— 
Hail great infiructor ! — and 
faluted him, feemingly, with 
great aicour and affection *. 

s0 Friend! faid Jefus to 
him, what is it hath prompt- 
ed thee to this ?——The mob 
then feeing the fignal, rufhec 
upon him and feized him. 

51 One of the difciples, {ce- 
ing this violence, immediatcly 
drew his {word and ftruck a 
fervant of the high pnieft a 
blow which cut off his right 
ear. 

52 Upon this Jefus turned 
to him and faid — fheath thy 
{word—for all, that fhall now 
take up arms to refcue me, 
are fure to be overpowered 
and flain. 

53 Doft thou not reflect, 
that if I were to be extricated 
by force from my impending 
fate, Icould now implore my 


The Hiltory of Jesus 


Chap. xxvi, 


heavenly father to deliver me, 
and fhould inftantly be incir- 
cied with many thouiands of 
Angels? 

54 But how, then, would 
thoie prophecies be fulfilled, 
whicn exprefsly predict the 
iuicrings and death of the 
MeMiah ? 

55 When the officers had 
feized Jefus, he faid to the 
furrounding mob—Why did 
you come armed with clubs 
and {words to apprelend me, 
like a thief, inthis clandeftine 
manner ?——-When you knew 
thatI was every day publickly 
initruéting the people in the 
temple—yet laid no violent 
hands upon me? 

56 But the antient predic- 
tions muft be accomplifhed 
—I am tofuftain all this treat- 
ment When the difciples 
faw their mafter in the hands 
of thefe ruffians, they were 
feized with confternation, and 
deferted him by a fudden and 
precipitate flight. 

§—57 Wuen they had 
apprehended Jefus they drag- 
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mates that the traitor faluted him with great ardencv. 
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in Jatin: In pio officio aliquandiu immoratus et. Pericles loved Lpafia 
with the greateft tendernefs, and never went or came from the forum, but 
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Cato flruck Maenillixns out of the lift of the fenators be- 


Fabio, p. 330. 


Plutarch Pericles, p. 301. All the army 


Plutarch in 


caufe in the prefence of his daughter THY AUTH YVUVOLKA HATECIANTEV. 


Plutarch Cato Maj. p: 634. 


Sylla always carried in his bofom a hitle 


solden image, which in an cngugement he ever ufed KATLOASIN Plot 


Sylla. p. 861. Edit. Steph. 


ah 
6 


ged 


Chap. XXVI. 


ced him before Cataphas 
the high prieft, at whofe 
houfe the clergy and magi- 
{trates, were then affembled. 

58 Peter followed him, at 
fome confiderable diftance, as 
far as into the hall of the 
high prieft—where he ming- 
led with the fervants, defion- 
ing to learn the refult of this 
tranfaction. 

59 When Jefus was brought 
before the high priefts and the 
magiftrates, the whole coun- 
cil tried to fuborn witneffes to 
atteft the moft netorious falie- 
hoods in order that they 
might publickly condemn and 
execute him as a malefactor. 

60 But tho’ feveral falle 
evidences were procured, yet 
what they alledged was not 
deemed iufficient to convict 
him of a capital crime—’till 
two witnefles appeared, 

61 who declared that they 
had heard him utter the fol- 
lowing expreffions—Iam able 
to demolifh this whole fabric 
of the temple, and in three 
days time to rebuild it in all its 
former grandeur and mag- 
nificence. 

62 The high prieft then 
rofe from his feat and faid to 
him—Wilt thou offer no de- 
tence ?—Wilt not thou vin- 
dicate thyfelf againft thefe 
charges ? 

63 But Jefus, knowing 
their determined refolutions to 
condemn him, continued fi- 
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lent——The high prieft then 
faid to him—I folemnly ad- 
jure thee in the name of the 
living God, in whole pre- 
fence thou ftandeft, that thou 
wilt exprefsly tell us, whether 
thou art the real Meffiah, the 
fon of God? 

64 Jefus anfwered that he 
was, and faid— You will foon 
fee a convincing proof that I 
am—for you will ice me in- 
vefted with the higheft dignity 
and authority, and riding in 
triumph, pomp and majefty, 
upon the clouds, icattering 
deftruction upon this city and 
nation. 

65 Upon hearing this, the 
high prieft rent lis cloaths, 
crying out What horrid 
blafphemy is this! What oc- 
cafion have we for evidence 
acainft him ?—Hlave you not 
heard the notorious blaiphe- 
mies againft God that he juit 
uttered ° 

66 I defire your fentiments 
of it—~The council with one 
unanimous voice an{wered— 
that he ought to fufler capi- 
tal punifhment. 

67 ‘This fentence was no 
fooner pronounced, than the 
mob around hin began to 
offer him the vileft indigni- 
ties, fpitting in his face, and 
ftriking him with their fits, 

68 and during this oppro- 
brious treatment infolently 
afking him to tell, by the 
pronhetic powers he pofler- 

ri ied 
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fed, who it was that ftruck 
him. 

§—69 Peter, as hath been 
mentioned aoe: was now in 
the hall—where as he was {it- 
ting, one of the fervant maids 
came to him and iaid—I be- 
lieve you was one of the com- 
panions of this Jefus of Na- 
zereth. 

70 You miftake the per- 
fon, he replied—I never had 
the leaft acquaintance with 
him—I do not know what 
you mean. 

71 He was no fooner gone 
into the paflage, but another 
maid fervant jaw him, and faid 
tothe people that ed round 
her—That perfon there was 
one of Jefus’ particular friends. 

72 But he anfwered with 
a folemn oath, That he did 
net fo muchas know him. 

72 A jitcle after, fome of 
thofe who ftood ee are jaid to 
Peter-~you cercainly are one 
Ox his duciples—tor your dia- 
Jefe *s a plain demonttration, 
that you are a Gahilean. 

74 Upon this he began to 
utter the mefc creaciul oaths 

and | imprecations, making the 
mof folemn appeals to God, 
that ke never had any con- 
neClions witch him—when he 
hese thecal chow. 

oe Lceben im inays | recor 
leéte d what Jefus had told 
Him————thiae beheretic cock 
Crewse wouide ented teyeral 
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times utter the ftrongeft af- 
feverations that he had never 
known him-——this rufhing in- 
to his mind ftruck him with 
a painful fenic of his weak- 
neifs and wickednefs, and he 
went out and burit into a 
flood of bitter tears. 
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N the morning the high 

priefts and the other 
members, who compoied the 
Sanhedrim convened a coun- 
cil in which it was unani- 
moufly decreed that Jefus 
fhould fuller capital punith- 
ment. 

2 Accordingly they load- 
ed him with fetters and con- 
duéted him before Pontius 
Pilate the Roman governour. 

§——3 Bur when Judas 
found that Jefus was con- 
demned to die, he was tung 
with remoric, and bringing 
back the thirty pieces of fil- 
ver to the prelates and the 
macgittrates, 

4 laid tothem—Sfhave been 
ouilty of amoft horrid and en- 
Orinous: crime,” ie -betsaying 
an innocent pericn into vour 
hands by an act of the bafeft 
perfidy —they rephed — this 
thy treachery doth not in the 
lealtoalicctous thou alene 
art chargeable with It. 

Becble cthen.s seized: wth 
detpair and rage, Hung down 

the 
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the money—rufhed out of the 
temple, and immediately 
hanged himfelf’. 

6 The high priefts order- 
ing the pieces to be picked 
up faid—-as human blood hath 
been purchafed with this mo- 
hey, it is unlawful for us to 
put it into the treafury of the 
temple. 

7 They therefore delibe- 
rated to what ufe they fhould 
convert it, and agreed ac laft 
to purchafe with it the pot- 
ter’s ficld to be a burying- 
ground for all foreigners that 
died in the city. 

8 From this circumftance 
that plot of ground hath ever 
fince been called the field of 
blood. 

g This incident is exactly 
fimilar to the following paf- 
fage which occurs in the pro- 
phet Jeremiah— they took 
the thirty pieces of filver, the 

rice which the children ot 
frael fet upon my head, 

10 and they caft them in- 
to the potter’s field, as God 
had enjoined me.” 

§—i1 Wuen Jefus was 
erdered before the governour, 
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he faid to him—Do you pre- 
tend to affume the ttle of 
King of the Jews ? Jefus 
aniwered in the affirmative. 

12 But to many accufati- 
ons that were here brouvat 
acainit him by the high pricits 
and the magiftrates he made 
no reply, knowing their in- 
flexible refolution tocondemn 
him, 

13 Upon this Pilate faid— 
Why do you continue fient— 
do not you hear the heavy 
crimes they alledge agairtt 
you? 

14 But Jefus itil prefer- 
ved a profound filence— fo 
tnat the sovernour was great- 
ly aitonifhed at his behaviour. 

15 The governour had e- 
ftablifhed a cuftom of grati- 
fying the people, at every 
pailover, with the releafe of 
any one priioner, whofe par- 
don they folcited of him. 

16 There happened then to 
be under confinement a very 
nctoniousrufhian, whofe name 
was Barabbas. 

17 As the council, there- 
fore, food convened before 
him, Pilate, not doubting 





1 Soma interpreters would conclude from the greex verb here ufed that 


defpair and melancholy choaked and itrangled the traitor: 


but it is never 


ufed in this fenfe. '* Some fay when Ariadne was deferted by Thefeus 
fhe hanged herfelf, avayzada. Plutarch Thef. p.16. “ They bring 
out the halters tev arayyoveve. Plutarch Vhemiftocles, p. 225. 
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hike p. 34:1. Edit, Fabri. 
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but they would prefer Jefus 
to fuch an infamous malefac 
tour, propofed it to them, 
whether they would have 
him rclease thts Barabbas or 
Jelus. 

18 For he knew very well 
from the whole of their con- 
duct on this occafion that they 
had drageed him to his tribu- 
nal merely from a principle 
ot determined malice and 1n- 
veterate rage. 

19 Ithappened, moreover, 
while he was prefiding in this 
court of judicature that his 
wife difpatched a meflenger to 
him,entreating him not to con- 
demn an innocent perlon— 
for that fhe had been, the 
might before, ereatly terrified 
with a frightful dream con- 
cerning him. 

20 Inthe mean time whi 
he was ruminating on this 
meffage, the hich priefts and 
the magiftrates prevailed with 
the populace by their impor- 
tunate perfuafions to folict 
for the acquittal of Barabbas 
and the execution of Jefus. 

21 The governour reco- 
vering from the perturbation 
into which this incident had 
thrown him, afked them a- 
gain Which of thefe two 
do you choofe I fhould in- 
ftantly difmifs from  confine- 
ment ?—=They all cried Ba- 
rabbas. 

22 But what fentence fhall 
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I pronounce, faid Pilate, up- 
on this man, whom you call 
the Mcfiah ?>——They uni- 
verfally clamoured —let him 
be crucified ! 

23 The governour, afto- 
nifhed at the furious rage 
they expreffed, calmly afked 
them what crime they 
charged him with — but to 
this they only rephed with a 
vociferation more violent 
than ever—let him be cruci- 
fed | 

24 When Pilate found that 
all his attempts to refcue him 
from their fury were fruitlefs, 
and that the more he endea- 
voured to placate their re- 
fentments, the more he tn- 
fticated and inflamed them, 
he ordered water to be 
brought, and wafhing his 
hands in the prefence of the 
whole court, faid I give 
this public teftimony that 
my hands fhall not be em- 
brued in the blood of this 
cood man. 

25 The wholeaffembly then 
unanimoufly rephed [set 
his blood be upon us and 
upon our posterity ! 

26 Accordingly Barabbas 
was releafed from prifon—— 
and Jeftis was jentenced to 
be firft fcourged and after- 
wards crucified. 

27 After the firft part of 
the fentence was executed— 
the governour’s guards car- 

ried 
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ried Jefus into the preetorium | Golgotha, which fignifies, 

— and there collected toge- | The place of fkulls, 

ther the whole cohort. | 34 they were kind enough 
28 They then ftripped of | to offer him a ftupifyiag 

his cloaths, and arrayed him | draught, a compofition of 





in robes of mock royalty-— | gall and vinegar — but after 
tor they put on him a purple | he tafted it, he refefed to 
vett drink it. 


29 they platted a crown 35 The Roman folders 
of thorns, and fixed it on his | having fixed and erected the 
head——they put a cane into | crofs, and nailed him to it, 
his right hand for a fcepter— | catt lots for his cloaths——a 
and then proftrated them- | circumftance fimilar to one 
felves before him——offering | which the Pifalmift mentions 
himthe moft wantonand cruel | in the following paflage 
infults and indignities—fhout- | ‘* They made a divifion of 
ing, God fave the king of | my apparel, and caft lots for 
the Jews! ie 

30 they fpit upon him—| 36 They then fat down 
they took the cane which} upon the place and kept 
he had in his hand and ftruck } guard. 








himwith it on the head, that} 37 Over his head they alfo 
the fharp thorns might pierce | put up this inicription to 
and wound it. fienify the crime for which 


31 When they were tired | he fuffered —- Turis 1s THE 
with this infolent treatment, | KING OF THE Jrws. 
they divefted him of the pur- | 38 Along with him there 
ple robe, and putting on him | were crucified two thieves, 
his own cloaths they dragged | one on each fide. 
him away to the place of cru- 39 The people that paffed 
cifixion. by the place reproached him 
32 On their way from the | in all the abufive language 
pretorium they happened to | they could invent, making 
meet one Cimon, a foreigner, | him the object of all their 
from Cyrene—him they com- | banter and derifion—fhaking 
pelled by menaces to carry | their heads at him, 
the crofs. 40 and crying This 1s 
33 When they were arriv- | the man, who could demo- 
ed at the place of execution, | lifh the temple and rear it 
called in the Jewifh language | again in the {pace of three 
it days ! 
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days! O illuftrious pro- 
phet! fave thyfelf! Since™ 
thou art the MeMfiah, loofen 
the nails by thy miraculous 
power, and defcend from thy 
crofs ! 

41 With the fame fcornful 
contumely did the high prietts, 
the clergy, and the magiftrates 
load him, contemptuou fly fay- 
ing, 

42 Others he refcued 
from death, but hath not pow- 
er to refcue himfelf! Since 
he affumes the title of king 
of Ifrael, let him now dro 
from his Gas in perfect health, 
and we fhall credit his pre- 
tenfions. 

43-——E1e had the affurance 
to arrogate to himiclt the ap- 
pellation cf the fon of God— 
Jet that Beine now, fince he 
approves his condué , deliver 
bim from his torte real 

44 The thieves who were 
crucified along with him, up- 
braided him alfo in the fame 
opprobrious terms. 

S—45 Now from twelve 
o’cleck to three in the after. 
noon, the whole land of Ju- 
dea was inveloped in thick 
darknefs : | 
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46 About three, Jefus ut- 


tered with a Joud and {trong 
voice thefe words—Eh, Eh, 
Jama fabachthani 


which 
tranflated fignify, O my God! 
my God! why hatt a dle- 
ferted- me"! 

47 Some perfons that food 
by, hearing thefe expreffions, 
and led into a miltake from 
the fimilarity of the words, 
faid——He implores Elias to 
come and affifl him. 

48 Then one of them im- 
mediately ran—iook a {punge 
—filled it with vinegar, and 
fixing it at the end of a cane 
gave it him to drink. 

49 But the reft reproved 
him: for this kind office, fay- 
ing-—Do not reeard him—let 
us fee it Elias will come to 
extricate him from his milery. 

60 Jefus cried again with 
an exeefively loud and vehe- 
ment voice and expired. 

51 A moft amazing f{cene 
now prefented itfelf The 
veil, that feparated the holy 








of holies from the fanctuary, 


was torn in pic ces from the 
toy tothe bottom— [here was 


alio a dr cadtubcanchiaualee, by 
the violence of whote concul- 


2s it does, when joined 


in innuimera bie other places. 
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fions the rocks were fhattered 
and burft afunder. 

52 The monuments of the 
dead were alio opened, and 
the bodies of many good men, 
who had been lately aeceal fed, 
were reftored to lite, 

53 and quitting their fe- 
pulchres, after his refurrec- 
tion went into the holy city 
and were feen by confiderable 
numbers of the inhabitants. 

54 But the Roman cap- 
tain and the cuard of foldiers 
which he commanded, when 
they felt the violence of the 
fhocks, and faw the other a- 
{tonifhing prodigies that now 
occurred, they were ftruck 
with extreme horrour, and 
all declared — Undoubtedly 
this perion was the jon of 
a God! 

55 There ftood, moreover, 
at fome confiderable dif 
rance from the crofs a large 
company of women, who had 
contributed to his fupport, 
and had attended him in ie 
journey from Galilee. 

56 Among thele were 
Mary Magdalene, Nlary the 
mother of James and joles, 
and the mother of John and 
the other James. 

57 In the evening Jofeph 
of Arimathea, a perion of 
great dignity and opulence, 
who was both convinced him-: 
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felf, and laboured to. con- 
vince others ° of the divine 
authority of Jefus, 

53 wentto Pilate, and re- 
quefted it as a favour, that 
he would grant him the body 
of Jefus—The covernour at 
his earnett folicitation ordered 
the body to be taken down 
and delivered to him. 

59 When this gentleman 
had recetved the corpie, he 
{wathed it in the fineft linen, 

60 and interred it in a 
tomb, which he had lately 
hollowed in the rock, and in 
which he defiened that his 
own remains fhould be depo- 
fited—and after having block- 
cd up and fecured the mouth 
of the fcpuichre with a large 
itone, he departed, 

or Mary Magdalene, and 

the other Mary, “fictins on a 
place oppofite the fepulchre, 
were pleafed f{pectators of 
thete funeral obfequies. 

§—62 Tne next day being 
the Jewith iabbath, the hich 
priefts and the Pharitces went 
inja boay to: Pilate: 

63 Beine admitted, they 
{poke thus — We remember, 
Sir, that this notorious 
pottor publicity - Cave: “Our, 
that three days atter ius death 
he would rife again. 

64 We defire you, taer 
fore, to give orders 
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fepulchre may be ftrongly 
guarded and fecured for three 
days—for fhould his difciples 
come in the night time and 
{teal his body, and publifh to 
the world that he is actually 
rifen, the people will be fe- 

uced into a delufion that 
will be attended with more 
dangerous and pernicious 
coniequences, than what have 
already happened. 

65 ‘Vo this their propofal 
Pilate affented and fard—Go 
then, take a guard with you, 
and make the fepulchre as 
{ecure as you think proper. 

66 Accordingly they went 
—iecured the mouth of the 
fepulchre fet a {eal upon 
the large ftone—blocked up 
its entrance —— and placed a 
ftrene body of folciers to 
guard it, 
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1 ¥N the evening when the | 


: Dd 
Jewith fabbath was clof 


ed and the firft day of the 
week juft commenced, Mary 
Maedalencand the other Ma- 
ry went to view the tamb. 

2 But here a furprifing 
feene prefented itlelf A 
dreadful earthquake fhook the 
ground an angel then de- 
icended from heaven ad- 
vanced to the tomb—rolled 
away the larce ftone that co- 
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vered its mouth, and fat up- 
on it. 

3 Red frery beams darted 
from his vifage, like gleams 
of lightening, and his robes 
fhone with a iplendour, in- 
exprefiibly bright and daz- 
zling, 

4 The guards were fo 
truck with his appearance, 
that their blood was inftantly 
chilled with horrour, and they 
funk down like dead men. 

5 The angel addreffed him- 
felt to the women with pla- 
cid mildnefs and benevolence, 
and faid-——-I know that you 
are come hither with a pious 
defien to pay your laft kind 
offices to the crucified Jetus. 

6 But he is no longer in- 
clofed within this tomb—he 
is rifen from the ruins of the 
grave, as he faid he fhould 
do—come fee the place where 
your mafter was once depo- 
hited. 

7 And do you exert all the 
fpeed you are able, and in- 
torm his diiciples that he 1s 
riien from the dead, and that 
he is advancing before them 
into Galilee, where he will 
certainly exhibit himielf to 
their view——remember, it 1s 
an angel commands! 

8 Having received this or- 
der they ran from the fepul- 
chre with fwift and impatient 
fteps to bring this happy news 
tO 
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to the difciples, while fear and 
joy tumultuoufly ftrugeled in 
their bofoms. 

g But as they were flying 
with the meflage in this pre- 
cipitate manner behold! 
Jefus met and erceted them 
—The well known voice and 
form ftruck them with inex- 
preffible tran{ports—they run 








to him proftrated them- 
felyes, and embraced his 
knees. 


10 Jefus then faid to them 
—Difpel every fear, and go, 
bid my difciples haften into 
Galilee, where I will meet 
them. 

§—11 ArrerR the women 
had left the fepulchre, fome 
of the guards came into the 
city, and gave the high priefts 
a circumftantial account of 
every thing that had happen- 
ed at the tomb. 

12 Upon this information 
a council was immediately 
convened———in which they 
came to a refolution to give 
a confiderable tum of money 
to bribe the toldiers. 

13 And they ordered them, 
whenever they were confulted 
about thefe occurrences, to 
report, that the difciples came 
ina clandeftine manner in the 
night time, and ftole the bo- 
dy, while they were afleep. 

14 And they moreover af- 
jured the foldiers, that if their 
conduct fhould happen to be 
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found out by the governour, 
they would take care to ex- 
culpate them, and appeafe 
his refentment. 

15 The foldiers, being thus 
largely bribed, acted as they 
were inftructed—and this ac- 
count, which the foldiers were 
hired to publifh, is current 
and credited among the Jews 
to this day. 

16 The difciples went di- 
rectly to Galilee and afcended 
a particular mountain, which 
Jefus had named as the place, 
where he would exhibit him- 
felf to their view. 

17 Buttho’ they had doubt- 
ed before, as foon as they faw 
him, they were convinced of 
the identity of his perfon, and 
proftrated themfelves before 
him. 

18 Jefus then addreffed 
them in the following words 
I am now invefted with 
univertal power in heaven and 
on earth, as a reward for my 
obedience. 

19 Go you, therefore, and 
make converts in every na- 
tion, baptizing them into the 
belief and profeffion of a re- 
ligion, which is planned by 
the Father, publifhed by the 
Son, and confirmed by the 
Holy Spirit : 

20 Enjoining upon them a 
ftrict and confcientious obfer- 
vance of all the precepts that 
[ have taught you — and re- 
member, 
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member, that in all your la- | dian and fupport to the final 
bours and miniftrations I fhall | confummation of all things. 


ever be your conftant euar- 
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Can ces 1, 


t intend to write the hif- 

] tory of Jefus the Mei- 
fiah, the fon of God: 

2 Whofe appearance on 
earth was ufhered in by John 
the Baptift, according to the 
expre{s prediction of the an- 
tent prophets, recorded inthe 
avo iollowing paflages ——~ 
“* Behold I fend an herald 
before thee to proclaim thy 
“pproach and prepare men 
ior thy recyption.” 

= dork): how. the <i: 
cernefs refounds with the loud 
proclamation—O prepare for 
the fpeedy advent of the 
MeMah—ttrow the path with 
flowers, 19 which his facred 
feet {hall tread!” 

4. According to thefe 
prophecies John appeared as 
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the harbinger of the Meffiah, 
and publickly baptized in the 
wildernefs, inculcating upon 
all who came to him the ne- 
cefity of fincere repentance 
in order to their fecuring the 
divine forgivenefs. 

5 Struck with the appear- 
ance of fo iJluftrious a pro- 
phet, the whole country of 
Judea, andthe inhabitants of 
Jerusalem flocked into the 
wildernefs——and all thefe in- 
numcrable crowds were bap- 
tized by him inthe river Jor- 
dan, confeffing their paft 
crimes with genuine and un- 
feigned remorfe, and making 
the mott deliberate refoluuions 
to reform their lives. 

6 John affected oreat mor- 
tification and auttericy of man- 
ners — wearing a coarle car- 
ment made of camels hair, and 
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a girdle of leathcr—feeding 
on locufts, and the honey 
thathe met with in the woods 

7 This prophet made this 
moft folemn and public pro- 
clamation to all that vaft mul- 
titude that reforted to him— 
There is coming, faid he, 
and will {peedily appear a dl- 
vine perfonage of a character 
and dignity infinitely fupert- 
our to what I am_ invefted 
with, and for whom I am not 
worthy to ftoop to perform 
the meaneft office. } 

8 I have baptized you on- 
ly with water, but this divine 
mefienger will baptize and 
endue you with the gifts of 
the holy {pirit. 
g Waite John was 
thus employed in the duties 
of his miniftry, Jefus himfelf 
came among others from Na- 
zereth, and was baptized by 
him in Jordan. } 

10 But the moment he 
came out of the water, he 
Jaw the fky open, and the 
holy fpirit deicended upon 
him with the rapidity of a 
dove: } 

11 And at the fame time, 
thefe words were diftin@ly 
articulated from the clouds— 
Thou art my beloved fon, 
the object of my fondelt af- 
feétions ! }. 

§—12 Soow after this, Je- 
{us in a prophetic dream fan- 
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cied himfelf tranfported into 
a dreary wildernels : 

13 And in this horrid and 

folitary defart, he thought he 
lived among wild beatts, de- 
prived of food for forty days 
—during all which fpace, Sa- 
tan practiied every art to fe- 
duce him trom his duty — 
but at the expiration of this 
period, he thought, the an- 
gels came and gave him re- 
frefhment. 
§—-14 AFTER John’s im- 
priionment, Jefus travelled in- 
to Galilee, publifhing the joy- 
ful news that the kingdom of 
the Meffiah was goine to be 
erected, 

15 and making public pro- 
clamation, wherever he went, 
that the time fixed by the pro- 
phets was elapfed — that the 
grand revolution under the 
Mefiiah would very foon take 
place—folemnly admonifhing 
all to repent and amend their 
lives, and to credit the joyful 
news he then communicated. 
16 Warkino along 
the fhore of the lake of Ga- 
lilee, lie faw two brothers, 
Simon and Andrew, whowere 
fifhermen, and happened then 
co be cafting anetintothe Jake, 
17 Jeius calledto them and 
faid— Follow me, and I will 
inftruct you to catch a nobler 
prey—to draw men from the 
waves of fin and mifery. 

id imme- 
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18 Immediately upon this 
authoritative invitation they 
deferted all they had, and 
Joins themfelves to him. 

Advancing a little far- 
die on the beach he faw, in 
a fifhing veffel, two other bro- 
thers, James and John, the 
fons of Zebedee, diligently 
employed in repairing their 
nets. 

20 Thefe he alfo called, 
and invited to follow him-—— 
Upon which they likewile did 
not hefitate a moment, but 
left their father and the fer- 
vants, and became his com- 
panions. 

§—21 Witx thefe atten- 
dants he entered the city Ca- 
pernaum on the sabbath day, 
and going directly into a 
place of public worfhip, in- 
{truéted the people who weze 
there affembled. > 

22 And the whole audi- 
ence were aitonifhed at the 
fublimity of his doétrines— 
for he taught them, not in 
the trifling, carcleis, jejune 
manner of the Jewifh clergy, 
but like one who was invelt- 

ed with a divine commifion 
and authority. 

23 There was in that affem- 
bly a perfon, who was at times 
afflicted with madnefs, and a 
fit of diftra¢tion happening 
then to fcize him, 

24 he cried out—Let us 
alone, thou Jeius of Naza- 
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reth—-what concern haft thou 
with us—I know very well 
who thou art—thou art a di- 
vine prophet. 

25 Jefus then authorita- 
tively commanded the raging 
difeafe to quit him immedi. 
ately. 

26 Upon which, tho’ the 
man was now tn the midit of 
terrible convulfions, and was 
roaring ina wild and fright- 
ful manner, he was inftanta- 
neoufly reftored to his reafon 
and underftandine, 

27 Atthe fight of this ftu- 
pendous miracle they were all 
ftruck with the la{t aftonifh- 
ment, and faid one to ano- 
hee hat amazing power 
is here exerted! W hat divine 
inftructions hath he juft deli- 
vered! By what irrefiftible en- 
ereoy hath he removed the 
mott eb{tinate and 1aveterate 
difeafes ! 

28 His fame was accord- 
ingly foon celebrated in all 
the country around Galilee. 

§—29 Wen the public 
fervice was over; he went di- 
rectly into the houfe where 
Simon and Andrew hived, at- 
tended with James and John: 

30 Upon his entrance he 
was told, that Simon’s mo- 
ther in Jaw was confined to 
her bed by a violent fever: 

31 Upon this information 
he went into her room—-took 
her by the hand——railed her up 

a nice 
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and immediately every 
fymptom vanifhed—fhe got 
up in perfect health, and 
provided entertainment for 
them. 

32 In the evening when the 
fun was down, they brought 
to him great numbers of un- 
happy objects, diftreffed with 
a variety of dreadful difor- 
ders: 

33 So vaft was the multi- 
tude, that the whole city 
feemed to be collected around 
the houfe. 

34 All this variety of dif- 
eafes he cured inftantaneoully 
—reftored to the ule of their 
intellects many perfons la- 
bouring under madnefs, and 
fuffered not the diftracted to 
publifh his character by any 
wild and noify exclamations. 

§—35 THe next day he 
rofe a confiderable time be- 
fore the morning dawned, 
and privately withdrew into a 
folitary retreat, to offer up 
his devotions to God. 

36 As foon as his abfence 
was difcovered, Simon and 
his other attendants went in 
fearch of him. 

37 When they found him, 
they defired he would return 
~—— and told him that there 
were prodigious crowds ex- 
pecting him. 

38 He replied—The other 
neighbouring towns claim my 
regards-—{f muit impart to 
4. 
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them alfo the joyful news of 
the Meffiah’s kinedom—for 
I was fent to diffule inftruc- 
tion and happinels to all. 

39 Accordingly through- 
out the whole region of Ga- 
lilee he taught in all their reli- 
cious affemblies, and healed 
the moft inveterate difeafes. 

§——4o Amonc others, a 
perfon infected with leprofy, 
approached him with reve- 
rence, and proftrated himfelf 
at his feet, imploring him to 
commiferate his unhappy con- 
dition : 

4t Such a dreadful fpec- 
tacle affected Jefus with the 
tendereft {ympathy—extend- 
ing his hand, therefore, he 
faid, as he touched him — 
am willing to relieve thee—- 
be thy cure this moment 
compleated : 

42 He had no fooner pro- 
nounced the words, but the 
leprofy vanifhed and his flefh 
appeared in a found and per- 
fect {tate 

43 He then, having pe- 
remptorily charged him not 
to divulee it, immediately 
difmiffed him, 

44 and faid—acquaint no 
perion, on any account, with 
thy miraculous cure—but ¢o 
directly and prefent thyfeli to 
the prieft, in order that he 
may examine and pronounce 
thee healthy—and offer thole 
facrifices to God. which the 
law 
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law prefcribes upon this oc- 
cafion : 

45 But the man was fo 
tranfported with gratitude, 
that as foon as he was gone 
from his preience, he began 
to publifh every where the 
mivaculous cure that he had 
juft been blefled with—fo that 
the admiration of the public 
was fo univerfally excited that 
he could not appear in any of 
the cities in that region, but 
withdrew into folitary and 
unfrequented places, where 
great numbers reforted to him 
trom all parts. 
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1 COME time after, Jefus 

came again to Caper- 
naum—but it was no fooner 
reported that he was in a cer- 
tain family, 

2 than immediately a vaft 
concourfe of people gathered 
about the houfe, fo that the 
court before the door was 
quite full of people—to thete 
he delivered an inftructive 
difcourfe. 

3 While he was preaching 
to this crowded audience, a 
number of men defigned to 
brine to him an helpleis p2- 
ralytic, fupported by four 
perions : 


4 But when they found f 


thev could not come near him 
on account of the prodigious 
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crowds, they afcended the 
{tairs on the outfide of the 
houfe—took off tome of the 
tiles, in order to force open 
the trap door that was in the 
roof: and thro’ this door 
they let down with cords the 
couch, on which the mifer- 
able paralytic lay: 

5 Jefus, when he faw the 
unhappy creature defcend in 
this manner, con{cious of the 
faith which they repofed in 
his miraculous power, faid to 
him—Son, all the fins, which 
you have hitherto committed, 
are from this moment ex- 
punged. 

6 When fome of the Pha- 
nifees, who fat in the room 
where he was, heard thefe 
expreffions, their hearts fe- 
cretly fuggefted the following 
fentiments—— 

4» What horrid blafphemy 
hath this perfon juft uttered! 
—What impious profanenefs 
for him to arrogate a power, 
which belongs folely to God! 
—none but He can forgive 
fin. 

8 Jefus who perfectly knew 
the human mind, and every 
fentiment that paffed there, 
turned to them and faid — 
Why do you permit your 
hearts to indulge and dictate 
fiich invidious thoughts? | 

o For which is cafieft, I 
appeal 10 you, to forgive his 
fins, or by a word to make 

this 
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this miferable wretch, whom 
you fee enervated and fhak- 
ing with the palfy, to rile, to 
take up his couchon his fhoul- 
ders, and walk home. 

10 Iwill give you an evi- 
dent demonftration that the 
fon of man is endowed with 
power on earth to forgive fin 
—THHaving faid this he turned 
to the paralytic, 

11 and faid to him—Rife 
— take up thy couch — and 
walk home: 

12 That moment he found 
himfelf nerved with ftrength 
—he inftantly rofe up—threw 
his couch upon his fhoulders 
—and carried it through the 
crowd—fo that all who were 
{pectators of this fact were 
{truck with the laft aftonith- 
ment, and with devout gra- 
titude adored God, unani- 
moufly declaring — That no 
ave, or nation, ever faw fuch 
miraculous power difplayed ! 

§— 13 AFTER this he a- 
oain left the town, and went 
along the fhore of the lake, 
whither the multitude follow- 
ed him, to whom he deliver- 
ed important and ufeful in- 
itruction. 

14 Advancing farther, he 
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pafied by the collector’s of- 
tice, where he faw Matthew 
the fon of Alpheus fitting, 
whom he invited to follow 
bim—upon which he imme- 
diately left his employment, 
and joined the reft of his ar- 
tendants, 

15 This perfon invited Je- 
fus and his difciples to an en- 
tertainment, which he had 
provided at his houfe —at 
which there were many col- 
lectors and other perfons of 
immoral characters, who fat 
down with Jefus and his fe. 
lect companions. 

16 When the Scribes and 
Pharfees faw him eating with 
perfons of fuch profligate 
lives, they faid to his difciples 
—What induces your matter 
to affociate with men guilty 
of {uch notorjous and fcanda- 
lous immoralities ?. 

17 Jefus overhearing their 
difcourfe, replicd— As the 
healthy have no occafion for 
the phyfician, but medicine 
is Only of ufe to the indifpof- 
ed—fo my defign in coming 
into the world was not to in¢ 
vite the virtuous-—thefe are 
fuch already as I am defirous 
they fhould be — but to en- 


> 'Thefe collectors of tribute were univerfally detefted in all the Roman 
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gage profligate finners to re- 
pentance and amendment of 
life. 

——1$ Anout this time 
the difciples of John and of 
the Pharilees came to Jefus 
in a body and taid—Why do 
John and the Pharifees enure 
their diiciples to fuch fevere 
mortification and rigid aufte- 
rities—while you permit your 
difciples toindulee themlelves 
in fo tree and unreftrained a 
manner? 

19 Jelus replhed—Can the 
friends and companions of the 
bridegroom faft, and mace- 
rate their bodies, during the 
days of nuptial feftivity and 
joy—while the bridegroom 
is with them, it would be 
highly improper and prepol- 
terous to practile the ngours 
of abftinence, and to indulge 
the gloom of melancholy : 

20 The time, however, wil! 
foon come, when the bride- 
sroom fhall be violently torn 
from them——then fhall the 
days of their mourning and 
melancholy commence. 

21 But tor me to enjoin a 
number of fevere and painful 
obfervances upon my diici- 
ples, who have been educa- 
ted in the manner they have 
been, and but lately embrac- 
ed my caufe, would induce 
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them immediately to abandon 
and defert me, and would be 
a conduct as imprudent and 
abiurd as for a man to join a 
large piece ot ftrong new 
cloath to an old and obfolete 
garment which would only 
contribute to make it tear the 
worle: 

22 Or, for me to impofe a 
courfe of rigid aufterities up- 
on my difciples, would be as 
incongruous and fatal, as for 
a man to put new wine into 
old fkins 4, by the fermen- 
tation of which the fkins 
would be burft and the liquor 
fpilt—and as men, that they 
may incur no detriment, pru- 
dently put new wince into new 
fkins : fo the fame difcreet 
treatinent is requifite to pre- 
ferve my difciples inviolably 
fteady and attached to me. 

§—23 Ir happened about 
this time,thatas Jefus waswalk- 
ing through fome corn fields, 
his difciples plucked fome of 
the ears as they paffed along, 

24 Lhe Pharifees, who were 
prefent, conceived violent in- 
dignation at their conduét, 
and faid to Jelus—Do you not 
oblerve the behaviour of your 
difciplese—Why do you fuffer 
them thus to violate the fa- 
cred duties of the fabbath ? 

25 To thele remontftrances 
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Jefus aniwered — Have you 
forgot what David did on a 
fimilar occafion, when he and 
his attendants felt the keen 
fenfations of hunger ? 

26 Do you not remem- 
ber, that in Abiathar the 
prieft’s time he went into the 
houfe of God, and refrefhed 
himfelf and his men with the 
facred bread, which it is high- 
ly imptous forany, but prietts, 
to tafte. 

27 The fabbath, he told 
them, was defigned to fub- 
ferve the interefts and happi- 
nefs of man—and not man in 
cafes of urgent neceffity to be 
mifcrable rather than violate 
If. 

28 He added moreover— 
that che fon of man was em- 
powered to fuperfede that fe- 
verity and rigour in the obfer- 
vation of the fabbath, which 
theirfuperftition had impofed, 
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1 HERE was in that 
religious affembly, 

into which he entered, a man 

who had a witheréd hand. 

2 This incident foon ex- 
cited all the attention of the 
Pharilees as it was the fab- 
bath day — flattering them- 
ielves that if he fhould cure 
this perfon, ic would afford 
them ample foundatien for 
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their calumnies and afperfi- 
ons. 
3 When Jefus faw this un- 
happy fpectacle, he bad him 
ftand up in the midit of the 
congregation. 

4 He turned then to the 
Pharilees and faid—Whether 
is it lawful on the fabbath day 
to perform actions of bene- 
volence, or of malevolence— 
to fave or to deftroy life? — 
They kept a fullen filence. 

5 Jefus locking round a- 
bout, and filled with indig- 
nation and grief at the deter- 
mined malice and incorrigible 
obft.nacy that lurked in their 
hearts, {aid to the man—Ex- 
tend thy hand—ne extended 
it—and it was inftantly reftor- 
ed to as perfect a ftate as the 
other. 

6 The Pharifees then quit- 
ted the place—and immiedt- 
ately formed a confederacy 
with the Herodians to murder 
him. 

7 Jelus, knowing their 
{anguinary intentions, pri- 
vately withdrew with his dit- 
ciples to the lake—whither 
there reforted prodigious mul- 
titudes of people from all 
parts of Judea, particularly 
trom Galilee, 

8 from Jerufalem, from 
Idumea, and trom the coun- 
tries that lay beyond Jordan. 
Vaft crowds came cven as far 
I as 
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as from the furrounds of Tyre 
and Siden, attraéted by the 
fame of his miracles, which 
had penetrated into thofe re- 
mote parts. 

g Jefus was fo incommod- 
ed by the tumultuous conflu- 
ence of this innumerable mul- 
titude, that he was obliged 
to order his difciples to get a 
boat ready. 

10 For thofe who laboured 
under any maladies were fo 
impatient to have them re- 
moved, and preffled with tuch 
violence to touch him, that 
he was in danger of being O- 
verwhelmed and beat down 
by their impetuofity. 

tr Of thele he cured vaft 
numbers—Butthofe who were 
afflicted with madnefs no foon- 
er faw him, “but they -cred 
outin wild diftraction—TDhou 
art the fon of God! 

12 Burt thefe public pro- 
fefions Jelus induftrioutly 
jupprefiedand filenced, know- 
ine the pernicious conle- 
quences that would immedi- 
ately arile from his approving, 
and affuming fuch a artle. 

§—13 Axour this time he 
afcended an hill, and feleéted 
from among the crowd twelve 
perfons, whofe difpofitions 
he was perfectly acquainted 
with —- who, according as 
they were nominated, went 
Upto: Mal, 
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his infeparable companions, 
and the conftant witnefies of 
his aétions, and to publifh the 
joyful news of the fpeedy e- 
rection of the Meffiah’s king- 
dom. 

15 To thefe he defigned 
to impart miraculous powers, 
and toenable to cure the moft 
{tubborn and inveterate dif- 
eales. 

16 Their names were Si- 
mon, whom he afterwards 
called: Peter: 

17 James and John the 
fons of Zebedee, whom he 
diftineutfhed by the name of 
Boanerges, which figniftes, 
the fons of thunder: 

18 Andrew, Philp, Bar- 
tholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 
and another James, the fon of 
Alpheus, Thaddeus, Simon 
the Zealot, 

1g and Judas Ifcariot, who 
afterwards in fo perfidious a 
manner betrayed hin—Thefe 
twelve foon after accompa- 
nied him to a certain family. 

20 But they were no fooner 
entered, than they were fur- 
rounded with juch a tumul- 
tuous concourte of people, as 
rendered itimpofMible for them 
to get any refrefhment. 

21 His friends who were 
in the houfe hearing the con- 
tufed clamour, and fecing the 
cumult and vehemence that 
was ufed on this occafion to 

cain accefs to him, could not 
torbear 


Chap. i. 
forbear declaring that they 
thought the mab was ieized 
with diftraction and maduelis, 
and went out to reftrain 4 and 
pacify them. 

§—22 Tse Scribes and 
Pharifees, who were come 
down from Jerulalem, being 
witnefles of the miraculous 
cures which he wrought at 
tnis time, faid——No wonder 
that he performs fuch feats, 
for he is a confederate with 
Beelzebub, the fupreme fo- 
vereion of the daemons. 

23 Jefus immediately ad- 
dreffed himfelf to them and 
expoled the ablurdity of their 
reafoning, in the following 
manner—~— Is it reafonable to 
think that Satan would com- 
bine with any perfon to leffen 
his own power, and deftroy 
his own interefts ? 

24 If any kingdom is torn 
by inteftine factions and di- 
vifions, it cannot be of any 
long duration. 

25 Or if internal difcord 
and animofities are tomented 
in any family, it is impoifible 
for that family to continue 
for any confiderable time in 
a flourifhing condition. 

26 By a parity of reafon 
therefore it follows, that to 
fuppofe me to be in a confe- 
deracy with Satan, is to fup- 
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pofe that Satan would kindle 
an inturrection in his own em- 
pire, and voluntarily contri- 
bute to its ruin and diffolu- 
tion. 

27 You ought rather to con- 
clude, that I am poffefled of 
power greatly {uperiour to that 
of this infernal prince—fince 
no one would dare forcibly to 
enter the houle of a ftrong 
min and plunder it, unlefs 
he knew himlelf to be endu- 
ed with ftreneth that would 
enable him to bind and con- 
fine him, while he pillaged 
It. 

28 I folemnly affure you, 
the moft atrocious crimes that 
men fhall perpetrate, and the 
moit opprobrious calumnies 
that they fhall utter, fhall be 
forgiven them upon fincere 
and unteiened repentance: 

2G But he who fhall wil- 
fully infule and fatyrize the 
miraculous operations of God, 
by afcribing them to the a- 
gency of demons, refifts the 
oreateft evidence that the wil- 
dom of God hath thought 
proper to exhibit before men, 
and is confequently preclud- 
edfrom the divine forgivenels, 
and will finally incur everlaft- 
ing deftruction. 

30 This he faid, becaufe 
they imputed his miracle 
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to a confederacy with Beelze- 
bub. 

§—31 Asrovur this time 
his mother and his brothers 
came tothe place where he 
was, but being prevented by 
the furroundine multitude 
trom approaching him, defir- 
ed that they would inform 
him of their arrival. 

32 Some ofthe people, there- 
fore, acquainted him that his 
snother and his brothers were 
{tanding on the outfide of 
the crowd and wanted to Ipeak 
to him. 

33 When he heard this, 
he rephied—Who is my mo- 
ther’ Who are my brothers ? 

34 Then looking upon the 
circle of his difeiples, who 
were fitting around him, with 
pathetic tendernefs, he {aid 
See here is my mother ! 
see here are iny brothers! 

35 For whoioever tincerely 
and conftantly obeys the will 
of God, is united to me in 
the ftrongeft bonds of the 
moft endearing affection. 
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I IX removed again to 

the fide of the lake, 
where fuch an immente mul- 
uitude of peonle collected 
round him, that he found it 
neceffary to eo aboard a vef- 
fel, and fromthe deck to de- 
liver his difcourfes to the crowd 
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as they ftood on the rifing 
beach. 

2 Judginé it proper to 
convey his public initructi- 
ons in the vehicle of fiction, 
he now addreffed to them the 
following fable. 

3 An hufbandman went 
to tow his grounds : 

4 And {catterine the feed 
promifcuoufly in every direc- 
tion, fome chanced to light 
upon the hard beaten patn, 
which the feathered tribes 
collecting in great flocks, and 
impelled by hunger, in{tant- 
ly picked up: 

5 Some fell upon rocks 
that were juft covered with a 
thin flight furface of foil — 
which immediately fhot up, 
as there was no depth of 
mould, into which it might 
be admitted: 

6 But no fooner was the 
fun rifen and beeun to affail 
it with 1¢s fcorching beams, 
but being detftitute ‘of roots, 
it dwindled and died: 

7 Some fell among weeds 
— which fhooting their rank 
luxuriant tops over it, choak- 
edvand ialled-1e° 

8 Others fell upon good 
foil —in whole genial bolom 
being foitered and nourifhed, 
it bleffed the hufbandman 
with a rich and copious har- 
veil. 

g He concluded this apo- 
logue with faying—Let every 

one, 
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one, who is endowed withthe 
powers of reafon and under- 
itanding, employ them in the 
diligent ftudy of truth and 
virtue. 

§—10 Wuewn he had re- 
cited this fable, his dilciples, 
who ftood round him, de- 
fired him in private to favour 
them with the explication of 
It. 

11 Herephed—Your vir- 
tuous and docile difpoftions 
entitle you to an unreferved 
acquaintance with the pecu- 
liar truths and difcoveries of 
the gofpel difpenfation—but 
with regard tothe mixed mul- 
titude, who are ftanding on 
the fhore, their prejudices 
make it neceffary tor me to 
throw over naked truth the 
veil of fiction. 

12 For the moral difpofi- 
tions of the prefent age are 
exactly thofe defcribed by 
Efaiah in the following paf- 
fage— ‘* They fee the moft 
fienal proofs of divine power, 
yet are not convinced—they 
hear reports of the moft illut- 
trious miracles, but give them 
no credit—and fuffer not the 
mott ftriking evidence to af- 
fet them in fuch a manner 
as tO make tnem reform their 
vices and quality them for 
the divine forgivenefs.” 

13, He then faid to them 
—I!f you are not able to find 
out the meaning of this eaty 
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and perfpicuous fimilitude, 
how much lefs will you be 
able to underitand others more 
obfcure and intricate ? 

14 He then gave them the 
following explanation——By 
the fower is denoted the fon of 
man~——by the feed his doc- 
ne 

15 By the hard beaten 
path are reprefented thofe, on 
whom the truths and doc- 
trines of the gofpel are able 
to make no la{ting imprefli- 
ons, and who yield up their 
principles an ealy prey to the 
firft adverfary, who attacks 
them : 

16 By the rocks flightly 
covered with foil are intended 
thole, who are immediately 
ftruck with the evidence of 
chriftianity as foon as propof- 
ed to them, and embrace it 
with eager tranfport— 

17—but having no native 
coodnels of heart, into which 
Its principles may.ftrike root, 
their convictions prove tem- 
porary and tranfient—for no 
fooner does any perfecution 
affail them for their religion, 
but they immediately re- 
nounce it with contempt: 

18 The feed that fell a- 
mong weeds indicates thole, 
who efpoute the doctrine of 
the gofpel, 

1g but worldly anxiety, 
the infatiable luft of gold, and 
a raging habitual paffion for 
3 fenfual 
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fenfual gratifications, by their 
baleful influence choak the 
principles of virtue, intercept 
all nourifhment from it, and 
kill it before it hath piainied to 
its maturity : 

20 The good and gener- 
ous {oil correfponds to the 
genuine probity and native 
honefty of thefe who impar- 
tially examine the evidences 
of the gofpel, have their minds 
open to conviction, fuffer its 
truths to influence their con- 
duét, and bring forth the 
fants of righteouinefs accord- 
ing to their refpeCtive abilities 
and diferent opportunities. 

21 He moreover faid to 
them The knowledee, 
which I impart to you in pri- 
vate, you are freely to com- 
municate to others—for men 
de not hight a lamp with a 
defion to fhut it up in a vel- 
fel, but to fet itin fome con- 
{picuous place to fhed its ufe- 
ful beams around. 

22 Let the facred truths, 
therefore, in which I inftruct 
you in private, be publickly 
divulged to the world, and 
Jet mankind profit from thofe 
ufeful leffons, which have 
been dictated to you in {e- 
crefy and folitude. 


* Seminis modo fpargenda funt, quod quamvis 
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23 And be careful to at- 

tend with diligence to the 

doctrines I deliver to you. 

24 For let me affure you, 
that your own {tock of know- 
ledge and happinefs fhall be 
augmented in proportion to 
your generous defire and pro- 
penfity to communicate in- 
ftruction toothers. 

25 For he, who hath by af- 
fiduous culture already gain- 
ed any meatures of knowledge, 
fhall receive a greatcr and no- 
bler acceffion to his prefent 
fund—but he who iuffers his 
mind to ruft in floth and in- 
dolence, will in time forfeit 
thole very improvements that 
he may have already made. 

§—26 Ein afterwards de- 
livered the following parable 
to the affembled multitude 
— ‘Pre gofpel diipenfation 
may be compared to an huf 


bandman, who tows his 
eround., 
27 ‘The {eed committed to 


the joi “after a: few Anecel- 
fions of day and night, im- 
perceptibly vegetates—peeps 
above the furtace — {prings 
higher and hicher '. 

28 For the earth’s genial 
bofom ifpontaneoufly  pro- 
duces, fiz the verdant blade 


sche exiguum, cum oc- 


cupavit idoneum locum, vires fuas explicat et ex minimo in maximos 


2uctus difunditur. 


Senecx apera, Epift. 38. p. 295. Ed. Amft. 


they 


Chap. iv. 
-—then the ear—afterwards 
the {welling grain, gradually 
filling the ear. 

29 When the harveft ap- 
proaches, and it is arrived at 
its maturity, it is reaped and 
colleéted into the barn. 

§—30 By what fimilitude, 
faid he again, fhall [I repre- 
fent the goipel diipenfation ? 

31 It may be fiily compar- 
ed to a fingle grain of muf- 
tard feed, which is one of the 
{mallett feeds that any plant 
produceth : 

32 but when committed 
to the sround, it becomes 
the talleft of the vegetable 
tribe—tor it fhoots up a tali 
and ftately {tem ——throws 
out large Juxuriant branches, 
cloathed with a foliage thick 
and ample enough to afford 
fhade and theiter to the fowls 
of heaven. 

33 Many fuch fables as 
thei¢ he recited to the multi- 
tude, from a tendernefs to 
their prepoffeffions and weak- 
nefies, which would not have 
permitted them, all at once, 
to receive plain and undil- 
euiled truths. 

34 From a conicioutneis, 
therefore, of the tempers and 
difpofitions of his audience, 
he conftantly conveyed his 
public inftructions in the ve- 
hicle or fiétion — but after- 
wards in private he gave the 
explication go his diiciples, 
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§—35 In the evening he 
ordered his difciples to row 
to the other fide of the lake. 

36 Havinedilmitled, there- 
fore, the multitude, they fer- 
ried him in the boat, out of 
which he had lately been de- 
livering his difcourfes, in 
company with fome other 
boats. 

37 But in their paflage it 
fuddenly blew a dreadful 
ttorm, which beat the biliows 
into the boat, fo that it was 
almoft filled with water. 

38 In this imminent dan- 
ger he was at the ftern, funk 
In profound fleep—His difci- 
ples, alarmed for their fafety, 
immediately waked him and 
faid-——~ivlatter! can you be fo 
unconcerned when we are this 
moment all going to be fwal- 
lowed up in the deep! 

39 Fie rofe, and with an 
authoritative voice faid to the 
winds —be ftill—and to the 
waves——ceale your roaring— 
The words were no fooner 
uttered, than not the leaft 
whilper of air was heard, and 
the jurface of the lake became 
{mooth as olafs. 

40 Hie then faid to his dif 
ciples — Why do you fuffer 
yourteives to be overcome 
with fuch vain terrours—after 
{fo many proofs as [have given 
youof miraculous power, why 
do you itil diftruft it? 

41 All who were witnete 
I 4 of 


I20 


of fo amazing a fpectacle were 
{truck with awful reverence 
and horrour, and faid one to 
another —- What aftonifhing 
power is here dilplay ed! What 
divine perfonage is this, whofe 
jovereion mandate conticul: 
the ftormy winds and tempef- 
tuous fea! 
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HEY crofed the lake 
and Janded in the 
country of the Gadarencs. 

2 But he had no fooner 
quittedthe vefiel, than he faw 
a dzemontiac rufhing trom the 
tombs, and furioufly running 
to meet him. 

3 This mitcrable object 
lived and ranged among the 
gloomy fepuichres of the ‘dead 
——for in his Rts of diftraction 
his tury and ftrength were fo 
violent, that no art or force 
couid bind him. 

4 For there had been fre- 
quent attempts made to con- 
fine him in ftrong chains and 
fciters, DUP Nhe always burft 
jiis irons, and tore his bonds 
afunder—fo that his fury and 
citraction baffled atl human 
powcr to reffrain and fubdue 
iC. 

ioe Day and night was he 
conitantly wandering on the 
mountains, or roving among 
the nonuments—roaring— 
foaming —~and mangling “his 
body with ftones, 
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6 This man being at a 
confiderable diftance from 
Jefus, no fooner de{cried him, 
but he run with the utmoft 
precipitation to him, and pro- 
{trated himfelf at his feer. 

He then cricd with a 
loud and horrible vociferation 
—O fefus, thou fon of the 
{upreme God!— what bufi- 
nefs haft thou with me—I bee 
and conjure thee for God's 
fake that thou wouldeft not 
torment me. 

8 He entreated thus iin- 


portunately, becauie Jefus 
commanded the dxmon to 
quit him. 


g Jefus afked the man his 
name—My name, faid he, is 
Legion—tor a legion of dx- 
mons 1s within me! 

10 The wretch then began 
In a frantic ftrain to expoitu- 
late, and to implore in the 
moit pathetic terms, that he 
would not eject his daemons 
beyond the precinéts of that 
country. 

yi It happened that there 
was a very large herd of {wine 
feeding about the netehbour- 
ing mountains. 

12 The madman, utterine 
Juch wild extravagant things, 
as perfons difordered in ee 
intelleéts do, defired chat the 
dgmons, which were in him, 
might enter into the {wine. 

12 Jejus accordingly fur- 
fered the iwine te be feized 

with 
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with madnefs—and inftantly 
the whole herd confifting of 
about two thoufand, rufhed 
forward in wild confufion— 
hurried violently downa fteep 
precipice—and perifhedin the 
waves. 

14 The keepers, who were 
witnefles of this {cene, fled 
immediately with the greateit 
precipitation, andalarmed the 
city and country with the a- 
mazing fight they had feen, 
and with the dreadful lofs they 
had fuftained Upon this, 
vaft numbers flocked to the 
place to convince themfelves 
of the truth of this ftrange 
relation. 

_ 15 This great concourfe 
of people, when they faw the 
madman, whole frantic fury 
had fo frequently baffled all 
their art and ftrength, fitting 
calmly, and talking rational- 
ly, they were ftruck with the 
la{t aftonifhment and terrour. 

16 For thofe, who had 
been fpectators ot every thing 
that paffed upon this occafion, 
had recounted to them every 
minute particular concerning 


» : - oD, 
the dzmoniac and the lofs of 


the herd. 

17 The people of that re- 
gion forming terrible appre- 
henfions of the power of Je- 
fus from what they faw and 
heard, unanimoufly implored 
him to remove cut of their 
country. 
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18 Upon their requeft he 


returned to the veilel — in- 
to which the madman beg- 
ged he would admit him, and 
Importunately defired he 
might go alone with him. 

19 But Jefus dilmified him 
and jaid———-Go to thy relati- 
onsand countrymen, and free- 
ly report the miraculous mer- 
cy which God hath fhowed 
thee. 

20 Accordingly he depart- 
ed and publifhed in ali the 
recion of Decapclis what di- 
vine power Jefus had exerted 
in his recovery—and all who 
knew his former condition 
now furveyed him with afto- 
nifhment. 

§—21 Repassine the lake 
upon his arrival on the oppo- 
fite fhore, a prodigious mul- 
titude foon collected round 
him. 

22 Among others came a 
very eminent perfonage called 
Jairus, the principal ruler of 
the fynagocue; who approach- 
ed Jeius, and with the ereat- 
eft humility and reverence 
proftrated himitclf at his feet 





23 telling him in a flood of 
paternal erief and tencdernefs, 
that he had left his daughter 
in the agonies of death—but 
was periuaded, thacifhe would 
condeicend only to lay his 
hands upon her, fhe would 
be reftored to iife. 

24 Jefus 
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24. Jefus did not hefitate a 
moment, but went away 1m- 
mediately with him — incir- 
cled and crowded by an im- 
menfe multitude, who eager- 
ly preffed to jee him exert 
his miraculous power. 

25 But in his way to the 
ruler’s houfe, a woman, who 
had for twelve years been 
greatly afflicted with a flux of 
blood, 

26 who had applied to fe- 
veral phyficians without any 
fuccefs, and had fpent all her 
fortune in making trial of va- 
rious remedies, which were Jo 
far from being of any benefit 
to her, that they only agera- 
vated her diforder, 

27 having heard of the 
fame of Jelus, which was 
celebrated every where, mix- 
ed with the crowd, and, 
coming foftly and impercep- 
tibly behind him, juft touch- 
ed the hem of his garment. 

28 For fhe flattered herfelf, 
that if fhe could but attain the 
happinefs of the flighteft 


touch, fhe fhould receive a} 


miraculous cure. 

29 That moment the blood 
ceafed to flow, and fhe in- 
ftantly felt, by the moft 
gratetul and happy Jen{ations, 
that her difeafe was no more. 

30 But Jefus immediately 
con{cious of the falutary pow- 
er that had thus been educed 
from him, turned fuddenly 
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round, and afked who the 
perfon was, that had juift 
touched him. 

3t The difciples anfwered 
— How is it pofiible but this 
fhould happen, when the 
crowd is preffing in fo tumul- 
tuous 2 manner round you? 

32 Jefus then looked a- 
bout to difecover the perion. 

33 The woman, knowing 
that fhe was the objeét of his 
enquiries, came terrified and 
trembling—and falling down 
at his feet related every cir- 
cumftance. 

34 Ele faid to her—Dauzh- 
ter, your confidence in my 
power hath effected your cure 
—~Go, and affure yourfelf chat 
your diforder will never re- 
turn. 

35 While he was {peaking 
thele words, a meficnger was 
difpatched to the ruler to in- 
form him, that his daughter 
had breathed her laft, and 
that the prophet need not now 
trouble himielf to come down 
to the houfe 

36 Jefus hearing this mef- 
fave delivered, faid to the ru- 
ler—Let not this melancholy 
news throw you into immo- 
derate grief and de!pair—only 
repele a firm truft and con- 
fidence in my power. 

37 He then difmifled the 
crowd, and juffered none to 
accompany him, but Peter, 
James and John. 

38 When 
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38 When he entered into 
the ruler’s houfe, he found a 
difmal fcene of grief and dif- 
trefs—fome weeping and o- 
thers finging, according to 
cuftom, melancholy funeral 
odes, 

39 When he came into the 
room he iaid to them—Why 


cefies of forrow and mourn- 
ing? —the young lady is not 
dead — fhe is only funk into 
a profound fleep. 

40 For thefe words, the 
mourners could not forbear 
expreffing by their looks, the 
contemptible opinion they had 
of himas a prophet—But Je- 
{us immediately ordered them 
all to quit the room, and tak- 
ing with him the young lady’s 
parents, anda his companions, 
he went into the apartment 
where the corpfe lay. 

41 Fleapproachedit—took 
hold of her hand — and faid, 
Talitha kum:— which trant- 
lated fienifies, young lady 
rife ! 

42 The young lady who 
was about twelve years of 
age, that moment got up, 
and walked in health and vi- 
gour about the room, to the 
inexpredible aftonifhment of 
every {pectator. 

43 Jefus then, to convince 
them that fhe was reftored to 
perfect health, ordered them 
to bring her fome victuala— 
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but ftrictly charged her pa- 


rents not todivulee this mi- 
racle. 
CH PB. Ni. 


I EON hence Jefus jour- 
neyed, attended by his 


- difciples, to Nazareth, the 
place of his education. 
do you indulce all thefe ex- | 


2 And on the fabbath day 


‘he went into the place of re- 


ligious worfhip, and publick- 


ly inftructed the people—Art 


this conduct many of the au- 
dience expreffed their amaze- 
ment, faying — How comes 
this man to arrogate to himfelf 
fuch an authority ? Whence 
did he derive his fuperiour 
wifdom? How was he firft 
endowed with thofe miracu- 
lous powers, which he now 
exerciles ? 

3 Is not this the ignoble 
perfon who lately was a car- 
penter here? We all know 
his mother Mary, and _ his 
brothers, James, Jofes, Jude 
and Simon—his fifters too are 
all fettled among us—T heob- 
fcurity, therefore, of his birth, 
and the meannefs of his family, 
filled them with difdain and 
contempt of him. 

4. Jelus upon their rejecti- 
on of his doctrines, obferved, 
That a prophet is never fo 
likely to meet with difrefpeét, 
as In the place of his nativity, 
among his relations and for- 
mer acquaintance, 

5 The 
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5 The violence of the pre- 
judices and difeuft they had 
conceived againft him, pre- 
cluded his general ufefulnefs 
among them—he only cured 
afew fick perfons, whole good 
difpofitions rendered them 
the objeéts of his compaffion. 

6 Jetus, exprefiing his afto- 
nifhment at the incredulity 
and perverfenefs of his coun- 
trymen, leftthem, and preach- 
ed in the feveral neighbour- 
ine villages around. 

§—7 AFTER this, he con- 
vened the twelve difciples in 
a body bejore him, and fo- 
feminly endowed them with 
miraculous powers; intend- 
ine to fend them out, two and 
two together, into the towns 
of Judea, to publifh the {pee- 
dy commencement of the gof- 
pel difpenfation. 

& Before he difmiffed them, 
he inftruéted them to make 
no provifion for their journey 
—to take neither bread, nor 
money, but only a ftaff to 
{upport their fteps : 

9 and to furnifh them- 
felves folely with common 
neceffaries—with cloaths and 
fandais—dicardine all folict- 
tous cancerns with regard to 
futurity. 

1O He added) in whatever 
family you refide, fhow your- 
Jelves contented with the ac- 
commodations you meet with, 
and remove not to any other, 
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all the time you ftay in the 
place. 

11 And whatever towns 
refufe to give you and your 
doctrines a favourable recep- 
tion, when you depart, raife 
up the duft under your feet 
upon them, for a public 
teflimony of their impent- 
tence and guilt—Affure your- 
felves that the punifhment 
which fhall be inflicted in the 
folemn day of future retribu- 
tion upon Sedem and Gomorra, 
will be lefs dreadful and fe- 
vere than that in which fuch 
an incorrigible town fhall then 
be involved. 

12 Having received this 
commiffion they departed, 
and publicly proclaimed eve- 
ry where the indifpenfable 
neceffity of repentance and 
reformation of life. 

13 The moft ftubborn and 
inveterate difeafes they expel- 
led, anointed the induipoted 
with oil, and muiraculoufly 
heated them. 

§—4 Tue fame of thofe 
ftupendous miracles, which 
Jefus performed, being uni- 
verially celebrated, rcached 
the throne of Herod, and 
threw this monarch into the 
moft violent perturbation— 

Vhen they recounted to him 
the feveral aftonifhing parti- 
culars, he faid—TVhis perfon 
can be no other than John 
the Baptift, whom divine pro- 

vidence 
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vidence hath reftored to life, 
and endowed with thefe a- 
mazing powers. 

15 For tho’ at that time 
there was a great variety of 
opinions: concerning the per- 
fon of Jefus—fome afferting 
that he was Elias—fome a di- 
vine mefiencer, who never 
exifted before——and others 
one of the antient prophets, 
whom God had now raifed 
from the dead: 

16 yet amidit this diverfity 
of fentiments, Herod main- 
tained that he could be no 
other than the Baptift, whom 
he had beheaded. 

17 For Herod had fome 
time before apprehended John 
and confined him in prifon, 
at the inftigation of Herodias 
his brother Philip’s lady, by 
whofe charms he had been 
captivated, and whom he 
publickly married. 

18 For John had tftrongly re- 
monftrated againft this match, 
and had the undaunted free- 
dom and hardinefs to tell the 
king That for him to e- 
{poufe his brother’s wife would 
be a conduét to the laft de- 
cree unjuftifiable and crimi- 
nal, 

19 For thefe honeft remon- 
itrances Flerodias was impla- 
cably exafperated againft him 
and thirfted for his blood— 
but was not able to glut her 
revenge: 
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20 for Fierod had a great 
veneration for John’s charac- 
ter, knowing him to be aman 
of moft exemplary virtue and 
fanctity of manners— whoie 
counfels he regarded, whofe 
difcourfes he always heard 
with pleafure ; and by whofe 
advice he had done many ufe- 
ful and beneficent actions. 

21 It happened, while John 
was under confinement, that 
Herod celebrated his birth 
day with great pomp and 
magnificence, and invited to 
a grand entertainment the no- 
bles of his court, the officers 
of his armies, and all perfons 
of diftinction in Galilee, 

22 In the midtft of this es 
neral feftivity and joy, the 
daughter of Herodias was in- 
troduced, and danced with 
fuch bewitching elegance and 
grace, as gave univerial faris- 
faction and pleafure to the 
company But Herod was 
fo tranfported that he publicly 
faid to her, Afk of me what- 
ever favour you pleafe, and 
I wili inftantly grant it. 

23 He even ratified his af- 
fertion by a folemn oath, a- 
gain repeating——IJt you foli- 
cit for half of my dominions, 
you fhall not be repulted. 

24. The young lady imme- 
diately ran to her mother, 
and confulted her what boon 


fhe fhould crave—-A{k for the 
| eevee. 
Peak 
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her mother, in raptures. 

25 Accordingly fhe went 
back directly to Herod and 
faid——The favour I implore 
from your Majefty is this— 
give me on a difh the head of 
the Baptitt. 

26 A requelt fo unexpect- 
ed filled the monarch with 
cutting remorfe and com- 
punction for his rafhnefs — 
but rather than violate his 
oath and the refpect due to 
the company, he chote to 
evratify her. 

27 Calling, therefore, one 
of his life- ouards he ordered 
him immediately to bring in- 
to the room the Baptift’s head. 

28 He went—cxecuted his 
commands—broughthis head 
ona large dith, {wimming in 
blood—eave it to the young 
fadv, who carried it as a moft 
eeceptable prefent to her mo- 
ther. 

29 When John’s difciples 
heard of their mafter’s fate, 
they went to the prifon, and 
taking up his corpfe, honoured 
it with the due rites of fepul- 
ture. 

§—30 Tre difciples were 
now returned from the teveral 
excurfions they had made to 
preach the gofpel, and col- 
iccting to Jelus informed him 
of the muracles they had 
wrought, and the inftructions 
they had delivered. 
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31 He faid to them—Let 


{us privately withdraw into 


fome unfrequented folitude, 
where you may reft feme time 
after the fatigues you have 
fuftained — For in the place, 
where they now were, they 
were furrounded and fo great- 
ly incommoded by an im- 
menfe multitude, that they 
had not an opportunity even 
to take refrefhment. 

32 They took boat, there- 
fore, defigning fecretly to re- 
tire into a folitary place. 

33 But they did not fteal 
away unperceived by the mul- 
titude—for they remarked the 
fequeftred receis, into which 
he intended to withdraw, and 
ran thither by land from all 
the towns and villages around, 
and collected together in that 
place. 

34 When Jefus landed and 
furveyed fuch a vaft concourfe 
of people eagerly waiting for 
him, he was afteéted with the 
tendereft pity and commifera- 
tion for their unhappy condi- 
tion—being fuffered for want 
of ufeful inttruction to wan- 
der in ignorance and errour, 
like fheep upon the moun- 
tains —he, therefore, began 
to inftruct them in many mo- 
mentousand importanttruths. 

35 Wherhe had continued 
his inftructions ’all the day 
was far declined, the difciples 
came to him and reminded 

hin, 
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him, that the place, where 
they were, was an uninhabit- 
ed defart, and the evening 
confiderably advanced. 

36 They defired him, there- 
fore, to difmifs the multitude, 
that they might have time to 
reach the neighbouring vil- 
Jages and procure themfelves 
refrefhment. 

37 Jelus replheed— Do you 
provide refrefhment for them 
here— They faid —- Would 
you have us expend two hun- 
dred denarii, and accommo- 
date them with provifiens? 

38 He afked them what 
provifions they already had 
among{t them — They went 
and examined and told him, 
that their whole prefent ftock 
confifted only of five loaves 
and two little fifhes. 

39 He then ordered his 
difcipies to defire the multi- 
tude to digeft themielves into 
regular companies, and to fit 
down on the verdant turf, 

40 Accordingly they placed 
themfelves in long uniform 
rows and in feveral companies, 
confifting fome of an hun- 
dred, fome of fifty perfons. 

41 He then took the five 
loaves and the two fifhes, look- 
ed up to heaven, and in a fo- 
Jemn manner blefled God — 
after this, breaking the bread, 
he gaveit to his difciples and 
bid them diftribute it among 
the multitude in the fame 
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manner he difpenfed the two 
fithes. 

42 Thefe he miraculoufly 
multiplied, fo that the whole 
vaft multitude all partook of 
a plentiful entertainment: 

43 fo plentiful, that after 
they were all fatisfed, they 
collected fracments of the 
loaves and fifhes that filled 
twelve bafkets. 

44 The number of thofe, 
who were thus miraculoufly 
entertained, confi{ted of about 
five thoufand perfons. 

§—45 ImmMeEpiaTELy after 
this, Jeius ordered his difci- 
ples to take boat and crofs 
over the lake to Bethfaida, 
while he difmiffed the multi- 
tude. 

46 When he had difperfed 
them, he retired to the fum- 
mit of a mountain to offer 
his devotions to God. 

47 Whue he was here em- 
pioyed in thefe pious offices, 
the nicht advanced, and the 
veifel was condicting in the 
nudft of the lake, with con- 
trary winds. 

48 Jefus, fromthe fhore per- 
ceived the boat toffed with the 
waves, and the great difficulty 
they had in ftrugeling with 
the tempeft——and towards 
morning advanced towards 
them, walking on the furface 
cf the billows, and feemed 
as if he intended to pafs by 
them, 


49 They 
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4g They feeing an human 
form gliding with fulpended 
fteps over the furface of the 
deep, bel:eved it was an ap- 
parition, and were chilled 
with horrour. 

50 For all who were in the 
boat faw him and were truck 
with extreme terrour—Jefus 
then called to them, told 
them his name, and bid them 
difpel their fears. 

51 He then went to them 
on board—but the moment 
he was in the vefiel, the lake 
became {mooth, and the loud 
ftorm was hufhed—a fpe&a- 
cle, that filled them with ex- 
ceffive aftonifhment and ad- 
piration. 

52 For tho’ they had fo 
lately feen the miraculous 
multiplication of the loaves, 
their grois underitandings 
had not yet taught them to 
form worthy and adequate 
conceptions ot his divine pow- 
er, 

53 When they had croffed 
the Jake, they landed in the 
country of Genefaret. 

54 Butno fooner were they 
difembarked, but the inhabi- 
tants of that region immedi- 
atcly knew him. 

66 And numbers flocked 
to him from all the adjacent 
country, carrying the fick in 
littcrs to the feveral places 
which they heard he vifited. 

56 And wherever he tra- 
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velled, whether into cities, 
towns or country villages, 
they depofited the fick in the 
ftreets through which he paf- 
fed imploring the favour 
cnly to touch his cloaths— 
and all that touched him in- 
ftantaneoufly received a per- 
tect cure. 





CHAP. VII. 
I OME Pharifees and 


Scribes who came from 
Jerufalem compofed part of 
the crowd that now furround- 
ed him. 

2 Who happening to fee 
fome of his ditciples fit down 
to meat, without that cere- 
monious wafhing of hands 
which they univertaily enjoin- 
ed, exclaimed again{t their 
pollution and profanenefs. 

2.For the Pharijees-and 
the whole body of the Jews, 
from a confcientious adhe- 
rence to the traditions of their 
anceftors, never eat a meal 
without farft wafhing their 
hands with the moit icrupu- 
lous nicety. 

4 When they came like- 
wife from the market or from 
any concourie of people they 
never eat before they have 
wafhed their hands—thinking 
by this ablution they wipe olf 
any pollution they may have 
contracted — There are alfo 


many other ceremonies of the 
hke 
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like nature which they ftrictly 
oblerve, as the formal wafh- 
ing of their cups, their pots, 
their kettles, and their couches. 

5-The Pharifees and Scribes, 
therefore, chagrined at fo pro- 
fane a ipectacle, faid to him 
— Why do you fuffer your 
difciples to eat in fuch pol- 
lution, and to cait fuch con- 
tempt upon thofe jacred ob- 
fervances that have been tranf{- 
mitted to us from our pious 
anceftors ? 

6 He rephed—Ye hypo- 
crites! Efaiah hath given a 
moft accurate defcription of 
your real charaéters in the 
following paflase— ‘* Thele 
diffembling wretches  ap- 
proach me with a fair exter- 
nal fhow of religious folemni- 
ty and devotion, while their 
hearts are replete with the 
moit enormous and atrocious 
wickednefs— 

7 <All their zealous and 
extravagant fervours tor my 
fervice and worfhip are no- 
thing but mere difiimulation 
and vain pretence——wnhile 
they are conitantly inculcat- 
ing the neceffity of a pundt- 
hous compliance with ail the 
ceremonious prefcripticns of 
weak andluperiiitious perions, 
and teaching men to a i parage 
the moral duties of the law.” 

8 For you pay a fcrupu- 
lous attention to the ridicu- 


ous tenets and injunélions oF | 
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your anceftors, in wafhing 
cups, pots, kett! les, and in 


little ceremonious obfervan- 
ces of the like trifling nature 
———but wholly dilregard the 
expreis declarations of the 
great God. 

9 You have even fuffered, 
he told them, thefe abfurd 
and ulelcfs traditions to can- 
cel and fupertede the mott 
plain and iclemn commands 
of the Almichty. 

10 For example, Moles 
enjoins every perfon to ho- 
nour his father and his mo- 
ther—and orders every one, 
who violates this fundamen- 
tal and important law, to be 
condemned to death. 

11 But in direct opponti- 
on to this exprefs command, 
you fay Lhat if any man 
bequeath his fortune to the 
fervice of the temple, 

12 from that moment he 
ceafes to be under any obli- 
gation at all to relieve the 
moit preffing wants of his 
aged and neccflitous parents. 

13 It is by thefe wicked 
inventions and other fuperiu- 
tlous pee uens of a fimilar 
nature, thac you abiolutely 
apnul the primary and foieu.n 
Injunctions sof God. 


14 i ius then publickly ad- 
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15 It is -not any thing ex- 
ternal that can communicate 
any pollution to a man—pol- 
lution folely artfes from in- 
ternal caufes. 

16 He who is sencous of 
inftruétion, let hin carefully 
attend to this obfervauon. 

17 When he was retired 
from the multitude into an 
houfe, the difciples came to 
him, and defired he would 
explain to them thoie figu- 
rative expreflions he had jut 
fed. 

18 He anfwered—Do not 
you comprehend the mean- 
ine of fo eafy and familiar a 
metaphor ?—can : any thing 
be more evident than that the 
food which a perfon receives 
does not con{titute mora! bel: 
lution in the ficht of God ? 

19 The food we eat is taken 
into the ftomach for the non- 
rifhment and fupport of ani- 
mal nature, and hath not the 
leaft effeé&t on the moral tem- 
per and difpofition of the 
heart. 

20 Impurity can only be 
caufed by the ixfernal trame 
and habit of the mind. 

21 For trom the _ heart, 
which 1s the fource and fear 
of action, originally proceed 
wicked defigns, adultery, 
whoredom, murder, 

22 theft, avarice, opprel- 
fon, fraud, luft, envy, ca- 
lumny, pride, obftinacy. 
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23 All thefe hateful vices 
are firft formed in the heart, 
and being derived from it, 
folely conftitute moral conta- 
mination and uncleannefs. 

§—24 Leavine that coun- 
try he removed to the con- 
fines of Tyre and Sidon, where 
he privately retired into an 
houfe, being defirous to con- 
ceal himfeif fome time from 
the importunity of a tumul- 
tuous crowd—but in vain. 

25 For a woman of that 
country, who had heard his 
fame celebrated, having a 
daughter who was infane, ap- 
proached him, and fell at his 
feet. 

26 This woman, who was 
a Syrophenician by birth, 
fupplicated him, in the moft 
affecting and  importunate 
manner, to deliver her child 
from fuch a dreadful malady. 

27 Jefus faid to her—The 
children ought firft of all to 
be fatishied—for it 1s not pro- 
per to take that food, which 

was defigned for the children, 
and throw it to dogs. 

28 I acknowledge, Sir, fhe 
faid, the reafonablenets of 
what you alledge but yet 
the dogs are allowed to pick 
up the crumbs that fall from 
the children’s plenteous ta- 
ble. 

29 Jefus, flruck with pleat 
Ing admiration at this anfwer, 
fan! to hcr——Go, and be aflur- 
cd 
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ed that your daughter’s dif- 
order is expelled. 

30 She haftened home, and 
found her daughter reclining 
on the couch, perfectly re- 
ftored to the ufe of her un- 
derftanding and reafon. 

§—31 Quittine the vi- 
cinity of Tyre and Sidon, he 
returned in his way to the 
Jake of Galilee, throuch the 
region of Decapolis. 

32 Where they brought 
to him a man, who was both 
deaf and had an impediment 
in his fpeech, entreating him 
that he would deign to lay 
his hand upon him. 

33 Taking the man, there. 
fore, a little way out of the 
crowd into a private place, 
he put his fingers into his 
ears, and touched his tongue 
with his fpitele: 

34 Then lifting his eyes to 
heaven, and having uttered a 
pious ejaculation, he faid to 
the man—Receive the facul- 
ties of hearing and {peech. 

35 The moment he pro- 
nounced thete words, his 
hearing was perfectly reftor- 
ed, and he {poke plainly and 
diftinctly. 

36 He then peremptorily 
charged the man’s friends 
who were fpectators of this 
nuracle, not to report it—but 
notwithttanding this ftrict in- 
junction they publifhed it e- 


very where, 
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37 being ftruck with inex- 
preffible admiration at the 
wonderful power he exerted, 
and at the beneficence of all 
his miracles, crying out— 
What an heavenly benefactor 
is this! With what divine be- 
nevolence does he confult the 
eafe and happinefs of the 
wretched, by healing theirin- 
firmities, and removing their 
diftempers ! 





CHAP. Vill. 
I BOUT this time an 


immenfe multitude 
of people being gathered a- 
bout him, and entirely defti- 
tute of provifions,’ Jeius cal- 
led his difciples together in a 
body and faid to them, 

2 I feel myfelf greatly af- 
fected with the unhappy con- 
dition of this vait afiembly, 
who have attended me three 
days in a place where itis im- 
poffible for them to procure 
any accommodations. - 

2 And if I fhould order 
them to difperfe, numbers 
will undoubtedly faint on the 
road, who are at a confider- 
ablediitancefromtheir homes. 

4 His difciples replied — 
How is it poflible for us to 
provide victuals for fuch a pro- 
digious concourle of people, 
in fo dreary and difmal a {o- 
litude ? 

5 He afked them, how 
K 2 many 


many loaves they had—They 
told him, {even. 

6 He then, ordering all 
the crowd to recline on the 
grafts, took the loaves—blet- 
fed God—broke—gave them 
to his ditciples—and ordered 
them to diipente them among 
the multitude. 

+ They had likewile a few 
fmall fifhes —which with pt- 
ous acknowledgement he alfo 
broke, and ordered to be dif- 
tributed in the fame manner. 

8 By his miraculous mul- 
tiplication of thefe, the whole 
multitude partook of a plen- 
tiful repaft—fo plentiful, that 
the fragments, which were 
atterwards colleéted, filled fe- 
ven bafkets. 

g The number of thofe, 
who were thus entertained, 
amounted to about four thou- 
fand—After they were all fa- 
tished, he difmiffed them. 

§—1o WuHen the multi- 
tude was difperfed, he and 
his ditciples crofled over the 
lake of Galilee, and landed 
on the coaft of Dalmanutha. 

11 After his arrival here, 
fome Pharifees who were come 
down from Jeruialem, in a 
debate with him challenged 
him to give them fome fignal 
proof of his miraculous power, 
and to convince them of the 
authority and truth of his 
pretenfions by jome grand 
luminous prodigy in the fky. 
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12 Confcious of their de- 
termined refolution to reject 
the greateft evidence he could 
exhibic before them, he fetch- 
ed a profound fich, and faic 
—Why doth the prefent ge- 
neration, after the many mi- 
raclesthat have been wrought, 
demand from me a prodigy in 
the air— Their unreatonable 
and perverfe humours fhall 
not be indulged with any 
fuch phenomenon. 

13 With this anfwer he left 
them——and crofied over the 
lake again. 

14 In reir paffage, the 
difciples recollected that they 
had forgot to furnifh them- 
felves with provifions—hav- 
Inge none with them in the 
buat, except one loaf. 

15 Ic happened, during 
their perplexity, that Jefus 
admoniwfhed them cautioufly 
to avoid the corrupt leaven of 
the Pharifees and:of Herod. 

16 They no fooner heard 
him mention /eaven—but they 
{aid one to another-——This un- 
queftionably is defigned to 
reprove us for our negligence 
In forgetting to carry dread 
with us. 

17 Jetus, confcious of their 
fentiments, faid to them 
Why do you diftrefs your- 
felves with thele anxious 
thoughts, becaufe you have 
omitted to bring bread along 
with you-—are you {til fo in- 
conii- 
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confiderate? —-1s your heart 
{till unfufceptible of imprei- 
fions ° 

18 Endowed with = tlre 
powers of judgment and un- 
derftanding, are you fo averle 
to employ them in attentive- 
ly confidering the miracles, 
with which you are every day 
convertant? 

19 Did not you lately col- 
leét twelve bafkets of trag- 
ments from an entertainment, 
that I lately furnifhed for 
five thoufand, with only five 
‘loaves ? 

20 Did not you fill, at an- 
other time, feven bafkets with 
fragments, when I di‘tribut- 
ed only feven loaves among 
four thoufand? 

21 Having, therefore, fuch 
repeated demonttrations of the 
power I pofiefs, why are you 
jo abfolutely inattentive to it? 

§—22 Upon his landing 
at Bethfaida, they brought to 
hima blind man, defiring him 
only to touch him. 

23 He then taking the 
blind man by the hand, and 
. conducting iin out of the 
village into a private place, 
touched his eyes with fpitele, 
and afked him, if he ‘could 
ciufcern any thing. 

24 I can juft ‘difcern men, 
he faid, but very imperfeetly 
— they appear to me like 
walking trees. 


25. He then put his hands 
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upon hiseyes, and afterwards 
afked him to view the objects 
that furrounded him — and 
immediately his fight was per- 
fectly reftored ; fo that he faw 
every thing in the moft dif- 
tinct manner. 

26 He then ordered the 
man to fteal privately home, 
without going through the 
village, or divulging the cure 
he had received, to any per- 
fon. 

§—27 AFTER this, Jefus 
travelled with his ditciples to 
the towns of Cefarea Philippi 
—and on the road he afked 
them, what the vulgar re- 
ports were concerning him. 

28 They replied — fome 
perfons aflert that you are 
John the Baptuft — others as 
itrenuowlly contend that you 
are bias, or fome one of the 
antient prophets reftored to 
life. 

29 Hethen afked then— 
Whom ‘fey imagined him to 
be? — Peter antfwered —We 
believe you to be the true 
MeMah. 

30 Immediately upon his 
making this deciaration, he 
peremptoriy charged them 
not to publifh it to the world. 

31 From that time he be- 
gan to acquaint his difciples 
with the feries of miferies he 
muit go through — that he 
mult be treated with every 


lindignity, and be publickly 
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condemned and murdered by 
ihe magiftrates, the hich 
priefts, and the Scribes — 
but that on the third day he 
would rife from the grave. 

32 Phat this would cer- 
tainly be his fate he now told 
all his difciples in the moft 
plain and exprefs terms—— 
Alarmed at fuch a gloomy 
and unexpected declaration, 
Peter took him afide and 
began to expoftulate with 
him. 

33 But fefus turned from 
him, and before the other 
di {ciples feverely reprehended 
Veter, faying — You are not 
conicious, that by diverting 
me from my juderings, you 
would be an enemy to me 
and to rmankind your 
mind 43s inflated with ambi- 
tious views, and comprehend- 
eth not the defiens of God. 

94 He then called to the 
multitude to join the circle 
of his difciples, and faid 
He who is defirous to become 
my genuine difciple and_ tol- 
iower, muft for ever abandon 
all views of worldly ambition 
and fenfual pleafure, and 
chearfully fubmit to that 
courfe of afflictions and fuf- 
ferings which I have fup- 
ported. 

35 For whofcever will fave 
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his life, at the expence of his 
religion and virtue, fhall be 
eternally deprived of is—but 
whofoever fhall chearfully 
jubmit to the lofs of lite, fe 
ther than facrifice the princi- 
ples of my religion and the 
rights of conicience, fhall be 
rein{tated in the poffeffion of 
it, with infinite advantage. 

36 For of what avail would 
it be toa man, if he could ac- 
quire the pofieffion of the 
whole univerie, if at laft he 
forfeits eternal life ! 

37 What is it poffibte for 
a man to fubfticute, as an e- 
quivalent for the lofs of eter- 
nal lite! 

38 Whofoever, therefore, 
in this debauched and _ profli- 
gate age, appears afhamed of 
my caute, and rejects ic with 
contempt——-may affure him- 
felf, that he will alfo be re- 
pulfed by the fon of man, 
when he comes attended with 
myriads of angels, and inveft- 
ed with the authority and 
{plendors of fupreme majetty. 


Cuap.ix. i And be affur- 
eds: that-there qre tome: per- 
fons now before me, who fhall 
live cofec the kinedomofGod, 
erected in the moft powerful 
and magnificent manner $ 

—. Axsour a week after 
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this, Jefus privately conduct- 
ed Peter, James and John, to 
the fummit of a very high 
mountain—where they fud- 
denly faw his perfon meta- 
morphofed in a {furprifing 
manner. 

3 For inftantly his cloaths 
eliftened* with a bniliancy 
and luftre infinitely fuperi- 
our to what the highetft ex- 
ertions of human art and {kall 
can produce. 

4 After this appeared Mo- 
fes and Elias, and entered 
into a conference with him. 

5 Peter, tranfported with 
this amazing fcene, faid to 
Jefus — How delectable a 
refidence might we fix here ! 
— Permit us to erect three 
tents, one for yourtfelf, an- 
other for Mofes, and a third 
for Elias. 

6 He knew not what to fay 
—fuch a tumult of aftonifh- 
ment and fear ftruggled in 
their breaits. 

7 At laft they fawa bright 
lucid cloud defcend and fix di- 
rectly over their heads—from 
which they heard the follow- 
ing fentence jolemnly articu- 
lated — This 1s my fon, the 
obje&t of my fondeft affec- 
tions! Obey his admoni- 
tions ! 

8 After this the whole 
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fcene fuddenly vanifhed,: and 
they faw Jefus itanding alone. 

As they were defcending 
the hill Jefus folemnly charg- 
ed them, not .upon any ac- 
count to publifh to the world 
what they had feen, till af- 
ter his refurrection from the 
grave. 

190 Thefe laft words great- 
ly puzzled them, and they 
debated among themielves, 
what he could mean by the 
refurrection from the grave. 

tr The difciples then afk- 
ed him, why the Jewith clergy 
afferted that Ehas muft make 
his public appearance, as the 
immediate predeceffor of the 
Meffiah. 

12 He replied—Elias was 
originally defigned to be the 
harbinger of the Meffiah, to 
prepare mens minds for the 
reception of him —and the 
Meffiah is, according to the 
prophecies, to fufferthe great- 
eft indignities, to be abuled 
and vilified. . 

13 He told them — the 
predictions of the fcripture 
concerning Elias were already 
verified—Elias had made his 
appearance, and they had 
treated him with the moft 
wanton infolence and con- 
tempt. 

§—14 WHEn he was come 


t The word ciaCwy is very expreffive, denoting any thing that is.re- 
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to the reft of his difciples, he 
found them in the circle of 
a large multitude, and the 
Scribes engaged in a contfe- 
rence with them. 

- As {con as the crowd 
faw him advance towards 
them, they were aitonmifhed 
at the {uperiour luitre that 
fill adhered to his perfon, 
and ran with caver impati- 
ence to falute and embrace 
him. 

16 He then afked the 
Scribes what fubject they 
were fo warmly agitating ? 

17 The reafon “of their de- 
bate, replied one of the mul- 
titude, is this—I brought to 
you my fon who is dumb, 
and otherwile dreadfully af 
flicted. 

18 For he is fubject to ter- 
rible fits which feize and con- 
vulfe him—in which he hes 
for a conliderable time foain- 
ing at the mouth, grinding 
his teeth, and eared with 
palenefs, in a frightful man- 
ner—This horrible difeafe I 
entreated your difciples to re- 
move, but they could not. 

19 ‘Upon hearing this ac- 
count, fefus with great emo- 
tion faid, O incredulous and 
perverie age! how long fhall 
{ be a witnefs or your deter- 
mined infidelity! Tow lone 
fhall [ bear your incorrigible 
gbitinacy !——Tle thea ordered 
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the parent to bring his fon to 
bim: 

20 He was no fooner rane 
before Jelus, but he was im- 
mediately feized with ftrong 
convullions, and dropped 
down, wallowing, and toam- 
ing at the mouth. 

21 Jelus afked the father, 
how long his fen had been 
afflicted in this fhocking man- 
ner—he faid, from a child. 

22 And by thefe fits, he 
added, he 1s often thrown in- 
to the fire, and often intothe 
water, whereby his lite hath 
been greatly endangered — 
but fince you are able to ex- 
pel this dilorder, have com- 
paffion upon this unhappy 
creature. 

23 Jefus replied—To fuch 
a firrn confidence as thou re- 
pofeft in me the very greateft 
difficulties will yield. 

24. The parent then cried 
ouc in a flood of tears—Par- 
don my weakneis and imper- 
fection — I believe you are 
able to effect this cure. 

25 Jefus fecing the multi- 
tude crowd tovether In a tue 
multuous manner, command- 
ed, in an authoritative man- 
ner, the diftemper to depart 
and quit him for ever. 

26 He had no jooner pro- 
nounced the words——tho’ he 
was then fo convulfed anid lay 
fo fenfelefs, that feveral wha 
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were prefent, faid he was 
dead— 

‘27 but every fymptom va- 
nifhed—and Jeius taking him 
by the hand raifed him from 
the ground in perfect health. 

28 Jefus, after this, going 
into an houfe, the difciples 
afked him the reaion, why 
ibey could not muraculoufly 
cure this diflemper. 

29 He antwered—Such an 
eminent degree of faith as is 
requifite to expel juch an un- 
commonly horrible diforder 
as the prefent, cannot be at- 
tained but by a long courfe 
of devout meditation and re- 
ligious ab{tinence. 

§—30 Leavinc that place, 
they travelled through Gali- 
lee in a clandeftine manner— 
he being unwilling that any 
fhould know him. 

31 Here he told them ex- 
prefsly, that the fon of man 
would foon be delivered into 
the power of thofe who thirft- 
ed tor his blood, that he 
fhould be publickly executed 
—— but on the third day he 
would rife from the grave. 

32 But their prejudices 
prevented them from fully 
comprehending what he faid, 
at the fame time that they 
were afraid to afk him to be 
wore particular: 

33 Arriving at Capernaum, 
and entering into an houle, 
he afked them, what fubject 
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it was that interefted them in 
fuch a warm debate on the 
road ? 

34 This queftion ftruck 
them dumb—tor on the road 
they had engaged in a fan- 
cuine difpute, which of them 
fhould have the hicheft poft 
in the kingdom their matter 
was going to eftablith. 

35 He then fat down, and 
calling the body of the twelve 
difciples around him, he faid 
to them — The perfon, who 
fhall fecure the higheft ho- 
nours in my kingdom, fhall 
be he, whole charaéter is moft 
diftinguifhed for humility and 
condefcenfion. 

36 He then placed a little 
child in the midft of them, 
and fondly clafping it in his 
arms, faid to them 

37 Whofoever confiders 
this child as an emblem of 
that fimplicity and innocence 
which the gofpel requires, 
clearly comprehends its true 
genius and defien, and un- 
derftands the great ends which 
my heavenly father fent me 
into the world to promote. 

§—35 Joun faid to him— 
Divine inftructor! we lately 
met with a man, who made 
ufe of your name and autho- 
rity in effecting miraculous 
cures, and as he is nota mem- 
ber of our fociety we feverely 
reproved him, and forbad 
him for the future to take 
fuch 
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fuch unwarrantable _ free- 
doms. 


g By no means, replied 
Jeius, hinder his public ufe- 
fulnefs—for he, who deigns 
to make ufe of my authority 
to work a miracle, will be 
the laft perfon to traduce and 
mifreprejent me. 

40 For amidft the general 
infidelity of the prefent age, 
we have reaion to efteem e- 
very one as a friend to us, 
who doth wet oppoie us. 

At For whotoever fhall do 
you the leaft kind office, fuch 
as even giving you a cup of 
cold water, merely becaufe 
you are my difciples, fhall 
afluredly be recompenfed with 
an adequate reward. 

42 And wholoever fhall fe- 
duce, and caule to apoftatize, 
one of the moft inconfidera- 
ble chrifians, had much bet- 
ter be condemned to have 
a millftone fufpended about 
his neck, and be plunged in- 
to the profoundeft abyts. 

43 Should, therefore, any 
inveterate habit ttronely ioli- 
cit thee to abandon thy chril- 
tian principles—determine to 
eradicate it, whatever diffi- 
culties it may occafion thee 
—itisinfnitely more cligible 
to fupport the greateft mi- 
Jeries of this life, than to die 
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unreformed, and to be thrown 
Into inextingulfhable fire : 

44 Where the impenitent 
finner will be deftroyed * by 
the moit dire and excruciat- 
Ine torments. 

45 Whatever beloved vice 
would lead you to facrifice 
your relicion—refolve to ex- 
terminate it from the foul, 
with whatever reluétance and 
averfion this may be done— 
the pains of this life are no- 
thing to the fufferings to 
which the unreformed fhall 
be fubjected, in inextinguifh- 
able fire: 

460 Where the impenitent 
hnner will be deftroyed by the 
moft dire and excruciating 
torments. 

47 Whatever luft fhall 
powerfully inftigate thee to 
renounce the facred charac- 
ter of a chriftian —-hefitate 
not to controul and fubdue 
it, whatever bitter forrows it 
nay caule thee—what are the 
forrows of this momentary 
lite, to the aneuifh that thote 
fhali fuftain, who will be f- 
nally precipitated into inex- 
tinguifhable fre! 

48 Where the impenitent 
finner will be deftroyed by 
the moft dire and excruciat- 
Ing torments. 

49 The principles of the 
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gofpel were defigned to pre- 
pare men for the divine ac- 
ceptance, juft as the victim 
is prepared by the fale for the 
fervice of the altar. 

50 Suffer not, therefore, 
thefe good and excellent prin- 
ciples to lofe their original 
force and vigour, but imbibe 
the falutary influence of them 
intoyour minds—and be care- 
ful to cultivate the greateft 
harmony and concord among 
yourfelves. 


Chaps x. 


Ch Ps. 


I EPARTING fram 

that country, he tra- 
velled to the remoteit part of 
Judea beyond the river Jor- 
dan, where great multitudes 
reforted to him, whom he in- 
ftructed as ufual. 

2 Among others came fome 
Pharifees, who, with an art- 
ful defign to eninare him, 
afked him, If divorces were 
lawful. 

3 He afked them, what 
the law of Mofes enjoined 
upon this article. 

4 Our great legiflator, they 
replied, allowed a man to re- 
pudiate his wife, after a writ- 
ing of divorce was formally 
drawn up and figned. 

5 Jefus faid to them — 
Mofes enacted this law from 
a conicioufnels of the malic- 
nity of your tempers, and to 
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prevent a train of dreadful 
evils, which your implacable 
feverity and morofenets would 
otherwife have occafioned. 

6 Buc when mankind were 
orzginally created, God made 
only one of each fex. 

7 And the fcripture faith 
—In order to form the con- 
jugal union fhall a man leave 
his parents, and be infepar- 
ably conjoined to his wite : 

8 And the bonds of this 
union fhall be fo ftriét and in- 
timate, as that they both {hall 
be confidered as only one {ole 
individual actuated by one 
fole mind. 

g Let not man prefume, 
therefore, to diflolve a con- 
nection, which the great God 
himfelf hath formed and ra- 
tified. 

10 When he was alone in 
an houfe, the difciples defired 
him to be more explicit with 
recard to the fubject he had 
juit been difcuffing. 

11 He faid to them 
Whoever repudiates his wife 
and marries another woman, 
is guilty of the crime of adul- 
tery. 

12 And whatever woman 
divorces herfelf from her huf- 
band and marries herfelf to 
another man, is in the fight of 
God an adultreis. 

§—13 Arcut this time 
fome perions brought their 
children to him, in order that 


he 
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he might lay his hands upon 
them and blefs them but 
the difciples reproved them 
for this conduét, and denied 
them accels to him. 

14 Jefus, when he perceiv- 
ed it, was greatly offended 
with their behaviour, and faid 
to them—Permie little chil- 
caren to come to me, and de- 
prive them not of the liberty 
of approaching me—for thole 
only, whoare poffefied of their 
harmlefs fimplicity and inof- 
fenfive innocence, are the ge- 
nuine fubjects of my king- 
dom. 

15 I declare to you in the 
moft folemn manner, that he 
who doth not receive the got- 
peldifpenfation, with the tem- 
per and difpofition of little 
children, will never be e- 
iteemed a true and worthy 
member of it. 

16 He then folded them 
in his arms—laid his hands 
upon them---and bleffedthem. 

§—17 As he was travel- 
{ing in the public road_to- 
wards ferufalem, a perion of 
diftinction * advanced up to 
him, and proftrating himfelf 
at his feet faid—-Good inftruc- 
tor! condefcend to acquaint 
me, what courfe of practice 
I muft purfue in order to at- 
tain juture felicity. 

18 Jefus faid to him-—— 
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What induces you to call me 
good—that venerable title can 
effentially belong only to the 
fupreme God. 

19 You know the pre- 
cepts, which God hath pre- 
{cribed as the rules of duty 
—for example, thou fhalt not 
be guilry ot adultery, of mur- 
der, of theft, of falfe accufa- 
tion, or of fraud—thou fhalt 
honour thy tather and thy 
mother. 

20 He replied I have, 
Sir, from my childhood, con- 
fcientioufly made thefe im- 
portant commands the con- 
[tance rules of my moral con- 
duct. 

21 Jefus receiving this an- 
{wer, looked upon him with 
complacency and love, and 
faid In one thing you are 
{till defective—if you are de- 
firous to attain the hicheft 
pitch of the moft confummate 
excellence and virtue, go 
home, fell all thy pofleMons, 
difpenfe the money arifing 
from the fale among the poor, 
and become my faithful and 
infeparable companion, chear- 
fully fubmittine to the for- 
rows and fuficrines of this 
life — by this illuftrious con- 
duct you will fecure a moft 
tranicendent and diftinguifh- 
ed degree of celeftial blefled- 
nels. 








w See the various le3tions, 
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22 Nofooner had Jefus pro- 
nounced thefe words, but his 
countenance was over{pread 
with gloom — and he turned 
from him in a flood of grief 
and melancholy: for he had 
an immenfe fortune. 

23 Jefus looking round 
upon his difciples, faid to 
them—How difficult a thing 
is it for thole who are poflet- 
fed of opulent fortunes to 
enter into the kingdom of 
the Meffiah ! 

24 Thefe expreffions great- 
ly alarmed and diftrefled the 
difciples * — Jefus refuming 
his difcourfe, faird—My dear 
companions! how extremely 
difficult is it for thofe, who 
are inflated with their fupe- 
riour wealth, and make it 
their great confidence and 
idol, to enter into the goipel 
kingdom! 

25 It is asimpofible for a 
rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God, as it is fora 
cable to be forced through 
the eye of a needle. 

26 So ftrange an affertion 
again threw theminto the moft 
painful and extreme aftonith- 
ment—and in the laft amaze- 
ment, they faid one to an- 
other How can any rich 
man then ever obtain eternal 
falvation ! 
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27 Jefus looking upon them 
with an eye of pity and com- 
paffion for their anxiety, faid 
—Humanly {peaking this is 
morally impoffible — but by 
God’s all-powerful aMiftance, 
the very greateft impedi- 
ments that riches lay in 
mens road to Chriftianity, 
may be furmounted. 

28 Upon this, Peter faid— 
We thy difciples have relin- 
quifhed our all, and become 
thy faithful and inteparable 
companions. 

29 Jeius faid to him 
There is no one, who out of 
a fincere attachment to me 
and to the gofpcel hath either 
left his home, his brothers, 
his fifters, his father, his mo- 
ther, his wife, his children, 
his eftate : 

30 but who fhall, even in 
the mid{t of the tevereft per- 
fecutions to which he fhall be 
expoted in this life, enjoy that 
ferene fatisfaction and pure 
tranfporting felicity in his 
own mind, as fhall infinitely 
compeniate tor all the lofies 
he may fuftain— and who 
fhall, ina future ftate, be raii- 
ed toeminent and dittinguith- 
ed happinefs. 

31 For many to whom the 
solpel is fir? ofiered, will be 
the /aff to embrace tt—and 
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thofe to whom it will be /e/f 
propofed, fhall be the fir/ in 
admitting its evidence. 

§—32 As Jefus was now 
advancine at their head, in the 
road that directly led to Je- 
rufalem, the profpect of the 
calamities they might pro- 
bably very foon be expofed 
to, threw them into a dreadful 
dejection and melancholy — 
Jefus then again repeated to 
his twelve diciples the feries 
of miferies in which he was 
about to be involved : 

33 We are now going, faid 
he, to Jerufalem, where the 
fon of man will in a treache- 
rous manner be delivered to 
the high priefts and Scribes, 
who, after they have fentenced 
him to fluffer capital punith- 
ment, will confign him over 
to the Roman foldiers, 

34 who will treat him with 
every wanton indignity—ipit 
upon him—manegle his body 
with jcourges—and pubtick- 
ly execute him — But on the 
third day he fhall rife from his 
erave. 


§— 35 Tue two fons of 


Zebedee, James and John, 
then approached himin a fup- 
plicant manner, begging he 
would deien to beftow a fa- 
vour they were going to fo- 
Vicar. 

36 Ile afked them, what 
it was they were fo defirous 
to obrain of him. 
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37 They faid to him 
Pleafe to advance us two to 
the firft honours tn that grand 
and magnificent kingdom; 
which you are fpeedily to e- 
rect, 

38 Jefus faid to them — 
You know not what you are 
requefting — Can you drink 
that bitter cup which I am 
foon to drink, and fuftain 
thofe dreadful fufferings which 
I fhall fhortly undergo? 

39 Weare able to do this, 
they replied — Jefus faid — 
You will in this life, indeed, 
like your mafter, be immerf- 
ed in forrow and_ perfecu- 
tion : 

40 but the moft elevated’ 
pofts in my kingdom are not 
inmy difpofal— they will be 
contered by my Farner 
on thofe, whom fuperiour 
virtue entitles to fuch iluf- 
trious honours. 

41 When the other ten: 
heard the petition, which 
thefe two had prefered to 
Jefus, they conceived very 
violent refentment againft 
them for their bafe clande- 
{tine endeavours to fupplant 
them. 

42 Jefus then, calling the 
body of his difciples toeether, 
Jaid to them — The princes 
ond fovereigns among the 
/Zeathens, you know, rule 
their fubjects in an abfolute 
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and arbitrary manner — and, 
among thefe nations, thofe 
are moft revered, whofe am- 
bition hath fecured them the 
sreateft extent of delpotic 
power. 

43 But it fhall not be thus 
among you——for he that is 
ambitious of the higheft ho- 
nours in my kingdom, {hall 
obtain them only by fupert- 
our and more dittinguifhed 
degrees of meeknefs and con- 
defcenfion. 

44 And he, who is defir- 
ous to be the greateit in pre- 
ferment, fhall be the greateit 
in humility. 

45 For the fon of man did 
not affume human nature to 
eftablifh a fplendid court to 
minifter to him all the foft 
pleafures of earthly luxury 
and gratification—but to de- 
mean himfelf to the humbleft 
offices, in order to benefit 
the human race—and to ‘ur- 
render up his life to ferve 
their beft interefts. 

§—46 As he was going out 
of Jericho, accompanied by his 
difciples and a numerous 
multitude, it happened that 
the blind fon of Timzeus was 
fitting and begging on the 
fide of the road, along which 
he paffed. 

47 As foon as he heard 
that Jefus of Nazareth was 
coming, he began to cry out 
with great vehemence—O Je- 
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fus, fon of David! pity my 
condition ! 

48 Several, difturbed with 
his clamours, reproved him, 
and commanded him to be 
filent—but thefe rebukes on- 
ly ferved to increafe his voci- 
feration—he {till repeating— 
fon of David pity me! 

49 Jelus then ftopped and 
ordered him to be called — 
they went and told the blind 
man, faying to him—rife, -be 
confident of fucceis,forhecom- 
mands you to come to him. . 

50 He inftantly ftarted up 
—— threw off his upper ear- 
ment—and hafted to Jefus. 

5% He afked him what fa- 
vour he folicited with fuch ve- 
hemence——The blind man 
an{wered O Sir, to be re- 
ftored to my fight! 

52 Jefus faid to him—Thy 
confidence in my power hath 
effected thy cure—He imme- 
diately faw every thing dil- 
tinctly, and joined the crowd 
that followed Jefus. 
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l HEN they were now 
advanced within a 
very little diftance from the ca- 
pital, over again{t Bethphage 
and Bethany firuated at the 
foot of mount Olives, he cal- 
led two of his difciples, 
2 and faid to them Go 
into the village that is oppo- 


fite 
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fite us, and juft as you enter 
it you will fee a young afs ti- 
ed——loofe it and bring it to 
mie. 

3 And if any fhould afk 
you by whofe order you take 
it away, tell him that your 
mafter hath occafion for it, 
and he will difinifs you with- 
out any turther moleftation. 

4 They went, therefore, 
and found a young afs at the 
entrance of the village tied to 
a door—which they immedi- 
ately loofed. 

5 Some people, who were 
ftanding there, feeing two 
{trangers act in this manner, 
faid to them— what bufinefs 
have you to take away the 
colt? 

6 Upon their making the 
reply which Jefus had order- 
ed them to make, they were 
fuffered to depart with it un- 
difturbed. 

7 Having brought the 
colt to Jefus, and ijaid their 
upper garments upon it, he 
mounted. 

8 Upon which, great num- 
bers fpread the public road 
with their upper garments ”, 
while others were employed 
in cutting verdant branches 
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from the adjoining trees, and 
fcatterine them along the 
way. 
9 And the vaft crowds that 
advanced before him, and 
thofe that compofed his train, 
pierced the air with their joy- 
tul acclamations, fhouting, 
Hofannah!—Bleffed is he who 
comes invetted with the pow- 
er of the great God! 

10 For ever glorious be 
the kingdom which is going 
to be erected under the au- 
{pices of our great progenitor 
David! May all the heaven- 
ly powers tor ever crown it 
with profperity and fuccefs! 

14 Entering in this trium- 
phant manner into the city, 
he went directly to the tem- 
ple—-where after having ta- 
ken an accurate furvey of e- 
very thing, he went back in 
the evening with his difciples 
to Bethany. 

12 On his return from Be- 
thany to the city the next 
morning, he fele keen fenfa- 
tions of hunger. 

13 And defcrying at fome 
diftance from the road a fig 
tree, covered with thick ver- 
dant leaves, he walked up to 
it, in hopes of finding fruit, 
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as the time for gathering 
fics was not yet come—but 
he found nothine but a fair 
and flourifhing foliage. 

14 Upon this difappoint- 
ment Jefus faid to the fig 
tree, in the audience of his 
difciples — Mayeit thou ne- 
ver bear hore ! 

15 Arriving at the city, 
Jefus entered into the temple, 
and ejected out of it all thofe 
whom he found buying and 
felling within its facred pre- 
cinéts——he overturned the 
tables of thofe bankers who 
gave to {trangers Jewifh coin 
in exchange tor foreign, and 
threw down the ftalls of thofe 
who fold doves for the facri- 
fices. 

16 Wor would he fuffer 
any perfon to carry a veilel 
through the courts of the tem- 

le: 

17 For doth not, faid he, 
the fcripture exprefsly fay, 
that my houfe fhall be felely 
appropriated as a place of re- 
ligious worfhip for the de- 
vout of all nations ?—but ye 
have converted it into a com- 
mon receptacle for thieves and 
cheats. 

18 The hich priefts and 
Scribes, hearing of the autho- 
ritative manner in which he 
acted, held a confuitation, in 
which it was unanimoully re- 
folved that he fhould be put 


to death—but they were a- 
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fraid to execute their fangui- 
nary purpoies, as he was fo 
univerfally careffed and ador- 
ed by the populace for the fub- 
limity of his doctrines. 

§—19 In the evening he 
retired out of the city. 

20 And the next morning 
as the difciples were pafling 
by the fig tree, they perceiv- 
ed that it was entirely faded 
and withered. 

24 Upon which Peter in- 
ftantly recollecting the late 
action of Jefus, faid to him— 
See, Sir, the fie tree which 
thou curfedit, how totally is 
1s dried and blatted ! 

22 Jefus faid to them 
Repole an entire and unre- 
ferved confidence in the pow- 
er of God, 

23 For I folemnly af- 
fure you, that if any of you 
fhould command that moun- 
tain to defcend from its bafe 
and roll into the ocean, if at 
the fame time you did not 
nefitate concerning the extent 
of the divine power, but were 
firmly perfuaded that it would 
be accompiifhed—his man- 
date fhould be obeyed. 

24 And whatever favour you 
folicit at the throne cf mercy, 
requifite to promote the fuc- 
cels of the gofpel, firmly be- 
heve that you fhall obtain it, 
and thall you not be repulfed. 

25 But remember, when 
you addrefs the fupreme Be- 
L ing, 
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ing, to erafe from your breatt 
all refentments againtt your 
fellow-creatures, and gene: 
roufly to foreitet themi; in or- 
der that your heavenly father 
may extend his forgivenefs to 
you. 

26 For 1f vou do not en- 
ter upon your iolemn devo- 
tions with a di{pofition to for- 
e.ve thofe who have offended 
you, God will not forgive the 
cn nes and offences, which 
you have committed againft 
im. 

§—27 Wrrn he came the 
fecond time to Jerufalem, as 
he was walking in the temple 
the high priefls, the Scribes, 
and the magitrates came up 
to him ina “body : 

28 and iaid Inform us 
what authority thou haft to 
act in this public manner, and 
from whom thou derivett 
chine authority ? 

29 Jefus faid to then-——— 
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reply—why did not you then 
acknowledge his prophetic 
character ° 

32 But fhould we fay, thar 
John’s miniftry was a mere 
human contrivance—we ex- 
pofe ourfelves to the outrage 
of the populace, who univer- 
fally efteem John as a moft 
iluftrious prophet. 

33 They told Jefus, there- 
fore, that they really did not 
know whether John had a di- 
vine commifon or no—lie 
replied, LE will alio decline 
giving you any pe essagugD 
concerning that authority by 
which I aét. 
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I FE, then recited to them 

the following fable— 
A GENTLEMAN planted a 
vineyard, and furrounded it 
with a 1 {trong fence—he alfo 
foened it with an appara- 
tus for preparing the jutee, 
and erected a cattle for its de- 
fence———and as foon as he 
had empioyed a number of 
hufbandmen to drefs it, he fer 
out on. ‘his travels into 4 to- 
relgn country. 

2 At the time of v: intagse 
hefent over one of his fervants 
to receive trom the hufband- 
men the produce of fis vine- 
“arc. 


than 
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than they fell upon him, beat 
him in an unmerciful manner, 
and fent him away SIIDEY 

4 He fent another fervant, 
ie they received with a 
volley of ftones diicharged at 
his head, which cut and 
mangled him in a dangerous 
manner—and in this dreadful 
condition they turned him out 
of the vineyard. 

5 A third whom he after- 
wards fent, they murdered— 
and a great many others whom 
he continued to fend, they 
either cruelly beat or affam- 
nated. 

6 This gentleman having 
a fon, the object of all his 
fondeft affections, determin- 
ed, late of all 4o-tend him, 
faying—Surely they will not 
dare to offer any indignities 
to my fon! 

+ But thefe mifcreants no 
fooner perceived him, but 
they cried out in ecftacy —— 
This is the heir! come let US 
inftantly rmaurder him, and 
feize upon his eftate ! 

8 That moment they ail 
rufhed upon him—m fvelened 
him-——and threw his mangled 
body over the fence. 

g Now what punifhment 
will the proprictot of “the 
vineyard inflict upon theie 
wretches ?-— they rephed — 
Moltcertainty he will putthem 
to death by che moit excru- 
cating torments, and employ 
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others tO Ciltiva 
yard. 

. Do not you rene mber, 
{ic | Jetus, the following pitt 
face of fecre: aioe oe he 
fton e, which the builders re- 
jected, is become the grand 
corner ftone, to unite and 
confolidate the two fides of 
the edifice. 

1x An event brought a- 
bout by divine appointment, 

and worthy to excite our 
higheft aftonifhment. 

§—1i2 Tusy foon found 
that he had intended this table 
to be applicable to themlelves 
——which incenfed them to 
that deeree that they imme- 
diately Icft him, and delibe- 
rated how they might apnpre- 
hend him—but they diene 
the fury of the popul ace. 

13 Inconf ae Pence 
determined refoiution, they 
employed fome or the Pha- 
rifees and Hferodians to vo 
and enfnare him in a confe- 
rence. 

fa. “Diets © perfons came to 
him and addrevied him i the 
following manner — Mluttr- 
ous teacher! we are perluad- 
ed that thou haft a a conitien- 
tious regard for truth, and 
that it is not in the power of 
man to eniaeel thee to be- 
tray it; for ‘thou deliveret? 
divine inftruSion with 2 fin- 
cere probity and undaunted 
freedom of mind, without 

Lae any 
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any servile regard to the ter- 
rours or applauics of the 
world—declare to us, there- 
fore, your fentiments, whe- 
ther it is lawful for the Jews 
to pay tribute to the Koman 
emperour ? 

15 He, confcious of their 
deep difimulation, faid to 
them Why do you thus 
artfully endeavour to draw 
me into a {nare?— Let me 
fee a denarius. 

16 They brought him one 
—He faid—Whote head and 
legend 1S this ? — They an- 
dwered, Ceefar’s, 

17 Tie then faid to them 
—iay to the Roman empe- 
rour what he juftly claims, 
and to God the cuties he re- 
quires—They went away a- 
fionifhed at an aniwer fo wile 
and cautious. 

§—i8 Arter this the 
Sadducees, who deny a fu- 
ture flate, came and propofed 
vo him the following queftion. 

1g Our great legiflator ap- 
pointed, that when an elder 
brother dies without children, 
his younger brother fhall mar- 
ry his widow, in order to 
perpetuate the name of the 
cecealed. 

2c New there was amoneft 
us a remarkable and well 
known cale---There were {c- 
ven brother. — the 
who married and died child- 
Hts. 
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21 The fecond and third 
alfo married, but lefe no chil- 
dren. 

22 In fhort, fhe married 
in fucceflion all the feven 
brothers, and furvived them. 

23 We fhould be glad, 
therefore, you would inform 
us, which of thefe feven bro- 
thers fhall have her to wife 
in a future ftate. 

24 Jefus faid to them — 
You are in this point guilty 
of a moft egregious and fatal 
miftake, arfing from your 
lenorance of the fcriptures, 
and of the extent of the di- 
vine power. 

25 For in a future ftate 
the human race will no lon- 
ser be propazgated—for men 
will be there endowed with 
immortality like the angels. 

26 And with regard to 2 
future exiftence —have you 
never attended to the mean- 
ing of thofe words, which 
Moles heard God folemnly 
pronounce out of the bufh— 
‘¢ Tam the God of Abraham, 
the God of aac, the God or 
Jacob.” 

27 A fufficient demonfira- 
tion of a future ftate — fince 
God is not the governour of 
dead infenfible matter, but 
of contcious intelleence — 
Yourare,thereiore, evil: or 
a mofit dreadful and perni- 
c1ous errour, 

§—28 One of the Jewilh 

Cher GN’ 
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clergy, who was prefent at this 
conference, being sreatly 
pleafed .with the juftacts and 
folidity of this reply, advanc- 
ed up to him, and afked him, 
Which, was the moft impor- 
tane of all the divine com- 
mands ? 

29 Jefus anfwered —The 
primary and moft capital pre- 
cepts are ftwo—the firff 1s— 
that we acknowledge one {u- 
preme God, 

30 and ferve him with the 
moft genuine fincerity, and 
the pureft and fublimeft af- 
fection : 

31 and the fecond—that we 
fhould love our neighbour as 
ourfelves—There is no other 
precept fuperior to thefle two 
in excellence and importance. 

32 The clergyman faid to 
him — You have given, Sir, 
the only true and proper an- 
{wer to my queftion—for in- 
deed there is only one fu- 
preme God ; 

33 and to love this excel- 
Jent and amiable Being with 
a pure, gencrous, and con- 
tant affection, and to exprefs 
in all our actions the greateft 
benevolence to ail our teilow- 
men, iS Gi more intrinfic im- 
portance, anda fervice more 
acceptable to the Deity than 
ail che pompous offerings and 


Chap. xii. 


expenfive iacrifices in the 
world. 
34. Jefus, charmed with 
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this fenfible and intelligent 
anfwer, viewed him vith 


looks of affection and love, 
and faid-— The ailpolitions 
you diicover would no 
long time make you a conver 
to the goipel—From this time 
all defiited from propofing any 
more queitions to him. 

§—25 As Jefus was teach- 
ing the people in the tem- 
ple, he faid — What founda- 
tion have the Jewifh clergy 
for afferting that the Meffiah 
mutt be the fon of David, 

36 Since David himfelf, 
when under the divine afila- 
tus, exprefsly faith — ** The 
fupreme Jehovah faid to my 
Lord, Sic thou at my right 
hand ’ull I have totally fub- 
jected all ny foes.” 

37 You tee David himfelf 
calls the Meffiah his Lord— 
in what fenfe, therefore, 1s he 
his fon — An immente multi- 
tude being here collected gave 
a pleat ed attention to his dif 
courfes. 

§$— 35 Amone other in- 
ftructions he gave them the 
following admonition — Be 
ever cautious of being duped 
and deceived by the hypo- 
crify of the Scribes—who at- 
fect to walk in their long 
gowns with tuch demure fo- 
lemnity, and who are intoxi- 
cated by the fervile reverence 
that is paid them by the fu- 
verititious crowds. 
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29. Wino. {ive stoseretty 
their pride by getting the 
beit feats in places ct pub- 
lic worfhip, and the moft ho- 
nourable places at all public 
entertainments, 

40 Who with unfeeling 
cruclty deprive the widow 
and orphan of their juft pro- 
perty -—-and yet cover this 
mercilefs oppreffion and 
wickednefs with a mafk of 
fupenour janctity and extra- 
ordinary devotion —— U 
en thele hypocrites God will 
inflict the moft dreadiul pu- 
nifhments. 

\ataglbsus 


after this 


f, 


fitting Ovcr- -acaratt the Irea- 
fury, obferved how the pe ple 
came and een CHeM char 


table contributions to os 
ufes— many opulent perions 
gave very confiderable fums. 

Ao Aanonge others) he ta 
a poor widow come and put 
2 two fimall pieces of money, 
beth aro nae in value only 
to. farthing. 

43 Obferving this, he cal- 
ted his dilciples and faid— 
Y affure you, that poor wo 
man hath done a ereater act 
ot charity than all who have 
hitherto contributed. 

44 Por all che others have 
en but a very inconfider- 
e proportion out of their 
e fortunes — but this in- 
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chearfully thrown in all that 
fhe had in the world. 
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I S he was going out of 

the temple, one of his 
difciples faid to him — See, 
Sir, what a magnificent pile 
hie is! and ale at immenfe 
{tones there are tn it! 

2 Telus faid to him — Da 
you admire this vait and iu- 
perb ftructure ? — Jt thail be 
jo totally demolithed, that 
there fhall net be lete one 
{tone {tanaing upon another! 

3 Alarmed at thefe words, 
Peter. james, [ohn, and An- 
drew came to him privately, 
as he was fitting on the mount 
of Olives, which was directly 
oppofite the temple, 

4 and aflked him, when all 
theledreadfulcalamitieswould 
happen, and from what cir- 
cumftances they might prog- 
nofticate their appreach. 

5 Jelus faid to them—TVake 
heed of being feduced by any 
man into fatal errours. 

6 For many impotters will 
publickly appear and afume 
my character, folemniy de- 
claring themfelves the fviel- 
fiah—and will deceive great 
numbers. 

4 And when you hear of 
dreadful battles and bloo: iv 
wars, let theie reports 

ftrike 


not 
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{trike you with terrour — for 
mankind will be harraffec 
with thefe horrid evils before 
the deftruction of this city 
and temple enfue. 

§ For one country will 
commence hoflilities againt{t 
another — one kingdom 1n- 
vade and depopulate another 
—and many regions will be 
fhaken by earthquakes, or in- 
fefted by famine and the other 
devaftations of war — Thele 
evils are but the forerunners 
of the great deftruction. 

g But amidit thefe public 
troubles be careful to miain- 
tain your integrity—for they 
will drag you before their 
courts of Judicature — You 
will be cruelly {courged in 
their public affernblies—and 
for your unfhaken attachment 
to my religion, you will be 
brought beiore heathen ¢o- 
vernours and princes—where 
you will have an epportunity 
of vindicating your principles 
and profeffion. 

10 But before the diffolu- 
tion of the Jewihh covern- 
ment happen, the gofpel will 
be propagated into all na- 
Lions. 

11 When they hailyou, how- 
ever, before their tribunals, 


be not difttreffed with anxious: 
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thoughts concerning what a- 
pology you fhall ofer— but 
fpeak with undaunted free- 
dom in the crifis of your dan- 
ser whatever fhall then be 
iugoefted to you—tor the de- 
tence you will then be able 
to make will not be the effore 
of human wifdom, but the 
dictates of the holy {piric. 

12 Such an implacable en- 
mity will be conceived againt{t 
your profeffion, that even a 
father will deliver up to death 
his own fon — one brother 
murder another—-and chil- 
dren imbrue ther hands in 
their parents’ blood. 

13 And onaccount of your 
principles you will be held in 
almoft univerfal deteftation 
and abhorrence—But he who 
furvives thefe perfecutions, 
and is living when thete ca- 
a iS fhall involve the land 

ts Mien. co be refouee 

= a With eae to the fi fens 
that fhall precede this grea 
event, remember that when 
you . thofe idolatrous ar- 
mies yentioned in Daniel’s 
prophecy#( which every reader 
ought attentively to confider) 
which have fpread fuch ha- 
vock and cetolation in the 
univerfe *, fixing their ftaa- 
dards 


a What dreadfal Aevock and deflation the Romans made among man- 


kind 3s fufficiencly apparent from this paffage in Pelpdies. 
Romans took cities by form, they not only put all the men to the 
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dards round .the holy city — 
then Jet ali the Chriftians who 
are in Judea, haften to the 
m untains. } 

15 Ele, who happens then 
to be on the houfe top, let 
him not ftay to go into his 
houie or take any thing out 
of it, but defcend, with the 
Gniokt precipitation, down 
the {tairs on the outfide. 

16 He who 1s then ee. 
ing in the fields, let him not 
co shack t6 fetch iis cloaths "A 

17 Beyond expreffion mi- 
ferabile will be the condition 
of thofe, whofe fight will 
then be impeded or prevent- 
ed by advanced pregnancy, or 
the incumbrance of fuckline 
jnfants. 

1S Rerventlybeasof God 
that this your haity retreat 
may not happen during the 
rcour and inclemency of the 
winter. } 

tg For the calamities and 

ifferies of chat time will be 

more dreadful and horrible 
than any that have ever oc- 
curred fince the creation of 
the world, or will ever hap- 
pen again to its final diffolu- 
tion.) 

20 And fhould the provi- 
dence of God permit this ha- 
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vock to be of any confider- 
able duration, the whole 
Jewifh nation would be to- 
tally extinét — but, for the 
lake of the pious and fincere, 
God hath fhortened the pe- 
riod of this terrible devatta- 
tion. > 

21 In thefe diftreffing times 
if any one fhall tell you 
The Meffiah is now in fuch a 
place—give him not the leatt 
Credit: 

22 For great numbers will 
then affume the character of 
the Mefiah, and of tnfpired 
prophets, ana will exhibit 
fuch furprifing feats and pro- 
digies, as to impoie even up- 
on chriftians themielves. 

23 Be cautious, therefore, 
of being ieduced by them — 
Confider all the admonitions, 
that | have now fo minutely 
given you. 

24 After the city and land 
of Judea are overwhelmed in 
this deftruétion, the fun fhall 
be fhroudedin midnight dark- 
nefs —the moon {hall be one 
creat blank in the firmament. 

25 Lhe ftars fhall drop from 
their fpheres, and all the hea- 
venly powers be fhook and 
difturbed by the moft violent 
concullions, 
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but even cut the dogs in pieces, and hewed of the limbs of every other 


living creature they found there.” 
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much is the world indebted to Chriflianity for humanizing the difpofitions 


of mankind ! 
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26 Then fhall the Meffiah 
be feen riding on the cloud: 
arrayed in matchlefs clory, 
and triumphing in the moft 
magnificent pomp : . 

27 who will difpatch his 
minifters to make converts 
and form focieties of chrif- 
tlans in every region and 
clime under heaven. 

28 The fio tree reads you 
a leffon of ufeful inftruction 
with regard to this great e- 
vent——When it puts forth 
tender fhoots and opening 
leaves, you with mfing plea- 
fure conclude the approach 
of fummer. 

29 In ike manner do ye, 
when you obferve the feveral 
phenomena, which I have fo 
diftin@ly enumerated, infer 
that the great deftruction 1s 
at hand. 

30 Let me affure you that 
the prefent race of men fhall 
not be deceafed, before all 
thefe my predictions are fully 
accomplifhed. 

31 Sooner fhall heaven and 
earth be annihilated, than my 
words not be verified. 

32 But on what day, or in 
whag particular feafon of the 
year, the city and nation fhall 
be immerfed in this deluge of 
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deftruction, 1s unknowntothe 
angels, to the fon*, to every 
being in the univerfe, Except 
the one fupreme Father of 
all. 

33 Be ever cautious, vigi- 
lant, and fervent in your de- 
votions to God for you 
know not when this dire ir- 
ruption fhall happen. 

34 For as a gentleman a- 
bout to vifit a foreign coun- 
‘ry, prefcribes at his departure 
to his faithful fervants their . 
refpective employments—en- 
1oins upon thei prudenceand 
diligence—and orders his do- 
meftics to live in continual 
expectation of his return; 

35 This fame unremitting 
watchfulnefs I inculcate up- 
on you — for you know not 
in what particular hour of 
the night the mafter of the 
houfe may furprife you. 

36 Be cautious, therefore, 
left at the fudden advent of 
your Lord you be found funk 
in fupine negligence and re- 
pote. 

37 The advice, therefore, 
which I would have you and 
ali Chriftians principally to 
reoard on this occafion, 1s — 
be vigilant. 
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Sees They fevcrely reproved her, 

CTLAR. XIV, theretore, for her indifcre- 
1 9 TL was now only two days | tion. 

to the paffover, which| 6 But Jefus faid to them— 
were employed by the high | Difmis her unmoletted—why 
prieits and Scripcs in anxious | are your refentments fo vio- 
dchberations by what artifice | lent againft her ?— fhe hath 
they might get him into their | performed a pious and affec- 
power, and put him to death. | tionate office towards me. 

2 They reiolved, however,} = 7 Tor you will alway's have 
not to execute their defigns among you objects of coim- 
in the approaching feftival, : pa ion, whom you may cha- 
tor fear the populace fhould | ritably relleeve whenever you 
rife and refcue him. are ditpofed—but my ftay a- 

Some time before this, | mong you will be but of very 

as he was at Bethany, fitting | fhort continuance. 
at table in the houle of one 8 She hath benevolently 
Simon, whom he had cured of | fhowed me all the refpeét it 
leprofy — a woman came up| was in her power to demon- 
to him, having in her hand | ftrate—for this expence that 
an alabafter box > full of per- | fhe hath now lavifhed upon 
as of an immenfe valuc,| me I regard as funcral ho- 

vhich fhe fhook ‘*, and pour- | nours paid ro nie. 
a upon his head. 9 Be affured that in all the 

4. “ine conduct of this wo- | countries of the univerie where 
nn excited the indignation | the goipcel fhall be propagat- 

f feveral who were pretent, | ed, this beneficent action that 
Nae faint one to anotner fre hath done to me, fhall be 
Wher cnd ca im uch extrava- [recounted to her cverlafting 
vance antwer honour. 

5 ‘This box iene in-} ro After this Judas Ifca- 

itcad of beine thus prodigally | riot, one of the twelve a- 
waited, might have been fold | poitles, tecretly went to the 
for above three hundred de- | hich priefts, who were then 
nari, and have relicved many } deliberating in what manner 
poor diltrefied famihes ———| they might apprehend him, 
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and he offered to deliver him 
into their hands. 

11 At this propofal they 
were tranfported with the mott 
extravagant joy, and offered 
him a jum of money, if he 
would execute his defign— 
From that moment he ftudied 


a favourable opportunity of 


furrendering him into. their 
power. 

§—12 On the firft cay of 
unleavened bread, the dit 
ciples came to Jetus and afis- 
ed him, where he would have 
them make preparations for 
killine and eating the pafchal 
lamb. 

13 Upon this he felected 
two from among them, and 
faid to them1— Go into the 
city, and you will meet a man 
in the {treet carrying a pitcher 
of water—follow him. 

14 And into whatever houie 
he enters, go in with him and 
tell the perfon, that your ma- 
{ter defires he would accom- 
modate him with a room, in 
which to cat the pafchal lamb 
with his difciples. 

15 And he will immediate- 
LyRECICUuce. yOu into aclaree 
apartment fpread with a car- 
pet and furnifhed with every 
convenience—-here make the 
neceflzry preparations. 

16 Receiving this orderth 
two difciples went inte the ci- 
ty, and tound every circurn- 
{tance exactly correfpond to 
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what Jefus had told them — 
they therefore made every 
thing ready againft his com- 
ing. 

17 In the evening he en- 
tered the room with the reft 
of his difciples. 

18 But whilft they were 
fitting at table Jefus faid to 
them—lI mott certainly know 
that one of you who are now 
with me, hath formed 
a treacherous rcfolution to de- 
liver me into the hands of my 
eneanes, and will execute his 
defigns. 

19 So unexpected a decla- 
ration threw then imto ex- 
treme forrow and dejection, 
and they began with the great- 
eft folicitucie, one after an- 
other, to afk him, it he thought 
be was capabie of fuch horrid 
wickednels. 

20 He replied —It is the 
perion, who is now helping 
himfelf out of the difh. 

21 The fon of man indeed 
will make that exit which the 
antient prophets predicted — 
but woe to that wretch, who 
is perfidioufly accefiary to his 
aeatn | Thrice happy would 
if be. tor ther wieceh, had ie 
ACVer been Doim:! 
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bread — this figuratively re- 
prefents my body. 

23 After this he took the 
cup, and after folemnly of- 
fering up his gratitude to 
God, ~he eave it to them, and 
they all drank of it. 

24 He then faid to them 
— This reprefents my blood, 
by the effufion of which the 
new covenant will be ratified, 
and the beft intcrefts of man- 
kind be fubferved. 

25 I folemniy affure you 
that I fhall not tafte any more 
wine till the time of the erec- 
tion of the Mefhah’s king- 
dom‘, 

26 After they had fung 
the pafchal hymn, they left 
the city, and retired to the 
mount of Olives. 

27 Here Jefus faid to them 
—You willall this very night 
appear afhamed of my caule 
and abandon me fo that 
your behaviour will be exa 
ly fimilar to what is deferibed 
in the following paffage of the 

ropher — ‘* I will {mite the 
fhepherd, and the fiock fhall 
be immediately difperfed.” 

28 But after my refurrec- 
tion from the grave I will ad- 
vance directly into Galilee, 
and there again converte with 
you. 

29 Peter inftantly replied 
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with warmth—T ho’ the whole 
body of thy companions de- 
fert thee, yet lam deliberately 
determined to adhere to thee. 

30 Jefus faid to him — I 
affuredly tell thee, that this 
very night, before the cock 
hath crowed twice, thou wilt 
utter the moft folemn affeve- 
rations, that thou never hadft 
any the Jeaft connections with 
me. 

31 Peter upon this repeat- 
ed with great vehemence his 
fixed determinations never to 
relinguifh him, and faid —I 
will never abjure thy caufe, 
tho’ [am thereby expoted to 
the moit dreadful and ex- 
cruciating death—All the reft 
of the difciples made the fame 
peremptory affertions. 

§— 32 AFTER this com- 
ing to a place called Gethfe- 
mane, he faid to his difciples 
—Stay here, while I advance 
a little farther and pray. 

33 He then took with him, 

eters James and John—who 
foon perceived him to fink 
into the moft dire dittrefs and 
horrour. 

34 He fail to them—lI feel 
my whole ioul overwhelmed 
In an agony of forrow—my 
heart is pierced and penetrat- 
ed with an excels of anguifh, 
which almoft finks me into 


at which his kingdom properly was 
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death —— Do flay here and 
watch. 

35 He then advanced a 
little way from them, and 
proftrated himfelf upon the 
eround, and earneftly begged 
of God, that the impending 
miferies might be removed. 

20h he words he fervently 
uttered were thefe O my 
Father! thy power 1s equal 
to the execution of every thing 
—Suffer me not to be involv- 
ed in thefe horrid fufferings 
-~ But I check mytelf, and 
with compofure refisn my- 
felf entirely to thy will. 

37 After pronouncing thefe 
words he returned to his dif- 
ciples, and found them afleep 
— he waked Peter and faid 
—Simon, why doft thou iuf- 
fer thyfelf to be thus over- 
come with fleep —art thou 
not able to fit up with me 
one hour? 

38 Awake and earnctily 
implore God, that he would 
not fuffer you to be feduced 
into fin ——— But indeed your 
difpofitions are benevolentand 
fincere, but animal nature 
weak and laneuid. 

39 After this he again left 
them, and fervently repeated 
the fame prayer. 

40 On his return to them 
a fecond time, he again found 
them tunk in deep repoie — 
for they were opprefled with 
fatigue, and were fo over- 
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come with fleep that they 
were at a lols what to reply. 

41 Retiring from them and 
praying, he came back to them 
a third time and faid 
may continue your flumbers, 
and indulge an uninterrupted 
repofe- tor my conflict is c- 
ver—the moment in which f 
am to be feized 1s come — [ 
am in{tantly to be delivered 
into the hands of thofe who 
have long thirfted tor my 
blood. 

42 Rife and let us co — 
the traitor is at hand. 

43 He had not pronounced 
all thefe words betore Judas 
appeared, attended with a 
large body of rufhans, armed 
with {words and clubs, whoin 
the high priefts, fcribes; and 
magiftrates had hired for this 
purpofe. 

44 The fignal, which was 
mutually agreed on was this 
—— ‘ihe perfon, faid Judas to 
them, whom I fhall falute, is 
the man — ihe moment you 
tee me do this, feize and fe- 
cure him. 

45 Accordingly he ad- 
vanced up to him, and in 
the moft refpectful manner 
accofted and faluted him. 

46 Upon which the rabble 
inftantly rufhed upon him and 
apprehended him, 

47 One of Jefus’ compa- 
nions, feeinge this violence, 
drew his {word —— aimed a 
blow 
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low at the head of a flave 
belonging to the hich priett 
—and cut off his ear. 

48 Jelus faid to thofe who 
feized him-—- What induced 
you to trapan me, like fome 
notorious robber, in this clan- 
deftine and outrageous man- 
ners 

49 When | was every day 
inftruc tine the people in the 
temple, you made no attempts 
upen my pert on — But the 
feripture predictions concern- 
Ine me mull reccive their ac- 
compiuthment. 

50 As foon as the difciples 
faw their maiter in the power 
of the rabble, they all Hed 
with the utmoft precipitation. 

51 Amone the oe ae 
of Jetus was a young pertion, 
who was arrayed only in a 
loofe linen vett: 

62 He being feized by 
the officers left his garment 
in their hands, and made his 
eee 

53 Tuosrt who appre- 
Reaaed Jelus, amir iediately 
carried him to the houle of 
the hich prieft, where all the 
principal clergy and magi- 
itrates were convened. 

54 Peter followed the crowd 
at adittance, and entered with 
them into the hall of the hich 
prieft, where he mingled with 
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the fervants, and fat down at 
the fire. 

55 When Jefus {tood be- 
fore this affembly, they all 
ftudied to fuborn perfons to 
cive in fuch evicence as micht 
render him obnoxious to ca- 
pital punifhment—but at farlt 
they were not able to procure 
tuch. 

56 For tho’ there were 
many perfons, who alledged 
againft him crimes that were 
notorioufly falfe and unjuft— 
vet what they {pecifed ap- 
peared too trifine and frivo- 
lous «to condemn him to 
death. 

57 After this certain per- 
fons ftcod up, who maliciout- 
ly mifreprefenting fome ex- 
preffions which he had for- 
merly ufed, faid, 

58—We folemniy declare, 
that we once heard him utter 
theie affertions—I! will totally 
demohth this temple, which 
hath been conftructed with 
fuch infinite labour — and if 
three days time, unafifted by 
any one, P will rear it-up an 
all its focnier {plendour and 
magnificence. 

5Q putemeitier did they 
deem this a fufficient pretence 
for pronouncing the fentence 
of death upen him. 

60 The hich pricis then 


oly, were net an adezuate pretence to give fentence of death 
hos caine up to the pomt, as we fay. 
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{tood up in the midit of the 
affembly, and faid to Jefus— 
Have you no apology to of- 
fer ?>——why do not you vindi- 
cate yourfelf from the heavy 
charges, that are now brought 
again{t your 

61 But Jefus knowing 
their determined refolutions 
to fhed his blood, kept a pro- 
found filence —- The hich 
prieft, a fecond time, folemn- 
ly interrogated him and faid 
—— Art thou the Mefiiah, the 
fon of the ever blefied God ? 

62 Jeius faid — he was— 
and added — you fhall in no 
long time behold an illuitr- 
ous proof that I am—for you 
fhall fee me invefted with 
matchlefs power, advanced 
to the higheft dignity and 
glory, and riding in triumph- 
ant majefty on the clouds of 
heaven’. 

63 The high prieft upon 
hearing this fpreng from his 
feat—rent his veft—and faid 
to the aflembly — What cc- 


cafion have we for farther 
evidence ? 
64 You have heard the 


blafphemics he hath uttered 
—What are your fentiments? 
— The whole aflembly de- 
clared with one unanimous 
voice, that he oucht to die. 

OSAP ie-dep ccs. yas sie 
iooner paiicd, but the rabble 
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began to treat him with the 
greateft indignities—they {pit 
in his face—hoodwinked him 
—the high priefts fervants 
ftruck him with their fifts, 
and faid—Great prophet! de- 
clare the perfon’s name, who 
{truck you lait. 

§— 66 WHILE Peter was 
in the hall impatiently wait- 
ing for the event, one of the 
maid feryants came up to 
him, 

67 and after looking ear- 
neftly at him, as he was warm- 
ine himfelf at the fire, faid— 
Was not you one of the can- 
{tant companions of Tefus of 
Nazareth ? 


68 He declared in the moft 
folemn manner, that he neve: 


was, and that he did not 
know what fhe meant — Go- 
ing after this into the court, 
the cock crew. 

69 Flere ‘another fervant 
maid teeing him, faid to thofe 
who ftood by —That man was 
one of Jelus’ difciples. 

70 Le again peremptorily 
denied, that he ever was— 
upon which the people pre- 
lent gathering round him {aid 
— Undoubtedly thou art — 
for thy diale&t demonftrates 
thec to be a Galilean. 

7i fie then began to bind 
hinulelr with the molt horrid 


imprecations and curfes, chat 
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he never had any connections 
with that man, and {wore that 
he did not perfonally know 
him. 

72 The cock crowed again 
which inftantly brought 
to his remembrance what Je- 
fus hed faid a few hours be- 
fore —— thac ere the cock 
had crowed twice he fhould 
jolemnly deny that he ever 
Knew hin —— Soon as the 
thovght of this rufhed into 
his mind, he muffled up his 
head in his garment *, and 
fhed a flood of bitter tears. 
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I OON as the morn- 

ing dawned, the high 
priefts, the fcribes, the ma- 
giftrates, and all the San- 
hedrim affembled in council 
—and after binding Jeius in 
retters, they carried him be- 
fore Pilate the Roman go- 
vernour. 

2 Soon as he was brought 
into his prefence, Pilate fuid 
to him — Art thou the king 
of the Jews ? — Fle anfwered 
in the affirmative. 


3 The high pricfts then. 


began with great clamour 
and vehemence to accule him 


© This is a juft tranflation of the Greek. 
thoufand citizens dead on the field, he 
covered his face with his gown and wept. 


paffage. ‘* When Cato faw a 
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to the procurator of many 
crimes and mifdemeanours. 

4 But Pilate obferving that 
Jefus continued filent, faid to 
him — Why do not you vin- 
dicate yourfelf from the heavy 
charges that are alledged a- 
gainit you. 

5 But Jefus ftill maintain- 
ing a profound filence, the 
eovernour was altonifhed at 
his conduct. 

6 It had been cuftomary 
for the procurator to gratify 
the Jews at every paffover 
with releafine any one prifo- 
ner, whofe pardon they fhould 
then folicit. 

7 There happened, at that 
time to be one Barabbas un- 
der confinement, together 
with his accomplices —who 
had a little before raifed an 
infurrection in the fate, in 
which a great many cruelties 
and murders had been per- 
petrated. 

§ When, therefore, the 
people, according to the cuf- 
tom he had introduced, be- 
gan to fupphicate the ufual 
favour : 

g Pilate replic.) — Shall I 
gratify you with releafing the 
perfon who iiiles himlelf your 
king ? 
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10 For he was conicious 
that it was only their impla- 
cable malice, which had in- 
{tigated them to thefe pro- 
ceedings 2 acain{t him. 

ae But the high  prieits 
urged the people ro requeft 
him to releafe Barabbas. 

12 The governour then afk- 
ed them—what they were de- 
firous he fhould do with the 
perfon who had aflumed the 
title of their king? 

13 Immediately all the po- 
pulace with loud and vehe- 
ment clamours cried out — 
Jet him be crucified. 

14 Pilate afked them, what 
crime he had committed, that 
deferved capital punifhment? 
—But they with a {till louder 
and more violent vociferation 
roared out — crucify him! 

15 The governour, ftudt- 
ous to conciliate the efteem 
and favour of the people, 
yielded to their reiterated en- 
treaties, and releafed Barab- 
bas—He then fentenced Je- 
fus to be firit fcourged, and 
afterwards dragged to the 
crofs, 

§ —— 16 Arrer this, his 
cuards took him into the 
Pratorium, and called toge- 
ther the whole cohort. 

17 The Roman foldiers, 
being here collected, arrayed 
him in a purple robe, and 
compofing a wreath of thorns 
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in the form of a diadem, they 
fixed it upon his head. 

18 Having invefted him 
with thefe badges of mock 
royalty, they proftrated them- 
felves at his feet, and cried— 
Long live the iluftrious king 
of Judea! 

1g They then ftruck him 
on the head with a cane — 
{pit in his face — and amidft 
this wanton infolence would 
at times fall on their knees, 
and pay him mock adoration. 

20 After they had thus 
made him the fubject of e- 
very infult and indignity ; 
they divefted him of the pur- 
ple robe, and putting on him 
his own cloaths, they con- 
ducted him from the Preto- 
rium to the place of cruci- 
fixion. 

21 In’ their way, happen- 
Ing to meet one Simon of 
Cyrené, as he was coming 
from the country, the fa 
ther of Alexander and Ru- 
fus, they obliged him to car- 
ry the crois. 

22: ‘Phe ?place: to “vhich 
they conducted him, was 
from the execution of cri- 
munals called Golvotha, which 
tranflated fienifies a /rull. 

23 When they arrived here 
they offered him a ttuvety- 
Ing potion, a compofition of 
myrrh and wine — but he re- 
jected it. 
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24 After they had nailed 
him to the crols they divided 
his cloaths into feparate par- 
cels, and caft lots ror them. 

25 It was nine o’clock in 
the morning when they nail- 
ed him to the crefs. 

26 Over his head they 
fixed up this inicription, 1m- 
porting the crime for which 
he fuffered — Yue Kine oF 
THE JEWS. 

27 On each fide of him were 
alfo crucified two thieves. 

28 So that the following 
antient prediction was re- 
markably accomplifhed —— 
‘© T{e made his exit, con- 
founded with the wicked.” 

29 Perfons moreover as 
they pafied by the place, 
loaded him with the mott a- 
bufive language, contemptu- 
oufly fhakine their beaus, anc 
taying—O thou, who could- 
eft demolith the temple, and 
rear it up again in three days 
in all its {plencour ! 

20 Come now deliver thy- 
f-lf from. deatn © inet us dee 
thee deicend trom thy crois! 

31 In the tame opprebrious 
manner, the hien priefts and 
the {cribes mocked and de- 
rided him, faying—fie, who 
refcued fo many others, 1s he 
not able to reicue himieif, 
from death ? 

32 Let us now fee the ilul- 
trious MeMah, the powerful 
monarch of Hrael, defcend 
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from the crofs, and we will 
credit his pretenfions — His 
fellow futterers too upbraid- 
ed hia) in the iame petulant 
manner, 

§—33 Ar twelve o’clock, 
the whole land of Judza was 
fuddenly enveloped in dark- 
nels, which continued 7till 
three in the afternoon. 

34 At three o'clock Jefus 
recited the following paflage 
of feripture with a loud and 
(trong voice—Lloi, Eloi, la- 
ma fabachthani—which rrani- 
iated fienifies —O my God! 
my God! why halt thou a- 
bandoned me! 

35 Some who were pre- 
fent, hearing him utter thefe 
words, faid —— Hark! Fe 
calls upon Elias to fave him ! 

36 One of the guards then 
ran, dipped a {punge in vi- 
negar, hxed it to a reed, and 
reached it to him to drink— 
faying, let us fee whether 
Ehas will defeend trona hea- 
Vem fO take hint front the 
Eris. 

37 Soon atter this Jefus 
uttercd a loud and vehement 
vociferation, and expired. 

38 Immediately the ereat 
vel, which divided the holy 
ot holies trom the fanétuary, 
was violently torn afunder, 
from the top to the bottom. 

39 When the Roman cen- 
turion, who was appointed to 
keep guard, and who was a 

witnels 
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witnefs of the whole fcene, 
beheld the manner in which 
he made his exit, and oblferv- 
ed with what a Joud vehe- 
mence he exclaimed, the mo- 
ment before he departed—he 
was ftruck with aftonithment, 
and faid—Surely this perfon 
was the offspring of a God | 

40 There were, moreover, 
feveral women, who ftood at 
fome diftance, and were f{pec- 
tators of every thing that 
pafled — among thefe’ were 
Mary Magdalene, another 
Mary the mother of James 
and Jofes, and Salome. 

41 Thefe had accompa- 
nied him in his feveral tours 
through Galilee, and had con- 
tributed to his maintenance 
There were alfo among 
them feveral other women, 
who had attended him in his 
laft journey up to Jerufalem. 

§—42 In the evening (the 
next day being the Jewith 
fabbath) 

43 one Jofeph of Arima- 
thea, a member of the San- 
hedrim, and a perfon of a 
moft amiable character, who 
was impatiently expecting the 
erection of the Meffiah’s king- 
dom, went with an undaunt- 
ed refolution to Pilate, and 
begged he would give him 
the body of Jefus. 

44 Vhe procurator appear- 
ed turprized, and could hard- 
ly be induced to believe that 
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he was dead fo foon — ’rijl 
fending for the centurion he 
afked, whether he had ex.- 
pired. 

45 Vhe officer affuring him 
that he had breathed his fait, 
he ordered that the body 
fhould be delivered to Jo- 
feph. 

46 This gentleman taking 
the corpfe down from the 
crofs, fwathed it in fine linen, 
and interred it in a monu- 
ment, which he had dus out 
of the folid rock, and in which 
he defiened his own remains 
fhould be depofited—ie then 
rolled a large {tone to block 
up and tecure the entrance of 
the tomb. 

47 Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of Jofes faw 
him employed in this pious 
office, and remarked the place 
where he was repofited. 


CMAPS AVL 


1 GOON as the fabbath 

was paft, Mary Mag- 
dalené, Mary the Mother of 
James, and Salome, bought 
a laree quantity of aromaii 
{pices to embalm him. 

2 And very early on the 
firft day of the week, they 
fet out in a body for the fe- 
pulchre — the rays of the ri- 
‘ing fun new ftreaking the 
cule e OF ine horizon. 

3 As they went they faid 

it one 
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one to another——-W hom fhall 
we procure to roli away the 
ftone, that blocks up the en- 
trance of the tomb. 

4 But upon their arrival 
they foon obferved that the 
immenfe {tone had already 
been removed from the mouth 
of the fepulchre. 

5 Vhis allowing them a 
free paffage, they immediately 
entered the monun:ent— but 
were greatly frighted with 
the apparition of an angel 
in the form of a young per- 
fon, who fat on their neht 
hand, arrayed in a long white 
tran{parent ftole. 

6 The angel then {poke to 
them and Pe Be not inti- 
midated — You are feeking 
for the body of Jefus of Naw 
zareth who was lately cruci- 
hed—he is not here —he js 
rien from the dead ap- 
proach and view the place 
where they cepofited his 
corpie. 

7 And do you inftantly go, 
and inform Peter and the it 
of the difciples, that he is ad- 
vancing before them into (Ga- 
hlee, where he will exhibit 
himfelf alive before them, 
and converfe with them, as 
he formerly affured them. 
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S Immediately they ifued 
out of the tomb, and ran with 
the greateft precipitation — 
agitated with the moft cumul- 
tuous paffions, aftonifhment, 
terrour, and ecftacy, which 
now ftruggled in their bo- 
foms. 

§—og AFTER his refurrec- 
tion, the very firft perfon that 
he appeared to was Mary 
Magdalene, whom he had 
formerly cured of the moft 
raging ahd dreadful mad- 
nels” 

10 She went directly to the 
difciples, who were now la- 
menting, and inconfolable for 
his death. 

11 When fhe acquainted 
them that he was reaily re- 
{tored to life, and that fhe 
had herfelf an ocular demon- 
{tration of it; they could not 
believe ir. 

12 After this as two of 
them were walking into the 
country, he appeared to them 
in the or m of a ftrancer — 
and at lait difcovered himtelf 
to them. 

12 But when they went 
and told the reft, that they 
had certainly feen him, chey 
could not convince them. 

14 Afterwards he fhowed 


h The number /even in the Jewith idiom was ufed as a fuperlative, and 


to denote a large indeterminate number. 
PieC ting Hades Deut xxv i &. 
see Ovid Pritt, Las ts Gn. 56. 


xi. 6. 
thus ufed in latin authors. 
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himfelf to all the eleven dif- 
ciples, as they were fitting 
toscether at table, and up- 
braided them with their in- 
credulity and ftupid intenfi- 
bility feverely reproving 
them for not crediting the re- 
ports of thofe who had feen 
him foon after his refurrec- 
tion. 

15 Finally, he faid to them 
— Go into all the nations of 
the world, and proclaim the 
glad tidings of the Meffiah’s 
kingdom to the whole crea- 
tion. 

16 Hewho is convinced by 
its evidence, and by baptifm 
folemnly lays himfelf under 
an obligation to live accord- 
ing to his profeffion, fhall be 
faved — but he who difbe- 
lieves and rejects it, fhall be 
condemned. 

17 Thofe who fincerely be- 
heve the gofpel, fhall be en- 
abled to exert the following 
miraculous gifts —I will en- 
dow them with power to e- 
jeé: deemons, and fluently to 
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fpeak languages they never 
icarned : 

18 They fhall play with 
venomous ferpents, unhurt 
— the moft fell poifon, that 
they may drink, fhall not in 
the leaft affect and injure 
them —they fhall inftanta- 
neoufly, by a fingle touch, 
reftore the indifpofed to per- 
tect health. 

19 After Jefus had fpoken 
thefe words, he vifibly afcend- 
ed to heaven—and was there 
advanced, by the fupreme Fa- 
ther of all, to the moft emi- 
nent and diftinguifhed dig- 
nity. 

20 The difciples, accord- 
ing to his laft directions, went 
from Jerufalem into every ' 
country, and promulgated the 
cofpel in every region, into 
which they travelled 





the Lord powerfully  co- 
operating with them, and 


conftantly ratifying the doc- 
trines they delivered by the 
moft illuftrious and incon- 
teftable miracles. 


i From this circumftance it appears ether that Mark did not write his 
gofpel fo foon as hath been generally imagined; or, that this verfe was 
added after the author’s deceafe, as many of the /af verfes of the books 
of the Old Tefament undoubtedly were. 
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i S there have been fe- 
veral perions who 
ave compiled and publifhed 
to the world hiftorical ac- 
counts of thofe celebrated 
tranfactions, for the veracity 
of which we have fuch ample 
and undoubted evidence ; > 
2 having been furnifhed 
with materials by thofe per- 
fons, who were not only the 
preachers of Chriitianity, but 
from the beginning were eye- 
witnefles of the tacts them- 
felves:" 
ecatreptheit exampie | Vo0; 
© mott Ulukrious Theephilus, 
after having diheently ex- 
amined into thee ClVCNES AN 
accurately inveltiga nce them 
to their fource, hive judged 
it proper to digeit eG into 
aregular and connected nar- 
ration, and to exnibit them 
before you ;" 
me lem oveci ac 
On What 


bat you may 
firm and un- 
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fhaken bafis that religious 
fyRem is fupported, into the 
doctrines of which you have 
been carefully initiated. 

5 In THe days of Herod 
the Great, the fovereign of 
Judea, there lived a certain 
prieft called Zacharias, be- 
longing to the eighth weekly 
clafs of Abia — his wife Ehi- 
{abeth was alfo a delcendant 
of Aaron. 

6 They both were perfons 
of the moft amiable charac- 
ters, poffeffed of unfpotted 
virtue and integrity, paying 
an uniform and confelentious 
obedience to all the moral 
and ceremonious injunctions 
of the law. 

+ Their mutual happinets 
was only allayed by the fte- 
rility of Elifabeth, and = by 
confiderations on their ad- 
vanced age, which had now 
precluded the pleafing hope 
of their ever being bleticd 
with children. 

S As this perlon was one 

day 


Chaip..1. 


day difcharging the appoint- 
ed offices of his miniftry in 
the tempie, 

g it being his lot, accord- 
ing to the regulation of the 
priefthood, to fprinkle in- 
cenfe on the iacred altar: 

10 It happened, as he was 
in the fanctuary devoutiy en- 
gaged in this holy employ- 
ment, and the afembled mul- 
titude ftcod in the court of 
the tenyple, offering their fer- 
vent fupplications to heaven, 

11 that a celeftial mefien- 
cer, in a glorious form, fud- 
denly < abe cated to him, and 
{tood on the right fide of the 
altar, as ne was 5 officiating, 

12 So amazing a fight at 
once fufpended all his tacul- 
ties, and ftruck him with fear 
and terror unutterable. 

13 The heavenly form then 
witha p: lacid countenance ad- 
dreffed him and faid—Zacha- 
rias! difpel thy fears !|—Thy 
prayer hath been accepted — 
thy wife Elifabeth fhall bear 
thee a ion, whom thou fhale 
call Fobn. 

t4 His birth will not fill 
thy bofom only with the pur- 
eft tranfports, but the public 
alfo wili {hare in thine ecf{tatic 
raptures. 

15 For he fhall become a 
truly great and illuftrious 


by LUKE. 


107 
perfonage, will through the 
whole of life practife the moft 
fevere and rigid abftinence, 
and in his early years fhall be 
infpired with the divine af- 
Hocus, 

16 By the exercife of his 
prophetic eifts, and the du- 
charge of his diftinouifhec 
minittry, will he reclaim thou- 
fands of the Jews from their 
ices. and poweriully induce 
chem to obey the divine com- 
mands. 

17 By this general refor- 
mation, which he fhall intro- 
duce and execute with the 
sume ardent f{pirit and zeal 
which tormerly actuated F- 
has—-he will again conciliate 
to the Jews the alienated af 
rections of their holy proge- 
nitors—and by reaucing the 
wicked and depr avied tO: vir= 
tue and obedience, wil! pre- 
mare the Jewith nation vor 
the reception of the Mefiah. 

1S Zacnarias faid unto the 
ancel, Ey what proof fhall I 
he convinced of the certainty 
of what you predict, fince I 
aman old man, and my wife 
allo is fo tar advanced in 
rears? 

19 Tam 
the ancel, 
the moft dluttrious of the 
heavenly fpirits *, and have 


an lt 


Gabriel, repiied 


who an 


k To fee the face of a prince and to de iv /is BEG ’nee, 1S an eaftern idicm 


importing the moft illuftrious and dignified | elon, 


M 4 


and the note incre, Heithers 3) Ea: 


See Nat. 2 Vi Fo. 
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teen delegated by the Su- 
preme to communicate to 
thee thele joyful events : 

20 But iince thou wert not 
difpofed to credit thele pre- 
dictions, which { was com- 
miffioned to impart to thee 
— thou fhalt be rendered in- 
capable of {peaking a word 
cll the time of their accom- 
plifhment. 

§—21 Dvuaine this trant- 
action the peopie waited in 
the court of the temple 
wondering, what eeala have 
induced Zacharias to fiay fo 
long in the fanétuary beyond 
the ufual time. 

22 But when he came out 
to pronounce the uiual bene- 
diction and diimifs them — 
he found the faculty of fpeech 
entirely fuipended—he made 
fens to them, by which they 
underftood that he had feen 
a vifion in the temple. 





§—23 WHEN the courfe of 


his miniftration, according to 
the regular prefcribed order 
which had been long cftab- 
lifhed, was fulfilled Lie 
charias quitted the city and 
returned to his own houfe. 

24 Soon after this his wife 
Elitabeth conceived but 
concealed her pregnancy trom 
the world five months, 

25 bletfine God for his 
fneular benignity to her in 
giving her a child, and wip- 
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ing away her dithonour and 
reproach among men, 

§—26 Ix the fixth month 
of Klifabeth’s preenancy God 
deputed the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth a Town in Galilee, 

27 commanding him to 
vifit a certain virgin, whofe 
name was Mary, who had 
been efpoufed to one Jofeph, 
a defcendent from David. 

28 Accordingly the angel 
entered the houfe in which 
fhe refided, and thus accoft- 
ed her — Hail! O thou dit- 
tineuifhed favourite of hea- 
ven, Hau! — The fupreme 
Jehovah deigns to felect thee 
as the object of his love! 
—— Jn happinefs art thou 
infinitely exalted above all 
thy fex ! 

29 The appearance and 
inefiage of the angel filled 
her with the lait terror and 
perturbation——revolving in 
her mind what to extraordi- 
nary a falutation could im- 
port— 

30 While fhe was anxi- 
oufly indulging thefe reflec- 
tions the angel retumed — 
Banifh thy fears—the bleffed 
God hath moft highly diftin- 
cufhed thee, and will confer 
upon thee the ereateft ho- 
nours, that can be enjoyed, 

31 for thou fhalt immedi- 
ately conceive, and bear a fon, 
whom thou fhale call Ye/us. 
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32 He fhall be tranicend- 


ently illuftrious and great, 
and be denominated the fon 
of the fupreme and ever-blei- 
fed God—The moft High 
will advance him to the 
throne of his great progeni- 
tor David, 

33.and he fhall fway the 
Jewish fceptre and govern the 
race of Jacob for ever, and 
his kingdom fhall be without 
limits and without end. 

44 Mary then faid to the 
angel— How is it poffible that 
I, who am as yet a ftranger 
to conjugal embraces, fhould 
conceive, and give birth to 
the illuftricus perfon you 
mention ? 

35 The celeftial meffenger 
replied —Thy pregnancy fhall 
be effected by the miraculous 
operation of the divine fpirit, 
whofe powerful influence will 
immediately communicate life 
and exiftence—on which ac- 
count thy facred offspring 
fhall be diftincuifhed by the 
peculiar appellation of the 
Son of God. 

36 And in order that thou 
mayeft moft certainly con- 
clude that thefe grand events 
will be accomplifhed—be af- 
fured, that Elijabeth thy re- 
lation is advancing in her 
pregnancy, and will have a 
jon in her old age; for fhe, 
‘who hath fo long been reput- 
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ed barren, 1s now fix months 
gone with child. 

37 for the divine power 
is able to efect the greateft 
impoffibilities. 

38 Mary replied—Behold! 
I fubmit my will to the di- 
vine—May I be crowned with 
that fingular felicity you pre- 
dict !—-—T he angel then dif- 
appeared. 

§ — 39 Mary being thus 


'| informed by the angel, of E- 


lifabeth’s conception, haften- 
ed to the mountainous coun- 
try, and entering the houfe 
where Zac jarias dwelled, 

40 went directly to Elifa- 
beth, and congratulated her 
upon her pregnancy. 

41 In the midit of thefe 
joyful gratulations the babe 
of Elifabeth violently moved 
and leaped, as if affected with 
fympathetic tranfport — Eli- 
fabeth then was inftantly fil- 
led with the divine afflatus, 

42 and with ecftatic tranf- 
ports fhe cried out in a loud 
exclamation—Bleffed art thou 
above all thy fex! Bleffed is 
the babe of which thou art 
now pregnant ! 

43 What aftonifhing con- 
defcenfion is this, that the 
mother of the Meffiah thus 
deigns to vifit me! 

44 Amazine circumftance! 
the moment thou didft feli- 
citate me, my babe, as if 

tran{fported 
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traniported with the glorious 
profpect, fprune with rapture 
within me ! 

5 Thrice happy art thou, 
who didft noc diftruft the di- 
vine meffage—for every cir- 
‘cumftance, that hath been 
-ementioned, the divine vera- 
-city will moft certainly ac- 
complith. 

46 Then Mary in a reli- 
aious ecitacy cried out—My 
foul with reverence adores 
my Creator! 

47 and all my faculties 
with tranfport join in cele- 
brating the coody-efs of God 
my faviour! 

48 who hath in fo fignal a 
manner condefcended to re- 
gard my obfcure and hum- 
ble ftation —~ Tranfcencent 
goodnefs ! every future age 
will now conjoin in celebrat- 
ing my diftinguifhed happi- 
nels! 

49 For ever adored be the 
matchlefs goodnefs of that 
omnipotent Being, who hath 
deigned to conter upon me 
an honour fo illuitrious and 
divine ! 

50 His fupreme benienity 
to thofe who obey him wili 
ever continue immutable and 
infinite thro’ all the revolving 
ACS of time and eternity. 

6t How irrefittible 1s ni 
potent arm! How are the in- 
fulent and towerlne imacina- 
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tionsof the opulent and haugh- 
ty crufhed in a moment! 

52 From the proud mo- 
narch he tears his diadem, 
and fixes it upon the brow of 
humble and obfcure virtue. 

53 He degrades the rich 
and infolent to penury and 
wretchednels, and elevates 
oppreffed and fuffering merit 
to opulence and dignity 

54 He hath powertully 
fupported the finkine ttate of 
Ifrael, 

55 continuing to us that 
mercy and benevolence, which 
he fhewed to Abraham and 
his defcendents and will 
amply fulfil thofe promifes, 
which he macie to our ercat 
and holy ancettors. 

56 Mary atter having ftaid 
with ber about three months 
returned home. 

§—57 Tne period of Fli- 
fabeth’s pregnancy was now 
completed —anad fhe was cde- 
livered of a fon. 

58 The joyful news foon 
reached all her relations and 
neighbours — who haiked to 
congratulate hes on tnat dir 
tineuithed happ: nets that hea- 
ven had fhowa her. 

59 The eight day being 
come, on which according to 
the Jewith cuitom the child 
was to be circumcied, thei 
friends and acquaintance ail 
mcet—intendine to call him 
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Zacharias after the name of 
this father : 

60 But Elifabeth oppofed 
them, fayine, He fhall be 
called John. 

61 Againft this they re- 
monftrated—expreffine their 
aftonifhment, that fhe thould 
choofe a name which none of 
her relations bore. 

62 They intimated to the 
father their embarraffment, 
and defired him to fix ona 
name. 

63 He then by fiens afk- 
ed for a writing tablet —— in 
which he wrote his name ; at 
the fame time faying with an 
articulate voice—He fhali be 
called Fobu— Vhey were all 
feized with aftonifhment, 

64 for his fpeech was in- 
{tantanecufly reftored, and 
with diftinct accents he paid 
his pious and grateful ac- 
knowledements to heaven. 

65 Thefe myiterious events 
excited religious awe and re- 
verence in the whole neigh- 
bourhood and in all the 
mountainous country of Ju- 
dea was the fame of theie 
amazing tranfactions foon dif- 
fuled : 

66 And all who heard this 
uncommon relation anxioufly 
revolved all the circumfitances 
of it in their minds — faying, 
What a great and eminent 
perfonace will this child be, 
who 1s thus miraculoufly dif 
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71 
tinguifhed! — The child ex- 
hibited early and convincing 
proofs to every {pectator that 
God was its guardian and 
friend. . 

67 Zacharias was then feiz- 
ed with a divine afflatus, and 
uttered the following fublime 
prophetic ftrains— 

68 For ever bleffed be the 
fupreme Jehovah, the benign 
guardian of Mrael, for plan- 
nine fuch a gracious fcheme 
of redemption for his favou- 
rite nation, 

69 by mercifully raifing 
fuch a potent and illuftrious 
deliverer for us in the family 
of David! 

70 In how fienal a manner 
is he now accomplifhing thofe 
tranfporting aflurances, which 
he commifiioned his holy pro- 
phets, at various times, ever 
fince the beginning of the 
world, to communicate to his 
people— 

7i that he would crufh the 
power of all our inveterate 
foes, and vindicate us into 
perfect freedom and liberty : 

72—that he would accom- 
plifh that gracious promife, 
which he made to our an- 
{tors : 

73—and fulfil every en- 
gvacement of that covenant, 
which he eftablifhed with A- 
braham our great progenitor, 
and ratified by the moft {fo- 
lemn oath : 

74. Exhi- 


yg 


74 Exhibiting before them 
the joyful profpect of that 
happy time, when he would 
completely refcue us from 
the power of our adverfaries, 
and reinftate us in fuch tran- 
quility and peace, that we 
might, in undifturbed repofe, 
ferve him without flavifh iear, 

76 and fpend the refidue 
of our lives in the affiduous 

ultivation and = purfuit of 
univerfal holinefs and virtue. 

76 And thou, O illuftrious 
babe, fhalt foon be difiin- 
guifhed as a moft eminent 
prophet —for thou thalt be 
the immediate predeceffor of 
the Mefiiah, to prepare the 
world for his reception : 

77 and thine appointed of- 
fice will be to publifh to man- 
kind forgivenefs of fins upon 
fincere repentance, and to 
proclaim the {peedy erection 
of the Meffiah’s kingdom. 

78 Theie blefflings are o- 
riginally derived to us from 
the unexhaufled fountain of 
the Divine benignity—which 
hath now caufed this bright 
reiulgent fun to rife upon the 
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world, and to blefs us with 
its mild retrefhing beams, 

79 difpelling that ¢lcoomy 
darknefs, in which mankind 
have been jo long enveloped, 
and by its falutary rays clear- 
ly difcovering to us the path 
that conducts to virtue and 
happinels. 

§—So TE child foon difco- 
vcred an uncommon ftreneth 
and vigour of underitanding 
— but refided in the delarts 
of Judza 7all the time that 


his public muiniftry com- 
menced. 

CH AP. IL 
I BOUT that time an 


edict was pubiifhed 
by Auguitus Cexfar that a 
ceneral cenfus fhould be 
nade throughout the whole 
extent of Judea. 

2 This was the fixfé' cen- 
fus — and was executed by 
Quirinius the praefect of Sy- 
ta: 

3 In confequence of this 
edict: all’ repaired “tothe * 
towns to which they refpec- 


' Tt was the fr/ that Quirinius executed—for he executed oxe @fier- 


ecards, when he was prefect of Syria, which caufed a rebellion. 
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word Amory pa Col here ufid by Luke does not merely fignify to fax, but 
to enroll, regifter, record— Xerxes before the engagement fet a number of 
Writers upon an eminence acroypatiay waTa way! Ta TeaTTopere 
to recifter the particular tranfactions of the fght— When /Emilius was 
cenfor there were enrolled ¢7¢zpatarzo, &c. Plutarch Themult. p. 216. 
and AEmilius, 502. Edit. Steph. 

m This was done in order to prevent confufion in taking the cenfus, 
Pofthumius the Conful iffued a public edié&t that all the Latin allies in 
fuis civitatibus cenferentur. Livil, Lib, 42.'Tom. 3. p. soy. Edit. Elz. 
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tively belonged, in order to 
be enrolled in the public re- 
Gilcer: 

4. Among others Jofeph 
went from Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, to Bethicheni the 
place of David’s Nativity, as 
he was a deitcendent from that 
prince, 

5 to be enrolled along with 
Mary to whom he hades been 
efpoufed—and who was then 
far advanced in her preg- 
nancy. 

6 During their continuance 
here, the time of her delivery 
approached, 

7 and fhe brought forth a 
fon — whom fhe fwathed — 
but was obhged to repofit 
him in a manger—beine un- 
able to precure accommoda- 
tion in the inn, by reafon of 
the vat concourfe of people, 
with which the town at that 
time was crowded. 

§—8 Ir happened that 
there were in the adjacent 
fields a company of fhepherds, 
employing the hours of night 
in guarding their refpective 
flocks. 

g But behold! while they 
were thus occupied—a moft 
glorious and inexpreffible 
{fplendour 7 inftantaneoufly 
furrounded them — and they 
faw a bright heavenly form 
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approach—which filied them 
with the laft confternation. 

10 The angel then ad- 
dreffed himfelf to them and 
faid — ‘* Difpel your terrors 
—for lam commiffioned to 
report to you a moft joyful 
and tranfporting event, in 
which the whole world 1s 
interelted ! 

11 For this very day, in 
the city of David, the Sa- 
viour — the great Mefliah— 
is born! 

12 By thefe tokens you 
may eafily diftineuifh the i- 
luftrious babe—You will find 
him fwathed, and depofited 
in a manger.” 

13 The angel ended—and 
was inftantly joined by my- 
riads of celeftial fpirits, who 
celebrated the divine benig- 
nity in the moft fublime and 
rapturous {trains—repeating, 

14 * Olet the hicheft an- 
gelic orders hymn the prarte 
of God! O what happinefs 
hath now bleffed the world! 
O what ineffable benevolence 
is now exprefled towards 
men ! 

15 Soon as the heavenly 
choir difappeared, the fhep- 
herds {aid one to another—— 
Let us immediately go to 
Bethlehem, and be eye-wit- 
nefles of this grand event, 


" In the original the glory of the Lord—cf tke Lord being the Hebrew 


fuperlative. See Chap. 1. 76. 


which 
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which God hath been pleated 
in this Ggnal manner to com- 
municate to us. 

16 Accordingly they all 
hafted with rapid and impa- 
tient iteps to the town—whcere 
they foon tound Mary and 
.Jofeph anxiouily watching o- 
ver the infant, which was 5 ly- 
ing in a manger. 

17 Soon as they had fcen 
the infant, they publickly re- 
ported every circumftance 
which the angel had recount- 
ed to them concerning the 
child. 

18 And all, who heard the 
account which thefle fhep- 
herds gave of that amazing 
icene of which they haa been 
{pectators, were filled with 
extreme aftonifhment. 

19 But Mary in filent re- 
flection revolved the fhep- 
herds’ words in her mind— 
comparing this recent event 
with former tranfactions of a 
fimilar miraculous nature. 

20 The fhepherds, after 


having publifhed a detail of 


the vifion, returned — cele- 
brating with ercat emotion 
the prailes of God for the 
ereat event they had feen, 
and for his condefcenfion in 
informing them of it in fo i- 
luftriows a manner: 

§—21 On the eciehth day, 
according to the Jewifa cul- 
tom, he ee circumciled 
and they called him Jesus, 
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the name which the angel had 
given him before his concep- 
tion. 

22 And when the time ap- 
pointed 1 in the law for the pu- 
rification of women after child- 
birth was completed——they 
carried the babe into the tem- 
ple, to make the cuftomary 
eeateation of him to God. 

3 For the law prefcribes 
ee every iirit-born male 
child fhail be folemnly conte- 
crated to God. 

24 Mary therefore offered 
a couple of young pigeons— 
the ufual oblation of the poor- 
er foit upon this occafion. 

§—25 Ar this time there 
wasat Jerufalem one Simeon, a 
perfon of eminent piety and 
diftinguithed virtue, who was 
endowed with the gift of pro- 
phecy, and who had hived for 
{ome time in ardent expecta- 
tion of feeing the Meffiah 
ufhered into the world. 

26 Theie his expectations 
were founded on a divine af- 
furance, that he fhould live 
to fee this grand and elorious 
event. 

27 Tis holy perfon, while 
the parenis of Jeius were em- 
ployed in preparing the cul- 
tomary oblation, by aprophe- 
tic impulie and direction came 
into the temple, 

28 and advancing up to 
them, took the child—tolded 
him in his arms—and with re- 

Jieious 
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ligious tran{fport poured out 
his gratitude to God—faying, 

29 O God! thy promife 
to me is amply fulfilled !—— 
I now quit the port of hu- 
mian life with fatisfaction and 
joy ! 

30 fince thou haft indule- 
ed mine eyes with fo divine 
a {pectacle, as the creat Mef- 
fiah ! 

31 Whom thou haft now 
fent into the world to blefs 
mankind— 

32—to impart happinefs to 
Tfrael, and to diffute facred 
light amone the benighted 
Heathens ! 

33 The aétions and lan- 
guage of this good man filled 
Jofeph and Mary with ex- 
treme aftonifhment. 

34 Simeon then folemnly 
gave the infant his benedicti- 
on—and {aid to Mary, ** This 
child is appointed of God to 
be the great teft of the moral 
difpofitions of the Jews 
Many will accordingly em- 
brace, and many will reject 
him—he will be the conimon 
butt ° to which the prejudic- 
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ed and depraved will direct. 


all their malice and calumny: 

35 And the cruel miferies 
and {ufferings, in which they. 
will involve him, will yield 
thee the accuteft forrows, and 
hike a dart? transfix and tear. 
tuy breait. 

§—36 THERE was in the 
city a prophetefs called An- 
na, the daughter of Phanuel, 
belonging to the tribe of A- 
fer, who was oppreffed with 
extreine old age-—-She had 
been married in early life, but 
had loft her hufband feven 
years after her marriage. 

37 This widow, having 
now attained her eighty fourth 
year, had conftantly attended 
the icrvice of the temple, and 
was a mo{t eminent pattern 
of fervent devotion and the 
{tri€teft holineds. 

38 Vhs perfon coming into 
the temple at the fame time, 
poured forth in an ecftacy of 
joy, her warmeft gratitude to 
God, for induleing her with 
a ficht of the Meffiah—and 
reprefented that child as the 
great redeemer to all who 


° The word cuueroy figmines a mark at which men Bcct, or throw. 


P Powoszia fignihes a dart or /pear. 


/Equagque, nec ferro brevior nec romphea ligno. 


Valer. Flac. Argon. Lib. 6. 


In the catalogue of weapons 4. Gellixs mentions this word—fpelling it 


in latin, rump: on which Thyfius’ 


A. Cellius Vat™, 562. 


note is—Propri¢ erat hafilis genus. 


were 


E70 


were at that time ardently ex- 
pecting his appearance 4. 

§—39 Josepn and Mary 
after they had performed all 
the rites, which the law pre- 
{cribed, returned to Nazareth 
in Galilee. 

40 As the child grew up 
he toon difplayed uncommon 
abilities, and a penetration 
ar? wiidom greatly fuperiour 
to his years—there was alfo a 
divine beauty and grace dif- 
fufed over his perton *. 

41 His parents conftantly 
took a journey every year to 
the capital at the feait of the 

affover. 

42 When he had attained 
his twelfth year, therefore, 
they went up to the city, as 
ufual, to celebrate this fo- 
Jemnity—and took him with 
them 

43 When the feftival was 
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ended, his parents fet out up- 
on their journey into the coun- 
try—not knowing thar their 
fon ftayed behind in the city. 

44 For they concluded that 
he was gone down with the 
company among whom he had 
travelied up to the metropo- 
lis—— but when they had ad- 
vanced a day’s journey, and 
made anxious enquiry after 
him among all their friends 
and acquaintance, 

45 without being able to 
set any information where he 
was—they returned with the 
moit painful folicicude to the 
city—fpending three days in 
fruitlefs fearch of him. 

46 At laft they found him 
in one of the courts of the 
temple, fitting among the 
learned rabbies — ftudioufly 
liftenine to their inftructions, 


© ° ° 
and debating with them: 


@ How general this expectation was, appears from the following tefli- 


monies. Percrebuerat oriente sefo vetus et conffens opinio, effe in fatis ut 
eo tempore Judea profecti rerum potirentur. Sweton. Fe/paf. c. 4. Edit. 
Var". p. 735. Pluribus perfuafio inerat, antiquis facerdotum literis con- 
tineri, eo ipfo tempore fore, ut valefceret criens, profectique Judwa re- 
rum potirentur. Jacit. Hi. Lib. 5. 13 Edit. Dull. To St etupavy auzss 
Paris Tess Tor woAsuoy wy wensuGr apewlor @ opsetws ev Tats bicers 
supncvG yerupagi', ws XETA TOY Maipoy exis, O79 TNC Vetag TI 
auto apse: Tus cruswzine. Fo/eph. Lib. @ B. J. Cap. 31. Conlult alto 
Like 1.255 Cl oC 2k Aisa 6 i 

apis 7% @cx means here according to the Hebrew iaiom an uncom- 
mon elegance and grace—of God is the Jewilh fuperlative. Afountains of 
God. oes is ufed inthis tenfe by Luke, Ch: iv.22. and very frequently 
by the Greek writers — For example, in a paffage timilar to this in the 
Ody fley Tow dap’ Adm 

OcomeTimy naTeyeve yap Kegary TE nar wos. Odyil. © 19. 


None of the painters could do juftice to Demetrizs ; he had fuch a dig- 
nity, grace, veges &C. Plutarch Demet. p. 1630. Edit. Steph.—See alto 
Acts vil. 20. and Raphelii not. 

47 And 
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47 Andail, who were pre- [ years, he advanced in wil- 
fentat this conference, were | dom—and by his amiable vir- 
aftonifhed at.the amazing fa- | tues conciltated the love both 

eacity he difcevered, and at | of God and man. 
the pertinency and flolidicy of 
the eae he made to the CHAP. Il. 
queftions propoled to him. 

48 His parents finding him} 1 FN the fifteenth year of 
in this circle exprefled -¢ great the reign of Tiberius— 
furprife—his mother faid to} Pontiu. Pilate being then 
him, My child! what was it | procurator * ot Judaa— fe- 
induced you to act towards us | rod being tetrarch of Galilee 
in this manner —how many | — his brother Philip tetrarch 
bitter forrowiul hours have jof Iturzaand Trachonitis— 
you coft. your father-and mo- | and Lyfanias being tetrarch of 
ther in fearching every place | Abilene. 
for you! 2 Annas and Cataphas be- 

49 He epee why didjing then allo high-prieits — 
you thus diftrefs yourfelves in} John the fon of Zacharias by 
fuch an anxious enquiry after | a prophetic impulle began his 
me ?— Could you not con- public miniftry in the wilder- 
clude, that I was employed | nefs or Judaea. 
in promoting the intereits o1 He firit of all travelled 
my Father? about ali the country that lay 


50 Butthey nderftood not | contiguous to the river Jor- 
the mean: ag Or iis expres aans ~sroclain ping, wherever 
fions. he went, the neceflity Or re 


pentance and amendment of 
life, in order to fecure: the 
civine foreivenels — and ex- 
horting men to teftify the fin- 
Cefity, or their penitence ‘by 


coma toe the rite of bap- 


61 Jefus then went down 
with them to Nazareth, where 
he refided with his parents, 
and diichareed ail the duties 
of filial piety — All thefe fin- 
cular incidents his mother 


freatured Up In-NerMind, aha tit. 
anxioufly revolved them in} 4 This isthe perion eae 306m 
her daily thoughts. Ifaiah hath fo exprefsly cha- 


A A SS ar 


racrerifed in rhe ra eee ing 


62S Jefus advanced in 


s Auctor nominis ejus Cariftus, qui TrpeRrio daperitante, per procucator.m 
Pontium Pilatuza fupplicio aifectus erat. Tacit. Bi: xv. 44. p. 286. East. 
Dublin. 


Vor]. N pafiage : 
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paffage: “ Hark! the Voice 
of an herald, making procla- 
mation in the defert, and cry- 
ing—O prepare forthe {peedy 
adventot the MeMah—{trow 
the path with flowers, in 
which his facred feet fhall 
tread ! 

5 Every valley fhall be 
filled up ', every mountain 
fhall be levelled, and the ir- 
regular path fhall be made 
dire@t, the rugged {mooth ; 

6 andthe whole earth fhall 
behold a moft amazing ex- 
preffion of the divine bene- 
volence.” 

7 Vaft crowds accordingly 
reforted to him to be bap- 
tifed—to whom he thus ad- 
dreffed himielf : ‘* O deprav- 
ed and profligate race ! who 
admonifhed you to fhun the 
impending calamines ¢ 

8 If you come hither as 
profeffed penitents, fhow the 
fincerity and genuinenets of 
your repentance by a virtu- 
ous life —- and do not value 
yourfelves upon having A- 
braham for your great proge- 
nitor — for God 1s able even 
from thefe ftones to form a 
race of men infinitely more 
worthy of Abraham, by in- 
heriting his virtues. 
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g The ax 1s this moment 
lying at the tree’s root—every 
tree that doth not bear good 
fruit, is immediately to be 
cut down, and thrown into 
the fire ”. 

10 The affembled popu- 
lace then anxioully interro- 
gated him what they fhould 
do. 

11 He anfwered—He who 
is bleffed with plentiful cir- 
cumftances, let him freely 
impart food and raiment to 
indigent and diftrefied ob- 
jects, 

12 The collectors of the 
taxes likewile came to be bap- 
tiled — and afked him what 
duties he recommended to 
their obfervance. 

13 He rephed, Avoid. all 
fraud and oppreffion in the 
ditcharge of your ofice—and 
confine yourfelves within the 
juft limits of your depart- 
ment. 

ta The foldiersalfo de- 
manded of him what duties 
he enjoined upon them-—He 
faid, Forbear pillaging any one 
upon unjutt pretences—donot 
bafely inform againft any one 
to enrich yourtelves with his 
fpoils — foment no difturb- 
ances, but be content to 


t This animated language of the prophet reminds one of what Aerxes 


did in his ofentatious expedition into Greece. 


Says Yu/tixe Montes in 


planum ducebat, et convexa vallium aquabat. Lib. u. C. 10. 
u John refers to the deliruction of Ferwalem in this and the 7th and 17th 


Verics. 


live 


Chap. iu. 
live upon the pay that is al- 
lowed you. 

15 The expectation of the 
fpeedy appearance of the Mef- 
fiah being at that time gene- 
ral, and all the Jews, after the 
mott deliberate reflections, 
being difpofed to conclude 
that John was that aug ult and 
facred perfonage, 

16 John took care to un- 
deceive them, making this 
deciaration to the whole af 
fembiy—TI baptize you only 
with water in order to repen- 
tance—but my fucceflor is a 
perfonofinfinitely greater dig- 
nity, to whom I am rot wor- 
thy to do the meaneft office— 
He will baptize you with the 
holy fpirit and with fire ™. 

17 With his fan he will 
winnow and thoroughly clear 
his crops, will tes and 
carefully repofit the good 
erain in his ftore- Hout — 
but the chaff he will burn up 
and utterly confume with in- 
extinouifhable fire * 

18 Thus this eminent pro- 
phet continued to give many 
ufeful and i important inftruc- 
tions to the people ; 

1g “tll at lait Herod the 
tetrarch being exafperated at 
his free’om in rebuking him 
for the atrocious crimes he had 
been guilty of——and above all 
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for his inceftuous marriayg 
with Herodias his brot fe 
Philip’s wife— 

20 caufed him to be appre- 
hended and imprifone:!—ad- 
ding thiscruelty and injuit.ce 
to his many other Hagrant 
enormitie 

§ 21 Amonc the vatt 
multtudes, that crowded to 
ais baptifin, came Je itis 
who being baptil-c Goand pray- 
ing—the “ky immediately o- 
pened. 

22 and the holy fpirit ina 
oedily form defcended upon 
him with the rapidity of adove 
— at the fame time that this 
folemn voice iffued from the 
parted clouds—-** Thou art 
my fon ihe object of my 
fondeft attections.’ 

23 jeius, having now at- 
tained his thirnet h ee ca- 
tered upon his pulslic mitai 
try-— is eee. by hits 
mother’s fide, is canibited in 
the following table. 











Jofeph, his reputed 
father: 

Mary, daughter of 

Heli, the fon of 


Matthat, 
Levi, 
Melchi, 
Janna, 


Joleph, 


24 


2 Referring to the deftruSion of Jerufalem. 


play 


Mattathias, 


" 80 


27 


28 


29 


30 
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Mattathias, 
Amos, 
Naum, 
Efi, 
Nagge, 
Maath, 
Macttathias, 
Semel, 
Joieph, 
Juda, 
Toanna, 
Rhefa, 
Zorobabel, 
Salathicl, 
Nert, 
Meichi, 
Addi, 
Kofam, 
Elmodam, 
Er 

Jote, 
Fhezer, 
Jorim, 
Matthat, 
Levi, 
Simeon, 
Jods: 
Jofeph, 
Jonan, 
Khakim, 
Melea, 
Menan, 
Mattatha, 
Nathan, 
David, 
Jefte, 
Obed, 
Booz, 





34 


Uo 
Si 


oes 


‘J 
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Salmon, 
Naaion, 


Aminadab, 
Aran, 
Kirom, 
Phares, 
Juda, 


Jacob, 
Ifaac, 
Abraham, 
Tharah, 


WNachor, 


Saruch, 
Ragau, 
Phalel, 
Heber, 
Sala, 


Cainan, 
Arphaxad, 
Sem, 

Noe, 
Lamech, 
Mathufela, 
Enoch, 
Jared, 
Maleleel, 
Cainan, 
IEnOS, 
Seth 
Adam, 
GOD. 


CHAP. IV. 


ESUS having recely- 
ed the Givin: afflatus, 


qvitted Jordan—and ina pro- 
phetic vifion had the follow- 


Ing 


Chap. iv. 


ing fcene exhibited before 
him—’ He thought himfelf 
tranfported into a “dreary de- 
fert, 

2 where the devil for forty 
days practiled every infidious 
art to feduce him from his 
duty—during all this {pace he 
thought that he tafted no 
food, and that at the expira- 
tion ot this period he felt the 
painful tenfations of hunger : 

3 ite then thought the 
tempter afaued him and faid, 
Since thou art the Meffiah, 
convert thefe itones into bread 
to fatisty thy raging appetite. 

4 jelus faid to him in the 
wore of {cnipture—T he ani- 
Be lite of man ae be fui- 

ained not by food only, but 
“ any other means that the 
wildom of God fhall fee fit to 
appoint. 

Ss JUie. devil then, ve 
thought, conveyed | him to the 
fieumit of 2 mountain of fu- 
pendous height and in a 
moment exhibited before him 
all the Kinedoms of the uni- 
verfe in all their ftately pomp 
and magnificence ; 

6 then turned to him and 
faid——Ali this crandeur and 
glory will £ beftow upon thee 
for they are mine, and ] 
Javifh them as I pleate— 

7 if thou wilt only pro- 
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{trate thyfelf before me, and 
pay me religious adoration. 

8 Yo which propofal Jefus 
anfwered—Thou wicked ad- 
verfary! depart from me--~ 
for the infallible word of truth 
fays, ‘* Thou fthalt worfhip 
and obey no other being but 
the fupreme God and Father 
OF a 

g The devil then, he 
thought, traniported ae 
through the air to Jerulalem, 
and placed hin) on one of the 
battlements of the temple — 
fayine ro him, at theiametime, 
Since thou art the Meffiah 
throw thyfeif down. 

10 For the icripture fays, 
“* Angels fhall be appointed 
to protect thee, 

i they ive " fupport thee 
in their arms, and prevent 
thee from being daihed 1 
pieces. 

1z Jefus replied — There 
15 anorher {cripture which 
favs Thou fhale not infult 
God? § provi iJenc ce by rufhing 
into danger. 

13 The devil, he thought, 
after having exhauited all his 
-fforts in vain—lJeft him and 
vanifhed away. 

§—-14 Jesus entered Ga- 
lize, endowed with fpiricual 
clits and miraculous powers, 
which he began to exert there 


y See the Notes on Marth. iv. 
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—— fo that his fame was 
quickly difufed through ail 
the adjacent country. 

15 He allo pubtickiy in- 
ftructed the people in their 
religious afleniolies, ana was 
held in univerlai admiration. 

—16 AMONG otner towns 
which he vifited, he came alfo 
to Nazareth, where he had 
been educated — and on the 
fabbath day went, as it was 
his conftant cuitom, to the 
fynagooue — Here he ftooa 
up co read the fcriptures : 

17 And the prophecy of 
Ifaiah being put into his 
hands, he unrolled the vo- 
lume, and lieht upon the 
tollowing patlage: 

18 *° God hath dberaliv 
‘endowed me with the eitts of 
‘the fpirit, and bath commil- 
‘fioned me to deliver gelaa 
tidings to the poor, to con- 
“fole the diftreficd mind, to 
proclaim releafe and liberty 
to the captive, to impart 
fieht to the blind, to pour 
the balm of comfort into the 
wounds of the affitcted, 

1g and to pubhith to the 
world the joyful commence- 
ment of a moft glorious and 
happy revolution.” 

20 Llaving read this paf- 
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Chap. iV. 


iage lhe folded the volume, 
and giving it to the fervanct 
who had prefented it to him, 
fat down ’? —-and the eyes of 
all that were in the place were 
intenfely fixed upen him. 

2: He then acddrefied him- 
lele to them and faid—-The 
paffage of fcripture, which 
you have juft heard recited, 
hath this very day received 
its accomplifhment. 

22 The dilcourfe he now 
delivered raifed in them ex- 
treme aftonifhment—and the 
whole aflembly were amazed 
at the beauty and elegance cf 
his dition *— and yet, they 
faid, this 1s Joieph’s fon | 

23 Jefus faid to them —- 
You indeed apply to me the 
commen proverb, Phyfician | 
cure thine own relations and 
friends before itrangers | — 
work the fame miracles for 
us here in yourcwn country, 
as we heard that you per- 
formed at Capernaum. 

24 But fuffer me to ob- 
ferve to you, That no pro- 
phet meets with acceptance 
in the place of his birth and 
education. 

25 For undouotedly there 
were in Eljtha’s time great 
numbers of indigent and dif- 


‘a Z 
ne ia fa Ma 
lee ee 


z The Jev.ih clergy out of reverence /food up when they read the fcrip- 
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diction. 


when they taught the people they fat down. 
° -yapig 96 often uled in this fc1fe for the beauty of eloquence znd 


AAN wer apis epgimipiscostaremssozin. Odyfl. ©. 175. 


Sce Chap. v. 3. 
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Chap. iv. 
treffed widows in Judza dur- 
ing that moft dreadful famine 
which univerfally raged, when 
there was no rain for three 
years and an half: 

26 and yet the prophet was 
providentially fent to the re- 
lief of none of them—he only 
gave miraculous affiftance to 
a poor widow of Sarepta, a 
town belonging to the Sido- 
nians. 

27 No doubt alfo but there 
were many unhappy perfons 
in Judaea infected with le- 
profy in the days of Elifha— 
and yet not one of them was 
cured by that prophet but 
Naaman a Syrian. 

28 When the affembly 
heard thefe reflections, they 
were tranfported with the 
moft violent indignation and 
rage, 

29 and all unanimoufly 
rifing up, they ferzed him— 
dragged him out of the town 
——and hurried him to the 
fummit of the hill, on which 
the town was built, to throw 
him headlong down the pre- 
cipice. 

30 But he rendered him- 
felf invifible and eluded their 
fury. 

§—31 AFTER this he went 
to Capernaum a town in Ga- 
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lilee, and on the fabbath day 
delivered his inftructions to 
the affembled multitude: 

32 who were all aftonifhed 
at the fublimity and impor- 
tance of the truths he taught 
— for his difcourfes clearly 
evinced, that he was inveft- 
ed with a divine authority. 

33 There was in the af- 
fembly >a man, who was at 
times afflicted with madneis 
—anda fit of diftraction hap- 
pening then to feize him, he 
cried out with a wild and 
vehement vocifcration— 

34 Let usalone, thou Je- 
fus of Nazareth — what con- 
cern have you with us — are 
you come to dettroy us — I 
know very well who you are 
— You are a divine prophet. 

35 Jefus then authorita- 
tively commanded the raging 
difeaie to quit him immedi- 
ately—upon which, tho’ the 
man was now wallowing on 
the sround in terrible convul- 
fions, he was inftantaneoufly 
reftored to his underftanding 
and reaton. 

36 Atafpectacle fo amazing 
they were itruck with extreme 
aftonifhment, and {aid one to 
another What furprifing 
power is here exerred!—With 
what irrefiftible authority doth 





> The reader of the facred writings fhould remember that there were no 


5 


mad-houfes in Judza either public or private—but thefe unhappy wretc!.es, 
wulgarly fuppofed to be poffefled with demons, were fuffered to. rambie 


about. - 
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he remove the moft obftinate 
and incurable difeafes ! 

37 The fame or his mira- 
cles was accordinely toon dif- 
fufed thro’ ail the acjacent 
country. 

§—38 Tue worfhip of the 
fnicogue being conc luded 
he vent intc Simon’s houfe— 

The mother in law of Simeon 
was at that ti me confined to 
her bed by a fee and they 
informed him oi her condi- 
tion. 

a9 He immediately went 
into her room—and, ftand- 
ing over lier, rebuked the 
fever——every fymptom va- 
nifhed in a moment—the role 
up in perfect health, and pro- 
vided them refreihment. 

§—4o Wuew the fun was 
going down, all who had re- 
lations and friends labouring 
under any diiorders, brought 
them to him—Cn every one 
of thefe he laid his hands, and 
they were in a moment blefi- 
ed with perfect health. 

41 Many perfons alfo who 
were afflicted with madnets 
he reftcred to the ofe of their 
intellects but fuffered not 
the diftraéted to publith his 
character by any wild and 
noify exclamations. 

§—42 Tne next day, foon 
as the morning dawned, he 
privately retired from the 
multitude to an unfrequented 
folitude — but the crowd, 
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foon as they difcovered that 
he was abient, made diligent 
fearch for him—and finding 
him, earneitiy importuned him 
ae he would ccntinue a- 
menait them. 

432 But he anfwered I 
muit pubhih in other towns 
the joyful news of the {peedy 
erection of the Ee Of 
God—tor this 1s the will and 
appointment of Frira who fent 
me into the world. 

44. ide accorainely travel. 
led to all the tov ns of Gali- 
lee, “and publiciy.celivered 
his doctrines ja ivna- 
SOSUES, 


me em er ae 
ft Wer eR this as he focc 

Lh inftraciin.. the people 
nearthelakeorGonnelaret, he 
was fo much incommoded by 
2 prodigious multitude who 
preiied torwards to hear his 
doctrine, 

2 that feeine two vefiels 
lying, which the fihermen 
had juit quitted in order to 
dry their nets, 

3 he went on board one of 
them which belenged to Si- 
mon, and defired him to put 
off a little from fhore——tie 
then fat down, and from the 
boat taught the affembled 
crowds, that formed them- 
felves on the rifing beach. 

4 When he had ‘fnifhed his 
difcouei fe, he bad Simon row 
further 
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further into the lake—and to 
caft in their nets. 

5 Simon anfwered, Sir, 
we have fuftained great fa- 
tigue during the whole night 
without any fuccefs—at your 
command, however, I will 
make one trial more. 

6 They threw in the net 
therefore, and inclofed fuch 
a prodigious number ot fifhes, 
that the net was ready to be 
tornin pieces by the immenfe 
weicht of them. 

7 tak hey called to their part- 
ners in the other boat to come 
inftantly to help them—thefe 
hafted to their affiitance—and 
they Icaded both vefcls with 
fuch an amazing quantity, 
that they were with difficulty 
ae from one 

When Simon Peter faw 
shis aftonifhing {pectacic, he 
proftrated himlelf at the feet 
of Jefus and faid Ocsir, 
leave me!—Iam_a finful man, 
andunworthy your facred pre- 
fence! 

g For he and all who were 
{pectators of this great mira- 
cle were ftruck with the latt 
aftonifhinent at the vaft num- 
ber of fifhes, which they had 
caught. 
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10 James and John, Zebe- 
dee’sfons, were prefentonthis 
eccafion, and were Simon’s 
partners-—Jefus being a wit- 
nefs of Peter’s creat” amaze- 
ment and confternation faid 
to him, Difcard thy fears— 
from this moment thou fhalt 
puriue a nobler prey—thou 
fhale refcue mankind from the 
depths of fin and ruin‘. 

11 When they had hauled 
the veffels to fhore » they left 

all chat they had, delibes rately 
determining to be his con- 
tant follower 

§—12 ee in one of the. 
towns in that country, a man 

dreadfully infected with lepro- 
fy came and prottrated him- 
telf before him—taying, Sir, 
{am perfuaded you are able 
to-ree ine trom: this loath= 
iome diftemper. 

13 Jefus extended his hand 
—touched him and faid, lam 
willing to reftore thee to 
health ~Initancly che lep- 

rous fcurf was no more. 

14 Jelus then faid to him, 
I charge thee to inform no one 
of the miraculous cure thou 
haft recerved—but go imme- 
diately and fhow thyielf to the 
pricftt—and offer the cultom- 





¢ Zaovyecw fignifies to fave alive captives. 


Layee ArTpsos Yrs ov 


He flew great numbers, but faved alive five thoufand, 


Plutarch Demetris, p- 1004. 


S’akia Sekar aroma. 
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ary facrifice as a public con- 
viction and evidence that thou 
art perfectly cured. 

15 But notwithftanding 
this peremptory injunction 
the man publifhed the report 
of his miraculous cure every 
where—fo that a prodigious 
multitude excited by the fame 
of it collected around him to 
hear his inftruétions, and to 
be healed of various dilorders. 

16 The concourfe of peo- 
ple was fo tumultuous and 
troublefome, that he was o- 
bliged privately to withdraw 
from them into a remote and 
dolitary place—that he might, 
withoutdifturbance, inthatre- 
cefsoffer his devotions toGod. 

§—17 Asour this time it 
happened as he was inftruct- 
ing the people and working 
great numbers of fignal and 
iluftrious miracles the 
Pharifees and  expounders 
of the law, who had come 
from Jerufalem, and from e- 
very town of Judzea and Gall- 
Jee then fitting around him— 

18 that a number of men 
carried on a couch a poor ob- 
yect afflicted with the palfy— 
intending to Jay the unhappy 
creature at his feet. 

19 But finding it impofi- 
ble to approach his perfon by 
reafon of the crowd, they af- 





d See an 
geo Commentators on Mark 11. 4. 
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cended the ftairs on the out- 
fide of the houfe °— and tak- 
ing off fome tiles in order to 
force open the trap door that 
was in the roof—they thro’ 
this door Jet down the help- 
lefs paralytic into the midft of 
the company before Jefus. 

20 Jelus conicious of the 
faith they repofed in his mi- 
raculous power, turned to the 
adicted perfon and faid—All 
thy paft fins be now for ever 
pardoned ! 

21 The Scribes and Bhat 
fees hearing theie exprefMions 
their hearts fecretly fug- 
gefted thefe fentiments—W ho 
is this perfon that utters fuch 
horrid blafphemy ! None but 
the great God can forgive 
fin! 

22 Jefus, who perfectly 
knew the human mind and 
all the reflections that were 
formed there, faid to them 
Why do you induige in 
your breafts fuch invidious 
thoughts ! 

23 For which is eafheft— 
to forgive his fins—or by a 
word to make this helplefs 
creature, fhakine with the 
pally, to rife and walk home ? 

24 But you fhall fee an e- 
vident proof that the Son of 
man is endowed with power 
on earth to forgive fin—Fle 
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account of the Jewifh buildings in Dr. Shave’s travels, and 
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then immediately turned to 
the paralytic and faid—Rife 
—take up thy couch—and 
walk home. 

25 That inftant he rofe up 
—— threw his couch upon 
his fhoulders and waiked 
through the crowd towards 
home, in en ecflafy of religi- 
ous gratitude to God. 

26 Immediately all prefent 
were ftruck with extreme afto- 
nifhment, and devoutly ador- 
ed God—unanimoufly declar- 
ing, that they had that day 
been fpectators of the moftt 
{ftrange and amazine {fcene 
that had ever been difplayed! 

§—27 Passinc fome time 
after this by the collector’s 
office, he faw one of the tax- 
gatherers called Levi — and 
faid to him, Follow me. 

28 The man did not hefi- 
tate a moment, but immedi- 
ately left his employment and 
his all, and followed him. 

29 Levi that day made a 
grand entertainment for him 
at his houfe —=to which he 
alfo invited a great number 
of tax-gatherers and their 
friends—who fat down along 
with Jefus, 
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30 At this his public con- 
duct the Scribes and Pharifees 
were greatly difeufted, and 
faid to his difciples— What 
induces your matter to featt 
and keep company with pub- 
licans © and perfons of fuch 
immoral characters ? 

31 Jefus overhearing them 
faid—As the healthy have no 
occafion for the phyfician, but 
medicine is folely of ufe to 
the indifpofed , 

32 So my defien in com- 
ing into this world was not to 
Invite the virtuous —thofe 
are already fuch as I am de- 
firous they fhould be — but 
to engage profiigate finners 
to repentance and amend- 
ment of life. 

§—33 Some perfons at that 
time faid to him, Why do 
John and the Pharifees enjoin 
upon their difciples fuch fre- 
quent fafts and rigid aufteri- 
ties — while you allow your 
difciples to indulge them- 
lelves in fo free and unre- 
{trained a manner? 

34 He rephted—-Can the 
friends and companions of a 
bridegroom faft and afflié 
themielves during the days 
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relieve the cities of Afa, that were then miferably haraffed by the pub- 
Jicaizs—the inhabitants being compelled, thro’ their rigorous and exorbj- 
tant demands, to fell their beautiful fons and daughters, and the pic- 
tures, ftatues, and other rich ornaments of their temples.” Plutarch 
Lucu}. p.g21. Steph. Well then might the poet fay of them: | 
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of nuptial feftivity and joy? 

— fr eas be highly incon- 
fittent and abfurd, while the 
bridegroom is v. ith them, to 
practie the ticors of abitin- 
ence, and immerfe 
felves in gloom and mielan- 
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ares time cell on 
come, when the bridegroom 
fhall be violently torn trom 
them——their days of mourn- 
ing and melancholy will then 
commence—tife added, 

36 For me to enjoin anum- 
ber of fevere and painful ob- 
fervarices ie my duiciples, 
who have been educated in 
the manner they have been, 
and but lately embraced imy 
caufe, would induce them 
immediately to abandon and 
abjure it, and would be a 
conduct as imprudent and 
abiurd as for a man to join 
a piece of {trong new cloth 
to an old aad obfolete gar- 
ment, which would only con- 
tribute to ma ike it tear the 
worfe. 

37 Or for me to impofe a 
courte of rigid aufterities up- 
on my difciples would be as 
incongruous and fatal as for 
a man to put new wine into 
old fkins £ —~ by the ferinen- 
tation of which the {kins 
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would burft and the hquor 
be fpilied. 

38 But as men forfee- 
ing the danger, in order that 
they may incur no dlerriment, 
put new wine into new {kins 
—fothe fame difcrere trear- 
ment 13 requilite to preierve 
my difcinles fready os at~ 
tuched to me. 

39 Andasno man, having 
been aceuftomed to drink o/d, 
can bring hinsfelr at firft to 
relith joe wine—-—fo are net 
thele reconciled at once toa 
new, who have been dong he- 
bituated to anof7, inititution, 
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= happened that as Jei- 
us was pafling through 
fome corn fields on the fab- 
bath that firft § followed the 
fecond day of the paflover fo- 
lemnity—his difciples, as chev 
vent along, plucked fone of 
(he ears, fand ubbing them 
in their hands, eat he corm, 
2--<SOIme 10, THE ees. 
who were prefent, conceiving 
violent reflencment at their 
conduct, faid to them, Why 
do you viclite in this manner 
the facred duties of the tab- 
bath °? 
To this reprooft Jefus re- 


G5 wine was folely keptl in fkins—ep J” srvers yeuey 
She poured the wine into a goat- ree 


Sce Lamy’s in- 


phied 


Chap. vi. 
plied—Have you forgot what 
David did on a like occali- 
on, when he and his attend- 
anis were urged with hunger ? 

4 Do not you remember 
that he went into the houfe 
of God, and refrefhed him- 
felf and his companions with 
the facred bread, which it 1s 
highly impious Gok any but 
the priefts ta tafle *? 

5 He added—that the fon 
of man was authorifed to {ct 
men free trom thofe fabbati- 
cal ceremonies and feverities 
which they had impoied. 

§—6 ENTERING On ano- 
ther fabbath into a fynagogue 
and inftructing the people— 
there happened to be in the 
affembly a perfon whofe right 
hand was withered. 

This circumftance in- 
{tantly excited all the atten- 
tion of the Scribes and Pha- 
rifees— flattering themfelves 
thatif he fhould cure this per- 
fon on the fabbath, it would 
afford them fufficient caufe tor 
ceniuring and condemning his 
conduct. 

8 But he perfectly knew 
the perverfe thoughts and ma- 
hignant difpofitions that lurk- 
ed in their breafts—He then 
ordered the man with the wi- 
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thered hand to fiand up in the 
midit of the affemily. 
9 He then turned to them 





you, whether it be lawful on 
the fabbath day to perform 
benevolent or matevclent ac- 
tions —- tofave or to Geitroy 
hte a y kept a profound 


coe 


them ane a mixture of pity 
and inc ignation at their per- 
verfeneis and obftinacy, ‘aid 
tothe men, extend thine hand 
—Fle extended it—and 1t was 
inftantanecufly reftored to the 
fame perfect {tate as the other. 

11 But the Scribes and 
Pharifees were inflamed with 
the moft violent rage and re- 
fentment at him—and confe- 
derated together how they 

ght murder hia 
ABOUT that time 
he retired to 2 mountain to 
pray, and continued the whole 
night in an eee 

13 In the morning he con- 
vened his ates and 
legted from..amonz them 
twelve nerfons whom he de- ~ 
nominated Apofties. 

id 1,5Sinoa 1 eter 

2. Andrew 
Bo. jarnes 
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John 
Philip 
Bartholomew 
Matthew 

Thomas 

g. James, fon of Al- 

phzeus 

10. Simon, the Zealot* 


16 11. Jude, brother of 
James 
12. Judas I{cariot. 

17 Having made choice of 
thele he defcended with 
them to the plain— where 
there {tood the body of his 
followers, and an immenfe 
multitude of people from Je- 
rufalem and from every part 
of Judza, and from the ma- 
ritime country that lay con- 
tiguous to Tyre and Sidon— 
thefe were come to hear his 
do&trines, and to be miracu- 
Joufly cured of their various 
diforders. 

18 Accordingly thofe, who 
Jaboured under madnets or 
any other the moft inveterate 
and obitinate difeafes, then 
received inftantaneous and 
perfect cures. 

1g So that all who were 
afflicted with any diftemper 
{trove to touch him —for by 
afingle touch, fuch was the 
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powerful efficacy that was 
derived from himh, every in- 
difpofition was in a moment 
expelled. 

20 Jefus then looking a- 
round upon his difciples di- 
rected the following difcourfe 
to them—Happy are ye who 
are endowed with true hu- 
mility —you are the worthy 
members and ornaments of 
the gofpel difpenfation. 

21 Happy are ye who are 
now in indigent circum- 
ftances, but contented and 
refigned —— your fuffering 
virtue will be moft abun- 
dantly recompenfed—Happy 
are ye who now with fincere 
contrition and remorfe de- 
plore your paft fins — your 
prefent forrow fhall be chane- 
ed into ecftafies of joy. 

22 Happy are ye, when 
the world fhall purfue you 
with implacable hatred and 
deteftation—when men fhall 
violently expel and banith 
you from their fociety—when 
they fhall load you with abute 
and calumny, and hold even 
your very names in abhor- 
rence on account of your 
fteady and unfhaken attach- 
ment to my caule. 

23 In fuch an hour in- 


X This name was given him on account of his being a very ftrenuous 
and evar advocate for the Chriftian caufe—Phuonius was a zealous friend 
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_ dulge the higheft tranfports 
of heart-felt joy and rapture 
——— for in heaven there 1s a 
elorious crown for perfecuted 
virtue — The wife and holy 
prophets in former times fur- 
fered the very fame indigni- 
ties. 

24 But dreadful will be 
your future condition, O ye 
rich, whofe hearts fuperiour 
wealth inflates with pride and 
infolence—Your happinefs is 
only confined within the nar- 
row limits of this life. 

25 Dreadful too will be 


your future unhappinefs, who 


now riot in luxury and in- 
temperance—you fhall be ex- 
cruciated with tamine— Dire 
alfo will be your mifery, who 
yield your hearts to all the 
exceffes of criminal gaiety and 
levity you fhall be over- 
whelmed with a flood of bit- 
ter forrow. 

26 Dreadful will be your 
future punifhment, when you 
gain the applaufe of men by 
preaching fuch doctrines as 
flatter and palliate their vices 
— The falie prophets and im- 
poftors in former ages were 
thus univertally careffed and 
honoured by the abandoned 
and depraved. 

27 | enjoin upon all my 
auditors the following funda- 
mental principles of my rell- 
gion—Love your enemies— 
do friendly offices to thofe 
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who purfue you with hatred 
and malevolence, 

28 Speak well of thofe who 
and 
return the abufe and calum- 
nies of thofe who injurioufly 
alperfe and revile you, with 
prayer. 

29 My religion requires 
you to fubmit to unjuft and 
contumelious treatment ra- 
ther than requite it by revenge 
and to recede from your 
right in fmall matters, rather 
than contend for it in quar- 
relfome law-fuits. 

30 Refufe not your bene- 
volent affiftance to thofe who 
follicit it and as to thofe 
who may violently wreft from 
you any part of your proper- 
ty, rather incur the lofs with 
patience than reclaim it with 
paffion and outrage. 

31 Perform the fame kind 
offices to others as you your- 
telves would reafonably ex- 
pect if you were placed in 
their circumftances. 

32 What merit have you 
in loving only thole, whom 
you know will return your 
love—this is rifing to no high- 
er attainments than perfons 
of immoral characters do. 

33 And what virtue do you 
exercife in doing beneficent 
actions merely to thofe, whom 
you are conicious will requite 
you-——a conduct which even 
the wicked obferve. 
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34 And what fuperiour 
acquirements do you diplay 
by only lending to thole, 
whom you are fure will repay 
you—The ford.d and avarici- 
ous worldling thus lends to 
another, becaufe he js cer- 
tain of being reimburfed. 

35 Butit is incumbent up- 
on you to rife to higher de- 
grecs of moral excellence and 
virtue—Do you love and do 
beneficent actions even to 
your enemies, and lend to 
worthy objects in diftrefs, 

without the mercenary hopes 
of a requital—tuch illuftrious 
virtue will be amply recom- 
penied, and exalt you to the 
moit ekevated and diftincuifh- 
ed degrees of future felicity 
—Thus you will refemble the 
all-diffufive goodnefs of God, 
who extends his | penignity to 
the ungrateful and wicked. 

36 Be ye therefore com- 
paffionate in imitation of the 
divine compafhion. 

37 Be not rath in ceniuringe 
and condenining others, lot 
you provoke God tojudee you 
with fimilar reor— Sut ge- 
rcroufly forgive, and erafe 
from your -bredts the errors 
and injuries of your fellow 
creatures, and God will 
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fences you have committed 
acainitt him. 

38 Give to objects of com- 
paffion, and God will re- 
quite you with anample, fo- 
ad and luperlatively @ olorlous 
recompenie '— Tor the fame 
conduct which you obferve 
towards men, to that will God 
conform in the day of future 
retribution. 

39 He then figuratively 
faid—Can one blind man with 
jafety lead another ? — Will 
not both miserably wander 
and perifl ? 

40 The pupil is neceffarily 
inferior in wifdom and {ci- 
ence to his preceptor — but 
every ftudent ought™ to ftrive 
to attain the dame accuracy 
and perfection of knowledge 
a3 his mafter hath acquired. 

at Why fixeit thou thine 
eye upon thy brother’s con- 
duct with a penetration that 
the flightcit foible cannot 
cicape——~—tho’ at the fame 
time thou thylelt are guilty 
of great and fcanlalous vices. 

42 Witn what face canit 
thou admonish others of their 
errors, and exhort them to 
amendment of Jite, when 
ching “own: Cofcducl- Ise. no 
torious intuit upon thine ad- 
— ‘hou hypo- 
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crite! farft reform what is 
criminal in thine own hfe— 
and then gravely remontirate 
again{t the petty faults and 
tollies of others’. 

49 “Phere.1s no good. tree 
that beareth dad fruit — nor 
doth a bad tree bear good fruit. 

44 The true nature of e- 
very tree is infallibly difco- 
vered by its fruit -—~ Thorns 
produce not the lufcious he 
——the bramble bears not the 
generous grape. 

45 The good actions of a 
virtuous perion flow from the 
pure fource of a good heart— 
the actions of a bad man 
come ftained and tinétured 
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from the impure fountain of 
a corrupt heart "—For men’s 
outward actions and conver- 
{ation are but the overflow- 
inos of their hearts. 

46 Of what avail is the 
moft zealous profeffion of my 
religion, when feparare frem 
the itri€t obfervance of the 
duties I enjoin? 

47 Iwill reprefent to you 
by the following fimilitude 
the folid and unfhaken prin- 
ciples of every virtuous pro- 
feffor of my religion, who 
hears the important truths 
with attention, and practiles 
them with conftancy. 

48 "Such an one refem- 


bles 


1 There are many beautiful paflages in the clafics which inculcate this — 


ufeful advice. 


Cum tua pervideas oculis mala lippus inunctis, 
Cur in amicorum vitlis tam cernis acutum, 
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Peras impofuit Jupiter nobis duas : 

Proprius repletam vitiis poft tereum dedit, 

Alienis ante pectus fufpendit gravem. 
Hac re videre noftra mala non pofiumus, 


Ali fimul delinguunt, cenfores fumus. 


Phedri Fab. Lib. iv. 9. 


m There are fome fine lines to this purpofe in that charming moral 


poet Euripides. 


O uev rovnpG, edev araAdAg wane xaxrG° 
Os cBaQ@, ¢Sa@- she Guy.goras ura 
bug Srepsere’, adaa vensG@ ear’ ass. 


Which I have thus tranflated. 


The vitiated heart is wholly bad, 
The good one, good: Nor infults, nor aftigtions 
Can dry its fource, or taint its lucid ftreams : 


It flows the fame, perennial in goodnefs. 


Eurip. Hecuba 5g4. 


n Saint Lec‘» eminently diftinguifhes himfelf in thefe two lait verfes as 
an elegant grec. writer—They vie in propriety and beauty of diction with 
the moit celebrated pafages of the clajics both of Greece and Reme. 
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bles a perfon who intending 
to build an houle, lays its 
foundation deep in the folic 
rock—fo that when the tor- 
rent roars, and the winds and 
waves on every fide affail 1— 
it braves their united fury, 
and ftands uninjured—being 
founded on the immoveable 
bafis of a rock. 

49 But he who is a pro- 
effor of the gofpel, and lives 
in open violation of its pre- 
cepts, 1s like a man who 
building an houte lays its 
foundation on a loeole and 
Aiud furface—which is un- 
able to iuftain the flrock of 
the “firlt florm. that beats a- 
gain{t it, but inflantly finks 
and falls in wide and deplo- 
rable ruin. 


On, ie i he had fetfi- 
ct prececing Cif- 
courfe Wik ee people | 
with pleated ‘i ane he en- 
(Creu Into Ce eanonm, 
out hay ippened about tus 


3) 
° I . 3 
tile tit eC lalon s 


itt tte 
{ht the i} 


The Ulittory of Jesus 


Powe Ved ar lia tat 


Chap. vil. 


rite flave was very danger- 
oufly fick, paft all hopes of 
a recovery. 

3 When the Roman of- 
hcer heard that Jefus was in 
the town, he tent to the Jew- 
ifh magiftrates, begging they 
would wait upon Jefus, and 
prevail with him by their en- 
treatics to come to his houfe, 
and heal his beloved flave. 

4 The maentrates accord- 
ely came to y Jelus, and fol- 
licited this favour of him in 
the moft earne{t terms—and, 
in order to enforce their pe- 
tition, beftowed the hicheft 
commendations on the dif- 
tincuifhed worth and cha- 
racter of the centurion. 

Particularly applauding 
the love that this gentleman 
bore to the Jews and to their 
religion—which he had ma- 
nitefted by erecting a p ge 
OY rele OS worlhip tor chem 
Ar we OW ,eApence., 

GO. Jelisaamedittesy coms 
phed with ver ae and 
went alone wich thein—but 
when he nee now almort Bain 
fe, the centurion 
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fent one of his friends to him 
—begging he would not put 
himielf to fuch inconvenience 
upon his account, for that he 
deemed himfelf unworthy to 
admit fo divine a perionage 
under his roof, 

7 alluring him, that he re- 
poled fuch confidence in his 
power, thar he wes perfuaded 


that by a fingle word he 
could reftore his flave to 


perfect health, 

S and acquainting him — 
that as he, who was a Ro- 
man oficer and juon ited to 
maintain ftrict ditcipline in 
his troops, could make his 
military orders obeyed the 
moment he gave them — fo 
with the fame facility he be- 
heved he was able to make 
the moft obftinate difeafes 
obey his powerful centroul. 

9 When Jefus heard this 
mefface, he was ftruck with 
aitonifhment — and turnirs 
himfelf round faid to the 
crowd that followed him, ! 
affure you J] have not found 
in any one Yew fuch a diftin- 
eulfhed inftance of candour 
and of confidence in my pow- 
er, as in this virtuous Avea- 
then! 

10 Accordingly when thofe 
who delivered this meflage 
returned, they found the in- 


aifpofed flave in perfect 
health. 
§— 11 It happened the 
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day after, as he wes tau... 
Be EO ton) eli, ee, 
accompanied wth Be Va, 
Dereon prot edi 
riples, and by ah ammenic 
pee Halatieren ca Bs ople 
12 at avery hive diflaace 
rom the place, a fancral- pro- 
ieee a Pies 
number of the innabirants 
were attending to the erave 
‘fon of 
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17 When Penis fee ner 
bathed in fare. and OVver- 
whelmed in a dood or grid 
10 ates ing + pec tacle fil- 
ed him with the fre sneelt iy ne 
pathy and compar ion———-he 


Wen Ny fO.alcr and Sad.) 
reprefs her forrow. 

14 He then advanced up 
to the bier—which the fun- 
porters teeing {tcod | Cil—and 
reas it, tard, O youth a- 


cr 


15 Inftantly the dead bo- 
dy fat up, an ud poke= a} clus 
then preiented Lhim to his mo- 
ther. 

16 Such an amazing icere 
filled all who were prétent 
with foletmn reve one 
awe-——and they poured f 
their ae 11 adorations to 
Goa, faying——WV nat an illul- 
trious pro oboe hath appeared 
among us !—— What. henal 
bleMings hath Ged bee pleat- 
ed to confer upon his fa;our- 
ite people ! 
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17 The report ° of what 
the people unanimoufly de- 
clared on this occafion was 
{oon univerfally diffufed, not 
only in the adjacent country, 
but in every part of Judea. 

§—18 Tuedifeiplesof John 
hearing the fame of thefe ftu- 
pendous miracles reported 
them to their mafter — upon 
which he immediately felect- 
cd two of them, 

tg and difpatched them to 
Jefus, beeeing he would in- 
term him, whether he really 
was that eminent perfonage 
whom they had fo long and 
ardently expeéted—or whe- 
ther he ftill was to be the fu- 
ture object of their hopes. 

20 siccordingly they wait- 
ed upon Jelus, and faid 
John the baptift hath deput- 
ed us to you, beg@eine to be 
informed whether you are that 
Uluftrious prophee the ferip- 
tures teach us to expe¢ct—or 
whether fome cother 1s ftill to 
be the object of our hopes. 

21 It happened that at 
the time when they deliver- 
ed their meflage, that Jefus 
was c¢mployed in reftoring 
ficht to the blind, and reafon 
to the difordered in mind— 
and in freeing great numbers 
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of people from a variety of o- 
ther maladies. 

22 Jelus after performing 
thefe feveral miraculous cures 
in their prefence turned to 
them and faid—Go and de- 
liver to John a faithful ac- 
count both of what you have 
feen yourfelves and heard 
reported by others—Tell him 
that the blind are reftored to 
their fight, the lame to the 
afe of their limbs, the lepers 
to perfect health, the deaf 
to their hearing, the dead to 
life, and the dejected {pirits 
of the poor are exhilarated 
with the joyful profpect of 
immortality °. 

23 And thrice happy is he 
whom neither the obicurity of 
my birth, or the meannefs of 
my circumftances, are able to 
prejudice againft me. 

{—24 Arrer the depar- 
ture of John’s meffengers, Je- 
{us took occafion folpeak tothe 
collected mulutudes concern- 
ing John—He faid to them, 
What fudden phanomenon 
induced you to flock to the 
wilderneisinfuch vaft crowds ? 
—Did you haften thither with 
uch eager fteps to fee fome 
common and trivial object ? 

25 What was it attracted 
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The very accurate Mackaight hath 


tov, the good 


{uch 
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fuch univerfal admiration ?— 
Did you all repair thither to 
jee fome perfon who fuddenly 
made his appearance there ina 

eay and fantaftic drefs ? 
No! Rich and {plendid 
robes are worn in the magni- 
ficent palace, not in the drea- 
ry wildernels. 

26 What was it then you 
crowded to fee there ?>—Was 
it a prophet ?—Yes—and a 
prophet | afure you of great- 
er eminence and dignity than 
any of the preceding. 

27} or thisisthe very perfon, 
who is the objeét of the fol- 
lowing preciction in Malachi 
—Behol!! I will fenda mef- 
fenger .o be thy forerunner, 
in order that univerfal atten- 
tlon may ve excited, and that 
the minds of men may be pre- 
vicuny difpofed to receive 
thine inftructions.” 

28 I affure you that under 
the mofaic difpenfation there 
never appeared a prophet of 
fuperior eminence to John the 
Baptilt—neverthelets the moft 








ignoble and obfcure teacher of 


the gofpel is invefted with a 
fublimer office then he was. 
29 [he common people in- 
deed, and particularly the tax- 
gatherers, heard his inftructi- 
ons with candid and unprejudi 
ced minds, and fubmitted to 
his baptiim——vindicating the 
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wildom, and chearfully com- 
plying au the gracious de- 
figns, of God in ‘lending fuch 
an ilofnods prophet. 

30 But the Pharilees and 
the doétors otf the law would 
not be baptifed by him, but 
with invincible obftinacy re- 
jected and truftrated the kind 
Intentions of heaven for their 
reformation and happinefs. 

.31 *But fuch is the per- 
verfene!s of temper that the 
prefent generation difcovers, 
that no method of inftruétion 
will produce upon them its 
intended effects—They may 
be properly compared 

32 to anumber of peevifh 
children, who are determin- 
ed not to be pieafed with any 
thing their companions fay or 
do—who, when their play- 
fellows are in the height of 
mirth and chearfulnefs, ap- 
pear fulky and tu ome but 
are immediately in tranfports 
when they fee others diifoly- 
ed in tears. 

33 The difingenuous per- 
verfenefs of the PEC ent age 
is evinced from the averfion 
and contempt they have e- 
qually fhown both to John’s 
inftructions, and to mine — 
tho’ our methods and man- 
ners were entirely diffimilar— 
for John practied rigid ob- 
ftemioufnefs, and affected 
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2 great 


19% Toe EVies 


great aufterity and mortifica- 
tion in his diet and dréefs— 
upon which they exclaimed 
— A mad Ss 

24°) Reto Orrin. Onette 
CGN are. Thidied are fin- 
ego al Bete le edno fcru- 
ples abouta any particular kind 
of ivod aad liquor; but free- 
ly affociated and converte. 
with men ofall proreihio ns NC 
conditions without diftin 


q 
4 
4 
7] 
i 


yécr0n 
——Vecwti eu areacniouled, 
and cry out——What a flave 


toanp: ge luer ! ee exceMively 
fond ne wine! What an int- 
parable companion of tax-ga 
therers and ouner profligate 
Wrete..<4 

Ree TNO. comy NO: Are thc 
realavicras-or Virtues conic: 
romney tS iy aluabie Worth, 
‘mbrace ii, whatexterior fomn 
fuever it afumes, and obey 
its Cictates in what method 
and manner ivever they come 
reeoirirended, 

ye 38 Asout this time 
one of the Puiariees afked 
iti eo. cine Sarl hint ——e 
cemphed with the invitation, 
Ane Went ANIC Aimy -fO-ns 
houfe, 

ay Butas he, wasat table, 
a Wola Insthe-towi ot a 
immoral cnaracler, bearing 
that he was at dinner in the 
Phariice’s houfe, brought an 
elabaiter box, full of rich per- 
fume, 
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ehteting tie room, 
ns 4eet. bathed inxa 


, failine 

, c = ) 
on nis teer fhe ass them 
with he 701 edifheveticd hair, 


and after npriniing on them 
Ene chile een ees dine 
diffiled over then the rich 
and fragrant perfume 

oo When the senueman, 
vio invited hi um, law (ac: be; 
enerene of this woman, and 
thot the {3akl inteprov e:|— 
he could not forbear iayinge to 
hinfeli—Ic is impofiible this 
perion can be 2 prophet !— 
ftad he been endowed with 
proshetic erits ie would have 
known that this woman, who 
takes thefe liberties wel him, 
is an abandoned finner. 

so But jJefus, who knew 
te eerel 7 erce IONS. Ne ante 

duloed, turned to him and 
ia i] defire your fentiments, 
Simon, on the folloy ving oe 
—Be pleafcd, Sir, he replied, 
to recite it 

vig alas a ete eentleman 
had two debtors one 
owed him five hundred de- 
Narn, tae -otler htty. 

As VW inecre itor exe 
amined into their affairs, and 
found theny both to be in 
wretched” and indigent Cin 








cumltances, he @eneroufly ex- 
punged the whole debt which 
they botis acted — 


hag CO 
Now which of thefe two will 


be 
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be affected with moift erati- 
tude and love to their bene- 
tactor ? 

43 In my judement, re- 
plied Simon, that perion will, 
who had the greateit debt 
{ reely remitted—Your deter- 
mination, iaid Jefus, is un- 
doubtedly } ath 

+4 He then pointing to 
the woman {aid to Simon — 
See this affectionate penitent ! 
When I entered your houfe, 
you gave me no water to 
wath my feet — This defect 
fhe hath fupphied by bathing 
my feet with her tears—and 
viping them with her hair. 

45 You gave me not the 
friendly and accuftemed fa- 
lutation — but fhe, from the 
moment fhe entered, hath 
imprefled many affectionate 
kiffes upon my feet. 

46 You gave me no oil to 
anoint mine head '— but the 
hath perfumed my feet with 
the mot grateful fragrance. 

47 For which extraordt- 
nary and mott affectionate 
teftimony of her love to me, 
J aflure you, that all her nu- 
merous crimes fhall be for 
ever cancelled — and as the 
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love of the beneficiary will 
be in proportion to the 
nefaction conferred—he who 
hath a imall debt remitted, 
being touched with a propor- 
tionally {mail degree of gra- 
ntude—-fo this woman hav- 
ing all her crimes, watch are 
very numerous, at once to- 
tally oblit erated, will love her 
benefactor a the highett 
deeree of and con- 
{tancy. 

48 He then turning tothe 
women faid—from this mo- 
ment all chy pait fins are for- 
given ! 

ag The company who fat 
at table with him, hearing 
fuch language, jaid one to 
anotier. Wiis perion is this, 
who chus ampiowly ; arrogares 


AC aOur 


to himfelfa power to forgive 
fins? 
50 But Jeius, ditregarding 


their invidious murmurs, re- 
peated his aflfurance to the 
woman, faying, ‘Phe faith you 
have repoied in me hath te- 
cured to you this bleffine — 
Go and enjoy ail that mental 
happinefs, wiich fo diftin- 
auithed a favour mutt im- 


part, 


§ Wafbing the feet and anointing the head with oil, were the fir? civilities 
that were paid, both among the Fews and Greegs, On entering a triend’s 


houfe. 
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Thefe friendly cuftomary o‘hees this Pharifee had neglected. 
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PVE ‘this: Jefus, 


atrended with his 
twelve diiciples, took a tour 
thro’ the towns and villages 
in thofe parts—proclaiming 
where-ever he came the joy- 
ful news of the {peedy ELeC- 
tion or the kinedom of Gad. 

2 The foi lowing women 
allio now acco. apanied him, 
whom he had miraculoully 
healed of dreadful and inve- 
terate diicafes— Mary Mac- 
dalene, whom he had cured 
of raging madnefs ; 

3 Joanna, the lady of Chu- 
za king Hered’s fteward, Su- 
fanna— and many other wo- 
men befides, who all jupport- 
ed him by their generous and 
charitable contributions. 

~§—4 There being about 
this time an immenfe con- 
courfe of people from all the 
neighbouring towns collected 
together, he addrefted to them 
the following parable. — > 

5 An hufbandman went 
out to fow his grounds—and 
fcattering his feed in every 
direétion around him, fome 
chanced to fall upon the 
hard beaten path, where the 
birds, impelled by hunger, 
foon picked ical. 

6 Others fell upon ‘rocks 
flichtly covered with a thin 
furface of foil Into 
which being admitted, it in- 
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| ftandy fpruns EP and as in- 
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ftantly ae d — bei ae en- 
ircly deftitute of mcif are to 
fupply and invigorate it. 

7 Some {cli among weeds 
— which fhooting their tall 
uxuriant topsubove it choak- 
ed ane kalled it. 

8 Cthers fell upon good 
foil—in whofe genial bofon 
being foftered and nourithed, 
it bleffed the hufband Iman) 
with a rich and copious in- 
creale——At the cone eon of 
this apologue he exzied his 
voice: and: tatd... doce every 


one whom Ge: hath endow- 
ed woth underftanding and 


reafon cultivate and Improve 
thofe powers ih teoay ugent 
ftudy of truth and wi idom. 

9g His difetnles a afterwards 
ccining to him, in private beg- 
eedine would give the ex- 
plication of the fable he had 
juft recited. 

10 Re fard to them 
Your virtuous difpofitions 
entitle you to an unrclerved 
acquaintance with the pecu- 
liar truths and difcoveries of 
the cofpe! difpenfatton— but 
the prejudices of the mixed 
multitude oblige me to throw 
over naked truth the veil of 
fiction—for the moral difpo- 
fitions of the prefent age are 
fuich,<that-tho’ “they dee: the 
moft fienal miracles they are 
not convinced ; and tho’ they 
hear well-attefted accounts ips 

the 
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the exertion of fupernatural 
power, they give thefe re- 
ports no credit. 

11 Hethen gave them the 
following explanation —~ By 
the feed is denoted the in- 
{tructions of the golpel. 

12 By the feed that fell 
on the hard beaten path are 
reprefenced thofe whofe hearts 
are rendered callous and in- 
fenfible by prejudice and vice 
— and whofe irregular and 
predominant f¢ paflions deftroy 
ail the good cuca that 
can be imparted to them. 

1 By the teed that fellon 
the rocks fightly covered 
with foi are intended thofe, 
who with tran{port embrace 
the doctrines of the gofpel, 
as icon as piopofed to them 
—but being deftitute of that 
native soodnefs of heart into 
which 1is principles may ftrike 
root, their convictions are but 
temporary —— fo that when 
the firft pe:-cution affails 
them, they immediately re- 
nounce it and apoftatize. 

tas he deed thac- tell a= 
mong thorns indicates thole, 
who admit the principles of 
the gofpel—but worldly anx- 
iety, the luft of gold, and an 
ever-raging paffion for fenfual 
pleafures in: ercept all nou- 
rifhment from it, and kill it 
before it hath attained to its 
maturity. 

15 The feed received into 

2 
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sood ground correfponds to 
the native probity and genu- 
ine virtue of thofe, who hay- 
ing admitted the truths of the 
cofpel, faithfully retain and 
cherifh them in a good heart, 
and by affiduous culture ad- 
vance them to the hisheft 
degree of improvement and 
perfection. 

16 Tie moreover faid to 
them The knowledge 
{ communicate to you In pri- 
vate, do you freely impart 
to others in public — for a 
lamp is not lighted with a 
defign to fhut it up in a veffel, 
or to hide it under a bed — 
but in order to be fet on fome 
confpicuous place, that its 
ufeful beams may be diffufed 
around. 

17 Letthe important truths, 
therefore, in which I inftruét 
you in fecret, be openly pro- 
mulgated, and let the world 
profit from thofe ufeful in- 
itructions which have been 
dictated to you in filence and 
folitude. 

18 Be careful, therefore, to 
attend with diligence to the 
leffons of duty I deliver to 
you —— for he who hath by 
the diligent cuitivation of 
his intellectual powers alrea- 
dy gained any meafures of 
knowledge, fhall receive a 
greater and nobler acceflion 
to his prefent fund — but he 
who fuffers his mind to ruit 

in 
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in floth and indolence will in 
time forfeit thofe very im- 
provements which he may 
have already made. 

§—ig Arter this, as he 
was initructing the people, 
his mother and his brothers 
wanted to fpeak to him, but 
could not gain acceis to his 
perfon by reafon of the fur- 
rounding multitude. 

20 A perfon who Boe 
ed them waiting without, {a1 
to him— Your mother and 
brothers are now ftanding on 
the outfide of the crowd, de- 
firous to {peak with you. 

21 Upon this information 
he turned to the multitude 
and faid — I efteem thole as 
my neareft and dearett rela- 
tives, who dilicently attend 
to divine inftruction and cen- 
ftantly obey it. 

§—z2 Some time after this 
he and his difciples going a- 
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board a veffel, he ordered 
them to row acrofs the lake. 
ze During the pafiage he 
funk into a profound lieep— 
in the mean time it blew a 
dreadtul ftorm — the waves 
lafhed over-the fides of the 
veffel, and they were in im- 
minent d Aneer of being Jott’. 
oe this frichtful erifis 
hey Cane! rbout eter in great 
terrour and waked him, cry- 
ino-—Sir! we are perifhing! 
we are all perihing ! — He 
cot up and authoritatively 
commanced the winds to be 
filent, and the billows to 
ceale their roaring—Inftantly 
they were hufhed — initantly 
there infued a perfect calm *. 
25 He then faid to them, 
How weak is the confidence 
you ftill repofe in my mira- 
culous power! — But this a- 
mazing fcene ftruck them 
with 


inexprefMfible aftonifh- 
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ment, and they tcoked one 
upon another, fine WY hat 
ftupendous | Ee er Go we here 
tee exerted! Wher an ilui- 
trious and Pan peronags 
is this, who only fpesks, 
the tempeftuous winds 

agitated feas obey his fove- 
reign mandate | 

26 They foori reach ed the 
oppofite fhore, which was in 
the region of Gacar a, an d di- 
reétly « over-acain{t Galilee. 

27 Immediate! y upon his 
landing he was met by aman, 
who was formerly an inhabi- 
tant of the town, but had 
been for a very confiderable 
time afflicted with raging 
madnefs —this wreiched op- 
ject lived not in any houle, 
but rambled naked among 
the dreary fepulchres of the 
dead. 

28 As foon as he faw Je- 
fus, he ran up to him, and 
with a violent and frichtful 
vociferation cried out, O Je- 
fus, fon of the moft high Ged! 
what bufinefs have you with 
me! Let me entreat you not 
to agoravate my torments. 

29 This unhappy creature, 
whom Jefus was going mira- 
culoufly to heal, was fre- 
quently agitated with fuch 
vielent fits of diftraétion, 
that he would burft the 
ftrongeft bonds and fetters, 
in which he was confined, and 
with frantic rage and fury 
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th into the wild and unfre- 
quented eters. 

30 fetus afked hin 
name—niv name, | 
is Legion 
mons ha 
me. 

21 The madman then bee- 

ced that he would not pre- 


cipi itate his Gemons into the 


>] 
Stor al Levit} 


& 
ve taxen peffefiion of 


: profound aby{s. 


2210 happer: ed thet th 
was, at fome ditance sve a 
herd of fwine feeding on a 
mountain ——-— the rmnedman 
uttering fuch extravagant 
things as perons diulordered. 
in their intelleéts als 


always do, 
earneftly importuned Jefus 
that the dz 


mons which were 
in him might enter the fwine 

—— Jelus accordingly futfcred 
the {wine to be Teized with 
nadnefs. 

33 Immediately the whole 
herd rufhed forward in the 
wildeft confufion — ran with 
the greateft violence down a 
{teep precipice—pluneed in- 
to the lake—and all perifhed 
in the waves. 

34 The keepers, who were 
fpeCtators of this fcene, fled 
with the utmolt precipitation 
and alarmed the town, and 
country around. 

35 Struck with an account 
fo aftonifhing, great numbers 
foon flocked to the place to 


convince thenvfelves of the 


truth of thefe faéts — When 


this 
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this concourfe of people came 

to Jefus, and found the mad. 

man fitting at his feet in tran- 
quility and compofure, re- 
conciled to the ule of cloaths, 
and reftored to the full en- 
jyoyment of his intellectual 
powers — they were icized 
with the laft terrour and a- 
mazement. 

36 Thofe then who were 

relent gave them a diftinct 
detail of the whole tranfaction 
—how the herd was loft, and 
how the diftracted perfon was 
miraculoufiy healed. 

a7 Upon this the people 
wis were affembled on this 
occafion from every part of 
the adjacent region of Ga- 
dara, were feized with ex- 
treme terrour, and unani- 
moufly entreated him to leave 
their country — at their unit- 
ed folicitation he went aboard 
the vefiel, defigning to re- 
pafs the le. 

38 Here the perfon, whom 
Jefus had lately cured of 
madnefs, feeing him about to 
depart, began | to follicit him 
in the moft carneft terms, 
that he would permit him to 
be his infeparable companion 
— But Jefus d difmifted him, 
and faid, 

29 Go home, and report 
to thy relations fc country- 
men the orcat bleffings that 
God hath beftowed upon thee 
— Upon this he departed, 
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and pubdlifhed in every town 
and place where he came, 
what a monument he was of 
the miraculous power of Je- 
fus ! 

40 On his arrival on the 
oppofite fhore a vaft multi- 
tude, who all ardently wait- 
cd his return, faw and receiv- 
ed him with tranipore. 

41 Here a perion of great 
eminence, called Jairus, the 
principal ruler of the fyna- 
gxooue, advanced up to him, 
and proftrating himfelf at his 
feet, nplored nim to go with 
hin: to his houfe, 

42 telling nim, overwhelm- 
Si aerhocdon oriel- tnatiis 
only daughter, who was about 
twelve years of age, was now 
in the agonies of Ccath 
Jefus imimediately went along 
with the ruler — but in his 
way was greatiy embarrafled 
and incommoded by the fur- 
rounding crowds. 

43 Amone whom was a 
woman who had for twelve 
years been greatly afflicted 
with a flux of blceod, and 
had fpent all her tortune in 
makine trial of various phy- 
ficians, but could not receive 
any benefit from all the dif- 
ferent remedies they had pre- 
icribed. 

44 This perfon ftole foftly 
behind him, and unperceived 
by any one touched the hem 
of his garment — That very 

; moment 
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moment the blood ceafed to 
flow. 

45 Jefus immediately turn- 
ed round and afked, who it 
was that had juft touched him 
— Thofe who were around 
his perfon declaring they had 
not, Peter and fome others 
who were with him faid to 
him, [iow is it pofible, Sir, 
but this muft happen, when 
you are encircled and preffed 
on every fide with fuch an 
immenfe crowd. 

46 Jefus faid, Somebody 
hath touched me—for I am 
confcious that falutary virtue 
hath been educed from my 
perfon. 

47 The woman feeing, 
that fhe could not pafs undii- 
covered, came up to him ter- 
rified and trembling, and pro- 
{trating herfelf at his feet, 
told, before the multitude, 
the caute that had induced her 
to touch him, and that fhe 
was inftantaneoufly reftored 
to perfect health. 

48 Jefus faid to her, 
Daughter, remove your fears 
your confidence .in my 
power hath effected your cure 
—Go and aflure yourfelf that 
your difeafe is forever expelled. 

49 During this tranfaction, 
as he was {peaking thefe 
words, a meffenger was dif- 
patched to the ruler, inform- 
ing him, that his daughter 
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had breathed her laft, and 
that the prophet need not 
trouble himifelf to come down 
to the houfe. 

50 When Jefus heard this 
meffage delivered, he faid to 
theruler, Difpel your forrows 
—repofe an unfhaken confi- 
dence in my power, and fhe 
fhall be reitored to life. 

5t Entering the houfe he 
fuffered none to accompany 
him, but Peter, James, and 
John, and the parents of the 
young lady. 

52 Here a mournful fcene 
prefented itfelf——all in the 
houfe were diffolved in tears, 
deploring her premature and 
unhappy death—Jefus faid to 
them, put an end to thefe 
excefles of grief and forrow 
——the young lady 1s not dead, 
fhe 1s only funk into a pro- 
found fieep. 

53 For thefe words the 
mourners could not forbear 
exprefiing by their looks the 
contemptible opinion they had 
of him as a prophet—they all 
knowing very well that fhe 
was really dead. 

54 He then, after order- 
ing them all to quit the room, 
took the dead body by the 
hand, and with 2 loud voice 
cried, Young lady rife! 

55 Vhat moment fhe was 
reanimated—that moment fhe 
got up He then ordered 


them, 
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them, as a convincing proof 
that fhewas reftored to perfect 
health, to bring her victuals. 

56 So amazing a ipectacle 
feized her parents with the 
Jaft aftonifhment—whom he 
ftrictly charged not on any 
account to divulge the mi- 
racle. 


CHAP. IX, 
I BOUT this time he 


called his tweive difci- 
ples together before him in 
a body, and folemnly inveft- 
ed them all with a power to 
expel madnefs and every o- 
ther obftinate ciieafe. 

2 When he nad endowed 
them with {piritual gifts and 
miraculous powers, he fent 
them out to publifh the joy- 
ful news of the gofpel dif- 
penfation, and to confirm 
their doctrines by miraculous 
cures. | 

3 Before he dilmified them 
he faid, Make no anxious 
provifion for your journey, 
and take with you neither 
bread or money, neither two 
flicks, or two upper gar- 
ments. 

4 Whatever families ad- 
mit you, fhow yourlelves 
content and fatisficd with the 
accommodations you meet 
with——-and remove not to 
any other all the time you 
itay in the place. 

5 Whatever towns: refufe 
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to give you and your doc- 
trines a favourable reception, 
at your departure rave up 
the duft under your ieet up- 
on them, for a public tefti- 
mony of their incredulity and 
Impenitence. 

6 With thefe inftructions 
they departed, and travelled 
thro’ the towns and villages, 
proclaiming every where the 
joyful news of the {peedy 
erection of the kingdom of 
God, and healing every ma- 
lady to which the human bo- 
dy is lable. 

§—7 Wren Herod the 
tetrarch heard of all the~ mi- 
racles he perrormed, the fame 
of which was now univerially 
celebrated—it filled his breaft 
with painful uncertainty and 
perturbation, becaufe fome 
aflerted that he could be no 
other than John, whom pro- 
vidence had raifed from the 
aead, 

8 Others again perempto- 
rily averred that it was Ehias, 
who had made his appearance 
—while a third party as {tre- 
nuoufly contended that he 
was fome other of the antient 
prophets, whom God_ had 
now reftored to life. 

g But Herod aid —I be- 
headed John—but who 1s 
this perfon of whom I hear 
thefe ftrange accounts ? — 
The repeated information he 
received of his amazing mi- 

racles 
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racles greatly excited the king’s 
curlofity, and he difcovereda an 
extremie defire to fee Jefus. 

§—io Tue apoftles hav- 
ing executed the commiffion 
he gave them returned, and 
oave Jelus a particular detail 
of the fuccefs they had met 
with —- He then took them 
with him, and privately with- 
drew into a remote folitude, 
ata confiderable diftance from 
a town called Bethfaida. 

11 But the multitude re- 
marking the place whither he 
had retired, they all followed 
him, and collecting together 
around him in this recefs, he 
difcourfed to them on the prin- 
ciplesand duties of the goipel 
—and healed all who labour- 
ed under any indifpofition. 

12 When the day was now 
‘far advanced, the twelve dif- 
ciples came to him, and re- 

minded him of the neceffity 
of difmiffing the multitude 
—that they ‘night have time 
to reach the neareft towns and 
villages, and provide them- 
felves accommodations — for 
the piace they now were in 
was an uninhcoited defert. 

ie He fard to them, Pies 
nifh them yourtelves with re- 
frethment — all our prefent 
{tock, they replied, amounts 
only to five loaves and tw 
fiflies~—uniefs you would have 
us go and buy vidluals for 


this immenife multitude. 
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14 For their number a- 
mounted to about five thou- 
fand—He then ordered his 
difciples to make them fit 
down in regular companies— 
ae in a company. 

5 They obeyed his in- 
‘ons, and diipofed all the 
people in a methodical and 
uniform arrangement, 

16 Jefus then took the five 
Joaves and the two fifhes, and 
folemnly looking up to hea- 
ven, bleficd God — he then 
delivered thefe to his difciples 
to diftribute among the mul- 
ee 

7 And by his miraculous 
multiplication of this pittance 
all this numerous affemb] 
were entertained with a plen- 
tiful repaft — fo that after all 
were fatisied, there were 
collected fragments fufficient 
to fill twelve bafkets. 

§—18 Some time after this 
as he was offering up his de- 
votions, attended only by his 
diiciples he afked them, 
what opinion the vulgar en- 
tertained of him. 

19 There is a great diver- 
fity of fentiments, they re- 





| phed, Soe you — for 


fome efert that you are John 
the i tiff —-fome that you 
are Elias—- and others main- 
tain that vou are one of the 
antiers “propness, providen 
tialiy raited to lire. 
rrovated them 
what 
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what conception they them- 
felves had formed of him — 
Peter replied, We believe you 
to be the great Meffiah. 

21 Having heard this de- 
claration, he peremptorily 
charged them all not to di- 
vulge it to the world: 

22 at the fame time affur- 
ing them —that the fon of 
man would fhortly be in- 
volved in the moft dreadful 
fufferings — be publickly re- 
jected and vilified by the ma- 
eiftrates, the high-priefts, and 
the whole body of the clergy 
— that they would fhed his 
blood —But on the third day 
he fhould be railed to life. 

23 He then faid to them 
all—If any one 1s defirous to 
approve himfelf as my true 
and genuine difciple, let him 
deny himielfevery fenfual and 
finful cratificatton—and with 
deliberate fortitude and-com- 
polure chearfully fubmit to 
that feries of forrows and per- 
fecutions, which I have tuf- 
tained before him. 

24 For that perfon that 
choofes to fave his life by 
mean and criminal complian- 

es, fhall be tor ever depriv- 
ed of it—but he who lofes 
his hfe for his inviolable at- 
tachment to my caute, fhallre- 
gain it wath infimite advan- 
tage. 

25 And what would the 
acquifition of all the riches 
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and grandeur of the world 
fignity to him who fhould 
forfeit life, and incur the e- 
verlafting lofs of his exif- 
tence! 

26 Whoever therefore is 
afhamed of me, and publickly 
abjures my religion, may af- 
fure himfelf, that the fon of 
man will publickly renounce 
and reject him in that folemn 
day, when he fhall defcend 
to judge the world, vefted 
with the matchlefs clory of 
his fupreme Father, and at- 
tended by a moft {plendid re- 
tinue of angels. 

27 Be alfured alfo of this 
as a moft certain truth, That 
there are fome perfons now 
before me who fhall live to 
fee the erection of the gofpel 
kingdom. 

628 About a week after 
this, he took Peter, James, 
and John—and afcended with 
them to the fummit of a lofty 
and fequeftered mountain to 
pour out his pious adora- 
tions to God! 

29 But behold! as he was 
engaged | in his devotional ex- 
ercifes — his perfon fuddenly 
underwent a furprifing alte- 
ration—and his cloaths emit- 
ted a white and dazzling ef- 
fuloence. 

30 After this two perfons 
in mot glorious and refplen- 
dent forms, who were Mofes 

and 


Chapeax, 
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and Elias, appeared — and 
entered into a conference 


with him. 
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were {truck with folemn awe 
and terrour. 
35 At the fame time an 


31 The fubjecét of their] articulate voice iffued out of 


converfation was—the fuffer- 
ines he was to fuftain, and 
the exit he would fhortly 
make at Jerufalem. 

32 Peter and his two com- 
panions however, before the 
perfon of Jefus was thus me- 
tamorphofed, had * funk into 
a profound fleep — but upon 
their awaking they were pre- 
fented with the amazing {pec- 
tacle of the glorious “{plen- 
dour that furrounded him— 
-and faw the two prophets 
engaged in converfation with 
him. 

33 When thefe two illuf- 
trious {fpirits feparated from 
Jefus—Peter faid to him, O 
Sir, what a delectable refi- 
dence might we fix here ! — 
Permit us to erect three tents, 
one for you, another for Mo- 
fes, a third tor Elias — He 
knew not what he faid — for 
the amazing f{cene had fuf- 
pended all his faculties. 

34. While he was {peaking 
this, a bright luminous cloud 
advanced and fixed itfelf di- 
rectly over them — The dif- 
ciples feeing the two prophets 
received up into this cloud, 


u The verb being in the pluperfect_ tenfe — and es next member c 
ver{e, indicate that fi fleep had overcome them éc 


the amazing {cene. 
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it—This is my fon !—the ob- 
je& of my fondeft affections 
— Attend and obey his in- 
ftructions ! 

36 When thefe folemn 
words were pronounced Je- 
fus was ftanding alone—This 
fineular ctranfa étion the dif- 
ciples kept a profound fecret 
——-and according to the ferict 
Injunction of Jetus acquaint- 
ed no one at that time with 
the glorious fcene that had 
been exhibited before them. 

§ — 37 Descenpine the 
next day from the mountain, 
they were met by a numerous 
concourfe of people. 

38 Among whom a perfon 
accofted him ina loud voice 
and faid, Divine teacher! I 
befeech you have compaffion 
upon my fon, for he is mine 
only child. 

39 He is ina moft fhock- 
ing and deplorable condition 
—tor he is fubjeé to terrible 
fits, in which he roars ina 
moft frightful manner — is 
dreadfully convulted, and 
toams at the mouth—in theie 
he lies a confiderable time, 
fufiering the molt racking 


of the 
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and moft horrible agonies. 

40 This unhappy creature 
IT brought to your dilciples, 
imploring their affillance — 
but they could not relieve 
nim. 

41 Upon this Jefus broke 
out into the following excla- 
mation, O incredulous and 
perv erfe ave! how long fhall 
Gea nce of your mfde- 
lity! Elow long fhall I bear 
your incorrigible ob{tinacy— 
He then ordered the parent 
to bring his fon to hin. 

42 But in his way he was 
feized with a Attn which he 
lay convulfed in an horrible 
manner — Jefus then by his 
authoritative voice initantly 
expelled the difeate —— and 
prefented him to his father. 

43 All prefent were feized 
with aftonifhment and awe at 
feeing the power of God ex- 
erted in fo amazing and fic- 
nal a manner—But, while all 
were engaged in devoutly ex- 
preffing their wonder and jur- 
prize, Jefus turned to his dil- 
ciples and faid, 

44 Suter all the things of 
which you have béenwitneiies 
to make a ftrong and indelible 
impreffion upon your minds 
— for the fon of man will 
fhortly be delivered into the 
power of his implacable ad- 
veriaries. 

ae: bt they underflood 
not his meaning — their pre- 
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| yudices prevented them from 
underitanding it—they were 
afraid howevereto defire him 
to be more particular. 

§—46 ‘Tne difciples about 
this time had been engaged 
ina warm debate, Which of 
them fhould be elevated to the 
higheft and mott diftinguifh- 
ed poft under their mafter, 
when he fhould eftablith his 
kingdom. 

47 But Jefus, knowing the 
me purpotes they harbour- 
ed in their breafts, took a 
little child, and placed it be- 
tore him. 

48 He then faid to them, 
He that looks upon this child 
as anemblem of a true Chrit- 
tian, clearly comprehends the 
fpirit and genius or the gof- 


pel, and underftands the im- 


portant end which my Father 
fent me into the world to pro- 
mote For whoever among 
vou ftoops to the Aunrble i? 
offices fhall be exalted to the 
bizkeff honours. 

49 John faid to him, Sir! 
we lately met with a- man, 
who made ufe of your name 
in effecting miraculous cures 
we therefore ftrictly torbad 
him for the future to take 
fuch freedom, as he is not a 
member of our focicty. 

50 By no means hinder 
his ufefulnels, rephed Jeius 
—-—— For amoneft the pre- 
judices of the prefent age, we 
have 
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have reafon to regard every 
one as afriend to us who doth 
not oppofe us.. 

§— 51 Tue period of his 
public miniftry being now al- 
moft completed, and the time 
fixed for his afcenfion to hea- 
ven approaching—he openly 
declared his intention of go- 
ing up to the capital. 

52 Accordingly he fent 
meffengers before, to provide 
the neceflary accommodati- 
ons for him on the road — 
Thefe entered a village be- 
longing to the Samaritans, 
intending to prepare what 
was proper againft his com- 
ing. 

53 But the inhabitants pe- 
remptorily refufed him ad- 
miffion — merely becaufe his 
defign apparently was to wor- 
fhip at Jerufalem. 

54 Two of his difciples, 
James and John, being fired 
with indignation at this treat- 
ment of him, faid to him, 
Sir! will you give us leave 
to deftroy thefe inhofpitable 
wretches with fire from hea- 
ven *, as Elias did his ene- 
mies, 
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55 But he turned and ie- 
verely reproved them, frying, 
You know not what Jifpo- 
fiuion the gofpel defigns ail 
its profeffors to cultivate | 

56 For the fon of man did 
not defcend from heaven and 
afflume human nature to de- 
vote men to defcruction, but 
to relcue them from it. 

§—57 As they were tra- 
velling, a perion dazzled with 
the hopes of gaining prefer- 
ment in his kingdom, ad- 
vanced up to him and faid, 
Sir, I am determined to be 
your con{tant and inleparable 
companion, wherever you go, 

58 To this fpeech Jeius 
replied, You egregioufly err, 
if you imagine I am eoing to 
eftablith an earthly kingdom 
of grandeur and magnificence 
—{ofar from this that the ¥ 
beafts of the field and the 
fowls of the air are accom- 
modated with better and hap- 
pler conveniences than the 
fon of man. 

59 To another Jefus faid, 
Adhere to my religion, and 
refolve to be my true and 
faithful follower — The man 


x It is very probable that from this incident he denominated them 


Poanerges, WY 831 the fons of thunder and tempe/t. 
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replied, I am determined to 
do fo—only for the prefent 
permit me to go home Art, 
and attend the funeral of my 
deceafed father. 

6o Jefus faid to him, Let 
thofe who are dead to all fente 
of religion and virtue diftract 
themfelves with fordid cares 
—but do you inviolably de- 
vote yourfelves to fludy and 


romuleate the doétrines of 
Pp g 


the gofpel. 

61 A third faid, I have 
formed deliberate refolutions 
to attach myfelf infeparably 
to your caule — only at pre- 
fent allow me to go and take 
leave of my friends, and fet- 
tle my domettic affairs. 

62 Jefus faid to him, I 
deem every perion abfolutcly 
unfit to fupport and propa- 
gate my religion, who hav- 
ing once ftrenuoully engaged 
in it, fuffers himfelf to be di- 
verted fromit by earthly pur- 
fuits and fecular concerns. 
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1 E TER this he fclected 

from among his fol- 
lowers feventy other dilciples 
— whom he previoufly de- 
puted two and two together 
to every town 2nd village, 
which he himielf intended to 
vifit in order that they 
might prepare the minds of 
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men for the reception of his 
doétrine. 

2 To thefe he gave the 
following folemn charge be- 
fore he difimiffed them 
[low copious ts the harveit! 
but alas how few the labour- 
ers!—Do you earneftly pray 
therefore to the Creator ot 
immortal fouls, that he would 
of his infinite mercy raife and 
qualify a number of fit per- 
fons to reap fo great and glo- 
rious an harveft! 

3 By fending you abroad 
to preach the gofpel, Iam 
fenfible I expofe you to the 
rage and cruelty of an im- 
moral and depraved world— 
confider yourfelves therefore 
as lambs in the midit of 
wolves. 

4 Be not folicitous to make 
any preparations for your 





journey —nor fuffer any off- 


cious ceremonies and mere 
external forms of civility to 
detain you a moment on the 
road. 

5 On your firft entrance 
into any family greet it in the 
moit friendly terms, and with 
it every divine and human 
felicity. 

6 And if the matter of it 
be a perfon of real worth and 
virtue, the blefings you im- 
plore fhall defcend upon him 
— it not — the bleflings you 
have fupplicated the Almigh- 
tv 
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ty to beftow upon that fami- 
ly fhall be imparted to you. 

7 The virtuous and good 
will receive you into their 
families, and fupply you 
with the neceffaries and con- 
veniences of life—to this fup- 
port the faithful difcharge of 
your duty will entitle you — 
Continue in that family, that 
gives you a kind reception, 
all the time you ftay in the 
place, and remove not from 
one family to another, that 
the world may not fufpedct 
your moderation and tempe- 
rance. 

8 In every town that re- 
ceives you fhew yourlelves 
pleafed with the victuals and 
accommodations that are pro- 
vided for you. 

9 Heal all the indifpofed 
that are in it, and folemnly 
proclaim to all its inhabitants 
the fpeedy eftablifhment of 
the gofpel kingdom. 

10 If any town refufe you 
the rites of ho!pitality and 
reject your inftructions—go 
into the ftreets, and make 
this public declaration : 

11 The duft of your town 
we fhake off from under our 
feet upon you, as a public 


teftimony to you all of your, 


wilful impenitence — Be af- 
tured however that the king- 
dom of God will very fhortly 
be erected. 

12 I folemnly declare to 
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you, that in the general judg- 
ment much lefs fevere pu- 
nifhment will be inflicted on 
Sodom than on that town. 

13 Woe unto you, O ye 
inhabitants of Chorezin and 
Bethfatda! Had fuch ftrik- 
ing proofs of miraculous 
power and divine authority 
been difplayed before the ci- 
tizens of Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have deemed the 
evidences irrefiftble, and re- 
pented with the fincereft con- 
trition and remorfe. 

14 The inhabitants there- 
fore of Tyre and Sidon hall 
be finally doomed to punifh- 
ments leis dreadful and fe- 
vere than what you fhall be 
devoted to. 

15 And thou, O Caper- 
naum, who haft now by thy 
power and opulence mounr- 
ed to fo high an elevation, 
fhalt then be precipitated into 
the loweft gulph of deftruc- 
tion and milery. 

16 very one who receives 
you, in effect receives me— 
he who rejects your inftruc- 
tions, rejects mine—and he 
who difobeys mine admoni- 
tions, diobeys the admoni- 
tions of God, who originally 
delegated and fent me into 
the worid. 

—17 THe feventy after 
having fulfilled their com- 
miMion returned to Jefus in 
an ecftacy of joy, and faid, 
aoe SI, 
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Sir, by the powers with which 
you invefted us the damons 
were fubjefted to our con- 
troul. 

18 He faid to them, 7 Sa- 
an now no longer reigns 
triumphant — he is now de- 
poted and fallen from that 
high elevation, which he hath 
fo long occupied. 

19 Behold! I endow you 
with power to vanquifh your 
moft tel] and implacable ad- 
verfaries* —-and all their de- 
termined rage and rancour 
fhall not be abie to injure 
you or your cauie. 

20 Be not however elated 
with fuch joy on account of 
the obitinate and incurable 
difeafes you have expelled 
but rather indulee the 
hicheft tranfports that your 
names are enrolled in the re- 
efter of Hoo 

§—21 Ar that time Jefus 
In plous oe poured 
forth his grateful acknow- 
Jedements to heaven in the 
following language—I thank 





thee, O thou great parent of 


univerfal nature, that thou 
haft hid the evidences of the 
cofpel trom thofe who value 
tnenvelves upon their fupe- 
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rior wifdom and erudition, 
but haft exhibited them 1: 
their full power and enerey 
before humble and ingenuous 
minds — This procedure, O 
fupreme Father of all, was 
in confequence of eran plan 
which thine infinite wifdom 
and goodnefs originally form- 
ed — He then turned to his 
difciples and faid, 

22 God hath delegated me 
to reveal his will to mankind 
— and there is no being fo 
well acquainted with the 1l- 
luftrious dignity and office 
with which I am invefted, as 
my Father—nor is there any 
intelligent being favoured 
with fo clear and fublime a 
perception of the nature and 
perfections of the Deity, as 
the fon, and as all will enter- 
tain, who receive the Chri- 
tian revelation. 

23 He then addreffed him- 
felf to his difciples and faid 
to them in private, Dittin- 
cuifhed is your happineis in 
being the {pectators of thele 
fincular tranfactions ! 

24 For be affured, that 
great numbers of renowned 
princes, and illuttrious pro- 
phets have ardently wifhed to 


* Ly Suren is, figuratively, meant “Jupiter, and the falfe abfurd Deities 
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preted athe uhial fublime rropheuc flie, that the pagan eftablifhment 
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fee the faéts that you every 
day behold, and to hear thofe 
inftructions which are com- 
municated to you, but this 
fignal happinefs, which you 
enjoy, was denied them! 

§— 25 A Jewifh clergy- 
man f{tood up, and intend- 
ing to make trial of his abi- 
lines and knowledge, faid to 
him— What courte of practice 
fhall I purfue in order to ob- 
tain eternal happineis ? 

26 Jefus faidto him, What 
doth the law enjoin upon this 
fubject ? 

27 He replied — It incul- 
cates upon us the neceffity 
of loving God with a moft 
pure, intenfe and unaliena- 
ble affection—It allo enjoins 
us to cultivate the moft 
benevolent difpofitions — to- 
wards our neighbour. 

28 Jefus faid to him, The 
an{wer you have returned is 
a jult one——-conform your 
life to thefe precepts, and 
you will obtain a bleffed im- 
mortality. 

29 But being defirous to 
fecure himfelf from crrour and 


to know the exact limits of 
his duty, he refumed the dif- 


courfe, and faid to Jefus-——~ 
But who, Sir, is my neigh- 
bour ? 

30 Jelus replied—A Jew 
being on a journey from Je- 
rufalem to Jericho, had the 
misfortune to fallin with a 
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gane of highwaymen, who 
robbed him—{tripped him of 
every thing he had—beat him 
unmercifully——and left him 
for dead in the road. 

31 A prieit happening to 
travel that way faw him ly- 
ing in that deplorable condi- 
tion—bur turned his horfe 
to the other fide of the road 
and went on— 

32 A Levite too coming 
to the place viewed him for 
fome time, as he lay covered 
with wounds and blood-—— 
but rode by. 

33 But a Samaritan travel- 
ling that road, when he came 
up to him, and faw him wal- 
lowing in blood, and fenfe- 
lefs—tl this fhocking {pectacle 
immediately awakened all his 
fenfibility and tendernefs. 

34 He inftantly flew to 
him raifed him trom the 
cround—dreffed his wounds 
—and with the moft officious 
care and concern bound them 
up—He then took him in his 
arms, and placing him on his 
own bea{t, fupported him on 
it till he reached the inn— 
where he ftil continued to 
fhew him the fame benevo- 
Jence and compaffion. 

35 In the morning before 
his departure, he called his 
hoft, and giving him two de- 
nari, faid to him—Let me 
ftrongly recommend to you 
the care of that unfortunate 
Pa creature 
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creature any r farther expence 
thet you may be at on his ac- 
count, [ will not fail mof 
chearfully co defray on my 
return, 

36 Wow which of thefe 
three co you think was neigh- 
bour to the man who was 
thus barbaroufly treated by 
robbers? 

37 Undoubtedly, faid he, 
the perfon who gave him fuch 
benevolent affiftance —Jefus 
faid to him, Go and aét in 
the fame manner. 

§—38 Beirc on a jour- 
ney and entering a certain 
villaze a woman named 
Martha? fent him an invita- 
tion to her houte. 

o> Ele accepting it,. her 
fitter Mary fat down at his 
feet—liftening to the inftruc- 
tions he. delivered with the 
mott eager and enraptured 
attention. 

40 Martha, in the mean 
time being embarrafied in 
providing an entertainment, 
came to: [elusand: dud. Sir: 
by my fitter’s attendance up- 
6 you, the whole bulinefs 
of the houfe hath devolved 
upon me—order her to amit 
me in the neceflary duties of 
the family. 

41 Jefus faid to her, Mar- 
tha! you are now perplexing 
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and diftreffing yourfelf in pro- 
viding a grand and fumptu- 
ous entertainment, 

42 when a fimple and mo- 
derate repaft is entirely fuf- 
ficient —— Your fifter, there- 
fore, 1s better employed, and 
hath made that wife and pru- 
dent choice, the happy ef- 
tects of which will be for 
ever durable and permanent. 
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A° he was offering up 
his devotions in a cer- 
tain place, one of his difci- 
ples greatly affected with the 
fervency of his prayers, faid 
to him, after he had conclud- 
ed, Sir, pleafe to give us fome 
inftructions concerning prayer 
——fince John taught “his dif. 
ciples in what manner to dif- 
charge this important duty. 

2 He faid to them, in your 
prayers conform to the fol- 
lowing model—O thou great 
covernour and parent of uni- 
verfal nature, who manifeftett 
thy glory to the bleffed in- 
habitants of heaven—may all 
thy rational creatures in all 
the parts of thy boundlefs do- 
minion be happy in the know- 
ledge of thy exiftence and pro- 
vidence, and celebrate thy 
perfections in a manner moft 
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worthy thy nature, and per- 
fective of their own! —-May 
the glory of thy moral go- 
vernment be advanced, and 
the great laws of it be more 
generally obeyed — May the 
inhabitants of this world pay 
as chearful a fubmiffion and 
as conftant an obedience to 
thy will, as the happy ipirits 
do in the regions of immor- 
tality. 

3 Asthou haft hitherto moft 
mercifully fupplied our wants, 
deny us not the neceffaries and 
conveniencies of life, while 
thou art pleafed to continue 
us in It. 

4 Pardon the numerous 
fins that we have been guilty 
of towards thee—as we freely 
forgive and erafe from our 
hearts the injuries that our 
fellow creatures have done to 
us—and {uffer no temptation 
to aflault us too powerful for 
the frailty of our natures and 
the imperfection of our vir- 
tue—but in all our trials may 
thine almighty aid interpofe 
and refcue us from vice and 
yuin. 

5 After he had delivered 
this form he faid to them— 
one of you hath a friend—he 
runs to him in a great hurry 
at midnight awakes him, 
and fupplicates him in the 
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following importunate man- 
ner—Do my friend lend me 
three loaves. 

6 For a perfon for whom 
I have the greateit reeard be- 
ing on a journey into this 
country *, hath rode a long 
way out of his road merely to 
fee me—and | have nothing 
at all in the houfe to fet be- 
fore him. 

7 To thefe earneft folicita- 
tions the churl within doors 
mutters—W hy do you difturb 
me at this unteafonable hour 
the door is locked and 
bolt¢d—my children are with 
me in bed—I cannot rife and 
give you what you want. 

8 This perion however, 
tho’ poffeffed of fuch a furly 
and brutal difpofition, tho’ 
the common obligations of 
friendfhip cannot excite him 
to this benevolent office, will 
yet fuffer himfelf at laft to be 
prevailed upon by the dint of 
importunity and folicitation. 

g In the fame fervent man- 
ner do you offer your petiti- 
ons to God and he will egra- 
cloufly beftow them — with 
the fame earneftneis and fer- 
vour do you approach the 
throne of divine mercy, and 
you fhall not be repulied. 

10 For the fervent prayers 
of every good perion to the 
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Father of wildom and good- 
nels to fupply his wants and 
to ftrenathen his imperfect 
virtue, will not be rejected. 

11 Learn from parental 
tendernefs the indulgent dif 
pofition of the fupreme Fa- 
ther towards his rational] off- 
{pring——For is there any man, 
however abandoned and bru- 
tal, who when his child cries 
tor bread, will give him a 
ftone-——or a ferpent, when he 
defires a fifth? 

¥2 or when he requetts of 
him an ecg, will he put into 
his hands a fcorpion? 

13 Iftherefore parents of the 
worft characters give to their 
children what is proper and 
ufeful tor them—how much 
more will the benign and 
eompaffionate Father of all 
ympart divine affiftance to his 
fupphcants ! 

§ — 14 AzsouT this time 
there was brought to him a 
dumb idiot, whom he inftant- 
ly reftored to his intellects 
and Ipeech — This fpeétacle 
ttruck che multitude with ex- 
ereme aftonilhment. 

15 But fome who were pre- 
fent faid, his perfon only 
ejects Gzemons in confequence 
of a confederacy with Beel- 
zebub their infernal prince. 

16 While others, not con- 
vinced by thefe exertions of 
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miraculous power, requefted 
him to thew them fome grand 
luminous phaznomenon in the 
fky, as a proof of his divine 
authority and miffion. 

17 But he being perfedtly 
acquainted with their malici- 
ousthoughts and unfurnount- 
able prejudices againft him, 
turned to them and thus ad- 
drefled them — You aicribe 
my miracles to a compact 
with Beelzebub — but confi- 
der, that every kingdom torn 
by internal diviftons 1s quick- 
ly reduced to a ftate of the 
moft deplorable defclation 
and ruin—and every tamily 
full of difcord and mutual 
animofity cannot flourth. 

18 Now if Satan empower 
any one to expel thole da- 
mons which he himfelf in- 
jects, he mult foment difien- 
tions in his own kingdom— 
and confequently muft con- 
fent to its weaknels and de- 
molition. 

ro. Belicles, if 1 cece dae- 
mons by a confederacy with 
Beelzebub —- by whole ami- 
tance do your relations ex- 
pel them as to any real 
league or compact that they 
have with infernal fpirits | 
refer you to their determt- 
nation and _ judgment *. 

20 But if 1 exterminate 
demons, and heal the moft 
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obftinate and incurable dif- 
orders by a power communi- 
cated to me by the Deity— 
it follows that I am autho- 
rized by God to eftablifh his 
kingdom and promote the 
interefts of his moral covern- 
ment. 

2i The furniture and for- 
tune of a ftrong man remain 
in fafety, while he guards 
then} in a compleat fuit of 
armour, and hath no foe to 
oppofe him, but who ts pof- 
iefled of interiour ftrength. 

22 But when a perfon of 
fuperiour might attacks and 
vanquifhes him, he ftrips him 
of that {trong armour in which 
he confided —— pillages his 
houfe, and = carries off the 
{poils in victorious triumph 
— So the power with which 
{am endowed to expel de- 
mons proves me poffefled of 
force fuperiour to theirs. 

23 So tar therefore am ] 
irom being an accomplice 
with Satan, as you infinuate 
—that Satan difclaiming all 
connections with me, oppofes 
me with implacable malice 
—and is fo far from being 
my auxiliary, that he caufes 
the greateft milchiefs in or- 
der to counteract my de- 
fons © 

24 When an impure ‘pirit 
is ejected out of a man, it 
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roams over dreary and inhof- 
pitable wattes, in queit of re- 
pole, but favally difappointed 
—Tired with devious wan- 
dering, and filled with de- 
fpondency, it forms a relo- 
lution, at all adventures, to 
return to its old refidence: 

25 But behold! on its ap- 
proach it finds it furnifhed 
with every elegance for its 
reception. 

26 Tranfported a i 
unexpected nS it ta 
ges in fearch of its ae. 
nions, and takes a number 
of demons of oreater’ ma- 
lignity and ferocity than it- 
felf —— and they all take pol- 
feffion, and render the laft 
condition of that man inf- 
nitely more wretched and de- 
plorable than it was before ¢. 

§—27 As he was engaged 
in this difcourfe, a woman 
cried out in an ecftafy of ad- 
Miration and wonder — Blef- 
fed isthe woman, who brought 
thee into the world! 

28 He replicd, You ought 
rather to have jaid, Bleflect 
are thofe wno attentively hear 
and obey the word of God. 

§—2z9 A vast concourle 
of people being at this time 
policed around him, he faid, 
How abandoned a and perverle 
is the prefent age ! Not con- 
vinced by the miracles | per- 
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form, they require me, for 
their conviction, to difplay 
before them fome grand re- 
fplendent prodigy in the air 
— but as they have refifted 
all the other ftnking tefti- 
monies I have hitherto pro- 
duced, no miraculous pro- 
digy fhall be farther indulged 
to them, except one that will 
be fimilar to what betel the 
prophet Jonah. 

30 For as the miraculous 
re{toration of Jonah aiter he 
had been ingulphed in the a- 
byfs and enclofed in the bel- 
ly of a fifh three days, was a 
proof to the Ninevites that 
he was inveited with a divine 
commiffion—fo a like fignal 
proof fhall the fon of man 
exhibit to the prefent gene- 
ration. 

st The conduc of the 
queen of Arabia will at the 
general judgment evince to 
the whole aflembled world 
that the condemnation of 
the prefent race will be juft 
—— for fhe felt fuch emo- 
tions at the report of Solo- 
mon’s celebrated wifdom, 
that fhe haftened with impa- 
tient fteps to Jerutaleni—tho’ 
ficuated at a great diftance 
trom her own dominions——- 
Buc the prefent generation 
treat a perion of fuperiour 
wifdom and eminence to So- 
tomon with the laft contempt. 

22 The dehaviour of the 
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inhabitants of Ninevé fhows 
the conduct of the prefent 
age to be abfolutely inexcufa- 
ble For tho’ Jonah only 
gave them verbal admonitions, 
atcended with no miracles— 
yet they repented in deep and 
fincere contrition—But this 
age rejects a perfon endowed 
with infinitely greater autho- 
rity and {uperiour dignity. 

33 A lamp 1s not lighted 
11 order to be concealed — 
but ts placed on fome confpi- 
cuous eminence, that all the 
houfe may enjoy its ufeful 
beams. 

34 Reafon is to the foul 
what the Jamp ts in darknets 
—if thy reafon be therefore 
preferved {trong and clear, it 
will illuminate all thy moral 
diipofitions — But if the eye 
of reaion be fuffufed with pre- 
judice, or injured by vice, all 
thine intellectual powers will 
be loft in the fhades of errour. 

35 Be caretul therefore left 
thou wilfully obicure thy rea- 
fon—tor thy whole mind will 
then be involved in maft de- 
plorable darknefs. 

36 But if thou carefully 
preferve thy reafon clear from 
the mifts of prejudice and pai- 
fion, it will throw the mioft 
pure and falutary light over 
all thy mental powers. 

§—37 As he was thus in- 
ftruéting the people, a Pha- 
rifee invited him to dine with 

him 
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ought to have made the great 
fundamental rules of your 
conduct, at the fame time 
that you omitted not the ce- 
remonial injunctions. . 

43 Woe unto you, O ye 
Pharifees! for it is merely to 
gratify your pride and often- 
tation, that you ftrive fo ve- 
hemently to fecure the moft 
diftincuifhed places in all re- 
ligious afflemblies—and to be 
complimented in all places of 
public refort with the pom- 
pous titles of Doétor and 
Rabbi! 

44 Woe unto you, O ye 
hypocritical Scribes and Pha- 
rifees! Your vile hypocrify is 
concealed from the eye of the 
world like fome fecret 
graves, full of loathfome pu- 
trefaction and horror, over 
which men walk without per- 
celving them, or being able 
to diftincuifh from the com- 
mon path, 

45 An expounder of the 
law being prefent, when Je- 
fus uttered thefe juft invec- 
tives, interrupted him, and 
jaid, Sir! in fatvrizing the 
vices of the age you include 
us, and reproach and infult 
our order. 

46 Jelus replied, Dread- 
ful beyond defcription, O ye 
expofirors of the law, will be 
your future condemnation— 
for you opprefs men with an 

intolerable 





him-——He accepted the invi- 
tation and fat down to dinner. 

38 But the Pharifee was 
amazed, that he had not watfh- 
ed, before he fat down at the 
table. 

39 Jefus faid to him—You 
Pharifees are extremely care- 
ful in decorating and adorn- 
ing the exterior part 
while the interior is deform- 
ed and polluted with ava- 
rice, oppreffion, and other 
enormous vices. 

40 Abfurd and prepofter- 
ous conduct! Did not the 
ereat Being, who made the 
external form, create the in- 
ternal intellectual powers — 
and will he not be more fo- 
licitous for the purity of the 
mind, than for the fhowy 
elegance of the body? 

41 The only way to fecure 
your minds from all moral 
impurity and pollution is, to 
do good with the wealth you 
have accumulated, and to 
contribute to the relief of the 
indigent and neceffitous. 

42 But O ye Pharifees! 
dreadtul will be your future 
mifery !—-for you are moft 
religioufly {crupulous in per- 
forming all the little niceties 
of the ceremonial law, and 
with a moft punctilious ex- 
aCtnefs mark the tithe of mint, 
rue, and other herbs — but 
entirely difregard the impor- 
tant duties of equity and the 
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intolerable burden of fevere 
and tedious obfervances—but 
will not in your own practice 
conform to any of thole ftrict 
and rigid prefcriptions, which 
you impole upon others. 

47 Great will be your fu- 
ture mifery !— for you build 
and lavifh every embellith- 
ment on the tombs of thofe 
very prophets, in whofe blood 
your anceftors enybrued their 
hands. 

48 By the elegance you la- 
vifh upon thefe monuments, 
you give a public glaring tef- 
timony, that you are the de- 
{cendents of thofe murderers 
—— whofe affaffinations you 
alfo vindicate and juftify in 
the face of the world, by 
building fuch magnificent 
ftrucétures for thofe, whofe 
blood your progenitors {pil- 
led. 

49 To reclaim them, faid 
God, from their vices, I will 
fend among them prophets 
and apottles but fome of 
thefe they will perfecute, fome 
they will murder. 

50 So that upon this very 
eeneration all the blood that 
hath been fhed from the be- 
sinning of the world to the 
prefenttime fhall be revenged, 

51 from Abel, owen to 
Zacharias, whom you cruelly 
aflafinated between the tem- 
ple and the altar all the 
blood, I repeat it, fhed 1 
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this long feries of years fhall 
be revenged on this very ge- 
neration. 

52 Shocking beyond idea, 
O ye expounders of the law, 
will be your future mifery !— 
for you contrive every me- 
thod to prevent men from 
embracing chriftianity—You 
are determined not to be con- 
vinced by its evidences your- 
felves, and do every thing in 
your power to prevent per- 
fons of good difpofitions from 
being convinced. 

§—s 3 Wirth thefe deferv- 
ed cenfures and reproofs the 
Pharifees and Scribes, who 
were prefent, were heinoully 
exalperated and to have 
their revenge on him, they 
began to propofe to him feve- 
ral enfnaring queftions, 

54 malicioufly defioning to 
circumvent him by thefe infi- 
cious arts, and earneftly long- 
ing to pick up fome expreffi- 
ons he might inadvertently 
drop, on which they might 
ground an accufation againft 
him. 
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nite multitude of peo- 
ple being now collected toge- 
ther, cho crowded and trod 
one upon another in a tumui- 
tuous manner—he addrefied 
the following difcourfe to his 


n | difciples—Be ever cautious of 
being 
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being infected with hypocri- 
fy, the predominant vice of 
the Pharifees, which like lea- 
ven hath {pread and diffufed 
itfelf thro’ the mafs of the 
Jewifh nation. 

2: But there is no vice, 
which they take fuch pains to 
fereen from the eye of the 
world, but fhall one day be 
brought to light—That dark- 
nets, in which they wrap their 
crimes, will one day be dif- 
pelled, and all their enermi- 
ties be unvailed. 

2 Let me therefore folemn- 
ly affure you, That what you 
traniact in the fhades of night 
fhall be publifhed in the open 
face of day—what you whilper 
in the moft obicure and fecret 
recefs fhall be proclaimed be- 
fore the aflembled world! 

4 Since therefore the great 
day of retribution 1s approach- 
Ing, accept, my dear and 
faithful companions, the fol- 
lowing admonitions — Fear 
not thole, who can only de- 
prive you of a precarious be- 
ino, but whofe power ex- 
tends no farther. 

5 Iwill thew you, whom 
you ought to fear— Lec that 
great Being, be the fole object 
of your fear, who can involve 
both foul and body in total 
and everlaftine dettruction— 
I.et that great Being, I re- 
peat it, be the fole object 
of your conftant fear. 
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6 For if the meane(ft and 
moit inconfiderable. creatures 
are perpetually under the in- 
{(pection of God, and perith 
not without his cognifance— 
how much more muit divine 
providence intereft ittelf in 
the guardianfhip and pretec- 
tion of rational beings. 

7 God is intimately ace 
quainted with all your mi- 
nuteft concerns, and the very 
hairs of your head are num- 
bered by his all-comprehen- 
five wiidom—Fear not there- 
fore any fufferines and per- 
fecutions that men may inflict 
upon you—for an intelligent 
being is furely more entitled 
to the divine care and re- 
eards, than the irrational and 
inferior creatures. 

8 Be affured therefore, that 
whoever, notwithftanding the 
rage of perfecutors and the 
profpect of the greateit fuf- 
terings, fhall with undaunt- 
ed fortitude publickly pro- 
fefs his beltef ot Chriftianity, 
fhall be publickly acknow- 
ledged for my true difciple 
before the angels of God, and 
the affembled world. 

g But whofoever fhall be 
terrified into a recantation of 
his Chriftian principles, and 
openly renounce his profef- 
fton—him will Lalfo publick- 
ly reject in the day when man- 
kind fhall be convened before 
God’s tribunal. 

10 The 


224. The Hittory 


10 The moft opprobrious 
calumnies again{t the fon of 

man fhall be forgiven — but 
he that with determined and 
invincible prejudice fhall blaf- 
phemoufly aicribe the mira- 
culous operation of God to 
the power and energy of wick- 
ed infernal f{pirits, precludes 
all convicuon, and fhall ne- 
ver be torgiven here or here- 
after, 

rz But when you are drag- 
ged before magiftrates and 
courts of judicaure, and car- 
ried betore the moft illuftri- 
ous perfonages—be not anxi- 
ous in ftudying what vindica- 
tion you fhall make of your 
principles and conduét. 

12 For that God, in whofe 
caule you are engaged, will 
enable you by his “holy ipirit, 
in that emergency, to apolo- 
eize for yourfelves. 

§—13 As he was difcour- 
fing, a perion in the crowd 
railed his voice and _faid, 
Great prophet! I defire you 
would admonifh my brother 
to make a juft and equitable 
partition of the paternal e- 

tate, that hath been left us. 

14 He turned to him and 
faid, Friend! I came not in- 
[0 the world to intermeddle 
in the civil affairs of men, or 
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to adjuft their fecular pro- 
perty. 

15 From this incident he 
took occafion to addrefs to 
the mulutude the following 
advice — Carefully guard a- 
gainft coniracting an infati- 
able paffion for accumulating 
wealth—For the happincis of 
life is not annexed to fuperior 
poffeffions. 

16 With a view to this 
fubject he recited the follow- 
ing table Ir HAPPENED 
that the immenfe eftates of 
an opulent gentleman one 
year proved uncommonly 
tertile, and yielded him an 
excecding rich and plentiful 
crop 

17 His heart exulted when 
he viewed the waving golden 
harveft—and as he looked o- 
ver the wide extended prof- 
pect, he faid to himielt——. 
What fhall I do with it all! 
—Where fhall 1 repofit i !— 
I have no place capable of 
containing half this immenfe 
crop ! 

18 After fome time fpent 
In anxious deliberations, he 
cried out in a fudden trani- 
port—I am determined im- 
mediately to pull down my 
barns-—~and I will ereét grand 
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where [ will amafs all this co- 
pious and amazing produce 
ams fields. 

When I have piled 
al] el will then fay to my 
foul—Happy foul! Diftin- 
cuifhed is.thy felicity! Thou 
haft immenfe reanice: from 
which thou wilt derive pure 
and permanent blifs for a 
long, long feries of ma any dif- 
tant happy years Come, 
indulge thy foft envied repote 
—tfealt on the moft delicious 
viands—tatte the moft exqui- 
fte liquors——-and traverte a 
circle of every amufement 
and joy. 

20 But while he was brooding 
over this enchanting profpect 
and fondly anticipating all its 
happinefs—-God faid to him, 
O thou unthinking mortal ! 
this very night the lampof thy 
vain life fhall be extinguifhed 
-— and ® what advantase to 
thee will then all the im- 
menie treafures be, that thou 
Raft accumulated °! 

2x Like this wealthy fen- 
fualift 1s every one, whofe 
heart is fulely engroffed by 
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riches, and totally alienated 
from God. 

22 Wherefore I charge you 
addreffing himfc If to his 
difciples—to tupprets all im- 
moderate defires of earthly 
pleafures andinduicences, and 
not to be follicitous, How you 
fhall gratify your anpetites | 
What repelts will sive you 
the moit picafure !—and what 
apparel acl the moitcicgance 
and grace to your perlons! 

2A HOE 1S. (now Iie oO. ins 
finitely oreater werth chan all 
the refinements of luxury — 

and health of unfoeakably 
greater value than the moft 
iplendid robes ? 

24 Contemplate the ravens 
—They have no fields to fow, 
no crops to soy no barns to 
fill— yet the great parent of 
nature regularly fupphies them 
with food——and ought you, 
whom Ged hath fo high! uy CX- 
alted in the fcale of being, 
to debate the fuperior dignity 
of your nature by an uneafy 
and reitle!s anxiety for ant- 
mal and fenfual enjoyments ? 

25 Can any man by the 
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exertion of all his art and care 
prolong the period of human 
life a fingle moment : 

26 Since then you are not 
able to add the leaft point of 
duration to the mits afigned 
to human life —why fhould 
you fuffer yourfelves to brood 
over an uncertain futurity 
with fuch painful and me- 
lancholy folicitude ° 

27 Survey with attention 
the lillies of the field, and 
learn from them how prepo- 
{terous it is for beings who 
are endowed with rational 
natures to cherifh a folicitous 
paftion for drets —Thefe fuf- 
tain no labour, thefe employ 
no cares to adorn themielves 
— and yet are cloathed with 
fuch inimitable beauty, as So- 
lomon in all the fplendour of 
his richeft royal robes never 
equalled. 

28 Since then God cloathes 
a tranfient and fhort-lived 
Gower with fuch a rich and 
magnificent dre{s —— ought 
you, who are endowed with 
juch fuperior dignity, to dif- 
truft the providence of God ! 

29 Cherifh not therefore 
fuch unealy thoughts as theie, 
What fhall I eat! What fhall 
I drink! What fhall 1 wear! 

30 Thefe are enquiries that 
are perpetually corroding the 
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minds of Heathens—but ought 
not to prey upon your happi- 
nefs—fince your fupreme and 
merciful parent knows that 
you require the common blet- 
fines and neceflaries of life, 
and will gracioufly admini- 
fter them. 

31 But do you afpire after 
nobler enjoyments and pur- 
fuits than thefe—for let it be 
your principal ftudy and con- 
cern tO approve yourielves 
as the obedient and virtuous 
lubjects of God’s moral king- 
dom —— and his providence 
will not be wanting to fupply 
you with the other interior 
bleffings that refpect the body. 

32 Do not, my felect com- 
panions, defpair of God’s fup- 
plying you with the necefia- 
ries of this fhort and tranfient 
life, fince his infinite good- 
nefs hath deftined you to be 
the fubjects of his celedftial 
kingdom. 

33 ' Hefitate not to expofe 
to fale all your prefent yor- 
tunes, and diftribute the mo- 
ney in relieving the diftreffed 
and indigent — by this benc- 
ficence you will acquire a 
fund thac will never be ex- 
haufted — and accumulate a 
treafure, which no thief can 
approach, which no moth can 
corrode. 


Chap. xi. 


i his advice relates to the difciples ovly: to whom this difcourfe was 


peculiarly addrefled. 


34 Ic 


Chap. xi. 

34 It isof the greateft im- 
portance that the affections 
be properly placed—‘or the 
mind is foon governed by its 
predominant paflions — and 
where the treafure is, there 
the heart 1s centered. 

35 Be careiul to exercile a 
conitant unremitting vigi- 
lance; and be-ever in-an ha- 
bitual preparation for my fu- 
ture coming. 

36 In this refpect imitate 
the care and diligence of faith- 
ful fervants—who fit up thro’ 
the hours of night with inde- 
fatigable patience and _incef- 
fant attention *tull their mat- 
ter returns from the nuptial 
folemnity, and open the door 
the moment he knocks. 

37 Happy fervants! whom 
their lord, coming at fuch an 
unteafonable hour, finds in 
fuch a vigilant and dutiful 
pofture!—-Fle will compen- 
fate fuch diftinguifhed fideli- 
ty with a diftinguifhed re- 
ward, 

38 Thrice happy fervants; 
whofe eyes not the midnight 
hour, or the lateft watches 
of the night have been able 
to feal in foft and indolent 
flumbers—but who are ever 
vigilant and prepared for their 
matter’s reception. 

20° Tlaa@aniy: amatter.of~a 
family previous information 
at what particular hour of the 
night his houfe would be at- 
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tempted, he would certainly 
fitup, and prevent thethieves 
from breaking in. 

40 With the fame prudent 
vigilance be ye allo ever for- 
tined; that the fudden ad- 
vent of the fon of man may 
not furprife you funk in fu- 
pine necligence and inconfi- 
deration. 

41 Here Peter interrupted 
hiniwand aid. <Siel <do.yott 
intend this figurative difcourfe 
for the benefit of the multi- 
tude in general, or only of 
ug in particular ? 

42 Jelus replied, Every 
prudent fervant to whom his 
lord hath committed the care 
of his domeftic affairs during 
his ablence, will fhew his fi- 
delity in punctually executing 
his commands. 

43 And happy will fuch 
a faithful fervane be if his 
mafter at his arrival finds him 
diligently employed in his 
duty. 

44 He will affuredly re- 
ward fuch induftry and faith- 
fulneis with the principal di- 
rection of all his fortunes. 

45 Bucif the wicked fer-~ 
vant fuffer negligence and 
careleffneis to fteal upon him, 
and indulge the fond imagi- 
nation, that his lord will de- 
fer his journey heme for ma- 
ny years—and in confequence 
of thete iueceftions begin a 
courfe of proflicacy and rtet 
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—abufe his fellow-flaves with 
the moft wanton cruelty-—— 
and run into all the exceffes 
of debauchery and drunken- 
ne{fs 5 

46 The lord of that fervant 


® 


willfuddenly come upon himat 


an unexpected time, and fur- 
prife him in the midf of thefe 
{cenes of irregularity and con- 
tufion—and will infiict upon 
him the moft exquifite tor- 
tures, dooming him to the 
fame wretched fate with the 
moft depraved and abandon- 
ed infidels. 

47 But that fervant, who 
heard his matter’s orders, 
and perfectly knew his will 


——but wilfully neglected to 


perform it, and addicted him- 
{elf to habitual indolence and 
difobedicnce, fhall fufter the 
moft rigorous and excruciat- 
ing torments. 

48 While on him, who was 
unacquainted with his lord’s 
pleafure, and yet acted incon- 
fiftently with the duties of his 
{tation, a milderand leds fevere 
punithment fhall be inflicted 
—}oras according tothe rules 
of common equity, of him, to 
whom much was entrufted, 
much will be required—to in 
the day of future retribution, 
diftinguifhed — improvement 
will be expected trom thole 
to whom God hath given dil- 
tinguithed abilities. 

§—19 My coming will oc- 
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cafion the fire of perfecution 
to fpread and rage in the moit 
dreadful manner among man- 
kind—-and how ardently do 
I wifh that the fame had al- 
ready feized me its firft de- 
{ftined victim ! 

50 For J have a dreadful 
fcene of mifery to undergo, 
and my mund will ever be 
creatly oppreffed and tortur- 
ed ’all I have fuftained it. 

51 Do you flatter your- 
felves with the fancuine hopes, 
that I fhall fubdue the whole 
world—and then eftablhith a 
lafting univerfal peace—no— 
my coming into the world, 
will produce the moft impla- 
cable difcords and animolfi- 
ties. 

52 For no fooner fhall the 
cofpel be publifhed in the 
world, but in a family con- 
fitting of five perions, three 
of them will be at irreconcile- 
able variance with two—theie 
latter as embittered againit the 
former. 

53 Ie will occafion fuch 
dreadful quarrels, as will dii- 
folve all the ties of natural 
affection, and break the moft 
intimate bonds of confangui- 
nity. 

§—54 He then addreffed 
himlelé to the multitude that 
ftood around him and faid— 
When you fee a cloud rife in 
the weft, you immediately 
fay, A fhower is forming — 


and 
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and your obfervation is 
truce. 

55 When the wind alfo 
changes to the fouth, you 
fay, We fhall now have ful- 
try heat—and your prognol- 
tication is 100n verified, 

56 FHivpocrites ! and are 
you fo expert and intauibic 
in your prelages of the wea- 
ther — and yet not able with 
the greateit precifion anc 
clearneds to difcern the parti- 
cular marks and features Oj 
the prefent period ? 

57 Why de you not freely 
permit your own reafon and 
undertandi ing, In acafe fo per- 
{picuous and evident, to direct 
you to what is juft and pro- 
per to be done? 

58 Strive therefore to: 
vert from you the divine di f 
pleature, betore ir overwhelm 
Yor, by {pcedy repentance 
ecu rerermation of life——fer 
ie re 100, vhile his adver- 
fary is cuntucting him before 
a naciitrate, Is too proud to 
endeavour to forten his refent- 
ments by making every con- 
ccfion—-and is too obitinate 
to appeafe his anger by leni- 
ty and condefcenfion he 
will proceed to the moft un- 
happy extremities : 

59 and will finally involve 
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him in that complicated mi- 
ery and ruin, which by an 
carly reconciliation he miche 
have prevented but ou 
which he will not be able to 
extricate himfelf, ’all he hath 
fully clutted his revenge, 





Cool A: P:. Sent. 
GO ME who were prefent 


on this occafion told 
him how Pilate had maffacr- 
ed a number of Galilzans as 
they were performing a fo- 
lemn facrifce, and had ming- 
led their Blood? in one come 
mon ftream with the blood of 
their victims. 

Jefus faid to them, Do 
you inter from this, that thefe 
perfons were more abandoned 
and wicked than others of the 

Galilzans, becaufe they were 
affaffinated in this fhecking 
manner f 

3 The inference is unjuft 
—-and let me add, that un- 
lefs you f{peedily repent and 
reform your lives, you will 
all perifh by a fimilar de- 
{truction *, 

4. Or do you conclude that 
thofe eighteen men, on whom 
the tower of Siloam fell, and 
buried them in its ruins, had 
been guilty of more heinous 


k In dcrh thefe inftances, and in the parable of the fg-tree, he refers to 
the defiruction of Jerufalem by /e/pafian and Titus. 
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and atrocious crimes than 
ail the reft of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem? 

5 The conclufion is falfe 
—and you will all, let me fo- 
Jemnly repeat it, unlefs you 
fincerely repent and amend 
your lives, be overwhelmed 
in fimilar perdition. 

6 He then recited the fol- 
lowing table—A GentLe- 
MAN had planted a fig-tree in 
a good fituation and in an 
happy foil—and hecame from 
tine to time expecting to 
find it covered with fruit, 
but was always difappointed. 

7 At Jatt, tired with long 
and fruitlefs expectation, he 
eulled the gardener and faid, 
I have been patiently waiting 
now thefe three years, in 
hopes that tree would bear, 
and have been always fruf- 
trated—cut it inftantly down 


1 Shei is faid, iver: 165 40 


Saiax, it is in the original, had tied together. 
who went couble, 1s here faid to be thus aifected by the devil. 
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—it 1s only a nuifance in my 
gardcn. 

8 ‘Vhe gardener faid, Sir! 
let 1t ftand another year-——1 
will loofen the foi] about it, 
and lay fome frefh manure to 
Its roots. 

9 Perhaps with this affif- 
ae it may bear—it it does 

t, L will then cut it down. 
nis As Jefus was on the 
fabbath inftruéting the peo- 
ple in one of the fynagocues, 

11 there was in the affem- 
bly a woman, who had been 
a miferable {pectacle for eigh- 
teen years—her body was 
bowed double', without her 
being in the leaft able to raile 
herfelf upright. 

12 When Jefus perceived 
this unhappy object, he cal- 
led her to him and faid—You 
are from this moment freed 
trom yourmiterable condition. 
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have been thus afflicted bv Satax. Who 
The body of a perion, 
From 


wich we learn that any thing, which artfected the human body ina fir- 
gular and extraorainary manner, was by the people of thofe times attri- 
tured to the agency of dymons. The heathens talk in the fame man- 
ver. Afacrob/us menuons women who were geanreCantss moor-srack, and 
omen tS oOo nzec Diaza-fruck, Saturn. 2. a7. In Plautus we meet with 
Cerrita, Ceres-firuk, one whofe mind was difordered by Cures. sdiaphit. 
Prete WOE: the fe Bane an VOSA. And there 1s Very. eniarabie 
pale in, the OL: yy, Which I have never feen quoted on this fubject, in 
which flow confuimmy pains are attributed co the influence of ainignant 
dtnion. Og. Is. 
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12 He laid his hands upon 
her—inttantly fhe ftood erect 
—and poured forth her ardent 
gratitude to God for this fig- 
nal deliverance. 

14 The ruler of the fyna- 
cooue, being a fpectator of 
this tranfaction, was heinouf- 
ly offended that Jefus fhould 
thus impioufly prophane the 
fabbath by performing mira- 
culous cures— and he pub- 
lickly reproved the people, 
faying, There are fix days, 
in which any work is allow- 
ed to be tranfacted — come 
on thefe, and have your in- 
difpofitions removed but 
infringe not the facred du- 
ties of the fabbath. 

15 Jefus turned to him 
and faid — Thou hypocrite! 
Doth any of you judge it a 
violation of the fabbath to 
loofe his cattle from the ftall, 
and drive them to water? 

16 And ought not this 
daughter of Abraham, who 
hath been confined in fuch a 
miferable and unhappy con- 
dition for eighteen years, be 
releafed from iton the fabbath? 

17 This fpeech filenced his 
opponents, and covered them 
with confufion—But the mul- 
titude, who had been wit- 
neffes ot fuch amazing exer- 
tions of divine power, were 
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tran{ported with religious era- 
titude aud exultation. 

§—18 He then faid by 
what fimilitude fhall I repre- 
fent the gofpel difpenfation ? 

19 [tis like a fingle grain 
of muttard feed, which a man 
fows in his garden — which 
imperceptibly grows larger 
and larger, ull at laft it be- 
comes one of the moft ftately 
of the vegetable tribes 
and fhoots out fuch luxuriant 
branches as afford fhelter 
and lodging to the fowls of 
heaven. 

20 He again faid, What 
doth the golpel difpenfation 
refemble ! 

21 It may be compared to 
leaven, which a woman mix- 
ed among a very confiderable 
quantity of dough, ull the 
whole mafs was fermented. - 

§ — 22 Jesus continued 
his journey towards Jerufa- 
lem — iniftructing the people 
in all the towns and villages 
he pafied thro’. 

23 A perfon now faid to 
him, Sir! will there be but 
an inconfiderable number of 
thofe who will be finally fav- 
ed ?— He turned and faid to 
the furrounding multitude, 

24 Strenuoufly exert all 
your endeavours, to gain ad- 
miflion within the narrow ™ 





™ He calls it zarrow, beeaufe the Jews of that age, concerning whom 
only he here fpeaks, being almoft univerfally abandoned, and rejecting 
all the evidences of the goipel, would be excluded from happinefs. 
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ate of eternal life —- Thou- 
Fads, when the period of their 
trial is-over, wall importu- 
nately beg to be admitted — 
but fhall be tor ever repuli fed. 

25 When the mafter of the 
houfe hath fhut and locked 
the dcor, and you approach 
it and knock, beeging in the 
moft moving and fupplicant 
terms for admiffion —he will 
call out to you and afk you, 
Who you are that folicit for 
permiffion to enter his houle 
at fuch an unieafonable hour? 

26 You will then fay, We 
are perions, Sir, who have 
frequently been happy in 
your converfation on earth, 
and have often heard you de- 
liver, in our refpective towns 
your divine and heavenly dif- 
courfes. 

27 He will then reply, 
Notwithftanding what you 
affert, I do not know you — 
you have enjoyed fingular ad- 
vantages, but have mifim- 
proved them—You finful and 
abandoned creatures depart ! 

28 You will be transfixed 
with the acuteft mifery and 
anguifh, when you fee Abra- 
ham, Haac and Jacob, and all 
the eminent and iluftrious 
prophets, enjoying the pleni- 
tude of celeftial blefednefs— 


and find yourfelves for ever, 


excluded from thote happy 
teats | 
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2g For numbers of good 
men of every nation, and in 
the moft diftant regions thal 
there be all collected, and 
form one vait and happy {o- 

PCICEy, 

30 Butthole, to whom the 
means of fecuring this happi- 
nefs were Jeff offered fhall be 
the jivft in embracing them— 
and thofe to wnom they were 
Jixft propofed, fhall be the 
left to admit them. 

§—31 Some Phariices that 
day came to him, and advil- 
ed him to quit thofe parts 
with the utmoft precipitation 
—telling him that Elerod in- 
tended to apprehend, and put 
him to death. 

32 Go and tell that fox, 
he rephed, that I fhall per- 
form miraculous cures in his 
dominions for the three next 
enfuing days. 

33 And I know that I thall 
perform them in fafety and 
fecurity for it cannot be 
that a prophet be murdered 
any where out of the pre- 
cinéis of Jerufalem. 

34 O Jerufalein! Jerufa- 
ion | Thou who haft murder- 
ed fo many prophets, and 
haft ftoned to death fo many 
good men, who were fent to 
reform thee—for how many 
ages have I ftrove to fave thee 
from ruin with all the anxi- 
ous care and tender follici- 

ude 
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tude cf the moit affectionate 
parent "—but. you have obfti- 
nately refuied. 

35 For this your incorrigi- 
ble difobedience, the moft 
dreadful deftruction fhall o- 
verwhelm your city, and 
your country fhall be depo- 
pulated—Nor thall you ever 
again fee me prefent among 
you, “ull the time that you 
fay, Untpeakably happy is 
he, who 1s a profeflor of the 
colpel ! 


CHAP. XIV. 
1 PE) EING afked to dinner 


“ by one of the princi- 
pal men amoay che Pharifees, 
he accepted the invitation—— 
bur iis conduct was narrowly 
oblerved with an infidious 
dehgn to cenfure and afperfe 
him. | 

2 While he was in the 
houfe a miferable object, 
fwoilen with the dropfy, was 
brought berore him. 


3 Jcfus turned to the 


expounders of the law and. 


the Pharifees, who were there, 
and faid, [s ic lawful to heal 
on the fabbath day? 

4 They maintained a ful- 
len filence—He then laid his 
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hand upon him, healed him 
ina moment, and difmilled 
him. 

5 He then faid to them, 
Doth the ftri€teft and moft 
{crupulous perfon among you, 
when he fees any of his cat- 
tle fallen into a pit, hefirate 
a moment to extricate and 
preferve it on the fabbath. 

6 This argument con- 
founded them—and with all 
their malice they were unable 
to obviate it. 

7 Obfervine with what ea- 
gernefs the company {trove 
to fecure fome of the princi- 
pal and moft honourable feats 
at this entertainment; he re- 
proved their ambition and a- 
entatious vanity in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

& When you are invited 
toa nuptial feaft, fuffer not a 
principle of pride and arro- 
gance to prompt you to {fe- 
lect one of the firft places at 
table for yourfelf—for fhould 
a perfon of greater dignity and 
eminence than yourfelf enter 
the room, 

g and the gentleman who 
invited you fhould come, and 
order you to quit your feat 
for a perfon of his charaé¢ter 
—you would then be fevere- 


n In the gree& it is—as an hen anxioufly proteSeth her chickens under 
her wings. This fine piéture of tendernefs is reprefented by that pa- 


thetic and moral poet Euripiaes. 


Niota@ ase arepuyes ticmitvey suas, Tread. 746. 
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ly mortified, and defcend 
trom the elevation you had oc- 
cupied, covered with blufhes 
and confufion. 

10 Upon fucn occafions 
eo and choofe one of the 
Jowe{t feats—that when the 


gentleman takes a view of 


his guefts he may fay to you, 
My dear friend! you fhall not 
fit there—lI will place you ac- 
cording to the diftineuifhed 
worth I know you to poffefs 
—This conduét will gain you 
the rcfpect of the company, 
and conciliate that regard 
and honour to which 
nuine and unaftected hum- 
lity and modefty are enti- 
tled °. 

tt For afpiring arrogance 
fhall be debafed, but humbie 
virtue fhall be exalted, 

12 He then faid to the 
perion, who afked him to 
dinner, When you make a 
{plendid and fumptuous en- 
tertainment, invite not mere- 
ly your relations, your friends, 
and the opulent families in 
your neighbourhood —— for 


oe. 
Be 


There is a ftory in Plutarch that iluflrates this precept. 
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thefe will re-invite you to 
their entertainments, and re- 
turn the civilities you have 
fhewed them. 

13 But when you make a 
magnificent feaft, inform the 
cripple and the blind, the in- 
digent and neceffitous, and 
diftribute the fragments of 
it among them, that they 
may ¢ alfo | participate the plen- 
ty of your genial table. 

14 This difinterefted benc- 
ficence will fecure you the 
divine blefling — Theie un- 
happy objects cannot recom- 
penie you—God will recom- 
penfe you at the relurrection 
of the good. 

15 One of the company 
bearing this difcourfe jard, 
How diflinguifhed will é7s 
bappinefs be, who lives un- 
der the reign of the Meffiah, 
and fhares that feftivity and 
joy, that will then be uni- 
verfal °. 

16 He replied, Ax opv- 
LENT gentleman prepared a 
orand and {plendid  enter- 
tainment—and the preceding 


One Lxeixs, 


WwW i h. ad been lately flruck out of the hut of Sevaters, entered the theatre 
one day, when there were fome grand reprefentations to be exhibiced ; 


the populace and Senators being all feated 
of the Joe and leait hopour able forms 
they could not bears it 
moured, and infifted upon his fitting among the Senators 
accordingly admutted him among them. 

el che oe) icinal, cat bread in the kingdom of God. 
Ged fignites the ames of the Meifiah. 


pulace univ rerfal compailion 





celehial worid. 





He placed himtelf on one 
The fight excited in the po- 
They all cia- 
The Senators 
Plut, Flamin, 694. Stephan. 

The kingdom cf 
Eat vg bread Cannot refer to the 
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day fent invitations to a great 
number. 

17 Waiting a long time 
for his guefts, but to no pur- 
pofe — at laft he difpatched 
one of his fervants to them, 
begging they would delay no 
longer —for every thing was 
ready to be ferved up. 

18 Vhey then all began to 
make apologies for abfenting 
themlelves—TI beg you would 
excufe me to your matter, 
one faid—lI have lately made 
a purchafe of an eftate, and 
Tam obhged this very day to 
go and view it. 

19 Another faid, I hope 
your mafter will not be dif 
pleafed at my abfence-—-] 
have juft bought a couple of 
oxen for the plow, and Iam 
going this moment to makea 
trial of them. 

20 A third faid, Iam now 
celebrating my nuptial fo- 
Jemnities, and it 1s impoffi- 
ble for me to come. 

21 The fervant returned 
and gave in the reafons they 
had alledged for abfentine 
themfelves — The gentleman 
incenfed at their contemp- 
tuous treatment of him, or- 
cered his fervant inftanily to 
go into the flreets and lanes 
of the town—and to invite to 
his houfe all the poor, the 
mutilated, the lame, and the 
Dlind he could meet with. 


22 The fervant foon re- 


ok 
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35 
turned, followed by a numer- 
ous train of unhappy objects 
—whom when he had difpof- 
ed, he went and told his ma- 
{ter that the room was capas 
ble of containing a great ma- 
ny more. 

23 The gentleman faid, Do 
you go then into the public 
roads about the city, and ex- 
ert all che force and power of 
perfuafion to prevail with e- 
very wretched creature you 
lee, to come to my houfe — 
I am defirous to have it filled. 

24. For I am determined 
not to fend any more invita- 
tions to thofe, who have treat- 
ed me in fo difrelpeétful a 
manner. P 

§—25 He was now follow- 
ed by an immente multitude— 
to whom he turned, and thus 
addrefled himfeli— 

26 Every one who is per- 
fuaded in his own mind of 
the truth of my religion—if 
in times of perlecution, he 
doth not break all the ftrong 
endearing ties of filial piety, 
conjugal tendernefs, and pa- 
ternal affection, and diffolve 
all the other bonds of con- 
fanguinity, rather than abjure 
his religion, and publickly 
difavow its principles — thal] 
never be acknowledged as a 
true and genuine difciple. 

27 nod he that is unwil- 
ling to fubmit to the fame fe- 
ries of fuferings for his reli- 
clon 
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gion as I have fupported, 1s 
unworthy the name of my 
difciple. 

28 It is proper, as in other 
cafes, thai you fhoula previ- 
oufly calculate what a pro- 
feffion of the gofpel may pro- 
bably coft you—For does not 
every one, who intends to 
build himfelf a grand and 
magnificent houfe, deliberate- 
ly fit down, and eftimate the 
expence it will involve him 
in before it 1s completed. 

29 For fhould all his for- 
tune. be expended and he be 
forced to drop his defign 
when he hath done little more 
than juft Jaid the founda- 
tion — every paffing traveller 
would infult his folly and in- 
difcretion. 

30 See here an houfe be- 
gun upon an elegant and ex- 
tenfive plan, but thro’ the 
inconfideration and impru- 
dence of fome thoughtelefs 
creature obliged to be difcon- 
tinued, and left in this con- 
dition ! 

31 And doth not every 
prince, who marches a body 
of troops to give battic to his 
enemy, who is advancing to 
meet him, deliberately con- 
fider, before an engagement 
enfue, whether he with ten 
thoufand is able to cope with 
twice the number? 

g2 Will he not, 
calmly reviews his 


when he 
fituation, 
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and finds how unequal he is 
to the confict, dilpatch an 
embaffadour to him, and pro- 
pofe terms of acconimoda- 
tion ? 

33 In like manner he that 
doth not previonfly retolve to 
break of every tond connec- 
tion, and facrifice cil his 
worldly interefts from a fin- 
cere love and attachment to 
ny caufe, is unworthy the 
character of a ditciple. 

24 As fale is of exceilent 
ufe fo lone as it preferves 
its original qualitics, but 
when infipid, is thrown away 
as ufelefs—So be ye ever 
careful to maintain your tn- 
teority unblemifhed and ir- 
reproachable ; 

95 Kor flould you..once 
violate and forfeit it, you 
will defervediy render your- 
felves the moft abject and 
worthlefs of all mankind — 
He that is endowed with in- 
telletual powers, let him di- 
ligently cultivate them by a 
facred attention to truth and 
wifdom. 


CHAP. XV. 


I LL, the tax-eatherers 
and a great number 
of other perfons of profligate 
and immoral characters ap- 
proached him in a body to 
hear his di{courtes. , 
2 The Pharifees and Scribes 
{ecing 


Chap. xv. 


feeing thefe collected toge- 
ther and forming a part “of 
his audience, faid, ‘This per- 
jon freely admits and famili- 
arly converfes with men of 
wicked and abandoned lives. 

3 Upon hearing thete cen- 
fures, he turned and addrel- 
fed them in the following fi- 
gurative manner. 


4 Any of you that had an 


hundred fhecp, if but one of 


them happen to ftray, would 
he not leave the ninety-nine, 
and traverfe the deferts and 
mountains with diligent and 
anxious care in fearch of it ? 

5 And fhould he be fo for- 
tunate as to find it, doth he 
not reconduct it in his arms 
to the reft of his flock, ina 
tranfport of joy? 

6 And when he comes 
home, he immediately fends 
for his friends and his neigh- 
bours—and, elated with his 
fuccefs, fays, Congratulate me 
upon my unexpected felici- 
ty !—JI have jut now found 
the fheep, that I had for fome 
time looked upon as irretriev- 
ably Joft. 

7 In like manner I folemn- 
ly affure you, That there 1s 
greater rejoicing in heaven 
over one fincere penitent than 
over ninety-nine good per- 
fons, who are already eftab- 
lifhed in the habits of piety 
and virtue. 

8 A woman too, that hath 
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accumulated by her induftry 
ten pieces, if ihe happen to 
lofe but one of them, doth fhe 
not light a candie, weep the 
houfe, and explore every 
room with the greateft folici- 
tude and itricteft fearch. 

g It fhe is fo happy as to 
find i.--in an ccitacy of joy 
fhe iniuntly fends, tor her 
fricnus and neighbours, and 
lays, Congratulate ime on my 
unlooked-tor fuccefs——ior I 
have found the piece which I 
bad almoft given up as irre- 
coverably lott. 

10 Such joy is there among 
the bleffed {pirits in the regi- 
ons of immortality at the re- 
formation of one abandoned 
finner. 

~§—11 A Gentleman of 
a {plendid family and opulent 
fortune had two fons. 

12 One day the younger 
approached his father, and 
begoed him in the moft im- 
portunate and foothing terms 
to make a partition of his ef- 
fects betwixt himfelf and his 
elcer brother-+T he indulgent 
father, overcome by his bian- 
difhments, immediatly di- 
vided all his fortunes betwixt 
them 

13 A few days after, the 
younger brother converted all 
the eltates that had been thus 
affigned him into ready mo- 
ney—lett his native foil, and 
fettled in a forcign country: 
—where, 
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—where, by a courfe of de- 
bauchery, profligacy, and e- 
very expenfive and fafhion- 
able amufement and diffipa- 
tion, in a very fhort time, he 
fquandered it all away. 

14 As foonas he had diffi- 
pated his fortune, and was 
now reduced to extreme indi- 
ovence—a terrible famine vi- 
fited the country in which he 
refided, and raged with fuch 
dire and univerfal deveftati- 
on, that he was in want even 
of the common neceffaries of 
life. 

15 Finding himfelf now 
defticute of bread, and hav- 
ing nothing to eat to fatisty a 
raging appetite—he went to 
an opulent citizen, and bee- 
ged him in the moft fupphi- 
cant terms that he would em- 
ploy himin any menial drud- 
gery —The gentleman hired 
him, and fent him into his 
fields to feed iwine %._ 

16 Here he was {o dread- 
fully tormented with hunger, 
that he envied even the {wine 
the hufks which he faw them 
ereedily devour—and would 
willingly have allayed with 
thefe the dire fenfations he 
felt—but none of his fellow- 
fervants would permit him.? 

17 But reflection, which 
his vices had kept fo long in 
a profound fleep, now a- 
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woke—He now began to re- 
view the pait fcenes of his 
life, and all the plenty and 
happinefs in which he had 
once lived now rufhed inte 
his mind—What a vatt num- 
ber of fervants, faid he, hath 
my father, who riot in fuper- 
fluous abundance and _af- 
fluence, while I am ema- 

ciated ane dying with hun- 
ver. : 

18 IT am determined to go 
to my dear aged parent, and 
try to excite his tendernefs 
and compaffion for me — I 
will kneel before him, and 
accoft him in thefe penitent 
and Bee terms — Beft of 
parents! I acknowledge my- 
felf an ungrateful creature to 
heaven and to you!” 

19 I have rendered my- 
felf, by a lone courfe of ma- 
ny fhameful vices, unworthy 
of the name of your child !— 
Condefcend to hire me into 
your family in the capacity of 
the meaneft flave. 

20 Having formed this re- 
folution, he travelled towards 
home, without cloaths, and 
without fhoes—with all the 
hafte, that a body pining with 
hunger, and exhaufted by fa- 
tigue could make+-When he 
was now come vihin fight of 
home, his father faw him at 
a diftance—knew him—and 
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« Avery difagreeable office to a Fer. 


Was 
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was fubdued at once with pa- 
ternal tendernefs and pity— 
He rufhed to meet him with 
fwift and impatient fteps— 
folded him in his arms——im- 
printed a thoufand ardent 
kiffes on his lips—-the tears 
ftraying down his venerable 
cheeks, and the big paMons, 
that ftrugeled in his breaft, 
choaking his utterance. 

21 After fome time the 
fon faid—Beit and kindeft of 
parents! I have been guilty 
of the blackeft ingratitude 
both to God and to you!— 
I am unworthy ever to be 
called your child ! 

22 His father without 
making any reply to thefe 
words, called his fervants, 
fayine, Bring hither immedi- 
ately a complete fuit of the 
beft apparel I] have in the 
houfe— 

22 And do yeu fetch the 
fat calt-from the ftall, and 
kill it—for we will devote this 
day to feftivity and joy. 

24 For this is my jon !— 
He, whoie death I have fo 
long and bitterly deplored, is 
yet alive: Him, whom I 
believed had miferably perith- 
ed, I have now recovered !— 
A moft {plendid  entertain- 
ment was accordingly pre- 
pared—and every heart was 
dilated with tranfport on this 
happy occafion. 

25 In the mean time, 
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man 


poe Ae 
while they were thus joyfully 
celebrating his return — ithe 
elder brother was abfenct in 
the fields On his coming 
home in ae evening, when 
he approached the houte, he 
heard the whole dome refound 
with vocal and inftrumental 
mufic, and dancing. 

26 He called one of the 
fervants, and afked him the 
meaning of this unexpected 
{cene. 

27 The fervant faid, Your 
brother, Sir, is juft returned 





trom abroad——and your fa- 
ther 1s celebrating this happy 


occafion by a molt iplendid 
and elegant entertainment. 
28 This account of his 
father’s conduct highly incen- 
fed and exafperated him—— 
and he obftinately refuled to 
go into the hall to his brother, 
and to the other company — 
His behaviour being told the 
father, he came out to hin— 
and even entreated him to 
comein,and fhare their felicity. 
29 To thefe affectionate 
perfuafions he fullenly  repli- 
ed, I have done all your 
drudgery for a great number 
of years paft, and never once 
difobeyed any cf your orders 
—yet you never made me a 
prefent even of fuch a trifle 
as a kid, and bad me go and 
entertain my friends. 
50, But no dooner .deth 
this libertine return to you, 
aiter 
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after having diffipated all the 
fortune you gave him in 
the vileft fenfualiry and de- 
bauchery— but you embrace 
him in an ecftacy of joy — 
bathe him in a flood of tears 
-——and folemnize the day by 
a fumptuous and magnificent 
Teait. 

31 His father faid to him, 
My dear fon! the paternal 
inheritance you know, is 
yours You have been al- 
ways with me: I have never 
regretted your abfence— 

32 You too’ ought there- 
fore to indulge the warmett 
yoy, and mutually to fhare in 
our trantports, upon receiv- 
ing a brother, whofe death 
we have fo often lamented, 
and recovering one, whofe 
lofs we have to bitterly de- 
plored. 
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1 H* moreover recited to 

his difciples the fol- 
lowing parable—A CERTAIN 
rich nobleman had a fteward, 
who was accufed of embezz- 
ling his property, and cuff 
pating his fortunes in a courte 
of extravagance and profu- 
fion. 
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2 Immediately upon this 
information he fent for his 
{teward, and faid to him — 
Whar foundation ts there for 
the fcandalous reports I re- 
ceive of your conduct ? —— 
You are charged with fraud 
and difhonefty to me — Lay 
all your’ accounts regularly 
before me —for I fhall not 
continue you any longer in 
the office. 

3 So unexpected a recep- 
tion quite overwhelmed the 
fteward —- Alas, faid he to 
himfelf, what fhall I do for a 
maintenance when my lord 
difcards me! —— I have no 
ftrencth to do any of the 
drudgery of agriculture — 
and to beg my bread from 
door to door, is a thought 
that fills me with confufion 
and horror. 

4 After deliberating fome 
time what courfe he fhould 
purfue—he cried out in rap- 
tures I have hit upon a 
fortunate fcheme, that will, 
when I am turned out, pre- 
ferve me from indigence and 
wretchednefs — and procure 
me a friendly entertainment 
and reception among my 
lord’s tenants. 

5 When he had planned 





® Our tranflators have entirely disfigured the beauty of the parable 


by tranflating it ave, inftead of you alo. 
tended to reprefent the ‘Feayv, and the younger the Gentile 


For as the e/der brother was in- 
the father, 





who reprefents the common parent of both nations, judges it highly rea- 
fonable and fraternal, that the e/ver Should rejoice at the converfion of the 


Jounger e 
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and concerted his projet, he | diftributing, in charity and 


fent for every tenant, whom 
he knew was in arrears to his 
lord, and faid to one—How 
much do you ftand indebted 
to my mafter ? 

6 Thetenant faid, My debt 
amounts to one hundred 
baths of oil—~ The fteward 
faid, Take your bill imme- 
diately, and fet down fifty. 

7 He called another and 
{aid to him, How much do 
you owe ?—Hie faid, an hun- 
dred homers of wheat—rHe 
faid, Take your bill and put 
down eighty. . 

8 When the gentleman 
heard of this fcheme which 
his artful and fraudulent 
iteward had formed and exe- 
cuted -— he greatly admired 
and applauded him for the 
admirable acutenels and pro- 
found fagacity he had dif- 
played to procure himfelf a 
livelihood —- For thofe, who 
are devoted to temporal in- 
terefts, exert greater wiidom 
and prudence in the manage- 
ment of their fecular bufi- 
nefs, than the virtuous and 
good diicover in the trant- 
action of their celefial con- 
cerns, 

g l exhort you in like man- 
ner to procure the favour of 


God and good fpirits by 


beneficence, the tranficory 
riches of this life—that when 
they are exhaufted *, or torn 
from you by any accident, 
you may find a joyful recep- 
tion into the manfions of im- 
mortaiity. 

10 As he that hath main- 
tained an uncorrupted integ- 
rity in the management of a 
{mall truft, will difplay it in 
amore lmiportant ag es 
on the contrary; as he who 
hath been difhoneft in the 
loweft {tation will carry witl 
him the fame fraudulent prin- 
ciples into the hicheit: 

11 fo alfo ir you do not 
approve your fidelity and 
virtue in the adminiftration 
of the falfe and fugitive in- 
terefts of tails lite ~ how can 
you expect that God will 
commit to you tne folid and 
permanent riches of ¢ ecernity | 

12 And it you have vio- 
lated the principles or intes- 
rity and honour in the direc- 
tion of what God hath en- 
trufted you with for fo /hort 
a time—will he affign to you 
the perpetual poffeffion of im- 
mortality ! 

13 As it is impofMfible for 
a fervant to love two maiters 
of quite ditferent dupofitions 
and ome with equal affec- 


* Fxartn which the Alexandrian and Gantaies MSS. exhibit, is the 


true reading. 
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tion—for one will neceffarily 
be the object cr his efteem 
and regard, and the other of 
his ave Ton and contempt— 
fo no perion can at the fame 
time be truly religious, while 
his heart is enflaved to fordid 
avarice and worldly-aiinded- 
nefs. 

§ 14. Tuer Pharifees, 
who were exceffively avarici- 
ous, heard the preceding dil- 
couries—and treated him with 
the moft contemptuous fcorn 
and derifion. 

15 Jefus fecing the con- 
tempt they expreficd, turned 
to them and faid, Betore the 
world you fhow a fair exter- 
nal femblance of uncom- 
mon fanctity and holinefs — 
but God fees the turpitude 
and defermity that lurk be- 
hind it—That which fecures 
you the admiration and ap- 
plaufe of man, God beholds 
with ceteftation and horrour. 

16 The mofaic difpentation 
continued in full force ’dll 
the commencement of John’s 
miniftry——fince that period 
the joyful news of the gofpel 
difpenfation is every where 
proclaimed and publifhed, 
but the incornetbly deprav- 
ed and prejudiced oppole Its 
reception with the moit de- 
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termined violence ' 
cour. 

17 Butnotwithitanding their 
inveterate rage to crufhitin its 
birth, fooner fhall heaven and 
earth be confounded in one 
general ruin, than the leatt 
of my laws be ever abrogated 
and iduperfeded by the malice 
of men. 

18 He that repudiates his 
wife to marry another is guil- 
ty of adultery — and he that 
marries the woman thus dif- 
miffed is accefiory to the 
crime of adultery. 

§—1g THERE wasarich man 
poffefied of an immenfe for- 
tune—who was always drefi- 
ed in the moit fplendid and 
fumptuous robes — and was 
every day regaled with all the 
refinements of luxury and 
pleature. 

20 \t the proud gate of this 
rich voluptuary was laid a moit 
miferable object whofe name 
was Lazarus—covered with 
ulcers. 

21 This unhappy creature 
folicited in the moft plaintive 
and moving terms, that he 
might have only the crumbs, 
that dropped from the luxuri- 
ous board, to allay his raging 
hunger—but was refufed— 
The dogs, however, more 
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and ran- 


t The Cambridge MS. reads—Every one that is di/pofed to embrace the 


gofpel is violently outraged. 
nal reading. 


‘his appears to me to have been the origi- 


friendly 
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friendly and compaflionate, al- 
fuaged his pain, and gave 
him a momentary eafe by 
licking his fores. 

22 Death foon gave this 
wretched creature a kind dif. 
miffion from his forrows — 
But behold! he was inftant- 
ly conveyed by angels into 
the regions of immortal 
blifs, and made an affeffor with 
Abraham — The proud fen- 
fualift alfo died and was in- 
terred. 

23 But the moment after 
the diffolution of foul and 
body, he found himfelf plune- 
ed into the moft dreadful and 
horrid miferies In thefe 
doleful regions throwing his 
eyes around from fide to fide, 
he difcovered at an immenfe 
diftance his great progenitor 
Abraham, and Lazarus re- 
clining on his bofom, in the 
full fruition of ineffable joy. 

24 Inftantly he rated his 
voice, and in the moft pierc- 
ine and affecting accents cri- 
ed, Pity, Othou great and 
worthy anceftor, do pity me! 
—4I1 conjure thee, fend La- 
zarus to me! — It is buta 
{mall favour I follicit—only 
to dip the tip of his finger 
in cold water, and put one 
fingle refrefhing drop to my 
tongue—for I fuffer the moft 
dire and intolerable torments 
in thefe incircling Aames! 

25 Abraham faid to him, 
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Confider, my fon !—on earth 
you were blefled with afflu- 
ence, and traverfed a circle 
of every fond amufement and 
joy — Lazarus on the con- 
trary was overwhelmed with 
all human hife’s variety of 
wretchednefs — But here the 
{cene is reveried——-Now he is 
confummately happy — thou 
art completely wreiched. 

26 Befides, it is impoffible 
for us to afford thee the af- 
fiftance thou fo pathetically 
imploreft—for there is a vatt 
and profound eulpn that e- 
ternally interpoies betwixt us, 
and for ever precludes all 
mutual intercourie betwix 
the inhabitants of theie two 
different regions. 

27 Po this he replied. fut- 
fer me however, O moft ho- 
ly and illuftrious progenitor, 
to prevail with you to fend 
him to my father’s houle. 

28 | have five: brotaers 
diffolved in luxury and a 
fure—Bid him appear to thele 
and warn them in the mott 
folemn manner to repent and 
reform their lives, that they 
too may not be precipitate 
into thele doleful and horrid 
abodes. 

29 To this requeft Abra- 
ham replied, T ay have the 
books of Mofes and the pro- 
phets—the rules of their du- 
ty are there plainly delinear- 
el —— ] baeie 
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rules the laws of their moral | gilance over your own con- 


conduét and obedience. 

30 He refumed, Suffer me, 
ereat anceitor, to be impor- 
tunate with you— If a celel- 
tial fpirit were folemnly de- 
puted te them from the man- 
fions of the dead to admonih 
them—they would be reclaim- 
ed from their vices. 

ai We anfwered, If they 
are determined to flight the 
faithful advice of Motes and 
the prophets, they would al- 
f> difregard the moft folemn 
admoniuons that could be 


given them by a meilenger 


trom the world oF ipirics. 


OTL Sor. Seal, 
i 3: E faid to his cdhiciples, 
& The 


wealknefs and 
wickednefs of mankind will 
neceffarily produce many ob- 
flacles, toampede the -recep- 
ticn and provrefs of the gol- 
pel —-- but dreadtul beyond 
conception wiil be the final 
doom of that man by whom 
duch obttacles are firft laid. 

2 For whoever fhall de- 
fienedly lay a ftumbling block 
before the meaneft of my fol- 
lowers, and be the wilful 
author of his apottacy from 
my religion, had better have 
mill-itone fufpended about 
his neck, and be plunged in- 
to the profoundcit abvis. 
Iexercite the firictelt vi- 


"| 
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duét—Should your Chriftian 
brother do you an injury, re- 
prove him ina calm and dif- 
paffionate manner — it he is 
touched with compunétion 
for the injuitice he hath done 
you, and fincerely repents of 
it—hefitate not a moment to 
roraive him. 

4 And fhould he repeat 
the offence feven times in 
a day, and as oiten folicit 
your forgivenels, with fincere 
penitence declaring his for- 
row and remorfe for what he 
hath done, you fhall gener- 
ouflly roreive him. 

§-—— 5; AzsovuT that time the 
diciplesiaidce}efus, Be pleat- 
ed, Sir, to beitow upon us 
larger meafures of that faith 
that may enable us to per- 
form greater miracies, 

6 Jefus replied, Did your 
faith bear the imalleft pro- 
portion to the fingular ad- 
vantaves you have enjoyed 
of cflabhifhing and confirm- 
ing it—you would be able 
to produce as a{tonithing o- 
perations, as eradicating thas 
fycamine by a word—trani- 
porting it thro’ the air, and 
planting it in the ocean. 

~ Will any man who hath 
a fervant employed in culti- 
vating his fields or feeding 
his flocks fay to him when 
he returns home from his 
fervile occupation——Go, a 

cline 
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cline on my couch — gratify 
thine appetite, and indulge 
thine eale. 

8 Inftead of fuch language 
doth he not fay to him, Hai- 
ten fupper and wait at table 
— you may afterwards get 
yourfelf fome refrefhment 
after your fatigue. 

g Is he under any obliga- 
tion to fis fervant for obey- 
ing his orders and perform- 
ing the incumbent offices of 
his {tation ? — moft certainly 
none at all. 

10 In like manner after 
you have recularly and con- 
icientioufiy ditcharged all the 
duties that have been enjoin- 
ed you — fay with pious and 
undiffembled humility, We 
are unprofitable creatures ! 
We have done no more than 
what our duty abfolutely re- 
quired from us! 

§—1zi In his journey to 
Jerulalem he travelled thro’ 
the confines of Samaria and 
Galilee. 

12 On his entrance into a 
villase he was met by ten 
perfons affected with leprofy 
~——who approached not his 
perfon, but ftood in a body 
at fome diftance from the 
multitude. 
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13 They then pierced the 
air with loud and_ piteous 
cries, faying, Iuttrious pro- 
phet! pity our wretched con- 
dition | 

14 }efus faid to them, Go 
and prefent yourlelves to the 
priefts according to the pre- 
{cription of the law They 
had not advanced but a few 
paces, before they found 
themfelves compleatly cured. 

15 One of them, touched 
with gratitude at his miracu- 
lous reftoration, turned back, 
celebrating the goodnets of 
God to him in loud and rap- 
turous accents. 

16 And in this flow of joy 
advancing up to Jefus, he 
threw hinfelt at his feet 
thanking him in the mof fer- 
vent effulions of oraticude for 
the mercy he had beftowed 
on him—This grateful crea- 
ure was a Samaritan. 

17 -jelus iad, AV ere nor 
ten miraculoufly healed ?—— 
Where are the other nine? 

18 Had none of them the 








ingenuity and goodne!s of 
heart to recur, “and pay 
their public acknowle de- 


ments to God, but this de- 
ipifed and detefted heretic *? 
19 Jefus then turned to 


u The ews called the Samaritans BAN ites ftrangers, tho’ Sanaria 


was but a few miles from Ferufalem. 


But the; 


‘fhunned all intercourfe with 


them, as if they had been at the reinoteit diflance, and treated them as the 


mott abandoned and defpicable heretics. 


I have SRE ae chofen to render 


it by this laft word, as conveying the ¢rve fenfe of our Saviour—who here 
cenfures the Feces for their ingratitude, and applauds ingenuity and good- 
nefs of heart’ in one whole feet and very name they implacably hated and 
abhorred. 

Ik. 3 the 
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the Samaritan and faid to him, 
Rife and go home—The fait: 
you have repofed in my di- 
vine power hath obtained the 
cure of your difeate. 

—20 BEING afked by the 
Pharifees, when the kingdom 
of the MeMah would com- 
mence he anfwered, Dhat 
kingdom 1s not to be erected 
with any external difplay of 
pomp and {plendour. 

21 Wor will it be faid, Be- 
hold! itis clorioully eftablith- 
ing itfelf in fuch or fuch a 
pa articular place — for be af- 
fured that it is now filently 
and inferfibly forming itielr 
among: you. 

22 He then faid to his dif- 
ciples, The diftrefiing times 
will foon come, when you 
will look back with regret 
on the happinefs you enjoyed 
in my former converfe, and 
a paflionately with for my 

‘efence to comfort and con- 
iole you——but with in vain. 

23 Inthoic days they will 
fay to vou, Behold! the long 
expected Mefieh hath now 
made his public appearance 
in fuch a town—Fiatten not 
thither with twirt and cager 
ftens, 

24 } For as hiahtening darts 
at one fweep in a moment 
trom one extremity of the 
pole to the other—with fuch 
rapidiry and fwitenels fhall 
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the fon of man come to de- 
ftroy the Jewifh nation. 

25 But he muft firft fuffer 
a euend indienities—and 
be publickly rejected and 
condemned by the preient ge- 
neration. 

26 The features of the 
time, in which thefe dread- 
ful calamities fhall overwhelm 
them, fhall exactly refemble 
thofe cf the times in which 
Noah lived. 

27 The men of that age 
were then immerfed in the 
exceffes of all fenfual indul- 
gence and continued in a 
courfe of luxury, intemper- 
ance, and every fott amufe- 
ment and pleafure till the 
very day that Noah entered 
into the ark—-and never once 
fuipected the impending in- 
undation, till it fuddenly 
rufhed down upon them and 
{wept them all away. 

28 It was thus alfo in the 
days of Lot Lhe anhabi- 
tants of Sodom and Gomor- 
ra were then eating, drink- 
ing, buying, felling, plant- 
ing, building—and continu- 
ed in the boundle{s purfuit of 
all fenfuality and voluptuoul- 
ne{s, 

2g *till the very hour that 
Lot quitted Sodom under 
the conduct of an angel 
when they, funk in fecurity 
and peace, were at once over- 

whelmed 
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whelmed in a torrent of fire 
and brimftone pouring upon 
them trom heaven, and were 
plunged in moft dreadful and 
univerfal perdition. 

30 Juft fuch will be the 
{tate of things, when the fon 
of man fuddenly comes, and 
difplays his power in the de- 
ftruction of this inpenitent 
nation. 

31 He who then happens 
to be on the top of his houle, 
and fees the deitructive army 
approach —let him not flay 
a moment to take any of his 
furniture.—-He who is then 
in the fields, let him not turn 
back to his houle. 

32 In that emergency let 
the remembrance of the fate 
that befell the wife of Lot 
urge you tothe moft preci- 
pitate flicht. 

33 He who fhall then 
hope to fave his life by flying 
into the {trong and fortified 
Metropolis, fhall lofe it 
But he who fhall feem to 
throw away his life by flying 
to the open and defencelets 
towns, fhall etcape deftruc- 
tion. 

34 At the time of this fud- 
den Irruption there fhall be 
two perfons in once bed, a 
good chriitian, and an unbe- 
heving few—the one ot whom 
fhall be involved in the gene- 
ral deftruétion, the other fave 
himfelf by fight. 
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35 Iwo women fhall be 
erinding at the fame mill— 
one fhail be taken captive, 
the other providentially make 
her efcape. 

36 ‘Vhere thall be two per- 
fons in the fame ficld——the 
one fhall be furprized, the o- 
ther make his efcape. 

a4, hey fard™to. him, In 
what place will thefe dread- 
ful calamities break out? — 
tHe aniwered, In every place, 
where the putrid carcate lies, 
thither will the eagles collect 
to glut their raging hunger. 


Cuap, xvi. 1 He fpoke 
the following parable to his 
difciples, in “order to repre- 
fent to them the neceffity of 
fervent and conftant prayer 
to God that they might be 
delivered from thefe impend- 
ing calamities. 

2 SER E livedinacertain ci- 
ty ajudceof amoft abandoned 
and profligate charaéter—in- 
flated with fuch infolence and 
impiety, that he profeffed a 
fovereign contempt both for 
God and man. 

3 In the fame city lived a 
forlorn and opprefied widow 
—who came to him and fup- 
plicated him in the moft im- 
portunate terms, that he 
would vindicate her caufe, 
and deliver her from the pow- 
er and inhumanity of a cruel 
and unfeeling wretch. 
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4 She teized him with 
thefe moving folicitations for 
a confiderable time to no pur- 
pofe—ftill repulied, and full 
returning to recount her at- 
fecting tale, and to implore 
redrefs At laft he faid to 
himfelf, Tho’ I confefs my 
principles are atheiftical, and 
that | have fuch a fovercign 
contempt for mankind, “as 
not to regard what they fay 
or think of my condu¢t, 

5 yet, becaufe this widow 
inceffantly fluns me with her 
complaints, and diiturbs the 
peace and tranquility of my 
mind—-I am determincd to 
abet her caufc, and vindt- 
cate her from opprefon— 
merely to rid mylelf for the 
future of her affecting and 
importunate clamours. 

6.Obferve, faid Jefus, the 
fentiments and motives of this 
Iniquitous judge! !——and how 
he fufters himtel* at laft co be 
teized into a comphance. 

7 And will not the fu- 
premely merciful and com- 
paffionate parent, tho’ his 
juftice and goodnefs feem to 
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lumber for a confiderable 
time, vindicate at laft the op- 
preiied cauie of his faithful and 
periecuted children—and in 
anfwer to their importunate 
and repeated cries and pray- 
ers reicue them from the cru- 
elty and inhumanity of their 
implacable perfecutors ™ ! 

8 I folemnly affure you he 
will in no long time appear 
in their compleat vindication, 
and wreak his dreadful ven- 
geance on their inveterate op- 
preffors—But alas! when the 
fon of man comes to inflict 
this punifhment on an incor- 
rigible people, tho’ he hath 
fo frequently and plainty af- 
ferted it, how inconfiderable 
will the number of thofe be, 
who will at that time be 
found the believers and ex- 
pectants of this oreat event* ? 

§—9 To (ome: whom he 
knew igen themfelves up- 
on their iuperior fandtity, and 
entertained a fovereign con- 
tempt for the reft of man- 
kind, he addreffed this para- 
ble: 


10 Two men went to the 
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* Such undoubtedly the Fews ever were to the Chrifrans ’r1/) the de- 


ftruction of Jerufalem 


liberty. 





Then they were vindicated into freedom and 
They fuffered ten thoufand indignities and miferies from that 


bigotted nation—but God at lait delivered “the oppreiied caufe of Chriftia- 


nity. 


* This was really the cafe, notwithfanding our Saviour’s plain pre- 
diftion of the deitru@tion of Jerufalem—yet there were numbers of care- 
Jefs and profligate Chriftians, who, as St. Peter affures us, were faying 
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temple to offer up their de- 
votions to God—one was a 
Pharifee, the other a tax-ga- 
Eherer. 

11 The Pharifee ftood by 
himielf, difdaining to mix 
with the profane and irrelici- 
ous multitude, and with an 
haughty and fupercilious look 
uttered this prayer—-I] thank 
thee, O God! that I am not 
like the reft of mankind, mon- 
{ters of rapacity, injuftice, 
and debauchery !—and I bleis 
thee, in particular, that | 
have infinitely more virtue 
and goodnefs than the tax-ga- 
therer here prefent ! 

12 For thou knoweft that 
twice every week I keep a 
folemn religious faft, and 
that I moft chearfully and 
con{cientioufly confecrate to 
pious ufes the tenth of every 
thing I poffefs. 

13 The tax-gatherer over- 
whelmed with a painful con- 
icioufneis of his heinous 
crimes, deemed himfelf un- 
worthy to enter within the 
temple of fo pure and ho- 
ly a Beino—He ftood in the 
court of the gentiles in the 
moft humble and reverential 
pofture—not daring even to 
lift his eyes towards that holy 
Being, whom he had offend- 
ed—AJl his paft cuile here 





rufhed into his mind he 
{mote his breaft and ina 
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morfe cried, Merciful God! 
be propitiousto me a fin- 
ner! 

14 I affure you that this 
latter, in confequence of this 
fincere and devout ejaculation, 
was a greater object of the 
divine favour and complacen- 
cy than the former—for fu- 
percilious arrogance fhall be 
abafed, but virtuous humili- 
ty and modeity fhall be ex- 
alted. 

§—15 Some Jewifh pa- 
rents at that time brought in- 
fants to him, that he might 
lay his hands upon them, and 
recommend them to the blef- 
fing of God—But the difci- 
ples perceiving their intenti- 
on, prevented their approach, 
and reproved thofe who 
brought them. 

16 Upon this Jefus called 
to his difciples and faid, for- 
bid not the accefs of little 
children to me—for thofe per- 
fons only, who are pofleited 
of their native innocence and 
their inoffenfive difpofitions, 
are the worthy fubjects of the 
gofpel kingdom. 

17 I declare to you in the 
moft folemn manner, That 
he who doth not receive the 
coipel difpenfation with the 
temper and difpofition of little 
children, will never be deem- 
ed a true and worthy mem- 
Der OF It, 

§—18 
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§—18 A person of dif- 
tinction now approached and 
accofted him in the following 
manner —Condefcend, good 
inftructor, to acquaint me 
what courfe of practice I mult 
purfue in order to enfure e- 
ternal harninefs. 

19 Jetus iad to him, 
What induces you to call me 
¢666-—— that venerable title 
ean effentiaily belong only to 
the one fupreme God. 

20 You know the precepts 
which God hath prefcribed 
as the rules of duty---for ex- 
ample, Thou fhalt not be 
culty of adultery, of mur- 
der, of theft, of falie accufa- 
tion—thou fhalt honour thy 
father and thy mother. 

a1 He anfwered——I have, 
Sir, from my childhood con- 
fcientioutly made theie im- 
portant commands the con- 
{tant rules of my conduct. 

22 fetus faid to him, You 
are {till defective in one thing 
—If vou are defirous to at- 
tain the higheit pitch of ex- 
cellence and virtue, go home, 
fell all your pofiefions, dif- 
penfe the money arifing from 
the fale among the poor, and 
become my infeparable com- 
panion by this iluftrious 
conduct you will fecure a mott 
tranicendent and diftinguifh- 
ed deeree of ccleftial bleffed- 
nefs, 
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pronounced thefe words, but 
ne was apparently overwhelm- 
ed with erief and melancholy 
—-for he was immentely rich, 

24 Jefus perceiving the 
sloom and forrow in which 
he was inftantly immerted, 
faid, How difficult a thine is 
it for thofe who are poffeifed 
of opulent fortunes to enter in- 
to the kingdom of the Miet- 
hah! 

25 It is as impoffible for 
a rich man to enter into the 
golpel kingdom, as itis for a 
cable to be forced thro’ the 
eye of a needle. 

26 They who heard this 
afiertion replied --- How can 
any rich man then ever ob- 
tain eternal falvation. 

27 He anfwered, Human- 
lv fpeaking this.1s morally im- 
poffible —but by God’s ali- 
powerful affiftance the very 
oreateft. impediments that 
riches lay in men’s road to 
chriftianity may be {urmounr- 
ed. 

28 Peter then faid to him, 
We thy difciples have relin- 
quifhed our all, and become 
thy faithful followers. 

29 Jefus faid to them, 
There ts no one, who out of 
a fincere attachment to me 
and to the gofpel hath cither 
left his home, his parents, 
his brothers, his waite, his 
children: 


30 but who fhall, even in 
the 
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the midit of the tevereft perte- 
cutions to which he fhall be 
expofed in this life, enjoy that 
ferene fatistaction and pure 
tran{fporting felicity in his 
own mind, as fhall infinitely 
compenfate for all the loffes 
he hath fuftained ---and who 
fhallin a future itate be railed 
to con{picuous and diftin- 
guifhed happinefs. 

§---31 Arter this, taking 
the twelve apoitles ahide. he 
thus fpoke to them——We are 
now travelling up to Jerufa- 
lem, where all the prediéti- 
ons of the ancient prophets 
concerning the fon of man 
fhall be accomplifhed. 

32 For he will be deliver- 
ed into the power of the Ro- 
mans, be treated with every 
indignity, mocked, infulted, 
{pit upon, 

33 torn with fcourges, and 

ublickly executed --- but on 
the third day he will be raif- 
ed from the grave. 

34 But they chofe not to 
underftand him --- their pre- 
judices prevented them from 
comprehending what he faid. 

§---25 Wuewn he was near 
Jericho, a blind man who fat 
begging on the fide of the 
road, 

36 hearine the found of a 
prodigious multitude paffing 
by, afked the occafion of fuch 
a vatt concourle of people, 

37 and being told that Je- 
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{us of Nazareth was travelling 
that way, 

28 he inftantly raifed a ve- 
hement cry---O Jefus fon of 
David! pity my condition! 

39 Thole who were ad- 
vancing before the body of 
the multitude reproved him, 
and ordered him to be filent 
--- but thefe rebukes ferved 
only to increafe his vocifera- 
tion — he {till repeating, Son 
of David! pity me! 

40 Jefus then {topped and 
commanded him tobe brought 
to him--- Upon his approach- 
ing him he afked him, 

41 What favour he follici- 
ted with fuch earneftnefs---O 
Sir, he replied, to be reftor- 
ed to my fight! 

42 Jefus faid to him, re- 
ceive thy fight---thy confi- 
dence in my power hath ef- 
fected thy cure! 

43 He immediately faw 
every thing diftin¢ctly, and 
joined the crowd that followed 
Jefus, pouring out his grate- 
ful acknowledgements to hea- 
ven --~ Every fpeétator alfo of 
this miracle adored God with 
pious and profound rever- 
ence, 

CHAP... Xx. 
I hee had juft pafled 
thro’ Jericho, 

2 when a man, named 
Zaccheus, one of the princi- 
pal of the tax-gatherers, pof- 
feffed of great opulence, | 
3 being 
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3 being very defirous to 
fee Jefus, but the immenfe 
Jurrounding crowds, and his 
diminutive fize rendering his 
ardent curiofity impoffible to 
be gratified, 

4 ran before on the public 
road, where he was to pafs--- 
and climbed a fycomoretree to 
have a full view of his perfon. 

5 When Jefus caine over- 
again{t the place where he 
was—he looked up cal- 
Ied him by his name — and 
bad him defcend—for he in- 
tended to {pend that day with 
him at his houfe. 

6 The heart of Zaccheus 
bounded when he heard thefe 
words—he inftantly defcend- 
ed—-and entertained him— 
penetrated with the deepett 
ienfe of the great honour he 
had condefcended to fhow 
him. 

7 But the conduct of Jefus 
upon this occafion gave very 
heinous offence to all who were 
prefent—who faid one to an- 
other, He is gone to dine 
with a perfon of a moft infa- 
mous profeffion. 

8 Zaccheus hearing thefe 
cenfures, when they were in 
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the houfe, flood up before 
the company, and faid to Je- 
lus, Notwithftanding the ec- 
neral odium of my Occupati- 
on, I confcicntioufly dittribute 
half of my fortunes among the 
indigentand neceffitous-—and 
if I afterwards find that any 
taxes have been unjuftly ex- 
acted from any perfon, I 
make him fourtold reftituti- 
on’, 

g Jefus then turned to the 
company, and fpeaking of 
his amiable and exemplary 
character, applauded it in 
Thele*terms, “Fhis is a true 
defcendant of Abraham—and 
face he inherits that Petri- 
arch’s virtues, be affured that 
talvation this day hath vifited 
his houfe. 

10 For to refcue and fave 
men trom deftruction was the 
great defion of the fon of 
man’s coming into the world. 

§—11 BEING now advanc- 
ed within a little diftance from 
the capital, and obferving 
that all his attendants were 
now inflamed with the moft 
fancuine hopes that the king- 
dom of the MeMiah, imimedi- 
ately upon bis arrival in the 
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y An extraordinary character this ofa publican! who were a fet of men 


infamous for their cruelty and oppreffion. 
Ww orthy publican we have in the & inperor 


sdnother eminent example of 2 
Vi frafian’s father, to whom Sue- 


ton:us Informs us that the cities of Afia dedicated pene Bue thts. in- 


fcription KaAws teaorngarze ‘To the honeft publican. 


Wale G0: 


% Jloos atures wih regard to him. 


ton. Velpaf. 


See Macknight. 
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metropolis, would be ere¢t- 
ed with the moft magnifi- 
cent fecular pomp and {plen- 
dour — he addreffed to them 
the following parable. 

12 A nobleman, intending 
to take a journey into a ditt 
tant country to folicic the 
Emperor to inveft him with 
regal authority over one of his 
provinces : 

£3 Before he fet out upon 
his travels,-he called his ten 
fervants before lhim—and di- 
vided ten pounds equally a- 
mone nem o-_viaaine them, 
during bis abfence, diligent- 
Jy to improve the Tittle capi- 
tal he entrufted them with, 
by their induftry in trade. 

14 No fooner bad he quit- 
ted his native foil, and the 
deficn of his journey was 
publickly known; but his 
fellow citizens, who held him 
in univerfal and implacable 
deteftation, immediately dif- 
patched an embafly to the 
Emperor—letting him know 
how much they abhorred him, 
and how unwilling the whole 
nation was to have him for 
their fovereign. 

15 But notwithftanding 
thefe malicious cslummnies and 
invechives, ne was confirmed 
in the kingdom—and return- 
ed to his family, vefted with 
full regal powers — Iimmedi- 
ately veon his arrival he or- 
dered the fervants, to whom 
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he had committed the mo- 
ney, to come before him— 
defirous to know what fuc- 
cefs they had met with in 
commerce. 

16 One of them then ad- 
vanced forward and faid—By 
the pound, Sir! you entruft- 
ed me with, at your depar- 
ture, by my induftry in bu- 
fineis [ have accumulated ¢e7. 

17 Eis lord, elated with 
joy, cried out—Amiable con- 
duct! Worthy fervant! Thou 
haft abundantly fhowed thy 
fidelity in thus diligently im- 
proving the little ftock Icom- 
mitted to thee —- from this 
moment I conftitute thee e0- 
vernor of fev cities. 

18 A fecond then came up 
and faid, From the pound 
you delivered to me, my care 
and diligence in commerce 
hath enabled me to acquire 
five. 

1g His lord hichly de- 
highted with his conduct faid, 
As a reward of fuch eminent 
worth, I will inveft thee with 
the government of jive cities. 

20 A third approached 
his lord and thus fpake — I 
have brought you the moncy 
you gave me at your depar- 
res ler | it is—I- Wrapped 
it up, and depofited it in a 
fafe place againft your re- 
turn: 

21 lor I dreaded your fe- 
verity —nowing vou to be a 
man 
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man of fuch a ftern and inex- 
orable temper expecting 
great emoluments from thole 
whom you never fixed in any 
capacity to procure you any 
—and unreafonably demand- 
ing copicus harvefts from 
fields you never fowed. 

22 His lord, inflamed with 
indignation at fo bafe a con- 
duct, faid to him Thou 
wicked flothful fervane! I 
will refute and confound 
thee upon thine own prin- 
ciples —If you really knew 
me, as you fay you did, to 
be a perfon of fuch a ftern 
and auftere temper; to be 
fo unreafonable in my de- 
mands, and fo inexorable in 
infifting on the performance 
of them . 

23 Why didft thou not 
then take care not to incur 
my refentment, by carefully 
improving in trade the ftock 
{ committed to thee—that at 
my return I might have re- 
ceived the capital with fome 
additional profits, and have 
applauded and rewarded thy 
diligence ? 

24. The prince then faid 
to thofe who were prefent, 
Take that pound from him 
directly—and give it to the 
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perfon who by his fedulous 
application acquired ten. 

25 The officers of juttice 
who were in waiting faid — 
Why do you, Sir! adjudge 
the additional pound to him 
who was already poffeffed of 
ten? 

26 The king anfwered, 
Becaufe every one who hath 
carefully improved what hath 
been committed to him fhall 
be rewarded with a more am- 
ple and copious afluence—— 
but he who hath mifimproved 
what was intrufted to him, 
fhall be fatally deprived even 
of what he originally had. 

27 And thofe malicious 
and inveterate rebels avaintt 
my perfon and government, 
who oppofed my advance- 
ment to the kingdom with 
fuch violence and malignity 
drag them inftantly be- 
fore me, and butcher them 
in my prefence *. 

§—28 Havine recited this 
parable he proceeded on his 
journey towards Jerufalem. 

29 When he was now ad- 
vanced as far as Bethphage 
and Bethany fituated near a 
mountain called the mount 
of Olives—Jetus called two 
ot his difciples, 
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* The perfon, who went into a foreign country to receive a kingdom, 
reprefents Chrift, who was invefted with univerfal dominion afier his refur- 


rection. 


By the citizens, who hated him, are meant the Yeays—and the 


punithments he infiiéted upon them, after he was advanced to the king- 
wom, denote the deflruftion of Jerufalem, 
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30 and gave them this or- 
der go into that village, 
which you fee directly oppo- 
fite, and you will immediate- 
ly upon your enterance find a 
young afs ried—unloofe the 
rein and bring it to me; 

31 and fhould any perfon, 
feeing this action, afk you the 
reafon of your taking fuch h- 
berties, tell him, that your 
mafter hath occafion for it. 

32 Having received this 
command, they hafted to the 
village, and found every cir- 
cumftance as Jefus had men- 
tioned. 

33 The owner fecing two 
{trangers unloofing it faid to 
them, What bufinefs have 
you to take away the colt ? 

34 They made the reply 
which Jelus had dictated — 
and were fuffered to depart 
without any farther molefta- 
tion. 

35 They then brought it 
to Jefus——{pread on it their 
upper garments, and fet him 
upon It. 

36 Immediately upon his 
mounting it and advancing 
towards the city—his atten- 
dants {pread the public roads 
with their mantles. 

37 When they were now 
within a very little diftance of 
the city, and were going to 
deicend the declivity of the 
mount of Olives—the whole 
vaft multitude of his difciples 
and folkewers pierced the air 
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with loud acclamations, and 
uttered the moit rapturous 
ftrains of gratitude and praife 
to God for all the aftonifh- 
ine miracles which they had 
feen performed. 

38 Shouting and repeating 
—Bleffed is the great illuitri- 
ous king, who now comes 
invefted with the authority 
of the fupreme Jehovah! — 
Hail him, O ye celeftial 
powers! Let the higheft an- 
gelic orders ceiebrate his 
praife ! 

39 Some of the Pharifees, 
who were among the crowd, 
difoufted with this language, 
faid to him, Great prophet! 
why do you not reprove your 
difciples for paying you fuch 
extravagant homage and ho- 
nours? 

40 Jefus replied Were 
they to be filent—the inani- 
mate creation would be mi- 
raculoufly endowed with 
{peech, and utter triumphant 
praifes in honour of him, 
whom God hath dignified 
with fuch diftinguifhed pro- 
phetic powers. 

41 When he faw from the 
mountain the city lying in 
wide extended protpect before 
him the goufhing tears 
{treamed down his checks. 

42, He then broke out into 
the following exclamation—O 
thou wretched and impeni- 
tent city! How diftincuithed 
would be thy felicity for ma- 
ed 
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ny future years, 1f thou hadft 
improved thoie fignal advan- 
tages, with which thou haft 
now been favoured ! But 
thou haft fhown thytfelt to be 
abfolutely incorrigible and ir- 
reclaimable—and thy doom 
is now irreverfibly fixed ! 

43 For the time will foon 
come, when a moft numer- 
ous and invincible hott of 
thine enemies thal! inveit 
thee,—draw lines of circum- 
vallation around thee— and 
prefs thee with the moit 
dreadful and terrible fiege. 

44 The time will toon ar- 
rive, when thy citizens {hall 
be deftroyed by famine — be 
butchered with the fword— 
and thy very foundations to 
totally razed, «as not one 
ftone to be left ftanding up- 
on another becaule thou 








haft wilfully miiimproved 
the gracious  oppertunity 


which the goodneis of God 
hath indulged to thee, and 
haft with infuperable preju- 
dice rejected all the evidences 
of my miffion, that have 
been exhibited before thee! 

§——a5 Wren he enterca 
the temple, he immediately 
expelled all whom he found 
buying and felling in the 
court of the Gentiles ; 
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46 telling them at the time 
he ejected them, that God 
defigned the temple fhould 
be appropriated to devotion, 
but that they had converted it 
into a receptacle of the moft 
mercenary and felf-interefted 
wretches. 

47 He continued every 
cay to inftruét the people in 
the temple— but the high 
priefts, the inferior clerey, 
and the principai magiftrates, 
exafperated againft him for 
his late conduct, unanimoutl- 
ly retolved to fhed his blood. 

48 But were difficulted 
when they came to deliberate 
in what method they fhould 
execute their faneuinary pur- 
pofes—becaufe the populace 
adored him, and imbibed his 
difcourfes with the greateft 
eagernefs and avidity °. 


Chap. xx. 


Coiiae:D, eX. 


i NE day as he was in+ 

itructing the people in 
the temple, and proclaiming 
the joyful news of the ipeedy 
erection of the Meffiah’s king- 
dom, the high priefts, the 1n- 
ferior clergy, and the magi- 
trates came in a body to 
Nw, . 
2 and demanced of: him 


b The crigizal is very expreflive and beautiful, eXexpeuera, they hung 


on his lips. 


There is the fame beautiful image in Ovid. When the Cre- 


ciaa gencrals returned from Troy and recited thvir adventures, the poet 


fays—Narrantis conjux pendet ab ore viri. 


Eput. i. 30.° ° 
by 


Chap. xx. 
by what authority he acted 


in this manner, and who it 
was that had invefted him 
with it? 

3. He faid to them—I will 
firft propofe to you a quefti- 
on, to which | defire you 
would return an explicit an- 
{wer 

4—Was the late baptifm 
of John a divine appoint- 
ment, or was it merely an 
human infticution ? 

5 Having deliberated up- 
on this queftion, they faid 
one to another If we tell 
him, it was a divine inftitu- 
tion, he will immediately re- 
ply, Why did you not then 
embrace it as fuch? 

6 And it we tell him, it 
was folely an human contri- 
vance—we fhall certainly ex- 
pole ourfelves to the fury of 
the populace—for they are 
universally perfuaded that 
John was an illuftrious pro- 
phet. 

After having thus cau- 
tioufly debated the matter, 
they faid to him We are 
not able to determine whether 
his baptif{m was a divine or 
human {icheme. 

8 Neither will I, replied 
Jetus, fatisfy you by what 
authority I have affumed my 
public chara¢ter. 

. Hie then recited to 
the afiembled multitude the 
following parable-——A GeEn- 

Vor, ‘t 
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TLEMAN planted a vineyard 
and employed a number of 
huibandmen to cultivate and 
drefs it—and afterwards fet 
out upon his travels into a fo- 
reign country. 

10 When the vintace ap- 
proached, he dipatched one 
of his fervants to the huf- 
bandmen, to receive from 
them the produce of his new 
plantation——But he had no 
fooner delivered his maiter’s 
orders, but they beat him in 
a moft unmerciful manner, 
and fent him away empty. 

tr He fentto them ano- 
ther fervant—whom they alfo 
cruelly beat, and abuied with 
the moit outrageous infolence 
and inhumanity. 

12 He fent athird—whom 
they maneled with wounds 
and bruifes—and then turn- 
ed out of the vineyard. 

13 The proprietor of the 
vineyard receiving thefe re- 
peated infults, after deliber- 
ating for fom time what me- 
thods he fhould puriue, at 
lait faid—I will now connte 
mine only fon, the object of 
all my fond affections—Moft 
certainly they will not dare 
to offer any indignities to my 
fon—Surely they will rever- 
ence his character. 

14 But on the firft fight of 
him the hufbandmen cried 
out with one voice—This is 
the neir!—~Let us this mo- 

S ment 
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ment affaffinate him, and teize 
on his inheritance! 

15 Accordingly they all 
rufhed upon him—drageed 
him out of the vineyard, and 
murdered him What pu- 
nifhment do you think will 
the proprietor imflict upon 
fuch inhuman and_ bloody 
ruffians ? 

16 When he comes, he 
will undoubtedly put thefe 
wretches to the moft dread- 
ful and excruciating deaths 
—and lett his vineyard to 
others, who will ferve him 
with greater fidelity—-Upon 
this the audience faid, God 
avert this dreadful fentence 
from ever being executed ! 

i7aule then fixed his eyes 
upon them and faid—Do vou 
not recollect this remarkable 
paffage of {cripture ?—‘* The 
{tone which the workmen re- 
jected, is become the great 
corner itone, and hath unit- 
ed and contolidated the two 
fides of the edifice. 

18 He who ttumbles up- 
on this ftone fhall be terribly 
bruifed—but he on whom its 
cnormous weight thall tum- 
ble will be cruthed in 2 mo- 
ment and crumbled to a- 
fOINIS*. 

19 The high pricfts and 
the other clerey WETE 1 Cx 

afperated at him, knowing he 
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levelled this fable at them, 
that they formed a refolution 
that inftant to apprehend, 
and by open force get him 
into their power but their 
dread of the people’s fury ree 
itrained them from carrying 
it tO immediate execution. - 

20 Difcarding therefore all 
thoughts of open violence, 
they contrived to circumvent 
him by clandeftine and infidt- 
ous arts — Accordinely they 
employed and fent fecret e- 
miffaries to en{nare him—di- 
rectine them tocover their de- 
fins upon him under an out- 
ward femblance of extraordt- 
nary piety and fanctity—hop- 
ing by this method they could 

etray him to fay fomething 
obnoxious to their prefent go- 
vernment — for which they 
might accufe him as a traitor 
to the ftate, and deliver him 
into the power of the Roman 
procurator. 

21 The perfons, thus fu- 
borned, approached him and 
thus fpoke—Hluttrious pro- 
phict! we are perfuaded that 
you have a conicientious re- 
ward for truth—that no par- 
Linlity or fear of man can ever 
induce you to jacrifice duty 
—and that in fincerity and 
vlainnefs you communicate 
to men the dictates of infalli- 
ble wifdom, 


Chap. sx. 





¢ Referring to the deftruction of Jerufalem. 
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22 The veneration we 
have for this your character 
hath induced us to requett 
your fentiments concerning 
this queition Is it lawful 
for the Jews to pay tribute to 
the Romans, or not? 

23 Jetus con{cious of their 
wicked fubcilty and diffimu- 
lation faid to them——Why do 
vou practife fuch infidious 
arts to feduce me into dan- 
ger? 

24 Show me the coin that 
is collected Whofe head 
and legend is this >—They 
jaid, Calar’s. 

25 He anfwered—Pay to 
the Emperor what he lawful- 
ly claims, and to God the 
duties he requires. 

26 This reply entirely dif- 
concerted and covered them 
with confufion it excited 
their amazement at his faga- 
city and peneiration, and 
awed them into a profound 
filence—Nor were they able to 
faften on any expreffion what- 
ever that he occafionally drop- 
ped in his public difcourfes. 

§—27 Arter this fome of 
the Sadducees, a Jewith fect 
who deny a future ftate, came 
and propofed this queftion. 

28 Great teacher! our il- 
luftrious legiflator hath enact- 
ed this law—If a man marry, 
die, and leave no children, his 
Broce fhall efpoufe his wi- 
dow, in order that the name 
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and family of the deceafed 


may not be extinét. 

29 Wow there ha appened 
once amongift us this fincular 
riers There were feven 
brothers—the eldeft of whom 
married, and died without 
children. 

30 The fecond brother ef- 
poufed his widow, and he 
too died childlefs. 

31 The chird alio—and all 
the feven by a premature 
death. 

32 So that the woman fur- 
vived them all. 

33. What we therefore de- 
fire you to folve is this 
Which of the feven brothers 
fhall have this woman in a 
future {tate ? 

24. Jefus anfwered—In the 
prefent life God ordained 
marriage to perpetuate the 
human race, and to fupply 
the devattations that death 
makes among mankind. 

25. But the race of thole 
who are deemed worthy to 
be introduced into the con- 
fummate bleffednels of a fu- 
ture fiate, is no longer pra- 
pagated. 

36 The neceffity of marri- 
age 1S precluded—tor death 
makes no rava 2es in thole 
happy aboces—ail the inha- 
bitants are cndowed with im- 
miortality—and the {pirits of 
cood men, who are blefed 
with a glcrious refurrection, 

a 2 are 
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are pure and refined intelli- 
gences, of a nature congeni- 
al with thé heavenly angels, 

37 And moreover that a 
future ftate is no fiction is 
apparent from thote words 
Mofes heard pronounced 
from the bufh—I am the God 
of Abraham, the God of I- 
faac, and the God of Jacob. 

33 | God is not the gover- 
nor of dead infenfible matter, 
but of living and conicious 
intelligence. 

39 ©6«When fome of the 
Senbes: tieerd, “thete- 1epies, 
they faid—-Whfe teacher! the 
aniwers you have returned, 
are fatisfactory and jut. 

40 From this time, they 
taro’ tear enrcirely defitted 
from propoling any more 
queries of this nature to him. 

G6—4rt ArFrer this Jelus 
in his tarn propofed to them 
the following queftion—On 
what foundation are their 
fentiments fupperted, who 
maintain that the Meffiah 
mule -be the fon of David, 

aa-vinen David-lumilelf in 
ce. Piglns \cexpreishe “lays, 
“¢ The fupreme Jehovah taid 
to my Jord, Sit thou at my 
right hand, 

43 “tll T have totally fub- 
jecied al thy foes to thy do- 
THiluOs 

44 David himfclf, vou fee, 
in this paffage calis the Mef- 
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fiah his lord—in what fenfe 
therefore is he his fon? 

§—45 AFTER this in the 
audience of the whole mul- 
titude he {aid to his difciples, 

46 Be cautious of imitat- 
ing the manners and morals 
of the Scribes—who affect to 
ftrut about in public in lone 
flowing gowns—who are io 
Intoxicated with the fervile 
homage that is paid them by 
fuperftitious crowds and 
whote vanity 1s effectually gra- 
tified when they can fecure the 
belt feats in places of religious 
worflip, and the moft ho- 
nourable places at all public 
entertainments. 

47 Who with unfeeling 
cruelty Ree the widow 
and orphan of their uft pro- 
perty and yet cover rhis 
mercels oppreflion aad wick- 
edneis with a maftk of mott 
rapturous and extraordinary 
cevotion—Upon thcie hypo- 
crites God will inflié the mott 
dreadtul punifhments. 


Chap. xxi 
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1 LITT. he was inthe 
temple, he obterv- 
ed how the rich came and 
threw their charitable contri- 
butions into the public trea- 
jury, that was kept there 
Among others he faw a 
poor widow come and put in 
two 


A, 
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two imall pieces of money, 
amounting in value only toa 
farthing. | 

3 Upon oblerving this, he 
faid to thote who were pre- 
jent—I affure you that poor 
woman hath done a greater 
act of charity than all who 
have hitherto contributed. 

4 For all the others have 
given but a very inconfider- 
able proportion out of their 
large fortunes—but this in- 
digent charitable creature 
hath chearfully thrown in all 
that fhe had in the world. 

§—5 Some perfons hap- 
pening to {peak of the gran- 
deur of the temple, and ex- 
preffing their admiration of 
the large and magnificent 
{tones with which it had been 
erected, and the many pious 
dedicated “ offerings — with 
which it was adorned and em- 
bellifhed—ne replied, 

6 The time is coming when 
all this fuperb and _ itately 
ftructure fhall be fo entirely 
demolifhed, and be convert- 
ed into {uch a confuled heap 
of ruins, that there {hall not 
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be left one ftone ftandine up- 
on another, 

7 They afked him, when 
this dreadful calamity would 
happen—and from what‘cir- 
cumftances they might’ ‘be a- 
ble to prognofticate its: ap- 
proach. 

8 Jefus faid to them — 
Take care of being feduced 
into fatal errors — for ereat 
numbers of impoftors “will 
publickly appear and aflume 
my character, making the 
moft folemn_ declarations, 
that they are the Mefiiah —— 
But the time of the irrupti- 
on otf thefe dire miferies is 
not far diftant ~Pay ‘not 
therefore their impudent pre- 
tenfions the leaft credit, nor 
luffer yourfelves to be impol- 
ed upon by any oftheir frauds. 

g And when you hear of 
bloody wars and public cala- 
mities, let not thefe reports 
(trike you with terro: ur—For 
mankind will be harraffed 
with thefe dreadful evils be- 
tore the dettruétion of this 
city and temple entue., 

10 One country, he pro- 





4 AvoAnva the word here ufed by St. Luke is univerfally ufed to fignify 


wotive offerings dedicated by religious votaries, and placed, 
bung up) in temples as teltimonies of their eratitude. 


NXenoph. Hellen. Lib. 6. pus son: Edit. Bafl. Gr. 
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ce Dney unanimoufly refolved to fend a golden cup to De/phimebut there 
was a great {carcity of gold in the city—the ladies therefore contributed 


all the “gold they had about their perfons re 72 ave9uerae 
Suynahispase 7% avabnuy. ibid. p. 242. ive Gr. Steph. 


mil. 


241. 


Plutarch Ca- 
He 


came to bura the temples and the votive offeritgs, Naxg rupacay nabe 


naradruvara. Sophocl. Antig. 292. 
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ceeded, fhall commence hofti- 
litices aguinft another — one 
kingdom invade and depopu- 
lace anot’ er. 

11 Several regions alfo 
ie be fhook by terrible 

rthquakes, be intefted with 
ene and vettilence, or 


the fIvy. 
12 But before thefe cire ca- 
paoe: happen, the world will 


purty oe with implacable 
hatred, and harrais you with 
the moff cruel perfecutions— 


you will be fcourged with un- 
relenting and unfechng rage 
in their pudlic allemblies— 
you will be confined in dun- 
evons, and be dragged be- 
iore Boren: and princes. 
— {n all thele evils you will 
be involved for your inviol- 
able attachment to my reli- 
gion. 

13 Butyour being brought 
before thete augult 2 and dic. 
mined perfonages will afford 
you an opportunity of pub- 
lickly vindicating and de- 
fending your principles and 
profeffion. 

14 And remember in fuch 
an exigency nat to be previ. 
oufly diftre ffed with anxious 
and gloomy thoughts, What 
apology you hall offer. 

rs For fwall snethe crits 
of your danger cnabie you to 


in-. 
timijated by many frighttul | 
and horribie phzenomena in! 
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fpeak with fuch undaunted 
freedom, and infpire you with 
fuch eloquence and wifdom, 
as fhall refute all the fubtil- 
ties of your opponents, and 
awe them into contufion and 
filence. 

16 Such an implacable 
enmity will be conceived a- 
eainft your profeffion, that 
parents, brothers, relations, 
friends fhall betray one an- 
other with bate and unfeeling 
perhdy, and embrue their 
hands in one anothers blood. 

17 For on account of your 
principles you will be held 
in almoft univerial abhor- 
rence. 

18 But all their virulent 
malice fhal! not be able to 
hurt an hair of your head. 

iG Let not the moft 1m- 
minent dangers therefore dif- 
turb your mental tia nquility 
and peace—for God will in- 
terpote and refciie you from 
them, 

20 When you fee a nu- 
merous enc2 :mped hott in- 
veft the metropolis then 
conclude that its final deitruc- 
tion will ipeedily enfue. 

21 Then let the Chriftians 
who are in the adjacent plains 
Pee for fafety to the moun- 
tains —~- Let thofe who are in 
the city make their efcape 
out of it — and Jet not thole 
who are then in the country 


fea 
aur de 
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feck .a refuge from the ene- 
my within its walls. |” 

22 For then will the bolts 
of divine vengeance be hurl- 
ed upon this devoted city — 
and ali the predictions of the 
antient prophets concerning 
its deftruction be amply ful- 
filled. 

23 Deplorable will be the 
fate of thole women, whofe 
flicht willthen be prevented by 
advanced pregnancy, or the 
fuckling of infants — for the 
whole land of Judza will then 
be oppreifed by the moft 
dreadful and fhocking cala- 
mities. 

24 Its inhabitants fhall be 
miferably maflacred, or fold 
for flaves and dilperfed into 
every province of the Roman 
empire—-and heathens fhall 
trample and infult over the 
rains of ferufalem, 7cill their 
period, fixed in the divine 
decree, is completed. 

25 In the heavens will then 
appear dreadful prodigies, 
which will affect the fun, 
moon, and {tars in an amaz- 
ing manner—on the earth 
various countries will be feiz- 
ed with dreadful alarms and 
pannic terrors—and in the 
fea, the waves ? will be un- 


¢ The word cov is no where ufed in the 7¢/?ament but here, 
It fignifies a fwollen wave. 


eccurs in the greek pocts. 
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commonly agitated, roar with 
unufual vehemence and loud- 
neds, and lafh the fhores with 
horrid rage and violence. 

26 Fright, terrour, and 
amazement will freeze the 
hearts of thofe who are fpec- 
tators of thefe phenomena— 
and every one will fhudder 
with fear and horrour, when 
they brood over the fad pro- 
{pect of thofe impending ca- 
lamities which thefe dire, pro- 
digies Ue Solas for all the 
powers of heaven will then be 
fhaken with the moft violent 
convulfions. 

27 Then fhall the Meffiah 
be feen fitting on a cloud, 
arrayed in matchlefs clory, 
and ee in the moft 
magnificent po 

23° Ven at fee all thefe 
circumitances concur, which 
[ have now particularized — 
then let your hearts be dilat- 
ed with facred rapture and 
exuiltation, tor your complete 
deliverance from the Jewith 
perfecutions will then {peedi- 
ly enfue. 

29 He fhowed them in the 
following figurative repre- 
fentation, with what certain- 
ty, trom thele previous figns, 
they might infer the fubfe- 
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quent cataftrophe Every 
tree, the fig-tree in particu- 
Jar, reads-you uleful inftruc- 
tion with regard to this creat 
event. | 

: 30 For when it puts out 
fender fhoots and opening 
leaves, you with rifing plea- 
fure conclude the approach 
of jummer. 

31 In like manner, when 
you remark thefe feveral phe- 
nomena which I have diftinct- 
ly mentioned—infer that the 
kingdom of the Meffiah will 
fpeedily be erected on the 
ruins of this impenitent na- 
tion. 

32 Let me affure you, that 
the prefent race of men will 
not be defunét, before all 
thefe my predictions be fully 
accomplifhed. 

33 Sooner fhall heaven and 
earth be annihilated, than my 
words not be verified. 

34 Iexercife thereforea cau- 
tious and conftant vigilance 
over your hearts, left the fud- 
den and dreadful irruption of 
these calamities furprife you 
buried in fenfuality and de- 
bauchery, and funk in ava- 
rice and worldly-mindednefs. 

35 For, like an unfufpect- 
ed ambufh, it will fuddenly 
rufh upon all the land of Ju- 


daa, and overwhelm its inha- 
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bitants in one fatal and gene- 
ral deftruétion *. 

36 Be ye therefore ever 
foruifed with caution and 
watchiulnefs — and intercede 
with God by fervent pray- 
er, that he would not fuffer 
you to be involved in thefe 
dreadful fcenes of impending 
mifery — but of his mercy 
deign to vindicate you into 
fafety and happineis. 

§— 37 In the day-time 
Jefus publickly — inflructed 
the people in the temple 
—in the evening he retired 
to the mount of Olives. 

38 The people therefore 
early every morning relorted 
to the temple to hear his dit- 
courfes. 
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I HE erand folemn 

feitival of the Jews, 
called the paflover, was now 
very near. 

2 And at this time there 
was a gencral council conven- 
ed—in which the hich priefts 
and the body of the cleray 
concerted various meatures 
how they might murder him 
—biut they dreaded the fury 
of the populace. 

3 It was now that Judas 
Ifcariot, one ot the twelve a- 
poftles, was inftigated. by the 


¢ Alluding to the manner in which feru/alem was furprized by the Re- 
mans—it being the time of the paffever, when prodigious numbers from 
all parts ef Fudae were cooped in the city, and moft miferably perithed? 
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diabolical wickednefs - and 
malignity of his heart to be- 
tray him ‘by an act of the-baf- 
cit. perfidy. © + 

--4: Having formed ie 
black defien he ftole in a 
clandeftine manner from the 
body of the difcmles — and 
had an interview with the 
high :priefts and the officers 
of their guards, in which he 
promifed to deliver him into 
their power. 

- 5 An offer fo unexpected 
tranfported them with joy — 
and they agreed to give him 
a {um of money to reward 
his fervices. 

6 To this propofal he 
chearfully affented—and from 
that moment anxioufly ftudi- 
ed to feize the moft. favour- 
able opportunity, when the 
crowds were difperfed, of put- 
ting him into their hands. 

§—7 THe day being now 
arrived on which it was cuf- 
tomary to flay the pafchal 
lamb, 

8 he called Peter-and Jobn 
and faid to them, Go into 
the city and make prepara- 
tions for our celebrating the 
prefent folemnity and eating 
the pafchal fupper. 

‘9 They faid to-him, In 
what “houfe would: you have 


us make thefe preparations? , 


10 He an{wered—Imme- 
diately on your entrance:into 
Be ny yee. wil! ancet.a man 


“dy L uiRee. 
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carrying a pitcher of water— 
follow him into the houfe, 
where you fee him enter, 

rz and tell the perfon that 
your mafter defires he would 
accommedate him witha room 
in which to eat the pafchal 
lamb with his diiciples. 

12 And he will immedi- 
ately fhow you into a large 
apartment, {pread with a car- 
pet—Tiere make the neceffa- 
ry preparations. 

13 The two difciples hav- 
ing received thefe orders went 
into the city, and found eve- 
ry circumftance exactly cor- 
reipond to what Jelus had 
told them — They therefore 
made every thing ready a- 
gain{t his coming. 

14 At the ufual time Je- 
fus and his twelve difciples fat 
down to eat the pafchal fup- 
Det. ag 
15 As they were at table 
Jefus faid-to them—TI have 
been extremely defirous to 
eat this paffover along with 
you, before I fuffer: 

16 For I affure you this 
is the laft paffover I fhall ever 
celebrate with-you before the 
Meffiah’s kingdom be efta- 
blifhed. 

‘17 He then oar the cup, 
and after folemnly offering up 
hts gratitude to God, he faid, 
Take and hand this one to 


another. 


18 For I make this folemn 
declaration 
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declaration to you all, That 
] fhal] not tafte any more winc 
"rill che ! time of the erection 
of the Metiiah’s kingdom 

ig He then took bread, 
and afrer devoutly bleffing 
God, he broke and diftr- 
buted it among them all, fay- 
ing—This ficuratively repre- 
fents my body, which is vo- 
luntarily furrendered to be 
broken on the crois to pro- 
mote the interefts of mankind 
—For the future celebrate 
this inftitution in commemo- 
ration of my death. 

20 After they had eat the 
patchal lamb he took the 
cup, and after having paid 
the fame devout acknow- 
ledgements to God, faid — 
This wine reprefents the 
fhedding of my blood -— by 
the cffulion of which the new 
covenant will be fealed and 
ratified, and the benefit of 
mankind be fublerved. 

21 But behold! that very 
perion, who intends by the 
blackeft perlidy to turrender 
me into the power of ny e- 
nemies, 1s now fitting with me 
at table. 

a2 The fon of maa indeed 
will make thet exit, which 
hath been fixed in the divine 
decree———but woe to that 
wretch who is treacheroufly 
acceffary to his murder. 
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23 Alarmed at this decla- 
ration, they began with the 
moft painful anxiety to afk 
one another, Who it was a- 
mons them that could be ca- 
pable of fuch oe andl 
execrable baienel 

§—24 Tee was alfo a 
warm debate and contention 
agitated among them, Which 
of them fhould be advanced 
to the highe{t honours in thar 
magnificent kingdom they 
judged he was going to erect. 

25 Jelus perceiving their 
ambitious views jaid to them 
—vowertul monarchs among 
the Heathens rule their fub- 
jects with an abjolute tway, 
and then fovereiga prices 
are by crowds of fervile lyco- 
phants and flatrerers honour- 
ed with the moft vain, extra- 
vagant and unmerited titles. 

26 But fuch a luft of do- 
mination and = fondnefs of 
powcr fhall never poflefs your 
bofoms — for among you he 
wio 1s the bumbleft {hall be the 
vreatef, and the molt conde- 
jending fhall be the mott ex- 
alted. 

27 For which is greateft 
—the perfon who reclines in 
eafe on his couch, or he wio 
waits obfervant on his nod ? 
—Is notthe former, and yet i 
have converled among you 1n 
the capacity of the /acter. 


f Mearing—not ull after his re/urrection, avben his kingdom properly 


? 
commence |. * 


28 You 


Chap. xxu. 


28 You have been my 
faithful and infeparable com- 
panions in all the forrows and 
‘trials with which I have con- 
flicted. 

29 In recompenfe there- 
fore of your diftinguifhed fi- 
delity, fince my heavenly 
father hath by folemn com- 
pact awarded to me a king- 
dom, 

30 In like manner do I 
by an irreverfible covenant 
ratify and confirm to you the 
moft exalted and con{picuous 
honours in this kingdom— 
and magnificent thrones fhall 
be erected for you on which 
you fhall pais fentence on the 
cwelve tribes of Mrael. 


31 Jefus then faid to Pe- 


ter, Simon! Simon! a great 
trial 1s approaching in which 


the fidelity of you my Apof-: 


tles will be brought to a te- 
vere teft. 

32 But I have prayed for 
thee in particular, that thy 
fincerity may be maintained 
inviolate. — When thou art 
returned to thy duty remem- 
ber to encourage and animate 
thy brethren by a fuperiour 
fortitude and zeal in my 
caufe. 

33 Peter faid to him, Dif 
truft not my fidelity [am 
this moment prepared with 
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chearfulnefs to attend thee to 
priion or to death, 

34 Jefus replied, I affure 
thee this very night before 
the cock crow thou wilt three 
feveral times folemnly deny 
that thou ever knew me. 

§—35 He then faid to his 
difciples — When I commit 
fioned you to preach in the 
towns of Judza, and fent you 
on this expedition without mo- 
ney and without provifions— 
were you ever deititute of the 
common neceflaries of life? 
— They faid they had never 
wanted any thing. 

36 But for the future, Je- 
fus faid to them, fuch are the 
diftreffes and periecution in 
which you will be involved, 
that he that hath money, let 
him take it with him he 
that hath none, let him fell 
his clothes and buy a fword. 

37 For be affured that with 
ee to mylelt that predic- 
tion of the prophet is imme- 
diately going to be accomp- 
lifhed, ‘*‘ He made his exit con- 
founded with the wicked” — 
For the period of my life is 
now completed. 

38 They underftanding the 
above figurative difcourfe Lte- 
rally, {aid to him— We have 
two iwords among us—He 
faid, They are tufficient§. 





& In the above feuwrative difcourfe ‘Fe/zs intimated to them the miferies 
and periecutions they were for the fuure to ftrugele with—But they un- 
derftood him Literally, by the gze/Men they propefed to him. 


*} 


\— 
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§—39 Arter this he left fed by the miferies they jaw 


the city and retired, as ulual, 
to the mount of Olives, ac- 
companied by his difciples. 

40. Arriving at the place 
he -faid to them—Larneitly 
beg of God that in the creat 
approaching trial you may 
not be feduced into fin. 

41 He then {feparated from 
them about the diftance or a 
itone’s caft, fell on his knees, 
and with devout fervency ut- 
tered this prayer— 

42 Mercitul father! O 
that thou wouldeft not fuffer 
the dreadful ftorm to break 
over my head !—But I check 
my felt: Wot my will, but 
thine be done ! 

43 Immediately his attend- 
ants faw an angel deicend from 
heaven to animate and con- 
tole him, 

44 for he prayed with ar- 
dent and intenfe fervour, be- 
ing overwhelmed in an ago- 
ny of diftrefs the inward 
fenfations he now felt being 
fo dreadfully acute and pain- 
ful that drops of {weat trick- 
Yed down his face and fell up- 
on the ground, like * large 
elobules of blood. 

45 He then rofe from his 
knees and came to his difci- 
ples— whom he found ina 
profound fleep—over-power- 








him indure, 

.46 He awoke them and 
faid Why do you fufter 
yourlelves to be overwhelm- 
ed with fleep in fuch a crifis 
—tarneftly implore the Al- 
mignty that you may not in 
the enfuing trial be teduced 
inte fin. 

47 While he was fpeakine 
a great mob 2ppeared — be- 
fore whom Judas advanced 
forward and approached Je- 
fus to falute himi—thar being 
the fienal he had agreed up- 
on to cive them. 

48 “elus faid to him—Ju- 
das, doit thou cover thy trea- 
cnerous Celens againit my 
ife under che hypocritical 
femblance o: atfection and 
love ? 

49 When his attendants 
faw the violence that would 
enfue, they faid to him 
Sir! fhall we repel them with 
the fword ? 

50 One of them drew his 
fword—itruck a flave belong- 
ing to the high prieft, and cur 
off his right ear. 

51 Jetus faid tothe mob that 
furrounded him—Suffer me 
to go to the perion that Js 
wounded—He went, touch- 
ed and healed him. 

52 After this Jelus faid to 








4 The evangelift only ufes this as a fmie to reprefent to his scader 
the profufenefs of his fweat—nor that it was yeal blood, or that there was 


any blood at all vifibly mingled With it. 


3 


ad 


the 


Chap. xxi: 
the high priefts, to the off- 


cers who guarded the .tem- 
ple‘, and to the .magiftrates, 


who had now joined-the mob! 


who had feized him — Why 
did you come armed with 
clubs and iwords to appre- 
hend me, like a thief, in this 
clandeftine manner ? 

53 You know that I was 
every day publickly inftruct- 
ingthe people in the temple 
yet you laid no violent 
hands upon me—But you will 
now be fufferea to prevail, 
and to execute your infernal 
Gefions againit my life. 

§—54 THose who appre- 
hended Jelus drageed him 
before the high prieft—Peter 
followed the company at a 
diftance, and went atter them 
into the houle, 

55 and the highpriefts fer- 
vants lighting a fire in the 
nail; he fat down among 
them. 

56 Here one of the fervant 
maids fixed her eyes upon 
him as he was warming him- 
felf, and faid to thote who 
were pretent—This man was 
one of the companions of Je- 
fus. 

57 te declared in the 
moft folemn manner, that he 
did not fo much as perfon- 
ally know him, 





a: Oy LURE. 269 


58 A litle after, another 


perion looking earneftly at 


him, faid, Thou art one of 
his difciples—He peremptori- 
ly denied chat he ever was. 

59 About an hour after, 
another faw him and afferted 
in the moft pofitive terms, 
that ne certainly was one of 
his foliowers—tor he was un- 
doubtedly a Galilzean. 

6o Peter faid I never 
had any connections with him 
---nor do I know- what you 
mean That moment the 
cock crowed. 

61 Jefus turned and fixed 
his eyes upon Peter—Thar 
look pierced him and inftant- 
ly brought to hisremembrance 
what Jefus had lately told him 
— That before the cock crow- 
ed, he fhould have denied 
three times in the moft fo- 
lemn terms that he ever had 
known him. oes 

62 The thought ftung 
him with remorfe—and going 
out, he burft into a flood - of 
bitter tears. 

§—63 In the mean time 
the perfons who ftood about 
Seius offered him every in- 
fule and indignity. 

64 They firft hoodwinked him 
—and then {truck him onthe 
face, faying at the fame time 
— QO thou who art fo emi- 








i What we tranflate, in Kixgs and Chronicles, porters of the temple, fhould 


have been rendered guards of the temple, 


vangelit here fpeaks. 


Of the offvers of thefe the e- 


nently 
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nently endowed with pro- 
pheuc gifts, tell the perfon’s 
name who {truck you! 

65 With many other cru- 
elties of this ‘nature they a- 
bufed him — branding him 
with the moft odious names, 
and pouring upon him all 
the contumely, infult and ri- 
dicule, they could invent. 

§—66 Very early in the 
morning, the hich priefts, the 
inferiour clergy, and the ma- 
aiftrates met in council— 
and Jefus was ordered to be 
brought before then. 

67 The affembly then faid 
to him, Tell us explicitly — 
Art thou the Mefitah ? —Je- 
lus replied—If I fhould an- 
{wer in the affirmative, you 
would not credit me. 

68 And if { fhould exhi- 
bit before you the ftrongeft 
proofs and demonttrations 
that I was that perionage, 
you would neither be con- 
vinced *, nor acquit me. 

6g You will however {oon 
fee a ftriking proof of my 
dignity—tor you fhall fee me, 
the fon of man, invefted with 
the higheft authority and 
power‘ at the right hand of 
God. 

70 Upon this they all cla- 
moured—Art thou the fon of 
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God ? — Jefus faid, Moft af 


luredly | am. 

71 Vhe affembly then faid 
— What occafion have we for 
evidence againft him — You 
have all heard the horrid blaf- 
phemies he hath juit uttered. 


CHAP. XX. 
I ee whole affembly, 


being unanimoully re- 
folved upon his condemna-- 
tion, conduéted him to Pilate 
the procurator of Judea. 

2 Soon as they were ad- 
mutted, they began to alledge. 
many heavy crimes againft 
him—This perfon, they faid, 
hath been for a number of 
years feducing the province 
from their allegiance—ufine 
all his influence to prohibit 
the payment of tribute to the 
E.mperor, and arrogantly {til- 
ing himielt Meffiah the King. 

3 Pilate then faid to him, 
Dott thou affume the title of 
the fovereicn of the Jews? 
——Jelus anfwered in the af- 
firmative. 

4 Pilate after examining 
him, turned to the high 

riefts and to the populace 

and faid —I do not find this 
man guilty of any capital 
crime. 


k Tn the original it is—aft and anfwwer, denoting free debate, by which 


truth 13 invelligated and explored. 


! Referring to the deflruction of Feriufalem—in which his power would 


he difplayed. 


5 At 


Chap. XXill. 


5 At this declaration of 
the governor they railed loud 
and vehement clamours 
This impoftor, 
hath been raifing difturban- 
ces in every part of Judaa— 
haranguing the mob every 
where — and the tumults he 
firft excited in Galilee have 
reached the capital and pro- 
duced univerfal confufion in 
the nation. 

6 Upon the mention of 
Galilee, the precurator afked, 
if the prifoner was a Gali- 
lean: 

And when he under- 
{tood that the {fcene of thefe 
public tranfactions had been 
chiefly laid in Herod’s do- 
minions——he ordered him to 
be conducted to that mo- 
narch—whom the preient fef- 
tival had brought to the city. 

§—S8 Ar the fight of Jefus 
Herod was in raptures — He 
had been extremely defirous 





a long time to fee one, of 


whom he had heard fo many 
amazing accounts—Hethere- 
hs = : c 

fore now flattered himfelf that 
his curiofity would be erati- 
fied by feeing him perform 


fome fignal and aftonifhing | 


miracle. 

g He therefore begged 
and importuned him with re- 
peated and urgent folicitati- 
ons to favour him with the 


exhibition of his miraculous 


power—-But to all theie un- 
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they faid, . 
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‘ portunate entreaties Jelus an- 
.{wered not a word. 


10 The high priefs and 


Jewifh clergy ftood by all the 


time, with extreme virulence 


and incefiant clamour cnarg- 


ine him with the moit atruci- 
ous crimes—and vehemently 
urging his condemnation. 

1t Herod finding his 
hopes dilappointed, looked 
upon him as an object of the 
vileft contempt—and himfelf 
and his officers joined in in- 
julting and treating him with 
the loweft banter and deri- 
fion —After having been the 
{port of their inhumanity and 
cruelty they arraycd him in a 
robe of mock royalty — and 
tent him back to Pilate. 

§—12 THat day friend- 
fhip and harmony were re- 
{tored between Pilate and He- 
rod—and all the former dif- 
ferences that had before fub- 
filted between them, were 
now compoicd by a mutual 
reconciliation. 

§$—13 Wuen Jefus was 
fent back without any fen- 
tence being pronounced up- 
on him by Herod, the pro- 
curator convoked the high 
priefts, the magiftrates, and 
the people, 

14 and thus ipoke—You 
have broughe before me a 
perfon, as a difturber of ¢o- 
vernment, and] have taken 


| an examination of him before 


you 
o 
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you all, but have found 
him guilty of none of thofe 
crimes with which you have 
charged him. 

16 Neither doth Herod 
think, tho’ he hath heard all 
that you have alledged a- 
gaint him, that he hath done 
any thing that merits capital 
punifhment. 

16 I will therefore fentence 
him to be whipped and 
then releafe him. 

17——for the procurator had 
eftablifhed acuftom of gratify- 
ing them every paffover with 
the acquittal of any one prifon- 
er they fhould defire— 

18 The whole oy 
hearing this—with a loud and 
violent vociferation cried — 
Drag him away, Drag him 
away™! and oblige us with 
the releafe of Barabbas. 

19 This Barabbas was a 
notorious ruffan, who had 
been imprifoned for raifing 
an infurrection in the city, 
and committing murder. 

20 Pilate defirous to ac- 
quit Jefus made a fecond ef- 
fort to appeafe the enraged 
multitude. 

21 Buthis voice was drown- 
ed in one vehement and uni- 
verfal clamour, that repeated, 
Crucify him! Crucify him! 

22 He-perfifted to make 
a third attempt to placate their 
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violent fury — enueavouring 
to convince them of their in- 
juftice—W hat capital crime, 
he afked them, do you charge 
him with — ] ice examined 
him and found nothing in his 
conduét that deferves death 
—IJ will give orders for his 
being publickly whipped, and 
difmifs him. 

23 At this they again pier- 
ced the air with their cries — 
aud with more determined ve- 
hemence and fury than ever 
demanded his crucifixion — 
The violence of the popu- 
lace and the urgent folicitati- 
ons of the high priefts at laft 
prevailed upon the procurator 
to comply. 

24 Pilate then gave orders 
that he fhould be executed 
according to their requeft. 

25 At their united impor- 
tunity he releafed out of pri- 
fon one who had _ perpetrat- 
ed murder and cauled a riot 
—but furrendered up Jefus 
to their insplacable and bloody 
refentments. 

26 As they were dracoine 
him to the place aa cru- 
cifixion they feized one Si- 
mon a citizen of Cyrene, 
whom they happened to meet 
as he was comin, to the city, 

—rnd compeled him to take 
the crofs and carry it after 
him. 


™ The words are repeated in the Cameridge MS. 


§— 


Chap. xXiil. 
§—27 Tere tollowed 
him to the place of execution 
a prodigious crowd of peo- 
ple—the women beating their 
breafts and deploring his un- 
happy fate with the moft 
piercing lamentations. 

28 To thefe he turned and 
thus {fpoke—Ye daughters of 
Jerulalem! let not my mifer- 
able end proveke your tears, 
but Jet them flow for the 
dreadful deftiny in which 
yourfelves and your children 
will fhortly be involved. 

2g aor the time will foon 
come, when the diftracted 
mother fhall exclaim—Hap- 
py, Happy is the barren wo- 
man! Thrice happy the bo- 
fom that never felt maternal 
tendernefs ! 

30 Such dire mifery and 
horror will then reign, that 
men fhall pafionately wifh 
the mountains and hills to 
Overwnelm them, and _ to 
hide them from the dreadful 
{pectacle*. 

31 For if the green bough 
burns with fuch violence, with 
what horrid fury will the dry 
tree blaze! 

§— 32 Two malefactors 
were allo conducted along 
with him to the place of cru- 
cifixion, 

33 Being arrived at Calva- 
ry, the place of execution, they 
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crucified him between two 
criminals. 

34. When Jefus was ex- 
tended on the crofs he de- 
voutly uttered this petition to 
God—Merciful father! grant 
them thy forgivenefs, for 
they know not what they do! 
—The foldiers parted his 
cloaths and catt lots for them. 

35 The common people 
{tood fpectators of this whole 
traniaction——-among whom 
were allo the principai mem- 
bers of the Sanhedrim—who 
all united in offering him the 
moft contemptuous infult and 
abufe—crying out—Since he 
is the great Meifiah, the dit 
tincuifhed favourite of hea- 
ven, let him who hath faved 
{uch numbers from death, 
now fave himfelf! 

36 The Roman cuards al- 
fo conjoined in making him 
the object of their {port and 
derifion—advancing up to his 
crols, and offering him vine- 
gar, 

37 and infolently faying to 
him—Since thou art the great 
fovereion of Judza, let us 
fee thee refcue thyielf trom 
thy prefent mifery. 

38 Over his head they fix- 
ed up this infcription in 
Greek, Latin and Hebrew : 
THis IS THE KING OF THE 
Jews. 


" Referring to their eating human flefh in the fiege. See Fo/ephus. 


Vor ‘lL. 


T 


§— 


274 The YWuttory 


§—39 One of the crimi- | 


nals too from his crofs ca- 
lumniated him and faid — 
Since thou arc the illuftrious 
Meffiah, why dolft not thou 
extricate both thyfelf and us 
from our prefent tortures ! 

40 But the other reproved 
him for tis profane inlolence, 
and faid to b::.—How cantt 
CHOU.” Wid: are Inthe lame 
condemned and wretched cir- 
cumftances, allow thyfelf to 
be guilty of fuch impiety a- 
eainft God! 

41 We indeed juftly fuffer 
that punifhmenet which our 
crimes have merited — but 
this pericn hath been euilty 
of no irregularity °. 

42. Fle then-aid. towletus 
— Po remernber me when 
thou arriveft in thy happy 
future kingdom ! 

43 Jelus faid to him— 
Wretched as I this day am, 
ver lscan..aiuie tice: thet 
thou fhalt fhare with me the 
happinefs of a blefled im- 
mortality. 

§—44 Ar twelve o’clock 
the whole land of Judea was 
enveloped in univerfal dark- 
ncis—which continued 1n all 
its horrors till three in the 
afternoon. 


© armor is literally, cut of the aay. 


of JESUS 


Clap. 01. 


45 The fun was a great 
blank in the midft of heaven 
— the veil that feparated the 


t fanctuary and the holy of ho- 


lies was rent in two. 

46 Jefus then with a {trong 
and vehement voice cricd out 
—O Father! into thy mer- 
ciful hands I will refign my 
{pirit!—Hfaving uttered thetle 
words he expired. 

47 When the Roman of- 
ficer faw the wncommon cir- 
cumftance that attended his 
laft moments °, he was itruck 
with religious awe and reve- 
rence, and faid — Undoubt- 
edly this was a good man! 

48 And all the people who 
were prefent fecing the a- 
mazing phanomena with 
which his death was attend- 
ed, in an ecttafy of aftonifh- 
ment and horror ftruck their 
breafts, and returned to their 
relpcective homes. 

49 Allhis friends too, and 
the women who had attended 
him in his late journey from 
Galilee to the city, ftood at 
fome diftance, and were {pec- 
tators of thofe wonderful e- 
VCnts. 

§—50 There was at that 
time a member of the San- 
hedrim, whofe name was Jo- 


It fiynifies any thing ad/urd—— 


any thing ixceufytent with a perfon’s general charader. 
Pp Meaning—his crying out with a loud voice che moment before he ex- 


pired. 


feoh 


Chap. XXIV. 


feoh —a perfon of a virtuous 
at... moft amiable charaéter. 

5: He was a native of Ari- 
mathea — one who lived in 
expectation of the tpeedy e- 
ftablifhment of the Meffiah’s 
kingdom — and who had dif- 
covered the greatefi averfion 
and abhorrence of the pro- 
cedures of the Jews in this 
whole tranfaction. 

52 This perfon came to 
Pilate, and begged he would 
give him the body of Jefus. 

53 Having obtained his 
requelt, he took down the 
corpfe — fwathed it in fine 
linen, according to the Jew- 
ith cuftom—and repofited it 
ina tomb, which he had very 


lately hollowed for himfelf} 


in the folid rock, and in which 


nobody had ever been inter- 
red. 


54 The next day was cal-. 


led the Preparaticn — being 
the day that preceded the 
Jewifh fabbath. 

55 Vhe women, who had 
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accompanicd him from Ga- 
lilee, tollowed the body — 
faw him perform thefe pious 
offices, and remarked thé 
tomb, and the manner in 
which the corpfe was depo- 
fited. 

56 After they had {een 
thefe funeral obfequies per- 
formed — they returned into 
the city, and purchafed a 
great quantity of rich aro- 
matic {pices, intending to 
embalm him — but deferred 
it till the fabbath was paft— 
which they kept according to 
the prefcription of the law. 


CoA PL. SEXIV. 


I N the firft day of the 

week, foon as thé 
morning dawned 4%, the wo- 
men above-mentioned and 


fome of their companions 


along with them hafted to 
the tomb — carrying the a- 
romatic {pices ', which they 
had purchated, 

2 But 


¢ This phrafe oo8)5+ @zfus often occurs in the Greek writers—and 
there is a paffage in .trifcphanes which greatly illuftrates ¢/is, and de- 


jines the time at which this vifit was paid 
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2 Bue when they were ar- 
rived at the place they found 
the large ftone that blocked 
up-its entrance rolled away. 

3:Upon this they entered 
the monument, but were a- 
ftonifhed to find the body of 
Jefus conveyed away. 

4 But while they were in 
the moft cruel perplexity, mu- 
tually expreffing their amaze- 
ment at fuch an unexpected 
event — two celeftial beings, 
in an human form, fuddenly 
* prefented themfelves—clad 
in robes that darted the meft 
dazzling fplendor and efful- 
GENCE’. 

5 At fo fudden and awful 
a ipectacle they were chil 
led with terror, and funk 
proftrate on the ground -—- 
‘he angels then {aid to them, 
What hath induced you to 
feek for the living in thete 
dreary receffes where death 
and horror reign ? 

6 The object of your en- 
quirics is not here — he hath 
quitted the manfions of the 
dead—Do you not remember 
what be exprefsly told you in 
Galilee ? 
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5 “hat che: tom ot man 
would by the vileft perfidy 
be delivered into the hands 
of his bloody perfecutors — 
that he would be crucihed, 
but on the third day would 
rie from the erave.”’ 

8 They then recollected 
that they had heard him make 
ufe of thefe very expreffions. 

g They quitted the fepul- 
chre immediately — and re- 
turning to the city reported 
all thele circumftances to the 
eleven Apoftles and others 
who were along with them. 

10 The perfons who had 
vifited the fepulchre, and now 
brought this relation to the 
apoftles, were Mary Magda- 
lené, Joanna, Mary the mo- 
ther of Tames, and their at- 
tendanis on this occafion. 

ri But they paid them not 
the leaft credir—looking up- 
on the whole account as an 
ablurd and vifionary tale. 

12 ClCr) WOWwe sel OOL Up, 
and ran with anxious and 
precipitate fteps to the tomb 
— but when he ftooped and 
looked into the monument, 


Nhe daw only the Mngen rollers 


. . * a eae | ene MF Ge La 
fuch a rredigious quantity af aromatic spices, erexmeTem, that Gs tie 
Hrentimente and cinsamen there was formed a figure of Sra as large ao 


; } 
dB. 


ay te Ba = a - ay . +e wa IES cen ors piget 
hfe. This pafiage fhews What thefe epeyata Vere, (int ney were: ary 


dpicts, and net cee a: Grefins fuppotes. 

Meer anisole ou 6 Deen renderens file 7 
Lit. Drip: 
See Oe ONn iets RAB 


NK. 


Fras t¢ 


iota som 
Seeley olin 27 


, . 1 
y ot feored. Contult 


f , : at I- > 
Ic y le Lets OT . Coit Ole} b. Luke, 


aoe . s qe i as eettny 
Che criginal is very exprelive—-robes that dot lichtehing. 


sying 


Chap. xxiv. 


lying along — Being convin- 
ced that the body was gone, 
he went back towards the 
city, loft in afhonifhment and 
wonder at fo ftrange an e- 
vent. 

§—13 Arter this, on the 
fame day, as two of the dif- 
ciples were going to Em- 
maus, a village fixty furlongs 
diftant from Jerufalem, 

14 and converfing on the 
road on all the late remark- 
able events : 

15 While they were ea- 
eerly difcuffing the fubject, 
and were now mutually en- 
gaged in warm debate—they 
were joined by Jefus. 

16 But their faculties were 
fo entirely fulpended and en- 
eroffed in the conference, that 
they did not narrowly obferve 
and recognife his perfon. 

17 Jefus faid to them — 
What is the fubject that hath 
fo warmly interefted you on 
the road, and which appears 
to have funk you in fo much 
oloom and dejeétion ? 

18 One of them whofe 
name was Cleopas faid to 
him — Art thou the only fo- 
reigner in Jerufalem, that are 
not acquainted with the fig- 
nal events that have lately 
happened ? 

19 What events? he faid 
— The diftinguifhed  trant- 
actions, they replied, of one 
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Jefus, a native of Nazareth, 
a moft iluftrious prophet, 
who exhibited to the world 
the molt amazing miracles, 
and delivered the mott fub- 
lime and heavenly doctrines 
to all the people of Judza. 

20 Haft thou not heard 
how this eminent perfonage 
was by the high priefts and 
our Sanhedrim publickly con- 
demned and crucified ° 

21 We indeed fattered 
ourlelves with the fond fan- 
guine hope, that this was 
the very perfon whe was to 
have procured Ifrael. com- 
plete deliverance and felicity 
— Know, however, ‘that this 
is the third day fince his.exe- 
cuton. 

22 We have alfo been 
greatly alarmed by fome wo- 
men who were our friends, 
who went very early to vifit 
the tomb; 

22 for on their return to 
us they reported that the bo- 
dy was gone, and that they 
had {een an apparition of an- 
gels, who affured them that 
he was reftored to life. 

24 Some too of our com- 
panions went to the tomb, 
and found every circumftance 
true’ which the woman had 
relaced —They were convin- 
ced by ocular demonftration 
that the body was not there. 

25 He then faid to them 
T 3 — 
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— © how inattentive and in- 
confiderate you are! How 
unwilling to believe all the 
moft plain and exprefs pre- 
dictions of the prophets ! 

26 Was not the Meffiah 
to fubmit to all this feries 
of forrows, before he fhould 
be invefted with the illufiri- 


us dignity and honours of 


his glorious kingdom ¢ 

27 tie then adduced and 
explained to them ail the pro- 
phecies refpecting himfelf in 
a regular order from Motes 
down to the jateft prophets. 

28 When they were got 
to the village, whither they 
mended “at. firll-t6 -20,7 Mie 
feemed defirous to have pro- 
ceeded farther : 

29 But they folicited him 
inthe moft importunate terms 
to lodge with them that night, 
as the ‘day was far declined-— 
They at laft prevailed upon 
him, and he went alone with 
them. 

30 When he fat down with 
them to fupper, he took bread, 
and after offering up his de: 
vout acknowledgments to 
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God, he broke and diftribut- 
ed it among them. 

31° “Dhis action. at 3! nce 
daew their eyes and attenzion 
upon him— They knew i 
— but he “ inftantly cunced 
them. 

32 Then they turned in a- 
mazement to one another and 
faid—What ftupidity not to 
know his perfon before — for 
were not our hearts inflamed 
with facred ardor, while he 
was difcourfine with us on the 
road and interpreting to us 
the holy icriptures ! 

33 They got up that mo- 
mene and went back to the 
city to lmpart the happy news 
to the reft ci the difciples and 
their attendants—whom they 
found all affemoled together. 

34 But the moment they 
entered, the company in an 
ecttaly of joy cried out 
Jefus is molt certainly rifen! 
Simon Peter hath feen him! 

35 Then they twa recount- 
ed all the circumftances that 
had occurred in the road to 
Eminaus, and how they were 
convinced of the identity of 
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his person, when his peculiar 
manner before {upper haa fix- 
ed their attention to it. 

36 While they were relat- 
ing thefe circumftances, and 
every one’s attention was to- 
tally cngrofied by the account 
——- Jefus came unperceived, 
and ftanding in the midft of 
them accolted them with the 
ulual falutarion May uni- 
verfal happinefs attend you! 

37 They were inftantly 
feized with the laft terrour 
and confternation-—for they 
believed they faw a ipeétre. 

28 Jetus then faid to them 
—— Why are ye thus intimi- 
dated? Why do ye faffer 
fuch trightful images to 
feize your minds and to fll 
you with fuch perturbation 
and horror ? 

39 View attentively my 
hands and my feet ——— Con- 
vince yourfelves of the idcn- 
tity of my perlon—contemp- 
late and handle me—A {pec- 
tre hath not Acfh and bones *, 
as you have ocular and fenfi- 
ble proof that | have. 

40 Having faid this he 
fhowed to every one of them 
his hands and his feet—and 
bad them remark the fears 
with which they were imprel- 
fed. 

41 But the belief of fome 
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being ftill fufpended by an 
excels of rapture and amaze- 
ment, to give them farther 
proofs of the reality of his per- 
jon, he defired they would 
give him fome victuals. 

42 They brought to him 
part of a broiled fith and fome 
honey comb. 

43 Lhen he took and eat 
before all the company. 

44 He then faid to them 
—J told you in the moft ex- 
plicit manner in many for- 
mer converiations that all the 
predictions relating to myfelf 
in the law of Moles, in the 
fubfequent prophets, and in 
the plalms, were to receive 
an exact accomplifhment. 

45 He then dilpelled the 
prejudices that before cloud- 
ed their minds —and made 
them fee the original intenti- 
on and defign ot the prophe- 
cies in the moft clear and per- 
{picuous hight. 

46 He concluded with fay- 
ino——Thefe are the exprefs 
predictions of {fcripture—the 
plain tenor of which is, That 
the Meffiah was to fuffer and 
die—that on the third day he 
was to rife from the grave— 

47—that repentance and 
remiffion of” fins were to be 
proclaimed in his name, to 
every nation in the univerfe 
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—— that the firft preachers 
were to open their commil- 
fion in Jerufalem — and from 
this city, as a center, to dif- 
fufe the joyful tidings of this 
diipenfation to the extremities 
of the globe. 

48 Anddo you be the pub- 
lic witnefles of thefe facts in 
the world. 

49 Be affured that you 
fhall receive thofe fpiritual 
endowments which my hea- 
venly father hath promifed to 
impart to you—But continue 
at Jerufalem ’tll you are in- 
vetted with theie divine pow- 
ers 

§—s5o0 Havine given them 
thefe initruétions, he led them 
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out of the city as far as Beth- 
any—there he lifted up his 
hands and pronounced his 
bleffine upon them. 

51 While he was engaged 
in this pious office — he was 
taken up from them, and 
conveyed to heaven. 

62 Struck with this amaz- 
ing fpectacle they proftrated 
themfelves—and after paying 
him divine honours *, return- 
ed to Jerufalem, elated with 
the moft rapturous Joy. 

53 And conftantly every 
day they reforted to the tem- 
ple—with the devouteft fer- 
vour praifing and celebrating 
God for all thefe great and 
diftinguifhed events. 


x Becaufe he was now i by the fupreme Being, the univerfal 


governor of al] things. 
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J EFORE the origin 
of this world exifted 
the LOGOS ’—who was then 
with the Supreme God—and 
was himfelf a divine perfon. 
2 He exifted with the Su- 
preme Being, before the foun- 
dation of the earth was laid :: 
2 For this moft eminent 
perfonage did the Deity fole- 


ly employ in the formation of. 


this world, and of every thine 
it contains. 

4 This exalted fpirit af- 
fumed human hfe—and from 
his incarnation the moft pure 
and facred emanations of 
light were derived to illumi- 
nate mankind : ™: 

5 This hght fhot its beams 
into a benighted world—and 
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conquered and aifpelled that 
gloomy darknefs, in which it 
was invelcped ”. } | 

6 Touther this divine per- 
fonage into the world, and to 
prepare men for his recepti- 
on, God previoufly commif- 
fioned and fent John the Bap- 
tift. 3 

7 This prophet came to 
give public notice that a clo- 
rious light would fhortly ap- 
pear—to excite all the Jews 
to credit and receive this 
creat meflenger of God. 

8 John himfelf openly dif 
avowed all pretenfions to this 
exalted character—declaring, 
that 4e’ was only appointed of 
God to give public informa- 
tion of this illuftrious perfon- 
age. 

g That divine perfon was 


y The Platoni/ts, whofe Philofophy obtained among the Fervus at this 


time, and particularly Philo, fpeak of Reason as a Being inferior and 


fubordmate to the Supreme God. 


‘© The material World was made 


after the likenefs of the /écoud God, who is the Reason of the fapreme 


God, O¢ ecw exces AOTOS. 


Philo apud Eufeb. Prep. vii. ba ln 


his book of Hufbandry, he alfo calls Reason God’s prft born fon, Wee 


ToyoG uwiG, p. 152.” 


* Alluding to that pure and perfect Difpenfation of Religion which 


he introduced among mankind, 


tiie 
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the true light — which with 
its facred rays illuminates e- 
very rational being. 

10 This exalted Being 
formed the world—did after- 
wards make his public ap- 
pearance in it—but it reyect- 
ed him. 

11 He made his public 
appearance among his own 
favourite nation the Jews — 
but his own favourite nation 
repulfed him. 

12 But thofe of the Gen- 
tiles, who embraced hts doc- 
trines, and were firmly per- 
fuaded of the truth and au- 
thority of his religion, he in- 
vetted with the diftineuifhed 
privilege of the fons ot God. 

13 This fingular and fa- 
cred privilege thefe Heathen 
countries did not derive from 
anv lineal defcent, from any 
eminent piety and virtue of 
their progenitors, or from a- 
ny efforts of human wifdem 
and philofophy — the benig- 
mity of God fole’y conterred it 
upon them. 

14 The LOGOS affumed 
human nature, and refided a- 
mong us—communicating to 


; a D 
mankind the moft facred and 
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heavenly truths and we 
were {pe-taters of all the a- 
ftonifhing traniactions of his 
life——by which he demon- 
{trated himfelf te us to be che 
dichir mutton fava rae da ater 
ven. 

§—15 Joun the Baprift 
gave the moft explicit tefli- 
nony of his perfon and c42- 
racter, by makine the roltow- 
ing public proclamation — 
“* This, this is the very per- 
fon I referred to, when I told 
you, That my — fuceceffor 
would be a perton of greater 
dignity and eminence than 
my telt. 

16: Ehis3s theapertons 
from the immenfe plenitude 
of whole love and benicaity 
itis that we " have received 
2 clorious and pertect difpen- 
fation to fuperfede and vacate 
the former, 

17 ‘* for the law was pro- 
muleated by Moles — but a 
nobler fcheme, replete with 
benignity and the moft im- 
portant truths, is now pub- 
lifhed by Jefus the MeMiah. 

i8 *“* None of the former 
law-givers had any perfonal 
intercourfes with the Deity 
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2 Only begotica means the object of one’s fondeft affections: fuch as 


an only child as. 


This term is applied to Chriit, to fhow us, haw ele- 


vated and diftingurthed his ftation was amongit the orders of cclettial 


spirits. 


b As this is a Prophecy. John fpeaks here, as other Prophets do, of 
enings future as present. you ayte yaeoiae means, the Chriffran Dif- 


penfatton infeed of the Feud. 
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—— but this molt illuftrious | 


favourite of heaven hath been 
admitted into the bofom of 
the Father, and 1s enabled to 
communicate to mankind the 
cleareft difcoveries of his per- 
fections and countels.” 

§—ig Tuis alfois another 
teftimony that John the Bap- 
uit gave publickly to Jefus, 
when the Sanhedrim deputed 
a number of priefts and le- 
vites to interrogate him con- 
cerning his pretenfions, and 
to recelve a categorical an- 
{wer from him, who he was. 

20 Lhe anfwer he gave to 
this folemn meffage was not 
evafive—it was plain and ex- 
plicit —TI really am not the 
Mefhah. 

21 They then afked him, 
Are you Elias ? —He faid he 
was not—Are you any of the 
old prophets reftored to life*? 
—ife replied, Iam not. 

22 They faid to him—Sa- 
tisfy us then who you are— 
for we were publickly com- 
miffioned to make thefe en- 
quiries of you, and mutt re- 
port your anfwer — What is 
the character you aflume? 

23 Tothis Johnanfwered in 
the words of the prophet Iaiah 


by + 02m : 


: 
arte 


233 


‘* Tam the voice of an her- 
ald making public proclama- 
tion in the folitude, O pre- 
pare for the fpeedy advent of 
the Meifah !— Make a foft 
and eafy path far his facred 
{teps. 

24 (The perfons who were 
fent from Jerufalem to pro- 
pole thefe gueftions were 
Pharilees) 

25 What hath then induc- 
ed you, they continued, to 
baptize in this public man- 
ner, if you are neither the 
Meffiah, nor Elias, nor any 
other of the antient prophets? 

26 He replied—I admini- 
fter only water * baptilm — 
But there is a perfon now a- 
mong you, who is appointed 
to be my fucceffor—but with 
whofe character you are not 
as yet acquainted— 

27 he is poffeffed of infi- 
nitely fuperjour eminence and 
dignity than [am-—for whom 
I deem not mytelt worthy to 
{toop and do the meaneft of- 
fice. 

28 The above tranfactions 
happened at * Bethabara, 
the great paflage over Jor- 
dan, where John was thea 
baptizing. 


¢ This is a proof that the Jews had now adopted the Platonic Philofophy 





tioned. 
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¢ Pethabara fignifies, the houfe of paffaze. 


* Meaning, that the Me/iab's would be of a aiferext nature. 


one doctrine of which was, the Tranfinigration of Souls, here men- 
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§—29 Tue day after this 
John the Baptift defcried Je- 
fus at fome diftance as he was 
advancing towards him—and 
inftantly cricd out, in rap- 
ture, to the furrounding 
multitude—-* Behold yonder 
is the amiable object of the 
divine love, who 1s appoint- 
ed to reform mankind! 

30 “* This is the very per- 
fon I referred to when [ told 
you, That my fuccefior would 
be a perfonage of infinitely 
greater dignity and eminence 
than mytelf. 

31 ‘°F did not know that 
this was the perfon, before ] 
baptized him —lI only knew 
myfelf to have a divine com- 
miffion to adminifter baptif{m, 
in order that by this means 
HIs character might be pub- 
lickly known and difcovered 
by the Jews.” 

32 John gave this exprefs 
teftimony of him— << I faw 
the fpiric defcend from the 
{ky with the rapidity of a 
cove, and light upon him. 

23 ‘* Before this, I did not 
know that he was this great 
and iluftrious prophet —~ 
When I faw this circum- 
ftance, I was immediately 
convinced of the identity of 
his perlon— becaufe that Be- 
ing, from whom [I received 
my commiffion to baptze, 
fugeefted to my mind, That 
the man on whom I fhould 

0] 
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fee the fpirit defcend and reft, 
was the very perfon, who 
(hould baptize with the holy 
{pirit. 

34 “* This amazine phe- 
nomenon I faw-——and I de- 
clare to you in the molt fo- 
lemn manner, That this per- 
fon is the fon or God !” 

§—35 THE next day as 
John was ftanding along 
with two of his difciples, 

36 he difcovered Jefus, at 
fome diftance, walking—and 
faid, Behold the amiabic fa- 
vourite of heaven | 

27 Fis two diciples, hear- 
ing thele expreffions, 1mme- 
diately went atter Jetus. 

38 He turning, and fee- 
ing them follow him, {aid to 
them, 

39 What induces you to 
follow me? — They atked 
him, in the moft refpectful 
manner, where he lodecd, © 

40 He faid to them, if you 
will attend me I will fhow 
you They accompanie< 
him, it being now about ten 
o’clock —and fpent that day 
with him. 

41 One of thefe two who 
heard John utter theie ex- 
preffions, and whofe curiofity 
was excited to follow Jefus, 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 

42 He, after this interview 
and converfation with fefus, 
inftantly went to find his Ha 

ther 
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ther Peter—and the moment 
he met with him cr.ed out, in 
the higheft traniport — We 
have found the great Meffiah! 

43 He then | brought him 
directly to Jefus—The inftant 
Peter came in, Jefus fixed 
his eyes upon him, and faid 
— You are the fon of Jonas 
——and your name is Simon‘ 
— but your furname fhall be 
Peter °. 

§—44 Tue day following 
Jeius purpofed to go into Ga- 
lilee—and happening to meet 
with Philip, faid to him, Fol- 
low me. 

45 Philip was an inhabi- 
tant of Bethfaida — the fame 
town 1n which Andrew and 
Peter lived. 

46 Philip meets with Na- 
thanael, and in an extafy of 
joy cried out—We have cer- 
tainly found that divine per- 
fon whom Mofes and all the 
fubtequent prophets have fo 
diftinctly defcribed —— His 
name is Jefus, the fon of Jo- 


feph of Nazareth. 
47 Is it pomible, rephied | f 
Nathanael, that any thing 


that is good can come from 
fo obfcure and wicked a place 
as Nazareth — Phihp faid, 


f ‘Tho’ he had never feen him before, 


by ts name and his father’s name. 


& Which fignifies a Rock—prophetically referrin ng to 
See Adis. 


foundation of the Chrittian church. 


h Probably, he had been praying. 
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Follow me, and converfe with 
him. 

48 As Nathanael was ad- 
vancing towards him, Jefus 
faid to thofe who ftood by 
—Behold a true and genuine 
Ifraclite ! a man who poflefles 
an heart entirely free from all 
infincerity ! 

49 Nathanael faid to him 
— How 1s it poffible for you 
to know any thing of my real 
character? — Jefus replied, 
Before Phuip fpoke to you, 
I was a witnefs of your pri- 
vate " tranfaction, when you 
was under the fic-tree. 

50 Upon this Nathanael 
in aftonifhment cried out, 
Divine inftructor! Thou art 
the fon of God! Thou art 
the great Meffiah and Law- 
siver of Ifrael ! 

51 Jelus faid to him—Doft 
thou acknowledge me to be 
the Meffiah, becaute [o-dit- 
covered that I was conicious 
of what thou aidi{t in filence 
and fecrecy under the fig- 
tree? — ae afiured that thy 
faith in me {hail be confirm- 
ed by more iricing and il- 
luftrious proofs 

52° Fer you thall. for the 
future, behold the moft fig- 


he faluted him, immediately, 


hy 13 lavine th epir ft 


nal 
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nal interpofitions of heaven 
in my favour — you fhall fee 
the iky fever, and the blet- 
fed angels defcend to efcort 
the fon of man up to the ce- 
leftial regions §. 


CHAP. Il. 
HREE days after 


this there was a mar- 
triage celebrated in Cana of 
Galilee—and the mother of 
Jefus was one of the compa- 
ny. 

2 Jefus and the four difci- 
ples above-mentioned were 
alfo invited to the nuptial en- 
tertainment. 

3 Their wine proving de- 
ficient, his mother faid to 
him—Son ! the wine is quite 
exhauited ! 

4 Jefus faid to her— Mo- 
ther! it-is not for: you to 

dictate to me when | am to 
exert my miraculous power 
— The time of my public 
miniftry tn this country 1s not 
yet arrived. 

Bobs. Gaocner: “cals: the 

waiters, and fays—Wiaetever 


1 Referring ro his 4cen/100. 
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my fon bids you do, be fure 
you obey him. 

6 There were in the houfe 
fix ftone water-veffels, placed 
according to the Jewifh rite 
of purification, which con- 
tained each about two or 
three firkins. 

7 Jefus faid to the fer- 
vants—Fill thefe veffels with 
water—They filled them alf 
up to the top. 

8 Yefus then faid— Draw 
out fome of the liquor, and 
carry it to the governour of 
the teaft, 

g When the mafter of the 
ceremonies tafted the water, 
now converted into moft ex- 
cellent wine—he was aftonifh- 
ed—he could not imaginé 
how they obtained ic——- The 
fervants only,whohad brought 
him the liquor knew this — 
He inftancly calls the bride- 
eroom cto him, 

10 and fays—It is always 
cuftomary at an entertain- 
ment to bring out the beft 
wine fixrji—and when the tafte 
of the company -is_ blunted 
with drinking ic is ufual to 


ke DENe phrafe Th eynt wal Oot ought rather to have been tranflated, 
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let me be free: 


Whar have vou to do with me. 
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bring them wine of an inferi- 
our fort—-You have, it feems, 
reverfed this cuftom—for you 
have referved your beit wine 
to the /aff. 

11 This miracle, which 
Jefus now performed in Cana, 
was the firft that he ? publick- 
ly wrought Frere it was 
that he firft openly difplayed 
that tranfcendent power with 
which he was endowed—by 
which his four difciples were 
convinced that he was the 
Meffiah. 

§—12 AFTER this he went 
down to Capernaum, accom- 
panied with his mother, his 
brothers, and his difciples 
— but {pent only a few days 
in that town, 

13 For the Jewith paffover 
was near, and he went up to 
Jerufalem to celebrate that 
folemn feftival. 

14. Upon his entering the 





teniple he found ereat num-. 


bers of men induftrioufly em- 
ployed in felling oxen, fheep 
and doves for the facrifice, 
and the bankers fitting in 
their offices, and encaged in 
giving Jewifh coin in ex- 
change tor forcign. 

15 When he faw this bufy 
icene, he made a fcouree— 
and with an authority, which 
none could refift, expelled 
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out of the tempie all the {el- 
lers, and the oxen and fheep 
they expofed to fale, over- 
turned the tables of the 
bankers, and icattered their 
money upon the pavement : 

16 Saying to thofe who 
fold doves, Take away thete 
ftands inttantiy out of the 
temple, and convert not my 
father’s houie into 2 conveni- 
ent place for you to tranfact 
fuch fordid and mercenary 
commerce. 

17 Thefe  tranfaétions 
brought to the difciples re- 
membrance the following ap- 
polite paflage of icripture — 
“<The fame of chy zeal for 
the honour of the temple 
hath devoured thee.” 

18 After this the Jews 
came about him and faid — 
What proof do you produce 
of your being authorized to 
actin this public manner ? 

1g jJelus replied —Demo- 
lifh this temple—and in three 
days time 1 will erect it in 
all its former perfection and 
glory. 

20 The Jews anfwered — 
This temple was the labour 
of fix and forty years — and 
art thou able cto rear fuch a 
vaft and ftately ftructure in 
three days ! 


1 Becaufe it appears that he had before wrought g:zwate miracles, by 
his mother bidding the waiters obey lim. 


ai Jefus 
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21 Jelus only meant the 
temple of his body. 

22 This incident of his 
life the difciples recollected 
after his refurrection—and it 
ferved to eftablith their belief 
in thofe prophecies which pre- 
dicted his death, and to con- 
firm the truth of thofe dif- 
courfes, in which he had 
foretold his crucifixion and 
reftcration to life. 

23 During this feftival, 
which he celebrated in jeru- 
faiem, many were convinced 
that he was the Meffiah by 
the amazing miracles, which 
they faw him perform. 

24 Jefus however did not 
repoie any fanguine confi- 
dence in their ” fidelity to 
him ® for he perfectly 
knew the principles and dit- 
pofitions, by which all men 
were actuated. 

Nor had he occafion 
for any man to atteft the 
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character of another—for he 
infallibly knew by what in- 
ternal {prings and moiives 
every perion was governed, 


Co) say Game © 


HERE was a Phari- 
{ce called ® Nicode- 


mus, a member of the San- 
hedrim. 
2 This gentleman private- 


ly ftole to Jefus in the filence 
of the night to have an inter- 
view with him—and thus ac- 
cofted him—T]luftrious teach- 
er! we conclude that you are 
invetted with a divine com- 
miffion to inftruct mankind, 
from the ftupendous miracles 
you perform fuch as it is 
impoffible for any perfon to 
exhibit, if not delegated and 
authorized by the Deity. 

3 Jefus faid to him—Lct 
me folemnly aflure you that 
if any man’s notions be not 
rectified °, and he be born 





m Pecaufe he knew that the great and leading men would prevail 


with them to abjare his caufs, and renounce their attachment to him. 
Jt appears from Ff/ephus, as well as the New Teflament, that the Popy- 
as entirely at the devotion of the Pharisees. Tsoauta Se syuas 
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cn the populace, that whatever they {poke even againft an Emperor or 
an Highpriedt wes inftantly eredited by os Tof. Ant lavodeG. TO: 
Huaf. This paflage excellently explains, what would be other- 
v. ue autolutely urac countable, that the fz xc people were capable of cry- 
Ing Movannal and eruet{y I alto with the fane brea h- 
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Pelpidas. Neeeflary indecd for that poor wretch Nicodemus. Edit. Steph. 
Si O}x Ll). $c. 
© ‘Phe defen of Nicodemu.’ vilit to cur Lord was to found him about 


a gata kingdom. Jefus knew his detgn—and expofed the 
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from above ’, he will not em- 
brace the goipel. 

4 Tothis Nicodemus re- 
phed—How 1s it poffible for 
a miail advanced in years to 
receive a fecond birth ? 

5 Jeius aniwered — fuffer 
me in the moft folemn man- 
ner to declare, If any one is 
not morally regenerated, and 
is not what the wafhing with 
water figuratively imports, 
he will not be difpofed to 
embrace the gofpel. 

6 There 1s a‘ dteral, and 
there is a ficarative, birth. 

7 -Lou< need not expre(s 
furprife at my afferting that 
the notions of you Jews muft 
be rectified, and yourfelves be 
born from above. 

8 As the wind blows in all 
directions from every point 
and tho’ the found of it 
itrike the ear, yet none can 
tell from what repoficory it 
comes, or what regions it vi- 
fits, atterithath patfed him—fo 
imperceptible and extenfive 





P Avaday never fienifies agaiv, but always cdcue. 
Plut. Numa. 122. 
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fhall be the progrefs of the 
golpel, and converts to it be 
collected in every climate. 

g Nicodemus antwered — 
How is it poffible that thefe 
events fhould ever happen ! 

ro Jefus replied —Can {o 
learned and celebrated a Rab- 
bi be ignorant of thefe truths! 

11 I can folemnly afjure 
you that I fpeak from cer- 
tain knowledge, and atteft 
only facts, for the veracity of 
of which [ have had the moft 
undoubted evidence—and yet 
you are not difpofed to credit 
my teftimony. 

12 If I tell you thefe plain 
and fimple truths and you 
will not credit them—how 
could you relifh and embrace 
more fublime and myfterious 
difcoveries | 

13 None of the former 
prophets was ever adrnitted 
into the feats of celeftial joy . 
in order to atteft to men the 
reality and happinels of this 
ftate—the fon of man, who is 


Avwodiy xaeralaci, 
Avodevy tng yeas froin ADOTS 


Qcs under eurssey tev eveder, that no- 
thing might fall from above. id. Pericl. p. 303. 
ing from above.. 1d. Ware. p. 561. 


Katidov arwfer, look- 
An alp was brourht amang fome 
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Ivery good gift defcends from above, 
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4 The words gupr and ryevie are often uled wo figuiiy the Hera? and 
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defcended on earth, was the 
only perton that ever refided 
in thofe bleffed abodes. 

14 But as Moies fixed the 
brazen ferpent on a pole in 
the wildernefs ——in the fame 
manner will the fon of man 
be elevated’, 

15 in order that all thofe 
who embrace his religion may 
not incur everlafting deftruc- 
tion but obtain a bleffed 
immortahty 5 

16 for the fupreme God 
was affected with {uch 1m- 
menfe compaffion and love 
for the human race, that he 
deputed his fon from heaven 
to inftruct them—%in order 

that every one who embraces 
and obeys his religion might 
not finally perith, “but fecure 
everlafting happinels. 

17 For the benevolent fa- 
ther of the univerfe did not 
fend his fon to condemn and 
punifh mankind, but to rel- 
cue and fave ret from mile- 
ry and ruin. 

18 llc, who ts convinced 
of the truth of his religion 
by its evidences, fhall not 
he finally condemned 
bun she, avho wejects s-thele 
proots, is already condemn- 
ed —- becaufe he wilfully re- 
rufes his affent to the evidcn- 
of a perfon’s mifiion, 
whom Ged hath invefted with 
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the greateft authority and 
ower. 

1g And what will expofe 
fuch to this future condem- 
nation 1s, that God hath been 
pleated to diffule among men 
a light fo tranicendently glo- 
rious and divine, but their 
judgments, wilfuily deprav- 
ed, preferred gloomy dark- 
ne{s to its chearing and facred 
beams. 

20 For he that is inflaved 
to his vices abhors the hight 
of truth and virtue, and 
dreads to approach it, left the 
deformity of his conduét 
fhould be publickly expoted: 

21 But he who hath a fa- 
cred reeard for moral good- 
nefs and truth advances to 
the ee Wi ith conicious bold- 
ne ctions, in the 
ne ar ee manners 

may appear to have proceed- 
ed from rcligious principles. 

§—22 Arrrr this inter- 
view with iieodenats Jctus 
and his dieiples retired into 
the remote parts of Judxa— 
where he continued tor fome 
time and baptized. 

23 John too at the fame 
time was baptizing at a place 





called Finon. ‘near Saint. 
where there was plenty of 
water — Lhither great num- 


bers reforted and were b: Ap- 
tized by hit. 
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24 For the events Inther- 
to related of Jelus happened 
before John’s imprifonment 
by Herod. 

25 There rofe about this 
tine a warm debate between 
the Jews and John’s difciples 
concerning the eficacy 
their matter’s baptifm for the 
purpoles of purification. 

26 The difciples of John 
therefore came to him and 
iaid—— Sir! the perion you 
baptiz 
Jordad, and to the divinity 
of whofe charaéter you gave 
Jo fional a teftimony, 1s now 
baptizing 
crowds from all parts are 
flocking to him. 

27 John rephed ey 
Man cannot ack “above strnat 
particular comuniffion and of- 
hee, which have been affign- 
ed him by heaven. 

20 °° Yor sare Nwitieties, 
that [ afferted in the molt ex- 
prefs terms that I was not 
the MeMah — but was only 
fent on purpote to uther and 
introduce him into the world, 








and to give public notice of 
his coming. 
19 heagem ces hes brideeroo om’s 


friend fincerely rejoices to hear 
him expreis his felicity, and 
molt cordially iympathizes 
with Ue 1n his conicious hap- 
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on earth from the celeitial re- 
eons hath a dignity infinite- 
lv fuperiour to all others —- 
ming original is purely ter 
thial) enh aay 
folely confined to terreftrial 
things—bue that divine per 
fon who left thet rCO1Ons Of LM 
mortality is a mol iat Perec and 
illuftrious character 
a2 Bit thor this exalted 
perionace freely publithes 
and iclemnly atteits thofe 
heavenly coe ne. which he 
hath received from the moft 
intimate aaa endearing con- 
verte with the Supreme j Fa- 
ther in the manfions of eter- 
nal happine cel the gene. 
£ men revect his Tefti- 


fel= 
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33 ‘** But every one, wha 
hath admitted his iacre and 
infallible teftimiony, fets his 
fealto God’s veracity In am ap 


ly falGlls eee his preaictica 
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ee, 


now Celewated on this er 
Pat errand, 1s comnmutiioned 
co reveal ta mankind the era- 
cious defens and countels of 
d-—-for God doth not en- 
ne him with fpiritual pitts 
pad, powers i aartial and 
hime nner 

aa dle waprenie atin 
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vefted him with full authori- 
ty and univerfal dominion. 
26° © (Fle -theretore “that 
embraces and obeys his doc- 
trines will fecure eternal life 
-—but on him who wilfully 
difobeys and rejects them, the 
wrath of the Almighty fhall 
be inflicted, and his lite fhall 
be extinguifhed to all eternt- 


ty. 
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Co AP: AY. 


W HEN Jefus under- 
{tood that the Pha- 


rifees had received informa- 
tion of his collecting and bap- 
tizing greater numbers of dil- 
ciples than John, 

2 —— tho’ it was not Jefus 
that baptized but his dif- 
ciples— 

3 to avoid their refentment, 
he quitted Judxa, defigning 
to retire into Galilee. 

4 ‘The road he was to tra- 
vel lay through Samaria. 

5 In his journey therefore 
he aneines at a town belong- 
ing to the Samaritans, called 
Sichar — contiguous to that 
eftate, which the patriarch 
Taccb bequeathed as an inhe- 
ritance to his fon Jofeph, 

6 Near this town was fJa- 
cob’s well — Jefus arriving 
here about fix o’clock in the 
evening fat down on the fide 
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of the well, faint and fatigued 
with travelling. 

7 But as he was here re- 
pofing his wearied limbs, a 
Samaritan woman came to 
draw water — Jefus begged 
fhe would let him drink. 

8 — for his difciples were 
gone into the town to buy 
provifions— 

g The woman rephed — 
I am aftonifhed how You, 
who are a Jew, can afk wa- 
ter of a Samaritan — for the 
Jews have not the leaft friend- 
ly intercourfe with the Sama- 
ritans. 

10 Jefus faid to her — If 
you knew the illuftrious * gift 
of God to mankind, and the 
dignity of that perfon who 
folicits this {mall favour from 
you, inftead ot drs requefting, 
you would have importuned 
him to confer fome rich blef- 
fine upon you, and he woulcd 
have freely refrefhed you 
with water from the moft 
pure and perennial {pring. 

11 Sir! fhecontinued, How 
is it poMfible you could give 
me the water you boaft—as 
you have no bucket, and the 
well is ummentely deep ! 

12 Are you a perion of 
creater eminence than our 
Wluftrious anceftor Jacob, 
who dug this well to fupply 
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himfelf, his family, and his 
flocks with water ! 

13 Jefus anfwered— The 
water of this fountain can 
only allay a momentary thirft, 
which is fure to return, and 
rage with the fame violence 
as before: 

14 But he, that is refrefh- 
ed with that cooling and fa- 
lutary water that I impart, 
fhall never feel the unea- 
fy fenfations of thirft any 
more for ever — but the wa- 
ter he receives from mine 
hand fhall prove in him an 
indefectible fource of a pure 
and tran{fparent itream, that 
will flow through all the ages 
of eternity. 

15 The woman replied — 
Do, Sir! then give me fome 
of this excellent water which 
you fay 1s fuch a fovereign 
remedy to expel thirft, that 
E may not for the future have 
the trouble of coming to this 
fountain any more. 

16 Jefus then faid to her 
—Go into the town, and bid 
your hufband some hither. 

17 I have no hufband, the 
replied — You fay very true, 
faid Jefus that you have no 
hufband: 

18 You have had indeed 
five but the perfon with 
whom you now cohabit is not 
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your hufband as you very 
juftly declare. 

19 ‘The woman in amaze- 
ment cried — Sir! this con- 
vinces me that you are a pro- 
phet! 

20 As I am therefore now 
perfuaded that you are inveft- 
ed with a prophetic charac- 
ter, be pleated to folve the 
dificulty I propofe—Our pi- 
ous anceftors paid their reli- 
gious adorations on this very 
mountain—You Jews, on the 
contrary, affert that Jerufa- 
lem is the place, in which 
the Deity hath appointed that 
his worthip fhall be celebrat- 
ed , 

21 Jefus faid to her-—You 
may depend on the truth of 
what I now folemnly declare 
— The time will foon arrive 
when all religious worfhi 
that is offered both in Jerufa- 
lem and on this mountain, 
fhall be fatally interrupted 
and ceafe *, 

22 You pay your religious 
homage to the creature of 
your wid and abfurd imagi- 
nation—we Jews are not mif- 
taken in the objeét of our 
worfhip—to the Jews was re- 
vealed, and the Jews now 
worfhip, the one only fupreme 
Divinity. 

23 But a new difpenfation 


* Referring to the deftruction of Jerufalem. 
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will 


ar 
AG t 
° % a) q bd : : { 
will be eftabl:ifaed— —whicn 1S 
indeed already commenced 
} 


under which the only trae ans 
acceptable worfhippers of the 
Peity will be thofe who wor- 
{hip him w ith senuine purit 
and integrity oF eas OF 
thei: are indiuipentable quali- 
Hes syINCH Tne CIhy sok ly re- 
wards in [sis votarics ". 

24 God is a pure end per- 
seek mind-—and thole, who 
ofler him their releious ho- 
mage, curht to ac ldvels him 
with VirLUOUS fit Poy and 
rectitude of hea 

5 1 oe. ne the 
woman, whea the ereat IVvief- 
Gah comes, he will folve all 
eur diliculties. 

26 Jeius faid to her —the 
perion, with whorn you have 
oeen cenverling, is the Mct- 
fiah. 

27 Lieto tne aicmpiesscame 
wp and were amazed to find 
him. engaged in conference 
with a Samaritan woman— 
Wene of thei 


u The only acceptable manner of worfhipping the Ue 
him 1a the temper and diipeStion of the 
Caufe, 
and-atreclions; but.as a Bure, invilible, 
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n however afl:- 


ed him the reafon of his con- 
-| verfing with her, 


a8 Buc the woman the 
moment fhe heard the above 
mentioned declaration. left 


hen Pitchers and renswitlt ae 
utmolt preaipitatiens a into the 
town— laying to-cevery one 
fre orets 

29 Come! leeanmaniai 6 
hath told me all the moi te- 
ret incidents of my pait lite! 
— Fie can be no other than 
the Mefiiah. 

30 They all flocked, ac- 


cordingaly, out of the town, 
and hafted tuiee this remark 
able perion. 

31 Durie this tra infaction 


the duciples eee a OL Ms 
parcak c of that 3 ena 
they had jut purchatea. 

22 oO Tele entresn a0 
aniwered —-] am fini 
with retrefhment, to which 
you are {trangers 

39° DG -dinenpies. hearine 
tius, fatd one to 2nother 
biath petien broughe 
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him provifions, while we 
have been abfent ° 

34 Jefus faid to them— 
Mine only refrefhment and 
happineis 1s, to obey the will, 
and accomplifh the defiens 
of him who fent me. 

35 There are you know four 
months yet to the harveft — 
But look over yonder” fields— 
What a glorious harveft they 
contain !—already ripe, and 
fit to be gathered in! — 

36 And he who is induf- 
trioufly emplo ey in reaping 
and collectin 1g this invaluable 
harveit into the repofitory of 
eternal life, fhall be abundant- 
ly recompenied for his faith- 
ful and diligent labours — 
and both the fower and reaper 
fhall mutually fhare the moit 
exalted | joys. 

27 But the picient occafion 
verihes the old adace— ** One 
fows the feed, but another 
reaps the harvelt.” 

38 For I fend you to reap 
a rich and plentiful crop, 
whofe culture never coft you 
any labour—Your * predecet- 
fors with great faticue pre- 
pared the foil — but you will 
reap all the advantages of 
their affiduous pains. 

39 Great numbers accord- 
inoly of the inhabitants of that 
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cown believed him to be the 
Meffiah — convinced by the 
tef{timony of the woman, who 
declared that he had recount- 
ed to her all the principal cir- 
cumftances of her paft life. 

40 The Samaritans, there- 
fore, begged he would fix his 
refidence among them — But 
he ftayed only in the town 
two cays. 

41 During which time 
much greater numbers were 
convinced by his difcourtes 
that he was the Meffiah, 

42 And they faid to the 
woman— We are not induced 
folely by your folemn decla- 
rations to credit his preten- 
fons —— but we have heard 
his divine doctrines, and are 
upon the belt evidence per- 
fyaced “that this moft-allat- 
trious perfon is the real Mef- 
fiah and Saviour of the world. 

§—43 AFTER theletwodays 
were elapfed, heteftthe town 
and travelled into Galilee. 

44 But did not choofe to 
take Nazareth in his road— 
for it was a maxim with him, 
That no public inftructor 
meets with refpect in his own 
country. 

45 Upon his arrival in Ga- 
lilee, the men of that country 
cordially received him, and 


’ Which were then covered with Samaritans, flocking to fee and con- 
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were convinced of his pro- 
phetc character —— having 
lately been {pectators of the 
miracles he had performed in 
Jerufalem at the pafchal fo- 
lemnity. 

46 Jefus meeting with this 
kind and candid ‘Teception, 
went again to Cana, where 
he had converted the water 
into wine — While he was in 
this town a nobleman, whole 
jon was dangerouily fick 
Capernaum, 

47 being informed that 
Jesus had removed from Ju- 
ez2a into Galilee, travelled 
to Cana—and waiting upon 
him requefted him “to 20 
Gown with him, and mira- 
culoufly heal nis fon, of whofe 
recovery there were now no 
hopes. 

48 Jefus faid to him —1if 
{co not exhibit before you 
amazing miracles and prodi- 
gies, you will not credit my 
pretenfions. 

49 The nobleman anxi- 
oully repeated his reaueft, 
besaing be would haften, 
before his dear child de- 
parted. 

60 Jetus staid sto. inves 
Return home — tour child 
1s in perfect health—The gen- 
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tleman believed the words of 
Jefus, and left him chearful 
and fatisfied. 

51 On his return he was 
met by his fervants — who 
affured him that his fon was 
perfectly recovered. 

52 The nobleman afked 
them, at what hour they had 
observed him to grow better? 
— Yeiterday, they replied, 
about feven o’clock every 
teverith fymptom inftantly 
vanifhed, and he was rein- 
ftated in pertect health in a 
moment. 

53 The nobleman then 
knew, that it was that very 
hour that Jelus had pronoun- 
ced the words, and affured 
him of his recovery—By this 
fional miracle he and_ his 
whole family were convinced 
that Jefus was the Meffiah. 

54 This was the /fecond 
miracle that Jefus performed 
in Galilee after his removal 
out of Judzxa. 
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bath, called in. Hebrew Be- 
thefda, or the houfe of . mercy, 
embellifhed with five Piazzas. 

3 In thefe Piazzas lay a 
great number of unhappy 
objects, blind, lame, or thofe 
who had withered limbs — 
anxioufly waiting the fenfible 
and preternatural movement 
of the water: 

4 For an Angel, at that 
particular folemnity, defcend- 
ed into the bath, and vifibly 
put the water into a violent 
agitation—The very firlt poe 
went into the bath, after th 
commotion of the water, was 
perfectly cured of any diftem- 
per he laboured under, how 
inveterate and obftinate to- 
ever. 

5 There was now lying in 
the porticoes of this bath a 
miferable object, who had 
been in a wretched condition 
eight and thirty years. 

6 Jefus fixing his eyes up- 
on this wretched creature, 
and knowing that he had 
been a long time affiicted, 
afked him, If he was defirous 
to be cured of his diftemper. 

7 The unhappy wretch re- 
plied I have no friendly 
hand, Sir! to help me into 
the bath, after its waters are 
put into motion—but all my 
endeavours to obtain reliet 
from the falutary quali tie 
then imparted to it are always 
jure to be rendered ineffectu- 
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al by fome one or other get- 
ting in before me. 

§ Jefus faid to him—— Rife 
—take up thy bed and walk 
home. 

9 The words were no 
fooner pronounced, but the 
man was inftantaneoufly re- 
ftored to periect health—He 
sot up in perfect vigour — 
threw his bed on his fhoulder, 
and walked out of the bath 
— This miraculous cure was 
performed on the iabbath. 

io The Jews, therefore, 
ieeing the man walking Aone 
in this manner, in great incdig- 
nation femuieee him, faying 
Do not you Le it 1S 
the fabbath day? How can 
you profane its facred reft by 
carrying fuch a burden ! 

11 He anfwered The 
perfon, who miraculoufly re- 
moved my diforder, bad me 
take up my bed, and walk 
home. 

12 They afked him, Who 
it was ae had prefumed to 
make him violate the fabbath 
in this flagrant manner. 

ie The man knew not, 
whoit was, from whom he had 
received his cure — for there 
being a great crowd in the 
place at tne time that Jefus 
had performed this miracle, 
he conveyed himfelf private- 
ly and impercepubly away. 

14 Some time after this 
Jefus happened to meet with 

this 
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this man in the temple, and 
faid to him—Thou art now 
rein{tated in thy former health 
and eale —be cautious, for 
the future, of relapfing into 
any wilrul fins, left a more 
dreadtul calamity be inflicted 
upon thee. 

15 The man tranfported 
with gratitude for the blef- 
fing he had received, went 
tothe Jews, and in a flood 
of joy told them—— That the 
name: of his beliefactor, to 
whom he was indebted for 
his miraculous cure, was Je- 
tus. 

16 This information vio- 
be inflamed their refent- 

nents againit Jefus and 
se immediately formed a 
refolution to murder him, for 
his prefuming to violate the 
cuties of the fabbath in this 
cerecmious manner. 

17 Jelus faid to them —- 
My father from the creation 
of the world hath inceffantly 
worked every day in tupport- 
ing the frame of nature by 
his providence—and it is in 
imitation of him that I work, 
and perform benevolent ac- 
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tions every day indiferimi-' 


nately. 

i8 This greatly exalperat- 
ed the Jews, and infti@ated 
them to concert meaiures 
how to fhed Inis blood—be- 
caufe he not only iniringed 
the facred duties of the fab- 
bath, but had the inspivous 
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arrogance to call the Supreme 
Being his father, and to place 
bimilele upon a a with the 
Deity. 

19 Jesus faid to then—I] 
moit folemnly affure you, 
That the fon deth not ac in 
this manner by his oc pro- 
per authority and power —— 
this authority he /ole/y derives 
from the father—to whole o- 
riginal commmifiion and ap- 
pointment he conforms his 
actions and conduct. 

20 For the father 
been pleafed to make the fon 
the object of his mot? affecti- 
onate regards, and hath en- 
dowed him with the miracu- 
lous power you have teen ex- 
erted —— and he will enable 
him to perform operations tar 
more itupendous than thefe, 
that will excite your higheit 
aftonifhment. 

21 lor example— As the 
Deity, by the irrefiitiole exer- 
tion of his omnipotent power 
can reanimate the afhes of the 
dead, and infpire them with 
new life and vieour—fo 1s the 
fon empowered to recall into 
exiltence the deceaicd objects 
of his affection. 

22 Neither wi3l the fu- 
preme Father, at the eeneral 
refurrection, prefide in judg- 
ment over the human race— 

This moit Wluttrious dienity 
or jude, Ing tae world he hath 
conferred upon bis ten. 
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23 And the Deity hath ( appointed the Son to be the fi- 
exalted his fon to this diltin- | nal Judge of mankind —# be- 
cuifhed eminence, in order} caufe he affumed human na- 
that the dienity of his {tation } ture. 
and office mioht engaceman-} 28 Let not thefe affertions 
kind to honour the fon in] excite your wonder and aifto- 
like manner as they honour} nifhment Be affured a fo- 
the fupreme Father of all—j{lemn day 1s approaching, in 
he, who treats the fon with} which every individual of ‘the 
difrefpectand contempt, treats} human race fhall, in their 
with aifreipect and contempt] tombs, hear the voice of the 
the blefed God, who com- | ion of God, 





miMioned and fent him to in-} 29 be all reanimated in a 
ftruét the world. moment—come out of their 





24 In the moft folemn | craves and compote one 
manner [ publickiv declare} vatt affembly Thole who 
to you, That he, who cordi- | have lived virtuous lives fhallt 
ally embraces my doétrines, | be pronounced into everlaft- 
and is perfuaded that [ act by | ing happineis —~ thefe who 
a divine com niffion, is enti- | have lived wicked lives thall 
tled to everlaitina lite he | be doomed to everlatting de- 
fhall not: be involved in the | {truétion. 








final condemnation and de- 30 The miraculous opera- 
firuction of the wicked. tions I perform are not ow- 
25 Be afflured of this fo-} ing to any efiential power I 





jemn truth The tinies.1s mytelf possi derive it 
coming, and hath * already | {clely from God—his di€tates 
commenced, when the dead} are the meature of my obedi- 
thali hear the voice of the jon | ence —~ and my obedience is 
of God, and be informed | founded in immutable juftice 
with new life. Larrogate no honours to 
26 For that power and ! myieli— ] ‘ftudy only to pro- 
principle of communicating | mote the honour and fulfil 
life, which the Deity origi- | the poem ent of the Dei- 
nally and effentially poffel- | ty, who invefted me with this 
eth, he hath been pleated to? commiffion. 
conier upon the fon. gt it I] fhould require vou 
- 29 And he hath morcover! to credit my pretenfions up- 





2 Becaule Jefus railed feveral from tne dead in lis Bye?-simre, 
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on the fole authority of my 
own teftimony, I fhould act 
as an impoftor, and render 
the truth of my miffion juftly 
fuipected. 

32 An lurious perfon 
publickly attetted my charac- 
ter, ancl bore a true and ho- 
nourable teftimony to it. 

33 This perfon was John 
the Baptift, to whom you f{o- 
lemnly deputed fpecial met- 
fengers—who heard and deli- 
vered the clear and explicit 
teftimony he gave tothe truth 
of my miffion and charaéter, 

34 But I court not human 
teilimony, or ftrive to fecurc 
it in my favour—I only men- 
tion this to excite you impar- 
tially to weigh the evidence 
of my religion, and to in- 
duce you to embrace it and 
ke happy. 

35 John the Baptift, who 
gave fo full an atteftation tc 
my character, was a clorious 
lamp, that emitted the moft 
pure and efrulvent fplendours 
around—but tho’ thele ufeful 
beams, at firlt, appeared grate- 
fulto you, after io long an ex- 
tinction of the prophetic light, 
you very foon grew tired of 
them, and wilrully refufed to 
enjoy their falutary influence. 

36 But I can produce a 
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teftimony infinitely more 
{trong and ftriking than this 
ot John — The miraculous 


operations, which my father 
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hath enabled me to perform, 
carry the fulleft conviction in 
them, and are an irrefragable 
appeal and teftimony to the 
world, that the Deity hath 
fent me. 

27 Thete are public proofs 
tliat the Deity, who fent me, 
hath invefted me with a di- 
vine commiffion — But you 
are jo incorrigibly depraved 
and prejudiced, that you nei- 
ther liften to the voice of the 
Deity fpeaking by me, nor 
diicern the plain and evident 
impreffions of his fupreme 
wiidom and power on my 
perfon and character. 

38 And you have not that 
reafon, which he originally 
gave you, In its genuine un- 
corrupted {tate—tor you dil- 
believe and reject him whom 
the Deity hath fent among 
you with fo many ftriking 
proofs of divine authority. 

39 You diligently fearch 
and critically examine the 
{criptures, becaufe you ima- 
gine the promile of cternal 
lite 1s contained in them —— 
Thefe facred books, which 
you fo carefully and fedulout- 
ly explore, give the moit 
plain and explicit teftimonies 
of my character. 

40 And yet you obftinate- 
ly refule to be convinced of 
the truch of my mifion, and 
will not embrace my _ doc- 
trines, tho’ cternal lite is 2 
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fered you, if you will admit 
and obey them. 

41 Icourt not popular ap- 
plaufe, nor ftrive to fecure 
from any man glory and re- 
putation to my character. 

42 But I know your prin- 
ciples-——I know you to be 
deftitute ot the love of God 
and religion, 

43 for [am come among 
you vefted with the full autho- 
rity of ‘my facher— and yet 
you reject me—An impoftor, 
who hath no miraculous pow- 
ers to boatt, and nothine but 
his arrogance to recommend 
him, finds no difficulty to in- 
eratiate himifelf with you, and 
procure a favourable recep- 
tion. 

44 Buthow1s itpoflible you 
fhould believe and embrace 
my religion, who are folely 
poftefted with the love ot po- 
pular glory, and infpired on- 
ly with views of pride and 
ambition — treating with the 
loweft contempt the honour 
of God, and the dignity of re- 
ligion, 

45 Do not think that I 
fhall be the only one who 
will accufe you to the father 
for your infidelity — Motes, 
your great laweiver, whofe 
character you efteem fo fa- 
Eley, AVill “Acewler aiid cn 
demu your prefent conduct, 
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46 For did you pay any 
ferious regard to Mofes, you 
would pe acknowledged 
my prophetic chara¢ter-—tor 
this legiflator hath charac- 
terized me in the moft plain 
and expreis terms. 

47 But if you treat his 
Writings with contempt — 
what reafon can I have to 
expect that you will treat the 
evidences of my miffion with 
refpect ! 

Cia PP. VI. 
At TERK this: teinsere: 
tired’ into Galilee — 
and croffing the lake, tra- 
velled into that pare of the 
country that lay contiguous 
to ae City: faberias-- 

2 Hither he was accompa- 
nied by a prodigious crowd, 
whole curiofity was excited 
by the aftonifhing miraculous 
cures they had feen him per- 
form. 

3 From this multitude Je- 
fus privately retired with his 
diiciples to a neighbouring 
mountain — where they fat 
down to repofe and refrefli 
themfelves. 

4 It was now but a few 
days to the Jewifh Paffover 
— which is their grand reli- 
oious fettival. 

5 Jcfus, as he reclined on 
tae imuuntain, keeping his 
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eyes fixed on the vaft crowds 
that were advancing to him, 
{aid to Philip — Where fhall 
we buy provifions to refrefh 
this immenfje multitude ? 

6 This he faid merely to 
try what confidence Philip 
repofed in his miraculous 
power, for he had already 
deternuned what to do. 

7 Philip rephed — Were 
we to expend two hundred 
denarii in provifions, it would 
be far from furnifhine a iuf- 
ficient’ repaft for fuch an in- 
finite number of people. 

§ Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, who was one of his 
difciples, then faid to him, 

There is a fervant here, 
who has five barley loaves 
and two {mall fifhes — but 
what is fuch a pittance as this 
among fo many thoufands! 

10 Jefus then ordered his 
cifciples to make the multi- 
tude fit down on the grafs — 
which was very deep in the 
place in which this was tran{- 
acted The crowd accord- 
‘ingly far down, being in num- 
ber about five thouland. 

11 Jefus then took the 
loaves, and after paying his 
tervent acknowledcements to 
God, dittributed them to his 
difciples, and they to the 
muldtude, who fat im unt- 
form and regular companies 
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— they likewife difpenfed as 
much of the fifh as any per- 
fon demanded. 

12 After they had partook 
of a plentiful entertainment 
and were all fatistied, Jefus faid 
to his difciples—Sce that you 
carefully collect the frag- 
ments, that nothing may be 
waited. 

13 They carefully collect- 
ed the fragments of the loaves 
and fifhes which filled 
twelve bafkets. 

14 The multitudes, who 
were prefent on this occafion, 
and were {fpectators of this 
aftonifhing miracle, all una- 
nimoufly declared, Vhat Je- 
fus was undoubtedly that 
oreat and luftrious propher, 
whom their facred books fo 
exprefsly taught them to ex- 
pecc. 

15 Wherefore Jefus, con- 
fc1ous of the difpofitions, 
which now aétuated them, and 
knowing the refolution they 
had formed to carry him a- 
way by violence and proclaim 
him the Sovereign of Judaza, 
took care to eluce their fan- 
cuine defigns by * privately 
withdrawing from them, a- 
lone, to a dolitary niountain. 

16 In the evcnine the dit 
ciples went down to the fide 
of the lake, 

17 and embarked on board 
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a vefiel, intending to crofs to 
Capernaum — Darknefs had 
now enveloped. the earth, 
and their matter was not ar- 
rived. 

18 It now blew a ftorm, 
and the lake was greatly agi- 
tated. 

1g When they were about 
five and twenty or thirty fta- 
dia from fhore, they deicried 
Jefus walking over the fur- 
tace of the deep, and advanc- 
ing towards the vefiel — The 
fight filled them with the latt 
confternation. 

20 But Jelus foon difipated 
their terrors by difcovering 
himfelf to them. 

21 They then in a flood 
of traniport took him into 
the veficl—and foon arrived 
at the place, which they firft 
intended to make. 

22 The next day the mul- 
titude, who were yet on the 
eppofite fhore, finding that 
there was no other vefiel, but 
that on which the cdiciples 
had gone on beard, and 
knowing that Jelus was not 
in their company— 

23— There were indeed 
lying, not far from the place 
where fetus had furnifhed 
this miraculous entertain- 
Ment jevera, veils tiat bee 
lone wed to Tiperias— 

24 When che multitude, 
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33 
Jefus was abfent as well as 
his difciples, they went a- 
board thele veficls belonging 
to ‘Viberias, and crofled over 
the lake to Capernaum, in 
earch of Jefus. 

25 When they had found 
him, they, in amazement, 
faid to him—Dyivine inftruc- 
tor! in what manner did you 
pafs the lake! 

26 Jelus faid to them— 

Affure yourlelves thar I am 
confcious that you make thete 
anxious enquiries after me 
not from any conviction which 
my muracles have produced 
In your minds, but from the 
hope I fhall continue to fup- 
ply vou with food in the man- 
ner | have larely done. 
27 Be not fo folicttous in 
procuring that food that 
jerves only to nourifh a frail 
and perifhing body—— but let 
it be your principal concern ta 
acquire that food, which will 
render the foul immortal 
through ali the ages of etcr- 
nity—This food the fon of 
man is commiftioned to dit 
penfe, and his commiffion 
hath the fupreme father been 
pleaecd-to party anddcae.bv 
the ttrongelt evidences. 

23 Lhey fad to him——~ 
Wat fhall we do in order 
tuat we may comply with the 
purpofes and defiens of God! 

2u bras the orcat dufign of 
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God, replied Jefus, that you 
fhould be convinced that I 
ama divine meflenger. 

30 What public demon- 
{tration, faid chey, will you 
give us that you are inveited 
with a divine authority ? 
What miraculous operation 
will you exhibit to convince 
us? 

31 Our anceftors, conti- 
nued they, were miraculouf- 
ly fupphed with food from 
heaven, during their conti- 
nuance in the wildernels, as 
our facred books tettity. 

22 That food, anfwered 
Jeius, by which your proge- 
nitors were then miraculoutly 
fupported, merits not to be 
compared with that true and 
vital food, which my heaven- 
ly father now difpentes to the 
world by me. 

33 For that divine food, 
which is now defcended trom 
heaven, imparts immortal hfe 
to the world. 

34 When he had faid this, 
they cried out —* Be pleated, 
Sir! ever to fupply us with 
this celeftial food ! 

35 Jetus faid to them — 
am that true vital food | 
He thet admits 
Hi se tor 
the pamful 
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36 But tho’ you have teen 
me exert fuch miraculous 
powers, you are determined 
not to be convinced that I 
am a meffenger from God. 

27. But “notwithitanding 
your incredulity, every one, 
whofe mind hath been previ- 
oufly influenced with a facred 
fenfe of religion and virtue, 
will chearfully embrace my 
doctrines, and he who thus 
embraces them, fhall for ever 
be the object of my moft af- 
fectionate love. 

38 For I defcended from 
heaven not to execute a 
fcheme of mine own con- 
trivance, but to accomplith 
the defigns of him who fent 
me: 

39 And this is the defign 
of him who fent me, That I 
fhould finally lofe none of the 
pious and virtuous, whom the 
love of religion hath previ- 
oufly difpofed to embrace my 
doétrines—and that I should 
raile then. at the: laft day, 
to the pofteffion of eternal 
life. 

40 It is the gracious de- 
ficn of him who delegated 
ine to inftrudét mankind, 
That every one who is per- 
fuaded thar I am a divine 
medenger, and who cordi- 
aliv embraces and obeys my 
vehoion, fhould be entitled 
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to everlafting life — and that 
I thould reward him, at the 
general refurrection, with a 
bleffed immortality. 

41 This difcourfe excited 
the difeuft and indignation 


of the Jews, becaufe he af-. 


ferted that he defcended from 
heaven ; 

42 and they contemptu- 
oufly faid, one to another — 
Is not this perfon, who arro- 
cates to himielf fo high an 
original, the fon of Jofeph 
the carpenter ? — Do not we 
know the meannefs and ob- 
{curity of his family p—How 
can he have the impious ef- 
frontery and confidence to 
tell us, that he defcended 
from heaven ! 

43 Jefus faid to them —— 
(Let not the meanneis of mine 
appearance excite your aver- 
fioneand contempt of me. 

44 For notwithftanding the 
obfcnrity of my birth, every 
one, who hath been attracted 
by the love of Gedand good- 
nefs will come and embrace 
my religion—and fuch a fin- 
cere and virtuous believer I 
will raife, at the laft day, to 
the inheritance of an happy 
immortality. 

45 There is the following 
pafiage in the prophetic 
books, ‘* They fhall all be 
taucht of God”—and he who 
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hath been fhus inftruéted, 
and hath made confcience of 
performing the duties which 
the Deity requires, will cor- 
dially embrace my religion. 

46 None of the preceding 
prophets was ever admitted 
to any perfonal communica- 
tions with the Deity — the 
fon of man is the only one, 
who ever enjoyed this mott 
diftincuifhed honour. 

47 Be ye, therefore, fo- 
lemnly afiured, That every 
one who believes and obeys 
my religion, fhall be entitled 
to eternal life. 

48 Iam the food that im- 
parteth true vital nutriment 
to every one who receiveth 
and digeiteth ‘ me. 

49 The manna, your an- 
ceftors eat in the wildernefs, 
could not preferve them from 
death, or protract the period 
of their lives, 

40-But the bread,*that. is 
now def{cended from heaven, 
informeth him who receiveth 
it with immortality. 

51 TI am this true vital 
bread, which is now defcend- 
ed from heaven to refrefh 
mankind — he that eateth it 
fhall live to all eternity —— 
The food I adminifter is my 
flefh, which I freely difpentfe 
to turnifh an immortal reraft 
to the world. 
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52. Thefe laft words ccca- 
fioned a vc hemenc clamour 
and uproar among the Jews 
—They faid, one to another, 
Tlow can this man’s flefh 
ferve for food ! 

&3 Jefus faid to them — I 
in the moft folemn manner 
aflure you, Phat unlets you 
digeft the flefh, and imbibe 
the blood of the ton of man, 
vou have no claiin to a bleif- 
ed immortality. 

54 For he only that eateth 
my flefh and drinketh my 
blood hath a title to eternal 
life to the pofleffien of 
which Twill raife him ac the 
eeneral refurrection. 

55 For my ® fleth and my 
blood fupply the only true 
viral and falutary nucriment. 

56 Fle, who is retrefhed 
with thefe, 1s united to me 
by the ftrongeft and moft en- 
dearing bonds of affection 
and Jove. 

57 As the great Source 





of lite by whom 1 was fent, 
bath Seoraminicaced to me 
exiltence, fo will I conmmmuni- 


catc an immortal exiltence to 
every one who receiveth and 
dgefteth this food. 

58 ‘rhisis the only vital 
ind fubftantial food, which 
is now defcended trom hea- 
ven—wNot hke the tood your 
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anceftors eat, which could 
only allay che momentary 
pain of hunger, which would 
{oon return, can of which all 
who participated, died—But 
the food | difpenfe, will 
nourifh and for ever maintain 
the foul in immortal vigour. 

59 This difcourte was de- 


ivered in the place of religi- 


ous worlhip in Capernaum, 
as he was there publickly in- 
{truétine the people. 

60 Great numbers of his 
followers, who were now his 
auditors, faid——-How abfurd 
and impoffible 1s this doc- 
trine! Who is there, but 
muit be difeufted with it! 

G1 Jelus, being conicious 
a this dilcourle had very 

highly offended them, faid to 
them-——Doth this decleracian 
of mine high original fhock 
you, and determine vou to 
apoltatize § if 

62 What if you fhould fee 
me afcend to thofe celeftial 
regions, in which I once re- 
lided 

63 The preceding difcourfe 
you have heard, 1s entirely 


figurative—tor you to under- 


ftand it /iteral’y, would be the 
hichett abfurdity *. 

64 But there are fome of 
you, who are determined not 
to be convinced—For Jefus, 


"In this fenfe tae Jews frequently ufed F//e and Spirit. See the note an 
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from the very firft beginning 
of his miniftry, perfectly knew 
thofe,, who were deliberately 
refolved not to be convinced 
by all the evidences he fhould 
exhibit — and he knew alfo 
the perfon, by whofe treache- 
ry he was to be delivered into 
the hands of his enemies. 

6¢ It is for this reafon, he 
continued, that beine infal- 
libly acquainted with your 
difpofitions, I told you above, 
That none would embrace my 
religion, but thofe, who were 
previoufly influenced and at- 
tracted by the love of God 
and virtue. 

66 From this time many 
of his former followers de- 
ferted him, and never had 
the leaft fociety and connec- 
tion with him afterwards. 

7 Jefus faid to his twelve 
difciples — Will you alfo a- 
bandon me? 

68 Simon Peter replied — 
For whom fhould we aban- 
don thee! — What other in- 
itructor 1s there who hath im- 
mortality to beitow, but thy- 
{elf ! 

69 For we are perfuaded 
that thou art the Meffiah, 
the fon of the ever bleffed 
God ! 

70 Jefus faid to them—I 
have felected you my twelve 
apoftles fron: among my fol- 
Jowers to be my conftant 
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companions—and yet [know 
one of you 1s a falle accufer. 

71 Hle meant Judas I{ca- 
riot, the fon of Simon, who 
afterwards, by an act of the 
bafeft perfidy, delivered bim 


‘into the hands of ‘his ene- 


mies. 
OM rat and 

I PT ER: this;.efus 

confined his mini- 
{try within the limits of Ga- 
hilee—for he would not any 
longer travel in Judza, being 
conicious that the Jews thirit- 
ed for his blood. 

2 The featt of Tabernacles, 
a celebrated Jewifh folemnity, 
was now very near. 

3 Upon this, his relations 
faid to him — Why do not 
you leave this country where 
you have refided fo long, and 
remove into Judea, that your 
former converts may have an 
opportunity of feeing the mi- 
raculous operations you per- 
form, and be confirmed in 
their belief of your divine 
miffion? 

4 For no one who is de- 
firous to have his fame cele- 
brated and to gain followers, 
would bury himielfin this ob- 
fcurity—-Since you exert fuch 
amazing powers, exhibit them 
upon the open theatre of the 
world. 

5 For his relations did not 

a2 beheve 
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believe him to be a divine 
meffenger. 

6 Jctus faid to them—The 
tinie of my going up to the 
approaching rteftival is not yet 
cume — You, who have not 
incurred the refentment of 
the Jews, may take this jour- 
ney to the Capital, whenever 
vou judge it convenient for 
you. 

7 You have not drawn up- 
on you the implacable malice 
and hatred of the world — It 
is me the world purfues with 
relentlefs fury, merely be- 
caufe I freely and unreferved- 
ly fatirize its vices and 1m- 
moralities. 

8 You may go up at the! 
ufual time—lI will not as yet 
begin my journey to cele- 
brate this folemnity—for the 
period of my mimitry 1s not 
completed. 

g Jefus accordingly cont- 
nued in Galilee, 

10 “ull his relations were 
fet out—After they were de- 
parted, he went up to the 
city in a filent and fecret 
manner, without any crowds 
attending him. 

ra Daring the firit days 
of the feltival, the Jews, 
who expecied him, made 
anxious enquiries alter him, 
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i2 Thefe enquiries occafi- 
oned a great diipute concern- 
ing his "character amone the 
aflembled multitudes — tome 
afierting, that he was only 
an artful impottor, and de- 
ceived an ignorant mob — 
others contending, that he was 
a perion of a good character. 

13 For no one durft pub- 
lickly declare that he was 
a prophet, and openly de- 
fend his conduét, tor fear of 
exafperating the Jews. 

14 At leneth, in the 
heighth of the folemnity, Je- 
lus appeared—and going di- 
rectly to the temple, inftruct- 
ed the people. 

15 The doétrines he now 
delivered, and the manner 
in which he delivered them, 
{truck the Jews with aftonith- 
ment—and they faid, one to 
another, How could this per- 
fon acquire all this profound 
erudition and knowledge, 
having been deftitute of a li- 
beral education ! 

16 Jefus, contcious of their 
thoughts, turned to them and 
faid—The inftructions I com- 
municate to men are not the 
refult cf my own wiidom, but 
the dictates of His infallible 
underfianding, who fent me 
into the world. 
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17 And every virtuous 
perfon, who is defirous to 
know and obey the will of 
God, will clearly difcern whe- 
ther the doctrines I deliver 
are of divine original, or 
merely the offspring of hu- 
man contrivance. 

18 The impoftor ftrives 
only to acquire popular ap- 
plaufe, and to fecure to himfelf 
a great name among the de- 
luded multitude — But he, 
who difclaims thefe vain 
honours, and labours folely to 
reform mankind and to ad- 
vance the elory of that Be- 
ing, by whom he was deput- 
ed, hath all the marks of a 
true prophet, being totally 
free from all fraud and infin- 
cerity. 

1g Did not Mofes give 
you the law to be the rule and 
meafure of your moral con- 
cuct, and hath none of youany 
regard and reverence for its 
facred injunctions >——— Will 
not thefe deter you from the 
deliberate defigns you have 
formed to murder me? 

20 The people anfwered— 
Surely you are mad—Whom 
do you think hath formed 
any defign to murder you! 

21 Jetus faid to them 
Becaule I happened to work 
a miracle on the fabbath day, 
1¢ produced an univerfal cla- 
mour and amazement at my 
impiety : 
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22 Whereas with regard to 
circumcifion, which Moles ap- 
pointed—tho’ this rite was not 
Jirft inftituted by him, it had 
been long before practifed by 
the patriarchs — you your- 
felves make not the leait 
fcruple of circumcifing a 
male child on the fabbath. 

23 Since, therefore, you 
hefitate not to circumcife on 
the fabbath day, and judge 
the law of Mofes not to be 
violated by it—can you con- 
fiftently be enraged at me for 
reftoring to perfect health on 
the fabbath day the ceole bo- 
dy of a miferable object ? 

24 Suffer not your jude- 
ments to be warped by your 
preconceived prejudices, but 
let them be impartially euid- 
ed and directed by the truth 
and reafon of things. 

25 Here fome of the inha- 
bitants of Jerufalem, who 
were prefent, faid—Is not 
this the perfon, whofe blood 
they are fo defirous to fhed ? 

26 and yet with what open 
and undaunted freedom doth 
he deliver his  difcourfesy 
without any one molefting 
him——-One would really be 
induced to think, from the 
uncontrouled liberty he en- 
joys, that our Sanhedrim ve- 
rily believed he was the true 
Mefhah. 

27 And yet it ts impoffible 
he thould —— For we know 
xX 3 this 
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this perfon’s parents and fa- 
mily—but when the Meffiah 
makes his appearance a. 
monet us, 47s parentage and 
extraction will be entirely un- 
known. 

28 Jefus, confcious of 
what they were fecretly dif- 
cuffing, raifed his voice, as 
he was teaching the people 
in the temple, and faid—* Do 
you know me, and are vou 
acquainted with my defcent ¢ 
—~yet be affured that the au- 
thority | have affumed 1s not 
human, but derived from 
that Being, who hath verifi- 
ed his prediétions—but with 
whofe nature and perfections 
you are utterly unacquainted. 

29 Bue oi thefe 1 have the 
molt perfect and intimate 
knowledge—for from him I 
defcended on earth—by him 
I was deputed to mankind. 

30 At this declaration they 
were fo highly exaiperated 
that they determined to ap- 
prehend him immediately — 
but they were providential- 
ly refirained from executing 
gheir defigns, becaufe the 
time of his fufferings and 
death was not yet come. 

31 Great numbers how- 
ever of the common people 
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were convinced that he was a 
true prophet and faid—When 
ihe creat Metiiah himielf ap- 
pears, will he exert more a- 
mazing powers than this per- 
fon hath exerted ! 

32 The Pharifees heard 
the afflembled multitude freely 
and openly declaring, one ta 
another, thefe their fenti- 
ments concerning his charac- 
ter—and they and the hich 
pricfts difpatched officers 1m- 
mediately to apprehend him. 

33 In the mean time Jefus 
faid to the people—The time 
[ have to flay among you is 
but fhort-— fhall foon return 
to that Being, ty whom | 
was originally fent. 

34 ' You will make anxi- 
ous enquiries for me, but 
vour enquiries will be fruit- 
lefs—It will be impoffible for 
you to vilit thofe regions, in 
which I fhall foon refide. 

35 Here the Jews faid, 
one to another— To what un- 
known countries does he in- 
tend to travel, where we fhall 
never find hime Will he 
vo to our brethren who are 
difperfed among the Hea- 
thens, and initruct them. 

36 What can this myfteri- 
ous Jancuage mean-—— You 





k This fhould be read interrogatively. 


! During the troubles of Fudea the Jews expedted the appearance of 


the Mefiad with the mof ardent and folicitous anxiety. 
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fhall make anxious enquiries 
after me, but your enquiries 
fhall be fruitlets — It will be 
impofible for you to vifit 
thofe regions, of which I fhall 
foon be an inhabitant. 

§ — 37 On the laft day of 
the feftival, which was al- 
_ ways obferved with the great- 
elt folemnity, Jeius ftood up, 
and railing his voice, thus 
ipoke to tke vaft concourte 
of people now affembled — 
{f any man thirft after truth 
and virtue, let him come to 
me and allay his thirfr. 

38 He that beheveth on 
me, as the feripture hath fo- 
lemnly commanded my con- 
temporaries to do, fhall be 
enabled, from the indefec- 
tible fountain of a good heart, 
to difpenfe the moft grateful 
and falutary ftreams to re- 
frefh mankind. 

39 Jefus in the/e words, al- 
luded to thote {piritual gifts, 
with which the believers of 
the gofpel were afterwards 
endowed—for thefe fpiritual 
eifts were not conferred be- 


tore the glorious afcenfion of | 


Jefus. 

40 Great numbers of the 
people, who heard this dif- 
courfe, faid — Undoubtedly 
this is an illuftrious prophet ! 

41 Others freely afferted, 
that-he muft be the Meffiah 
—-while a third party difdain- 
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fully afked, If the Meffiah 
was to be a native of Gali- 
lee? 

42 For do not, they con- 
tinued, the {criptures ex- 
prefsly afferc that the Mefiah: 
is to be. a defceadant trom 
David, and to receive his 
birthin Bethlehem, where that 
uftrious monarch was born? 

43 Thefe different fenti- 
ments, which were warmly 
efpouled, excited violent de- 
bates among the feveral con- 
tending parties. 

44 During this fanguine 
difpute and confufion, fome 
were very defirous to have 
apprehended him—but none 
had the power to effect his 
defigns. 

45 The officers therefore 
returned to the high priefts 
and Pharifees without exe- 
cuting their commiffion — 
Soon as they appeared with- 
out him, they faid to them 
—Why have you not obey- 
ed our expreis orders, and 
brought him before us ? 

46 The officers replicd— 
There never was any man, 
that difcourfed with that au- 
thority and power as this per- 
fon doth ! 

47 The Pharifees faid to 
them —Are you too feduced 
into the common delufion ? 

48 Can you name one of 
the Sanhedrim, or one of the 
Xx 4. Pha- 
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Pharifees, who believes him 
invefted with a divine com- 
numion ? 

49 But an unlettered exe- 
crable rabble are difpoled to 
{wallow any impoiture. 

50 Upon this, Nicodemus 
——the perlon who had a 
private interview with Jefus 
in the night, and who was a 
member of the council 
ftood up, and {poke thus, 

51 Doth our law authorize 
us to condemn any perfon 
to capital pumfhment, be- 
fore the judges have heard 
what he hath to alledge in 
defence of himfelf, and have 
{tritly enquired into his prin- 
ciples and actions? 

52 Greatly incenfed at this 
fpeech they faid — Arc thou 
too a convert of this Gali- 
lean propher ? — Search the 
annals of time, and tee if this 
defpicable country had ever 
the honour of giving birth to 
a prophet" 

53 After this, the council 
broke up and the members 
feparated to their refpective 
homes, 





" The prepnet F224, however, was born in Galilee. 
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Cuap.vill. 1 but Jcius pri- 
vately retired to the mount 
of Olives. 

§ —2 THE next morning 
early he returned to the city 
—and going into the temple, 
a prodigious concourie of peo- 
ple flacked to him, to hear 
his inftructions. 

3 But while he was em- 
ployed in teaching the peo- 
ple, the Scribes and Phari- 
fees brought before him a 
woman convicted of adultery 
and placing her in the 
midft of the circle, 

4 thus addreffed him — 
Hluftrious teacher! this wo- 
man was caught in an adul- 
terous commerce, and de- 
tected in the very fact °. 

5 Now Mofes hath ex- 
prefsly enjoined that women 

suilty of this atrocious 
crime fhould be ftoned to 
death — bur what penalty do 
you think ought to be in- 
Aliéted ? 

6 ‘they app! ied to him for 
his decifion in this cafe, merely 
with an infidious defien, that 





2 Kings, xiv. 


zs. See alfo Uxiverfal Hiffory, Vol. x. p. 572, Syo. 


° Exeutecen. 
very refpeétable writers. ta’ 
liodori 7:thiop. p. 21. Judit. 
peevoy Eupolts apud Plutarch. 
Ce ex? avtsevew sLeudousror, 
toy Scov erangates, id. Alex. p. 


This word tho” condemned in St. Johx, is ufled by 
CUTOPOCM orapAd OTe % 
Commnelhin. 
Nicias, p. 960. Edit. 8vo. 
id. Eumenes, p. 
1244. Steph. Edit. Gr. Svo. 


“Y pert. He- 
Eryguroqe@cn Niwa efAnue 
Steph. Az- 


1005. b-+Tau7 Crepes 


they 


Chap. vill. 


they might have fomething 


criminal to charge him with. 


— But Jefus, confcious of 
their intention, {tooped down, 
and with an apparent difre- 
gard of the queftion they 
propofed, wrote with his fin- 
ger on the floor. 

7 But when they conti- 
nued to urge him with re- 
peated importunity, at laft he 
raifed himfelf up, and faid to 
them Let that perfon a- 
mong you who Is free from 
P this vice, throw the firft 
ftone at her. 

8 Having faid this he 
ftooped down again, and, 
with the fame inattention as 
before, traced letters with 
his finger on the floor. 

9 He had no fooner pro- 
nounced thefe words, but the 
perfons, who had conducted 
the woman before him, were 
{tung with fhame and with 
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the acuteft compunctions of 
con{cience, and began to fteal 
away, one by one, the eldeit 
withdrawing firft ——-’till at 
laft they had al} quitted the 
woman and left her alone in 
the midft of the audience. 

10 Jefus then raifing him- 
felf up and perceiving they 
had all deferted the woman, 
faid to her —~ Where are the 
perfons who accufed you ? —- 
Hath any one condemned 
you to fuffer capital punifh- 
ment? 

1t She anfwered in the ne- 
gative— Neither do I, repli- 
ed Jefus, condemn you to 
die — Go, and I charge you 
for the future never to repeat 
this enormous crime. 

§—12 AFTER this inci- 
dent Jefus refumed his public 
difcourfes to the affembled 
multitude, and faid —I am 
the * light, that difpels the 


P This paffage holds up to us a faithful but moft fhocking picture of 


the horrid corruption and debauchery of the Feavs at that time! ‘Their 
Raébics permitted them, fays Fu/tiz Martyr even in his time to have /our 
or five wives: Oivives nat meype ven noe Tepoapas at vers eve 
Uns Yuvaluas exacoy guyyopxo:. Dial. Par. 2. p. 363: but their abo- 
minable luft was boundlefs and infatiable. Well might Jo plus fay of 
this very generation, ‘That there never was any age from the foundation 
of the world fo profligate and abandoned.- Mar: Vuveny ¢7 env oP 
yeyoveras vaniss yottvorconr. “Fofeph. B. J. Lib. v. c. x.-§v. Edit: 
Hudfox : and.again he favs—The whole Jewifh community, both in public 
and private, was univerfally cOrrupt, as if their contention had heen, Who 
could commit the grearelt impietics again? Gad, Who could perpetrate 
the moit atrocious crimes againit one another. 
meavtes evorugtr. B. J. Lib. vil. c. vill. § 3. 

4 Probably the fun was now rifting, and diffufing its rays-upon thé 
temple and people; as he had come to the temple very carly in the 
morning. 
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darknets of the world—He, 
whote fteps are conducted by 
its beams, fhall never be be- 
wildered in the gloom of dark- 
nefs——for his path fhall ever 
be illuminated by the moft 
permanent and falutary hight. 

13 Here fome of the in- 
credulous Pharifees interrupt- 
ed him and faid—— You cele- 
brate your own praifes—iuch 
felf-applaufe leads us juftly to 
fufpect him who fo liberally 
beftows it upon himielf. 

14 Jefus faid to them 
Tho’ J freely pubhth mine 
exalted original and dignity, 
yet mine own teftimony of it 

mav be confided in—for lam 
con{cious whence I came, 
and know whither I fhall 
return but you neither 
know my former original, nor 
my future dignity. 

15 You condemn perfons 
merely for the meannefs of 
their appearance—I condemn 
no one. 

16 Tho’ fhould I pafs fen- 
tence on men, the fentence 
I fhould pronounce would 
be perfectly conformable to 
equity and truth—for lam not 
a fole unconnected individual, 
but I am fupported and au- 
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thorized by that great Being, 
whofe meffenger I am. 

17 It 4s decreed in your 
law, That the concurring tef~ 
timony of fwo perions “fall 
be efteemed valid. 

18 Agreeable to this J at- 
teft mine - original and my mil- 
hon, and my father ratifies sand 
ftamps my teftimony with his 
fanction ’. 

19 They faid to him — 
Who is your father ?—=Jefus 
replied You are perfeét 
ftrangers both to me and my 
father-— Were you acquaint- 
ed with my miffion and cha- 
rackter, you would know who 
is my “father. 

20 Jefus delivered the pre- 
ceding difcourie in the trea- 
fury—But no one attempted 
to apprehend him, for the 
time of his fufferings was not 
vet come. 

Tar Jefus refuming his dif 
courfe {aid to them—I fhall 
foon leave you, and you will 
make many folicitous enqui- 
ries after me, but in vain— 
tor you fhall be devoted to 
deftruction on account of 
your vices ‘—— Into the place 
whither [am going, yen will 
never be admitted. » 
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_ 22 The Jews upon this 
faid——Doth he mean that he 
intends to be guilty of ful- 
cide, in faying, That from 
the place where he is going, 
we fhail be excluded? | 

23 Jefus replhhed—Your o- 
riginal is low and _ fordid, 
mine is illuftrious and divine 
—You are of a terreftrial, I 
am of celeftial, extraction. ' 

24 I have plainly and 
faichfully told you chat your 
vices will certainly doom you 
to deftruétion—and be affur- 
ed, if you are determined to 
reject my pretenfions, and 
are obftinately refolved not 
to receive me as a divine mef- 
fenger, your atrocious impe- 
nitence and guilt will devote 
you to the moft dreadful 
ruin. * 

25 They faid to him — 
Whom do you then affert 
yourlelf to be ? —-I have re- 
. peatedly told you, faid Jefus, 
from the beginning of my 
public miniftry who I am.% 

26 I have great caufe to 
. condemn you for your wilful 
and determined ignorance— 
Affure yourfelves that he who 
fent me will not give his fanc- 
tion to an impoftor I on- 
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ly communicate to the world 
the doctrines and inftructions 
I originally received from 
him. | 

27 But fuch was their 
ftupidity that they knew not 
that he was {peaking of the 
Supreme Being. 

28 Jefusfartheradded—AF- 
ter you have “elevated the fon 
of man, you will then have 
the moft fignal proofs of my 
miffion, and character — It 
will then be demonttrated to 
you that I act not by mine 
own authority, but was com- 
miMioned and delegated by 
the Deity to publith the doc- 
trines I now deliver, 

29 For he, who deputed 
me on this important meflage, 
is continually aiding and fup- 
porting me—and the con- 
fcioufnefs that I act agreeably 
to his will affures me that he 
will never defert me. , 

30 This difcourle convin- 
ced creat numbers that he 
was the Meffiah. 

31 To thofe Jews therc- 
fore who were convinced of 
his divine miffion Jefus thus 
addretied himfeli—lI will ac. 
knowledge you for my true 
and genuine dilciples, if.you 


their hoftilities againft thefe abandoned wretches, the whole city would 
either have been ingulfed by an earthquake, overwhelmed by a deluge, 
or have been confumed with a fiery florm from heaven, as Swifom was. 
For its inhabitants were more profligate and wicked than any who ever 
" experienced fuch calamities. B. Jud. Lib. v. c. xiii. § vi. Edit. Hudfon. 
” Meaning his crucifixion. 
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continue in the fteady and 
uniform obedience of mine 
inftructions, 

32 If you thus faithfully 
adhere to my caule, you will 
be acquainted with the fu- 
preme excellency and worth 
of true Reheion, and you 
will be vindicated into per- 
teét freedom and liberty. 

33 They faid to him — 
We are the defcendents of 
Abraham — we never were 
flaves and vafials to any one 
— What induces you then to 
fay, That we fhall be vindi- 
cated into freedom and hi- 
berty f 

34 Jefus replhed—He, that 
is 2 flave to his vices, 1s the 
ereatelt and vileft of all flaves. 

35 The flave holds his 
continuance in a family upon 
a’very precarious and uncer- 
tain tenure “ — but the con- 
tinuance, of the fon is for 
ever unchangeable and per- 
manent. 

36 If the fon, therefore, 
vindicate you into liberty, 
you will poffets the moft ex- 
cellent and perfect liberty. 

37 1 know you are Abra- 
hain’s defcendents—Yet, tho’ 
you are the race of this pious 
and holy patriarch, you torm 
defigns to murder me 
mercly becaufe mine initruc- 
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tions fuit not your depraved 
and prejudiced minds | 

38 I faithfully deliver what 
I received trom my Father 
—— you practife what’ you 
learned from yours. 

39 ‘They faid—Abraham 
is our fole progenitor—Were 
you, replied Jefus, his truc 
and genuine progeny, you 
would inherit his iluftrious 
virtues. 

40 But now you concert 
meafures to fhed my blood 
— to fhed the blood of one 
who delivers to you that plain 
and undilguifed truth, which 
God communicated to him 
—Did Abraham’s bofom ever 
harbour fuch principles as 
thefe ! 

41 You indeed inherit your 
father’s principles—They re- 
plied — Our birth is not dif- 
honourable and bale * —We 
only own one great original 
—and that original is God, 

42 Jefus faid to them — 
Were you the genuine chil- 
dren of God, I fhould be the 
object of your Jove—tor from 
him [ fokely derive my au- 
thority, and it was in com- 
pliance with his wall that I 
defcended on earth. 

43 What is the reafon you 
do not underitund the lan- 
ouage Due ? — Ts it becaute 
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you are averfe to the doctrines 
I inculcate ? 

44 Your faneuinary pur- 
sete your blood-thirity, 
murderous intentions, rather 
prove you to be the children 
of the devil’— he was ever a 
murderer, was ever inftigated 
by the moft wicked and de- 
teftable principles, and was 


ever the patron and author of 


falfehood and hes. 

45 Deriving, therefore, 
fuch principles from fuch an 
impure fountain, no wonder 
you fhould contract fuch an 
averfion to me for propagat- 
ing the caufe of truth and 
virtue. 

46 Can any of you con- 
vict me of any vice ? — Since 
then my life is conformable 
to my doctrines, why do you 
refule your affentto the truths 
I publifh? 

47 He that hath a con- 
{cientious and fincere regard 
for religion, chearfully obeys 
the will of God when made 
known to him — and your 
wilful rejection of me and my 
doctrines Hows from your dif- 
regard and total indifference 
tor religion. 

48 With this declaration 
they were ereatly exaiperat- 
ed, and faid to him — Have 
we not abundant reafon to 
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Say 
fay, That you are a Sama- 
_ and a mad enthufiaft | 

g Jefus anfwered —I am 
not ifhracted with madnefs— 
I faithfully ditcharee the com- 
miffion of him who fent me— 
but you treat his meflenger 
with the laft indignity and 
contempt. 

50 It is not popular ap- 
plaute and honour I court — 
There is ove who will vindi- 
cate his honour, and punith 
thofe who violate it. 

$1 Suffer me in the moft 
folemn manner to aflure you, 
That he who fteadily obeys 
my precepts fhall never be 
fubjected to death. 

52 Upon hearing this af- 
fertion they cried out —- We 
have now alufficient proof that 
your intellects are moft cer- 
tainly difordered —Our ereat 
progenitor Abraham and all 
the holy prophets have long 
fince paid the debt to nature 
——and you have the madnefs 
to aflert, “hat he who obeys 
your doctrines fhall live for 
ever ! 

53 Have you the arro- 
gance to claim to yourtelf a 
dignity fuperiour to Abra- 
ham, and to all the illuftrious 
prophets, none of whom were 
ever privileged from death ? 
What great and dignified 


¥ By AtaSor.@ the Jews meant Moloch, si Saturn, to whom their 
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perfonage do you make your- 
delfe 

54. Jefus anfwered — It is 
of no avail for me to cele- 
brate mine own dignity — it 
is abundantly attefted and 
slorioufly confirmed by my 
Father — that Being, whom 
you Jews profels to acknow- 
ledge and adore as your God. 

55 To this Being, how- 
ever, you are ftrangers—but 
Lam perfectly acquainted with 
his perfections and couniels 
— fhould I declare my cota] 
ignorance of this Being, J 
fhould be like you — a noto- 
rious violator of the mioft fa- 
cred truth—But the Deity IJ 
know, and with his defign [ 
comply. 

56 Abraham, your great 
anceftor, was tran{ported with 
the moft vehement and facred 
pafMion to fee my day He 
was indulged with a fight of 
it—-and the fight filled him 
with the moft rapturous ex- 
ultation. 

67 The Jews faid to him 
-—~You are not yet fifty, and 
have you feen Abraham ? 

58 Jefus replicd—In the 
mott folemn manner I aflure 
you that I exifted before A- 
braham drew the breath of 
hte. 

59 This declaration incent- 
¢d the Jews beyond ali bounds 
—they took up ftones, dchen- 
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ing in their rage to rufh upon 
him, and murder him in- 
{tantly but he rendered 
himfelf invifible, and paffing 
through the crowd eluded 
their fury. 
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A E.R this, as Jefus 


was paffing along the 
road, there happened to ‘be a 
man begging who was born 
blind. 

2 The difciples, feeing 
this unhappy object, faid to 
Jetus Divine inftructor ! 
pleafe to inform us, Whether 
it was the fins of this man in 
his preeexiftent-ftate, or the 
fins of his parents, that caul- 
ed God to inflrét upon him 
this punifhment ? 

3 Yo this enquiry Jefus 
replicd—neither his vices in 
a oreexiftent-{tate, nor the 
vices of his parents, were the 
caufes of this calamity—— but 
the wifdom of God hath 
thought fic he fhould fufter a 
temporary deprivation of 
fieht, in order that his power 
in mireculoufiy reftoring it 
nught be publickly difplayed. 

4 It is incumbent upon me 
to employ every hour of the 
fueicive day in) diligently 
d litchare ging my duty to him 
who fent me into the world 


—for the night 1 1S approach 
ing, 
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ing, thac will put a final period 
to my labours and public 
ufefulnefs. 

5 During, therefore, my 
continuance in the world, | 
will difpente hight and joy a- 
round me. 

6 Ffavino faid this, he 
{pit on the ground, and hav- 
ine made clay with the {pit- 
tle, he anointed the eyes of 
the blind man with it. 

+ He then faid to him — 
Go immediately and wafh in 
the pool of Si/oam, which tranf- 
lated fignifies Sent—-He went, 
washed, and returned, per- 
fectly reftored to the ule of 
his eyes. 

8 ‘The neighbours, and 
thofe who had feen him be- 
fore, when he was dark, were 
altonifhed, and faid one to 
another—Is not this the man 
that ufed to fit on the fide of 
the road, and begs 

g Others faid— it cannot 
be him —a third declared, 
That he was extremely like 
him—The blind man affirm- 
ed that he was the perfon. 

10 They afked him, by 
what means he was reftored 
to the ule of his foht! 

11 He anfwered—~ A per- 
fon, whote nane is Jefus, 
made clay, and befimeared 
mine eyes with it, then bad 
me go to the pool of Siloam 
and wath myleit— Accord- 
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ingly 1 went, 
faw. 

12 They afked him, If he 
knew where the perfon was, 
who had pertormed this cure? 
—— He faid, he did not. 

3 They brought the man 
before the Pharilees. 

14 It happened to be the 
fabbath day, when Jefus 
made the clay, and miracu- 
loufly reftored this perfon so 
his fight. 

15 ~The Pharifees examin- 
ed him, and interrogated him 
concerning his cure He 
told them, how Jefus had 
put clay upon his eyes, had 
fent him to wafh them, and 
that he inftantly received his 
fight. 

"16 Upon this, fome of the 
Pharifees faid — This perion 
muft undoubtedly be an im- 
poftor, or he would not vio- 
iate the facred duties of the 
fabbath in the profane man- 
ner he does — Others repli- 
ed—But it 1s impotfible a de- 
ceiver fhould be able to per- 
form fuch amazing operati- 
ons as thefe are—This varie- 
ty of fentiments produced a 
ereat altercation and violent 
debates amonaft them. 

17 At laft they aiked the 
blind man, What /7s opinion 
was of the author of his cure? 
— Undoubtedly he muft be 
a prophet, he faid. 
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18 The Jews would not 
believe that he ever had been 
blind, and received the ufe 
of his fight by a miracie — 
“all they fent for the man’s 
parents. 

ig Hisparents being brought 
betore the council, they afk- 
ed them, If that perfon was 
their fon —if he was born 
blind-——and in what manner 
he had received his fight. 

20 To thele enquiries his 
parents replied—that he was 
undoubtedly their fon, and 
declared that he was born 
{tone blind: 

21 But, added they, we 
can give you no information, 
in what manner he hath ob- 
tained the ufe of his eyes, or 
what perfon it was that ef- 
fected this cure — Propofe 
what queftions you pleafe to 
him—he is of age to anfwer 
you, and to give a fatisfac- 
tory account of himielf. 

22 This cautious prudence 
in the man’s parents proceed- 
ed from their fear of exciting 
the Jews refentment—For by 
an act of the court it was re- 
folved, That every perion, 
who fhould declare that Jefus 
was the Meffliah, fhould be 
excomniunicated. 

23 His parents’ knowledee 
of this public refolution dic- 
tated this conduét, and 
promi them to tell the 
court, 
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That their fon was of 
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age, and was able to make 
fatistactory an{wers to their 
enquiries. 

24 After this, they called 
up the man a fecond time and 
faid to him—Pay thy fervent 
eratitude to God for the great 
bleffing he hath beftowed up- 
on thee—for as to the perfon 
to whom thou afcribeft it, we 
know him to be an impottor. 

25 The man repiied, Whe- 
ther he is an impoftor or no, 
it is not for me to decide — 
one thing I am not deceived 
in, That I who was blind all 
my life-time now fee every 
thine perfectly. 

26 They faid to him again 
— What did he do to thee? 
What means did he ule to 
open thine eyes? 

27 He replied —I have 
given a diftinét and true ac- 
count of every circumitance, 
and you feem not dilpofed to 
admit it — What induces you 
to repeat your queftion ? — Is 
it that you are defirous to be- 
come his converts and fol- 
lowers ? 

28 This greatly exafperat- 
ed them, and they faid — He 
hath indeed made a convert 
of thee—but we acknowledge 
no divine initructor but Mo- 
les. 

29 We are perfuaded upon 
the beft evidence that our 1- 
luflrious Jawgiver was veited 
with a divine commiffion — 


but 
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but we know not what au- 
thority this obicure perfon|t 
hath. 

30 The man anfwered — 
It is aftonifhing to me that 
you fhould not acknowledge 
the divine miffion of a perfon, 
who hath wrought fo amaz- 
ing a miracle upon me! 

31 Ite 1s cercain that God 
will not give his affiflance and 
fan¢ction to an impoftor 
The pious and devout wor- 
fhipper only enjoys his dif- 
tinguifhed favours *%. 

32 There cannot bea fingle 
inftance produced, trom the 
foundation of the world, of a 
bad man being able to reftore 
one who was born blind to 
the ule of his eyes. 

33 It this perfon was not 
a divine meffenger, he could 
never work a miracle. 

34 Vhis highly incenfed 
them, and they faid — Thou 
art a vile abandoned finner, 
and doft thou prefume to in- 
itruct us? — They then or- 
dered him to be excommuni- 
cated. 

35 Jelus heard of the fen- 
tence they had pafied upon 
him, and finding him fome 
time afterwards in the tem- 
ple, faid to him-——Doft thou 
beheve on the Meffiah, the 
jon of God? 

26 He aniwered— Inform 
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me, Sir! who is the Meffiah, 
that 1 may acknowledge and 
embrace him? 

37 Jelus faid to ae. 
He, whom you have formerly 
(een, and with whom you are 
now converfing, is the per- 
fon. 

38 Upon hearing this, the 
man cried out I acknow- 
ledge your divine authority 
—and he prottrated himfelf 
at his feet. 

39 Jetus then taid — My 
coming into the world is the 
great teft to try and difcri- 
minate mankind — My doc- 
trines will infufe the pureft 
and divineft light into the 
minds of the unenlightened 
but envelop the minds 
of thofe who value themfelves 
upon their fuperior licht, in 
gloom and darknefs. 

40 Lhe Pharifees, who {tood 
by and heard thefe words, faid 
— Do you judge our minds 
to be covered with this thick 
and impenetrable darknefs ? 

41 Jefus faid — Were you 
deprived of light and ail op- 
portunities of “knowing your 
duty, you would be innocent 
—but boafting She fupcrior 
light, and yet not ditce rning 
the proors oe my milion, 
renders your guilt io tie taf 
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PPC this’ Jeétus 
addreffed to them 


the following difcourfe — I 
afflure you in the moft fo-! 


lemn manner, That he who; 
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friohted and alarmed at his 
unknown voice. 

6 The above ficurative 
diicourte dees delivered to 
them, but they did not com- 
| prehend ics moral and defign. 

7 Jelus then refumed the 


doth not reoularly enter | fabio and f2id— Be affured 


through the 
fheep- fold, but climbs over 
the fence in an indirect and 
clandeftine manner, fhews 
that he hath an evil and wick- 
ed defign againft the flock. 

2 For the true fhepherd, 
in the face of day, directly 
enters through the door into 
the inclofure. 





doar into the! that I am the door of God’s 


fheepfold. 

8 All my immediate pre- 
decefiors, who fuperintended 
the flock, were perfons of the 
moift immoral characters, and 
the fheep refufed their direc- 
tion. 

g Iam the door of God’s 
fheeptold—He, who through 


3 For him the door-keeper {me gains admiffion into the 


unlocks the gate -—— and the 
fheep, pleated with his well 
known voice, flock around 
him—Thefe he careffes with 
affectionate tenderneis, fond- 
ly calls them by their refpec- 
tive * names, and leads them 
to verdant pafturcs. 

4 And while heis conduct- 
ing them to rich and fertile 
fields, they chearfully follow 
him, obedient to his call, and 
dehghted with his accuttom- 
ed voice. 

5 But the euidance of a 
flranger they refuic, and a- 
bandon him by the moit 
precipitate fight—tfor they are 


inclolure fhall for ever enjoy 
undifturbed tranquillity and 
fafety, and range at pleafure 
over the moft extenfive and 
delectable paftures. 

10 The thief fkulks about 
the fold folely with a defign 
to pillage, butcher, and de- 
troy the flock—Icame to 
coniult their fafety and wel- 


| fare, and for everto fave them 


trom perdition. 

11 lam the good fhep- 
herd—A good fhepherd hefi- 
tates not to expole his life to 
the moit imminent dangers 
to refcue and fave his flocks. 

12 -Butea mercenary, cnc 


2 In allufion to the cullom of the Jewith fhepherds who had names toi 


their fheep. 
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who is not the proprietor of 
the flock, and who interefts 
not himfelf in its prefervation, 
as foon as he fees the wolf 
rufh upon the fheep and 
fpread deftruction around 
him, flies with the moft pre- 
cipitate hafte from them, and 
leaves them {cattered and de- 
fencelefs, to his infatiable 
fury. 

13 In this dreadful fitua- 
tion the mercenary deferts 
the fheep — becauie he hath 
no concern for the fafety of 
the flock — his only concern 
is for the wages he receiveth. 

14 1 am the good fhepherd 
I know every individual 
of my flock, and my flock 
knows me, 

15 juft as the Father inti- 
mately knows me, and as I 
know the Father —And fuch 
is the ardent affection I bear 
my {heep, that 1 -cheatully 
fhed ‘my blood to fave them 
from deftruction. 

16 And think not this 
fold contains all my fheep— 
J have other flocks, which 
will obey my cal!, and which 
I will colleét, and i incorporate 
with this—So that there fhali 
be one common fold, and one 
common fhepherd. 

17 It is tor this that the 
Deity condeicends to-inalke 
me the object of his diftin- 
sulfhed affection and love — 
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or 
becaute I voluntarily furren- 
der up my life for mankind, 
which I know I fhall refume 
with infinite advantage. 

18 It is not fuperior force 
that wrefts it from me by 
compulfion—-the facrifice is 
free and voluntary —~I have 
power to devote myfelf to 
death — I have power to re- 
cover myfelf to life This 
power hath been freely given 
me by the Deity. 

19 This diuicourte produced 
oreat and violent debates a- 
meng the Jews. 

29 For fome faid — Cer- 
tainly the man is diftracted ! 
How can you attend to the 
wild extravagancies of a mad- 
man ! 

21 Others faid—fuch doc- 
trines and difcourfes as thefe 
are not the effufions of difor- 
dered intelleéts-—-— Can dil- 
ordered intelleéts enabie a 
man to reftore fight to the 
blind ! 

§—22 Tre Jews now ce- 
lebrated the Dedication of the 
temple — This erand aniver- 
fary happened in the depth of 
winter. 


23Atthis feftival, as Jefus 





was walkine in Solomon’s 
portico, 

21 the Jews came about 
him, and taxi -— How long 
will you keep us in this cruel 
fuipenic ? — TE you really are 

a 2 the 
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the Mefhah, aflert aq in plain 
and explicit terms? 

25 Jelus faid to chem— 1 
have told you again and a- 
gain who Iam, and you will 
not credit me—I appeal to 
my miracles— The operations 
Jam empowered by my fa- 
ther to pertorm, give the 
moft folemn fanction and at- 
teitation to my character. 

26 But this {trong and re- 
peated evidence you reject — 
becaufe, as I have often af- 
fured you, you are not pof- 
feffed of that ingenuous, can- 
did, and fincerely virtuous 
difpofition, with which my 
flock is endowed. 

27 For my theep are obe- 
dient to my call I regard 
them with tendernefs as my 
beloved property 
chearfully follow me where- 
ever I conduct them. 

28 I will retcue them from 
eternal deftruction, and be- 
{tow upon them etcrnal life 
—nor fhall any force and vio- 
Jence ever wrelt them from 
my protection. 

29 The Deity, who origi- 
nally engaged them to col- 
lect’ and compote my flock, 
is poffefied of infinite and un- 
controulable power — None 
can oppofe his will, and tear 
them out of his hands. 








b ‘Their real defien was to accufe 


They 
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30 To effect this great de- 
agn Land the Deity are unic- 
ed together by the firmett 
mutual ties. 

31 At this the rage of the 
Jews knew no bounds—they 
took up ftones, being deter- 
mined to rufh upon him and 
murder him. 

32 Jefus faid to them—To 
conhrm to you my miffion 
trom the fapreme Father of all 
I worked many beneficent 
miracles among you for 
which of thefe is it that you 
are determined to fhed my 
blood ? 

33 The Jews rephed — Ic 
is not tor any beneficent mi- 
racle that you have perform- 
cd, that we intend to punith 
you with death—It is for the 
borrid blalphemy you have 
uttered, and for your impi- 
ous arrogance, that you a 
vain mortal fhould  afferc 
yourfelf to be a God. 

34 Jefusfaid to them 
Are not magiftrates In your 
facred books called Gods ? 

35 Now * fince eminent 
perions highly favoured of 
the Almighty are exprefsly 
called Gods in the {eriptures, 
which are deemed the oracles 
and fole ttandard of truth, 

a6 can you contittenely. be 
exafperated at me, whom the 
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Deity hath honoured with 
fuch an exalted and diftin- 
owufhed dignity, and dele- 
cated to be the meffenger of 
his will to mankind, tor af- 
fuming the title of the Sen cf 
Ged ? 

37 If I do not the miracles 
which a divine mefienger 
might be juftly expected to 
perform, do not credit me. 

38 But if I do—tho’ you 
are not difpofed to credit me 
on my own authority, yet let 
the operations themielves con- 
vince you, what aclofe and 
intimate union fubfifts be- 
tween the Deity and me. 

39 Atthis their rage kind- 
ee afrelh, and they attempt- 
ed to apprehend him by force 
—but Jeius eluded their rage, 
and made his efcape from 
them, 

40 and paffing over the ri- 
ver Jordan he went to the 
place where John formerly 
baptized, and there refided 
foie time. 

41 Hither great numbers 
reforted to hear his inftructi- 
ons, and faid — John indeed 
worked no miracles, but every 
circumftance, which Jehn 
rclated concerning this per- 
fon, hath proved true. 

42 Here ereat numbers 


were convinced that he was 
the MeMah. 
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CE ea eX |, 
I HILE Jefus conti- 
nued in this coun- 
try, a certain friend of his 
called Lazarus, an inhabitant 
of Bethany, the brother of 
Neate and Mary, fell fick. 
was the 
Sete. who anointed our 
Lord with that coflly per- 
fume, and who wiped away 
the tears, with which fhe 
bedewed his feet, with her 
hair 

3 The two fitters, there- 
fore, difpatched a mefienger 
to Jelus, to inform him, 
That the perfon, for whom 
he had fo tender a regard, 
was very dangeroufly indif- 
poled. 

4 When Jefus received the 
meffage he laid— This fick- 
nefs, under which he la- 
beurs, will not terminate in 
death—lt is permitted in or- 
der that the omnipotence of 
God may be glorioufly dif- 
played, and that it may af- 
tord the fon of man a public 
opportunity of exerting his 
miraculous power, and con- 
firming his divine miffion. 

B Jetus regarded all this 
family with diftinguifhed af- 
feétion. 

6 But notwithftanding his 
affectionate efteem and love 
for them, he ftayed ¢ two days 








4 In order that there might be no fufpicion of a collufion with the 


family. 


Y 3 


longer 
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longer in the place where the 
mefienger found him. 

7 After this time was ex- 
pired he faid to his difciples 
—Let us return into fudeza. 

S The diiciples alarmed at 
fo unexpected a propoicl, 
jaid— Can you think, Sir! 
of returning into this coun- 
try, after the Jews have 
made fo many attempts to 
murder you? 

9 Jefus repleed—Are there 
not twelve hours in the day, 
and doth not the fun illumi- 
nate the path of him, who 
feduloufly hufbands and im- 
proves them? . 

10 But he who defers his 
labours to the unfeafonable 
hours of night, finds himfelf 
deprived of the uleful beams 
of night, and furrounded 
with uncomfortable  dark- 
nefs, which will impede and 


22:0 


entirely fruftrate the in- 
tended dilcharge ot his 
duty. 


it After he had fpoken 
thefe words, he faid to them 
Lazarus, our common 
friend, is now funk into re- 
poie, but Tam going to a- 
wake him. 

12 Vhe ditciples faid 
Sir! the circumilance you 
mention of his being thrown 
into a fofr and profound re- 
,ofe is an happy indicaiton 
ot his ipeedy recovery. 

33 Jefus by repefe meant 
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the repofe of death—but they 
did not interpret his words 
in this fente. 

14 When Jefus found they 
mijunderftood him, he told 
them plainly that Lazarus 
had breathed his laf. 

15 And Iam very glad 
upon your account, he add- 
ed, that I was not at Betha- 
ny at the time of his illneis— 
for his deata will redound to 
the confirmation cf vour faith 
in me—Let us, however, go 
to him. 

16 Thomas called Didy- 
mus then turned to his fellow 
difciples and faid—Let us ac- 
company our matter into Ju- 
dzza—As he rufhes into cer- 
tain death let us voluntarily 
fhare it with him. 

17 Upon his arrival in the 
neighbourhood of Bethany, 
he was informed that L.azar- 
us had been interred four 
days. 

§—18 Now as Bethany 
was but about two miles from 
jerufalem, 

19 a great number of the 
citizens were come to pay a 
mourntul vifit to the two dil- 
confolate fitters, and to con- 
dole with them the lois ot 
their brother. 

20 Secon as Martha heard 
that Jefus was on the road, 
fhe hafted to meet him—buit 
her filter fayed in the houfe 
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| With the company. 


21 When 


Chap. x1. 


21 When Martha faw Je- 
jus fhe faid to him Had 
you, Sir! come fooner I 
fhould not have loft my dear 
brother! 

22 But even yet, tho’ you 
have delayed io long, what- 
ever favour you implore the 
Almighty to beftow, I am 
perfuaded he will not deny 
you. 

22 Jefus faid to her—Your 
brother fhall be reftored to 
life. 

24 I believe, replied Mar- 
tha, he will be reftored to 
life at the general refurrec- 
tion. 

25 Jefus faid to her—I am 
the author of the refurrection, 
and the donor of immortality 
—Hle who is convinced that 
Tam a divine meffenger, and 
obeys my doétrines, tho’ he 
die, he fhall one day be raif- 
ed to the poffeffion of eternal 
life ; 

26 and every fincere pro- 
feffor of my religion, who is 
Kiving at my fecond coming, 
fhall never feel the ftroke of 
death to all eternity ° Be- 
hieveft thou thete truths 

27 I believe, Sir! fhe re- 
pled, that you are the great 
MeMah, the illuftrious fon 
of God, whofe coming the 
antient prophets predicted. 
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28 After fhe had faid this, 
fhe went, as Jelus had defir- 
ed her, to her fifter, and ina 
low voice, informed her, that 
the great prophet was come, 
and wanted to fee her. 

2g When fhe heard this, 
fhe roie up that moment, and 
haited to meet him. 

30 Jefus had not proceed- 
ed further towards the vil- 
lage, but {topped in the place 
where Martha at firft met 
him. 

31 When the company, 
who were with her and had 
come to coniole her grief, per- 
ceived with what hafte fhe 
got up and left the room — 
they all concluded that fhe 
was gone to the grave to 
pour a flood of tears over her 
deceafed brother and ac- 
cordingiy they followed her. 

32 When Mary was come 
up to Jefus, fhe proftrated 
herfelf at his feet and {aid — 
Had you been pleafed, Sir! 
to have come iooner I fhould 
not have loit my dear brother! 

33 When Jelus faw her 
bathed in tears, and the Jews, 
who were with her diffolved 
in a flood of grief, the mourn- 
tul fcene affected him with 
the ftrongeft fympathy and 
lorrow. 


34 He afked where they 





e But fhould, by a foft tranfition, be made immortal without dying. 


St. Pau afferts the /ame doctrine, 


1 Thef. iv. 17. 
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had laid his remains — They 
faid, Pleafe, Sir! to attend 
us to the place. 

35 Jetus burit into a flood 
of tears. 

36 Vhe Jews, feeing the 
tears ftream from his eyes, 
faid to one another How 
tenderly did he love the de- 
cealed | 

37 But others among them 
faid, with a farcaftical ineer 
—Could not this perfon, who 
lately performed fuch a mi- 
racle upon the bhnd man, 
have prevented his beloved 
friend from dying ! 

38 ‘Vhis their incredu- 
lity affected Jefus and filled 
him with great emotion 
Arriving at the monument, 
which was dug in the rock, 
and had its entrance blocked 
up with a large tone, 

39 Jelus faid —- Remove 
the {tone — Martha the fitter 
of the deceafed fari—By this 
time, Sir! his corpfe mutt 
be very offenfive, for it is 
four days fince his inter- 
ment. 

40 Jefus faid to her—Did 
not | affure you that if you 
were convinced that [ was a 
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divine mefienger, you would 
fee the power of God glori- 
oufly exerted ? 

4t They then removed the 
ftone trom the mouth of the 
tomb — After which Jefus 
folemnly lifted up his eyes to 
heaven and faid — Almighty 
Father, [ thank thee tnac 
thou haft heard my prayer, 
and granted my requeit. 

42 1am confcious that thou 
art ever ready to beftow the 
favours fimplore—But I have 
preferred this public and fo- 
lemn addrefs to thee, in or- 
der thatthe furrounding mul- 
titude may be convinced that 
this miracle is worked by a 
divine power, and that I am 
thy mefienger. 

43 Having offered this 
prayer, be cried out with a 
loud and ftrong voice — La- 
zarus! coine forth | 

44 That moment the corpte 
came forth, fwathed as it was 
with linen rollers, and the 
face muffled up in a napkin, 
according tothe Jewith rites of 
fepulpture—Jefus faid to the 
!pectators — Jilengace lum, 
and give him tree liberty to 
wall: *. 
has continued in any fate or place 
to his death, bur to hts tnserment. 


On the fcartk day they arrived 
Llutchinfen, SVO. bes Anezud era 
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® tor he could not zea/t for the ealters: Being iafsatanceufily rellore| 
to his former health and itreneth, he made a au to oo himfelf out of 
the tomb. Dr. Benfon’s Sermons. S@rmoni. p. 1 
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45 By this miracle, many 
of the Jews, who were come 
to coniole the mourning fil- 
ters, being fpectators of the 
divine power that Jelus now 
exerted, were convinced that 
he was the Meifiah. 

46 Some, however, who 
were prefent on this occafion, 
went directly to the Pharilees, 

and gave them a minute je 
tail of rhe whole tran{action. 

47 The high pniefts and 
Phariiees, receiving this ac- 
count, convened a genera} 
council ——- in which they de- 
liberated how they fhould act 
in. the prefent sconjunciure, 

and whatmeafures they fhould 
obierve towards a man who 
performed fo many aftonifh- 
ing operations. 

48 It we, faid they, tamely 
fuffer him to go on in this 
manner, unm rolciied: the 
whole nation will become 
his converts, and con({titute 
him their leader and fove- 
reign—which will draw upon 
us the refentment of the Ro- 
mans, and proveke them to 
deprive us for ever of al] our 
privileges civil and facred. 

49 Uhen Caiaphas, whowas 
that year high prieft, ftood up 
and {poke — You all appear 
to be perfect ftrangers to the 
true interefts of your country. 

50 I am atftonifhed you 
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‘hould not refle& that it is 
highly expedient that the life 
of one individual fhould be 
facriiced for the public uti- 
lity, rather than that the whole 
community fhould be fatally 
endangered. 

oe aD hefe words, which the 
high prieft now pronounced, 
may be interpreted in a pro- 
phetic fenfe —- a fenfe indeed 
which he himfelf never in- 
tended —and may be under- 
ttood as a declaration trom 
the mouth of the high prieft 
himfelt, That Jelus was to 
fall a facrifice for the eood of 
the Jewifh community. 

52 " But it was not merely 
for the benefit of the Jewith 
community that Jelus fub- 
mitted to death, but in or- 
der that the pious and vir- 
tuous difperfed in every na- 
tion might be collected to- 
cether, ‘and formed into one 
common fociety. 

53 rom that day they en- 
tered into a relolution to put 
him to death. 

54 Jelus, therefore, con- 
{cious of their faneuinary de- 
figns did not any longer pub- 
lickly travel about the city, 
but removed to the borders 
ot the wildernefs, and _ refid- 
ed, along with his difciples, 
in a town called Snes 

§—355 Tse Jewith paffo- 


eee 
of the Evangell }. 


ver 
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ver now approached—before 
the actual commencement of 
which folemnity great num- 
bers, as was cuftem mary, re- 
paired, from all parts of Ju- 
dza, to tne capital, to puri- 
fy themfelves. 

56 This great concourfe 
of people, meeting togcther 
in the temple, made anxious 
enquiries atter Jeius, and 
afked one another, If they 
knew he intended to abfent 
himfelf from the approaching 
feftival. 

57 For the high priefts 
and Pharifees afiembled in 
council had iflued out a pub- 
lic proclamation Yhat if 
any perfon knew where he 
was, he fhould immediately 
difcover him, that he might 
be apprehended. 





CMAP. XI 
G IX days before the paf- 


chal folemnity Jefus 
came to Bethany, where La- 
zarus, whom he had _ lately 
raifed to life, refided. 

2 The family, therefore, 
made a great entertainment 
for him at which Martha 
waited, but Lazarus fat down 
with the reit of the company. 

2 But while they were at 
table, Mary took a pound cf 

xtremely rich and coftly per- 
fume, which fhe diftuted o- 
ver the feet of Jefus, as he 
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was reclining on the couch, 
and then the wiped them with 
her hair—With the edour of 
this valuable and fragrant per- 
tume the whole houle was 
filled. 

4 Judas Ifcariot, the fon 
of Simon, who afterwards 
betrayed him, feeing this ac- 
tion, Jaid-— 

§— Ought this rich per- 
fume to have been lavifhed 
in this manner ? — Ought it 
not rather to have been fold 
for three hundred denarii, and 
the money diftributed among 
the poor! 

6 He faid this, not that 
he had any concern for the 
poor—but this language was 
the dictate of an avaricious 
heart — for being appointed 
purte-bearer to Jeius and his 
difciples, he ufed to convert 
fome of the money unjuftly 
to his own private ule. 

7 Jelus faid—Let not her 
eandue hll you with indig- 
nation— I confider this per- 
fume fhe hath now beftowed 
on my perfon in the heht of 
funeral honours paid to me. 

§ For poor objects you will 
always have around vou 
but I fhall continue with you 
but a very fhort time. 

§—9 WuHeEn the common 
mar received information 
that Jefus was at Bethany 
they flocked thither in prodh- 
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only by a curiofity to fee Je- 
jus, but to fee Lazarus, whom 
he had raifed to life. 

10 The high priefts, there- 
fore, tormed a reiolution to 
murder Lazarus too, 

11 becaufe fuch numbers 
were convinced that Jefus 
was adivine meflenger by the 
miracle he had pertormed in 
reanimating his dead body. 

§—12 THe day after this, 
a prodigious multitude, who 
had come from all parts to 
celebrate the feflival, being 
informed that Jefus was on 
the road to Jerulaiem, 

13 took branches of * palm 
trees, and went in folemn 
proceffion to meet him 
piercing the air with joyful 
acclamations, and fhouting— 
Hofannah, Blefied 1s the great 
fovereign of lirael, who now 
comes invelted with the full 
power and authority of Je- 
hovah ! 

14 Jefus advanced towards 
the city, riding upon a young 
afs—by which circumftance 
the following antient predic- 
tion was verified: 

15 ‘* Indulge, O daughter 
of Sion, the higheft tran{ports 
of joy —for thy king is ap- 
proaching thy gates, fitting 
on the foal of an afs.” 

16 The difciples did not 
then comprehend the reafon 
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of this pomp and magnifi- 
cence with which Jefus was 
ufhered into the city — but 
after his afcenfion they un- 
derftood that thefe circum- 
{tances had been exprefsly 
toretold by the prophets. 

17 The people, who were 
along with him, when he 
called Lazarus from thetomb, 
and inftantaneoufly reftored 
him to life, in the moft pub- 
lic manner attefted this mi- 
facie: 

18 And the accounts, which 
were univerfally propagated 
of this ftupendous trantaction 
were the principal reafon that 
induced the multitude to 
flock in fuch numbers out of 
the eity to meet him, and to 
efcort him thither with fuch 
magnificent pomp and loud 
acclamations. 

19 But the Pharifees, en- 
raged beyond meafure at the 
honours that were paid him 
on this occafion, faid one to 
another—Do not you fee that 
all our meafures to cruth this 
impottor are of no avail ?— 
Behold! the whole world is 
collected about him ! 

§ —20 THERE were then 
in the city fome devout 
Greeks, who had travelled 
up to folemnize the feftival, 
and to pay their religious 
adoration. 


Ld 


' Emblems and infignia of vidtory and triumph. 
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a1 Thefe ftrangers waited 


upon Philip, who came from 
Bethfazida a town in Galilee, 


and earneftly beeged they 
might, by his means, have 


an interview with Jefus. 

22 Philip acquainted An- 
drew with this requeft—they 
both waited upon Jelus, and 
told him what favour they 
were defired to folicit of him. 

23 When Jefus heard this 
petition of the Greeks, he 
faid—INow is the time arriv- 
ed, when the fon of man fhall 
be diftinguifhed with the moft 
illuftrious honours ©. 

24 Be affured, That if a 
grain of wheat, that is bu- 
ried in the cultivated foil, do 
not die, it 15 impofible the 
principles of veeetation fhould 
take place—but if, when it 1s 
admitted into the ground, it 
is corrupted and diffolved, it 
will yield an ample and copi- 
ous produce’. 

25 He, who is defirous by 
mean and wicked comphiances 
to fave his life, fhall lofe it to 
all eternity—but he, who will 
chearfully lote life rather than 
violate his confcience and du- 
ty to me, fhall in a future 
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ftate recover it with infinite 
advantage. 

26 Fie that is powerfully 
difpofed to ferve me, Tet him 
follow me with a fteady and 
unfhaken reiolution — for to 
the fame bleffed feats, towhich 
I alcend, fhal! he be admitted 
— All my farchful and virtu- 
ous fervants will iny Farther 
alio reward with diftinguifhed 
honours. 

27 My mind ts greativ a- 
larmed and fhocked at the 
view of my Impending fuffer- 
Ings lam invelved in the 
moft cruel and perplexing 
dificulues — Merciful God! 
avert from me the approach- 
ing horrors ot death—but | 
check myfelf—for to " fuftain 
this I came into the world. 

& Almighty Farner! I re- 
fen mylelf to By will! Do 
thou confult the ¢! ‘lorious ends 
of thy moral government t___ 





‘Soon as he had faid this, a 


voice from the fy arciculat- 
ed thefe words — TI! have, by 
thee, glorioufly contulted, and 
will " continue to confulr, the 
oreat ends of my government. 

The crowds who fur- 
rounded him, hearing this 


k By the converfion of the Heathens. 

1 Alluding to his death and refurrection, and the ful/equent converfion of 
the Gentiles. 

™ For had not Chnift died, Chriftianity would have been cruthed 3 in 
its infancy. 

a By his refurreétion, afcenfion, effufion of the fpirit. 
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voice indiftinétly, fome faid 
—— It was thunder — others, 
who heard the words more 
plainly, declared-—It was an 
Angel that fpoke to him. 

30 Jelus faid to them —- 
This heavenly voice was not 
uttered fo much on my ac- 
count as upon yours — that 
you might be convinced that 
I am a divine meflenger. 

21 Now is the immorality 
of the world going to be con- 
demned and de ftroved—Now 
is 1fs reat ° Sovereign song 
to be dethroned ! 

32 When I am clevated 
above the earth, I will ar- 
tract all nations to me by my 
powertul influence. 

3 By his elevation above 
the earth he alluded to the 
particular circurnttanecs of his 
death. 

34 The multitude fas 
— Our facred books inferm 
us that the Mefhah is never 
to die, but to continue with 
us for ever — What induces 
you, therefore, to fay that 
the fon of man mutt be ele- 
vated from the earth ? 
Who is this fon of man? 

35 Jelus faid to them — 
The light you now enjoy will 
continue with you bur a very 
fhort time — Be di oo in 
making the beit ufe of 1 





% 
t 


by JOHN. 


OS Ti eine th C Pagan myth 


333 
beams, while they are indule- 
ed to you, beiore the gloom 
of darknefs feize and envelop 
you — For he who hath fut- 
fered the horrcrs of darknefs 
to overtake him, knoweth 
not the path he treads, or 

whither his uncertain ep 
will conduét him. 

36 While, therefore, this 
light ts difulediaround you, 
be perfuaded that it is de- 
rived from a divine and hea- 
venly jource, and it will il- 
luminate and guide you to 
happineis When he had 
finifhed this difcourfe he pri- 
vately retired from them, 

37 But notwithflanding all 
the demonttrations of divine 
power which he exhibited 
before them in the moft pub- 
lic manner, they obftinately 
perfifted in their infidelity. 

38 So that the following 
prediction of Ifaias was ac- 
complifhed—‘* O Lord! how 
few have been convinced by 
all the proofs that have been 
publickly difplayed ! How 
few have acknow!edged the 
divine hand in the miraculous 
power that hath been ex- 
ented” 

39 Their abandoned vices 
and depraved minds rendered 
it morally impofiible they 
fhould receive him as a divine 
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teacher — for their profligate 
difpofitions are again juitly 
deicribed by [aias. 

40 * The eyes of this peo- 
ple are totally obfcured by 
prejudice their reafoning 
powers are entirely blunted 
by prepoflefiion—fo that they 
have neither the faculties of 
feeing, hearing, or uncer- 
{tanding, to beftow on any 
{cheme that hath a tendency 
to produce a general refor- 
mation and amendment of 
lite among them.” 

41 Thete clear exprefs pre- 
dictions Ifaias uttered, when 
he had the future {cenes of 
the Meffiah’s glory ftrongly 
difplayed before his mind. 

42 But however’, even of 
the moft eminent perfonages, 
notwithftanding their cencral 
rejection of him, there were 
many who were convinced 
that he had: a divine commi- 
fion—but for fear of the 1m- 
placable refentment of the 
Pharifees, they durft not 
openly acknowledge — their 
perfuafions, left they thould 
be excommunicated. 

43 For they chofe rather 
to continue in the reputation 
and efteem of men, than 
from a principle of truth and 
conicience to promote the ho- 
-nour of God and the caule of 
true religion. 
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§—j4 ArFTer this Jefus 
raifed his voice and faid—He, 
who believes me to have a di- 
vine commiffion, may more 
properly be faid to believe in 
that Being, from whom I re- 
ceived It. 

45 He who feeth the di- 
vine power I exert, feeth the 
operations of Him who fent 
me. 

46 I defcended from hea- 
ven to tluminate the world 
that every one, who be- 
lieves me to be delegated from 
God, might not remain for 
ever 1n gloomy and impene- 
trable darkneis. 

47 But if any one difbe- 
lieve my doétrines, and be 
determined not to be convin- 
ced—I will not at prefent con- 
demn and punith him—tor I 
defcended on earth not to 
condemn, but fave, man- 
kind, 

48 He, who wilfully re- 


Chap. Xil. 





jeéts me and mine inftruétions, 


fhall not however pais uncon- 
demned The doctrines, 
which I have delivered, fhall 
at the general refurrection con- 
demn him, and ereatly age. 
gravate his guilt and his pu- 
nifhment, 

49 becaute the inftructions, 
1 have delivered, were not 
the dictates of mine own wil- 
dom or inculeated by mine 
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own authority — but the fu- 
preme Father, who originally 
commiffioned me to teach 
mankind, gave me the moft 
explicit and particular injunc- 
tions, what I fhould deliver, 
and what truths I fhould re- 
veal : 

50 And as I am confcious 
that the doélrines he hath 
commiMfioned me to teach are 
the conditions of eternal life, 
fo do I propofe to mankind, 
with the ereateit fidelity, thefe 
divine precepts, which my 
Father hath appointed me to 


publifh. 
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I WerORE they cele- 

brated the patchal fo. 
lemnity, Jefus,; who knew 
that the time was now arriv- 
ed, when he fhould quit this 
world and return to the Fa- 
ther, thought proper to ex- 
preis to his difciples that ar- 
dent and affectionate love, 
which he had ever maintain- 
ed for them from the time he 


elected them to the final pe- 
riod of his life. 


9 An office, which was performed by the meanett flaves. 


mee ww Dewve. vw. T.A. 
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2° Por judas. iicariot, the 
fon of Simon, had already 
been inftigated by the diabo- 
lical wickednefs of his heart 
to form a defign of delivering 
him into the hands of his 
enemies. 

3 Jefus beine conicious 
that the Father had entrutted 
him with the moft extenfive 
power and authority, that he 
originally defcended from him, 
and was now very fhortly to 
return to him— 

4 rofe abruptly from table, 
when the pafchal fupper was 
now ready, {tripped of his 
upper garment, and girded 
himfelf with a towel, like a 
fervant. 

5 He then poured water 
into a bafon, and began to 
wath his diiciples ? feet, and 
to wipe them with the towel, 
which he had tied about him. 

6 But when, proceeding in 
a regular order, he came to 
Simon Peter, he faid to him 
—Sir! do you debafe your- 
felf to wafh my feet! 

7 Jefus faid to him—You 
do not as yet underitand the 
intention of this action—after 


Fores dis 


‘* When it was now time to fup, and the 
matter of the veffel had got ready what accommodations he cou] 
Praonius, feeing Pemsey, tor want of attendants, 
haftily ran to him, and pertormed { 
flaves perform to their matters, eve 
Peatoras Peron, meyer relies toSer. Plutarch Pompey. 


d provide; 
begin to wath nimfels, 


or him all thofe menial o. ; which 
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J have performed it upon all 
T will acquaint you with its 
defien. 

8 Peter replied—You fhall 
never perform this humble 
jervile office to me — Jelus 
faid—If you refufe to fubmit 
to it, you will have no claim 
to the characier of my dif 
ciple. 

g Simon aniwered — Do 
not then, Sir! merely wafh 
my feet, but my hands, and 
my head. 

10 Jefus rephed — As he, 
who comes out of a bath, 
hath his whole perifon clean, 
except only his feet, which 
contracts filch by treading on 
the ground — io are you my 


difciples clean, but not e// of 


you. 

11 For he knew the perfon, 
who intended to betray him 
—— It was from his perfect 
knowledge of his wickednels 
that he now faid—you are not 
all clean. 

2 Atter he had wathed all 
his difciples feet, he put on 
his cloaths, and refumed lus 
former feat at table —— then 
addrefing himfelf to them, 
thus {poke —Do you know 
the inftruction I intended to 
convey to you by this action : 


tr 6 Alexander fent 100 talents to Phecron. 
fencers Phocion fetched water from a well, and = 
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13 You honeur me with 
the titles of your inftructor 
and mafter—and the appel- 
lation is juit and due to my 
character. 

14 If J then your exalted 
inftructor have demeaned 
mytelf to wath your feet’, 
you ought in ike manner to 
condefcend to perform the 
humbleft offices, one to an- 
other. 

15 For I have exhibited 
this before you as a pattern, 
what difpofitions and conduct 
you ought to obferve, one 
towards another. 

16 Suffer me to affure you 
that a fervant ought to prac- 
tife that condefcenfion which 
his lord deigned to praétite 
—a minifter, that humility, 
which he who gave him his 
commiffion himfelf diiplayed. 

17 Since you know your 
duty in this inftance, happy 
are ye if you practile it. 

18 Not that I addrefs thefe 
inftructions to all for I 
know the difpofitions of every 
one of you whom | have cho- 
{en to be my companions — 
I know that to one ot you 
may be juftly appied that 
palfage of {criprure — ‘ He 
that eats with me at one com- 





On the arrival of the mef- 
vafbed their fect. ATi- 


yiNTsid pee crofec. His performance of fo fenvile an otice gave them 


great pain.” 
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non table hath hife up his 
hecl-againit me.” 

1g ~Y thought proper to 
give you previous informa- 
tion of this treachery, that 
when it is executed, it may 
ferve to corroborate your be- 
lief, That Jam the Meffiah. 

20 In the moft folemn 
manner I affure you, that e- 
very one, who receiveth you, 
in effect receiveth me——and 
he who obeys my inftructions, 
obeys the will of God who au- 
thorized me to reveal it to 
mankind. 

21 When Jefus had faid 
this, he funk into great per- 
turbation and diftrefs of mind 
—and after fome time fa1d— 
Moft certainly I know that 
one of you will treacheroufly 
deliver me into the hands of 
my enemies, 

22 At this declaration they 
were contounded and looked 
with aftonifhment, one at an- 
other, not knowing whom it 
was he intended, 

23 Cne of the difciples, 
whom fefus di (ineuifhed 
with his love, happened then 
to be reclining on his bofom §. 

24 To this perion Simon 
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Peter Aude. a. hehe tier he 
would afk Jefus who the per- 
fon was ne fixed upon, 

25 Vhis dicipie then whif- 
pered Jeius in the ear, and 
aiked him ively he meant. 

26 Telus faid in a low 
poiceeetnte 4 to whoin I fhail 
give a morfel of the meat, 
after I have dipped it in the 
fauce, is the man—- He then 
dipped a mortel in the fauce, 
and gave itto Judas ifcariot. 

27 AAter he had received 
this he was fred with refent- 
ment‘, and infiigated to the 
perpetration of nis diabolical 
defigns—-Jelus faid t: him— 
What you intend to do, do it 
immediately. 

28 But none of the reft of 
the company knew what it 
was he ordered Juda; to do. 

29 For fome thought, be- 
caule Jucdas was the purtfe- 
bearer, that fefus had order- 
ed him to purchafe what was 

neceflary for the ° enfuing 

days of the ¢ feftival—or, that 
he had ordered him to give 
fomething to the poor. 

20. ihe nyoment, there- 
fore, after he had receive 
the mortel of meat that Jefus 


* He lav at fupper on the faine couch, and next to Jefus. 
t Recaufe he was con{cious thet le war the PCL in yar ‘ad that Pep: a knew 
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gave him, he got up abrupt- 
ly, and lett the room — The 
night was now advancing. 

a1. iter he-iad quitted 
the company, Jelus faid with 
great emotion Now 1s the 
fon of man going to be dig- 
nified with the moft illu(r- 
ous honours — and God hath 
been eminently honoured by 
him. 

32 And * fince Ged hath 
been conipicuoufly honoured 
bv his life and actions, God 
will, in return, ‘crown him 
with the moft ditinguifhed 
honours and thefe he will 
very * fpeedily confer. 

33 For, my dear compa- 
nions, my ftay with you will 
be but of a very fhort conti- 
nuance — You will anxioully 
feck me, and wifh tor my 
prefence among you—but as 
{ formerly faid to the Jews, 
fo I now fay to you— * “ In- 
to the regions which I vifit, 
you fhall not at this time be 
admitted. 

34 A new precept I ftrict- 
ly enjoin upon you— Love 
one another— Thote kind at- 
fections, which I have ever 
exprefled towards you, do 
you mutually exprels to each 
other. 

26 if-you-culuvare. and 








“ Fe with an sadicatrve. 
y He meant the grave. 
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cherifh that’ mutual love 
which [recommend to you, 
you will be univertally dittin- 
oulfhed and known tor my 
difciples. 

36 Simon Peter faid to him 
—Towhat place, Sir! doyou 
intend to remove ?— To the 
place where I am going, faid 
Jefus, you cannot follow me 
at this time but in fub- 
fequent life you fhall be en- 
abled to follow me. 

37 But why, refumed Pe- 
ter, am not I permitted vew 
to accompany you Twill 
moft chearfully lay down my 
lite for you, 

38 Will you, replied Je- 
{us chearfully lay down your 
life for me ?>— I afluredly de- 
clare to you, that before the 
cock crows, you will three 
times, in the moft folemn 
manner afert that you never 
was my difciple. 


Chap. XIV. 








CTA. oly. 


UT be not alarmed 

and dejected at thete 
approaching fcenes —~ Ye be- 
lieve in the ‘Being and provi- 
dence ot God, 2 and ye behieve 
in my divine mifion and ch:- 
racter. 
In my Father's 
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are many * apartments, fitted 
for the reception of holinefs 
and virtue ——If immortality 
was a fiction, I would ho- 
neftly affure you it was—but 
I am going to prepare a place 
for you in thofe happy re- 
cions. 

3 And * when J am gone 
and have prepared a place, 
Y will return and receive you 
to be my infeparable compa- 
nions in future bleffednefs 
and in thofe happy feats, 
where I refide, you fhall for 
ever dwell. 

4 The place whither IT am 
going you know, and the way 
that conducts to it you know. 

5 Thomas faith to him— 
We know not, Sir! the place 
to which you are removing, 
and coniequentiy how can we 
know the way that leads to 
it? 

6 Jefus replied—I am the 
true way that leads to eternal 
life—nene can gain accefs to 
the Father, but by me. 

7 Did you know my ori- 
oinal, you would have known 
my lather, from whom I de- 
rived it — but now you both 
know and fee him. 

8 Philip faid to him 
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and we fhall deem this con. 
viction enough. 

9 Jetus faid to him—Have 
I been fo long converiant 
among you without your 
knowing my original and de- 
icent? — Phihp, be affured, 
that he, who hath feen me, 
hath in effect teen the Father 
—and how can you folicit me 
to fhow yee se ineffable glory 
of the Fat ther ? 

10 Are you not convinced 
from the whole of my life, 
that I and my Father are in- 
timately united in the moft 
endearing and indiffoluble 
bonds of affection and con- 
cord ?—- For the doétrines I 
have delivered to you are 
not derived from mine own 
perfonal aurhority and wif- 
dom — All my precepts and 
all my miracles have God for 
their author, and folely flow 
irom the efficacious and per- 
manent influence, imparted 
to me by the Deity. 

rr If you refule to credic 

me upon iy ocr afiertion that 
the Deity and myfelf are mu- 

tually connected by the moit 
intimate ties io confent and 
love — yet fuffer the opera- 
tions I have per formed to 
work this conviction in you. 

12 Jet me fotemnly de- 


fi the fenihs. 
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clare to you, Phat every dif- 
ciple, who hath an undoubt- 
ed perfuafion of the truth of 
my religion, fhall not only be 
empowered to perform the 
fame miracles [have perform- 
ed, but be enabled, after my 
departure, to exert > greater 
powers than any I have ever 
exhibited. 

13. And whatever miracle 
you implore the iupreme Be- 
ing to effect by an authority 
derived front him; if it tend 
to the elory of God and the 
confirmation of the gofpel, it 
fhail be effected. 

14 Whenever you folicit, 
that any opcration may be 
performed by my authority, 
{ will empower you to per- 
form it. 

If you love me, fhow 
the genuinenefs of your 
love by a conicientious re- 
eard to the precepts of my 
religion. 

16 If you maintain this 

virtuous fidelity tome, I will 
implore the Deity to befriend 
you—who will from his in- 
finite cocdnefs fend you an- 
other comfor tcr, to continue 


oe ; 
with you * as long as you 
Nive; 

17 The heavenly meflen- 


b For a procf of this prediction, fee As v. 1-. Chap. xix. rs. 
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cer I refer to, 1s the Holy 
Spirit, the teacher of truth 
whofe evidences a de- 
praved world will not ad- 
mit, having no virtuous dif- 
pofitions to difcern, and to 
be convinced by, his opera- 
tions — But you will have a 
orateful and confcious per- 
fuafion of his powerful in- 
fluence, for he will continue 
with you, and fhed his ener- 
gy upon your minds. 

18 I will not leave you in 
a deftitute and forlorn con- 
dition—I will foon return to 
confole and affift you. 

19 For tho’ in avery fhort 
time I fhall remove from this 
world, yet I will not remove 
from you—for as I rife to im- 
mortaity, you fhall alfo be 
railed to the fame glorious 
inheritance. 

20 After my refurrection, 
you will be fully convinced 
that I have been tnveited with 
the nee of God, that 
you are endowed witha pow- 
er ie from me, and that 
fam the author of thofe ope- 
rations which you will be en- 
abled to difplay. 

21 But remember that the 
fole teft and proof of the ee- 
nuinene(fs ot any perion’s love 
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to me, is a conftant obedi- 
ence to my inftructions—He 
who thus exprefles his love 
to me, will fecure the favour 
and complacency of God — 
and fuch a virtuous difciple 
fhall be the object alfo of my 
love, and I will recompente 
the fincerity of his affection 
to me by making the clearett 
difcovery of myfelf to him. 

22 Here the apoftle Jude 
a different perfon from 
Judas Ifcariot — faid to him 
— What induces you, Sir! 
to diicover yourfelf to us, but 
not openly to the public? 

23 Jefus faid to him — If 
a perfon love me, he will ex- 

refs the fincerity of his love 
i an obfervance of my pre- 
cepts — and fuch a virtuous 
perfon will my Father love, 
and we will both conitantly 
aid and befriend him — and 
with fuch a mind we will 
ever maintain a pleafing in- 
tercourfe. 

24. Iie who hateth me, 
difregards and contemns my 
dogtrines—tho’ the doctrines 
you have heard me deliver 
are not mine, but God’s who 
iene me, 

25 Thefe inftructions have 
] nee delivered to you, dur- 
ing the fhort time that is al- 
lotted me to be perfonally 
prefent with you. 
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26 But the Comforter, the 
Holy Spirit, whom my Fa- 
ther will fend to you, and in- 
veft with my authority, will 
communicate to you the mott 
fublime and important truths, 
and enable you diftinaly and 

clearly to underftand all the 
inftructions, which I perfon- 
ally taught you. 

27 I bid you adieu, wifh- 
ine you all divine and hu- 
man happinefs, not in the ¢ 
unmeaning, ceremonial man- 
ner the world repeats this {a- 
lutation-——Be not dejected, 
dufpel your forrows, let net 
the fad profpect overwhelm 
you in defpair. 

28 For I have faithfully 
told you, that tho’ I leave 
you, I will foon return to you 
Did you love me, you 
would be tranfported with 
joy, to think that Iam going 
to the ever-bleffed God, a 
Being fo tranfcendently fune- 
riour to me in dignity and 
oreatnels. 

29 I have, at this time, 
made thefe exprefs declara- 
tions of my {peedy removal 
from you, in order that, 
when I am removed, they 
may ferve as an additional 
confirmation that I am the 
MeMiah. 

20 | fhall not have an op- 
portunity of a long converla- 





upon them every fabilantial felicity. 
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tion with you for I fhall 
foon be in the hands of my 
wicked perfecutors, who yet 
will rat be able to find any 
thire criminal in my lite and 
conduc. 

a1 But by means of my 
anprehenfion, my innocence 
will be publickly attefted, 
and my ftrict conformity. 
throushout the whole of life, 
to the will of my father, wu 
be openly known and acknow- 
ledocd—Come, let us imme- 





diately remove from this 
place. 

Curd. ACP. wh 
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a vine, of which my 
Father is the proprietor. 

2 Every branch of this 
vine, that is unfruitful, he 
Jops off, and every branch 
that bears erapesthe careful- 
ly prunes: alia dreness that tt 
may produce fruit in more 
copious abundance. 

2 And you have already 
received this culture by means 
of the doétrines in which } 
have iniinicied vou: 

4 Let nothing, therefore, 
ree that union, by which 
you and [ are connected to- 
eether —— for as the branch 
cannot bear, bue mutt necet- 
fanily wither and die, when 
fevered fromthe onainal ftock 
in dike manner will you be 
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deprived of all vital infuen- 
ces unlefs you continue indil- 
folubly united to me. 

5 ‘For iam the vine, you 
are the branches That 
branch that is firmly connec- 
ted to me, and imbibes that 
ecnial nourifhment which I 
iupply, will produce fruit in 
the richeft abundance—for if 
all communication be cut off 
betwixt us, yan muft Jan- 
cullh and ae 

6 If any branch doth not 
continue united to me, it 
withers, 1s cut down, and 
thrown out of the vineyard, 
where it 1s picked up, catt 
into the fire, and burnt 

+ But if you infeparably 
adhere to me, and imbibe the 
inftructions I have communt- 
cated to you, you fhail not 
meet with a repulle, what- 
ever miraculous operation 
you implore me to effect in 
confirmation of your autho- 
rity. 
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8 You will both honour 
fate and approve ree 
my genuine difciples, if, be- 
ine thus cultivated, ae pro- 
duce frait in rich and ample 
abundance. 

g Since God hath dergned 
to make you the objects of 
his love, and J have ever en- 
cercained the tcndereft affec- 
tion for you, do you 1n re- 
turn maintain the fame invi- 
alate fidelity amd love to me 


alee 
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10 The only way to fecure 
the continuance of my love 
to you is the conftant practice 
of ny commandments—as it 
is folely by an uniform obe- 
dience to the Divine com- 
mands that I have been dil- 
tinguifhed by the compla- 
cency and love of my Father. 

11 I have given you thete 
inftructions, with the pleal- 
ing hope, that I fhall reap 
the moft confummate joy in 
your obedience, and that 
your joy might allo be com- 
pleat, and pertect. 

12 All my advice to you 
is virtually comprifed in this 
one capital precept — Love 
one another with the fince- 
rity, with which I have loved 
YOu. 

13 It is impofmMfible there 
can be an higher demonttra- 
tion of love, than for a per- 
fon chearfully to fubmit to 
death for the fake of his 
friends : 

It Veuciucp as the ardent 
and exalted friendfhip I have 
for you—provided you faith- 
fully difcharge the duties J 
have enjoined upon yau. 

15 I call you not fervants 
—the fervant 1s a {tranger to 
the will of his mafter—but I 
efteem and honour you as 
my friends, fince to you I 
fave faithfully imparted all 
the important — difcoveries 
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which my Father communi- 
cated to me. 

16 It was not you who 
chofe me your affociate, but 
Ifelected you to be my com- 
panions, and have commil- 
honed you to publifh my re- 
ligion in the world, and col- 
lect a great and glorious har- 
velt of converts to it —- in 
confirmation of which, what- 
ever miraculous power you 
earneftly beg the Almighty 
may be exerted by my au- 
thority, you fhall be enabled 
LO"EXCRE It: 

17 Let me repeat it—All 
the rules of my religion are 
fummarily contained in this 
one precept — L.ove one an- 
other, 

18 Ifthe werld purfue you 
with implacable hatred, you 
know that I your mafter, be- 
fore you, was perfecuted with 
the fame unrelenting rage. 

_ 19 Were vour affections 
and defires: folely affixed to 
this world, the world would 
carefs you as its genuine 
children but fince your 
principles and views are ele- 
vated above this vain and 
perifhing life, and I have fe- 
parated you from fecular af- 
fairs to be my companions, 
knowing the virtuous difpo- 
fitions by which you were 
actuated ; no wonder that 
you are held in deteftation 
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by that depraved world, 
whofe purfuits you condemn 
and abhor. 

20 Remember the obfer- 

vation I have fo citen repeat- 
cd— That the fervant muff 
expect. no. beter.tiearment 
than his matter hain experi- 
enced—Lor if they have per- 
fecuted me, they will perte- 
cuic you: if they have * watch- 
ed my words with an infidious 
defign to pick our forrething 
obnoxious, they will allo 
waich your words with the 
fame captious views. 

21 All thefe injuries and 
jufferings they wil inAiét 
woon vou fer your attach- 
micnt to my caule—ior thee 
perfecutions will be excited 
again{t you by thole who are 
entire {trangcrs and enemics 
to religion | 

22 [iad I never made my 
appearance among them, and 
never publifhed the great 
truths I was commiffioned to 
revea] to them, they might 
have pleaded fomething in 
extenuation of their guilt; 
hut now their vices are co the 
Haft deewree ageravated and 
uniuitifable. 

22 i very ones svho hareth 
me, hath previouhy conceiy- 
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ed an averfion againft my 
Father. 

24 Had not I openly ex- 
hibited before them fuc! mi- 
raculous operations as na 
other perfon ever pertormed, 
their vices, comparatively, 
would es admitted of fome 
anology — but now tho’ they 


have been witneftes of all 
thofe aftonifhine — powers 
which I have exerted, yet 


they have conceived the moft 
bitter and violent refentments 
again{ft me, and have offered 
the moft impious affront ta 
that Being who enabled me 
to perform them. 

25 But I may apply to 
their inveterate prejudices 
and rage again{t me the fol- 
lowing exprefhion in their 
facred books — ** Their ha- 
tred of me is entirely without 
foundation.” 

26 But when the Com- 
forter comes, the Holy Spirit, 
the teacher of truth, whofe 
poweriul effution the Father 
will grant you at my folici- 
ration —he will fftamp my 
dodrines with the moft fa- 
cred and inconteitable fanc- 
tion. 

27 And you allo, who have 
been my con‘tant companions 


See Kuatchbal in loc. 
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from 


Chap. xvi. 


from the commencement of 
ny public miniftry, are wit- 
neffes, what I have taught, 
and how I have lived. 


CHA. Pa 2cy I. 
I I Have faithfully told you 


in what troubles you 
will be involved, that you 
may not be difcouraged by 
them, and be induce to apo- 
{tatize from my religion. 

2 You will be excommu- 
nicated and excluded from an 
attendance on religious wor- 
fhip——The time is approach- 
ing, when you will be held in 
fuch univerfal abhorrence and 
deteftation, that he, who im- 
brues his hands in your blood, 
will really believe that he im- 
molates a moft acceptable 
victim to Ged. 

3 They will purfue you 
with this implacable rage and 
fury, becaufe they hold in 
equal contempt the truths of 
natural relioion with thofe 
which I have revealed. 

4 1 have without referve 
freely delivered to you this 
predi¢tion — that when you 
are involved in thefe evils, 
you. may remember my 
words, and be confirmed in 
the truth of my religion —] 
judged it not prover at the firft 
beginning or my miniftry to 
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direét your view to theie 
forbidding profpedts. 

5 But now I faithfully ex- 
hibit them before your eyes, 
fince I am now arrived at the 
clofe of life, and am fo fhort- 
ly to return to my Father — 
Yet none of you afks me, To 
what manfions I am return- 
Ing? 

6 Inftead of making this 
important enquiry, you fuf- 
fer your hearts to be over- 
whelmed in forrow and dejec- 
tion at the gloomy profpects 
I have opened unto you. 

7 But let me declare with 
the greateft fincerity and 
faithfulnefs That my re- 
moval from you is greatly for 
your advantage—for unlefs I 
leave you, the Comforter will 
not come to you—but * when 
I am gone, I will affuredly 
fend him to fupply my ab- 
fence. 

8 When he comes, he 
wil fhow to the world, in the 
ttrongeft licht, the agorava- 
tion of their oullt——the ne- 
ceffity of holinefs— and the 
fentence that God hath paffed 
upon them: 

9 He will fhow the world 
the ageravation of their cuilt 
—~for rejecting, and ditbe- 
heving me to be a divine 
meflenger. 





£ Not, if I go, implying a doubt whether he would go atall. The 


verb is in the frit aori?, 


see Chip. xiv: 3: 
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10 He will fhow the world 
the neceffity of holinefs—be- 
caufe I go tothe Father, and 
fhall be appeinted by him 
the governour and judge of 

all mankind. 

11 He will fhow men the 
fentence that God hath paffed 
upon the world—becaule that 
idolatry, which hath fo long 
reigned triumphant, fhall be 
dethroned. 

12 I could acquaint you 
with many particulars relat- 
ing to the publication of my 
religion, but I am fenfible 
you wow could not bear the 
mention of them. 

13 But when the fpirit of 
truth comes, he will initiate 
you into a pericct knowledge 
of the whole {cheme and de- 
fion of the gofpel for the 
difcoveries he fhal! reveal to 
you, will not reft upon his 
own authority, but they will 
be communicated to him by 
the Supreme Father of all 
—The important truths, and 
predictions of future events, 
which have been imparted to 
him, he will impart to you. 

wt This civine perion will 
eive a glorious attettation to 
the truth and excellency of 
my rch¢ion— for all the dic- 

tates and countels which J 





* Namely, he would be torn trom 
eifter his refuiredciion. 
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fugcelt to him, 
reveal to you. 

15 The reafon of my fay- 
ing, That | fhall tuegctt to 
him what difcoveries he {hall 
impart to you is, becaule the 
Father hath vefted me with: 
univerfal dominion, and hath 
conftituted me the governour 
of all things. 

16 Ina very little time you 
will ® not fee me —in a very 
very little time you will fee 
me again'— for I am going 
to the Father, fhortly to re- 
eel Ser 

17 Here the difciples faid 
one to another ——What can 
he mean by faying, In a little 
time he will relinquifh us, 
and then in a little time he 
will revifit us? and what 
doth he alfo intend by faying, 
That he is going to the Fa- 
ther ° 

18 We cannot, they faid, 
comprehend the meaning of 
this very obfcure language, 
or affix any clear ideas to fils 
words. 

19 Jefus being contcious 
that they were very deiirous 
he fhould give them an ex- 
plication ot the terms he 
made ule of, faid to them — 
My expreffions, it feems, 
have excited an anxious en- 


Chap. xvi. 


he will freely 





them by death. 
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quiry among you, what | 
meant by faying, That in a 
very fhort time you would 
lofe me, but ina very fhort 
time I fhould reappear among 
you. 

20 Let me folemnly affure 
you, That tho’ at the time when 
J am violently torn from you, 
you will be overwhelmed in 
extreme forrow and dejection, 
while the world 1s elated with 
the higheft traniport and ex- 
ultation—yet your erief and 
defpair fhall foon be convert- 
ed into ecftafies of joy. 

21 Asa woman, the time 
of whofe pregnancy is com- 
pleated, is in her difficult 
hour affircted with the moft 
excruciating pain—yet imme- 
diately after her delivery, be- 
ine congratulated on the birth 
of afon, her heart bounds 
with traniport, and all re- 
membrance of her late an- 
guifh is totally fwallowed up 
and loft in a flood of joy: 

22 juft fo will you, who 
are now funk in forrow and 
defpondency, when I * revifit 
you, indulge the warmeft e- 
motions of the fublimeft joy 
— and the pure tran{ports, 
with which your hearts will 
then be dilated, all the power 
and rage of the world fhall 
never be able to violate and 
diminifh, 
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23 You will at that time 
have no occafion to require 
from me the folution of du- 
bious and difficult queftions 
—For be affured, that what- 
ever affiftance you implore 
the Supreme Father to beftow 
for the confirmation and pro- 
motion of my gofpel, he will 
freely impart it to you. 

24 Hitherto you have re- 
quetted nothing of the Deity, 
as being my difciples — But 
now prefer your petitions to 
God in my name, and you 
fhall not be repulfed, but be 
filled with compleat joy and 
felicity of mind. 

25 Many of the difcourfes, 
which I have delivered to 
you, have been fieurative 
and ob{cure—but the time is 
approaching, when I fhall no 
longer involve my inftructions 
in fiction and fable, but in 
the moft plain and undifguif- 
ed manner reveal to you all 
the truths of that fcheme of 
religion, which infinite wif- 
dom hath planned. 

26 In that day you fhall of- 
fer up your fupplications to 
the Deity in my name—And 
be affured, that it is not 
needful for me to fupplicate 
the Father to beftow upon 
you any bleffing, 

27 for you have rendered 
yourlelves the objects of my 


1 After my refurre¢ction. 
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Father’s love, becaufe you 
liavecever -exprelicd {uch a 
warm and fincere affection for 
me, and are convinced that I 
was commiffioned by him to 
jnftruct the world. 

28 By him wasf originally 
delegated In comphiance 
with his will 1 defcended_ in- 
to the worid—and now again 
am I leaving the world and 
returning to my Father. 

29 Ths diiciples faid to 
him—You now deliver your 
jentiments plainly and undif- 
euifedly, and the language, 
in which you convey them, 
is perfectly intelligible. 

30 We are now convinced 
that you are perfectly ac- 
quainted with every thing 
that pafieth in the human 
heart—and that your all-com- 
prehenfive knowledge antici- 
pates any ' queftions that 
might be propoled to you — 
This knowledge is a demon- 
tration to us, that you are 
honoured with a divine au- 
thority and commiffion. 

31 Jefus faid to them — 
Are you, at length, convin- 
ced that I am a divine mef- 
senger ? 

42 Be affured, however, 
that the hour will very ipeedi- 
ly arrive, when every one of 
you will delert me with the 
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greateft precipitation, and 
abandon me to my fate 
Yet I fhall not be abandoned 
and left alone, for my Fa- 
ther will be prefent with me 
to fupport and aid me. 

33 I have faithfully told 
you thele things, that you 
might be perfectly fatished, 
and have no doubts at all re- 
maining concerning my mil- 
fion and character In the 
world you will conflict with 
many forrows and diftrefles : 
but Jet not the profpect de- 
ject you—Remember that I 
have vanquifhed all the diff- 
culties the world oppoted to 
me. 








CHAP. X¥Il. 
I F TER Jefus had ut- 


tered thefe words, he 
devoutly raifed his eyes to 
heaven, and faid — Merciful 
Father! The hour ts now ar- 
rived !— Be eracioufly pleaf- 
ed to honour thy fon, chat 
thy ion may honour thee! 

2 1 thenk thee that thou 
haft vouchlafed to put into 
his hands the reins of univer- 
fal eovernment, and halt em- 
powered him to beftow a 
blefled and happy i1mmorta- 
lity upon all whom the love 
of virtue hath cngaged to 
embrace his religion. 

3 The fole condiuion which 


} 


! He had anticipated and aniwered feveral quohions ther imtended to 


have rropoied to tim. 


Seu erie 19. 
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entitles the virtuous to the 
pofleflion of eternal lite is to 
acknowledge and obey thee, 
the one fupreme God, and 
Jefus the Viefiah, whom thou 
hafft fent. 

4. | have anfwered the great 
and qlorious ends of thy mo- 
ral government on earth—] 
have faithfully difcharged the 
arduous province which thy 
wifdom affigned me! 

5 Be pleafed, therefore, O 
God! to reinftate me in that 
dignity and glory which I en- 
joyed “ near thy perfon be- 
fore this worla was called into 

exiftence. 

6 I have dilcovered thy 
perfections and will to thofe, 
whom a fincere regard to thee 
and to virtue powerfully en- 
caged to forfake the example 
of a depraved world and ad- 
here to me—Previous to their 
embracing my doctrines they 
were thy votaries Thou 
didit, therefore, give them to 
me, and they have faithfully 
obeyed my inftructions. 

7 And they are now con- 
vinced, upon the ftrongeft 
evidence, that all the powers 
and authority, which thou 
haft enabled me to exert and 
difplay, are originally deriv- 
ed from thee! 

8 For the doctrines thou 
commanded{t me to teach, 1 
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have communicated to them 
— Thefe have they freely 
embraced and obeyed, and 
are in the moft indubitabie 
manner perfuaced that I came 
from thee, and was commil- 
fioned by thee to initruct 
mankind. 

Thefe my felec 
faithful affociates I devoutiy 
recommend to thy favour and 
bleffing !—The world is nov 
fo much the immediate ob- 
jeck or this? my ferventvad- 
drefs to thee — but I preter 
this prayer to thee, O Father! 
humbly imploring thee to pro- 
tect and befriend thoie whom 
a fincere love to thee and to 
virtue excited to embrace my 
religion. 

10 For all my followers are 
thy votaries and thy vo- 
taries are my converts — and 
their confpicuous virtue hath 
greatly redounded to my ho- 
nour. 

11 And now I am going 
to quit the world and return 
to thee—but thefe my belov- 
ed followers I leave in the 
world, expoled to all its for- 
rows and viciffitudes :-—Mer- 
ciful Father! preferve by 
thine almighty power and in- 
finite goodneis thofe, whom 


AG 





| a facred recard to thce powes- 


fully induced to adhere te 
me Grant that the fame 
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union, which fubfitts between 
us, may be cemented among 
them ! 

12 When I was perfonally 
prefent with them I kept 
them inviolably attached to 
thy caufe Of that fociety, 
which was collected to me by 
thine appointment, I have loft 
only one member—a deprav- 
edand incorrigible creature— 
by means of whole perfidy 
the fcripture, which predict- 
ed my fufterings and death, 
will be accomplifhed. 

12 1 am now, O God! 
fhortly to return to thee—and 
I fay this in their prefence, 
in order that their dejected 
{pirits may be reinvigorated, 
and their breafts be filled with 
confolation. 

14 I have inftruéted them 
in the truths thou didft com- 
miffion me to reveal but 
forembracing theie truths and 
affociating with me they have 
drawn upon them the irre- 
concileable hatred of the 
world—merely becaufe their 
views and principles are not 
fecular, but infinitely elevat- 
ed above this vain and tranfi- 
tory life. 

15 I do not bee that thou 
wouldeft remove them out of 
the world I only implore 
thee, that thou wouldett, of 
thine infinite mercy, preferve 
them from apoftaly and vice. 

16 Their coverning prin- 
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ciples befpeak them not of 
this world, fince they regard 
its prevailing interefts, as I 
have done, with contempt. 

17 Poffefs their minds with 
the facred influence of true re- 
ligion—the dottrines, which 
thou appointedft me to deli-: 
ver to the world, are the on- 
ly fyitem of true religion. 

18 As thou didft originally 
delegate me to be thy mef- 
fenger to mankind; fo have 
I deputed them to be my 
meffengers to mankind. 

1g And upon their ac- 
count have I devoted myfelf 
fully to execute thy will, 
that they may be conlecrated 
to the fervice and promotion 
of true religion. 

20 But it is not for them 
only that I intercede with thee 
at this time—TI implore thee 
eracioufly to fuccour and blefs 
thofe, who fhall, in future 
time by their teftimony, be 
convinced of the truth of my 
religion. 

21 I entreat thee, that all 
my followers may be formed 
into one harmonious fociety 
by the fame endearing and 
intimate union that fubfifts 
betwixt us !—that from their 
focial uninterrupted concord 
and love the world may be 
convinced that thou haft fent 
me. 

22 The fame glorious de- 
fen which thou ordainedft 

mic 
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me to promote have I ap- 
ule them to execute 
in order that by the greatnets 
of this arduous province, in 
which«they are all engaged, 
they might be as infeparably 
united to each other as we 
are. 

22 Let the fame union, that 
fubfitteth betwixt us, cement 
them to me and toeach other 
— that they may all be con- 
joined in one perfectand una- 
nimous fociety in order 
that the world may be con- 
vinced that thou hait invetted 
me with a divine authority, 
and that thou induleeft for 
them the fame affection and 
love with which thou waft 
pleafed to diftingeuifh me! 

24 O merciful Father! I 
defire and implore thee that 
all chofe, whofe virtuous dif- 
pofitions fhall lead them to 
embrace my gofpel may be 
introduced into thofe happy 
feats where I refide, to fhare 
my felicity, and to fee that 
Mluftrious dignity and honour 
to which thou hait exalted 
me — for before this world 
was called into exiftence, I 
was an object of thy love. 

25 O God, moft holy! the 
world is unacquainted with 
thy perfections and counfels 
—-but thou haft favoured me 
with the cleareft knowledge 
and perception of them—and 
thefe my beloved companions 


4 








by JOHN. : 


i 


Cry 


are convinced that I am a 
meflenger from thee. 

26 To them have I reveal- 
ed thy great and -clorious de- 
fisns—— and will continue to 
make to them farther di{co- 
veries of thy will; in order 
that the love, with which thou 
haft diftincuifhed me, may 
reign amonett them, and that 
they may be indiffolubly unit- 
ed to me! 


CHAP. XVIII. 
W/ HEN Jefus had 4. 


nifhed the forecoing 
addrefs to God, he croffed the 
brook Cedron — and entered 
into a garden accompanied 
with his difciples. 

2 The traitor Judas was 
aii acquainted with this 
place, as Jefus and his com- 
panions had very often re- 
forted hither. 

3 Judas, therefore, taking 
with him an armed body of 
Roman foldiers, and fome of- 
ficers that belonged to the 
guards of the hich prieits and 
Pharifees, came directly to 
this place, with a great num- 
ber of lamps and flambeaus. 


4 Jefus, who hada perfect 


xnowledge of all the fuffer- 


ings in which he was going 
to “be involved, went out of 
the garden, and faid to them 
—Who ; is it you are in fearch 
ore 

« \elus 
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5 Jefus of Nazareth, they 
replied —— Jefus then faid to 
them—TIJ am the perfon—The 
traitor Judas was at the head 
of them. 

6 No fooner had he told 
them that he was the perion, 
but that moment they were 
al] violently ftruck back, and 
‘reli profirate on the ground. 

7 Jefus again afked them 
—~ Who is it you are in fearch 
ot?— They faid—Jelus of 
Nazareth, 

S I am then, faid he, the 
object of your enguiries—But 
{ince your defign is to feize 
mic, fuffer thefe my compa- 
nions to depart unmoletted. 

9 So that his words, which 
we have recited above, were 
accomphifhed — ‘+ Of that fe- 
fect fociety, which was col- 
lected. to me by thine ap- 
pointment, I have not loit 
one member.” 

10 But when Simon Peter 
now iaw the violence they in- 
tended againft his maiter, he 
inftantly drew his {word, and 
aimed a blow at one or the 
high prieft’s fervants, andcut 
off his right ear —-The {fer- 
vant’s name was Malchus. 
11 Jefus feeing this action 
of Peter, faid to htrs—Sheath: 
thy fword—-Ought not T with 
cheartulnefs and compolure 
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which my heavenly Father 
hath afhened me! 

12 Immediately then the 
Roman officer and his cohort, 
attended by the officers of the 
Jews, rufhed upon Jefus, 
feized and bound him. 

13 And they carried him 
before Annas but he fent 
him to Cataphas his fon-in- 
law, who was, at that time, 
high prieft. 

14 It was this Cataphas 
who told the Sanhedrim 
“© That it was highly expedi- 
ent that the lite of one indi- 
vidual fhould be facrificed to 
preferve the public welfare, 
rather than that the whole 
community fhould be fatally 
endangered.” 

15 Simon Peter and * an- 
other difciple followed at 
fome diftance this body ot 
men that had apprehended 
Jefus—and that diiciple, be- 
ing not unknown to the high 
prieft, went in with Jefus in- 
to the hich prieil’s palace. 

16 But Peter, not daring 
to enter in, flopped at the 
oate—this difciple, therefore, 
with whom the high prieft 
was not unacquainted, ipoke 
to the maid fervent, who kep: 
the door; and got Peter ad- 
mitted, 

as 
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This fervant faid to 


to fubmit co that acitiny, | Peter, after his admifion —- 


a Se. Fete, the Weiter of this hiltory. 
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Are not you one of this man’s 
difciples >—He aniwered that 


he never was. 

18 The guards and do- 
meftics of the high prieft had 
made a fire, as the weather 
was now very cold, and form- 
ed a circle rcund it — In this 
company Feter mixed, and 
ftood along with them at the 
fire. 

—19g Wuen Jefus was 
brought before the high prieft 
he interrogated him about his 
difciples, and what doctrines 
he had delivered. 

20 Jelus faid to him—My 
doctrines I have publifhed o- 
penly to the worid—TI have 
always delivered my initruc- 
tions in the fynagogue or in 
the temple, ‘in places of the 
oreateft concourie— I never 
courted obfcurity and foli- 
tude, in which to-ipread and 
propagate my doctrines. 

21 Why do you interro- 
gate me concerning the na- 
ture ef my infiructions ? 
Examine thofe who were my 
auditors what doétrines | 
publickly taught — they can 
give you a true and faithful 
account of what I delivered. 

22 When Jefus had fatJ 
this, one of the officers who 
Steed by firuck him, and {aid 
~——Is this the manner in which 
you aniwer the high prieft ? 

22 Jefus turned and {aid 
to him——If I have violated 

Ver. I, 
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truth, make it publickly 
appear that I have {o—but if 
I have faid nothing but what 
is {trictly true, how unjuft is 
if in you to frie me } 

§—24 Annas, as I have 
mentioned above, had fent 
Jefus bound to Caiphas the 
high prieft. 

25 In whofe palace, as 
Peter was at the fire warming 
himlelf; the company about 
him faid to him—Are not you 
one of his foilowers ? He 
declared he never was. 

26 After this, one of the 
high prieft’s fervants, who 
was anear relation to him, 
whote ear Peter had ftruck 
off, faid to him — Did not I 
fee you with him in the gar- 
den? 

27 Peter aflerted in the 
moit folemn terms, that he 
was not along with him there 
—no iooner had he pronoun- 
ced the words, but the cock 
crowed. 

§—28 From the palace of 
Ce they conducted Je- 
lus, very early the next morn- 
ing, to the Roman preto- 
rium —= but they themielves 
entered not within the przeto- 
rium, for fear of contracting 
pollution, as they were now 
celebrating the great pafchal 
folemaity. 

29 Pilate being informed. 
that the Jews were waiting 
in a body, went out to them, 
Aa and 
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and faid What are the 
crimes you alledge againtt 
this prifoner ? 

30 They faid to him—-- 
Had he not been a moit noto- 
rious malefactor, we never 
would have brought him be- 
fore your tribunal. 

31 Pilate faid to them— 
Do you judge him yourtelves, 
and inflict what penalty your 
law-prefcribes—The Jews re- 
plied—We are not permitted 
to inflict capital punifhment 
upon any one. 

32 Herein was the predic. 
tion of Jefus exactly fulfilled, 
who exprefsly told his difci- 
ples, To what kind of death 
he would be condemned by 
the Heathens. 

33 Pilate then went into 
the preetorium, and ordered 
Tefus to attend him —When 
alone, the procurator faid to 
him——Do you affume the title 
of Kine of Judzea? 

34 Jefus faid to him— Do 
you afk me this from your ows 
judgment——or have vou re- 
ceived information from o- 
thers, that I affected regal 
honours 

35 Pilate faid to hin— J 
am a ftranger to the religious 
cuftoms and opinions of the 
Jews—your own countrymen 
and the high priefts have pub- 
lickly brought you betore my 
tribunal | What hatt thou 
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done to merit this public im- 


peachmient ° 
36 Jefus faid tohim—My 
‘singdom is not of this world 


—ii my kingdom were of the 


fame nature with other earth- 
ly kingdoms, my fervants 
would have taken up arms 
and fought to refcue me from 
the hands of my enemies—— 
But mine is not a fecular 
kingdom. 

37 Pilate faid to him-—— 
Are you then no king? 
Yes, rephed Jefus, ‘Tama 
king—for to erect a kingdom 
I was called into exiftence— 
to erect a kinedom I defcend: 
ed into this world—For I was 
fent to publith truth among 
mankind -——- Every friend to 
truth 1s my willing and obe- 
dient fubject. 

38 Pilate faid to him-— 
What do you mean by truth? 
— Waving faid this, not ftay- 
ing for an aniwer, he went 
out to the Jews who ftood 
waiting, and faid to them—lI 
do not find any thing crimi- 
nal in this perion’s conduct : 

39 As it hath therefore 
been cuftomary for me at the 
paflover to releale any one 
prfoner whole pardon you {o- 
licit—are you willing I fhould 
now acquit this perfon whom 
you call the king of the 
Jews? 

40 At this they all rained 

one 
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one general confufed clamour, 
repeating ——Do not releate 
him——kReleafe Barabbas — 
This Barabbas was a notori- 
ous robber. 


CHAP. XIX. 
ILATE then ordered 


Jefus to be fcourged. 

2 After this was inflicted, 
the Roman foldiers compoi- 
ing a wreath of thorns fixed 
it on his head for a crown, 
and invefted him with a pur- 
ple robe. 

3 They then approached 
him with mock homage, cry- 
ineo—Hail, O thou illuftrious 
fovereign of the Jews !——at 
the fame time ftriking lim 
with their hands. 

4 After the foldiers had 
offered him thefe wanton in- 
fults, Pilate went out a fe- 
cond time tothe Jews, and 
faid to them I bring this 
perfon before you, and pub- 
lickly declare, that 1 am per- 
fuaded of his innocence. 

4 Jefus then came forward 
upon the pavement, wearing 
the thorny crown, and array- 
ed inthe miock purple veft 
—Pilate, turning to the af- 
fembly, faid Behold the 
man ! 

6 But when the high 
priefts and their creatures aw 
him, they pierced the air 
with their cries, repeating 
with the moft vehement vo- 
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ciferation Crucify him! 
Crucify him !—-Pilate faid to 
them—If you are determined 
he fhall fuffer capital punith- 
ment, take him and crucify 
him yourfelves—But I pub- 
lickly proteft, That Iam per- 
fuaded he 1s innocent. 

7 The Jews then faid to 
him—Our law adjudges him 
to death for the impious blaf- 
phemy he hath been ecuilty 
of, in affuming the title of the 
fon ot God. 

8 When Pilate heard this, 
he was more emoarraffled than 
ever, how to act. 

He therefore ordered 
Jefus to follow him into the 
pretorium, and afked him 
the place of his nativity—But 
Jefus made no reply. 

10 Lhe procurator then 
faid to him —- Do you refuie 
to aniwer my enquiries ? — 
Do not you know that the 
fole power either of con- 
demning or acquitting you 1s 
lodged in me? 

11 The power and autho- 
rity, anfwered Jefus, waicn 
you now exercile is, } am 
fenfible, wholly der ived from 
the — maleaaes for which 
reafon the high pricit who de- 
livered me into your hancs, 
and exerts every effort to in- 
{tigate you to pais the {cn- 
tence cf death no ime, 1S 
more to be blamed than you 
are. 
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12 ° This anfwer made 
fuch an impreffion upon P1- 
Jate, that it determined him 
to endeavour to procure his 
rcleate—But the Jews on the 
firft mention cr his intentions, 
railed the moft violent and 
outrageous clamours, crying 
out—if you acquit this man, 
you tor ever forfeit all regards 
and obedience to the Emper- 
our—lHte, who affumes the 
title of fovereign, is a rebel 
to the Emperour. 

13 When the procurator 
heard thele affertions, he 
brought Jetus out of the pre- 
torium, and fat on the tribu- 
nal, which was erected on a 
raifed ftage, paved with mar- 
ble Such a ftructure is in 
Hebrew called Gabbatha, in 
Greek Lithoftroton. 

14 The day, in which this 
traniaction happened, was the 
Preparation, and it was about 
nine o’clock in the morning 
— Pilate, being feated, faid to 
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the Jews——Behold your fo- 
vereion ! 

15 “But at this they all raif- 

ed a loud and vehement cla- 
mour, fhouting—D)rag him to 
the crofs! Drag him to the 
crofs! We acknowledge no 
fovereien but Czefar! 

16 To their urgent impor- 
tunity the procurator at Jaft 
yielded, and paffed upon him 
the fentence of crucifixion— 
The Roman foldiers then took 
him away, 

17 Jefus bore the crofs to 
the place of public execution, 
called in Llebrew Golyotha, 
which tranflated fignifies, Ze 
place of frulls. 

18 Here they crucified 
him ® between two condem- 
ned malefactors. 

19 Over his head Pilate 
wrote and fixed up this in- 
{cription — Jesus of Naza- 
RETH, THE KING OF THE 
Jews. 

20 As the place of execu- 
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oF THTY doth nat fignify from thts time, as if Pilate had made no efforts 


before sévs, to fave Jefus. 


CG au P- 342. Ee Tere sherovTo Te Torre : 
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But it henifies, On this account, for this reason. 
ku tute dn Tor Acunyior cee7e : Upon fogs he afkes the frmenzan. 


Nero oph. 
Upon r/is they all followed, 
this he gives them pledges, 
ie: ‘ton this he fends another, p. 198. 


U'for 


PErrecQev vas enren4ev, St.John hath been blamed for this phrafe as be- 


ing not pure Greek. 


the polit tet writers. 
4c. 420. 459. Edis. Hutch. Svo. 


Dr. Beniley 1 in his propo! fals for Re 2 Greek 
ele ument hach changed it into ergpeuh: '! wz tye 9 
he is juilly cenfured by Dr. Afpddleter. 


, for which liberty 
hi Aey wer e9-y 18 often ufed by 
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tion was very near the city, 
creat numbers of the Jews 
read this inicription — It was 
written in Hebrew, Greek, 
and Roman characters. 

21 With this infcription 
the hich priefts were difgult- 
ed—and waiting upon Pilate, 
they begged he would alter 
it; and not write in direct 
terms that he was the king 
of the Jews, but only that 
he himfelf effumed this title. 

22 But Pilate peremptorily 
refuled telling them he 
would nor alter a fingle letter 
of the infeription. 

23 The four foldiers, who 
nailed him to the crofs, after 
it was erected, divided his 
cloaths into four parts, and 
took each a part— but upon 
examining his tunic, it was 
excepted out of this divifion 
—tor ‘t was found to be knit 
from top to bottom without 
a feam. 

24 Upon their perceiving 
this, they faid one to another 
—Let us by no means tear 
this, but let us caft lots for 
it—A circumftance fimilar to 
one which the Pfalmift men- 
tions in the following paffage 
—‘ They made a divifion of 
my apparel, and caft lots for 
ie 
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25 There ftood by the crofs 
of Jefus his mother, his mo- 
ther’s fitter Mary the wife of 
Cleophas and Mary Magda- 
lene. | 

26 When Jefus faw his 
mother, and * that difciple, 
whom he had ever diftin- 
suifhed with his love, ftand- 
ing by him, he faid to his 
mother—Regard that perion 
as your fon! 

27 He then faid to that 
difciple—And do you regard 
her as your mother ! — This 
difciple accordingly from that 
day took hertohisown ‘ houfe, 
and treated her as a parent. 

28 After this Jefus know- 
ing that all the circumftances 
that attended his fufferings, 
had exactly correfponded to 
the fcripture predictions, faid, 
Chat he was thirty. 

29 Immediately upon this 
the foldiers on duty took a 
fpunge, filled ic with vinegar 
from a veffel they had there 
with them, and fixing it to 
a ftalk of hyffop, put it to 
his mouth, 

30 When Jefus had tafted 
the vinegar, he faid — The 
prophecies are all accomplifh- 
ed His head then funk 
upon his bofom, and he 
breathed his laft. 





¢ St. John the writer of this hiftory. 
* Her hufband Jofeph was now dead, 
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31 The day, on which Je- 
fus was crucified, was, as hath 
been remarked above, the 
Preparation — and the next 
day enfuing being the grand 
pafchal fabbath, that this fa- 
cred folemnity micht not be 
violated by the bodies of the 
criminais hanging on their 
crofles, the Jews went‘in a 
body to the procurator, and 
folicited it as a favour, that 
he would give orders, that 
their legs might be broken, 
and their bodies taken down. 

--g2 Pilate therefore § dif- 
patched his orders to the fol- 
diers on duty, who broke the 
Jegs of thofe two malefactors, 
who were ér ucified along: wien 
Jefus. 

33 But when they came to 
Jefus, finding him already 
dead, they thought it unne- 
ceffary to break his legs. 

34 But one of the foldiers 
pierced his fide with a {pear, 
and inftantly there iffued trom 
the wound a mixture of blood 
and water. 

35 Of this fact the writer 
of this hiftory was an eye-wit- 
nefs, and publickly  attefts 
its truth — And being con- 
vinced himfelf of the veracity 
of what he afferts, records it 
with noother yiew but to con- 
vince others. 

36 ‘Vhefe two circum- 
ftances, the piercing his fide, 
but not breaking his legs, 
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were fimilar to two others, 
recorded in the following paf- 
fages of icripture— A bone 
ot it fhall not be broken.” 

37 ‘They fhall look on 
him whom they have pierced 
witha lance.” 

§—35 Arrer this Jofeph 
of Anmathz Sa 2 Saha who 
was convinced that Jeius was 
the Meifiah, fer dared not 
publickly avow lus fentiments 
for fear of the refentment of 
the Jews, waited upon Pilate, 
and begged he would give 
him the body of Jefus—The 
procurator granting his re- 
quett, he went and took it 
down from the crofs. 

39 Nicodemus alfo, the 
fame perlon, who formerly 
had a private interview with 
Jefus in the night, came to 
pay his pious refpect to the 
deceafed, and broueht with 
hima large quantity of myrrh 
and aloes mi: ced, of immenie 
value, to embalm his body. 

40 Thefe two took down 
the body of Jefus, and after 
they had wrapped it in the a- 
romatic ipices, they f{wathed 
it in linen rollers, according 
to the Jewifh rite of fepulture. 

41 Near to the place, where 
he was crucified, there was a 
garden, and in this garden a 
new monument, in which no 
corpie had yet been depofited. 

42 In this tomb, as it lay 
convenient, and as it was the 

preparation, 
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preparation, they interred his 
remains. 


CHAP. XxX. 
ae © firftt day of 


the week, very early 
in the morning, before the 
darknefs of the night was 
difpelled, Mary Magdalene 
went to vifit the tomb— but 
upon her approaching it, fhe 
found the {tone, that covered 
its entrance, removed: 

2 Struck with aftonifh- 
ment at this unexpected cir- 
cumftance, fhe returned in 
the utmoft precipitation to 
inform Simon Peter and * an- 
other difciple whom Jefus dif- 
tineuifhed with his love — 
and ina great fright told them 
that the body of their mafter 
was moift certainly ftolen out 
of the tomb, and depofited 
we know not where. 

3 Alarmed at this account 
Peter and the other difciples 
immediately haited to the mo- 
nument, } 

4 They both ran with all 
the fpeed they could exert 
— but the other difciple out- 
{tripped Peter, and arriving 
frit at the fepulchre, 

5 did not enter into it, but 
ftooping down faw the linen 
rollers lying along. 

6 After fome time Peter 
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came up, and going within 
the tomb faw alfo the rollers 
lying along, 

7 and the napkin, which 
was wrapped round his head, 
did not lye adjoining to the 
rollers, but lay at fome dif- 
tance from them, folded as 
it was ac firft. 

8 After Peter had vifited 
the infide of the tomb, the 
other difciple went down — 
and upon viewing every thing, 
really believed that the corpte 
was f{tolen away. 

9 For they did not as yet 
underftand thofe prophecies 
of fcripture, which exprefsly 
predict his refurreétion from 
the dead. 

10 The two difciples being 
convinced that the body was 
gone, returned to their own 
homes. 

§—i1 Bur Mary ftill con- 
tinued at the tomb, {tanding 
on the outfide bathed in tears 
—But in this excefs of grief, 
ftooping down to view the in- 
fide of the monument, 

12 fhe faw two aneels § in 
white robes, fitting one at the 
head, the ether at the feet, 
where the body of Jefus had 
lately been depofited. 

13 Thefe heavenly meffen- 
gers then faid to her — Wo- 
man! why do you weep ? — 
She faid to them — becaufe 


* St. John. 
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fome perfons. have itolen the 
body of my deceafed lord, 
and I know not whither they 
have conveyed it. 

14. When fhe had sade 
this reply fhe turned back 
and faw Jcfus ftanding by her 
—fhe did not however know 
that ic was him. 

15 Jelus faid to her -——- 
Woman! what is the caufe 
of your tears? — Who is it 

oti are. in fearch of ?—~ She 
imagining him to be the gar- 
dencr, {a3 <i—Do, Sic! ific was 
you who conveyed the corpie 
away, tell me whither you 
ave removed it, that I may 
pay it its due honours. 

16 Jelus then ca.led her 
by her name fhe turned, 
looked at him, knew him — 
and in a tranfport faid Rad- 
boni ! — which tranflated fig- 
nies, My mafter ! 

17 Jefus faid to her-——— 
You need not embrace me 
with that exeefs of tender- 
nefs, as if I fhould imme- 
diately quit you — My con- 
tinuance with you, before | 
afcend to my Father, will be 
for fome time — But do you 
inftantly go to my brethren, 
and tell them that I fhall 
afcend to my Father and their 
Father, to my God and their 
God. 
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_ 18 Tranfported with’ joy 
Mary. Magdalene halted to 
the difciples, and in an ec- 
ftaly of ‘rapture told them 
that fhe had feen Jefus—and 
that he had fent her to deli- 
ver the above meffage. 

§—1g In the evening of 
the tant day, which was rhe 
nri day of the week, the dil- 
ciples were met together ina 
private apartment, and had 
{trongly fecured the doors for 
fear of the Jews—Here while 
they were engaged j In anxious 
deliberation jefus * entered 
the room, and fttanding in 
the midit of the company fa- 
luted them in his ufual friend- 
ly and familiar manner. 

20 Tic then fhowed them 
his hands, that had been 
pierced by the nails, and his 
lide that had been wounded 
by the {pear — The difcipies, 
convinced it was their lord, 
were filled with unutterable 


joy. 


at Jefus faluted them a- 
gain, wifhing them all divine 
and human “happines, a 
telling them, that as his F 
ther had jent him to we 
the world, fo he in like man- 
ner now commiffioned and 
appointed them to reform and 
teach mankind. 

22 Atter he had faid this,: 


t By removing the bolts by his miraculous power. 


he 


Chap. xx. 
he breathed upon them, and 
faid—Receive the effufion of 
the holy {pirit. 

23 You fhall be endowed 
with full power to publifh 
the gofpel, and be qualified 
to declare to men infallibly 
on what terms their vices will 
be pardoned or punifhed. 

§—24 But Thomas called 
Didymus, one of the twelve 
difciples, happened not to be 
one of the company, when 
Jefus now exhibited himfelf 
to them. 

25 When the other dif- 
ciples, .therefore, faw Tho- 
mas afterwards, they told 
him that they had feen their 
lord—but he faid to them— 
I will never believe it, unlefs 
I fee and teel in his hands the 
mark of the nails; and un- 
leis I am convinced by feel- 
ing his fide that was pierced 
by the {pear. 

26 Bight days after this, 
the difciples being again all 
affembled together, and Tho- 
mas now one of the company, 
Jefus by his miraculous pow- 
er “removing the bolts by 
which they had faftened the 
doors, came into the midit 
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of the room among them, 
and wifhed thet all felicity. 

27 He then turned and 
faid to Thomas-———View my 
hands—feel with thy fingér 
the fcar of the wounds—han- 
dle and explore my fide—Be 
not incredulous, be difpofed 
to receive conviction. 

28 Thomas then cried out 
in amazement—my lord! my 
God! 

29 Jefus faid to him—— 
You are convinced, Thomas, 
of the identity of my perfon, 
merely becaufe you have had 
the teftimony of your fenfes— 
be affured that thofe difcover 
a better difpofition, who tho’ 
they have not ocular demon- 
{tration, yet are perfuaded of 
my being a divine meffenget 
from the evidences I have 
produced. | 

§—30 ANnpd many other 
proots, befide thefe I have 
recited, did Jefus after his 
refurrection exhibit before all 
his difciples, to convince them 
of the reality of his perfon. 

31 But thefe I have re- 
corded are abundantly fuf- 
ficient to convince men that 
Jefus is the great Meffiah, 


“ Thus Homer defcribes Mercury fhooting the bolts and opening the 
gates by an exertion of his divine power. 5 


Toit SY ep urvey eyeue SMaxtopG Apyeipovrns 
Tiaow? apae JY wile muras nal atacev ovat, 
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and, in a moft diftineuifhed 
manner, the fon of God— 
and are written with no other 


view but to convince men of 


the truth of his religion, and 
that being convinced, they 
may obtain that bleffed im- 
mortality, which he 1s autho- 
rized to beftow. 


CTA. AXE 


ESUS afterwards dif- 

covered himielf at the 

fea of Tiberias to his difciples 
in the following manner. 

2 Simon Peter, Thomas 
cailed Didymus, Nathanael 
of Cana in Galilee, the two 
fons of Zebedee, and two 
more of his dilciples, hap- 
pening to be all together, 

3 Peter faid to them — J 
intend to follow my former 
occupation, and~ fhall now 
directly v0 a fifhing — The 
reft of the company faid to 
him—We will then go along 
with you—Accordingly they 
all immediately wenton board 
a fifhine veflel but that 
night had no fuccefs. 

4 The next morning Jefus 
ftood on the fhore— the dif- 





ciples, however, did not know | 
the net to fhore, replete with 


it was him. 
5 Jelus called to them and 
afked them, ifthey had caught 
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any thing — Nothing at all, 
they replied. 

6 He then faid to them— 
Throw tn the net to the right 
of your boat, and you will 
meet with fuccefs—T hey caft 
the net where he had direct- 
ed, but were not able to draw 
it to land by reafon of the 
prodigious number of fifhes 
it incloted. 

7 The difciple, whom 
Jefus diftinguifhed with his 
love, faid to Peter— It muft 
be our malter ! —Peter hear- 
ing this immediately girded 
his fifher’s coat about him, 
and with eager impatience to 
fee him flung himfelf into the 
water to * walk to fhore. 

8 But the reft of the dit- 
ciples, who were but about 
fixty paces from fhore, ad- 
vanced forward, tho’ but 
flowly, as the boat heavily 
dragged after it fuch a pro- 
digious quantity of fifh. 

g Upon their landing, they 
fav a fire burning, a fith 
broiling upon it, and tome 
bread laid. 

10 Jefus faid to them — 
Bring fome of the fifles you: 
have now caught. 

11 Peter went and drageed 


one hundred fifty and three 
large filhes-——Yet tho’ there: 


x He knew it was fhallow, and would not wait the flow motion of the 
hoat, heavily dragging after it fuch a quantity of fith. 


A 
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was fuch a prodigious num-— 


ber, the net was not broken. 

12 Jefus faid to them 
Come and take fome refrefh- 
ment By this time they 
were all fo fully convinced 
that it was Jefus, that no one 
now afked him who he was. 

13 Jefus then took bread 
and fifh, and diftributed a- 
mong his difciples. 

14. This was the third time 
that Jefus diftovered himielf, 
after his refurrection, to his 
difciples in a body. 

15 After they had fimfhed 
their repaft, Jefus turned to 
Peter and faid to him-——S}- 
mon! do you love me with a 
more ftrong and intenfe affec- 
tion than any of this com- 
pany ?— Peter replhied—You 
are con{cious, Sir! of the fin- 
cerity of my love to you —- 
Jefus faid to him, Feed my 
lambs. | 

16 Jelus faid to him a fe- 








cond time—-Simon ! do you | 


love me with an affection fu- 
periour to any of thefe ?— 
You know, Sir! he anfwered, 
the fervency of my love for 
you-——Jefusiaid to him, Feed 
my fheep. 

17 Jeius faid to him a third 
time Simon ! is your love 
for me more fervent than 
theirs P—Peter by his repeat- 
ing the fame queftion three 
times, thinking he queftion- 
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ed the fincerity of his regards 
for him, was greatly affected 


j and. iaid —- I can appeal, Sir! 


to your confcioufnels of the 
human heart for the ardour 
of my love Jefus faid to 
him, Feed my fheep. 

18 Be aflured, added he, 
of the truth of what I am go- 
ing to declare to you— When 
you was young, you exulted 
in your activity and liberty, 
and went unmolefted where- 
ever your inclination led you 
—But when you are old, this 
your liberty will be abridged, 
your hands be confined, and 
you be conducted at the plea- 
{ure of another. a 
19 In thefe words Jefus 
expreisly predicted and de- 
fcribed the particular circum- 
{tances of that death, which 
Peter was afterwards to fuffer 
for the gofpel—-When Jefus 
had fpoken this he ordered 
Peter to follow him. 

20 Peter turning and feeing 
that difciple following him, 
whom Jefus loved with a dif- 
tinguifhed affection, and who, 
at the pafchal fupper, reclin- 
ed on his bofom, afked him 
to difcover to him the perfon 
who was to betray him: 

21 Peter feeing him, faid 
to Jefus—Pleafe, Sir! to in- 
form me what future fortune 
awaits this perfon ? 

22 Jetus faid to him—Sup- 


pofe 





364 
pofe it is my defire he fhould 
continue in life ’till the time 
of my coming, how doth it 
concern you '—Do you fol- 
low me. 

23 The words which Jefus 
now {poke relative to this dif- 
ciple, gave rife to an opinion, 
which the other apoftles 
maintained — That this dif- 
ciple would never die—Tho’ 
Jefus never afferted any fuch 
thine—He only faid, ‘* If it 
was his defire that this apoftle 
fhould continue in being till 
the time of his coming, what 
concern was It to Peter.” 

24 The difciple who at- 
tefts thefe facts is the writer 


* The deftruétion of Jerufalem. 


The Hiftory of Jesus. 


Chap. xxi. 


of this hiftory — who is him- 
felf convinced of the truth 
and veracity of what he hath 
recorded. 

25 But were all the par- 
ticular miracles, actions, and 
difcourfes of Jefus to be mi- 
nutely and = circumftantially 
recorded, for there were a 
great many more than thofe 
that have been publifhed, the 
confeguence would be, I am 
perfuaded, that the world 
would never? receive and em- 
brace a religion, whofe hiftory 
was contained in fuch a vait 
number of large volumes as 
the life of Chrift would then 
neceffarily compote. 


2 ywoew frequently fignines to receive, admit. ‘* All cannot receive 


this faying yewpyss. Matth. xix. 11. He that can receive it, let him 
receive it. OD uraysrG yopetr, xwpette. Matth. xix. iz. Receive us, 
NopngaTe AjLaG> 2 Cor. Vl. 2. To Totsrov aEISOv & Y wpe Wposortsy. 
Such a dinner doth not admit treachery. Plutarch Lycurg. p. 86. Edit. 
Steph. 8vo. Chriltians alone have received the truth. Marous Se xprsi- 
avous tuv aanbesrav xeveonxever. Theophilus ad Autolycum, p. 110. 
Paris 1636. As man could receive him. Q¢ av§ro7G- avtov yepey 
ywSuvero. Jreneus Grabe 379. Able to receive the revelation of the word. 
origal. Cl, Alex. p.79. Paris 1629. 
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ACTS or rHe APOSTLES. 


Corus. 1: 


1 YN the firft Volume I 
gave you, O Theo- 
philus, a minute detail of 
the miracles which Jefus per- 
formed, and of the doétrines 
which he taught. 
2 The hiftory of thefe 
tranfactions was brought 
down to the day of his af- 
fumption into heaven, after 
he had juft delivered his laft 
in{tructions to thofe apoftles 
whom he had chofen by the 
direction of the holy {pirit. 
3 To thefe his fele& com- 
panions the frequently, after 
his crucifixion, exhibited him- 
felf altve — giving them, for 
the {pace of forty days, the 
ampleft conviction of the 
identity of his perfon 
repeatedly converfing with 
them in an open and undif- 
guifed manner and dil- 








courfing to them of the na-: 
ture of the Mefiiah’s king- 


don). 


4 Being all collected to. 





] gether he charged them not 


to feparate from Jerufalem, 
but to continue there in a 
body, and wait the accom- 
plifhment of that divine pro- 
mife, of which he had given 
them the ftrongeft affurances. 

5 Telling them, that John 

baptized only with water, but 
that they would, in a few 
days, be baptized with the 
holy {pirit. 
6 The difciples, who were 
now all prefent, then afked 
him—Sir! do you intend at 
this time to break off the 
Roman yoke, and to inveft 
fraei with univerfal dominion? 
7 He aniwered— It is no 
part of your duty folicitoufly 
to pry into thefe perieds and 
difpenfations, the knowledge 
of which the moft High hath 
folely referved to himfelf as 
his great prerogative. 

8 Let it fuffice you to be 
affured, That you fhall re- 
ceive the powerful effufion of 
the holy {pinit, and that you 
fhall be enabled to propagaze 

the 
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the tranfactions of which you 
have been witnefies, not only 
in Jerufalem, and in all Ju- 
dza and Samaria, but to the 
remoteft limits of the worid, 

g When he had faid this, 
they faw. him clevated from 
the earth—and a cloud inter- 
pofing conveyed him trom 
their Gight. 

10 Their eyes being in- 
tenfely fixed on the fky after 
his removal from their view, 
behold ! two heavenly mefien- 
cers in an human form, and 
arrayed j in dazzling whiteneis, 
fuddenly prefented them- 
lelves, 

rz and thus accofted them 
—O-ye Galilazans! why do 
you ftand gazing on heaven 
with fuch ardent and eager 
looks? — This Jetus, whom 
you have feen conveyed from 
you into the manfions of the 
bleffed, fhall one day defcend 
ina manner fimilar to this, of 
which you have juit been 
{pectators. 

12 When they heard this, 
they quitted the mount of O- 
lives, which is very near the 
city, diftant only a fabbath 
day’s journey, and returned 
to Jerufalcm. 

13 The names of the apof- 
tles, who had now been wit- 
neffes of the afcenfion of Je- 
fus, are thefe: Peter, James, 
John, Andrew, Philip, Tho- 
mas,’ Bartholomew,  Mat- 
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thew, James the fon of Al- 
pheus, Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas the brother of 
James—— Thefe, upon their 
entrance into the city, imme- 
diately repaired to that apart- 
ment, in which they had be- 
fore ufed to affemble. 

14 Here this fociety con- 
tinued in fervent prayer, and 
in the devout exercifes of re- 
ligion—being alfo accompa- 
med by feveral pious women, 
and by the mother and rela- 
tions of Jefus. 

15 The number of perfons 
here convened might amount 
to about one hundred and 
twenty—lIn the midft of thefe 
Peter ftood up, and thus ad- 
dreffed himfelf to the affem- 
bly 3 

16 ‘© Brethren! Such 
dreadful judgements, as Da- 
vid prophetically denounced 
againft his enemies, muit 
needs at laft overtake fuch a 
wretch as Judas—who by an 
act of the blackeft perfidy 
betrayed our divine matter, 
and put himfelf at the head of 
thofe who apprehended him. 

17 This abandoned crea- 
ture, you know, was once a 
member of our fociety, and 
formerly obtained a fhare in 
the facred office of the apoi- 
tolate. 

18 A field indeed was pur- 
chafed with the hire of his 
iniquity—but this field’ was 
{tained 


Chap.a. 
{tained with the traitor’s 
blood — for in this field he 
hanged himifelf, but falling 
headlong from the tree, he 
burft afunder, and all his 
bowels inftantly gufhed out. 

19 -°(This dreadful fate of 
Judas was univerlally known 
in the city fo univerfally 
known, that from this cir- 
cumftance, the field, in 
which this dire event happen- 
ed, was afterwards called in 
the language of the country, 
Akeldama — which tranflated 
fionifies the bloody field.) 

20 To fuch enormous 
wickednefs I may juftly ap- 
ply the following paffages in 
the book of Pflalms —<‘* Let 
‘¢ his habitation be defolate, 
‘and let no one, for ever, 
‘ fix his refidence in 1t” 
‘* Letthat office, with which 
he was invefted, devolve up- 
on another.” 

21 It is highly neceffary, 
therefore, that we elect into 
his place fome one member 
of this fociety, who hath been 
an early and conitant com- 
panion of our Lord Jefus 

22 from the time that his 
public miniftry commenced, 
which was when John bap- 
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tized him, to the day of his 
affumption from us into hea- 
ven—one who is able to join 
his teftimony, to ours, of the 
truth of Chrift’s refurrection.” 

23 Upon this propofal two 
perfons were nominated, Jo- 
feph called Barfabas, furnam- 
ed Juftus—and Matthias. 

24. Upon thefe two being 
prefented to the apoftles, they 
devoutly preferred the fol- 
lowing petition to God — 
‘¢ Othou, who haft the moft 
perfect knowledge of the hu- 
man heart, be pleafed to in- 
dicate which of thefe two 
perfons thine infinite wifdom 
judgeth to be moft fit 

25 to difcharge this moft 
arduous office, and to fupply 
that * facred place of the apo- 
ftolate, which by the wicked- 
nefs of Judas is now become 
vacant ! 

26 Whenthey had addref- 
fed to heaven this prayer, 
they put the names of thefe 
two difciples to a ballor — 
which being drawn out the 
lot fell upon Matthias—who 
was accordingly, by the una- 
nimous confent of all, inveft- 
ed with the rank and dignity- 
of an apoftle, 


> ‘Thefe are the words, not of Peter, but of the Hiforian. 

© Atarey the reading, which the dlexardrian MS. exhibits, is un- 
doubtedly genuine. Kas is the copulative between AaGay and wore. $user 
w——-and aosoans is put in conitruétion with rote. 
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Cat Ae 1. 
ae H1S company, ac- 


cording to mutual 
appointment, were all affem- 
bled together on the day of 
Pentecoft, which was now ar- 
rived : 

2 When fuddenly there 
ifued from the {ky a vehe- 
ment found like the loud 
blaft of a violent rufhing wind, 
which broke over, and occu- 
pied, the whole houfe, in 
which they were convened. 

3 They then faw a flame 
burft into the room, whofe 
broken and divided particles 
flafhed over the heads of the 
apoftles in the form, | as it 
were, of fiery tongues ° 

4 They were all inftanta- 
neoufly filled with the holy 
Jpirit, and endowed with the 
taculty of converling in dif 
ferent languages according as 
the fririt diregted them to ufe 
this fup ernatural gift. 

§—5 Ar this ume Jerufa- 
lem was crowded with great 
numbers of devour Jews trom 
every mation in the Known 
world. 

6 When the report, there- 
fore, of this aftomifhing event 
was diffutfed in the city, vaft 
crowds immediately flocked 
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to the place—But when dif- 
ferent. perfons heard them 
fluently {peak the languages 
of the refpective countries in 
which they refided, 

7 they were filled with the 
laft aftonifhment and furprize, 
and faid in amazement, one 
to another—Are not all thele 
perfons, who converfe in fuch 
a vaft variety of languages, 
literate Galilaans*! 

8 How is it therefore that 
they have acquired fuch a 
pertect fkill in the peculiar 
languages of the feveral coun- 
tries, in which we were 
born! 

Thofe of us who are 
Parthians, Medes, and Per- 
fians; who refide in Mefo- 
potamia, in Judaca, in Cap- 
padocia, and in Pontus, or 
in the proconfular Afa: 

10 Who live in Phrygia 
or Pamphylia, in egypt, or 
in the country of Libya about 
Cyrené, Romans, Jews by 
birth, or proielytes : 

11 Inhabitants of Crete and 
Arabia—Al]l of us hear them 
converfe in the different Jan- 
ouages of thefe our refpective 
countries, and celebrate the 
wondertul works of God. 

) 12 At an event fo fignal 
and aftonifhing they were in- 


@ Vhis is Dr. Midd/-ton’s tranflation. 
© This gitt of tongucs was ordained by divine providence to be beftow- 


ed at this tame, to convince ower 


2 


Be who came from various countries, 


exprefibly 
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exprefibly amazed and con- 
founded faying, one to an- 
other—How ts this to be ac- 
counted for! What doth it 
portend ! 

13 But others made the 
prefent fcene the object of 
their banter and ridicule, and 
faid—This is nothing at all 


but the fumes of ¢ fweet wine !} 


14 Peter then with the e- 
leven apoftles ftood up, and 


raifing his voice, thus addref- | 
fed the collected multitude— | 


‘* O ye inhabitants of Ju- 
daa! and ye ftrangers, who 
have been induced by princi- 
ples of religion to refide in 
this metropolis }Let me foli- 
licit your ferious attention to 
the folemn and momentous 
truths I fhall now deliver. 

15 This fcene, of which 
you have been witneffes, a- 
rifeth not, as fome of you 
have infinuated, from intoxi- 
cation—for confider, it is yet 
but f nine o’clock in the mor- 
ning. 3 . 

16 But this great event, 
which you now fee, hath 
been exprefsly predicted by 
the prophet Joel in the fol- 
lowing pafiage : 


# 
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17 “In the laft period of 
the Jewith difpenfation, 


faith God, I will pour the 
oifts of my divine fpiric, 
in the moft copious abun- 
dance, upon perfons of all 
nations indifcriminatcly — 
To your fons and to your 
daughters I willfreely com- 
municate fupernatural pow- 
ers—your young men fhail 
be favoured with prophe- 
tic vifions, the aged with 
propetic dreams. 

18 “In thofe times I will 
impartially fhed the felect- 
eft influences of my {pirit 
upon perfons of both fexes, 
in the loweft ftations and 
conditions of life, without 
diftinétion, who fhall be 
enabled to exert the moit 
amazing powers. 

19 “In thele nmes I will 
exhibit prodigious omens 
in the fky, and inautpici- 
ous prodigies on the earth, 
blood, and fire, and dufky 
vapours. 

20 * Pillars of {moak from 
burning cities thai fhroud 
the fun in darknefs and 
make the moon appear like 
blood—and then thall that 





Syacuxes. Muflum. TazvaG, av ure Loves repieynrae ™ ayysions 
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be 


. great and meniorable § de- 
itruction enjue, 7 
2: * But trem, thele dire 
calanites >the pious-and 
virtuous fhall providential- 
““ lyelcape.. 

22.1 cntreat you, O Ifrael- 
ites, to give a candid atten- 
ton to what lam going to 
declare —— The late Jefus of 
Nazareth, to whole name you 
are no ilrangers, was a per- 
fon, whem the moft High en- 
dowed with the moft diftin- 
cuithed powers—andheabun- 
dantly evinced his divine com- 
nuffion among you by per- 
forming thofe amazing ope- 
rations, of which you were 
{pectators. 

23 This iluftrious pro- 
phet, whom the Deity in the 
counfels of his infinite wifdom 
gave you trom heaven to be 
your inftructor, you: peric- 
cuted, you apprehended as 
a malefacior, and, by an act 
of the moft atrocious and 
complicared guilt, you: cru- 
ced and murdered: 

24 ‘This moft eminent per- 
fonage God reftored to lite— 
burliing by his irrefiitible om- 
mipotence the ftrone bonds 
of death—for it was impoffi- 
ble that death could have any 
power to detain nim as its 
captive, 


ee 
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/25 This grand event hath 
David prophetically defcrib- 
ed in the following paffage— 
‘© Jam pertuaded chat the 
Supreme is my conftant 
cuardian and protector—I 
am at all times furrounded 
by his prefence—Nohuman 
evil therefore, fhall ever 
fhake the folid foundation 
of my happinefs. 

26 “ Vhe pleafing confci- 
oufnets of this fills my heart 
with grateful tran{ports 
anal my mouth with itrains 
of pious exultations—cven 
my body I commit to the 
erave with the pleafing 
hope of immortality, 

27 * periuaded that thou 
wilt not for a long time 
confign me to the manfions 
of the grave, or fuffer the 
difttinguifhed object of thy 
affections to uffer the hor- 
rors of putrefaction. 

28 ** Thou haft given me 
the tranfporting affurance 
that thou wilt raife me to 
** the pofleffion of ablefiedim- 
mortality, and wilt advance 
me to the mo{t confummate 
and exalted felicity.” 

29 Brethren! permit me 
freely to declare to you, that 
thele words, which [ have re 
cited, are by no means apphi- 
cable to our great Patriarch, 


» "The chriftans, mindinl of our Lord’s words, abandoned the city, be- 


fore it was invelted, 


1 


ow 


= ~% o- 


David 


hap. u 
David—for he paid the com- 
mon debt to nature—his bo- 
dy was interred, and hath 
long been reduced to corrup- 
tion and duit, and his monu- 
ment remains to this day. 

30 But this iiluftrious mo- 
narch and proper being con- 
{cious of the important. pro- 
mile, which God'was pleafed 
to confirm to him by the moft 


jolemn ' fanction, ‘hac the 
MemMah fhould defcend from 
him, 


3x and being favoured 
with a clear view of this 
erand future event, he pro- 
phetically {poke of the refur- 
rection of the Mecfiah—ex- 
preisly declaring in the words 
I have cited, That God 
would not tor a long time 
confien the Meffiah to the 
manfions of the grave, or 
permit his bedy to iuffer cor- 
ruption. 

32 This Jefus, whom you 
have murdered, Ged railed 
from the erave—Or the truth 
of this fact we are all witneffes. 

33 This Jefus being exalt 
‘ed to the moit ar tinguifhed 
dignity, and having received 


from:the Deity ie clits of 


the holy ipiric, which he af- 
fired us he would communi- 
carc-after his-afcenfion, hath 
now. fhed them upon us in 
that copious effufion of which 
you are witneffes. . 

34 David after his deceafe 
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did not afcend into the celef- 
tial regions——he, theretore, 
in the tollowing paflage un- 


doubtedly refers to the afcen- 


fiow of the MeMah —‘* The 


‘ dupreme Jehovah fd to 
* my Lord, Sit thou ate my 
a riche hand, 
gees have totally fub- 
*¢ teéted all thy foes to thy 
‘* dominion.” 

36 Let therefere the whole 
race of Ifracl be confidently 
affured of this, That that Je- 
fus, whom you lately cruei- 
fied, was the Meffiah, and 
that Gop hath now conttitut« 
ed him univerfal governour. 

SF AJ HOn hearing this they 
were pierced with the moit 
cutting anguifh and remorfe 
of confcience—and in great 
diftrets of mind coming about 
Peter, and about the other 
apolties, they cried out 
Brethren! what fhall we do! 

38 Repent, Peter faid to 
them, repent with untcigned 
contrition, and let every one 
of you be baptized into the 
profeffion that Jefus is the 
true Meffiah—lIf you do this, 
your former fins will be ex- 
punged,: and you allo will be 
favoured with the giits of the 
holy foirit. 

a9 For this fupernatural 
donation, which you now tec 
conferred upon ws, 1s alfo to 
extend to you and to yours, 
and to all perfons in the re- 

Da 2 motett 





30 
moteft parts of the world, 
who fhal! comply with this 
divine invitation. 

40 Many other arguments 
befides thefe he ftrenuoufly 
urged, in order to prevail 
with them to embrace the 
gofpel— befeeching them, in 
the moft importunate terms, 
to fave themfelves from the 
vices and infidelity of a de- 
praved and profligate age. 

41 The affembled multi- 
tude, with great willingnefs 
complied with his admoni- 
tions, and were baptized-— 
That day there were made a- 
bout three thoufand converts 
to the golpel. 

42 Thefe all firmly adher- 
ed to the doétrine of the A- 
poftles, maintained a mutual 
triendly intercourfe with each 
other, and unanimoufly join- 


ed in the focial exercilfes of 


prayer and devotion. 

3 This fienal cranfaction 
ftruck every perton with fo- 
lemn religious awe — The a- 
potiles allo performed many 
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a{tonifhine miracles as proofs 
of their divine commiffion. 

§$—144 ALL, who were now 
convinced of the truth of the 
goipel, formed themielves in- 
to a fociety, and agreed to. 
have a community of goods. 

45 So that thofe who had 
any eftates, or poffeffions, 
fold them, and put the mo- 
ney in one common fund, for 
the affiftance of fuch as were 
in indigent circumftances. 

46 Every day they con-. 
ftantly attended the public 
worfhip of God in the temple: 
and‘ to their apartment 
they again retired to partake 
of one common meal, where 
the greateft mutual harmony, 
traniport, and fincerity reign- 
eral 

47 with pious fervour ce- 
lebrating the praifes of God, 
and hitherto happv in the fa- 
vour and efteem of the multi- 
tude—Not a day now paffed, 
but the gofpel gained tome 
new converts. 
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CaP, Ii, 
I 6 N E day after this, Pe- 


ter and Jolin went to- 
gether to the temple at * three 
o’clock in the atternoon—the 
hour appointed for public 
prayer. 

2 Here a miferable help- 
lefs cripple, Jame from his 
birth, was every day carried, 
and laid down at one of the 
gates, which for its magnifi- 
cence was called the Beautiful, 
to beg an alms of thofe who 
attended divine worfhip. 

3 This unhappy object, 
feeing Peter and John going 
to enter the temple, fuppli- 
cated their charity. 

4 Peter upon this turned, 
and fixing his eyes intenfely 
upon this unfortunate crea- 
ture, faid to him—~Do you 
obferve and attend to us. 

5 This greatly engaged 
the man’s attention, and hll- 
ed him with pleafing hopes 
of their generofity. 

6 Peter then faid to him 
I have neither filver nor 
gold to befttow—but the blet- 
fing [ have to contribute, 
that I freely diipenfe-— By a 
power communicated to me 
by Jefus of Nazareth the Mef- 
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fiah, I command you to rife 
and walk ! 

7 He then took hold of 
his right hand, and raifed him 
up—that inftant his legs and 
feet were nerved with {trength. 

8 He iprung up with ac- 
tivity and vigour — he ftood: 
and walked with frmnefs — 
and went along with them in- 
to the temple, in a flood of 
tumultuous joy, bounding, 
leaping, and celebrating the 
goodnets of God in ftrains of 
the mott ardent gratitude. 

g Huis rapturous geftures 
and loud accents of praile to 
God turned upon him the at- 
tention of all the people, 
who were come to worfhip. 

10 Thele were all perfect- 
ly convinced that it was him, 
who uled every day to fit and 
beg at the Beautiful gate of 
the temple—but how this a- 
ftonifhing alteration was cf- 
fected, was what filled them 
with the laft amazement. 

11 The -:ripple, who was 
now reitored to the perfect ufe 
of his limbs, in anecitafy of joy 
embracing and folding his be- 
nefactors in his arms, all the 
people collectea about the 
apoftles in Solomon’s portico 
— itruck with inexpreffible 
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aftonifhment-at fo wonderful 
a cure. 

12 Peter feeine hie van 
concourle of people, eathat 
were now: -cathered about 
him, thus addrefled theém— 
“Oye itraelites! Why fhould 
this miracle. ateract fo much 
of your admiration !-Why do 
you fix your eyes fo inteniely 
upon us, as if we had reftored 
this cripple to the ufe ot his 
limbs by any pertonal power 
that we could exert, or by 
any fuperior holinefs that we 
have attained ! 

13 Vhe God of your illuf- 
trious: progenitors Abraham, 
Haacand Jacob, hath now dig- 
nified -and slorioutly exalted 
his fon Jefus, that divine pro- 
phet whom you perfecuted 
with implacable rage, whom 
you publickly difavowed and 
abj ured before Pilate’s tribu- 
ay tho’ 4e was convinced of 
his innocence and taboured 
to acquit him. 

14 ‘his eminent prophet, 
whole liic was irreproachable, 

and dittineunhed by the moft 
exalted virtues, you publick- 
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ly renounced, and importun- 
“led the governour to gratify 
you -with-‘releafing even a 
murderer, rather than he 
fhould-efcape with life. 

15 Inthe blood of the’ 
firft author and ortginal donor 
of immortality, you have im- 
brued your ‘hands But be 
aflured that God railed this 
glorious ‘perionage from the 
erave—Of the truth of this 
tact we are all witneffes, 

16 It is /o/ely owing to a 
power derived from him that 
this helplefs cripple, whom 
vou fee before you, and whom 
you lave long known, 1s now 
reftored to perfect vigour—It 
is folely, | repeat it, a firm per- 
fuafion that he isthe great Mef- 
fiah that hath invigorated his 
limbs with {treneth, as you 
are all witnefics. 

17 And now, Brethren, I 
Hatter mylelf that vou and 
your governours would never 
have wilfally incurred duch 
cult, had you really known 
the dignity of this perlon’s 
character and mifion. 

138 The great God, how- 
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ever, in this manner hath been 
pleafed to accomplifh thofe 
predictions which he anoun- 
ced to:the world by all the 
antient prophets, That the 
Meffiah was to fuffer. . 

19 Let me, therefore, beg 
you to repent with unfeigned 
contrition, and to acknow- 
ledge Jefus to be the Meffiah ; 
that the heinous crimes you 
have perpetrated may forever 
be blotted out, and that you 
may attain that eternal felici- 
ty, which God will beftow..- 

- 20 For this dluftrious per- 
fon hath the Deity appointed 
to be the judge of the world: 
and he will one day defcend 
from heaven to execute this 
ereat commiffion. ! 

21° But ’cill this grand e- 

vent, "all the final renovation 
of all things, he will continue 
in the manfions of immortal 
glory—The interefting tranf- 
actions of the period, in which 
you now hive, hath God clear- 
ly indicated and pre-fignified 
dy ali the prophets that ever 
flourifhed trom the firft com- 
mencement of the Jewith dif- 
peniation. 
- 22 For example, our creat 
Law-giver gave our forefa- 
thers this prophetic. admo- 
nition—— ‘ A prophec fimilar 
“© to me fhall the Lord your 

“God, in future time, raife 


- 
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‘Sup among you — Do you 
“* diligently hear and obey 
*¢ all che. inftructions he fhall 
“ deliver unto you. . . 

23 ** Por-be affured that 
‘“¢ every: perfon who wilfully 
‘© difobeys the injunctions of 
“¢ that illuftrious prophet fhall 
‘© be involved in the moft fa- 
“€ tal deftruction.”- 

24° And not only Males, 
but every prophet from Sa- 
muel, in every fucceeding 
age, hath exprefsly declared, 
and minutely defcribed, the 
events of the prefent age. 

25 You, Sirs! are -that 
highly diftineuifhed nation, 
to which God feat his pro- 
phets — You are principally 
interefted in thar covenant 
which God folemnly ratified 
with pur pious anceitors ; in 
which he affured Abraham in 
particular, That by ove of his 
detcendents the whale hu- 
man race fhould be bleffed 
with the moft fignal privi- 
leges. 

26 And, finally, it 1s to 
You, that the great God, who 
hath railed stis fon from the 
dead, now vouchiafes tomake 
the fr offers of the gotpel— 
moft mercifully defigning to 
reclaim you all trom your 
wickednets, and .to confer. 


‘upor you the moit ample 
and diftinguifhec: bleflings. 


y. . 
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CH AGP. EV: 
Vi 7HILE they were 


haranguing the col- 
Ieéted multitude, the priefts, 
the Sadducces and the ™ of- 
ficer -of the temple guards 
fuddenly appeared, and ad- 
vanced up to them : 

2 being firea with extreme 
rage and indignation at the 
apoities for the lib: erty they 
afun.ed of ; ee nnftrud- 
ing the pe onl e, and for plead- 
ing the auchority of Jefus in 
propagating the dodirine of a 
future {tate, 

3 they immediately feiz- 
ed them — dragged them a- 
way — and confined them in 
the public prifon ’till the next 
day, it being now evening. 

4 Many however of the 
audience were convinced that 
they acted by a divine com- 
miffion, and embraced the 
Chriftian religion The 
number of thefe converts a- 
mounted to above five thou- 
fand. 

§—5 THE next day an 
affembly was convoked—and 
the members of the Sanhe- 
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the principal magil- 
trates, the fcribes, 

6 The high priefts Annas 
and Caiaphas, and alfo John 
and Alexander, and all the 
iiluftrious perfonages, who 
were relations of the ponti- 
ical family, met in public 
council. 

7 When the fupreme court 

was convened and ° feated, 
they ordered the two prifo- 
ners betore them, and thus 
interrogated them Tell 
us whence you derived the 
miraculous power you have 
lately exerted—and what au- 
thority you have for acting in 
the manner you have done? 
8 To thefe queftions Peter, 
being inftantly filled with the 
divine afflatus, thus replied 
— “Ye illuftrious Senators 
and magiftrates of Ifrael ! 
g Since we are now thus 
publickly called upon to in- 
form you, from what fource 
that beneficial power was de- 
rived, which was yefterday 
exerted on the helplefs crip- 
pics 

10 be it known to this 
aucuft aflembly and to the 





m nae this and feveral other paffages of fcripture, “Yoh xvill. 12.- 


AG aentt appears 


that the Jews had a body of foldiers thar 


erica ae temple to prevent any difturbance during the minillration 


of fuch an immenfe number of priefts and levites. 
exe perfon hada the fupreme command. 


ficer. Avaron. 
haere ChAT UIT, mS he oe 
n They fat in a femicicle. 
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Over thefe gcuards 
Folephus menuons fuch an of- 
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whole 
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whole community of Ifrael,. 


That this perfon, who now 
ftands before you all, was 
miraculoufly reftored to per- 
fect vigour by a power de- 
rived from that Jelus of Na- 
zareth, whom you lately cru- 
cified, but whom God raifed 
from the dead. 

11 This Jefus is the ftone 
which you the pretended 
builders of the church of 
God rejected — but who is 
now become the grand cor- 
ner ftone to unite and con- 
folidate the divine edifice. 

12 He is the /fo/e author of 
that amazing: operation that 
hath been now difplayed — 
To him alone it is to be a- 
fcribed — By no other be- 
ing in the whole univerfe of 
nature can {uch miraculous 
effects be produced.” 

13 The whole Sanhedrim 
were aftonifhed at the un- 
daunted fortitude of thefe 
two apoltles—knowing them 
to be perfons, who had been 
deftitute of a liberal educa- 
tion, and in a private and 
obfcure ftation of life—They 
knew, however, that they had 
been the difciples and com- 
panions of Jefus. 

14 The fight of the man? 
too, who was now before 
them in perfect health and vi- 
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gour, precludedall objections, 
and effectually filenced them. 

15 The two prifoners, af- 
ter this, being ordered out of 
court, the members of the 
council mutually conferred 
together. 

16 What conduct, they 
faid, fhall we obferve towards 
thefe men ? — It is abfolutely 
impoffible for us either to 
{tifle, or to deny, the fignal 
miracle they have performed 
upon this man-——The whole’ 
city is full of it, and every 
one is convinced of its truth. 

17 Let us, in order to 
crufh this caufe in its infan- 
cy, now denounce the fe- 
vereft menaces againft thefe 
perfons, and ftrictly prohibit 
them from ever publickly 
propagating thefe do¢trines 
for the future. 

18 Accordingly they com- 
manded them to be called in 
— and laid upon them the 
moft folemn and rigid in- 
junctions not to promulgate, 
any more, the doétrines of Je- 
lus; Or ever again attempt to 
make converts to them. 

19 Tothis threatning, Pe- 
ter and John thus replied — 
We leave it to the decifion 
of your confciences, Whe- 
ther it is fit we fhould obey 
you or God. 


* See the 4lexand. MS, 
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20 For it is impoffible for 


us to ftifle thole- truths, -of. 


which we are perfuiaded upon 
the itrongeit evidence.- 

21 The court, after adding 
farther menaces ane interdic- 
tions, diufmiffed them—find- 
ing it a thine both unjuitia- 
able and unpopula r to inflict 
any Ee aens upen them 
—for 2li the people acknow- 
Jedged the hand of God in 
this miracle, and were ftruck 
with pious gratitude and ad- 
muration : 

22 forthe perfon on whom 
It was performed was above 
forty years old, and univer- 
fally known. 

§—23 Tue two apoftles, 
being thus dilmiffed, went 
immediately to their fellow 
Chrifhians, and gave them a 
minute detail of the whole 
traniaction. 

24.When- the company 
had heard their account, they 
unanimoufly offered the fol- 
Jowing fervent prayer to God 

OU) fuord! Vhou art the 
one tupreme God, the crea- 
tor and governour of univerfal 
nature ! 

25 We have feen thefe 
words accomphfhed, which 
thy fpirit directed David, 
thine anointed fon, to deliver 

—~** What ts it hath excited 


TRC ECTS oO the AEOSTUES. 
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“What is at hath induced 
“the Fewyn nation to pur- 
“<.fue fuch PUN mea- 
ee fares | 

26 “ The governcurs of 
[the earth, and the moft il- 
“< Juftrious perfonages, are all 
“< convened and contederated 
‘¢ together againft God and 
“¢ againit the Meffiah !” 

27. his prediction we 
have ieen fulfiled—for (ered 
with the Fez and Puiaie 
with the f/eathens, conipired, 
Pin this city, againft thine 
holy meffenger Jelius—whom 
thou didft inveft with a di- 
vine commiffion, 

28 in order to execute the 
defiens and counfels of thine 
infinite wifdom : | 

29 be pleafed, .O God, to 
avert thg, threatnings that 
bave -been denounced againgt 
thy fervants, and fuffer them 
not to be intimidated | by 
them, from publifhine the 
truths of thy gofpel with in- 
trepid fortitude: 

30 grant, that the doc- 
trines they teach may be far- 
ther jealed and canfirmed by 
thy divine fanétion—and that 
by the authority of thy holy 
ineflenger Jefus, miraculous 
operations may fill continue 
to be eficéted ! : 

31 After they had con- 








re Thestice Or He Heathen ! 1 clud led thefe devout requefts, 


® See the MSS. 


the 
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the ‘place in which they 


were affembled was violent- 
ly fhaken—upon which there 
enfued a fecond effufion of 
the holy fpirit upon all the 
company — and they’ were 
enabled to preach the Chrif- 
tian religion with undaunted 
freedom. | 

§— 32 Tne body of thefe 
Chriftian profeffors was ac- 
tuated by one mind, was tn- 
formed by one foul —- none 
of them had any private pro- 
perty diftinét from the reft— 
there was an equal partition 
and community of interefts 
among them. 

' 33 The apoftles alfo, with 
firm and invincible refolu- 
tion, publickly declared their 
teftimony to the truth of 
Chrift’s refurrection —— and 
were all endowed with ample 
and diftincuifhed gifts. 

34 In this fociety there 
was no indigent and necef- 
fitous perion—for thofe, who 
had eitates, or houfes, fold 
them, and brought the mio- 
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ney accfuing from the fale, 
to the apoftles, 

36 that being depofited in 
a common fund, diftribution 
might be made to individuals 
according to their reipective 
exigencies. | 

36 Among others, Jofes, a 
levite, a native of Cyprus, 
whom the apoftles firnamed 
Barnabas —- which tranflated 
fionifies the fon of exhortation, 

37 having an eftate, fold 
it, and gave the apoftles the 
money to augment the com- 
mon fund. 


C TeA BP. YV, 
I § Gee perions alfo of 


this fociety, Ananias 
and his wife Sapphira fold an 
eftate they had: 

2 but they mutually a- 
greed to*fecrete fome part of 
the money—and accordingly 
delivered in the ve? of it to 
the Apoftles as the whole 
original fum. 


3 Upon this, Peter faid to 


" Eyecorraro. This word fignifies to feerete, intercept, dedu part of 


a thing in a clandeftine manner. 


** Ariffides being choien fuperintendent 


of the public revenues, fhewed that thofe who had been lately in the fame 
ofice had privately intercepted a2 great deal of the money: qroaaa reroo- 
eigwerse. Plutarch. Arilides, p. 587. He perfuaded the populace not to 
grant him a triumph, as having privately intercepted much of the-public 
money: croare vsverqurpmere. Lucul. 949. Pompey fhowed the magi- 
ftrates that Alexander one of his freedmen had /ecreted the money. Pompeii 
Vita, p. 1134. For he being defirous to /ecrete to him/elf the greatett part 
of the money; gaace Ter XPUAeT wy Vor DITaay. Ibid. p.3213. Edit. 
Gr. Stephani, 
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him—Ananias! Howcouldett 
thou ever harbour fuch dia- 
bolical wickednefs in thine 
heart as to imagine thou wert 
able to’ cheat and deceive 
the holy {pine by acting in 
this frauaulent m anne! 

4 When the eftate was un- 


fold, 


after you had fold it, was 
you not ftill at your liberty : 
~—What could induce you to 
act fo wicked a part! You 
have dared to 1mpofe, not up- 
on men, but upon the great 
God himiclf, 

5 When Ananias_ heard 
thele words; he was inftant, 
ftruck down upon the ground 
by a divine power, and ex- 
pired This fhocking cir- 
cumftance filled all who heard 
of it with folemn and religi- 
ous awe. 

6 Some young pertons, 
then, who were prefent, 
{wathed the corpfe in linen 
rollers, according to the Jew- 
ifh cuftom, and carrying it 
out of the city interred it. 





7 Beutel 62 To TEU TO ayo. 
“© O Dercyilidas! this perfon smpojes upon 
Xenophon Hellen. 
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was not the difpofal of 
it in your own power ?—anu 


Chap. 'v. 


7 About three hours after, 
his wife, ignorant of her huf- 
band’s fate, entered the room. 

8. Peter directly turned to 
her and faid ‘Pettine the 
truth Did you really fell 
your eftate for jult the mo- 
ney you delivered in to us?-— 
Sheanfwered inthe affirmative. 

g What could lead you to 
confederate together in con- 
iriving fuch a fraud againit 
the (pirit ot God, and to hope 
to efcape undeteéted ?—I hear 
the found of their feet at the 
door who have carried your 
hufband to his grave, and the 
fame office they will perform 
for you: 

10 the words were no 
fooner pronounced, but fhe 
inftantly fell dead at his feet 
—The young perfons came 
in, found her eyes clofed in 
death, carried the dead body 
out of the city, and depofited 
it in the fame grave with her 
hufband. 

This awful event ftruck 
the whole aflembly with fo- 
Jemn dread, and every one, 








This verb with an accufative fig- 


peso. Edit Sv0- Gr Bail: 


‘Tt witnefeth for ee that fhe doth net belie that power and opulence 


the is once faid to poffefs : 
farce Pericles, pe 2s3. 
eliusato ty Sora. 
Cavav elcur2To. 


Ariftides, 


—WVeudouat with a dative is to tell a falfehood to a ferfen : 
Ovx eleuca aiDowrars aad Te O70: 


preme Gud. 


un Leudys OK THY Acyousviay Duras. 
Arifides did not belie his former reputation: «x 


Plutarch eoree Oe bealeee 


Plu- 


p. 583. He deceived Tiribazus : Tapr- 
Bait.<Gr: Steph. Svo. 

asin Vers. 4. 

viz. not the Aly yparit, but the /u- 


who 
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who heard of their tragic] extreme rage and indiena- 


end. 

§—12 Tue Chriftian con- 
verts, at this time, ufed, by 
mutual appointment, to meet 
in Solomon’s portico. 

13 Butto their fociety none 
of the infincere dared to join 
themfelves —- The Chriitian 
profeffors were, at prefent, 
happy in the efteem and re- 
gards of the common people, 

14 a great many perions, 
of both jexes, being convin- 
ced of the truth of the gofpel, 
and the number of the Chrif- 
tans every day augmenting: 

15 tor by the apgftles, ma- 
ny fignal and aftonifhing mi- 
racles were publickly per- 
formed betore all the people 
for inftance, perfons 
brought:out. their fick and 
diteaied on beds and couches 
into the open ftreets, and if 
even the fhadow.of Peter, as 
he walked along, did but on- 
ly pais over them, they were 
inftantly reftored to perfect 
health. 

16 Great numbers alfo 
from the adjacent towns flock- 
ed to Jerulalem, bringing 
with them their friends, who 
were either difordered in 
their intellects, or laboured 
under other dileafes who 
were all miraculoufly cured. 

17 Thete actions filled the 
high prieft and his friends, 
who were Sadducees, with 








tion. 
18 Accordingly they feiz- 
ed the apoftles, dragoed them 
away, and confined them in 
the public prifon. 

1g But an angel of the 
Lord, in the night, opened 
the prifon doors—and bring- 
ing them our, thus accofted 
them: | 

20 Go you inftantly into 
the temple, and preach to 
the people the doctrine of 
immortality. 

21 Accordinely, foon as’ 
the morning dawned, they 
repaired to the temple and 
taught the people In the 
morning the high pricft and 
his friends convoked the ge- 
wneral affiembly and Senate of 
Tfrael—and difpatched an or-: 
ider to the keepers of the jail 
to bring the prifoners before 
the court. | 

22 But when the officers 
entered the prifon, they 





found no perfon within — 
‘Accordingly they went into 
court, and reported this afto- 


nifhing circumftance : 

23 The doors of the pri- 
fon, they faid, we found faft 
locked and fecured, and the 
keepers on duty — but when 


we entered the jail we found 


it empty. 

24 This account alarmed 
the high prieft, the clergy, 
and the officer of the temple 

cuards 


nd 


aie oreatly perplex- 
ed and embarrafled them how 
to account for it. 

26 In the mean time, there 
came a perfon into the court, 
and informed them, That 
the men, whom they had the 
day before put under confine- 
ment, were inthe temple, pub- 
lickly inftructing the people. 

26 Upon hearing this the 
officer went with his compa- 
ny to the temple, and brought 
them away but durft not 
ule violence, for fear the 
people fhould overwhelm 
them with ftones. 

27 Vhe foldiers immedi- 
ately conducted the apoftles 
into the court, and placed 
them before the Sanhedrim— 
Whom the hich prieft thus 
addrefled : 

28 Did not we ftrictly 
charge you on your peril not 
to propagate your doctrines 
—and yet, in contempt of 
our authority you have filled 
the whole city with your prin- 
ciples—and have the effron- 
tery to charge us with the 

murder of your leader, 

2g Peter, and the other 
apottles replied —* * Tt is 
our duty to obey God rather 
than man. 

30 The great God, 





whom 
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our anceftors worfhipped, 
hath raifed that Jefus from 
the dead, whom you cruci- 
fied and murdered. 

31 This illuftrious per- 
fonage hath God now exalted 
to the moft diftinguifhed dig- 
nity, and hath contticuted 
him the faviour and governour 
of mankind —— hereby soit 
mercifully confulting the re- 
formation, the forgivenets, 
and the eternal falvation of 
lirael. 

32 Of the truth of thefe 
importance doctrines we here 
are witnefles—and their truth 
the holy {piric alfo of God, 
which is fhed upon the obe- 
dient and well-dilpoted, hath 
ftamped with his tanétion.” 

33 Vhete affertions inflam- 
ed their rage and indignation 
to fuch a degree, that they 
immediately confulted toge- 
ther to put them to death. 

34 In the inidft of thefe 
deliberations rofe up an illul- 
trious fenator, Gamaliel, a 
Pharifee, an cminent doctor 
of the law, and a perfon held 
in univerial veneration —He 
defired thatthe apoftles might, 
for a few minutes, be ordered 
out of court: 

35 ‘This done, he thus ad- 
drefied himfelf to the council 


* O Athenians! fays the excellent Socray: ‘Ss 1 love you with the warmeft 


affe€tioni ; 
[AGAADY NOUALP 


but Io will obey God rather than you: 


Plato’s Apolog. p. 90. Edit. 2d. Foriter. Oxon, - 


TeATOugs De tw §: @ 


ne? 1 


Chap. Vv. 


— ‘ I beg, my fellow-citi- 
zens, you would be cautious 
in entering into- any violent 
meafures with regard to thefe 
perions. 

36 Suffer me to remind 
you of * Theudas—You know 
fome time ago this impoftor 
by his arrogant pretenfions to 
be fome extraordinary perfon, 
collected and attached to him 
2 number of men, amounting 
co about four hundred— You 
are acquainted with his tra- 
gic fate, how he was flain, 
how his men were difperfed, 
and his whole tyitem diffoly- 
ed and brought to nothing. 

27 After him rofe! Judas the 
Galilear atthe time of the al- 
feffment, and alienated a very 
confiderable number of per- 
fons from their allegiance to 

the Romans—I necd not tell 


Wis ST dat ee 


The Acts of the APOSTLES. 


383 


you of his miferable end allio, 
and of the, total a of 
all his affociates. 

328 When I reflect on the 
fate of thefe two perions, it 
prompts me to advile you by 
all means not to moiett thete 
peopie, bute to let them 
enjoy their principles undit- 
curbed = Hor be altur Case le 
this icheme be a mere human 
contrivance, it will dwindle 
and come to nothing ; 

39 butif it 1s fupported 
ona divine authority, all the 
power you can exert, will 
never be able to fubvert it— 
Be cautious, therefore, lett 
you be found at laft to have 
oppoled. the, facred will of 
heaven.’ ." Me 

40 He-ended, sd his ad- 
vice was received with uni- 
verlal eepieaanen — Accord- 


af gui St. ie here mentions concerning The re is confirmed by 7o- 


Sy ph use 


fits 


< bats De tye Ind ares ee oN ct 
‘While Phadus was procurator of ‘Judea, one Theudas, an impoftor, 
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nerfuadés a-great number-of people to take their effects and attend him 
to the river Fordqn : for he publickly declared himfelfa prophet, faid he 
could divide the waters of.;the river by his authoritative mandate, and 
give them all an eafy paiiace over. By thefe affertions he led many into 
a deception. | Fadus however did not permit them to proceed in their 
madneig:’ He difpatched a troop of horfe after them, who falline unex- 
pectedly, upon them, killed and took great numbers. ‘Theudas tell into 
their hands, they cut off his head, and brought it to Jerufalem. ‘This 
event happened at the ume when Cufpius Fadus was procurator of Ju- 
diea.” — “Fofephus Antig. L. 20. C. 4. §1. Hudfon. 

t fofephus otten mentions this perfon’s calling him, as St. Luke here 
doth, Fades the Galilean, p. g74. 3. p. 1060. 8. and in one place Judas 
Gaulanites. Antig. Lib. 18. C. 1. p. 792. He alfo confirms our hif- 
torian’s account by expretsly declaring that he raifed an infurreétion in 
the time of the aliiffnent of Judea. “ToSe cs reisart > InSDaiev ovn 
CAIY KS Ul TON Tas awoyertras, 072 KupnyesQ> teyantns es Tuy ud gray 
aripge. Veja tibeee pe 1313. Hudion, 
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ingly, after they had again 
ordered them into court, had 
fcourged them, and repeat- 
edly charged them for the 
future not to diffeminate the 
doctrines of Jefus, they dif- 
miffed them. 

41 The apoftles went a- 
way from the Sanhedrim in 
ereat tran{port, That they 
were deemed worthy to fuf- 
fer thefe indignities for their 
profeffion of the Chriftian 
religion. 

42 And every day, both 
in the temple, and in their 
own apartment, they inftruc- 
ted the people, and proclaim- 
ed the joyful news that Jefus 
was:the Meffiah.. 


Gaitva: Tr. Vis 


I By the mean time, while 

the number of converts 
to Chriftianity was greatly 
augmenting, the LHelleniftic 
Tews complained of the He- 
brews for neolecting their ne- 
ceffitous widows in the daily 
diftributions of the charitable 
fund. 

2 The twelve apoftles upon 
this convening the whole fo- 
ciety of the Chriftians, thus 
addrefied them— ‘‘ Brethren! 
It is highly improper that the 
important office, in which we 
apoftles are engaged of pro- 
muleatine the cofpel, fhould 
be interrupted by an attention 
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to the management of this 
fund. 

3 We therefore advife you 
to the election of feven per- 
fons of unexceptionable cha- 
racters, of known abilities, 
and who have been favoured 
with the divine afflatus, to 
{uperintend this trutt. 

4 We apoftles would whol- 
ly devote ourfelves to the ex- 
ercifes of devotion, and to 
the publication of the Chrif- 
tian doétrines.” 

5 This propofal was re- 
ceived by the affembly with 
univerfal approbation — and 
they immediately elected the 
tollowing perfons — Stephen, 
a man of diftineuifhed fideli- 
ty, and eminently endowed 
with the gifts of the holy 
fpirit, Philip, Prochorus, Ni- 
chanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicholas a native of An- 
tioch, who had been a pro- 
felyte to the Jewifh religion. 

6 The affembly, after 
having made choice of thefe 
perfons, prefented them to 
the apoftles — who after re- 
commending them to the 
blefling of God by their 
prayers, laid their hands up- 
on them. 

7 Chriltianity now made a 
very grcat progreis, and its 
converts in Jerufalem were 
now augmented to a-very 
confiderable body — A great 
number alfo of- the Jewith 

clergy 
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clergy were convinced of its} ged him away, and brought 


truth and embraced it. 

§—S In the mean time, 
Stephen being endowed with 
diftincuifhed * powers, pub- 
lickly performed, in the pre- 
fence of vaft multitudes, ma- 
ny great and aftonifhing mi- 
racles, 

9 Upon this, feveral foreign 
Jews trom " Libertum, Cy- 
rené, Alexandria, Cilicia, 
and Afia minor, entered 
into a public difpute with 
him. 

io But thefe advertfaries 
were baffled and confounded 
by that fuperior wifdom and 
thofe diftineuifhed fpiritual 
gifts, which he poffeffed. 

11 Exafperated at his vic- 
tory, they went and fuborned 
perfons to fwear that they 
had heard him fpeak blafphe- 


him before the Sanhedrim. 

13 Here the falie wicnef- 
fes, whom they had procured, 
ftood u up, and {faid—This per- 
fon is continually uttering 
the moft reproachful and in- 
vidious expreifions both a- 
gaintt this © facred place, and 
acaintt the law of Mofes. 

14, Wehave heard him af- 
forts JT hatcthis Jelus-of Na 
zareth would reduce this 
grand and facred itructure to 
a heap of ruins, and abrogate 
all thofe religious inftitutions, 
which our illuftrious lawgiver 
hath tranfmitted to us. 

15 An extraordinary radi- 
ance, which was now obferv- 
ed to dart from Stephen’s 
countenance, attracted the 
eyes of the whole Sanhedrim 
upon him, as if he had been 


my againtt Mofes and againft | an angel deputed trom God. 


God. 
i2 They alfo inflamed the 
populace, the miagittrates, 


and the fcribes again{t him— 
They then feized him, drag- 


t Xep7G, 


and not rises, 1s the true reading. 
u Libcrtum was a city and diftri€t in Cyreme. 


CHAP. Vie 2 Tae hieh 
pricft then turned to him and 
faid—Wiiat have you to of- 
fer in vindication of yourfelt 


See Dr, ATE, 
See Dr. LarpNneER’s 


Appendix to his account of demoniacs. 
~ Both Philo and Fo-phus are repicte with inflances of the prodigious 
veneration the Jews had for their remple. ‘The following paffage in Philo 
js remarkable. ** Ep guyz TAT OY aiTeprs 209, &e. One thing inttead of all 
others we defire, that no innovations be inrroduced to the temp. ie. 
but that it may be preferved fuch as we received it from our progenitors. 
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truction, that we m: ay Not live to tee a cal Amit Y ald.e dreadful than 
at ia Pi ilo ae Ire. pb. 1025. K, 


Vor, f, Ce againit 


againit the crimes, that are 
now alledged againf{t you. 

2 Stephen then thus ad- 
dreffed himfelf to the affemb- 
jy—** Brethren and fathers! 
U bee you w ould hear me 
with attention and candour— 
While our ereat progenitor 
Abraham lived in Mefopota- 
mia, before his refidence in 
Charran, the Supreme and 
ever-bleffed Jehovah appear- 
cd, 

2 and thus {poke to him— 
Quit thy native country, and 
all thy relatives, and remove 
to a region that 1 will point 
out to thee. 

4 inimediately, in comph- 
ance with the divine com- 
mand, he relingquifhed the 
country of the Chaldeans and 
re(iece: sa Charrin From 
this place too, after his fa- 
te deceale, he removed, 

obedience to the divine fi: 
aN into this country, 
which you now inhabit. 

B (God, however dik ct 

Ah Hn any preient poftel- 
for in it, not even fo much 
oot of land he only 
ee that he would give 
it to his defcendents, and 
this ata time when Abraham 
had no profpect of ever being 
bleled wich clildren: 

6 ‘Lo him Ged prefienih- 
ed the future fate of his de- 
ieencencs Thy potfterity 
all fojourn ina foreign coun- 
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try, where they fhall endure 
all the evils of fervitude, and 
a feries of the moft cruel fuf- 
ferines for the Space of four 
hundred years, 

But upon that nation, 
which fhall opprefs them with 
this infolence and inhumani- 
ty, T will inflict many dire ca- 
lamities—after this they fhall 
be removed and ferve me in 
the country, in which thou 
now refideit. 

8 In folemn ratification of 
the truth of this prediction 
God enjoined upon him the 
rite of circumcifion—Accor- 
cingly Haac was circumcifed 
the eighth day after his birth 
—and from Haac it was tran{- 
mitted to Jacob—from Ja- 
cob to the twelve patriarchs. 

9g But the patriarchs, infti- 
gated by envy, fold Joleph 
Into Foypt but there he 
was eminently diftinguifhed 
by the care and guardianfhip 
of heaven: 

10 For he was providen- 
tially extricated trom all his 
difAceltics and forrows—that 
wildom, with which he was 
cndowed, conciliated to him 
the favour and confidence of 
Pharao the fovereign of L- 
eypt, by whom he was ccn- 
{tiruted not only the gover- 
nor of his comettic aff hace 
but of all his dominions. 

irin proces ct time that 
dire taniine he prods tear tn- 


\ aded 





Chap. vil. 


vaded Egypt, and involved 
Canaan too in the laft diftrefs 
-——~for our anceftors now found 
their ftores totally exhautfted. 

12 In thefe melancholy 
circumftances Jacob receiving 
information what an immente 
ftock of corn had been accu- 
mulated in Keypt, immedi- 
ately difpatched our anceftors 
thither. 

13 Upon their fecond com- 
ing to buy provifions Jofeph 
diicovered himfelf to his bro- 
thers——and made Pharao ac- 
quainted with his family. 

14 Jofeph then fent for his 
father Jacob and all his near 
relations——amounting to fe- 
venty five perfons. 

15 Jacob accordingly re- 
moved into Eceypt—— where 
he, and our anceftors, paid 
the debt to nature. 

16 But their remains were 
removed to Sychem, and de- 
pofited in that monument 
which Jacob purchafed of the 


fons of Emmor the father of 


Sychem. 

17 When the time, which 
God had fixed for the accom- 
plifhment of his prediction 
was now drawing near, and 
the race of Lirzel had now en- 
creafed into animmenic body : 


X AceG to Ozo. Of Ged is t 
of God, 1 Theff. iv. 16. O-raga de« 
fas “Seemote on. Lukeit, a0: 
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1§ after a feries of ycars a 
monarch of another family ai- 
cended the throne of Keypt, 
who knew nothing of Joleph’s 
fervices. 

19 This fovereign put ia 
practice the moft inlidtous arts 
again{t our race, inflicting e- 
very {pecies of cruelty and 
opprefiion upon our fore-fa- 
thers, and obliging them e- 
ven to expoic their male 
children——defi-sning to de- 
{troy their very exiltence as a 
“eople. 

20 In this unhappy pe- 
riod Mofes was born 
an infant * divinely beau- 
tiful — whofe uncommonly 
fair and engaging form de- 
termined his parents to edu- 
cate him privately at home— 
where they concealed him 
three months. 

21 Being however at laft 
obliged to expoie him, the 
dauehter of Pharao ifaw him 
—was moved with renc lernefs 
—-rook up the helplefs infan 
— brought him ome edu- 
cated —and adopted him for 
her fon. 

By this means Mofes 
Paes a liberal education, 
and was carefully reeueeed 
in all the erudition of the 
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/Egyptians in which he 
made great improvement, 


and foon became eminently 
diftinguifhed for his genius 
and his atchievements. 

234 When he was forty 
years of age, he formed a re- 
folution to infpect the ftate 
of his fuffering brethren the 
Hraelites. 

24 Paffing therefore among 
them, he happened to fee one 
of them moft injurioufly and 
cruelly abufed Inftant- 
ly he rufhed to aMitt and pro- 
rect him—bur, in vindicar- 
ing the caute of the dittrefled, 
killed the Agypuan. 

25 He by ¢his action flat- 
tered himfelf that his brethren 
would be confcious that by 
bis hand God would re-eftab- 
ith them in hiberty and hap- 
pinels — But they were not 
excited by it to confider him 
as their future dcliverer. 

26 Upon his vifiting them 
the next day, he found two 
Tfraelites fighting with each 
ozher —Thefe he tried to re- 
concile, ahd thus expoftulat- 
ed with them—Sirs! confider 
you are brothers ! — How 
can you abule one another in 
this cruel ‘hameful manner ! 

27 He, who was the 
agereffor, hearing this lan- 
euage, pufhed him away, 
jJaying at the fame time to 
hin — lIow came you to be 


-_ 
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conftituted a governor and 
judge over us? 

28 Do you intend to mur- 
der me, in the manner you 
murdered the Egyptian yef- 
terday ? 

29 Alarmed at this unex- 
pected reply, Mofes inftantly 
quitted Egypt, and fled with 
the utmof{t precipitation into 
Midian — where he refided, 
married, and had two fons. 

30 Forty years after his 
departure hither, as he was 
one day in the defert of 
mount Sinai, all on a fud- 
den he faw flames of fire dart 
from a bufh—which fignified 
the prefence of an angel of 
God. 

31 Mefes feeing this 
wonderful phenomenon ap- 
proached to explore it -—— 
when he heard the follow- 
ine words folemnly articu- 
lated : 

22.1 any the God of thy 
fathers, the God of Abra- 
Wants the Godcot aac. and 
the God of Jacob — Moles 
now fthook with horror, and 
durft not lift up his eyes to- 
wards the place. 

33 The heavenly voice 
then added—Loofe thy fan- 
dals — the place which thou 
treadeft is facred ground, 

aa JT have feen with in- 
finite concern the cruel fuf- 
ferings of my Be in 


ioe 
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Egypt — their groans have 
pierced ny ears — I am now 
defcended to vindicate them 
into liberty—and [ have ap- 
pointed thee their deliverer. 

35 So that this very per- 
fon, whom they rejected, 
contemptuoully telling him, 
Who made you our governor 
and judge ! — even this very 
perton the fupreme God by 
his angel, who now appear- 
ed, invefted with a divine 
authority and conftituted 
their leader and deliverer. 

36 Accordingly he was 
their conductor, and exhibit- 
ed before them the moft a- 
ftonifhing miracles in Egypt, 
in the Red Sea, and in the 
deferts of Arabia, during a 
period of forty years. 

37 This illuftrious per- 
-fonage gave this admonition 
to the Ifraclites—A prophet, 
fimilar to me, fhall the Lord 
your God raile up among 
~you—Hear and obey his in- 
{tructions. 

38 This excellent prophet 
was the molt diftinguifhed 


perfon in the vaft affembly of 


Ifrael — with him on mount 
Sinai, in the prefence of the 
whole collected body of our 
anceftors, an angel deiened 
e: oe 

jclely to converfe — with him 
ere the oracles of truth /éle. 
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4¥ entrufted to interpret and 
publith them to us. 

39 Yet this illuftrious per- 
fon, with all the illuftrious 
evidences he exhibited, our 
progenitors contemptuoully 
repulled and obftinately dil- 
obeyed, and preterred the 
flavery and idolatry of Koyprt 
to his guidance : 

40 collecting in a tumul- 
tuous manner about Aaron 
and clamouring —= make us 
Gods, under whofe aufpices 
we may return to the country 
we have relinquifhed — As 
for this Mofes, at whofe per- 
{uafion we all marched out ot 
Ecypt, we know not what 
is now become of him. 

4t They then made an 
idol in the fieure of a” cali, 
offered facrifice to it, and the 
ftatue they had formed uni- 
verlally tranfported them with 
the moft extravagant joy. 

42 This their propenfity 
to idolatry alienated from 
them the divine regards, and 
he left them to the lead of 
their depraved imagination 
— to pay their religious war- 
{hip to the heavenly luntina- 
ries, as one of the prophets 
teftifies in the following paf- 
lage pa OE Hiractites ! 
when you were in the wilder- 
nels did you ever, with ge- 
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nuine inviolable fincerity, ot- { narch, having been eminent- 
fer me religious facrifces and ly ci fi neuithed by divine oe 
oblations for the fpace of lvidence, intended to hav 
ey years ? I built a maenificent ono 
13 So far from this, that : for the fervice and worfhip 
en even fhe carried about ' of God. 
with youthe thrinc of Moloc bot 47 But the execution of 
and your deity Rephan in the ‘this grand defign was relerv- 
form of a % itar — You car- {ed to TColomon: 
ried with you carved images} 48 Not that the infinitely 
of thefe fictitious Gods, “to Hupreme and ever bleffed God 
which you paid your a loraseldeeh ie fractures: reared 
tion — Bur for this flagrant: by mortal hands, as the pro- 
idolatry and wickedneis- you | phet hath very july obferv- 


290 hap. vit. 


Shall be dragged captives into | ed 


a remote cOuny, fituated 
beyond Babylon. 

ax dn the wildernefs too 
the {vmboi o7 the divine pre- 
fence reficcd with our fore- 
farners. Gm that tabernacle: 
which the Beine, who deien- 
ed to converfe with Moics, 
commanded him to rear, and 
to form: aiter the niedel 
that was fhown to hun. 

46 This tabernacle the fub- 
{equent eencration brought 
with them into Palcftine, 
when under 
Jofhua they entered it and 
extirpated the natives — It 
continued to the time of king 
David. 

46 is inuftmous mo- 


2 The Leyvptians and Phenpicians 
ticular /Aas. 
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49 ‘‘ Heaven is my throre, 
earth is my footitocl — can 
any earthly building confine 
my prefence! can any edifice 
circum{cribe my immenfity ! 

fo Was not univertal na- 
ture called into exiftence by 
my omnipotence !” 

ht © ve obfiinate and in- 
corrieibic nation! your hearts 
are totally callous and infen- 
ible — for you ‘reject all the 
ftrikine and repeated evi- 
dences which the {pirit of 
God exhibits beiore vou — 
You act over the vices which 
your anceftors perpetrated be- 
1ore7con: 

62 For which of the an- 
tient prophets did they not 


ufed to ailign to their Deities par- 
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perfecute, did they not af- 
{affinate, who predicted the 
future coming of that moit 
excellent and righteous per- 
fon, whom you lately betray- 
ed and murdered! 

53 The law was folemnly 
promulgated amidit a nume- 
rous ? retinue of attending 
angels — yet you have paid 
no regard toits facred injunc- 
tions.’ 

§—54 Tuese words ftung 
the audience with fury and 
revenge, and tran{ported 
them with rage to that de- 
gree, that they onafhed their 
teeth upon him. 

65 In the midft of this 
cumult Stephen, by an im- 
pulfe of the holy fpirit, rail- 
ed his eves to heaven, and 
defcried the glorious tymbol 
of the divine prefence, and 
Jefus ftanding at the night 
hand of God 

56 On the ficht of th 
sae ipedt tacle he cried 
out in tranfport — I now fee 
heaven opened, and the fon 
or man fitting at God's right 
hand ! 

57 Upon hearing this they 
all raifed a confuted clamour 
—- ftopped their ears, and 
rufked funoufly upen him. 
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58 They then dragged him 
out of the city to ftone hun, 
and the witnefles {tripped off 
their upper garments, and 
committed them to the cul- 
tody of a young perion, whofe 
name was Saul. 

59 While they were over- 
whelming him with ftones, 
Stephen devoutly uttered this 
ejaculation—-Lord Jefus! re- 
ceive my {pirit! 

60 He then kneeled down 
and fervently uttered this 
prayer O Lord! impute 
not to them the ouilt or this 
murder { After he had 
ipoken thefe words, he breath- 
ed his laft, 
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H O this murder Saul 
* had given a chear- 
ful tuffrage — Imme diately 


upon this “there was raifed « 
violent perfecution againit 
the Chriitians who were in 


derufalem:— who all, except 
the apoities, abandoned it, 
and difperied into diferent 
parts of oe Ea and Samaria. 
2 The body of Stephen 
Was EID i and interred 
feveral devout perfors, 
who deplored his death with, 


. 
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great and unteigned lamen- 
tation. 

3 In the mean ume Saul 
© purtued the chriftians with 
implacable fury—-—torcibly 
entering private houtes, and 
dragging perions ot both fexes, 
without ditinction, to prifon. 

§—4 THe chriftians, who 
were thus difperied in’ vart- 


ous parts, difeminated their 


principles, where ever they 
came. 

5 Phihp, — particularly, 
came to a town belonging to 
the Samaritans, and preach- 
ed to its inhabitants, That 
the Jace Jetus was the great 
Meffiah. 

6 Hiis dectrine met with 
univerfal reception from the 
people—nearing and feeing 
them confirmed by many a- 
{toniihing operations, which 
he publickly performed : 

7 for many perfons, who 
were greatly difordered in 
their intelleéts, were inftant- 
ly reftored by him to the ufe 
of reafon—and great numbers 
of thofe, who were paralytic 
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and lame were 
ed. 

§ Tdis deCrines and his 
beneficent miracles caufed 
univertal joy in that town. 

9 There had been in the 
fame tow, for fome time, 2 
man whofe name was Simon, 
who publickly pretended to 
be a very extraordinary per- 
fon, and who had amazed 
the whole nation of the Sa- 
maritans by his magic arts, 

10 Thejugele and artiice 
of this impottor had fecured 
him univerfal veneration from 
high and low indifcriminately 
— who believed him inveft- 
ed with extraordinary divine 
powers. 

11 [te was therefore held 
In procdigicus reverence 
for he had tor a confiderable 
time aftonifhed them by the 
delufive tricks he had ex- 
hibited among them. 

12 But when the people 
were now convinced of the 
truth of the chriftian religion, 
and cheartully embracing the 
doctrines that Phihp taught 


perfectly cur- 
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concerning the gofpel difpen- 
fation and the Meffiah, were 
all, both men and women, 
baptized by him, ~ 

13 this Simon too avowed 
nis belief of chriftianity and 
was baptized — From which 
time he was continually along 
with Philip, teftifying the ut- 
moft aftonifhment at the mi- 
raculous powers he faw him 
exert: 

x14 When the apoities at 
Jerufalem were informed of 
the reception that Samaria 
had given to the chriftian re- 
velation, they fent Peter and 
John.to them. 
~ 15 The two apoftles, on 
their arrival, fervently bee- 
ceed of God that the Sama- 
ritan converts might receive 
the efufion of the holy fpirit. 

16 For none of them had 
yet been endowed with fpiri- 
tual oiits—they had only been 
baptized upon their profefiing 
their fincere belief in the 
truth of the goipel. 

17 After they had prefer- 
red this addrefs to heaven, 
they laid their hands upon 
them — after which the mi- 
raculous influences of the ho- 
ly {pirit were imparted to 
tiem. 

18 When Simon faw that 
by the impofition of the hands 
of the apoftles the gifts of the 
holy {pirit were conferred, he 
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took them afide, and offered 
them a fum of money, 

19 Saying at the fame time 
— Communicate, I befeech 
you, the power you pofiels, 
to me too, and enable me to 
confer the holy {pirit upon 
whomioever I fhall lay my 
hands. 

20 Peter iaid to hum—May 
thy money perifh with thee! 
for being capable of form- 
ing {fo bafe and groveling a 
thought, as to hope to be able 
to purchafe thefe divine gifts 
with money ! 

21 By fuch a propofal thou 
difcovereft that thou haft no 
real cordial intereft in this 
Important concern The 
omnifcient God knoweth that 
thy heart is not fincere. 

22 Repent, therefore, of 
thy wickednelfs with unfeien- 
ed contrition and remorfe, and 
earneftly implore God to par- 
don thy confcious infincerity 
and diffimulation. 

23 kor I am convinced 
you are an abandoned crea- 
ture, and are now ina moft 
dreadtul and deplorable con- 
dition, 

24 Simon replied —I beg 
vou would intercede for me in 
your prayers to God, that the 
dreadiul judgements, you have 
mentioned, may be averted 
fron me. | . 

25 After this the apoftles 

returned 
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returned to Jerufalem, after 
iaving preached, and by their 
te{timony confirmed the chril- 
tian doctrine not only in that 
town, but in feveral other 
villages of the Samaritans. 

§ 26 AFTER the two 
apoftles had left Samaria, an 
angel of God anpeared and 
thus fpoke to Philip — Go 
immediately fouthward to the 
road that leads from Jerufa- 
lem to Gaza, which 1s now 
uninhabited. 

27 Inftantly he obeyed the 
heavenly admonition — and 
upon his arrival behold an 





JEthiopian eunuch, one of 


the moft eminent perfonages 
at the court of ° Candace 
queen of the /Athiopians, 
and by her conftituted the 
fupreme eovernor of 
treafury, had been at the ca- 
pital to pay his religious ado- 
rations, 

28 and was now returning 
in his chariot, and reading a- 
loud as he travelled the pro- 
phecy of Tfaiah. 

2g Philipwasthen prompted 

by a divine impulle to ad- 
vance up to the chariot. 

20 Running to the fide of 


it, therefore, he heard dif- 
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tinctly the words of the pro- 
phet Haiah—Upon which he 
faid—Do you underftand the 
meaning of the paffage you 
are reading? 

oe he eunuch replied — 
How is it pofible for me to 
underftand fuch obfcure pro- 
phecies, unlefs I had fome 
eis perfon to explain 
them to me? — He then in- 
vited Philip into the chariot 
to interpret the words. 

32 The portion of {crip- 
ture which he had been read- 
ing was this — ‘* He was led 
as a fheep to the flauchter, 
and as a lamb betore its fhear- 
er is dumb, fo #e uttered not 
one repining, one murmur- 
ing word. 

"39 In the ftate of his hu- 
miliation he met with the 
moft unjuft treatment, with 
the moft injurious indigni- 
ties—No words can fully re- 
prefent the abandoned profii- 
gacy of the age in which he 
lived for in the blood of 
this divine perfon they em- 
brued their hands.” 

24 The eunuch then faid 
to Philip—I fhall be ereatly 
obliged: to you if you can e¢- 
lucidate this paflace — Doth 





4 Steabdo mentions Candac?, who, in his time, he favs, was queen of the 


fEthiopians, anda lady of great fpirit: 
Spates Lib. xvin. 


tev Ainter, dies “WN TIS purr. 

1620. Ws EJsENNS TSIT! Kartiouns : 
Regnare Feminom # Candacen: 
trattit. “Pun iis 3 ay, i a etaesy 


e~ 
or 


¢ ¢ e 
Kard anus, i nal’? mace NE 
p: n20% deat: Pari 


Digi Pec 70. Edit. Hancv. 1606. 


quod nomen multis yam annis ad reginas 


the 


Chap.1%: 


the prophet here fpeak of 
himfelf, or of fome other per- 
fon? 
35 Philip then, beginning 
with the explication of this 
affage, proceeded to exhibit 
before him all the evidences 
of the chriftian religion. 
36 The eunuch being con- 
vinced of its truth and divi- 


mity, it happened as they 
were travelling on, engaged 


in mutual conference, that 
they came to fome water 
upon which the eunuch taid 
to Phihp——See! here 1s wa- 
ter—have you any objection 
to baptizing me? 

37 If you are a fincere be- 
liever in the truth of chriftia- 
nity, replied Philip, you may 
—He anfwered —I am upon 
the beft evidence convinced 
that Jefus is the Meffiah and 
the fon of God. 

38 He then ordered the 
chariot to flop—upon which 
they both went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized 
him. 

39 But no fooner were 
_ they come up out of the wa- 
“ger, but the holy fpirit * was 
fhed upon the eunuch—-and 
an angel of God fuddenly con- 
veyed Philip away out of the 
eunuch’s fight —This digni- 
fied perfonage afterwards pur- 
fucd his journey with an heart 
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expanded with the higheft 
tran{ports. 

40 But the firft place in 
which Philip was feen was A- 
zotus —- through which he 
pafied, and promulgated the 
chriftian doétrines in all the 
towns he travelled through, 
till he arrived at Czelarea. 


Geb Pete. 


N the mean time Saul, 

who had for fome time 
been uttering the moft furi- 
ous menaces againtt the chril~ 
tians, and {till vowed deftruc- 
tion to the whole name, wait~ 
ed upon the high prieft, 

2 and begeed he would 
erant him letters of licence to 
the fynagosues in Damafcus, 
to impower him to feize, fet- 
ter, and conduct to Jerula- 
lem, any perfons, of either 
fex, whom he found infected 
with thofe principles, 

3 With this commiffion he 
tere THe CIty But when he 
was now advanced within a 
little diftance from Damafcus, 
ail on aiudden a flood of light 
irom the fky poured its efful- 
cent {fplendors around him. 

4 By its immente and 
refittible effufion he was in- 
itantly {truck to the ground 
— where as he lay proftrate 
he heard the following words 
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folemnly 


nae 


folemnly uttered 
Saul! why doft thou perfe- 
cute me! 

5 Lord! who art thou, he 
rephed—I am, ani{wered the 
heavenly vifion, that Jefus, 
whom thou art perfecuting 
— bur it is madneis for thec 
to contend with a fuperior 
powcr ! 

6 Saul now in an ecttafy 
of terrour and ftupefaction 
faid — Lord! What wouldeft 
thou have me to do ? —The 
celeftial form then faid—Rife 
and go into the city — thou 
shalt there be acquainted with 
the province I have affigned 
thee. 

+ During this amazing 
fcene the other perfons, who 
were In his company, ftood 
fixed and fpeechleis with hor- 
roy and confternation — they 
diftinctly heard the voice, but 
Jaw not the perfon by whom 
it was uttered. 

8 Saul then refe from the 
earth-—cpened his eyes, but 
found the dazzling {plendor 
had totally deprived him of 
fioht — His teow travel- 
lers led him by the hand, and 
conducted him into Bamalcus: 

g Here he continued dark 
for three days, and in that 
time neither eat or drank any 
thine. 

10 Phere was then in Da- 
malcus a chriftian whofe name 
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This perfon 


was favoured with a divine 
vifion, in which our Lord 
called him by name—to whom 
he anfwered — Lord! I am 
ready to perform whatever 
you are pleafed to enjoin me. 

11 Jefus then faid to him 
— Go inmediately into the 
{treet called Futheia, and 
enquire at the houfe of Jude 
for a perfon called Saul, a 
native of ‘Tarfus—tor behold 
he 1s now praying | 

12: 4 too hath had 2 vie 
fion, in which there was re- 
prefented a man called Ana- 
nlas, approaching him, and 
by the impofition of his hands 
inftantly reftoring him to 
the ule of his fight. 

13 Ananias replied —«—~ 
Lord ! 1 have been informed 
by many perfons of the va- 
rious and dreadful miteries 
that this very perfon hath in- 
flicted upon the profeffors of 
thy gofpel in Jerulalem. 

14. Andin this city he hath 
now received an unlimited 
authority from the hi¢h priefts 
to apprehend and confine all 
who adhere to thy caute. 

i; he Lord then faid:to 
him—Hefitate not to vO tO 
him, for he is my fcleét and 
diftinouithed inftrument, by 
means of whom the truth of 
my gofpel fhall be diffuled a- 
mong the leathers and among 

the 
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the Fews, and publifhed be- 
fore the moft dignified and 
augult perfonages. 

16 For I will explicitly re- 
veal and exhibit before him 
that feries of labours and fuf- 
ferings which I have ap- 
pointed him to fupport for 
the chriftian caufe. 

17 Immediately Ananias 
complied with the heavenly 
admonition, and went into 
the houfe where he lodged 
—he then laid his hands upon 
him and faid—Brother Saul! 
that Jefus, who appeared to 
you on your road hither hath 
deputed me to you, miracu- 
loufly to reftore you to your 
ficht — after which you fhall 
be favoured with the divine 
afffatus. 

18 That moment there fell 
from his eyes fomething like 
the {cales of fifh; and he in- 
{tantaneoufly recovered his 
ficht—he then rofe and was 
baptized. 

1g After this he took re- 
frefhment, and being foon re- 
inftated in his former health 
and vigour, fpent fome days 
with the chriftians in Da- 
maf{cus. 

20 Immediately atter he 
recovered, he went into the 
lynagozues, and publickly 
declared his conviction, That 
Jefus was the Meffiah and 
a mott iluftrious meilengver 
from God. 
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21 A conduct and decla- 
ration fo unexpected filled all 
the audience with the laft a- 
ftonifhment —one faid to an- 
other, Is not this the very 
perion who fo ftrenuoufly at- 
tempted to exterminate the 
chriftian caufe from Jeruta- 
Jem? Did he not come 
hither vefted with full powers 
from the high priefts to ap- 
prehend thoie who had em- 
braced this religion and car- 
ry them in chains to Jeru- 
falem ? 

22 But Saul exerred all his 
powers in proving the truth 
of the principles he had now 
efpoufed, and refuted the 
Jews of Damaicus, who op- 
pofed him — moit zealoufly 
demonttrating by many ar- 
cuments that Jefus was the 
true MemMiah. 

23 The Jews being highly 
exafperated at his conduct, 
fome time after confederated 
together to murder him. 

24 Accordingly they watch- 
ed the gates of the city day 
and might to afiaffinate him 
—But he having received in- 
formation of their bloody de- 
hens againft his life, 

25 the chnftians privately 
took him, and let him down 
ina bafket through an aper- 
ture in the city wall. 

26 Upon his arrival in Je- 
rufalem he immediately of- 
fercdto join himlelras a mem- 
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ber to the fociety of chriftians 
there—but they fhunned and 
ivared him, being difiident of 
his fincerity. 

27 But Barnabas took him 
and introduced him to the 
apoftles — giving them, at 
the fame time, a minute de- 
tail of the vifion he had ieca 
in his late journey, what Je- 
fus then faid to him, and with 
what an undaunted refolution 
he had publickly advanced, 
and defended in Damatcus 
the truth of the chriftian doc- 
trines. 

28 Upon this he was un- 
animoufly adniitted into their 
community—and all the time 
he was in Jerufalem he pro- 
muleated the principles of 
the gofpel with the mott ge- 
nerous freedom and intrepi- 
city. 

29 He addreffled his ar- 
guments to the Helleniftic 
jews, and laboured in a dif- 
putation he had with them to 
convince them of their truth 
— They were incenfed and 
formed a defign to murder 
him. 

30 The chriftians, receiv- 
ing information of their con- 
tederacy again{t his life, ef 
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corted him to Cefarea, and 
then fent nim to Tarfus. 

§—31 ‘Ar this time allthe 
focieties of chriftians that were 
formed in ali the various parts 
of Juaszza, Galilee, and Sa- 
maria, enjoyed an happy and 
undifturbed tranquillity 
and the number of thefe fo- 
cleties, whofe  conftituent 
members were happy in the 
effufion of the holy {pirit, and 
adorned their profeffion by a 
life of {trict piety and holi- 
nefs, was continually aug- 
menting, 

32 Peter taking a journey 
with a defien to vifit thele re- 
{pective focieties in their or- 
der, came, among others, to 
a congregation of chriftians 
at Lydcia. 

33 There was then in this 
town aman whole name was 
fEneas, who had been con- 
fined to his bed eight years 
by the palfy. 

34 To this perfon Peter 
went and thus fpoke — /f- 
neas! Jefus the Mefhah freeth 
you from your diforder—R uc, 
be you reftored to your for- 
mer ftrength — that moment 
he got up in perfect health 
and vigour. 
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35 The fight of this per- 
fon, reinftated in his former 
health, convinced all the 1a- 
habitants of Lydda and Sha- 
ron, who unanimoufly em- 
braced the chriftian religion. 

§—36 Art Joppé alfo there 
was a woman who had eipouf- 
ed the principles of the gof- 
pel, whofe name was Tabi- 
tha, in Greek, Dorcas — She 
was a perfon of a truly bene- 
ficent and liberal difpofition. 

37 During Peter’s itay at 
Lydda fhe jell fick and died 
——- Her friends after having 
wafhed the corpie laid 1 A 
an upper room. 

38 The chriftians in Joppe, 
which was near Lydda, hav- 
ing received information that 
Peter was there, immediately 
difpatched two meflengers to 
him entreating he would 
come to them without delay. 

39 On receiving this mef- 
face Peter went along with 
them — On his arrival in the 
place they took him into the 
upper room where the corple 
lay—round which all the in- 
digent widows f{tood bathed 
in tears, and deploring the 
irreparable lofs they had fuf- 
tained fhowing Peter a 
great variety of * garments 
that Dorcas had made, while 
fhe was living, to cleath poor 
neceflitous objects. 
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40 Peter ordered then ali 
to quit the apartment—upon 
which he kneeled down and 
prayed After this devout 
addrefs to God he turned to 
the dead body, and faid 
Tabitha! rite—-That moment 
fhe opened her eyes, looked 
at Peter, and fat up. 

41 He then gave her his 
hand, and helped her up — 
Peter called the chriftians and 
the mourning widows, and 


o . 
prefented her to them in per- 


tect health. 

42 The fame of this mira- 
cle was foon ditfufed through 
all Joppe, and induced great 
nunibers to embrace the chril- 
tian revelation. 

43 Peter after this con- 
tinued a confiderable time ar 
Joppe, and lodged with one 
Simon a tanner. 








CHAP. X. 
HER E was at that 


time in Cefarea a 
Roman officer, whote name 
was Cornelius, a centurion of 
the Italian cohort. 

2 This gentleman and his 
whole family were eminent 
for rehgious piety—he was al- 
{fo extemely liberal and bene- 
ficent to the poor, and con- 
ttantly reoular in his daily de- 
votions. 


undzy and upper garments. 
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e Onexdave about three 
o'clock in the attcrnoon, as 
he was engaged in the private 
exerciies of fervent prayer 
to God, he faw a celettial 
mefienger enter his apart- 
ment, aad call him by his 
naine. 

4 Cornelius inftantly fix- 
ing his eyes upon him, and 
thuddering with terror faid to 
the heavenly torm Lord ! 
What means thy prefence ! 
—The angel rephed—Corne- 
hus! thy fervent prayers and 
iny charitable actions have af- 
cended:to the Deity “cs the 
moft pleafing and gratciul 
oblation. 

5 God hath, therefore, ae- 
puted me to bid thee imme- 
diately to difpatch a meficn- 
ger to Joppe, and fend for 
one Simon jurnamed Peter. 

6 He ledges with one S!- 
mon atanner, whole houfe 1s 
fituated by the fea fide—This 
perfon will inftruét thee in thy 
duty. 

7 The celeftial mefienger, 
having uttered theie words, 
difappeared—Cornelius then 
immediately called two of his 
domeftics and a religious fol- 
dier who waited on him. 
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8 And after he had related 
to them the particulars of 
this tranfaction, he difpatched 
them to Joppe. 

9 The next day as the mef- 
fengers were upon the road, 
and had now advanced with- 
in a little way of the town, 
Peter retired about noon to 
the top of the houfe, to offer 
his devotions to God. 

10 At the time he afcend- 
ed he felt the keen fenfations 
of hunger—but while the fa- 
mily was preparing retrefh- 
ment, he fell into a trance. 

11 And ina divine vifion 
he had the following fcene ex- 
hibited to him — He faw the 
fy fuddenly part, and from the 
aperture he beheld a kind of 
receptacle, likea large fheet", 
tied at the four corners, de- 
fcend towards him—and era- 
dually let down ’till it refted 
on the ground. 

12 This contained all 
kinds of quadrupeds on the 
face of the earth, and every 
fpecies of wild bea{ts, rep- 
tiles, and fowls. 

13 After this was defcend- 
edand placed at his feet—he 
heard the following words 
pronounced—Peter ! killand 
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eat of any of thefe creatures, I am the perfon ycu enquire 


indifcriminately. 

44 By no means Lord! re- 
plied Peter, I have ever con- 
{cientioufly refrained from e- 
very f{pecies of food which is 
unclean. 

15- The heavenly voice 
then refumed--—~ W hat God 
hath deemed pure, dare not 
thou to pronounce impure. 

16 This was repeated three 
tmes—after which the whole 
apparatus was conveyed up 
into heaven. 

17 While Peter was revolv- 
ing this amazing {cene in his 
mind, and anxioufly rumi- 
nating what ic could import, 
the meflengers of Cornelius 
were below, 

18 enquiring if one Simon 
firnamed Peter lodged there. 

19 While Peter was folici- 
toufly reflecting on the parti- 
culars of this vifion, he was 
by an immediate fugeeftion 
of the fpirit informed that 
there were three men enquir- 
ing for him: 

20 commanding him to de- 
fcend immediately and go 
alone with them withcut any 
{cruple affuring him that 
they were fent to him by his 
direction. 

21 Peter then went down 
and faid to the meflengers— 
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for—-What caufe hath brought 
you hither? 
22 We were difpatched to 
you, they rephed, by Corne- 
lus, a centurion, a man of 
diitinouithed virtue, a de- 
vout worthipper of God, and 
univerlally celteemed by the 
Jews, who hath been di- 
rected by an angel of God 
to lend for you to his houfe 
and to receive inftructions 
trom you. 
29 ‘Peter invited the mef- 
the nere 
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next morning he enc iome of 


the chriitians at jJoppeé, tec 
out for Ceclarea; 

24 where they arrived the 
cay after—-Cornelius in the 
mean time had convened his 
relations and his mofkt inti- 
mate friends at his houfe, and 
was impatientiy waiting their 
return —! When Peter was 
now advanced within a little 
diftance fron Crefarea, one 
of the fervants ran before to 
acquaint the officer of his ar- 
rival. 

25 Lhe centurion receiv- 
Ing this information imme- 
diately hafted to meet 
and proftrared hinfelr 
Teck. 

26 But Peter railed him, 


Ao2 


faying—Pay not this homage 
to me—I am but a frail mor- 
tal hike yourfelt. 

27 They then both toge- 
ther entered the houfe, en- 
gaged in mutual converfation 
— where Peter found a large 
company affembled, 

28 to whom he then ad- 
drefied himfelf — ** I need 
not acquaint you that it is 
deemed unlawful for a Jew 
to form connections and con- 
tract intimacies with foreign- 
ers—but’ the great God hath 
jcte'y admoniihed me to think 
no rational being of any na- 
tion polluted or defiled. 

29 Accordinely | complied 
with this invitation without 
‘the leaft hefitation — I bee, 
therctore, to know the rea- 
fon that induced you to fend 
for me. 

30 Cornelius then faid — 
« Four days ago I impoted 
upon myfelf a religious faft, 
which I kept ’ali about this 
time of the day — but as | 
was engaged in the private 
exercife of prayer about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, a 
celeftial meflenger in an hu- 
man form and in a robe of 
ineflable fplendor {tood be- 
fore me, 

31 and thus fpoke — Cor- 
nelius! thy prayer is accept- 
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ed, and the benevolence of 
thy foul is grateful to God. 

32 The Deity, therefore, 
hath deputed me to bid thee 
immediately to dipatch a 
meflenger. to Joppe and fend 
for one Simon who 1s firnam- 
ed Peter, who lodges with 
one Simon a tanner, whofe 
houfe is fituated by the fea 
fide — This perfon will 1in- 
ftruct thee in thy future duty. 

33 [then inftantly difpatch- 
ed a mefiage to you, and 
am greatly indebted to you 
for your ready compliance 
with my invitation —We all 
of us therefore, who are now 
* before you, are afiembled 
to receive the initructions 
God hath commiffioned you 
to deliver to us. 

34 Peter then with great 
folemnity thus addrefled him- 
felf to the company—‘* I am 
indeed now convinced that 
the Deity is no refpecter of 
perions : 

35 But that in every nation 
of the world the fincerely pi- 
ous and virtuous are indifcri- 
minately the objects of his 
love. 

36 You muft needs have 
heard of thofe doctrines which 
God lately delegated his fon 
Jefus the Mefiiah co publith 
among the Jews, and by the 
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clorious revelation of which, 
he gracioufly intended their 
virtue and ! happinels 


Tius :Lultrious meflenger is 





now conft:tuted by the Deity 


the univerlal governor ot 
mankind. 

37 You know that thefe 
. doétrines, which after John’s 
- public baptifm f/f began to 
be publifhed in Galilee, were 
from thence, as from a cen- 
ter, foon diffufed through the 
whiole extent of Judea, 

38 The perfon who deli- 

vered thefe fublime and hea- 
venly truths was Jefus of Na- 
zareth—-whoin God invefted 
with the molt fignal powers 
who during the whole 
courfe of his public miniftry 
conftantly went about doing 
beneficent actions, and mi- 
raculoufiy freeing mankind 
from the moft dreadful and 
inveterate diforders — exhi- 
biting the moft ttrone and 
{triking evidences that his 
miffion was trom God. 

39 We his apoitles were 
fpectators of the actions he 
performed both in Judzea and 
in the metropolis — You can 





be no ftrangers to the fate of 


this divine perion, whom the 
Jews crucified and murdered. 

40 But on the third day 
aiter his crucifixion God rail- 
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ed him from the grave, and 
permitted him to exhibit him- 
lel alive 

41 not indeed publickly 
to the world, but to ws his 
conftant affociates and the 
companions of his life 
whom God in his infinite wif- 
dom appointed to publifh and 
attef{t the faéts, on which the 
truth of this difpenfation is 
fupported—With him, after 
his refurrection from the dead, 
we freely and famihariy con- 
veried. 

42 And he commanded us 
to proclaim to the world, and 
in the moft folemn manner to 
affure mankind, That he is 
conftituted by the Deity the 
fupreme judge both of the 
living and of the dead. 

43 In him the various pre- 
digtions of the antient pro- 
phets all center -—and atteft 
this great truth, That every 
one who beheves and obeys 
his religion fhall thro’ his me- 
diation obtain a total remil- 
fon of alltheir formercrimes.”” 

44 While he was vet fpeak- 
ing, the holy ipirit fell in co- 
pious cffufion upon all the 
audience. 

45 At this circumftance 
the Feewi/? converts, wno had 
attended Peter in this jour- 
ney, were lofi in an ecftaiy of 
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aftonifhment—That the holy 
fpirit fhould be e wally im- 
parted to the Heathens! 

46 being amazed beyond 
defeription to hear them 
fpeaking a variety of lan- 
guages and ceicbrating the 
power of God — Peter then 
{aid to thofe who thus teiti- 
fied thei furprize, 

47 Can any perfon be fo 
ferupulous as to exclude thole 
froin baptifm, who have been 
-favoured with the gifts of 
the holy ipiric equally with 
ourfelves ? 

28 Ee then ordered them 
-to be inidizted into the chrif- 
tian faith by dbaptifm—After 
the performance of this rite 
they begged he would ipend 
afew days with them. 


Ce AP. eect, 
1 7S HIE fome of this event 


{oon reached the other 
apottiecs and the chriitians who 
were in Judaza, that even the 
Ileathens had embraced the 
golpel. 

2 Upon Peter’s arrival, 
therefore, in Jerulalem, the 
Fewilh chriftians warmly ex- 
poftulared with him, 

3 Saying—You have been 
famitiarly converfine with un. 
circumcifed Heathens and alf- 
jociating with them. 

4 Peter, finding them of- 
fended with his conduct, re- 
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counted to them a circum- 
ftantial detail of the whole 
tranfaction—faying— 

5 ** As I was one day of- 
fering up my private devo- 
tions in foppe, fuddenly alt 
my faculties were fufpended, 
and J funk into a trance —— 
in which the following fcene 
was exhibited before me 
1 faw trom the clouds, that 
fuddenly fevered, fomething 
like a large fheet, tied at the 
jour corners, defcend towards 
me’tillit reclined on the earth 
at my feet. 

6 This attracting all my 
attention as I intenfely view- 
ed it, I found its contents 
were all kinds of quadrupeds 
on the face of the earth, and 
every {pecies of wiid bealts, 
reptiles, and fowls. 

7 Ithen heard the following 
words articulated —— Peter! 
kill and eat of any of thete 
creatures before thee indiferi- 
minately. 

8 By no means, Lord! I 
replied—for I have ever con- 
Icientioufly refrained from e- 
very fpecies of food which 1s 
unclean. 

g The heavenly voice then 
refumed — What God hath 
deemed pure, dare not thon 
to pronounce impure. 

10 This was repeated three 
times—after which the whote 
apparatus was conveyed up 
into heaven, 
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11 immediately after this | 
vifionary fcene difappeared, 
three perfons, who were dc- 
puted to me from Czsfarea, 
were making enquiry for me 
at the houfe where I lodged. 

12 That inftant I was di- 
rected by an immediate im- 
pulfe of the fpirit to go alone 
with them, without any foru- 
ple—accordingly lwasattend- 
ed by thefe fix tellow chriltians 
who are now with me, and we 
entered the officer’s houfe. 

i3 He then informed us 
how an angel had appeared to 
him in his own houfe and 
directed him to difpatch a 
meflage to Joppé, and fend 
for a perfon whole name was 
Simon. 

14 Adding — this perion 
will give you inftruétions, by 
a compliance with which you 
and your family will attain 
everlafting felicit 

15 Behold, thic crefore , In 
the midft ef my dilceurie to 
them the holy } sae was fhed 
upon them in Se eitu- 
fion, ¢ exactly in the manner 
3¢ was imparted to us ‘ rit. 

16 This circumftance made 
me recoliect the ollowing ex- 
preffion of our Lord—* John 
baptized caly with water, but 
vou fhail be baptized with 
the holy fpirit.” 

io Since _ therefore, God 
hath been pleated to impart 
10 ie Jame fpiritual 
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gifts as he communicated to 
“ws who beheved the divine 
pi and doctrines OF his 

on Jefus — was it for me to 
ae and preferibe to, his in- 
fallible wildom.” 

18 Pnis account entirely 
difpelied all their inquictule 
and they unanimoufly offered 

ervent gratitude to 

ina Cod oF 

traniport And hath God 
indeed, of his infinite be- 
nienity, extended even to the 
Heathens the offer of a blcf- 
fed immortality upon fin- 
refor- 


their 
God, iaying 





cere repentance and 
mation of lite ! 

§—ig Tue chrifhans, who 
were difperfed from as 
lenk “by the perte cution tha 
was raifed againit them after 
Stephen’ s martyrdom, 
erated to Pheenicia, 
prus, and to Antioch——bur 
Urey smreached. tne 
ote, EXCCDt Fees, 

26 but there were fome of 

thee who were natives or Cy- 
prus and Cvrene, who com- 
ing to Antioch attempted to 
make converts among the 
Gre a s by preaching to them 
e-chieiitian ae rines. 
Stier atienint 
ied to bleis and 
fuccecd “ot prodigious 
numbers were convinced cf 
the ihc of chriftianity and 
enibracea tt 
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merous converfions reaching | informed that Saul was at 


the affembly of chriftians at 
Jerulalem, they depured Bar- 
nabas to go to Antioch. 

23 Upon his arrival, when 
he faw the happy ftate of 
things, and the wonderful 
fuccefs the gofpel had provi- 
dentially met with, he was 
tranfporied with joy, and im- 
portunatcly exhorted all the 
converts to- adiiere-11move- 
ably to the chriftian  prin- 
ciples. 

24 This Barnabas was a’ 
perion of diftinguifhed gvod- 
ne{fs, a warm advocate for 
chriftianity, and eminently 
favoured with {piritual gifts 
His amiable character 
and erdowments, therefore, 
were the means of very con- 
Hiderable numbers adopting 
the dofrines of the gofl- 
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lere happening to be 


m Mewartises. 


Tarlus he purpolely went 
thither in fearch of hin -—— 
when he had met with him 
he brought him to Antioch. 

26 In this city they conti- 
nued an whoie year—tforming 
the converts into a fociety, 
and inftruéting a very confi- 
derable body in the doctrines 
of the gofpel—and thele two, 
while in Antioch, firft gave 
the prorefiors of the coipel, 
by a ™ divine direction, the 
denomination of Chriftians. 

§—27 Ivy the mean time 
while Saul and Barnabas were 
thus employed, fome perions, 
whom (sod had {een fit to en- 
dow with prophetic giits, 
came down to Antioch. 

28 One of thele, whofe 
narne was Agabus, role up 
inthe aflembly, and by a di- 
vine impulfe predicted a 
dreadful famine, by which 


This word, in all the places in which it occurs in 


the N. TT. fignifies to inform, denominate, declare, &3 a divine direftion. 
Contult Maths 1.12.29. Ruben, 26. Atts x. 225 Kom. vie ae dach. 
will, 5. Chap. xi. 7. Chap. xu. 25. Inthe Greek claffics it figuifies to 
deliver the orucular refponie, and very frequently to /peak authoritatively, 
as princes, generals, magiftrates, to private perfons. ‘* When the fenate 
waned upon Cafar, he /peke to them as private perfous, -yeru-TeZ ar. 
Pluarch Gafar. p. 1330. Chopatra appeared in public clad in the ftole 
of Lfs, and fescmnily called vertelf young Lis, exenuatiZe. Plutarch cn- 
TED Di ING Fe hist Gro, Oltph ne “BVO. “Aniigonus delivering his fenti- 
ments concerning what was future, ypnnaresse.  Pelyeiscr, p. 
Annibal /pete with the ambafladers, evonpatiCs, “A. p. 218. King 
Pailip having {poke with the aches, este. ade piamied 
him for afuming the diadwm and caving himlelf kiver, Ca tases venvaTie 
Cem, p. aor. He affumed the crown and daied 10 Pore 
Plptias, p. 401. Eait, Haare. 1619. 
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the whole extent of ” Judza 
would be muferably harafed 
—— Accordingly, this famine 
invaded Judza in the time of 
the emperor Claudius. 

29 In coniequence of this 
prediction thofe of the chril- 
tians who were in afiluent 
carcumitances mutually a- 
ereed to raile a fontribution 
for the fupport of their fellow 
chrifians in Judea. 

30 ‘this generous fcheme 
they carried into execution— 
and fent the money, that was 
collected, by Barnabas and 
Saul, to be depofited in the 
hands of the fenior chriftians. 


CH A PioXIt. 


_LOUT this time king 

Herod Agrippa raif- 

ed a perfecution again{t the 

chriftians, and apprehe nded 

and diftrefied feveral of their 
fociety. 

2 James the brother of 
John he icized and beheaded 9 
3 And teeing that thefe 

clent meatures’ again{t the 
chriftians rendered him 
tremely popular among 
Jews, he cauied Peter alfo to 
be apprehended during the 
teftival of unleavened bread ) 

4 Vhis apoitle, therefore, 


n Orme nery is twice ufed to fienify only the Jax of 7 
Fofephus mentions: the famine Hele predicted, as opvrei- 


Toke xxi. 26. 


sing Fudca mM the reign of Claudius. 
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the public prifon, and ftri ictly 
committed to the cuftedy of 
no leis than Gxteen {o] diers—:) 
He intended, after the pat 


chil folemnity was over, to 
convene 4 general afiembly of 


the people, to bring him out 
before them and publickly 
execute him, 

5 In this manner Peter lay 
confined and guarded for 
whofe deliverance and fafety 
the chrifhians interceded with 
God by unremitting and moft 
rervent fupplications. Pe 

6 But when the time ap- 
proached in which Herod in- 
tended to gratify the Jews 
vith his execution, in the 
night which preceded the 
day he, had: fixed for: 1t,-as 
Peter was {leeping 1n foft com- 
nofure between two foldiers to 
vhom he was refpectively 
chained by two fhackles,jand 
the jail-keepers were on duty 
at the priion gate— 

7 lo! an angel of Ged 
tuddeniy appeared ! and an 
inmenfe lichtdarted its {plen- 
dors around his cell--—The 
heavenly meffenoer then a- 
woke him, fayine—Rife this 
moment! —That inttant the 
fhackles dropped from his 
hands. *. 





udeas here, and 
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8. Phevaneel then 
Gird the cloaths, in which 
you lie, abouc you, and tie 
on your fandals—This done, 
hie faid, Put on your upper 
garment, and follow me. 

g He followed hin—but 
was not conicious that this 
was a teal trania ction he 
imagined it only a vifionary 
fcene exhibited to him in a 
dream, 

10 After paffing the firft 
and iccond watch they arriv- 
ed at the great iron gate 
which fronts the public ftreet 
-— this fpontancoufly opened 
to receive them—they pafied 
through, and went to ogether 
the length of cne {treet—af- 
ter wich the ancel fuddenly 
Vaniihed. 

rr Peter, being now con- 
{cious that the teene was real 
1 In IOUS ai Ren imnenE 
Now | indeed convinced 
Liat Cac 1 been pleated to 
depute an anecl to extricate 
He Tome tc row? s power, andi 
to fruftrate all the eager ex- 
pectation and fanguinary de- 
figns of the Jews. 

a Hethen went dircaly 
to a houle of Mary the mo- 
ther of John firnamed Mark 
—where a confiderable num- 
ber of the chriftians had ap- 
pointed to mect, and were 
taen praying, 

12 Knocking atthe c 
frgant mar, 


added—- 
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went tothe door to enquire 
‘the perfon’s name. 


14 She knowing his voice, 
in a flood of tranip ort did not 
flay to open tne door, but 


flew to the company, and 


teldthem that Peter was ftand- 
ne at the gate. 

s Itcis madnefs to affert 
nee nee thing, they faid— 
She peremptorily declared 
and perfifted in it, that fhe 
was fure it was him they 
then faidit muit be a meffen- 
cer from him. 

160 Peter in the mean time 
continued knocking-—- but 
when they opencd “the door, 
aad joo Was Nis. tuey 
were loit in an ectlacy of a- 
fionifhment. 

17 Pe made-a motion: te 
then with his hand to be 
hlent— and after informing 
them how an aneecl of God 
had delivered him out of pri- 
fon, ordered them to Seca 
James and the other chriftians 
with this mira oon. event— 
Having faid this he went a- 
way, and ctl to another 
place. 

1S The next morning there 
WAS a Creat hubbub ina con- 
fufion among the foldiers 
who were appointed _ his 
ouards, what was become of 
Peter, 

19° Hicrod, after maniac 
a diligent but frurtlefs fearch 
: 
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ers of the prifon, and order- 
ed them all to be executed— 
After this he quitted Juda 
and fixed his refidence at Ce- 
fare3: 

20: The reafon of his re- 
moval to this city was the 
violent refentments he had 
now conceived againft the 
Tyrians and Sidontans—But 
thete two opulent ftates, hav- 
ine aiterwards procured his 
chamberlain Blaftus to under- 
take their caufe, waited up- 
on him in a fupplicant man- 
ner and folicited peace; be- 
ing induced to this ftep by a 
contcioufneis that their terri- 
tories derived the fupports of 
life from the king’s domi- 
nions. 

§—21 Turis Herod Agerip- 
pa on occafion of a grand fo- 
lemn feftival arrayed himfelf 
in a royal and moft magnifi- 
cent drefs—and mounting a 
throne ereéted for him made 
a fpeech to the afiembled 
multitude. 
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22 This he had no fooner 
concluded, but the populace 
raifed an univerfal acclamati- 
on — repeating — ** Tt is the 
voice of a God and not of a 
mortal.” 
23 ° That moment the an- 
cel of God {mote him with a 
dreadful and incurable difeafe 
for that impious arrogance 
and pride with which his 
heart was now inflated 
He was devoured alive with 
P worms, and died inthe moft 
excruciating torments. 

24 After his deceafe chrit 
tianity flourifhed and the 
number of converts was con- 
tinually augmenting, 

§—25 barnasas and Saul 
after having faithfully dif 
charged the truft that was re- 
pofed in them with regard to- 
the charitable colleétion for 
the fupport of the chriftians 
in Judeea when they had 
paid it into the hands of the 
tenior chriftians, quitted Je- 
rulalem——taking with them 











° The fhocking death of this infolent creature is minutelv defcribed in 


all its circumftances by Fo/ephus. 


See dutig. L. 19. c. 8.§2. Edit. Hud- 


Jen. His arrogance and his end remind one of the unhappy exit of Crefis. 
«¢ Pavine vengeance, faith Herodotus, overtook Cre/us, becaufe he proudly 
imagined himtelf to have reached the higheft fummit of human gran- 
deur and felicity: For the pinnacle of mortal glory, which many pile fo 
hich, God fubverts from its loweft foundations. Heredst. Gr. &9 Lat. 
Vola. <p. 70. hae Glaize 1761: 

P Tlis grandfather Herod died in the fame fhocking manner. He was 
excruciated with dire pains in his bowels and an ulcer which bred worms. 
jofeph Ant. L. 17. ¢.6.§5. Hudson. Phoretima alfo, in Herodotus, was 
devoured alive with worms. Coga suacwy erelegs. dicrod. Vol, iv. p. 
358. Gla/g. 
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John firnamed Mark to be 
the companion of their la- 
bours. 


CHar. xin. 3 In the fo- 
ciety of Chriftians that was 
eftablithed at Antioch, whi- 
ther Saul and Barnabas now 
returned, there were fome 
perfons who were endowed 
with prophetic giits, and o- 
thers, who were qualified to 
be public inftructors—Thofe 
who were thus eminently difl- 
tinguifhed with thefe {piritu- 
al powers were Barnabas, S1- 
meon called alfo Niger, Lu- 
clus & native of Cyrene, Ma- 
nahen, who had been educat- 
ed along with Herod the te- 
trarch, and Saul. 

2 As thefe were one day 
engaced in the exercifes of 
devotion, andobierving a re- 
ligious faft, they were direct- 
ed by an immediate impulfe 
of the holy ipirit to fele@ trom 
among them Batnabas and 
Saul, and folemaly dedicate 
them to that important fer- 
vice, for the difcharee of 
which God had particularly 
appointed them. 

3 Immediately they-obcy- 
ed the divine call—and after 
they had fafted, praved, and 
laid their hands upon them, 
they difmiffed them to preach 
the goipel. 

4 ‘Thele two, who were 
thus exprefsly icgregated cut 
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of the fociety and deputed by 
the holy {pirit to propagate 
chriftianity, went firft to Se- 
leucia and trom this city 
crofied over to the ifle of Cy- 
prus. 

5 On their arrival they 
preached in the Jewifh fyna- 
gooues at Salamis the doc- 
trines of the gofpel. 

6 They then, attended by 
their affociate John, traverfed 
the ifle as far as Vaphos — 
where they met with a Jewith 
impottor called — Barjefius, 
who boafted his {killin magic 
arts. 

7 This impoftor was alone 
with Sergius Paulus the pro- 
conful, a rational and intelli- 
gent perfon, who fent an invi- 
tation to Barnabas and Saul, 
and defired they would favor 
him: with an account of their 
principles. 

§ But Elymas, whofe 
name in Greek fignifies Ma- 
sician, publickly oppoied 
them—ftudying to divert the 
proconful from his intention 
to embrace the chriftian reli- 
o10n. 

g But Saul, who affumed 
alfo the name of Paul, fixing 
his eyes inteniely upon the 
impoftor, and being inftantly 
feized with the divine afflatus, 

10 fatd to him—O thou 
profit@ate and abandoned 
creature | whofe heart, Iam 
conicious, is tull of fraud, 


diffimu- 





Chap. x1. 
difimulation, and the moft 
diabolical wickeclnefs — Dott 
thou ftill perfft in afperfing 
and counteracting the divine 
icheme which infinite wifdom 
hath planned 

11 Behold! the hand of 
that Being whom thou infult- 
eft tha; this moment ftrike 
thee——-and thou thalt be in- 
{tantly punifhed wirh a tem- 
porary deprivation of thy 
fisht—Hle had no fooner pro- 
nounced the words, Lut the 
impoftor’s eyes were clofed in 
total darknefs, and he grop- 
ed about on all fides to lay 
hold on fomething to fuppert 
his fteps. 

12 The proconful feeing 
this amazing event was {truck 
with the laft aftonifhment, 
and embraced ‘the chriftian 
doétrine, 

§—13 Paut and his com- 
panions afterwards embarked 
on board a veffel at Paphos 
and landed at Pergé in Pam- 
phylia—Here John left them 
and returned to Jerutalem. 

14 But the other travelled 
trom Pergé to Antioch in Pi- 
fidia —+ where they went into 
the Jewith fynagooue and fat 
down. 

15 Here after a portian of 
the law and the prophets was 
read, the prefidents of the fy- 
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gegue fent to them — beg- 
ging, If they could impart 
any thine that might contri-. 
bute co the initruction and e- 
dification of the audience, 
they would deliver ic. 

16 Upon this Paul ftood 
up, and making a motion 
with his hand, thus addretfed 
the afiembly—** Ye [raelites 
and devout worfhippers of 
the true God! let me crave 
your candid and terious atten- 
tion to the truths I fhall now 
deliver. 

17 The fupreme God, the 
merciful guardian and pro- 
tector of our sation, moft 
highly diftinguifhed our ila 
trious anceftors with his fa- 
vour, publickly beftowed up- 
Ci their Cefcendents many 
ficnal bleflings, during their 
reiidence in Heypt, and from 
their fervicude here vindicated 
them into liberty by a feries 
ot the moft aftonifhine mi- 
racles. 

18 God alfo, after their e- 
migration, miraculoutly ' fup- 
plied them with the necef- 
laries of lite in the dreary de- 
ferts of Arabia during a pe- 
riod of forty years. 

19 After this, under the 
{pecial conduct of divine pro- 
vidence, they overturned fe- 
ven different communities in 
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the land of Canaan, and diftri- 
buted, by lot, their territories 
among their refpective tribes. 

20 They were then tor 
four hundred and fifty years 
“ill Samuel’s time, governed 
by Jueges, whom God raifed 
and empowered to fuperin- 
tend them. 

21 They being afterwards 
defirous of regal government, 
NEP Cea Vor ane ne oaul the 
ion of Kifh, of the cribe of 
Benjamin, who was_ forty 
years old at his eiection, 

a2 After his removal, Da- 
vid was providentially ap- 
pointed their fovereion — to 
whofe character God bears 
dus teftimony “¢ | have 
ieleéted David, the fon of 
Jefie, to be their king-—-a 
perfon, whofe conduct, as a 
prince, will fecure my ap- 
probation, and who will, in 
his: political capacity, fully 
execute all my defions.” 

22 From the deicendents 
of this iNuflrious monarch 
hath Ged, according to his 
promife, been mercifully 
piealed to raffle up to Ifrael 
the great Redeemer—who was 
the Jace. Tehis-of Nazirerh: 

24 Theadventofthis divine 
perion John the Baptul predic- 

and pulblickly proclaim- 
ed tothe whole Jewilh aaron 
—declaring himicif to be ap- 
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pointed of God to prepare 
men for the \reception of this 
great propher by the baptifin 
of repentancg he publickly ad- 
muiniftred, 

25 John, * while he was 
fulfilling the office that provi- 
dence had afigiad him, ufed 
conftantly to addrefs himfeif 
to the people, who reforted 
to him, and fay to them 
Whom do you imagine me to 
be? — J affure you Iam not 
the perfon you expeét— but 
let me folemnly declare to 
you, Phat I am the harbin- 
cer of a moft dignified and 
cxalted perfon, to whom Jain 
rot worthy to ftoop and do 
the meanelt office. 

z6 My brethren! my fel- 
low defcendents from Abra- 
ham! and ye devout wor- 
fhippers of the true God! 
fuffer me to affure you, That 
this prophet was fent, and 
thefe doctrines publifhed for 
your falvation and happinefs: 

27 becaufe the Sanhedrim 
and citizens of Jerufalem be- 
ine wiltuily tenorant of the 
dienity of his perfon, con- 
demmed him to fufter capital 
punifhment— but he hereby 
fulfilled the exprefs predicti- 
ons of thofe prophets which 
are-vevery dapbuvl ead. in 
their rcheious alembhies. 

2§$ And fo implacably in 
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cenfed were they againft his 
perfon, that tho’ upon the 
itrictef{ examination — they’ 
found his character irreproach- 
able, and perfectly free from 
any ¢ suilethatdelerved death— 
yet by their inflexible impor- 
tunity they, at laft, prevailed 
upon Pilate to condemn hin 
to be executed. 

29 After they had by this 
public murder accomplifhed 
the feripture prophecies, they 
took him from the crofs, and 
interred his dead body in a 
toinb adjacent. 

30 But by the power of 
God he was raifed from the 
lead, 

31 and for a confiderable 
nuniber of days he exhibited 
himfelf alive to his compa- 
anions and friends, who had 
attended him in his laft jour- 
ney from Galilee to the capi- 
tal—- who were convinced of 
the identity of his perfon, 
and who are public witnefies 
to the world of the truth of 
his refurrection. 

32 We therefore proclaim 
among you the joyful news, 
That the fignal promuie, which 
God folemnly made and rati- 
fied with our anceftors, he 
hath now moft illuftrioufly 
accomplifhed in the prefent 
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day, by raifine Jefus the 
Meffiah from the dead. 

3 The prediccion in the 
fecond Pfalm is now fulfilled 
— “ Thou art my fon! this 
day have I informed thee 
with new life and immoarta- 
lity.” 

34 And to this great c- 
vent of his refurrection from 
the dead and his peculiar ex- 
emption from the general law 
of mortality, alludes the fol- 
lowing pafiaee of the prophet 
{faian aoe For you will I ac- 
complifh all the conditions of 
that everlafting covenant, 
which I have made with the 
houfe of David.” 

35 This 1s alfo clearly pre- 
dicted in another paflage-—-- 
‘ Thou wilt not fuffer the 
dead body of thy beloved fon 
to fuffer the common cor- 
ruption.” 

36 This lait paflage cannot 
refer to David—tor after this 
iuftrious prince had‘, in his 
oeneration, ferved the will of 
God, he paid the common 
debt to nature—his body was 
depofited in the grave, and 
reduced to its primit tive duff. 

37 The exemption, there- 
fore, from the putrefaction 
of the grave here mentioned 
can foley relate to that perfon 
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whom God thus raifed from 
the grave. 

38 Be ye alfo affured, my 
Gicuren that we are autho- 
rized to proclaim to the 
world through this perfon’s 
mediation a free and uni- 
verfal remiffion of all paft 
fins upon fincere repentance 
and reformation of life, 

39 Every one, therefore, 
who is convinced of the truth 
of his doctrines, and relolves 
{O-CONTOrM. to 1t.-1S 1 Omatiat 
moment " acquitted from all 
thofe crimes, trom the euile 
of which the law did not and 
could not exempt you. 

40 Reject not, I befeech 
you, the gracious propoials 
that are now importunately 
offered to you, k{t you pro- 
voke God to infict upon 
vou thofe terrible calamities, 
which he hath denounced a- 
gain{t the difobedient in the 
following palfage or ferip- 
ie 

ar Belo) "ye Cone 
temptuous defpilers of reli- 
gion, the miferies that are 1m- 
pending over your heads ! 
View them with aftonifhment 
—for inthele you fhall be in- 
volved — For in your days I 
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will produce events ‘fo inex- 
prefibly dire and dreadful, 
that fhould a perion give you 
a diitinét detail of them, he 
would not gain your credit.” 

42 He ended —~and the 
Jews going out of the fyna- 
gocue, the Heathens who 
ftaid behind, came to him, 
and begsed he would dif- 
courle to ¢henz on the fame 
fubje&t before the enfuing 
fabbath. 

43 Afcer theaffembly broke 
up feveral of the Jews and de- 
vout profelytes followed Paul 
and Barnabas —to thele they 
propounded and explained 
Tue. \chirittian. «doctrines, 2nd 
induced them to embrace this 
divine difpenfation. 

§—+14 * Tue fame of the 

ove tranfaction being ditf- 
fufed through the city, al- 
mott the whole town was ai- 
fembled together on the en- 
fuine fabbath to hear the 
doctrines of chriftianity. 

45 The Jews teeing this 
Immenfe multitude collected 
together, were initantly fired 
with rage and indignation 
and publickly oppoted 
the doctrines that Paul had 
advanced — proceeding, at 
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laft, to the moft indecent and 
opprobrious caluminies. 

46 To this torrent of a- 
bufe Paul and Barnabas with 
undaunted freedom and fpirit 
thus replied —— ‘* It was ne- 
ceffary in the order of the 
divine difpenfations that to 
you Fews the doctrines of 
chriftianity fhould jfrft be 
propofed — but fince you re- 
ject them, and by your con- 
duct fhow yourfelves unwor- 
thy of that eternal life which 
it reveals and offers to you 
— behold! we fhall for the 
future addrefs ourfelves to 
the Heathens. 

47 For fo hath God ex- 
prefsly enjoined us to do by 
the prophet — ‘* I have ap- 
pointed thee to illuminate 
the dark and benighted Hea- 
thens with thy beams, and to 
diffufe falvation and happi- 
nefs to the extremities of the 
clobe.” 

48 Hearing thefe expref- 
fions the Heathens were tranf- 
ported with joy and pious 
eratitude to God and as 
many of them, as ’ were dif- 
pofed for eternal life, imme- 
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diately embraced the chriitian 
religion. 

49 So that chriftianity 
fpread with great rapidity 
throughout the whole ad- 
jacent country. 

50 But the Jews inftigated 
fome ladies of diftinétion and 
character and the leading 
men of the town, and com- 
mencing a violent perfecu- 
tion againft Paul and Barna- 
bas, forced them to fly out 
of their country. 

51 Accordingly thefe twa, 
when they left their territo- 
ries, fhook off the duft of 
their feet as a public tefti- 
mony to them of their ob- 
{tinacy and impenitence, and 
travelled to Iconium, 

52 But the converts they 
had made here, during their 
ftay, were infpired with the 
moit pure and facred joy, and 
were favoured with an effu- 
fion of the holy fpirit. 


Cie? SEV. 


I PON their arrival at 
Iconium they went in- 
to the Jewifh fynagogue, and 
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preached the chriftian doc- 
trines with fuch energy as to 
induce a--very conficderable 
number both of Jews and 
Greeks to’embrace them. 

2 But that party of the 
Jews, who difbcheved thete 
doétrines, practifed every 
method to inflame and exat- 
perate the heathens againit 
the chriftians. 

3 But notwithf{tanding their 
implacable animofity, the a- 
pottles refided a confiderable 
time in the town, delivering 
the principles of the chriftian 
religion with invincible free- 
dom and intrepidity and 
God was pleafed to confirm 
the doctrines they taught by 
enabling them to perform 
many fional and aftonifhing 
operations. 

4 In the mean time a warm 





diffention arofe among the ci-. 


tizens—one party efpoufing 
the caufe of the infidel Jews, 


the other the caufe of the a- 


poitles. 

5 But when the heathen 
magiltrates and the Jews of 
the contrary fice carried their 


oppofition and refentments to. 


fuch violence as to contcde- 
rate together and unanimoul- 
ly form a determined refolu- 
tion to infult and ftone them, 


The Acts of the APOSTLES. 


Chap--xiv. 

6 the two apoftles-receiv- 
ing information of this con- 
{piracy again{t their lives, 
quitted the city, and ‘fled to 
Lyftra and Derbé, towns in 
Lycaonia : 

7 In which, and other ad- 
jacent places, they publifhed 
the gofpel. 

§—8 As Paul was preach- 
ine at Ly{tra there fat among 
the audience an helplefs ob- 
ject, a man who had been 
lame from ‘his birth. 

9g This perfon gave creat 
attention to what he deliver- 

ed=-——which Paul at leneth 
obfervine, he fixed his eyes 
intenfely upon him, and be- 
ing conicious he was pofleffed 
of fuch a degree of taith as 
qualified him to receive a mi- 
raculous cure, 

10 immediately turned to 
him and faid—Rife and ftand 
erect ! That moment he 
{prune from the ground in 
perfect vigour, and walked, 

11 The crowd. that was 
now aflembled, iccinge this 
amazing ipedacle, all cried 
out, 1n extreme afronihment, 
in the Lycaonian language— 
‘<The immortal gods, dif- 
ouifed in * human form, have 
deianed to vifit us 1? 

12 Accordingly they re- 
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cognifed * Jupiter in Barna- 
bas, and * Mercury in Paul, 
becaufe of his fuperiour elo- 
quence. ) 

13 The prieft, therefore, 
of Jove, whom they worfhip- 
ped as the euardian of their 
city, and whofe temple ftoocl 
a little way out of the town, 
immediately brought victims 
and ° chaplets of flowers to 
the door of the houfe where 
they lodged — attended with 
a vatt crowd, defigning to ia- 
crifice to them. 

14 Soon as the apoftles 
were acquainted with this re- 
folution, they rent their 
cloaths, rufhed out of the 
houfe, and flung themfelves 
among the collected multi- 
tude— vehemently exclaim- 
ing and with pathetic earneft- 
nefs thus addreffing them— 

15 °* Sirs! What hath in- 
duced you to this !——We are 
but frail mortals, fubject to 
the fame human forrows and 
fufferings with yourfelves-— 
The great defign of the glo- 
rious difpentation we preach 
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among. you, is, tO engage 
you to renounce thefe fictiti- 
ous deities, and to recover 
you to the belief of the one 
fupreme God, the creator 
and governour of univerfal 
nature. 

16 This infinite Being, 
tho’ in the ages that are pa{- 
fed, he did not explicitly 
commiffion any divine mef- 
fenger to remonftrate againft 
thefe abfurdities in worfhip, 
in which all the heathen na- 
tions were plunged, 

17 yet, notwithftandine 
he did not immediately inter- 
pofe to recover them, ‘ie ne- 
ver lett his exiftence and per- 
fections unattefted —For his 
being and perfections are 
loudly proclaimed by his 
ver ceafine beneficence, 
the regular and falutary 
volutions of the feaions, by 
fertilizing fhowers, and by 
his conftant liberal fupply of 
food and happinefs to all his 
rational creatures. 

18 But with all the arou- 
ments he could adduce, the 


2 Thefe save gods the Heathens believed did {ometimes accompany eaclt 
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Jupiter huc, fpecie mortali, cumqué parente 
Venit Atlantiades, pofitis caducifer alis. 


Ovid Met. S. 626. - 


+ To crown the apoltles agrecable to the pagan rites. All wore gar- 


fands at a heathen facrifice — Data funt capiti genialia ferte. 


Ovid 


Sreupar exov ev xepae exnGorx AmorrwvG. Homer. We 1.14. Tet 
eserg naeDorory execeupzevor. Sopbocl. Ocd. Tyr. fub izit. Or, they might 
« e oa a 

2 to crown the victims, as was a//o cuftomary. 


Wor. 1 


Ee 


people 


ALS 


people were with great difh- 
culty reftrained froin facrific- 
ing to them. 

19 During their flay at 
Lyftra, their implacable ad- 
verfaries the Jews of Antioch 
and Iconium, followed them 
hither and infticated the 
populace to fuch a degree of 
virulence and fury, that they 
all rufhed upon Paul and o- 
verwhelmed him with ftones 
—~they then dragged him 
vut of the city, imagining he 
was dead. 

20 But while the Chriftians 
were ftanding in a circle 
round his body, he revived 
— cot up — and went with 
them into the town — The 
next day he and Barnabas 
travelled to Derbe. 

ax After they had preach- 
ed in this town, and convin- 
ced a confiderable number, of 
the truth of Chriflianity, they 
turned back and revifited 
Lyftra, Iconium, and An- 
tioch, 

22 eftablifhing the minds 
of thole they had converted, 





in the principles of the gol- |. 


pel—exhorting them with the 
moft earneft and pathetic im- 
portunity to adhere to the 
doctrines, of whofe truth they 
were convinced; and admo- 
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nifhing them that the road to 
Chriftianity was infetted with 
forrows and fufierings. 

23 In every fociety that 
was rormed they appointed 
the fenior Chriftians to fuper- 
intend and inftruct the aflem- 


bly —for thete they prayed, 
obferving a religious fait, 


and theie they folemnly re- 
commended to the bleffing of 
that Being, of the truth of 
whofe goipel they had upon 
the beft evidence been con- 
vinced. 

24 After paffing through 
Pifidia, they came to Pam- 
phylia. 

25 They then travelled to 
Pergcand Attalera—in * both 
which towns they preached 


the Chriffian doéirine. 


26 At this laft place they 
embarked on board a vefiel, 
and failed to Antioch—trom 
which city by a particular di- 
vine direction, they had at 
frit departed—beine exprefl- 
ly deputed to that office, 
which they had now fo fully 
and faithfully difchareed. 

27 Immediately upon their 
arrival they convened the ai- 
fembly of Chriftians, and gave 
them acircumftantial account 
of the wonderful fuccels with 
which God had blefed them, 
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and whatan harveft Chriftiani- 
ty had begun to collect among 
the Heathens. 

28 In this city they conti- 
nued. with the Chriftians a 
confiderable time. 


Cali AP. XV. 


N the mean time fome 

perfons that came from 
Jerufalem told the Chriftians 
at Antioch, That if they did 
not fubmit to the Mofaic rite 
of circumcifion they could 
not obtain future happinets. 

2 This doctrine being 
warmly oppofed by Paul and 
Barnabas, and occafioning 
great debates and altercations, 
the Chriftians came to a deter- 
mination to difpatch Paul and 
Barnabas, and fome others of 
their fociety, to the apoftles 
and fenior Chriftians at Jeru- 
falem, to have their decifion 
of this controverty. 

3 Thefe, therefore, hav- 
ine received this commiffion 
travelled through Phoenicia 
and Samaria—_in all the places 
they pafied acquainting their 
Chriftian brethren with the 
converfion of the Heathens 
—an event, which infpired 
them all with the higheft 
tran{port. 

4. Upon their arrival in Je- 
rulfalem they were kindly re- 
ceived by the apoftles, the fe- 
wor Chrittians, and the whole 
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fociety — to whom they mi- 
nutely related the wonderful 
luccefs, with which God had 
blefied their mainitterial la- 
bours among the Heathens. 

5 Upon this fome of the 
fe of the Pharifees, who 
had embraced the golpel, rofe 
up in the aflembly and de- 
clared ——- That the Heathen 
converts ouoht to be circum- 
ciled, and enjoined a {trict 
obedience to the laws of 
Mioies. 

6 Hearing this variety of 
fentiments, the apoftles and 
fenior Chriftians appointed to 
meet together, in order to dii- 
culs this topic. 

tere, aiter this queftion 
had been ‘long avitated, and 
had mutually excited a fan- 
guine conteft, Peter ftood up, 
and thus addreffed the af 
fembly —=** You need not 
be intormed, my Chriftian 
brethren ! nos by a divine 
direction I fir? ? preached the 
gofpel to the Heathens, and 
how chearfully they embrac- 
ed its doctrines, 

8 and how worthy they 
were of this facred privilege, 
the great God, who is per- 
fectly acquainted with the 
human heart, hath abund- 
antly evinced by imparting 
the fame fpiritual gifts tothem 
as to ourlelves. 

By the communication 
of the blefii ings of the goipel 
in 
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in this impartial wadiftin- 
gudhing manner, he hath 
publickly manitefted that his 
wildem’ knows no diftin¢étion 
betwixt them and us. 

10 Ought you then to op- 
pofe the divine procedures, 
‘and limit his all-diffufive be- 
nevolence by impofing a yoke 
‘on the necks of thele Hea- 
then converts, whole rigour 
and feverity both your an- 
ceftors and yourielves have 
judged intolerable ? 

11 Ovr principles are, in- 
deed, the fame with stheis — 
for we believe that we fhall 
attain future falvation folely 
through the gracious difpen- 
fation of our Lord Jetus Chrift 
— ind the fame fundamental 
fentiments ‘they all enter- 
tam, 

12 He ended, and an uni- 
verlal filence enlued — Bar- 
nabis and Paul then gave the 
aflembly a’ circumftantial re- 
lation of their amazing fuc- 
cefs, and the fignal miracles 
God had enabled them to per- 
form among the Heathens. 

13 When they had con- 
cluded their narration, the 
apoftie James addreffed him- 
felf to the aflembly in the 
following manncr—I beg, my 
Chriftian brethren, you would 
hear my fentiments with at- 
tention and candour. | 

14 Peter formerly gave us 
a minute account of the man- 
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ner in which God was pleaf- 
ed to exprets his regards for 
the Heathens, and to feleé 
from among them the vir- 
tuous, as objects worthy to 
be tavoured with the revela- 
tion of his mind and will. 

15 In predicting this dit 
tincuifhed event, all the an- 
tient prophets unanimoully 
agree —= The following pro- 
phecy 1s clear and exprefs. 

16 ** Ta the Jatt ace of 
the Jewith difpenfation, I will 
raile the decayed family of 
David to its former fplendoz, 
and on the ruins of his houfe, 
I will rear a moft glorious 
and magnificent ftructure : 

17 Into this grand and ca- 
pacious edifice, men of all 
ranks and orders, without 
diftinction, fhall enter — and 
into this, alto, fhall all the 
devout and virtuous amone 
the Heathens be admittcd, 
and compofe together one 
vaft and harmonious: fociety 
— This -revolution I will et- 
tect, faith the creator and 
covernour of univerfal na- 
ture.” 

18 The order of God’s dif- 
penfations, from the begin- 
ning to the end of time, 1s in- 


fallibly -known and regularly 


arranged by his infinite un- 
derftanding, 

19 Since, therefore, it hath: 
pleated God to effect this a- 
mazing event among the Eee: 

thens, 
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thens, we ought not, in:my 
judgment, to “give the con- 
verts from among them any 
farther moleftation. . 

20 It is, however, neceffary 
to charge them to refrain 
from ta{ting any thing that 
hath been devoted to an :dol, 
and to admonihh them againft 
lewdneis, and againit eating 
any animal that hath been 
{trangled, and to enjoin abftt- 
nence from blood. 

21 And in order that thefe 
injunctions may- have their 
proper validity and force up- 
on thefe converts, the law of 
Motes, which  preicribes 
them, is read every fabbath 
in all the various * fynagogues 
where they refpectively at- 
tend.” 

22 This propotal met with 
univerfal approbation — and 
the apoilles, the fenior Chril- 
tians, and the whole aflembly 
unanimoully agreed to de- 
pute fome telect perfons out 
of the fociety, and fend them 
along with Paul and Barna- 
bas to Antioch—-Accordins- 
ly they nominated Judas fir- 
named Barfabas, and Silas 
—perions of the firft charac- 
ter among the Chriftians. 

23 They then drew up a 
letter to the Heathen con- 
verts —of which the follow- 
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ing is a copy—Tue apoitles, 
the fenior Chriftians, and the 
focrety at -Jerufalem, to) the 
Chriftran converts among the 
Heathens in Antioch. Syria, 
and Cilicia. - 

DA GBeniG informed | that 
fome of our fociety have.eiven 
you great difturbance by cer- 
tain principles they advanced 
among you ; ftrongly affert- 
ing the abfolute necefity of 
circumcifion, and a {trict con- 
formity to the rites of the Mo- 
faic law pofitions, which 
Were never .cnwincd. by aay 
authority from us, 

25 we judged it proper to 
convene a general allembly— 
in which we came to an una- 
nimous refolution to delegate 
to you fome felect perions of 
this fociety, alone with Paul 
and Barnabas, our dear fei. 
low Chriltians, 

26 who have both, as you 





know, frequently expoicd 
their ives to the moft 1immi- 


nent dangers, for their in- 
violable and zealous attach- 
ment tothe Chriftian religion. 

27 We have, therefore, 
deputed Jude and Silas to 
you with this letter — who 
will, in perfon, confirm the 
fentimentes it confams.: 

28 For both the dictates 
of the Holy Spirit and of ouz 


é The ITeathen converts had not as yet built feparate places of relirious 


worfhip, but ever; 


wvhyre attended divine fervice in the Jewilh fynagogues. 
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are own 
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own judgment, have harmo- 
nioufly united to impofe no 
other burden upon you, but 
the following neceffary in- 
junétions— 

29 To abftain from any 
meat that hath been devoted 
to an idol — from eating any 
animal that hath been ftrang- 
led — to refrain from blood 
—and from debauchery — 
If you conicientioufly regard 
thefe prohibitions, your con- 
duct will meet with our cn- 
tire approbation—Farewel.” 

20 The mefiengers being 
difmifted with this commit 
fion, came to Antioch — and 
convoking the affembly, de- 
livered to them the letter. 

31 They read it—and the 
duties 1t qpiecuace met with 
univerfal approbation. 

32. The meffengers, Jude 
and Silas, who were eminent- 
ly endowed with fpiritual 
gifts, pathetically exhorted 
them in many public dif- 
courtes, and confirmed their 
minds in the principles and 
doctrines of Chriftianity. 


23 After they had ftaid_ 
fome time with the Chriftians: 


in Antioch, they returned, 
elated with joy, to the apoftles 
at Jcrutalem, 

24 but Silas chofe to tarry 
longer in Antioch. 
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35 In this city Paul and 
Barnabas refided for a confi- 
derable time—being conttant- 
ly engaged, with feveral o- 
thers, in teaching and pro- 
pagating the doétrines of 
Chriftianity. 

36 It happened, fome time 
after this, that Paul made the 
roliowing propofal to Barna 
bas—Let us, faid he, take a 
journey to revifit the {tate of 
the Chriftians in every one of 
thoie towns where we lately 
preached the gofpel. 

37 To this Barnabas at- 
fented—and propofed takine 
with them John, furnamed 
Mark. 

38 But Paul oppofed this 
— thinking him an improper 
companion, as he had betore 
abandoned them at Pam- 
phylia, and deferted them in 
their miniftertal labours. 

39 Upon this, fuch a* vio- 
lent contention arofe as ended 
in a mutual feparation — tor 
Barnabas took Mark and tet 
fail for Cyprus, 

40 and Paul, taking Sil. 
for his affociate, quitted ae 
tioch—after the Chriftians hac 
recommended them both to 
the divine bleffine. 

41 Paul afte r this travelled 
through Syria, and Cilicia, 
confirming and_ eftablifhing 


¢ WapoluguG is a very ftrong and emphatical expredion, anc fgnifes, 
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the feveral congregations of | the gofpel, and their numb- 


Chriftians in the principles of 
the gotpel. 


GiftAP.. XVi. 


i ETE then travelled to 

Derbe and from 
thence to Lyftra, where he 
met with a convert, whofe 
name was Timothy, whole 
tather was a Greek, but his 
mother a Jewefs of a moft a- 
miable character, ' who was 
now a widow. 

2 This perfon was held in 
univerfal efteem by the Chrif- 
tians in Lyftra and Iconium. 

3 Aconvert, therefore, of 
fo diftinguifhed a character 
Paul was defirous of taking 
along with him for his com- 
panion—and accordingly cir- 
cumciied him — being indu- 
ced to this by a fear of incur- 
ring the relentment of the 
Jews in that country, who all 
knew his father was a Greek. 

4 In all the cities which 
they vifited, they gave to the 
Chriftian affemblies a copy of 
thofe rules which the apoftles 
and fenior Chriitians at Jerufa- 
lem had preferibed for the di- 
rection of their conduct. 

5 The feveral focieties of 
Chriftians, therefore, were 
confirmed in the principles of 





ers augmented every day. - 
6 After they had travelled 


| through Phrygia and Galatia, 


they intended to have profe- 
cuted their journey into the 
proconfular Afia, but were 
prohibited by an impulle of 
the Holy Spirit. 

7 Paffing then into Myfia, 
they defigned to go into Bi- 
thynia, but again their de- 
figns were annulled by the 
fugceftions of the Spirit. 

8 ‘Traverfing Myfia, there. 
fore, they came down to 
Troas. 

g Inthis town Paul had the 
following vifion exhibited to 
him—A -perton, in che habit 
of a Macedonian, ftood be- 
fore him, and in the moft 
fupplicant terms implored 
him to come over to Mace- 
donia and affift them. 

1o After this vifion we im- 
mediately concluded to crofs 
over to Macedonia — infer- 
ring that this was a divine ad- 
monition tous, topromulgate 
the goipel in that country. 

11 Embarking, therefore, 
from Troas, we failed with a 
favourable eale toSamothrace 
— and the next day arrived 
at Neapolis. 

12 From thence we came 
to Philippi, which is a city 


f See Dr. Mill in loc. 


xen 4 


424. 
in the fir? partition. of Mace- 


donia, and a Roman colony 
—In this city we refided fome 
time. 

13 On the fabbath day we 
went out of the town to the 
yiver fide, where the Jews 
had, according to cuftom, 
erected an * Oratory — Here 
we fat down, and addrefied a 
difcourfe on the Chriftian re- 
hgion to the women who 
were there affembled. 


14 Among thefe was a 


pious and devout woman cal- 


fed Lydia, a native of Thya~ 


tira, a dealer in purple—She 
heard the doctrines which 
Paul advariced, with eager at- 
tention—and thro’ the good- 
nefs of God was convinced of 
their truth: 

.15 After we had baptized 
her and her family, fhe with 
great importunity entreated 
us, as ever we thought fa- 
vourably-ot her character as 
a convert, to lodge at her 
houfe—She infifted upon our 
compliance. 

'§ —16 Ir happened one 
day as we were going to 
the Oratory, a maid fervant, 
who-was belicved to be pof- 
ieffed wjth the fpirit of the 
Py thian Apollo,’ met us --- 


The Acts of the AposTLes. Chap. xvi. 


Her matters had employed 
her in divination, and had: 
reaped great advantages from 
her pretended fill in this 
art. 

17 This perfon followed 
Paul and us, crying out all 
the way with a moft vehe- 
ment vociferation —~ Thefe, 
thefe are the men, who 
are the fervants of the fu- 
preme God! Thefe are the 
perfons, whom the Deity hath 
commiflioned to fhow men 
the road to everlafting hap- 
pinefs ! 

18 In this wild and extra. 
vagant manner fhe continued 
to act for a very confiderable 
ume —- Paul, at Jaft, being 
creatly diftreffed with this 
unhappy circumftance, turn- 
ed to her, and faid — By the 
authority of Jefus the Mei+ 
fiah, Icharee thy diforder this 
moment to quit thee — In- 
ftantaneoufly fhe was reftored 
to the pertect ufe of her reas 
fon and underitanding. 

But her mafters, when 
they found that her infani- 
ty was removed, and confe: 
quently all their mercenary 
hopes trom it for ever ruin- 
ed, were inflamed with the 
mott violent rage they 
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feized. Paul and Silas—drag- 
ged them into the forum be- 
tore the magiftrates, _ 

-29 and thus addreffed the 
prefidents of that court 
“© Thefe are the men, who 
have excited fuch difturbance 
and'confufion in the town ! 

_21 They are Jews, and 
have been moft induftrioufly 
fpreading fuch religious prin- 
ciples and ceremonies, as it 1s 
unlawful for Romans either 
to adopt or obierve.” 

22 This fpeech inftantly 
kindled the rage and fury of 
all.the populace againft them 
-~—and the magiftrates imme- 
diately ordered the lictors to 
tear off rheir upper garments, 
and beat them with rods. 

23 After they had inflicted 
upon them this punifhment, 
with extreme rigour and cru- 
elty, they precipitated them 
into the public prifon——giv- 
ing {trict orders to the jailor 
to “fecute them. 

24 The jail-keeper upon 
receiving {9 peremptory an 
injunction, confined them in 
the dungeon and _.faftened 
their legs “in the ftocks, 

225 But about midnight as 
Paul and Silas were celebrat- 
ing God in loud and fervent 
{trains of devotion which 
the other prifoners overheard, 

26 all on.a fudden a dread- 
ful carthquake fhook the 
whole prifon to its: bafis—all 
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the doors in an inftant flew 
open—and the fhackles of all 
the prifoners dropped to the. 
ground. . 

27 This violent concuffion 
awakening the keeper; when. 
he {aw the doors. of the pri-. 
fon wide open, he drew his 
iword, and was going to 
plunge i it in his bofom, con- 
cluding all the pruoners had. 
efcaped. 

28 In that crifis Paul cal- 
led to him with a loud voice 
-— entreating him not to lay 
violent hands upon himfelf—— 
afluring nim all the prifoners 
were fate. 

29 The jailor then, foon 
as he had got a light, ruthed 
immediately into the dunge- 
on—his whole frame convul- 
fed with terrour and aftonifh- 
ment—and proftrated him- 
felf at the feet of Paul and 
Silas. 

30 After he had brought 

them out, he {gid to them — 
Sirs! what mutt I do to be 
faved ! 
. 31 By a fincere aa in 
the truth of Chriftianity, they 
replied, both thou -and thy 
family: will attain everlafting 
falvation;. ie, 

ges Lhey then gave. him 
and his family an account of 
the evidences: and principles 
of the Chriftian religion. 

33 After this, the jailor 
walhed their. wounds-——and 
imnie- 
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immediately afterwards he, 
and all his domefticks, were 
baptzed. 

94 He then brought them 
into his own apartment 
fpread a table—and both Anis 
felf and his whole family, 
who had now profeffed their 
faith in the true God, were 
filled with facred and eclftatic 
tran{port. 

es cay in the morning 
the magiitrates fent the lic- 
rors to the prifon with an or- 
der to the keeper for the two 
men to be difmified. 

36 Upon this the jailor im- 
mediately went to Paul and 
faid—I have this moment re- 
ceived an order from our ma- 
giftrates to releafe you —De- 
part therefore, and may uni- 
verfal happinefs attend you! 

37 But Paul faid to the 
meflenoers——We are Raman 
citizens —- Your magiftrates 
have ordered us to be public- 
ly fcourged without a legal 
trial >—— ‘They have thrown 
us into a dungeon — And 
would they now have us {teal 
away ina filent and clandef- 
tine manner! — No! — Let 
them come in perfon, and 
conduct us out themfelves. 

28 ‘The liétors returned 
and reported this anfwer to 
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the governours —~ who were 
creatly alarmed and terrified, 
when they underftood they 
were Rotman citizens. 

39 Accordingly they went 
In perfon to the yall 'ad- 
dretied them with ereat civi- 
lity, and: begeeed them in the 
moft refpeéttul Perms): ctl’ 
they would quietly leave the 
town. 

40 Being thus efcorted 
out of prifon they after- 
wards went to Lydia’s houte, 
where atter they had exhorted 
their Chriftian brethren to ad- 
here to their profeffion, they 
left the town. 
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(aes paffing through 
Amphipolis and A- 
pollonia they came to Thefla- 
lonica — in which city there 
was a Jewilh lynagogue. 

2 To this Paul went, as 
ufual, and for three fabbath 
days together interpreted, in 
his public difcourfes, the va- 
rious prophecies of the Old 
Teftament: 

3 giving the affembly an 
explication of the various 
paflages that expreisly indi- 
cated the fufferings, death, 
and refurrection of the Met- 
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fiah, and fhowing their ac- 
complifhment in Jefus of Na- 
zareth ——- whom he folemnly 
affured them was that ulu{- 
trious perion. 

4 His difcourfes convinced 
fome of the Jews of the truth 
of Chriftianity, whoembraced 
and adhered to the doctrines 
chat Paul and Silas advanced 
—a very confideravle number 
alfo of the devout Grecks and 
ladies of diftinction became 
their converts. 

5 But thofe of the Jews, 
who remained unconvinced, 
being iniligated by rage and 
malice, took a number of 
profligate and abandoned 
wretches, and collecting the 
mob, foon threw the whole 
town into the laft confufion 
—The mob immediately be- 
fet Jafon’s houfe—broke into 
it— hoping to get Paul and 
his companions into their 
power. 

6 After they had fearched 
wt through, but to no pur- 
pofe, they drageed Jafon, 
and fome of the Chriftians 
before the governors of the 
city—vehemently exclaiming 
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who have fet the whole world 


ina flame! 


7 Thefe petts of fociety are 
come hither—and this Jafon 
hath given them a friendly 
and hofpitable reception — 
They are every one of them 
{worn enemies to Czefar’s go- 
vernment — ailerting there 
is another * emperor befides 
him, one Jefus. 

8 The ‘ city and the ma- 
iitrates hearing this were 
reatly alarmed and diftrefied: 

g Jalon, however, and the 
other Chriftians, giving pro- 
per fecurity that they would 
behave as peaceable {ubjeéts, 
they were difmiffed. 

10 But the Chriftian con- 
verts in the town haftened 
Paul and Silas away, and con- 
ducted them by night to Be- 
reea—Upon their arrival here 
they went into the Jewith fy- 
nagooue. 

11 The Jews, who compof- 
ed this affembly, were pofleft- 
ed of a more noble and gener- 
ous dupofition than thofe who 
refided in Theffalonica — for 
they embraced the Chriftian 
doctrines with chearfulnefs 
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the fcriptures every day, that 
they might judge for them- 
felves on what foundation 
thefe principles were fup- 
ported. 

12 The refult of which di- 
Tigent enquiry was, the con- 
viction of great numbers of 
them — Several Greek ladies 
alfo of diftinétion, and others 
of the Heathens embraced 
Chriftianity. 
~ ¥3 But no. fooner did the 
Jews in Theffalonica receive 
information that Paul was 
propagating the Chriftian re- 
Nigion at Beraa, but they 
hafted thither — and {pirited 
up the populace. 

14 Upon this the Chnif- 
tians inftantly fent Paul out of 
the town towards the fea fide 
——But Silas and Timothy 
itayed behind in the city. 

15 Thofe who’ now efcort- 
ed Paul, conducted him to 
Athens—where they left him 





Ape ey Seo) tee AP Osa rss “Chap. xvii, 


and returned—being charged 
by him with a commiffion to 
Silas and Timothy to come tao 
him as foon as poffible. 

§—16 Durine the time 
that Paul waited at Athens 
for their coming, his {pirit 
" glowed with indignation to 
{ee the whole city entirely de- 
voted to the worfhip of idols. 

17 He therefore freely de- 
liveréd his fentiments in the 
lynagogue, tothe Jews and to 
other devout perfons — and 
every day publickly difcourf- 
ed in the forum, to the peo- 
ple who attended there. 

18 Then fome of the Epi- 
curean and Stoic philofophers 
entered into a conference with 
him—during which, fome of 
the audience faid toeach other 
—What principles wouldthis 
° idle prater eftablifh ?>—He 
appcars to us, others faid, to 
be defirous to introduce fome 
new and forcign divinities a- 
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mong us— They were led 
into this notion by his men- 
tion of Jesus and the Re- 
SURRECTION. 

19 Afterthis they feized him, 
and carried him before the 
court of Areopagus — When 
he ftood before this tribunal 
they thus interrogated him, 
Will you give us a diftinet 
account of the Seeinies you 
have advanced amonett us? 

20 For you have been pro- 
pagating a fet of notions, to 
which we are entire ftrangers 
— We therefore demand of 
you a clearexplication of thefe 
tenets —- and what induced 
you to adopt theny? 

21 For all the Athenians, 
and the foreioners who refid- 
ed in that city, employed their 
hours in nothing elfe, but in 
either advancing, or hearing 
advanced, fomething that was 
new and fineular. 

22 Paul then ftanding in 
the midft of the court, thus 
addreffed thefe venerable 
judges — ."YOurdaered es 
verence for ? religion, O 
Athenians, appears from e- 
very fcene and place I fee 
around me. 

23 For as J was paffing 
through your city, and tak- 


42Q 
ing a furvey of thc. religious 
honours you pay to the vari- 
ous deities you worfhip, J 
chanced to find an altar with 
this infeription, To THE un- 
KNOWN Gop-—This Divinity 
whom you venerate under the 
title of wizknown, I now pro- 
claim among you. : 
2a. For this Divinity was 
the fole creator of the world 
and of every being it contains 
— This Divinity is the uni- 
verfal governour of heaven 
and of pe metre immien- 
fity cannot be circumfcribed 
in temples reared by mortal 
hands. 

25 Nor is this glorious Be- 
ing to be worfhipped by any 
orks the art of mortals can 
eflect, as if he required any 
additions to his effential hap- 
pinefs—for he is the Jupreme 
fource of exiftence, the preat 
fountain of life, and the origi- 
nal donor of happinefs to all 
his creatures. 

26 From ove jingle individu- 
al did this Being originally 
form the whole race of man- 
kind, that have exitted in e- 
very paft age and nation in the 
world——The various difpen- 
fations of theie his rational 
creatures hath his in iinite wif- 
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dom fromalleternity arranged 
and hath marked the re- 
{pective age and nation, in 
which they are to live, with 
infallible precifion : 

27 the ereat end of their 
exiftence being to invefligate 
and explore the being ana 
perfections of the Supreme 
if, indeed, they would 
be difpofed, by the exercife 
of their rational faculties, 
to attain this idea and 
this idea obtrudes itfelf upon 
all— fince we are, every one 
of us, perpetually encircled 
by his immenfity. 

28 For it is folely to the 
conf{tant exertion of his provi- 
dence that we ftand indebted 
tor every breath that we draw 
— for every motion we per- 
form — and for the continu- 
ance of every bieffing we pol- 
fefs — extremely juit, there- 
fore, is the following exprei- 
fion of one of your * pocts — 
<¢ One great jirft Caufe inforned 
us with being.” 

29 Since therefore we de- 
rived our beixg from this great 
firft Caufe, it would be the 
higheft abfurdity and dero- 
cation from the honour due 
to him, to imagine, That the 
Divinity can be worthily exhi- 
bited by ftatues of gold, fil- 
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ver, or marble, tho’ all the 
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art and genius of man have 
been lavifhed upon them. 

30 st the preceding ages, 
in which men wilfully deviat- 
ed into thefe grofs and im- 
pious errors, the great God 
was pleafed to connive—Buc 
now he loudly proclaims to @// 
men, in @/f nations, the ne- 
ceffity of repentance and re- 
formation of life, 

31 becaule he hath ap- 
pointed a folemn day, in 
which the whole univerfe of 
rational beings will be judged 
with impartial equity by a 
perfon, to whom he hath af- 
figned this arduous province 
—— and God hath publickly 
fet his feal to this grand c¢- 
vent by raifing this perfon 
from the dead.” 

32 They no fooner heard 
him mention the returrection 
of dead men to lite — but it 
immediately excited the high- 
eft banter and derifion — O- 
thers of them, however, faid 
—We fhall be glad to hear 
you difcourfe again on this 
fubject. 

33 Paul then left the af- 
fembly. 

94 There were, notwith- 
ftanding, fome perions, who 
were convinced of the truth 
of his doctrines and embraced 
thern — Among whom were 
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Dionyfius a member of the fu- 
preme court of Areopagus, 
and one Damaris a lady of 
diftinétion. 
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rinth. 

2 Here he met and affoci- 
ated with a Jew called Aqui- 
la, a native of Pontus, who 
had lately fled hither with his 
wife Prifcilla — the emperor 
Ciaudius having iffued an‘ e- 
dict, by which all the Jews 
in Rome were ordered to a- 
bandon the city immediately. 

2 And being both of them 
tentmakers, the apoftle refid- 
ed with them and‘ worked at 
this occupation : 

4 But every fabbath day 
he delivered public difcourfes 
in the fynagogue—addreffing 
the moft importunate exhorta- 
tions to Jews and Heathens 
to embrace the gofpel. 

s But upon the arrival of 
Silas and Timothy trom Ma- 
cedonia, Paul was animated 
with the greate{t ardor and 
zeal, and publickly afferted, 
among all the Jews, in the 
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{trongeft terms, That the late 
Jefus was the great Meffiah. 

6 This meeting with the 
warmeft oppofition, and they 
loading him and his principles 
with abufive language, he 
turned to them, and after 
having folemnly fhaken his 
upper garments, faid—Your 
future perdition is your own 
wilful and voluntary act and 
choice—By this public aétion 
I declare to all, that Iam not 
acceflary to it — For the fu- 
ture I devote myfelf to the 
converfion of the Heathens. 

7 Having faid this he in 
mediately quitted the fyna- 
cogue, and went into an houfe 
contiguous to it, in which 
one Juftus lived, a perfon of 
exemplary piety. 

8 Criipus, however, the 
prefident of the fynagogue 
and his whole family embrac- 
ed the Chriftian religion — 
Great numbers alfo of the 
Corinthians were convinced 
of its truth, and were, by 
baptifm, publickly initiated 
into the profeffion of it. 

g After this, the following 
words were addrefled to Paul 
ina dream, by a divine direc- 
tion— ‘* Be not intimidated 
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—Publifh the Chriftian reli- | had you deteéted this perfon 


gion with undaunted refolu- 
tion. 

10 For thou haft an om- 
nipotent Being to aid thee, 
and no one fhall be permit- 
ted to offer the leaft injury to 
thy perfon — Publickly af- 
fert, theretore, the truth of 
Chriftianity, with undifmayed 
fortitude—for there is in this 
city a large harveft of well- 
difpofed perfons, which ftill 
remains to be gathered in. 

11 Accordingly the apoftle 
refided at Corinth a year and 
half—diligently employed in 
promulgating and explaining 
the principles of the gofpel. 

§ — 12 * GaLtio being at 
that time proconful of Achaia, 
the whole body of the Jews 
in Corinth rofe—feized Paul 
by violence and hurned 
him before his tribunal : 

13 Exclaiming — This is 
the perfon, who is inceffantly 
perfuading men to worfhip 
God in a way that our law 
doth not juftify. 

14 The apoftle going to 
offer a vindication of his con- 
duct and principles, Gallo 
anticipated him, by faying to 
his accufers — “* Ye Jews! 





in fome flagrant act of in- 
juftice, or impeached him of 
fome atrocious crime, ry 
duty, as a magiftrate, would 
have engaged me to have 
given the caufe an accurate 
and impartial examination. 

15 But if this be only a 
diipute about a nicety in 
{peculation — about the au- 
thority of a name — or fome 
dubious point in your law, do 
you agitate it among your- 
felves —- For I fhall not fit 
as judge upon any fuch punc- 
tilios. 

16 Having faid this, he 
ordered the Iictors to drive 
them out of court. 

17 The" Jews, incenfed at 
this difappointment, directly 
feized Softhenes who had been 
one of the prefidents of their 
fynagogue, and fcourged him 
publickly before the tribunal 
— But Gallio continued un- 
moved, nor was their info- 
lence able to inftigate him to 
interpofe in the prefent dif- 

ute. 

18 Paul continued, after 
this incident, a confiderable 
time at Corinth — At leneth 
taking leave of the Chriftian 
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fociety, he embarkedon board 
a veffel for Syria, alone with 
Aguila and Prifcilla—after 
he had fhaved his head at 
Cenchrea cn account of a re- 
ligious vow. 

1g Upon his arrival in 
Ephefus, where he left his 
two companions, he went, as 
ufual, into the Jewifh fyna- 
gogue, and publickly addref- 
fed a difcourfe on the Chrif- 
tian revelation to the affem- 
bly. 

20 They afterwards ftrong- 
ly importuned him to make 
fome ftay with them—but he 
would not confent: 

21 Telling them, when he 
took his leave of them, That 
he was under an abfolute ne- 
ceffity to celebrate the ap- 
proaching folemnity at Jeru- 
falem — but that he propofed 
with the bleffinge of God to 
revifit them Embarking 
from Ephetus, 

22 he came to Celarea — 
and from thence went up to 
Jerufalem — Where after he 
had juft waited upon the 
Chriftians there, he came 
down to Antioch. 

23 After having flayed 
here for fome time, he tra- 
velled, in a regular order, 
from one Chriftian fociety to 
anotner, through Galatia and 
Phrygia, inftructing and e- 
sStablifhing his former con- 
verts In their principles, 

NOT ts 
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§ — 24 In the mean time 
there arrived at Ephefus, a 
Jew, whofe name was A- 
pollos, a native of Alexandria 
— a perfon diftinguished for 
his eloquence .and fuperior 
knowledge of the holy terip- 
tures, a 
25 This perfon was en- 
dowed with a fincular fervor 
and zeal — and in his public 
difcourfes accurately repre- 
fented the true nature of the 
Meffiah’s kingdom — tho’ he 
knew no more of Chriftianity 
than what John the Baprift, 
during his miniftry, had de- 
clared. 

26 Diicourfing on this fub- 


ject with great freedom and 


liberty, Aquila and Prifcilla, 
who were his auditors, in- 
vited him to their houfe, and 
furnifhed him with a more 
explicit and accurate know- 
ledge of the Chriftian religion. 

27 Intending fome tim 
after to travel into Achaia, 
the Chriftians urged him to 
undertake this journey—and 
wrote letters of recommen- 
dation to the Chriftian {ocie- 
ties there — who accordingly 
gave him a kind reception 
— In this country he did di- 
{tinguifhed fervice to the caule 
of Chriftianity : 

28 For by the powers of 
his eloquence and his emi- 
nent flall in the fcriptures, he 
pubhickly refuted all the cb- 

or jections 
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jections of the Jews—demon- 
{trating trom the antient pro- 
phecies that Jefus of Naza- 
reth was the true Meffiah. 


Ciena... ck, 


1 FN the mean time while 
Apollos was at Corinth, 
Paul, having travelled over 
the upper parts of Afia mi- 
nor, arrived at L:phelus 
where meeting with a num- 
ber of converts 
2 he afked them—TIf they 
had been endowed with {pi- 
ritual eifts fince their embra- 
cing the Chriftian religion — 
Lhey told him, They had 
never heard that any tuch fu- 
pernatural powers had ever 
been conferred. 

3 [nto what principles 
then, faid he, were ye bap- 
tized? The principles, 
they rephed, into which John 
the Baptilt initiated thofe who 
reforted to his baptitm. 

4.°* The fole view of John’s 
baptiim, anfwered Paul, was 
to promote repentance and a- 
mendment of life 7#z crder, to 
diipofe men, as he told the 
crowds that repaired to him, 
for the reception of his great 








fuccefior — who was Jefus of 


Nazareth the true MeMiah. 

5 And thofe, continued 
he, who at ¢Aa¢ time believ- 
ed John’s doétrine were, iz 


eficé?, baptized into the pro- 
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fefjon ot the Chriftian reli- 


ion.” 

6 Paul, having faid this, 
laid his hands upon them— 
inttantly an efufion of the 
holy eS amas 
various Jancuages—and by 
divine impullfe “publickly ie 
livered inftructive truths. 

+ The number of thele 
perions was about twelve. 

§ 8 Durinea his refi- 
dence in this city he conftant- 
ly trequented the iynagogue 
for the fpace of three 
months delivering public dil- 
courles there with great fpirit 
and freedom, and inculcating 
the doctrines of Chriftianity 
with all the powers of per- 
fualion. 

But when fome of the 
Jews wilfully remained un- 
convinced, and, before all 
the aflembly, loaded the Chni- 
tian icheme with every op- 
probrious infult and calum- 
ny, Paul abandoned the Sy- 
nagogue, feparated the Chril- 
tian converts from the Jewith 
congregation, and trom that 
time appointed to meet in the 
ichool of cne Tyrannus 
where he every day puoblick- 
ly initruéted them in the prin- 
ciples of the golpel. 

10 Here he continued his 
minifterial labours for two 
years — By which means all 
the inhabitants of Afia minor, 
both Jews and Greeks, be- 
came 


oO 
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came acquainted with the 
doétrines of the Chriftian re- 
ligion. 

11 During this his ref- 
dence God alio enabled him 
to work many fignal mira- 
cles: 

12 For handkerchiefs and 
aprons were carried trom him, 
and being laid on the indifpot- 
ed, all their various diforders 
were inftantly expelled, and 
they were reinftated in perfect 
health the moft obftinate 
melancholy and madnefs yield- 
ed to the touch of thefe. 

13 Flattered by thete ope- 
rations fome travelling Jews, 
who pretended to a power of 
exorcifing demons, attempt- 
ed to expel them from fome 
infane perfons by folemnly 
pronouncing over them the 
name of Jefus—faying—We 
adjure you by that Jefus whom 
Paul preaches, Depart! 

14 There were feven of 
them, the fons of Sceva the 
Jewith neh prieft, who now 
acted in this manner. 

15 The infane perfon faid 
to them—Jefus I know, and 
Paul J know, but who are 
you! 

i6 Havine faid this, he 
furioufly rufhed upon them— 
and, his madnefs redoubling 
his ftrength, ail their united 
force could not refrain him 
he tore their cloaths in 
pieces-—wounded them—and 
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in this condition obiiged them 
to fy cut of the houle with 
the Sunol precipitation. 

17 With this incident all 
the Jews and Greeks in E- 
phefus foon became acquaint- 
ed—and it univerlalty itrack 
them with a facred awe, and 
with the moft refpecttul reve- 
rence for the name of the 
Lord Jefus. 

18 Upon this occafien too, 
creat numbers of thote, who 
had embraced Chriitianity, 
came to the apoftle—and with 
great remorfe conteffed the 
criminal practices of this xind 
they had formerly been guilty 
or: 

19 andaconiderable num- 
ber of thefe fincere penitents, 
brought all the books they 
had which treated of this idle 
abfurd fcience of magic, and 
publickly burnt them— The 
value of thefe books, which 
were now confumed, amount- 
ed, according to a calculation 
then taken, to fitty thoufand 
picces of filver. 

20 In this illuftrious and 
powerful manner did Chrifti- 
anity flourifh and triumph o- 
ver all oppofition. 

§—e2r1 AFTER this Paul 
formed a refolution to take a 
tour through Macedonia and 
Achaia, to Jerufalem, and 
from thence to vifit Rome. 

22 Accordingly he di- 
patched two of his affociates, 
bat 2 Timothy 
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Timothy and Eraftus, to Ma- 
cedonia buc himiclt ttaid 
fome time in Afia after he 
had difmiffed them. 

23 But during this inter- 
valthere happened a dreadful 
icene of contufion and diftur- 
bance about the Chriftian re- 
ligion, on the following oc- 
cafion. 

24 One Demetrius a filver- 
fmith, who had acquired an 
immenie fortune by cafting 
little filver models, in minia- 
ture, of the temple of Diana, 

a5 one day collected toge- 
ther all the artifts he employ- 
ed, and thus haranoued them 
-—— *“*| need not inform you, 
Sirs! what prodigious advan- 
tagzes we have all of us deriv- 
ed from that branch of bu- 
fineis in which we are con- 





26 Neither can you be ig- 
norant, whatan altonifhing re- 
volution this Paul hath occa- 
iioned not only in thts city, 
but almoit in all the procon- 
fular Afia—end what num- 
bers have been alienated, by 
his delufive perfuafiens, from 
their attachment to the e- 
ttablithed worfhip —— public- 
ly proclaiming every where, 


and expofine the ablurdity of 


adoring gods that human art 

hath formed. 

27 A doStrine, which fa- 

tally endangers not only that 

lucrative article, in which we 
4 
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are all interefted, but ftrikes 


at the very foundation of thar 
fanctity which is due to the 
temple of our iluftrious ¢od- 
defs Diana—being calculated 
to bring her divinity into u- 
niverfal contempt — her fa- 
cred divinity, which not only 
all Afia, but all the world re- 
licioufly venerate.” 

28 This ipeech tnflamed 
the affembly with rage and 
madneis—Inftantly they raif- 
ed a loud and confufed cla- 
mour, repeating — Great is 
Diana of the Ephefans ! 

29 The whole city im- 
mediately caught the alarm, 
and was Alled with the moft 
tumultuous uproar and ccn- 
tufion — They feized Gaius 
and Ariftarchus, both Mace- 
dontans, and companions of 
Paul and dragged them 
into the theatre. 

30 Paul hearing of the fate 
of thefe men declared his in- 
tention of following them in- 
tothe theatre—but the Chnif- 
tians reitrained him. 

21 Some too of the go- 
vernors of Afia propria, who 
were his friends, tent to him, 
and advited hin, by no means 
to commit himlelf to the mer- 
cy of an incenfed radbie. 

32 The tumulc continued 
—fome bellowing one thing, 
fome another — For the mob 
chat was now colleéted to- 

eether 





Chapaxax. 


gerher, were wound up to 
the higheft pitch of violence 
and fury tho’ the ma- 
jority of them knew not what 
it was that had brought them 
together. 

33 In the midft of this 
contufed tcene the Jews puth- 
ed forward, and placed one 
Alexander on an eminence— 
He being exalted above the 
crowd, made a motion to 
them with his hand, intend- 
ing in a formal harangue 
to exculpate the Jews trom 
any concern in the prefent 
riot. 

34 But the mob no fooner 
underftocd that he was a Jew, 
than they pierced the air with 
their confufed cries, repeat- 
ing for two hours together— 
Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
fans! 

35 After this the recorder 
of the city, having by his 
authority quafhed the riot 
and fupprefied the tumult, 
thus addreffed them — ‘*O 
ve Ephefians! Can any per- 
fon be a {tranger to that pro- 
found and inviolable reve- 
rence which the city of F- 
pheius pays to its great tu- 
telar Goddeits Diana, and to 
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that facred Statue, which fell 
down trom * Jupiter ? 

36 Since, therefore, this is 
an undifputed truth, never 
called in queftion by any one, 
It was certainly incumbent 
upon you to have behaved 
with oreater prudence and 
decency, and not have been 
guilty of fo rafh and preci- 
pitate a conduct. 

37 lor you have appre- 
hended and abufed  thefe 
men, who have neither been 
guilty of facrilece, or ever 
treated your Goddefs with 
any irreverent language. 

38 Ir Demetrius and his 
workmen have juft com- 
plaints againft any perfon, 
there are madgiftrates, and 
there are proconfuls, who 
will impartially hear and de- 
cide their caute. 

39 Or if you are defirous 
that any other important 
point fhould be determined, 
let it be examined and agi- 
tated in a lawful and regular 
court. 

40 For let me affure you, 
That we are in danger of be- 
ing called upon, by our tu- 
periors, tO give an account 
of the prefent difturbance 


W Atov:7ss. The avarice of the prieits forged this abfurd fuperftitious 


tale. 
ANd. 


The Romans were taught the fame tarce concerning the facred 


Ecce levi fcutam verfatum leniter aura 
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—and it is impoffible for us 
to alledge any juftifiable rea- 


fon for its, being ever ex- 
cited?” 
41 After faying this, he 


ordered the mob to difperte. 


G HAP. XX. 
EF TER this difturb- 


ance was fupprefied 
the apoftle Paul convoked 
the Chriftians—and after tak- 
ing an affectionate leave of 
them, departed for Mace- 
donia. 

2 After traveiling through | n 
this country, and in many 
difcourfes exhorting the fe- 
veral focieties of Chriftians 
there, to adhere to their prin- 
ciples, he came into Greece. 

3 Here he ftaid three 
months — and receiving in- 
tormation that the Tews had 
formed a confpiracy to mur- 
der him when he embarke 
for Syria, he altered his farft 
intention, and now propofed 
toreturn through Macedonia. 

4. He was accompanied in 
this journey as far as Afia 
munor by Sopater of Bervea, 
by Ariftarchus and Secundus 
of Vheffalonica, by Gaius of 

Derbe, and Timothy, and by 
tychicus and “Ps rophimus of 
Alia. 


5 Lhe above-mentioned 
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perfons had fet out before * 
us, and by appointment ttaid 
for us at Troas. 

6 As foon as the Jewith fo- 
lemnity of unleavened bread 
was palt, we embarked from 
Phihppi, and after a paflage 
of five days joined them at 
Troas ok ere we {pent a 
week. 

7 The afiemb!y of Chrifti- 
ans in this town being meton 
the firft day of the Beek tO 
celebrate the Lord’s fupper, 
Paul preached to then :—~and 
as he was to lean them the 

ext day he protracted his dif- 
eis rill mnie 

Svilne Upper freon, ant 
which the congregation mct, 
was hiehted with a great num- 
ber of lamps. 

9g Here a young perfon, 
whofe name was utychus, 
happening to fit in a window, 
as the apoftle continued on 
difcourfing, funk into a pr 
found fleep — fell from the 
third {tory to the ground — 
and was taken up dead. 

10 Upon this accident 
Paul went down— prorated 
himfelf on the body and, 
after folding it in his arms, 
laid to the company—Be not 
diftrefied—He 1s not depart- 
ed. 

rt The apoftie then reaf- 
cendad-—adminiftered the Eu- 








* The Apofle Pan/ and Lude the Hitorian. 
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charift— and afterwards con- 
verfed with them ’all the 
morning dawned—when he 
departed. 

12. Phe ene perfon they 
had reconducted into the 
room in perfect health, to the 
inexpreflibie comfors and joy 
of all prefent. 

13 Going then 
the veficl we failed to Afios 
—being here to take in Pau! 
according to appointment, as 
he intended to travel hither 
by * land. 

14 Upon his meeting us 
at Affos, we took him into 
the fhip, and fatled to Mity- 
lene. 

15 The day following we 
arrived oppofite Chios—The 
day after we put into Samos 
—and the fubfequent day, af- 
ter ftaying fome time at Tro- 
eyllum, we arrived at Mile- 
rus: 

16 for Paul now defiened- 
ly failed by Ephefus — being 
apprehenfive he fhould be 
detained too long in the pro- 
coniular Aa — making all 
the expedition he could in 
this voyage, as he intended, 
if pofhible, to be in Jerufalem 
on the day ot Pentecoft. 

17 He therefore, on our 


FeWce 


XX. 


woman with a fecret: 
have travelled by land, teZeuret. 
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Covey fionifies to travel by land. 

caeelen 01 ‘foot as the common tranilation renders 1t. 
a of three things in his whole life : 
the fecond, that he had gone by ee when he might 
Plutarch Cato, p. 625 


Bary 


oe 


difembarkation at Miletus, 
immediately difpatched a 
meflage to Ephefus for the 
jemior Chriftians of that city 
to attend him. 

1§ On their waiting upon 
him ina body, he addreifed 


ithem in the following man- 
| ner—‘¢ You are no ftrangers, 


my Chriftian brethren, to the 
whole tencr of my life and 
oor ods) among you from 
the day of my firtt arrival in 
the proconfular Afia. 

19 You are witneffes of 
the unaitected humility with 
which I ferved my God —I 
can appeal to you for the ma- 
ny forrows and fufferings I 
havefupported, and the floods 
of tears [ have fhed, occa- 
lioned by the obftinate i impe- 
nitence and implacable ma- 
lice of the Jews. 

20 You are all of you con- 
fcious with what unwearied 
aMicuity [ have taught the 
Chrittian doétrines among 
you, both in public and in pri- 

ate, and that I have neither 
diffembled or concealed any 
thing that might conduce to 
your beit interefts. 

21 I have ever inculcated, 
both upon Jews and Greeks, 
in the ftrongett and moit im- 


It doth not imply that the apoftle 
*¢ (Garo sepented 
the fir? was, that he had trufted a 


port tunate 
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portunate terms, the creat 
fundamental doctrines of re- 
penance and amendment of 
lite, and a fincere- belief in 
the divine mifion of our Lord 
and Saviour the Meffah. 

22 1 am now going up to 
Terujalem, urged to it by a 
{trong impulfe of the {pirit, 
but ‘totally lenorant what 
furure occurrences await me 
there. 

23 ' know enly this, That 
the holy {pirit in every city ] 
have paffed throuch, hath 
exprefsly and repeatedly pre- 
diéted my imprifonment, and 
a feries of afflictions, in which 
Jam to be involved. 

24 But the profpect of thefe 
evils give me no dittreis —- 
nor do I fet any value upona 
precarious beine, provided I 
can but. finith the “race cor 
i:fe with honour and applaule 
—and difcharge, in a worthy 
manncr, the arduous pro- 
vince my Saviour hath afien- 
edime, of proclaiming to the 
world the joyful news of the 
divine benignity. 

25 1 am now leaving you 
-—~and am conicious that you, 
among whom I Spent fuch a 
confiderable time in propagat- 
ing the Chriftian religion, fhall 
never {ce me more. 


“Spoor. 
to tnis the apottie here alludes. 
ddicey S02NA 53 2 
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26 uet anes. therefore, at 
this time folemnly affure you 
in the fight of God, thar I 
have faithfully admonifhed 
you, and am acceflary to no 
one perfon’s deftruction : 

27 for the whole plan and 
defign cf the gofpcl difpen- 
fation, which infinite wifdom 
hath publifhed to the world, 
[ have exhibited before you 
with the greatett fidelity and 
inipar tiality, without the wit- 
ful concealment of any see 


|= 28 Exercife therefore th 


oreateft vigilance over your 
own conduct, and over that 


fiock, of which God hath ap- 


pointed you pajicrs — and be 


careful to feed with falucary 
doctrines thofe fheep which 
Chrift hath purchated with 
his blood. 

29 Thefe admonitions How 
from a confcioufnefs, that 
after my departure furious 
wolves will enter and ravage 
the fold with unfparine cru- 
elty and rage. 

30 «And even among your- 
felves, there will rile up per- 
fons, that will corrupt the fim- 
phicity of the gofpel, and by 
their perverfe doctrines torm 
violent and furious parties 
among you. 


2 Be-wviciant, therefore, 


This word is very often ufed to is the O1; spc ¢ race—and 
Sete2 Pink ives: 


Theve frithed my 


“het 
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and remember with what un- 
remitting diligence, day and 
night, for three years toge- 
ther, I inftruéted you all, 
mingling my admonitions 
with my tears. 

32 And now, my dear 
Chrittian brethren, I affec- 
tionately recommend you to 
the bleffing of that God, 
who is able to eftablith you 
in Chrifiazn harmony and 
jove, and to beftow upon 
you everlafting felicity a- 
ong the virtuous in the re- 
zions of immortality. 

23 I can folemnly appeal 
to Ged, That I have not in- 
duleed a fingle with for the 
sold, the filver, the drefs of 
any one perfon. 

34 So far from this, you 
are witneffes that thefe hands 
have procured me and my 
friends the neceffaries of life. 
25 By my own example | 
have taught you how much 
itis our duty, by the dint of 
our own induftry to acquire 
jomethine to affift unhappy 
objecis—and to imprefs upon 
our mind the elegant and in- 
itructive maxim of our blet- 
fed Lord—lIr is a greater fe- 
licity to deflow than to receive 
a benefaction.* 

36 After having faid this 
he kneeled down, and pray- 
ed with them, 

37 They all melted into 
tears —~thev fell on his neck 
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bofoms with the moit tender 
embraces, 

28 diffolved in a flood of 
grief at the reflection, that 
they fhould never fee him 
more and this affecting 
{cene lafted till we got to the 





vefiel, whither they accom- 
panied us. 


Cable Pe 2M. 


I ORN from them at 

laft, we Jaunched in- 
to the deep, and enjoyed a 
profperous gale to the ifland 
of Cos — The next day we 


failed to Rhodes, and from 


thence to Patara. 

2 Here meeting a fhip that 
was bound to Phesenicia, we 
embarked on board of it. 

3 Wethen made the ifland 
of Cyprus —which we paffed 
to the left, and failing direét- 
ly for Syria, arrived at Tyre, 
where the veffel was to un- 
load. 

4. Here we made a ftay of 
feven days—havine met with 
fome Chriftians, who by the 
{pirit of prophecy cautioned 
Paul againft going up to Je- 
rufalem. 

5 But after this fpace was 
elapled we left the city, and 
recommenced our journey, 
attended out of the town by 
all che Tyrian Chriltians with 
their wives and children 
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We then kneeled down upon 
the beach and prayed. 

6 After mutual embraces 
we parted from them, and 
went on board. 

7 Sailing from Tyre we 
arrived at Ptolemais — and 
walting upon the Chriftian 
fociety there, fpent one day 
with them. 

8 The next day we arrived 
at Caefarea, and lodged with 
Philip the evangelift —- who 
had been chofen one of the 
feven managers or the chari- 
table fund. 

9 This perfon had four 
unmarried daughters, who 
were ail endowed with pro- 
phetic quits. 

10 During 2 ftay of feveral 
days that we made in this 
city, there arrived 2 prophet 
trom Judea, whofe name was 
sgabus. 

ri ‘Chis perfon, upon his 
coming among us, took Paul’s 
sirdle—-bound his own hands 
and feet with it——and after 
this folemn fignificant action, 
thus addrefled the company 
— The infallible fpirit of God 
exprefsly declares——That the 
perton, to whom this girdle 
veiongs, fhall in Jerufalem be 
bound in this manner, and 
be delivered wp imto the 
power of the Heathens. 

12 Upon hearing fuch a 
folemn declaration uttered, 
both sre, aad the Chriftians 
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of that town, begged him in 
the mot pathetic and impor- 
tunate terms not on any ac- 
count to venture into the me- 
tropolis. 

ro. To thele: our -earneit 
entreaties he replied — My 
dear friends ! why do you 
weep and tear my heart by 
this affecting tendernefs ! — 
J am prepared to meet.with 
chearfulnefs, not only im- 
prifonment, but every form 
of death, for the gofpel of 
Jelus. 

14 Finding it impoMibie 
to fhake his deliberate rcfo- 
lution, we ceafed our impor- 
tunity, and only added — 
May the will of Ged be 
done ! 

15 Some time after we 
loaded our carriages, and ad- 
vanced towards the capital, 

16 attended by fome 
Chrittians of Czefarea — who 
conducted us to the houfe or 
one Mnafon, with whom we 
were to lodge — who was a 
native of Cyprus, and had 
been one of the early con- 
verts to Chriftianity. 

§—17 AFTER our arriva! 
in Jerufalem we waited upon 
ours Chrittiam: brethren;.avhe 
gave us 2 very alfectionate 
reception. 

18 The day after Paul wene 
along with us to James 
where we found all the fenior 
Chriflians aflembled. 

19 After 
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19 After mutual faluta- 23 We would, therefore, 
tions he gave the company a by all means advife you to 
minute detail of the amazing } act in the following manner 
revolution that God bad ef-|— There are now among 
fected by his miniftry among] us four perfons, who have 
the Heathens. impofed upon themielves the 

20 After he had finifhed | Nazarite’s vow. 
his narration, all the affem- 24 Take thefe perfons 
bly with pious gratitude fer- } publickly alone with you — 
vently celebrated the divine } fubmit to the legal purificati- 
goodnefs—After paying this} on in common with them — 
devout acknowledament they | defray theirexpences,required 
turned tohim, and thus fpoke | on fuch occafions—and fuffer 
— Dear Chrifhian brother! | yourhead, equally with them, 
you cannot be ignorant how | to be fhaved —in order that 
many myriads there are of | they all may fec that there is 
the Jews who have embraced | no foundation in the report, 
the Chriitian religion, and yet | that hath been tran{mitted hi- 
who are, every individual of } ther of your conduct; but 
them, moit zealous advocates | that you are a itri&t con- 
for the law of Mofes. formit to the injun&ion of 

21 Now thete have been | the law. 
informed that you have made} 25 As for the Heathens, 
it your conftant practice in] who have embraced Chritti- 
every town among the Hea-]anity, we have prefcribed 
thens where any Jews are [rules for their conduét—hav- 
iettled, to preach up to thefe jing unanimoufly judged it 
a non-conformity to the Mo-| proper to impofe no. other 
faic law—aflerting, that they | burden upon them, but only 
are now under no neceflity | probibit them from tafting a- 
to circumcife their children, |} ny meat that hath been de- 
or to adhere to its external } voted to an idol, from eating 
rites. any animal that been ftrane- 

22 What meafures are, {led, to abflain from blood, 
therefore, to be purtued ? — | and to refrain from debauch- 
You may affure yourfelf, | ery. 
that the moment they hearj 26 Paul accordinely took 
you are in town, they will} thefe perfons along with him 
meet and make {tri& en- and the next day being 
quiries into your conduét in | legatly purified in common 
this refpect. with them, went into the 

temple 


© om, 
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temple to give public notice 
to the priefts of his having 


purified and bound himtelf 


with a religious vow along 
with four other perfons—de- 
claring alfo the time when 
this vow was made, and the 
objations he would offer for 
every one of them at his own 
expence, when the time of 
their vow was accomplithed. 

+ But when the feven 
days, the time which the law 
preicribed, were almoft com- 
pleted, tome Jews of minor 
Afia happening to fee him 
in the temple, immediately 
incited ai] che populace 
rufhed upen him—and feized 
him. 

28 Vehemently exclaim- 
inge—Ifraelites! Help! Help! 
—This is the perion who by 
his doétrines hath been in- 
flaming the paffions of every 
man, in every place, againit 
the Jews—againit the law— 
and againft this facred place 
—Hie hath even had the im- 
pious effrontery to bring 
Greeks with him into. the 
temple — and hath polluted 
the fanétity of this holy 
place. 

cg They faid this, becaufe 
they had a little before feen 
Trophimus an Fphefian a- 
long with him in the city — 
and they inftantly concluded 
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he had brought him into the 
temple. 

30 Upon this the whole 
city was immediately railed 

—all the people rufhed furi- 
oufly, at once, upon him — 
feized — dragged him out of 
the temple—whof doors were 
inftancly fhut. 

31 Being now determined 
to murder him, news was 
carried to the Roman tribune, 
that the whole city was in a 
dreadful commotion, 

32 That moment he took 
the centurions and the armed 
cohort, an rufhed among the 
mob—\Who when they” faw 
the Roman officer and_ his 
men, defifted from any far- 
ther violence to his perion. 

33 The tribune advanced 
forward — took him from a- 
mong them—and ordered him 
to be confined with two chains 
—IHie then afked, Who he 
was——-and what crime he had 
committed. 

34 To thefe quettions fome 
of the mob bellowed one thing, 
fome another—— The officer, 
not being able to learn any 
thine fatisfactory from the tu- 
nultuous and enraged mul- 
titude, gave immediate or- 
ders for his being conduéted 
into the cattle. 

35 When he was got to 
the bottom of the * ftairs that 

led 


2 "This paffage in our hiflorian is confirmed and illuftrated by the mi- 
nute account fephus gives of the caille duteaie, which the Romans occu- 


pied 
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ied to the caftle, fuch was the 
determined fury and ferocity 
of the mob, that the foldiers 
were obliged to carry him in 
their arms. 

36 For an immenfe crowd 
followed, piercing the air 
with their cries, and repeat- 
ine—Drag him to the place 
of execution ! 

37 Paul now going to en- 
ter within the caftle faid to 
the tribune in Greek Will 
you permit me to fpeak with 
you—What! faid the officer, 
do you underftand Greek ? 

38 Are not you that® E- 
eyptian, who raifed fuch a 
difturbance fome time ago, 
and marched four thoufand 
affaffins into the wildernefs ? 

39 No, Sir! faid Paul—I 
am a Jew-—~a native of Tar- 
fus in Cilicia, a citizen of no 
obf{cure place—and I beg you 
would permit me to fpeak to 
the collected multitude. 

40 The tribune affenting, 
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‘Paul ftood upon the ftairs — 


made a motion with his hand 
to the people—upon which a 
profound filence being made, 
he thus addreffed them in the 
Hebrew language. 


CHAP. XXIl. 
r RETHREN and 


fathers! Let me1m- 
plore your candid confider- 
ation of the apology I now 
prefume to offer to you. 

2 The audience hearing 
him fpeak in the Hebrew lan- 
cuage was all filence and at- 
tention—He proceeded. 

3 Iam a Jew, a native of 
Tarfus in Cilicia, but was e- 
ducated in this city under the 
care of Gamalicl—I was ini- 
tiated into the moft accurate 
knowledge of the law, and 
was once as warm a zealot 
for its © dignity and excel- 
lence, as you now are. 

4 For fo fanguine were my 


pied. Kabat curnrre, x.7-A. On that fide where the caftle joined to the 
porticoes of the temple it had fazrs that communicated with each other : 
down which the guards defcending, for there was always a Roman legion 
lodged here, and taking their ftations in different places about the por- 
ticoes prevented any difturbances during the celebration of their public 
feftivals. For as the temple was a fortrefs to the city, fo Antonia was 4 
fortrefs to the temple. Fo/ephus, B. J. Lib. s.c.5.§ 8. Audfon. 

» Felephus mentions this perfon in two places of his hiftory. MerZcre 
He taurus TAnps, x. 7. a. “ But an Egyptian fale prophet invoived 
the ‘fess in a much greater calamity. ‘This impoftor came into the 
country, aflumed the title of prophet, collected about thirty thovfand 
whom he had deccived, led them round out of the wildernefs to mount 
Olives, intended to force the Roman garrifon, to throw him{elf into the 
city, and by means of his affociates make himfelf kine. But Felix at 
auce quafhed his defigns. B. J. Lib. 2. c. 13. § 5. » 

© See Camb, MS. which is undoubtedly the true reading. 


prepof- 


4.4.6 


prepofefions in favour of 1, 
that I periccuted the Chrif- 
tian fect with the moft impla 
cable and blood-thirfty rage 
—{eizing, binding, confining 
in qails, perfons of both texes 
indifcriminately, who had em- 
braced its doétrines. 

5 For the truth of this I 
can appeal to the high pref, 
and to the whole body of the 
Sanhedrim — from whom I 
received letters of recommen- 
dation to the Jews in Damat- 
cus To which place I fet 
out with a determined refolu- 
tion to apprehend all I could 
meet there who profefiedChril- 
tianity, and drag them in fet- 
ters to the capital to receive 
condign punithment. 

6 But as I was travelling, 
and had now advanced vin 
a little diftance trom Damial- 
cus, it being now about noon, 





all on a fudden a flood ot 


light from the fky darted its 
effulgent fplendors around 
me. 

» By its immente and ir- 
refiftible effufion I was inftant- 
ly {truck to the earth—where 
as I lay proftrate, 1 heard the 
following words folemnly ut- 
Ser Saul! Saul! W hy 
dott thou perfecute me! 

8 Lord! who art thou, I 
eee am, faid he, Jefus 

£ Nazareth, whom thou art 
perfecuting, 

9g This amazing light all 
my companions faw and were 
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fixed in horror and aftonifh- 
ment—But the voice that was 
addrefled to me they did not 
lear: 

10 [then faid—Lord! What 
wouldeft thou have me do? 
—Ruife, he anfwered, and go 
into the city 





nou fhalt 
there receive full information 
of the duties I have appoint- 
ed thee to perform. 

1x Trofe, but the dazzling 
slory of that heht had totaily 
deprived me of my fight, fo 
that my companions were o- 
bliged to conduct me by the 
hand into Damatcus. 

12 There was in the city 
at that time one Ananias, a 
devout obferver of the law of 
Moles, and univerfally e- 
fteemed by the Jews who re- 
fided there. 

13 This perfon came, ftood 
cver me, and pronounced 
thele words :—Brother Saul ! 
Be thou reftored to thy for- 
mer fight! — That moment 
I recovered it, and faw my 
benefactor clearly and dil- 
tinctly. 

14 The God of our fore- 
fathers, he then faid to mc, 
hath been eracioufly pleated 
to favour thee with the dit: 
tinguifhed happinefs of know- 
ing ” his will, of feeing the ho- 
ly “Mefiiah, and hearing hin 
fpeak. 

16 For by this incident 
thou art now defignedly qua- 
lified to atteft to all mankind 
the 


Chap: XX. 


the truth of what thou haift 
feen, and what thou hait 
heard. 

16 Rife, therefore, immedi- 
ately — invoke the name of 
Jefus—and be baptized, that 
the ftain of thy former crimes 
may for ever be effaced. 

17 Returning after this to 
Terulalem, as 1 was praying 
in the temple, I found my 
faculties immediately abforb- 
ed in an ecitacy. 

18 The following fcene 
was then exhibited — He ap- 
peared to me and thus {poke 
-— ‘ Hafte, fy with precipi- 
tate fteps out of Jerufalem — 
for the moft folemn affertions 
that thou haft feen and heard 
me, will all be rejected, by 
thei. 

19 Lord! Irefumed, they 
will furely credit my teftimo- 
ny concerning thefe fatts—— 
fer they all know how zeal- 
cus and aétive I was in pro- 
fecuting, imprifoning, and 
icourging in the fynagogues 
the profeffors of thy religion. 

20 They all knew, when 
they imbrued their hands in 
the blood ef thy martyr Ste- 
phen, what a chearful fut 
frage I] gave to this public 
murder, and with what con- 
icious pleafure I prefided at 
i¢ — the upper garments of 


*Heu! fuge nate dea, teque his ait, eripe flammis. 
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his murderers being depofit- 


ed with me. 

21 He then faid to me — 
Quit ‘this place immediately 
for I will fend thee to 
publith thefe truths in the 
remote countries of the Hea- 
thens.” 

22 No fooner was this laft 
word pronounced, but tho’ 
they had been decent before, 
they at once univertally raif- 
ed the moft vehement and 
confufed clamours—fcream- 
ing and repeating —— Clear 
the earth of fuch a wicked 
moniter ! Let him not live a 
moment longer ! 

23 The whole vaft multi- 
tude was now tranfported in- 
to all the exceffes of the moft 
violent rage and madnefs — 
they tore off their cloaths — 
pierced the air with their cries 
— and threw clouds of duit 
into it. 

24 The tribune feeing this 
tumultuous fcene, ordered 
him immediately to be con- 
ducted into the caftle, and to 
be examined by ifcourging, 
that he might iearn what he 
had done that enraged the 
mob thus violently againft 
him. 

25 As the foldiers, there- 
fore, were faftening him with 
thongs to the pillar, Paul 
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faid to the centurion who was 
appointed to attend — Doth 
the Roman Jaw authorize you 
to fcourge a freeman of Rome 
before a * legal fentence ha‘! 
been paffed upen him. 7 

26 The centurion, hearing 
this, went immediately to the 
tribune — bidding him be 
cautious how he acted on the 
prefent occafion for the 
prifoner was a Roman ci- 
tizen. 

27 The tribune upon this 
information went to him, and 
faid — ** Tell me the truth 
~~ Are you a freeman of 
Rome?” — He anfwered in 
the affirmative. 

28 It coft me an immenfe 
fun, faid the tribune, to pur- 
chafe this privilege — But I 
was the fon of a freeman, 
faid the apoitle. 

29 Immediately, there- 
fore, thofe who were ordered 
to examine him by torture, 
defifted—and the tribune was 
extremely alarmed that he 
had bound a Roman citizen. 

§—30 Tie next day the 
Roman tribune being defir- 
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ous to know what were the 
crimes the Jews alledged a- 
gain{t him, difpatched orders 
tor the high priefts and San- 
hedrim to convene a general 
council—which when jt was 
convoked, he ordered the a- 
poftle’s fetters to be knocked 
oft—brought him out of the 
caftle—and placed him before 
the court. 


Cuap, xxii. 1 Paul fixing 
his eyes intenfely upon the 
affembly thus addreffed him- 
telf to them ‘* My breth- 
ren! when IJ take a review of 
my paft lite, Ican appeal to 
God that J have ever main- 
tained an inviolable probity 
of heart to this moment. 

2 This fentence was no 
fooner pronounced but the 
hich prieft ordered the appa- 
ritors who f{tood by to {mite 
him on the face. 

3 Paul upon hearing this 
fentence, immediately turned 
to him and faid — God will 
fhortly fmite thee, thou pu- 
trid* plaiftered wall ! — Dott 
thou fit here to admuinifter 





© Crecve’s celcbrated cretion againtt Ferres is replete with teftimonies 
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Facinus eft vineiri civem Romanum, fcelus ver- 
Lerari—— Efuceine tanden: ommia reciderunt, ut civis Romanus in pro- 
vincia populi Romani —-- deligatis in foro virgis cederetur — Nam ca 
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cognité multi poifunt abfolvi, incognita quidem condemnari nemo potelt. 
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equity, and yet ordereft me to 
be ftruck in this illegal and 
iniquitous manner ¢ 

4 Some who ftood by faid 
to him—Do you treat (Gsad’s 
high prieft with fuch abulive 
infolence as this ? 

5 I am extremely forry, 
faid the apoftle, that I did 
not know he was the high 
prieft — for I am very fenii- 
ble of the juttice of that ferip- 
tural command “ Thou 
fhalt not infult the covernor 
of thy nation.” 

6 Paul being confcious 
that fome members of the 
court were Sadducees, and 
others Pharifees — he cried 
out with great emotion be- 
fore all the afiembly—‘** My 
brethren! I here publickly 
avow that ] am a Phariee, 
and the fon of a Pharilee—lIc 
is folely arm undoubted 
pertuafion of a future ftate 
that hath brought me bersere 
this tribunal. 

7 Upon this folemn decla- 
ration of his fentiments there 
immediately enfued a fan- 
euine contention between the 
fects cf the Pharitees and 
Sadducees—which was foon 
blown up inte a vielent facti- 
ous diffenSon,. 

$8 For the Sadducees dery 
a future ffare—and maintain 
there are no fuch beings as 
Ai roles CAMO NST UmE fim Lepiorg est) re 
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— But the Pharifees f{trenu- 
oully avow thefe principles. 

g The contending parties 
srowing vehement and noily, 
and defending their relfpective 
tenets with inflexible violence 
and the moit outrageous cla- 
mours, fome pricits of the 
Pharifaical feét, who had 
been eagerly engaged in this 
debate, at laft faid— As for 
ourfelves we are perfectly ta- 
tished that there is nothing 
criminal in this perfon’s con- 
duct—If an angel, ora glori- 
fied fpirit, hath deigned. to 
converfe with him and in- 
ftruct him in fome inportant 
truths, let us not oppofe the 
facred will of heaven. 

10 In fine, difputes were 
agitated with Gen determin- 
ed virulence, rancour and fu- 
ry, that the tribune was real- 
ly atratd the difputants would 
tear the apoftle in pieces a- 
mong them He therefore 

gave orders fora party of {fol- 
ers infantly to jal ily out of 
garni on, reicue the apof- 

force trom among 
recon bun 
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truths of my religion in Jeru- 
falem, be affured thou wilt 
alfo publith and atteft them 
in Rome. 

§—12 Tue morning after, 
fome of the Jews met toge- 
ther by appointment, and 
entered into the moft folemn 
mutual engagement, — that 
they would neither eat nor 
drink ’till they had affaffinat- 
ed the apoftle. 

13 There were above forty 
perfons, who were affociated 
in this con{piracy. 

14 Having deliberately 
formed this refolution, they 
immediately repaired to the 
high priefts and magiftrates, 
and acquainted them, that 
they had all mutually entered 
into a moft folemn confede- 
racy that they would neither 
eat nor drink *ull they had 
murdered Paul. 

15 Now, therefore, added 

they, do you difpatch a mef- 
fave to the Reman tribune 
o bring him down to-mor- 
row into the court, intimat- 
ing a dcfire to obtain a more 
accurate knowledge of his 
principles and caule, and we 
will affaffinate him before he 
reaches the council. 

16 ‘The fon of the avoftle’s 
ifter getting early intelligence 
of this contpiracy went in- 
itantly to the caflle, and dif- 
covered it to his uncle. 

Pail chene -cace 
f, 


one 
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of the centurions to him and 
tatd— Will you be pleafed to 
conduct this young man to 
the tribune ror he hatha 
fecret to difclofe to him. 

18 Vhe conturion took 
him, and introducing him to 
the tribune, faid, that Paul 
his prifoner had ‘begged of 
him as a favour that he would 
conduct this young perfon to 
him, as he had fomething of 
importance to communicate. 

19 The tribune then took 
him by the hand, and retir- 
ing Into a private apartment, 
afked him, what he wanted 
to difclofe to him. 

20 The Jews, Sir, hean- 
{fwered, have agreed to fo- 
licit you to bring Paul before 
the court to-morrow, under 
a pretence, as if they were 
defirous to gain from hima 
more particular and exact ac- 
count of his principles and 
conduct : 

at but do you, Sir, reject 
this petition—for there are a- 
bove forty men who are now 
lying in ambufh to murder 
him by the way, who have 
all bound themfelves by the 
moft folemn adjurations that 
they will neither eat nor drink 
till chey have imbrued their 
hands in his blood—and they 
are now all ready, eagerly 
waiting for your compliance 
with the Jews’ requeft. 

02 The tribune hearing 

this, 
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this, ftritly charged him not 
to mention it to any one that 
he had difcovered the confpi- 
racy to him—He then difmiff- 
ed him. 

23 The tribune imme- 
diately called two of his cen- 
turions, and ordered them to 
accoutre their two hundred 
men—to draw out alfo feven- 
ty cavalry and two hundred 
{pearmen, and at nine o’clock 
in the evening, march to Cz- 
farea, 

24 He ordered them alfo 
to have horfes in readinefs for 
Paul whom he charged 
them to conduct fafe to Fe- 
lix the procurator. 

25 Having given thefe or- 
ders he wrote the following 
letter. 

26 * Craupius Lyszias to 
the moft illuftrious procura- 
tor Felix. 

27 The prifoner I now 
fend you, was violently feized 
by the Jews, and would 
quickly have been difpatch- 
ed by them had not I fud- 
denly interpofed with my 
troops, and refcued him from 
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their determined fury I 
have fince learned that he is 
a Roman citizen. 

28 Being defirous to know 
What particular crimes they 
alledged againft him, [| 
brought him into their San- 
hedrim, 

29 But I found they had 
nothing to charge him with 
but fome particular fenti- 
ments about jome controvert- 
ed points and fubtilcies of 
their law——and was convin- 
ced that he had perpetrated 
no crime that either deferved 
death or imprifonment. 

30 But upon the difcovery 
of a confpiracy which the 
Jews had formed againft this 
perfon’s life, I determined to 
fend him immediately to you 
—and have given notice to 
his accuiers to produce what 
they have to alledge againft 
him at your tribunal. Fare- 
well.” 

31 The foldiers having re- 
ceived thefe orders, took Paul, 
and marched that night as 
far as Antipatris. 

32 The next day they left 





& Enicas. This word fignifies to appear fuddenly. Confult Lute ii. 


g. Chap. xx. 1. Chap. xxi. 34. Chap. xxiv. a4. and Not. in loc. Aéts 
iv, 1. Chap. x.417. Chap. xi. ti. Chap. xii. 7. ** While Axtigonus 
was giving audience to certain ambafladors, Demetrius faddenly aptcared, 
en Plutarch Demet. p. 1630, Edit. Steph. The enemies /uaitenly 
prevented themfelves to them in their houfes, eqespeg;. Polybius, p. 323- 
£1200. 
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the cavalry to proceed with 


lim, and returned co the 
caftie. 
33 Arrivine in C2fdrea- 


they delivered ‘the letter, and 
pre ee the prifoner. 

24 Lhe procurater having 
read. the Jerter -aficed, Cit 
which of the provinces he 
was a native — and being 
rald, Of Cilicia — he turned 
ro the apoftle and faid— 

35 When your acculers 
come hither before mc, I 
will give your caufe an? im- 
partial hearing -—— He then 
wave orders for his confine- 
ment in Herod’s praetorium. 


XAIV, 


Cl AP 

K IV E days after his ar- 
rival, the hich prieft 
Ananias and the Sanhedrim 
went down in a body to Cx- 
farea, with one Tertullus an 
orator whole cloquence 
They had: lined! 40 dilplay anal 
averavate the apofile’s crimes 

before the procurator. 

2 Vhe prifoner being or- 
dered into court, Tertullus 
began his impeachment in 
the. tollowine formal manner. 

Cas We acknowle dee, 
moit luftrious Felix, with 
the warmeit gratitude, the 
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ereat tranquillity, and the 
many fignal emoluments that 
this province hath enjoyed, 
upon all occafions, and in its 
whole extent, by your pru- 
dential and godlike admini- 
{ration. 

4 But not to expatiate at 
pretent on fo pleafine a fub- 


ject, will you deign to hear a 


brief reprefentation from us of 
the caufe now depending, with 
that candour and benignity 
for which you are fo emi- 
nently diftinguifhed. 

is The prifoner at the bar 
hath long been the peit and 
bane of jociety — hath been 
exciting in every part of the 
world riots and diiturbances 
among, al] the Jews — and 1s 
the grand ringleader of the 
hereiy or the Nazarenes. 

6 Je even made an im- 
plous attempt to profane our 
lacred tempie——but we time- 
ly prevented it by feizing 
him, and would have  judeed 
him according to our law, 

+ but the tribune Lyfias 
fuddenly rufhed upon us with 
his troops, and violently tore 
him out of our hands: 

8 ordering his acculers to 
appear before you —= Any of 
the plaintifis now before you, 
if you condeicend to examine 
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them, will give you clear in- 
formation on the feveral ar- 
ticles of this charge.” 

Oe tae ended, and all the 
Jews unanimouily declared 
that the crimes he alledged a- 
gainft the prifoner were firict- 
ly true. 

10 The procurator then 
ceiving a fign to the apoitle 
to offer his vindication, he 
thus rephed— ‘* Conscrous 
that you have been for a con- 
fiderable number of years the 
fupreme judge and governor 
of this province, I ain encou- 
raged to deliver my apology 
before you with ereater free- 
dom and fortitude. 

11 Efpecially fince you 
may eafily obtain information 
of the truth of what IJ fo- 
lemnly afiert-—That it is now 
no more than twelve days 
ago fince I went up to Jeru- 
ee to pay my devotions 
the 

2 or that they neither 
detected me in the temple in 
a debate with any perfon—or 
raifing a mob, either in the 
fynagooue, cr in any part of 
the capital. 

13 Nor can they prove a- 
ny one article of the charge, 
which they have now exhi- 
bited again{t me. 

14 ‘Lhis, however, I will 
ingenuoufly confefs, that ac- 
cording to that particular 


sect, which they brand with 
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the name of her T wor- 
fhip the God of my anceftors 
=e mly beiicving the trach 
of all things, that are written 
in the law and the prophets ; 

15 indulging thar divine 
craniporting hope, which they 
themtelves “protels to chertth, 
That atter death there will 
be a general refurrection both 
of the virtuous and of the 
wicked, 

1€ In confequence of which 
folemn event, I conttantly 
make it my moft fedulous 
(tudy and cxercile to main- 
tainan irreproachable conduct 
both towards God and man. 

174 After an ablenceof & 
confiderable number of years 
[ lately took a journey to Je- 
rufalem to diltribute a chari- 
table collection amone my in- 
digent countrymen. 

18 But during my contt- 
huance in the city; tome 
Jews of Afia miner found me 
in the temple purified accor- 
ding to the prefcription of 
the law but they cannot 
make it appear that they fur- 
prized me caballing with a 
mob, for fomenting any riot. 

19 Thofe, as they were the 
firft that violently feized me, 
oucht to have been at your 
tribunal, and have here pro- 
duced what they had to al- 
ledge againit me: 

, 20 Or let even thefe, who 
are wow prefent, freely de- 
F 2 clare, 
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clare, what crime they found 
me guilty of, when I was 
lately called before the San- 
hedrim. 

21 Except indeed they im- 
pute this to me as a crimc— 
that when I {tood betore them 
I uttered with great emotion 
the following exprefion— | 
am impeached at this vene- 
rable cout for my firm belief 
of a future relurrection.” 

22 The procurator hearing 
thefe things, and being defir- 
ous tO gain a more explicit 
information of the Chriftian 
relicion deferred the caufe— 
telling the Jews, when Lyfias 
the tribune came to Ceefarea, 
he fhould be able to examine 
and decide with greater im- 
partiality. 

23 He then gave orders 
to the centurion to take Paul 
into his cuftody—but to treat 
him asa prifoner at large, and 
to permit all his friends to 
have free accefs to him. 
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§—24 Some days after 
this, Felix and his lady Dru- 
filla, who was a Jewels, fent 
tor Paul, and heard him dif- 
courfe concerning the Chrif- 
tian religion. 

25 But when the apoftle, 
in the proerefs of his dif- 
courte, ftrongly enforced the 
important duties of juftice 
and continency, and _ repre- 
fented the folemnities of a fu- 
ture judement, ' Felix fhook 
with extreme terror and con- 
{ternation, and interrupted 
him, faying—Enough! leave 
us at prefent Some other 
time I may fend for you a- 
eain. 

26 He was in hopes alfo 
that Paul would ofter hima 
bribe, to purchafe his dif- 
charee—and this mercenary 
principle induced him fre- 
quently to fend for and con- 
verfe with the apoftle. 

27 AFTER a confinement 
here of two whole years Fe- 
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lix was fucceeded in the pro- 
vince by Porcius Feitus 
But Felix, when he deliver- 
ed up his government to his 
fucceflor, to eratity the Jews, 
left Paul at his departure ftiil 


a prifoner. 





CALA Ps XXYV. 
TT H REE days after 


Feftus entered upon 
the government of his pro- 
vince, he went up from Cze- 
farea to Jerufalem. 

2 Here the * high priefts 
and the leading men amone 
the Jews, when they waited 
upon him to congratulate him 
upon his acceffion to the pro- 
vince, bitterly inveighed a- 
oaintt the apoftle, 

3 foliciting it as a favour 
that i.¢ would be pleafed to 
eive orders to have him fent 
to Jerutalem—defigning, had 
he comphed with this re- 


queit, to have hired ruffians 
to murder him upon the 
road. 


4 But Feftus told them, 
that it was his will, that Paul 
fhouid remain in cuftody at 
Ceefarea—and that his flay in 
Jerufalem weuld be very 
fhort. 

5 Adding—that any per- 
fons whem “they fixed upon, 
might go down along with 
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him, and produce at his tri- 
bunal what they had to al- 
ledge againft the prifoner. 

6 Atter a {tay of about ten 
days in the metropolis, he 
went down to Cefarea—and 
the next day after his arrival, 
he fummoned a court 
afcended the bench—and or- 
dered Paul to be brought be- 
fore him. 

7 Llere as he ftood at the 
bar, his profecutors from Je- 
rufalem with ereat virulence 
charged him with many hei- 
nous and atrocious crimes 
none of which, upon 
{trict examination, they were 
able to prove againit him. 

§ For in his apology he 
ublickly declared in the 
moft folemn terms, that they 
could not convict him of any 
one in{tance of a criminal be- 
haviour, either to the law, 
to the temple, or to the Ko- 
man emperor. 

g Feitus then, being de- 
firous to ingratiate hivfelf 
with the Jews, afked him, if 
he was willing his caufe fhould 
be tried at ferufalem. 

190 To this propofal Paul 
replied [am now before 
Ceelar’s tribunal, where my 
caufe oneht to be impartially 
canvaticd and decided— You 
yourielf are conicious that I 
have been guilty of nothing 
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criminal againft my country 
men. 

11 If] have injured them, 
if Lhave perpetrated any capt- 
tal crime, I fubmit without 
reluctance to capital punith- 
ment— But if all the charges 
they have now broveht a- 

ainft me are proved to be 
ablolutely falfe and ground- 
lefs, no perion can condemn 
me to death merely to grati- 
fy them—lI appeal to the em- 


peror. 
12 Feftus, after deliberat- 


ing with the Roman council, 
turned and faid to him 
Have you appealed to the 
emperor ?— You fheil then 
go, and be judged by the 
empcror. 

§—13 A Few days after 
this, king Agrippa, and his 
fitter Bernice toox a journey 
to Celarea to congratulate 
Yeftus upon his acceiiicn to 
the province. 
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14 Phefe making a ftay of 
leveral days at Carlarea, a- 
mone other lubiects, Feltus 
recounted to them the apoftle’s 
ttory-—I have here a prifoner, 
faid he, whom my predecef- 
tor lett in cufody, when he 
quitted the province. 

is This perion, during 
afhort vifit I paid to Jerufa- 
lem upon my arrival, the 
hich priefts and principal 
neeiltrates loaded with ma- 
ny atrocious and ageravated 
crimes — and importunately 
berged me ta pats fentence 
of death upon him. 

16 To thele urgent entrea- 
aes | rephed — that it was 
not cuftomary for the Ro- 
mans to gratify any man 
with the death of another 
—-and that the ™ laws of 
Rome enacted, That the per- 
‘on impeached fhould have 
rec hberty to oer a public 
derence of himielr before his 
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accufers, and exculpate him- 
felf, if he could, from the 
crimes alledged again{t him. 

17 Accordingly, upontheir 
coming hither in a body, 1 ai- 
cended the tribunal the very 
next day—willing to difpatch 
this bufinefs — and ordered 
the prifoner to be brought to 
the bar. 

18 But his profecutors now 
alledged againft him no fuch 
imputations as I imagined 
they would co. 

19 They only had to charge 
him with differing from them 
in fome controverted points 
and fubtilties in their * reli- 
gion — and about one Jefus, 
whom they declared was dead, 
but whom the prifoner aver- 
red to be {till living. 

20 I, being greatly per- 
plexed and embarraffed in 
what manner to terminate 
this affair, afked the prilo- 
ner, If he would confent to 
have his cauie tried in Jeru- 
jalem. 

21 Upon this propofal, he 
made his appeal to Ceefar, 
and publickly infifted upon 
the emperor’s decifion— and 
he is now under confinement, 


" AciciSatoria 1s frequently ufed in a cood fenfe, 


47 
‘all T have an opportunity of 
fending him to Rome. 

22 Agrippa then faid to 
Feitus —= I fhould be glad to 
hear what this perton hath to, 
fay in vindication of his prin- 
ciples —- To-morrow then, 
faid the procurator, you shall 
have this pleafure. 

23 Accordinely, the nex 
day, king Agrippa and_ his 
fitter Bernice, with a moft 
fplendid and magnificent re- 
tinue, entered the pretorium, 
attended alfo by the Roman 
tribunes and perfons of the 
firft diftinétion in Czefarea — 
When this large brilliant af 
fembly were feated, Feftus 
ordered Paul to be brought 
before them. 

24 When the apoftle was 
conducted in, the procura- 
tor thus addreffed himfelf to 
the company—* This is the 
perfon, King Agrippa, and 
ye illuftrious auditors, againft 
whom the whole community 
of the Jews are fo implacablv 
enraged—whom they have fo 
often, both in Jerufalem, and 


in this city, by the moft fup- 


plicant entreaties begged me 
to difpatch—vehemently cla- 
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mouring, That the earth 
ought to be inftantly deliver- 
ed from fuch a vile montter. 

25 But, after ftrict exami- 
nation, I am convinced he 
hath been guilty of no crime 
that deferves capital punifh- 
ment — and I am now deter- 
mined, upon his appealing 
to the emperor, to fend him 
to Rome. 

26 But as I have yet no- 
thing explicit to write to my 
fovereign about him, I have 
judged it proper to bring 
him before this honourable 
and auguft aflembly, and, 
particularly, before you, king 
Agrippa That his prin- 
ciples and conduct being here 
accurately explored and exa- 
mined, I might be able to 
tran{mita clear and faithful ac- 
count of him to the emperor. 

27 For it would be highly 
abfurd and infolent for me to 
fend a prifoner to Ceefar, 
without fpecifying his crimes. 





CH AL... KANE: 


r+ A GRIPPA then fad 

4% ro Paui— You have 
now free permulion to vindi- 
cate vourfelt——Upon this 
Paul direcched out his hand, 
and delivered the following 
apoley : 

s Dis TINGUISHED 1S 
my happinels, O king Agrip- 
pa, thas 1 am now favoured 


—e 
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with an opportunity of pub- 
lickly vindicating myi{elt be- 
fore fo illuftrious a perfonage 
from the various aiperfions 
that the Jews have caft upon 
mie. 

3 Efpecially as I am pleaf- 
ingly confcious that you are 
perfectly acquainted with the 
whole religious fyftem, and 
popular controverfies, of the 
Jews This periuafion en- 
courages me to folicit, that 
you would hear, what I have 
to offer in defence of the 
principles I have adopted, 
with lenity and candour. 

4 To my conduct and cha- 
racter in carly life, which 
was jpent among my own 
countrymen on the public 
theatre of Jerufalem, all the 
Jews are no itrangers. 

5 They all know my life, 
and the liberal education I re- 
ceived, if they were difpofed 
ingenuoully to atteit at 
They all know that I was e- 
ducated in the ftricteft fect of 
our religion, and that f em- 
braced the principles of the. 
Pharilces. 

6 And now do I ftand at. 
this tribunal for my firm and 
avowed belief in that tran{- 
portiny promiie, which God 
folemniy made to our ujuftri- 
ous forefathers. 

7 A promife ! atter whofe 
expected bleflednels the whcle 
community of rach iervendy 

afpires 
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afpires—and to attain which 
allthe twelve tribes day and 
night ferve God with unre- 
mitted ardour of devotion — 
and yet becaufe I cherith this 
common hope, O king A- 
orippa, am I puriued by tlie 
whole body of the Jews, 
with unrelenting enmity and 
race. 

“8 What! is ita thing ab- 
folutely incredible with you, 
That the great God 1s able 
to reanimate the dead! 

9g I once thought it my 
duty to do every thing in my 
power to crufh the caufe of 
Jefus in its birth. 

10 Accordingly in Jerufa- 
lem, I diftincuifhed myfelf 
by my zealous endeavours to 
fupprefs 1t—— Great numbers 
of the Chriftians I confined 
in jails to me the hich 
priefts granted their commiul- 
fion to harrafs them—I ever 
gave a chearful fufferage to 
thofe who were refolved to al- 
fafinate them. 

11 In every fynagocue by 
my orders they were mang- 
Jed with fcourges and punifh- 
ed with extreme cruelty—By 
the tortures I inflicted I ob- 
liged them to calumniate and 
revile their leader—At laft, 
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the exceffes of my unbound- 
ed fury again{ft them would 
not be circumfcribed within 
the narrow limits of Judea— 
My madnefs initigated me to 
overleap its boundaries, and 
perfecute in foreign towns and 
cities. 

12 But as I was travelling 
to Damaicus with an unlimit- 
ed commiffion from the high 
priefts, 

13 on the public road, a- 
bout the middle of the day, 
I faw, O king Agrippa, from 
the parted clouds, all on a 
fudden, an ineffable light, in- 
finitely more dazzling than 
all the effulgence of the fun, 
dart and blaze about me and 
my companions. 

14 We were all inftantly 
{truck to the earth—where as 
I lay proftrate I heard the fol- 
lowine words, in Hebrew, 
folemnly uttered Saul ! 
Saul! why doft thou perie- 
cute me—°It is madnefs for 
thee to contend with a juperi- 
our power ! 

15 Trembling, I faid, 
Lord! who art thou?—The 
voice replied Iam Jeius, 
whom thou art perfecuting. 

16 But riie——for I have 
now appeared to thee to con- 
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ftiicute thee 2 minifter and a 
witnels of what thou haft 
feen, and that thou mayeft 
publith to che world the truths 
{ fhall in future time reveal 
to thee. 

17 Twili be thy guardian 
amidft the rage of the Jews 
and the fury of the Heathens 
-——to whom | will depute thee, 


1§ to pour the light of 


truth upon the mental eye 
—to ditpel the gloomy dark- 
neis trom their bemelited 
fouls —to reclaim them from 
the adoration cf falfe, to the 
worthip ot the true God 
that ® by embracing my reli- 
eron they may obtain a total 
remiffion of their paft fins, 
and finally fecure a blefied 
unmertality among the vir- 
LUOUS. 

19 To the folemn com- 
mands enjoined me by this 
heavenly vifion, O king A- 
erippa, [have not been di- 

Dedient. 

20 But to the Jews in Da- 
mafeus firft—then to Jerufa- 
jem—atterwards to all Judza 
e—at lait, to the Heathen na- 





P TIicer is not 
2alear, that 
of their palit ins. 

TaSacds lable to fuperings. 
conceived the Deity, 


be a pure, confeious, invilible, in acorruptible metelligence. 
Who in reward of their virtue were recited of morta ity and a 


ha Se 
Heber to human fufferings, raQaror- 
ork, Svo. Gr. 


The Acts of the APOSTLES. 


Chap. XXV1. 


tions, have I publickly pro- 
ene the indifpenfable ne- 
ceffity of repentance, and of 
a devout and holy lire. 

21 It 35 for thefe princi- 
ples, and for this conduct, 
that the Tews feized me in the 
temple, and violently  at- 
tempted to murder me. 

22 But by the powerful 
interpolition of my God I 
have been refcued from every 
daneer—and now ftand be- 
yore you this day a monu- 
ment of the divine mercy — 
freely declaring to the 
noble and ignoble no other 
truths but what Motes and 


the prophets have expretsly 
ulicried 
23 tor example, that the 


Meffiah would be ? hable to 
fufferings—that he would be 
the firtt perfon who fhould be 
railed from the grave to ab/o- 
dvte immortality—and that he 
would diffufe a moft glorious 
and facred ieht in the world 
to illuminate both the Jews 
and the Gentiles without dif- 
fiNCON. 

24 Here Feftus interr upt- 
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ed his difcourfe by fuddenly 
exclaiming with a loud and 
vehement voice — Certainly 
Paul you are mad ! Your pro- 
found erudition hath difor- 
aie your intellects |! 
5 The apoftle replied -— 
My eae moft il- 
tuftrious Feftus, - not difor- 
dered — What | utter is the 
dictate of fober truth and fe- 
date reflection. 

26 I appeal to the kine, 
before whom I {peak with 
this freedom, for the truth of 
my declarations — Elis maje- 
ity, I am periuaded, is not 
ignorant of any part of thefe 
pubhic tranfactions — Thefe 
things sere not done in fome 
obicure retreat. 

27 Do you believe, O king 
Agrippa, the predictions of 
the antient prophets ? —I am 
conicious you believe them. 

28 Agrippa then faid to 
him—You almoit induce me 
to-eurn Chritian, 

29 Would to God, the 
apoltle rephed, that all my 
prefent auditors were not a/- 
moft, but altogether, fuch as I 
am—except in the fnele cir- 
cumftance of thefe chains. 

30 After he had faid this, 
the king, the procuratcr, 
Bernicé, and the reft of the 
company rofe up, and with- 
drew. 

31 Saying, as they went 
out, one to another —- This 
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unhappy perfon hath done 
nothing that deferves either 
death, or imprifonment! 

32 and king Agrippa free- 
ly told Feftus, That he oughe 
in juftice to have been dit 
charged, if he had noi ap- 
pealed to the Emperer. 


GTS. PL axl, 


I ha confequence of the 

procurator’s refolution to 
fend the apoftle to Rome, he 
and fome other prifoners were 
committed to the care of a 
Roman captatn called Julius, 
who was a centurion of the 
Auguttan cohort. 

We therefore, in com- 
pany with Ariftarchus a Ma- 
cedonian, a native of Thel- 
falonica, embarked on board 
a vefiel belonging to A- 
dramyttium, that was to 
fail along the coafis ot Afia 
minor. : 
2 [The next day wevainv- 
ed ‘at Sidon—where the Ro- 
man officer treated Paul wich 
fneular humanity and kind- 
nels — permituns him to vi- 
fic lus friends here. and to 
receive any favours ies 
pleaicu 10 .conter: 

4 Sailing from Sidon 
met with contrary winds, 
which obliged us to coait 
alone the Rand of yrs, 

§ After pafiing the fea that 
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and Pamphylia, we difem- 
barked at Myra in Lycia. 

6 Here the centurion meet- 
ing with an Alexandrian vef- 
fel that was bound for Italy, 
he put us on board of her. 

7 We afterwards failed ex- 
tremely flow for a confider- 
able number of days toge- 
ther—and with a great difli- 
culty at laft got oppofite 
Cnidus — but were obliged 
by contrary winds to take 
fhelter under the fhore of 
Crete, oppofite Salamis. 

8 After paffine this town 
with ereat difficulty, we put 
into an harbour called the 
Fair havens, very near the 
city Alafia. 

9 Having fpent fo long a 
time in this fhort voyage 
hither, and it being no longer 
fafe to venture upon the deep, 
as the Jewifh * feaft of ta- 
bernacles was now patt, Paul 
advifed them to refien all 
thoughts of putting to fca in 
10 critical a feafon of the year. 

10 I am perfuaded, Sirs! 
faid he, that the future part 
Of our Voydee, if you are 
refolved to profecute it at 
this time, will be attended 


r 2agth of September. 
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with great Jofs and very im- 
minent danger, not only of 
the freight and the veffel, 
but of our own lives. 

tr But the Roman officer 
paid greater regard to the 
judgement of the mafter and 
pilot of the veffel, than to 
this advice of the apoftle. 

12 The port we had now 
put into being extremely in- 
commodious for wintering a 
f{torm, the major part were 
of opinion to quit it, and, if 
poffible, to make the har- 
bour of Phcenicé — a much 
more convenient haven in 
the ifland, bearing fouth-weft 
and north-weft. 

13 In the mean time a 
iouthern gale {prung up—— 
which infpired us with fond 
hopes that now all our wifhes 
would be happily accomplifh- 
ed We therefore imme- 
diately weighed anchor, and 
coafted along the fhores of 
Crcte. 

14 But we had not pro- 
ceeded far before we were 
affailed by a dreadful * hur- 
ricane, called by the failors 
' Euracuion. 

15 The veffel being feized 





© Aven tu2enxG- by the defcription given of it by the Greek claf- 


fics, exactly anfwers to the Spaniyjh term, Tornado. 


it, farth, Ta nvxr@ xianoee spete. 


srineeromevG nat repeSunges TH venus. 


Ariftotle defcribing 
Nieteor, Lib. 3. Cc. J. Atva TUSwy 
Luciaw de vera ut. Lib. 1. 


_' Phis is the reading in the -J/exandrian MS. and is prosably the true 


onminal lection. 


and 
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and invaded by the invincible 
fury of this tempeft, and ut- 
terly incapable of * bearing up 
againft its- dreadful affaults, 
we were driven at its mercy. 

16 Happening however to 
be run under a little ifland 
called Clauda, we with great 
difficulty, at laft, hoifted the 
boat out of the veffel. 

17 The failors having got 
it overboard, for its greater 
fecurity they “ undergirded 
the fhip with ropes ——— Be- 
ing then dreadfully afraid 
of being carried among 
the quickfands on the coaft 
of Africa, they took down 
the main mail and let 
her drive. 

18 The ftorm fiill con- 
tinuing to rage with unabat- 
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ing violence, the crew next 
day threw the freight of the 
fhip overboard. 

19 The day after, we afift- 
ed t::em in throwing into the 
fea the tackling of the veffel. 

20 And now the gloomy 
tempefts having for feveral 
days together intercepted 
from us the fight of the * fun, 
the moon and the ftars, and 
{till raging with the fame 
dreadful violence, we entire- 
ly refigned all hopes of ever 
preferving our lives. 

21 The fhip’s company, 
harraffed by the tempeft and 
by defpair, having taken no 
refrefhment for foie time, 
Paul ftood up, and thus ad- 
dreffed them—You ought to 
have followed, Sirs! my fa\u- 


u AytooSaaueep is a very elegant expreffion. Literally, loot the form iz 


the face. Blackwall. §. Claffies. 
word is often ufed by Polydius. 


Volt pe 16: 


Avtootaauen Supysovrs: Tats woaee 


This very comphatical 


rots. po 16. The Carthaginians were not able to face the Romans in 
arms, avTtofte? untat, p. 6g. That it may appear wita what a formidable 
nation Annibal dared to cope, avtegpdoaunas:. p.» 112. The Acheans 
with their own forces dared to meet the Lacedemonians tx frout, avTortar~ 
jugivs P. 133, See alfe. p. 169. 216. 300. 302. Lait. Hanov. fol. 1619. 
w This expedient was practifed by the Autients, in imniinent dancer, 12 

fecure tle veftel.-—Sine funibus ~ 

Vix durare caring 

Poflint i:mperiofius 

fEquor. Herat. Lib. 1. Ode v4. VE g. 


* Anp yap mene pug! Caled ny, ude ceanen 
Own clev rpepatye’ KaTEyEeTO yoo veDcerour. 
Eyl srt, ray viooy coed onney opdaamoo. 
Out’ sy KuaTa faespa KUAW SD OLGVe ToTl YeOTOY 
FiorS opecy arpey yitas sucekpss emeucagat. Odsf 1. VE. 144. 
‘Tres adeo incertos cxca caligine foles 
Erramus pelago, totidem fine fidere noes. 


Virg. /E2. 3. 
‘Ehbe Syriac Verfion reads Afeoz, See Mil. 


£03; 


tary 
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tary admonitions, and not | faitors imagined they were not 
have embarked from Crete— | tar from fome coatft. 
by which means you would | 28 Accordingly they found- 
not have incurred thefe im- | ed, and found the depth fifty 
minent dangers and unhappy | fathoms—a little farther they 
loffes. }again tried the depth, and 
22 But I now exhort you ; found tt only fifteen. 
to difpel your fears—for there ; 29 Being now feized with 
fhall not be the lots of a fin- | dreadful coniternation, lett 
ole lite—the veflel e/oae will | they fhould be driven upon 
penih. rocks, they caft four anchors 
23 For Jaf%t night the an- | out of the tern—and waited 
gel or that God, whote mef- the return of morning with ex- 
fenger IT am, and whom J | treme ardor and impatience. 
worfhip, appeared, and thus} 30 The crews intention 
accofted me: was now to abandon the vel- 
a4 ** Gaul! banithiethigaie! and accordingly they 
fears! — Thou mutt itand at | hauled the boat over board, 
Ceefar’s tribunal — Vhy God | under pretence of cafting an- 
will mercifully fave, for a chors from the prow. 
fake, the lives of every indi- 31 Paul, contcious of their 
vidual that are in the vetlel; defign, faid to the centurion 
with thee. , and to the foldiers [inthe 
25 Dilpel, therefore, I en- iailors do not ftay in the vel- 


— 








treat you al} your terrors—tor | fel, to navigate it, it will be 
fam perfuaded that God will | impoflible for you to fave your 
certainly accomphih this his | lives. 
jolemn declaration. 22 The Roman foldiers 
26 Let me aifure you, | hearing this, inftantly cut the 
That we fhall be driven up- ; ropes that fattened the boar to 
on fome iland. the fhip, and let the waves 
27 About the fourteenth | carry it away. 
night, as the fhip was tofling | 33 In the mean time, while 
up and down, 11 the Adriatic all were now eagerly waiting 
jea, inevery direction, at the | for the dawning of the dav, 
mercy of the winds and | Paul begged they would take 
waves, about midnight the | fome retrefhment—’” “ Your 
y That this is the only jufl tranflation of the original, fee Blackiva.! 
S.Clafics, Vol. ii, p.az2. gto. Hozel’s Hiltory of the Bible, and Pepe's 
Odi fis, 12..175- 
expectation 
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expectation of the fourteenth, 
which is to-day, hath been fo 
intenfe, as hath prevented 
you from takine your ufual 
repalt, and you have conti- 
nued all the whole day to 
this moment without eating 
any thing. 

34. I therefore beg you 
would take fome refrefhment 
—This is abfolutely neceffary 
for the fupport of nature — 
Be affured that an hair of 
your heads fhall not perifh. 

35 When he had faid this, 
he took bread, and after de- 
voutly offerine his pious ac- 
knowlegments to God before 
them all, he broke it, and be- 
oan to eat. 

36 His encouragements 
and example revived their de- 
jected fpirits — and they alfo 
partook of a common repatt. 

37 The number of all on 
board were two hundred {e- 
venty-fix. 

38 After they had refreth- 
ed themfelves, they lightened 
the veffel by throwing the 
wheat, with which it was la- 
den, over-board. 

39 When the morning 
dawned, they defcried land 
~—but knew not to what regi- 
on it belonged—They difco- 
vered alfo a bay with a fhore, 
into which they intended, if 
poffible, to run the veffel. 

40 They cut therefore the 
cables to which the anchors 


Vor. I. 


4s 


were tied—they unloofed alio 
the bands that faftened the 
rudders they hoifted the 
main fail—and made direétly 
for fhore. 

4t But happening to fall 
into a place where two con- 
trary Currents conflicted, they 
run the veilel aground 
The prow was fixed deep in 
the fand, fo that al! the force 
they could exert was nog 
able to extricate it ‘ine 
{tern was fhattered and dit 
united by the violence of the 
billows. 

42 In this critical emer- 
gency the foldiers adviled it 
as highly expedient to maf- 
facre all the prifoners, that 
none of them might fwim to 
fhore, and make their efcape. 

43 But the centurion, wil- 
ling to fave Paul’s life, re- 
jected this cruel propofal — 
and gave orders that thote 
who could fwim fhould throw 
themfelves firft into the ica, 
and gain the thore. 

44 Atrerwards the reft of 
the fhip’s company, fome 
upon planks, fome upon the 
fragments of the veliel 
every individual, got fate to 
fhore. 














Ci AUP. AV, 


I FTER this wonder- 
ful deliverance, we 

found that the name of the 
H h land 
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ifland we were caft upon was 
Melité. 


2 Its natives, who were 
* barbarians, treated us with 





fingular humanity for 
they benevolently received 
us all into their houfes, and 


igacde ‘Ince fires toO-dry our 
wet cloaths and warm our be- 
numbed limbs. 

— 3 Paul having, among o- 
thers, gathered a bundle of 
figots, “and laid it on the fire 
se8 viper fprung out of the 
fiame and faftened on_ his 
hand. 

4 When the barbartans 
faw the deadly animal hang- 
ing at his hand, they faid one 
t) another Undoubtedly 
this wretch muft have com- 
mitted murder — tho’ faved 
from a wreck, yet divine juf- 
tice purfues him, and hath 
devoted him to this dreadful 
fate | 

5 Lhe apoftle fhook the 
venomous creature into the 
ire, without fecling the leaft 
unhappy confequences. 

6 TYhe natives in the mean 
time kept their eyes inteniely 
fixed upon him — expecting 
every moment to fee the ter- 
rible effeéts of the poifon, 
in either caufing him to {well, 
or inftantly to drop down 
lead — But after they had 
viewed him for fome time in 
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anxious and painful expecta- 
tation, and found none of the 
ufual fymptoms enfue, their 
former fentiments of him 
were changed into devout 
aftonifhment and awe — and 
they declared he was a God. 
7 On that coaft, where the 
veffel was wrecked, lay the 
eftate of the covernor of the 


o 


ifland, whofe name was Pub- 
lius — This gentleman gave 


us a friendly 1 reception, and 
entertained us at his houfe for 
three days with great huma- 
nity. 

8 The father of this gen- 
tleman happened now to be 
confined to his bed by a dy- 
fentery and fever—Paul went 
into his chamber — prayed 
— laid his hands upon him 
—~and miraculoufly reftored 
him to perfect health. 

g The report of this tranf- 
action being foon fpread over 
the ifland, all the inhabitants, 
who laboured under any in- 
difpofitions, went to the a- 
poitle, and were miraculoufly 

cured. 

10 The people therefore 
made us the mott erateful re- 
turns—treating us with every 
civility and at our reim- 
barking generoufly provided 
us with every thing we might 
want in our future voyage. 

11 After a ftay of three 





* That is, who did not fpeak the Greeé or Roman language. 


months 
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months in the ifland we went 
on board an Alexandrian vef- 
fel, which had happened to 
put in there by ftrefs of wea- 
ther———in whole prow were 
painted the * figures of Cal- 
tor and Pollux. 

12 Our next difembarka- 
tion was at Syracufe — where 
we {pent three days. 

13 From this city failing 
in an indirect circular line we 
arrived at Rhegium—and at- 
ter our firft days voyage from 
thence a fouthern gale hap- 
pening to {pring up we ar- 
rived in two days at Purteolt. 

14. Meeting here with fome 
Chriftians, they importuned 
us to {pend a week with them 
—~After which we fet out for 
Rome. 

15 The Chriftians in the 
imperial city, having receiv- 
ed information that we were 
upon the road, came to meet 
us as far as ° Appi forum 
and the Three taverns 
The fight of thefe affectionate 
perfons infpired the apoitle 
with tranfports of joy and 
pious gratitude to heaven. 
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§—16 Upon our arrival in 
the capital the centurion im- 
mediately delivered up the 
priioners to the prefect of 
the preetorian euards---but to 
Paul was indulged the ‘ h- 
berty of living in a private 
apartment, along with on¢ 
foldier only who was ap- 
pointed to guard him. 

17 After Paul had been 
in Rome three days he fent 
for the principal Jews who 
were at that time in the city 
— and when they were con- 
vened together he thus ad- 
dreffed himielf to then —-— 
“« My brethren! J am as you 
fee a prifoner — But I have 
not incurred this mifery and 
diferace for any injuflice to 
my countrymen, or for any 
violation of our facred laws 
— I was feized at Jerufalem, 
and came into the hands of 
the Romans, 

18 who, after repeated ¢x- 
aminations of mie, unani- 
moufly judged that 1 oughe 
to be. fet ac iberty;.-as fod 
perpetrated no crime uiat de- 
ferved death. 


ewe 


a Thefe were twins, the fons of Tindarus, and the fuppofed tutelar 


Deities of all feafaring people. 


» This place is mentioned by Horace in his journey to Bruydu/ivn. 





Inde Forum Appi 


Differtum nautis, cauponibus atq; malignis. Morar, Lib. 1. Sat. 5. 


¢ No doubt Fulixs the centurion gave the prefect of the prcctorian 
guards 2 minute account of the voyage, how the apoftle predicicd the 


o 


wreck of the veffel, and the miraculous cures he had performed in Afeditc. 
‘This accounts for the kind treatinent he now experienced at the court o7 


Rome. 
Hh i> but 
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19 Butas the Jews violent- 
ly oppofed this determination 
in my favour, [I was compel- 
led to the neceflity of appeal- 
ing to Ceefar’s tribunal—not 
however from: any bafe ftudi- 
ed defign to afperle and con- 
demn my own country to the 
Emperor. 

20 I have, therefore, cal- 
led you together, freely to 
converte with you on the fub- 
ject that hath occafioned my 
confinement—For I am load- 
ed with this chain for my firm 
belief in that illuftrious Per- 
fon, who fo lone hath been 
the object of Ifrael’s moft fer- 
vent expectation. 

21 Tothis the. Jews replied 
— Wehave had no mention of 
you in any of our letters from 
Judsa—nor have any onc cf 
our countrymen who hath 
come to this city ever report- 
ed any thing criminal you 
had committed or indeed 
cave us any accounts at all of 
you. 





22 We fhould be elad how- | 


ever to have your fentiments 
onthe topic you intimate— 
tho’ we can a Ture you, this 
new fect, that hath lately a 
peared in the world, is cer 
verlally deaed. 


23 FJaving accordingly 
yeaa day, a very confider- 


able number of then met at 

his houle—: o whom he gave 

m~ + aoe Ha oe vt Iago (hy “[- 

mshi bev ak OUNCOF BAS eat he 
4 
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ian difpenfation—exhibiting 
its evidences before them — 
interpreting the various pre- 
diétions of Mofes and the an- 
tient prophets — and by all 
the powers of argument and 
perfuation inforcing the prin- 
ciples and doétrines of Jefus 
—TIle difcourfed to them on 
this fubject from morning ’till 
evening. 

24 Thefe arguments con- 
vinced fome of the truth of 
Chriftianity—but were reje@- 
ed by others. 

25 This their variety of 
fentiments concerning the 
Chriftian fcheme occafioning 
a mutual contention and dif- 
agreement among them, the 
afiembly broke up Paul 
concluding with the following 





expreilions—Very juftly hath 
the holy fpirit, which infpired 
the prophet Tfaiah, charac- 
terized the prefent temper 
and dipofition of the Jewith 
nation in this paflage: 

26 ** Ga to this people and 
lay co them—You fhall hear 
repeated accounts of the mott 
amazing miracles, but they 
hall produce no conviction 
in your minds —you fhall e- 
ven behold frequent difplays 
of fupernatural power, but 
fhall not acknowledge it to 
be divine. 

27 lor the perception of 
this people 1s blunted by pre- 
poficMion, fo that it is impol- 

fible 
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fible to gain admiffion to 
their heart. by the avenues of 
any of their fenfes—for they 
have neither the faculties of 
feeing, hearing, or under- 
ftandine to beftow on any 
{cheme that hath a tendency 
to produce a general refor- 
mation and amendment of life 
among them. 

28 Let me therefore fo- 
lemnly affure you that upon 
your wilful rejection of this 
divine religion, God hath ap- 
pointed it to be propagated 
among the Heathens, who will 
give it a willine and favour- 
able reception. 
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29 After he had proncun- 
ced thefe words, they went 
away warmly engaged in 
mutual debates on this fub- 
aect, 

§—30 Paut lived at Rome 
two whole years in an apart- 
ment he hirec- where he 
gave a friendly reception to 
all who waited upon him, 

31 publickly afferting the 
truth of Chriftianity ex- 
plaining its nature—and en- 
forcing the principles oi its 
oreat author with undaunted 
freedom and unmolefted li- 
berty. 








THe END oF THE First VoLUME. 


ERRATA in Vou. I. 


Page 3. ver. 9. for fay —read—faw 


23. ver. 3. for NO Was —7.— Was nO 
34. ver. 3. for iilultrous — +.— illuftricus 
88. Note, for cwpotoG —r.— cwpnci> 
17. ver, 69. for this father —7.— his father 
188, Note, for orerg seus —r.— oirey eresusy 
201. ver, 13, for is denoted —7.— are denoicd 
217. ver. 6. place reference (*) at Aath 
277.vPr, 24. for woman —r.—women 
289. Note, for cr: znrugeeigar—r— srireavasii 
312. Note, for er2uregea — rem itauTetepe 
372. Note, for Antonius — r.— Antoninus 
382. Note, for recicopenl — rim reso! 
453. ver. 13. for for famenting —r.—or fomenting 
459. ver. 10. for fufferage —r.— fufrace 
463. Nere, for comphatical — r.— emphasica: 


BRK AT A in. Vou. If. 


Proce 1S. ver. 13. for inftrument — read — infiruments 


33. ver. 10. for raptures —7.— rapture 

43. wer, ig. read, exprefies it 

69: Note, for zavipoy — re waveuoy 

go. ver. 4. for ablolved — r.— abiorbed 
b1Q. wer. 3. for Imagined — +.— imagine 
121. Note, for Disrocvou— 1. — Seg ToT. 
423. ver, 21. put and before fupremacy 
129. Note, for KAAnvisToU— ro— bAAMT Es Tov 
kbidem, for SOWPNULT OY — Pom FOUN YT OY 
155. ver. 4. for dehgned — r.— deigned 
160. ver. 10, for church — r.— fcheme. 
187. ver. 24, for riiniflers —r.— minifter 
503. ver, 17. for perfecty — r.— perfectly 
215. ver. ¥. fcr ever —r.— never 

g. ver. 1Q. for your virtue — 7.— virtue 

G. cer. jo. dele comma at the/, 
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PAU es Epiltle to the RoMANSs. 


CHAR. I 
I a. ae dere ar ea 
Jefus Chrift,  @ra- 
5. Cone Cconteamed 


an apofle, ana Ly 2 partien- 
Jar degen ation appointed to 
pre gen the goud tidings of 
Liat reve ation, ) 

2 which God by the an- 
tient prophets formerty 
clared h- rid dis} 
mankind, 

3 This ditpentagon was 
frit ineroduecd: by lise GH 
Jefus Chritt our Lord, Ywho 
with regard tu lus humaaiy 
lineally defcended trom Da- 
vid. 

4 This moft holy and vir- 
tuous perion was mott power- 
fully aicertained and denion- 


% a 


eo ae. . 
Wy od dpad i) 


: we \ 
{traced to be the fon or Gods 


by his refurrection from the 
ec 
5 By him have I ben ora- 

eiguily invetted with tae apo- 
ltolic otice — that 1 night 
propagate the doctrines of his 
religion among all the Hea- 
chenst a J 

6 Of thefe you coniticute 
a part, who have been invited 
into the Chriftian profeffion. 

7 This epiftle 1 fend to all 
the Chriftians in Rome — the 


-—) BE to -£ a4 Reo OF LE oe er Gee ee GE GEE STS Bs a eT eee 


bleffed with the diitinguifhing 
Privleg ses Or sklic colpel Ae 
Teqeare ae acely wifhing you every 
favour and felici ty Irom God 
our funreme parent, and from 
Telus Chritt our Lord. 

$5 teres Of wilder ine 
aflure vou, that | pay n 
VcHE orate eo AOUE 
count, to my God througa 

Cri pe your b- 
Mor Crniianty Gees 
ated Saati the whole 
ld. 

o Veotsltoleuialycall the 
area ¢ sud to witnels, to whofe 
lervice IN preaching the go!pel 
ot lus fon | treely devote all 
my powers, that | am never 
unmindtul ef you in my 
prayers 

19 conitantly imploring the 
Meith, that<it it beseicea bic 
to hie. will, IT may now at laft 
have a prolperous journcy to 
you, | 
11 lor Tam extremely de- 
firous to flee you, that 1 may 
communicate to Vou tome {pt 
ritual and miraculous endow- 
ment, in order that you may 
be immoveably eftabli{hed in 
your Chrittian proteffion : 

ra tacts. thac vou and.) 
may enjoy a reciprocal conto- 
lation by means of our mu- 


Dee eRe 
y icl- 


aic- 
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Ny 
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favoured triends of God —} tual belief of the gofpel. 


NOL. a), 
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132 For, my Chriftian bie- 


thren, 1] would not have you 
be ignorant, that 1 have oiten 


propofed to vifit you, but have f 
fof truc religion, but corupt 


hitherto been always prevent- 
ed —1in order that my mint- 


ftry might have that fuccels } c 
lly acquainted with all the 
jgreat known truths relating 
}to the Deity—becaufe the 
| Deity hath in the clearett 


among you, with which it 
hath been crowned in other 
heathen countries. 

14 For as lam obliged by 
my office, to preach the gofpel 
to the Greek 


unlearned ; 
5 fo am I extremely wil- 
ie aid 


tion. 
16 For J am not afhamed 
of the Chriftian religion —for 


it—-whether tney be Fews— 


—or whethe 
ZDONS. 


17 For by this difpenfation | 
is the abfolute forgivenets of 
God announced to every per- 


fon waco cordially believes it— 


to which the following words | 


of the prophet may be 
applied, “* He, who is 
quitted from a principle of 
ee fhall live.” 

8 For the indienation of 
dis Aimiohty is now revealed 


fitly 


ifrom heaven ae paint 
horrid impieties rand atrocious 
fimimoralities of 


and to the Bar- | 
barians, to the learned and to § 


;ing and perfections, 
defirous to impart } 
to you in Rome the ‘oytul | 
truths of the Chriftian revela- 


penitence of the Deity, 
to whom it was fr/? publifhed 


r they be Hea-' 


ac- | 





‘yr 
Epifle 
4 
all th 


men — whe 
retain indeed the princi iples 


a 


Pat with the vileft enormities. 


19 For thefe are accurate- 


ylanner exhibited them be- 
fore their eyes : 

20 For his eternal omm 
potence and divinity, zs be. 
tho’ in 
acceMible to mortal view, have 
ever fince the foundation of 
the world been moft illuftri- 
oufly difplayed and manifeft- 


fed by the frame and ftruc- 
; ture of the untverte — fo that 
it is a glorious effort of the § 
Deity, to promote the ever- | 
lafting happinets of every one | 
indiferiminateiy whoembraces | 


their conduct ts abfolutely in- 
excutable. 

21 Becaufe when they had 
the cleareit perception of the 

they 
di: not pay him that venera- 
tion and gratitude which his 
cnaracter demands—but they 
formed the moft trivelous and 
abiurd Re AIOMU» and bewil- 
dered their undif cerning infa- 
tuated minds in tne mitt maid 
darknels. 

22 Notwithftanding their 
arrorant pretenfions to fupe- 
rior ~wifdom and erudition, 
they were guilty of the mot 
eerecious ignorance and folly. 

23 For they debafled the 

glory 


Chap. I. 


glory of the incorrupuble j theic 
Gop, by exhibiting him inj and reaping 


to. the RC3tANS: 


detent: ible enormities, 
n their own per- 


pe 


the fimilitude and feure or af fons tho fe efiects, which : mult 
frail mortal, and reprefenting | neceflarily entue from the! 
him in the form of bird s, of} wilful corruption of cate 


quatrupeds, of reptile 

24 Fer which ae ed 
impieties God cate call 
them up to follow the lead 
of their depraved and fentual 
appetites—fo that they miu- 
tually difhonoured and pol- 
luted their bodies with the 
moft abominable and unna- 
tural lufts. 

25 They converted the truth 
of Ranta religion into the 
moft erroneous tallehood— 
and they venerated and wor- 
fhipped the creature inttead 
of the great Creater, who is 
the fole 5 proper object of reli- 
gious adoration through all 
the revolving aces of see nity | 
Amen. 

26 For this flagrant im- 
piety God permicted them 
to indulge the moft infamous 
and diffionourable paffions— 
for women, banifhing their 
native miodelty, abandoned 
themfelves to the mort unna- 
tural impurities. 

27 Men allo, in the fame 
manner, relingut fhing the o- 
ther fex, were fcore ned with 
the flames of the moft libidi- 
nous concupifcence for each 
other—enflaved to a molt 
fhameful courfe of mutual fo- 
domitical practices —purfuing 


rehion, 

28 For fince they « 
choofe to acknow neaee and 
magnify the Deity, the Deity 
permitted them to forfeit ai] 
moral difcernment, and fur- 
rencered them up to the prac- 
tice of the moft he:nous and 
criminal irregularities. 

29 They were funk in inju- 
fice, debauche cry; Immora- 
ney: avarice, malighicy— they 
Were Bekele” with the 

ices of envy, murder, animo- 
fity, deceit, malevolence. 

30 They were habituated 
to Ae ymation, to calumny, 
to horrid impiety, to infolence, 
fOr Diice 10 arrogance—inge- 
nious contrivers of wicked- 
nets, divelted of all filial 
pict, 

31 deftitute of all moral 
intelligence, violators of the 
ftrongeft cngagements, devoid 
of all ceil affection, imn- 
fringers ot the moft folemn 
covenants, itrangers to com- 
pafiion and rence: nels. 

32 Who though they are 
periectly acquat inted with the 
rule arch the law of God 
prefcribes, That thoie, who 
are cuilty of fuch flagrant im- 
moralities as thefe, are worthy 
of death ; yet do not only 

| aa perpetraie 


Cie HOt 


4 Paus Epiile Chia iis 
perpetrate these crimes them- mulating for thvfelf a tund 
felves, but alfo applaud ethers t ot mifery and wretch ednels, 
who perpetrate them. vhich willeverwhelm thee in 
. that awful day of retribution, 
CHTAR. I when the quit fentence of the 
= wae fapreme Jude will be pro- 
-ELY condu& there- ¢ nounced : 
fore, O man, who} © who wal enet fEGuie 
centurer others for their sm- I. every individual of the human 
moralities, admitteth of na | race according to Is ae: 
apoleey—for in the atenct tive conduct: 
thou patter upon others thou i tugs thoig, who have 
condemnett thyle if—for thou} 


i! cat HY pailovcie ee the ea 
thyfelt committeft the VCTY 


form Pane tice of univerial vir- 
crimes againg which thou in- LUC, and have fludied ta ac- 
quire the glory : ind biefied- 
2 ae are perfuaded that nels of an happy immortality. 


the decifions ot the ASI Gy i will then befltow eternal 


be fhe i 


asaintt thoie, who are guilty f iclicity. 
of fuch flagitious exceffes 3s S But upon thofe, pie 


thefe, are founded in ae Ge 
fencial nature and truth of 
things. 

s Dofi thouthen imagine, O 
thou who te. erely reproacheit 
others for thefe atrocious vices, 
and yet indul oft the very 
fame thy vcHE, that thou Dealt 
cfcape the judgment of the 


have pervericly oppoied, an d 
obitinately reyeéted the tru 

atic abandoned. thenvelves to 
the pr raétice of immorall ity, ae 


« 
1 


will inflict the moit dire and 
dreadtul | punihments, 

g Every incividual then of 
human hand, ners COE 


. 


o 
D 
h 


PON EW Ov atie Ver. tr tne 


Almighty = prastir of ened whie- 
4 Or doit thou treat the] a cw oor Greek,  fhall 

iminente exuberance a thegebe Bee to miuery ana 

divine benignity, forbearance wretchednels extreme, 

and patience, wiih cont a; t— 2 


not refc Sine that the ae ite 
benignity ot God 1s defionc ze | 
co induce thee to ae 


. 
i 
tur 
8 
aor 
and reformaticn of Vf 
nC 
| 


fae. ee iiail tHe be 
rend to have lived a life of 
vesetner jcsor Tfea- 

e7, hall be rccompented 
th immortal honour and 
happineis inchable. 
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6 Paur's Epifile Chap. i. 

vourfely | Are you, who in- gthe rules of their condué, 

veigh againit theft, guilty of fcondemn you, who, though 

fraud and difhone: ty your- Hinici: ated and inftruéted in this 

felt ! Pivcinc revelation, live in open 
22 Are you, who declaim | violation of i an 


acaint debauc chery, a debau- 


oe 
chee yourtelf ! Do you, who 
abominate images, commit ¢p 


jaericce 

23 You who glory 
law or Motes, do 
nour God by viclati: 
junctions | 


in the 


r 1t$ In- 


4b or by reafon of veur | 
Equilres, 
Gi. aed 
ainong the § 
lfeathen nations, as the pro-] 
; and is defirous, not to fecure 
athe applaufe of man, but 
J approbation of God 
nal advantage, if you a& up | 
to them—but if your life is af 


notorious vices, aa relicion 
1s become the ject 
humny and fatyr j 


phet declares. 
25 For the privileges of 
the Jewith relimion are a ‘fio. 


contradiction to your profef- 


ficn, you for ever forteit its F 


your fu 
ve ih Hea- 


DeTemrs.. “aia 
finks to a level 
Leni ly 

26 ne on 


3 


the -contary. 


~ os 


fhou'd an 
bok jes which the 

iy preferibes, fhall 
net ae exte elas advantages 
of tie Gtuation be confidered 
in the fame 
Lad 
will not the vir- 
who make 


oo dnd 


ruinous Lleethers, 

ne n ae ee ‘ 
tule moral precepts, which 
Ve ee ae oat 
tbe law of Richio inculeates, 


tae 
GaUi Me | 


Fleathen perform | 
law | 





28 For he is not a Jew, 
who only makes an exterial 
rofefion of Judaifm—nor ts 


‘that true circumcifion, which 
jis merely exterior: 


difho- | 


2g But in the divine efti- 


F mation he only is a Jew, who 
bis zuéernally holy and virtuous 


—and that cirewimcifion he re- 
is a figurative not a 
literal inftitution——which con- 
filts in retrenching the irre- 
cular affections ot the heart, 


the 
Oe se ee 


1 YR YHAT fuperior ad. 


vantages then, you 


wil! fay, doth the few poi- 
fels, 0 r what is the utility of 


circumcifion ? 
x Ene Fao, | teply. 1S 
Dlefied with many Hen ae ac 


vaniages — for, in he firit 


| place, this nation was favour- 
manner as if he bed with a divine revelation. 
been born in ali the pri- { 


° r ct ; ay . . ‘ 
vileses of the Foor) rehgion?4 


3 But whatif fome of them 
rejected its evidences, doth 
their infidelity fuperiede the 


divine fidelity ? 


A bar from.at!.. let ce 
veracity of all mankind be 
arraigned, 


Chap. ul. 
arraigned, rather than that the 
divine veracity fhould be im- 


peached — azreealsly to the | 
pexcell the Heathens in point 


following affertions of the 


prop hets, *¢ In all thy decla- f 
i — For I have fhowed above, 
ithat both Jews and Gentiles 


rations thy juftice and equity 
will be evinced, and when 


thou art examined and ex- | 
plored, the decifion will be 


in thy favour.” 


5 But you will fay, If the} 
, their writers— 
ivirtuous perfon among them, 


wickednels of us Jews recom- 
mends us to the divine clie- 


mency and forgivenefs—what | 
i dual: 


fhall I reply to this—muft I 


affert that the Deity is unjuft 
i hee : eee 
fligent perfon among them, 


in his infiictions of pun 


ment? (I argue upcn fe 
common principles of human | 


l from the path of duty, they 


reafon) 


6 Far be it from me tof 
and 
fub- | cne who poffeffeth the leaft 
Pipark of real goodnefs, not 
\{o much as one fingle per- 


impeach the divine juttice!— 
for if this attribute be 
verted, how is the Deity qua- 
ified to judge the world ? 


7 For it, for example, my | 
flagrant falfehood ferves to} 


oe, 


‘iWuftrate the divine veracity, f 
| their tongues are replete with 


and to augment his glory, 
why fhould a 
duétive of fuch 
cenfured in me as criminal ? 
8 No! far from it! 
an injurious calumny that 
jome perfons, who affert that | 
i advance the following ma- 
xim—‘* Let us practife vice, 
that happinels may refult 
fy om it.’—"TPhofe 


vice pro- § 
an end, be} 


lt 1S : 
(of m ae diction and virulence z 
hath been fixed upon me by § 





‘ 


fo thee ROMANS, "7 


the objects of deferved pu- 


; nifhment. 


g What then—Do we Fews 


of morals ? ~ By no means! 


are all equally funk in wick- 
ednefs. 

ro Ihe vices. of the: jews 
are thus diftindtly fpecifed by 
‘There is no 


not even one fingle indivi- 
11 There 13 nat one intel- 


not one pious votary of God : 

12 hey have all deviated 
are univerfally abandoned 
worthlefs, there is not 


fon : 
13 Their voracious throat 
is an infatiable fepulchre, 


fraud and falfehood, and the 
venom of alps rankies under 
a lips : 

: Their mouths are full 


i5 They are extremely 
prompt and alers to embrue 
their hands in innocent blood. 
16 tt is their fole fludy 
and delion to ipread de: rata. 


P 
who avow f tion and wretchednels around 


this pernicious principle are ; them: 


Fa ae Ee aye 
BAe ads 4, Sy 


8 


1 Theyare pertect ftran- 
cers. to concord and peace: 

18 And there is not the 
Jeaft awe of God upon their 
ue 





Now we know that all 
A particulars, which oc- 
cur in the “ew/o books, are 
deicriptive the character 
of thofe who acknowledged 
their eS ame: that eve- 
ry mouth is Lopped, ‘and the 
whole world is become de- 


coke 
OF 


Q 


Paut’s Epijile 


Chap. 1. 
23 Becaufe all, without 

exception, have violated their 

duty, and been defective in 
eir obedience to God. 

24 But they are now, gra 
tuitoufly acquitted from all 
their former crimes, by tne 
diftinguifhed favour and 
oodnels of the Deity, pub- 
hed to the world by that 
new dirpenfation which Chrift 


a 


efus reais nr oduced :3 
Jewels, “by niedns. oF 


oo 


lervedly obnoxious to the di- } the effufion of his b! ood, the 
vine punifa ment. Deity hath appointed to be a 
20 Eecaule by the cere- { merc cy- -{eat, to announce from 


monial obfervances of the 
mofaic law no perion can be 
acquitted from his former 
crimes at the divine tribunal 
—for the law ot Moles is fo § 
far from remitting fn, that 
it places its malhenity and 
turpitude in the ftrongett 
light, : 

21 But now, in the pre- 
fent age, without any relation 
to the law, 
remiffion, attefted by the 
and the prophets, been 
vealed and pubhfhed te 


law 
re- 


om 
t 
4 


‘y 
The divine remistion 
of all pi AES th Hox 1h 
receplion Of the ¢ n re- 
licioa, freciy a lies ded ro atl, 

| CCR aloe St, TRE 


Wil 
FI Sh ot Ren : 
Cittinittan ly. s 


a 
ad 


< 
“Jt 
LL 


“hire hig 


Our p mntea 


é 
| 
Ee 


hath the divine § 


tothe Soi’. his molt mer- 
a abolition of all their patt 
Iniquities : > 

26 to dilplay to the prefent 
ace the infinite clemency and 
foreivenefs of the Deity, and 
tO ait cover his tranfeenden: 
eoodnefs in matt gractoutly 
remitting the crimes of ev ery 
one who cord liaily embraces 
the rclicion of Jetus,) 

OF W here then 1s glorvy- 
ing. ae is for ever excluded 
—By what law? — By the 
molaic F—-Ne!— [tis by the 


 Chriflian inititution. 


o8 We conclude thereiore, 
that a perfon is acquitted tram 


fhis patt quilt by an adop- 
tion of Chrittianity » Iagiee 
pendently oF the ceremonial 
law. 

29 Is 
copies is not in iu uierasd tea NIC. 


Chap. iv. 

29 Is the Almichty the 
God-of the Fews only? is he 
not the parent of the Heathens 
alfo >—undoubtedly the com- 
mon parent of the Heathens 
too. 

30 Seeing it is the fame 
Being who equally dilpenfeth 
forgivenefs both to the cir- 
eumcifed and to the uneir- 
cumeiied, through thei ve- 
lef of Chrittianicy. 


fo the ROMANS. 


34, But you wili fay—Doth ! 


Chriftianity, in my eftimation, | 
totally annul and = fuperfede } 
the law ?-——-By no means !— | 
Chriftianity recommends and 
corroborates the law. 


Clee... LV, 


HAT privileges 

then fhall we fas 
were poffefied by Abraham! 
our uluftrious anceftor ? 

2 Forirt Apranany was acz 
quitted folely in confequence } 
of his prior obedience, he 
hath caufe for exultation, 
tno’ not before the Supreme. 

3 But what doth the ferip- 
ture affert? — “ Abraham 
had the fulleft conviction of 
the being of the fupreme God, 
and in confequence of this 
belief all his paft euilt, by an 
act of the divine goodneis, 
was totally expunged.” 

4 Now the wages of a la- 
bourer are eltecmed his jut 


| 


| 


Q 
due, are never confidered as 
a gratuity. 

5 But to him who hath no 
prior good works to difplay, 
but is at the fame time fully 
convinced of the truth and 
veracity of that Being who 
abfolveth the impious, this 
his conviction is gracioufly et- 
teemed as a foundation for 
his abfolution. 

6 Agreeably to this, David 
in the following pafiage cele- 
brates the felicity of that 
 perfon, whom God, by a dii- 
tinguifhed act of his favour, 
abiolveth from his former 
guilt, without any regard paid 
to his former actions : 

7 “ Elappy are they whofe 
fits are pardoned, whole 
crimes are expunced ! 

8 Thrice happy the man, 
to <n the Almighty will 
}not impute his guilt!” 

Now ts this felicity here 
mentioned, folely confined to 
che? ce é— or doth it com- 
Vpreliend the Heathens ?-- for 
we affert, that Abraham’s be- 
lief in the Supreme was era- 
cioufly confdered as “the 
fcundation of his remiffion. 

10 But in what manner 
did he receive this fignal fa- 
vour ?—-when he was circum- 
ciied, or when he was un- 
cir reomedlede — ina ftate or 
uncircumeifion, 

if’ For he 
rite of circumcilion 


received the 
as. the 
oes 
Paes ey 


tG 


feat and fanction of this re- 
mifion, which was now con- 
ferred upon him in confe- 
quence of that faith he had 
exercifed in God during his 
uncircumcifion—in order that 
he might be the father of all 
who believe in an uncircum- 
cifed ftate, that their fincere 
behef might, in like manner, 
be confidered as the founda- 
tion of their abfolution : 

12 and the father of cir- 
cumcifion, not merely to his 
circumcifed defcendants, but 
to all, without diftinétion, who 
copy that faith our great an- 
ceftor difplayed ann ring his 
ftate of uncircumcifion. 

13 For that fignal promife 
that was given him, ‘hat he 
fhould be the Hluitrious heir 
of the world, was not derived 
to him or to his defcendants 
through the channel of the 
law, but through that belief 
in the Supreme which was 
the ercund of his remiffion. 

14 l‘or if thofe who adopt- 
ed the mofaic law, are the on- 
ly legitimate heirs of th 
promife, then is the pr: ails 
of belief vain and ran thefs, 
and the promile fuperfeded 
and annulled: 

15 becaufe the law menaces 
punifhment to its violator ; 
for take away law, and you 
take away tranfercfiion. 

16 This bleffing therefore 
was annexed to beliet, that 


RFF. 
QLo 


PAUL'S 


Epiftle Chap. IV. 
it might be entirely gratul- 
tous—in order that this mag- 
nificent promife might remain 
unmoveably ftable and firm to 
all his deicendants—not mere- 
ly to thofe who are profeflors 
of the Jewifh law, but to all 
who imitate the virtuous be- 
lief of Abraham-—who is in 
this refpect the common fa- 
ther of us all indifcriminately. 

17 Agreeably to this it is 

exprefly laid, “I have confti- 
tuted thee the creat progeni- 
tor of numerous nations’?— 
This diftinguifhed — blefting 
was conferred upon him in 
coniequence of his firm belief 
in that pene who reftores 
the dead to life, and {peaks 
of things aa as actually 
exifting. 

18 This illuftrious perfon- 
age, contrary to every rational! 
hope, cherifhed the firmett 
behef and hope that he fhould 
be the father of many nations, 
according to the divine pro- 
mife, which affured him, His 
progeny thould be as nume- 
rous as the ftars of heaven. 

19 His confidence in this 
divine aflurance was fo {trone- 
and vigorous, that he never 
once reflected on the debi- 
lity of his very advanced age, 
being now about an hundred. 
or on the natural :mpoffibility 
of Sarah ever being a mother. 

a0 But--the a ance hete= 
pofed in this divine promufe 

Was 


Chap. v. io tbe 


was fo entire, that he did not 
hefitate a moment about the 
reality of its accomplifhment 
_- He had the meft undoubted 
perfuafion of it, and gave 
glory to God. 

21 He had the fulleft con- 
viction in his own mind, that 
the Being, who had given 
this promife, was able to per- 
form it. 

22 In confequence there- 
fore of this his fincere belief 
in the Supreme, he was, by 
an act of the divine favour, 


acquitted from ali his prior | 
| we encounter—perfuaded that 
| diftrefs produceth conftancy : 


guilt. 

23 But the account of his 
being thus gracioufly 
quitted, was net recorded 
merely for bis fake: 


24 but principally for our | 
rc 
future | 
time to have this fienal fa- | 
your conferred uvon us—for | 
liev }fufed in our bofoms bv the 


who were 10 


fakes, 


our fakes, who believe in that 


almighty Being, who ratied | 
from the tomb our LordJefus: { 
25 that divine perfon who | 


was jurrendered up to death, 
ro reicue us from our ViCés ; 


and was reftored to life, in| 
order to grant us the total ab- § 


folution of our former crimes. J immoral race. 


CrrAd. Vv; 


r at 
,/ fore, ° having been 


acquitted from all our prior 
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suilt, in confequence of cur 
fincere belief of Chriftianity, 
are now in a ftate of peace 
and friendfhip with the Deity, 
by means of our Lord Jefus 
Chriit: 

2 Through whom we have 
been admitted, by our cordia! 
reception of his gofpel, into 
this gracious difpenfation, with 
which we are now bleffed, and 
exult in the glorious profpec 
of a bleffed immortality. 

3 And what is more than 
this, we even exult and glory 
in the miferies and diftrefies 


4 and conftancy produceth 
felf-approbation, and felf-ap- 


| probation hope. 


5 And this animating hope 
will not refult in fhametul 
difappointment, for the love 
of God to us hata been dif- 


holy Spirit, which hath been 
imparted to us. 

6 For when we Gentiles 
were totally unable to extri- 


icate ourfelves—in this 1m- 


portant crifis, Jefus died for 
the benefit of an impious and 


7 Vor {earcety could any 
perfon be found, who would 
facrifice his Jife for a juft per- 


E heathens there- jfon—-though perhaps fome 


perfon might generoufiy de- 
vote his life a vwittim, to 


lave 


¢ The participle isin the frit asrz?, 
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lave a benevolent man from | Chrift—by whofe means we 


destin. heathens have received this 
§ But the Deity exhibiteth | glorious revolution. 
a moft amazing and endearing 12 In refpect to this, as 


expreffion of his affection for ¢ by one man fin was firft in- 
us, that when we were pro- § troduced into the world, and 
fligate and abandoned finners, { death was ufhered in by fin, 
Chirift voluntarily fubrnitted and, in this manner, death 


to death to fave us from de- f univerfally invaded the whole 


ftruction. human race, in conlequence 
9g How much more, there- fof their univerfal euilt. 
fore, fince we have in the 13 For betore the period 


prefent ftate been acquitted | of the moizic inftitution, vice 
trom our vices, by means of | had an exiftence in the world 
the effufion of his blood, fhall ; —though it did © not expofe 
we in a future {tate be refcued | men to iuch rigorous punifh- 
through him from everlafting { ments before the publication 
perdition ! of that law. 

10 For if, when we Gen- | 14 But death exercifed its 
tiles were enemies to God, {dread dominion through all 
we were introduced into this : that long ipace which inter- 
happy change of flate, by fvened betwixt Adam and 
means of the death of his own ane thofe, who had 
fon —how much more, having § not violated a pofitive law, as 
been eracioully favoured with ¢ Adam, the forerunner of the 
this happy revolution, fhall we # Mefiah, lad done. 


not obtain everlafting falva- 15 But the difadvantages 
tion by means of that immor- J incurred by the lapfe of the 
al life he now enjoys! firff, won't admit the leat 


tr And not only this, but | comparifon with the free do- 
we exult and glory in the {nation of bicMings conferred 
Deity, on account of the in- Pt by the fecom?, Adam—tfor 1: 
terpofition of our Lord Jefus * through the diobedience of 
one 


* Sce fome excellent refeGions on the power of goodnefs, in Platarci’s 
life of Cato jun. p. 1432. Edit. Gr. Stephan. It was a principle even of 
Lpreurus, vmep giacv awete TehingeoSa. Diog. Laert. p. 65 4. Edit. Meibo- 
mit, vol. i. Amiel. 1692. See a memorable example of furrenderng hfe 
to fave a benefa€tor or beloved friend, in Déox. Halicar. vol. 1. p. 4509. 
Edit. Fud/en, and in the 4hefies of Euripides. 

€ Faapars is the reading of the 4éx. MS. Sce AMM and Wet/ein. 
Eveaperee OF Eaacpeirz, Im ether manulcripts, 


é 
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Chap. v. 
one perfon, the human race 
was fubjeéted to mortality ; | 
infinitely more hath the di- 
vine benignity, and thar hi- 
beral grant of golpel privi- 
lees, “beftowed through the 
benevolence of one ate 
fus Chrift, fuperabounded to 
mankind. 

16 Neither in this reipect 
are the effects of Adam’s guilt 
to be placed i in oppolition wit! 
the gracious benefits derived 
from the goipel- cu Benoe 
—For Adam’s /megle offence, 
by the judicial jentence of 
God, terminated in the coz- 
dcmnation of tne whole human 
{pecies to mortanty — but the 
orac ious privileges of the gof- 
pel, t King their origin fre om 
the wumerous vices of the 
world, have refulted in a total 
abfelution of them. 

17 For if, through the 
fingle lapfe of one perion, the 
univerfal empire of death was 
immediately erected — infi- 
nitely more fhall they, who 
are blefled with this exube- 
rance of divine goodnefs, and 
with the free and generous 
remiffion of all their vices, 
reien in endlefs immortality 
through one divine perfonage, 
Jefus Chrift. 

18 As therefore, 
fequence of one fole att of 
difobedience, all the human 
race was fentenced to morta- 
lity—fo in conlequence of one 
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13 
foie conftitution, are all the 
human race judicially ad- 
judged to immortality. 

19 kor as on the account 
of the diiebedience of one 
finole perfon, all mankind 
were treated as finners—fo, 
on account of the obedience 
or one fingle perfon, 
all mankind be treated 
they were perfectly free 
oullt. 

20 But the law of Mofes 
was introduced among but 
an eeu portion of 
mankind ; that the viola- 
tions of ee ee law were 
multiphed without end—but 
where vice abounded, the im- 
menfe exuberance of the di- 
vine benignity hath: infinitely 
more pounce : 

21 in order, that as the 
empire of fin was erected, and 
{cattered mortality among the 
human race; fo in like m 
ner might the divine favour 
moft triumphantly reign unto 
eternal life, by means of thofe 
privileges which were dif- 
pented by Jena Chrilt our 
ors: ~ 


as if 
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HAT fhall we reply 

to this ?—fhall we 
fay, we will perfift in our vices, 
in order that we may render 
the divine benignity the more 
illuitrious 


I 


i 4 
illuftrious in the forgivenets 
of them? 

2 Nothing can bea greater 
perverfion of 1t—For how 
thall we, who have died to 
vice, revive it again in our 
future practice. 

3 Don’t you know that all 
of us, who were baptiled into 
the profeffion of Cart Jeius, pv 
were baptifed into the? be- 
hef of his death ? 

4. When we were therefore 
wate din baptiim into the 
behef of his death, we were 
then figuratively ured with 
him—to reprefent to us, that 
as Chrift emerged fon the 
itate of death to immortality, 
by the glorious energy of the 
iupreme Father, fo ought we 
for the future to enter. upon 
a new lite. 

5 For tf we have been 
intimately united to him by 
baptill m, the figurative repre- 
fentation of hig death, we 
fhail alfo be conneéted with 
him, ina moral refemblance 
to him in his & refurreétion. 

6 Contcious of this, that 
our former abandoned hea- 
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diffolved and annihilated the 
whole fyftem of vice, to 
exempt us for the future from 
its fervitude. 

7 For he who is thus dead 
to vice, is forever emanci- 
pated from its flavery. 

8 Now if we morally died 
with Chrift from our former 

vicious purfuits, we believe 
we fhall fhare a blefled imimor- 
tality with him. 

Q-Peruaded that ‘Chrih 
being railed from the tomb, 
vill never tcel the ftroke of 
death any more—the tyrant 
death hath for ever loft his 
dominion ever him. 

10 For he who fubmitted 
to death was entirely morti- 
fred to all fin-——and the life he 
now enjoys is folely devoted 
to God. 

11 In the fame manner do 
you regard yourfelves as dead 
to vice, but a/ive to God thro’ 
the difpenfation of Chrift Je- 
jus our JLord. 

12 Suller not vice, there- 
fore, to erect its empire in 
oe mortal bodies, to make 

abject flaves ‘6 its dc: 


therufh life expired with him paved aficétions and habits. 


on the crofs—io that he hath 





f This is the meaning of as 
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13 Neither do you furrender 
up 
Lhe 


gurey slam lis. Sit EY « 


death of Chrift 35 the crand fundamental article in the gotpel-icheme, on 
which the Deity’s gran t of privileges, and the Chriftian’s title to inmorte- 


tity, are founded. Into the belief or the death of Chrilt were 


all the convert; 


bapnifed, Bep: fifm is a trong and ftriking reprefentation of this capital wuth, 


ne death of fetus: 
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up your powers to be the in- 
itrument of profligate and vi- 


cious excefles —— but do you | 
jto liberty from the vaitalace 
as thofe who have been mo- | 


confecrate yourfelves to God, 


rally railed to new life from 


the dead, and employ your ] 
faculties in the virtuous fer- | 
| underftandings)—As you for- 


vice of God. 


14 For vice fhall not exer- | 
$s powers to the fervitude of the 


cife its tyranny over you, for 


you are not under the rigour § 
fcioned excefles—fo do you 
a difpenfation of benignity | 
pthe cultivation of univerfa) 

1s What then, fhall wef 
continue in our vices, becaufe § 
we are not under the feverity § 
of the law, but under the | 
eracious difpenfations of the | 


of the mofaic law, but under 


and favour. 


gofpel ?—by no means! 
16 Don’t you know, that 


ever habits you voluntarily 
furrender yourfelves, you are 


entirely under their unlimited | 


fway and controul ?-—whether 
it be the dominion of vice, 
which terminates in deftruc- 
tion: or the fervice of virtue, 
which iffues in falvation. 


17 Bleffed be God, though 


you were once the flaves of 
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you were thrown}, 
18 Vindicated therefore in- 


of vice, you are now entered 
into the fervice of virtue. 

1g (1 fpeak in this meta- 
phorical manner to affift your 


merly furrendered up your 
vileit enormities, and aban- 
now devote your faculties to 


fanctity and holinefs. 

20 For when you were the 
abject vaffals of vice, you 
were totally loft to all virtue 
and coodnels. 


o 
21 What advanvages did 


jyou then reap in thofe pur- 
to the dominion ot » what-§ 


fuits, of which you now ap- 


}pear afhamed—the end of 


fuch purfuits is eternal death. 

22 But now, having been 
manumifed from the flavery 
of vice, and commenced the 
fervants of God, you produce 
the fruits of holinefs—a courte 
of life that will finally iffue in 
a biefled immortality. 

23 For the wages whice 


vice, yet you have taken the f vice payeth its votaries is de- 
full impreffions of that mould ! ftruction — but the elorious 


COonation 


h Qs to what, to whatever purfuit, Labit. 


: ; | 
1 Eis ov aupedcure Tumor. 


An elegant metaphor taken from the art of 


ia 


coining money, which is thrown into a ave or mould, and receives the éz7pre/- 


fron. 
P- 35> 39, 37. 


See Tayler, in foc. and the learned Dr. Evavards on frref, ible Grace, 


x0 
donation of God is everlatting 


lite, through the difpenfation 
of Jetus Chritt our Lord. 
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-ON’T you know, my 
Chriftian brethren, (1 
am ipeaking to thofe who 
are acquainted with the Jaw 
of Motes,) that this inttitutien 
maintains a fupreme autho- 
rity over a man throughout 
the whole period of his exi- 
{tence ! 

2 For the married woman 
is by the law indiffolubly uni- 
ted to her hufoand during 
his life--but at his deceafe, 
the legal. bond, which con- 
neéted ker to him, is dif- 
felved. 

2 Should fhe therefore vio- 


ae the nuptial bed, by co- 
habiting with another “man 
re uring ae hufband’s lite, fhe 


is Genominated an adulteress 
~——but at the death of her 
hufband the bondis canceiled, 
and fhe may unite herielf to 
ancther, without incurring 
that appellation. 

In the fame manner are 
you, my Chriltian breturen, 
now becuime dead to tlie mo- 
faic \ our ay with 


it belt 1 a fy CCE by Chri 
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in order that you fhould wzite 
yourlclves to a#other, even to 
hink who was rated from the 
dead, that we might bring 
forth the fruits of holinets to 
God. 

« ber when we were un- 
der the molaic conftitution, 
the depraved and vicious af- 
fections, by means of that 
difpeniation, exerted  them- 
{elves with the greateft ener- 
gy insall-our powers, to me 
cite us to bring forth fruit to 
eternal death * 

6 But now, our union with 
the law is entirely annulled— 
the tyrant is dead, who once 
detained us in his fetters—fo 
that we are the fervants of 
the wecw, not the flaves or the 
oid, ditpenfauon. 

7 What fhall we fay then, 
fhall we affere that the law 
hath an immoral tendency ? 

monfttrous affertion !— tor 
1] had not known the in- 
trinfic turpitude of vice, had 
it not been for the law — I 
fhould noz, otherwile, have 
known that libidinous defires 
were criminal, if the law had 
not exprelsiy prohibited them. 

8 But vice, having gained 
a firm footing by means of 
this exprcis prohibition, kin- 
dled in mie the fame of every 
irregulaw® pafhon — lor take 

away 
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away the law, and vice is de- 
funct. 

g Once, before I knew the 
law, Texulted in the vigour 
of moral life — but when I 
was informed of a folemn ex- 
ne command, vice imme- 

ely awaked into new life, 

ro and I expired — and 
that precept, which was cal- 
culated to procure life, was 
found to doom me to death. 

11 For vice, having {e- 
cured to itfelfa fit place for 
its Operations by means of 


this injunction, drew me into | 


a fatal {nare, and flew me. 

12 So that the law, ab- 
ftractedly confidered, is an 
holy inftitution, and its mo- 
rality is pure, juft, and good. 

13 Was that then, which 
has fuch excellence, the caufe 
of death to me? — far from 
it—It was fin, which inflicted 


the fatal wound — in order | 


that fin, which fubjected me 


to death by means of that | 
which 1s inherently excellent | 


and good, might be repre- 
fented in its true features, 
and, by means of this com- 
mand, diftcover its moft ex- 
ceffively abominable malig- 
nity and deteftable turpitude. 
14 We know tndeed that 
the law of Mofes is a moral 
inflitution — but I am under 
WOE. Ul. 


ROMANS. 





17 
the abfolute controul of my 
fenfual appetites, the abject 
vaffal and flave of vice. 

15 For my mind doth not 
m™ approve the crimes I per- 
petrate— what my judgement 
dictates I do not periorm — 
but the actions I inwardly 
deteft I comply with. 

16 But it I perform the 
very action again{t which mv 
nind flrongly remonftrates, 
I give my inward fuffrace to 
the effential excellence of the 
law 

17 Now my mind is no 
poco ees in this guilt — it 
is aciely the ellect ot vice; 

which hath fixed her refidence 
‘4 me. 

18 For Iam confcious thar 
in myfelf, I mean, in my fen- 
fual affections, there dwells 
no moral coodnefs—for the 
defire of doing what ts vir- 
tuous continually attends me, 
but this defire my depraved 
habits render me morally in- 
capable of carrying Into exe- 
cution, 

19 For J difcharge nor 
thoje virtuous offices my mind 
approves, but the wicked- 
neis, at which my mind flarts 
with horror, I perpetrate. 

20 Now if i am impelled 
into that guilt againit which 
my mind at the fame time — 

C gene- 


Mm ——— video meliora proboque 
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generoully reluctates, it fol- 
jows, that it is not my heart 
that incurs this guilt, the tole 
parent of itis vice, that hath 
erected her empire over me. 

21 I tind therefore that 
when my mental powers 
ftronely tend to what is vir- 
tuous, my ientual appetites 
immediately counteract this 
tendency. 

292 kor all my intellectual 
faculties applaud the tublime 
excellence of the divine law. 

23 But I fee another law 
engaging with fuperior force 
againi it this law of my mind, 
and in triumph drageinge me 
captive to vice, who fits en- 
throned in my fenfual affec- 
tions, 

24 Miterable wretch that 
tam! Who will extricate 
me from the tyranny of this 
death !—- 

25 The " gracious benig- 
nity of God will extricate me, 
which he hath difpenfed by 
Jefus Chrift our Lord—for it 
demonstrably appears that I, 
the very iame perfon, who 
with my rational powers ap- 
prove the law of God, am, at 
the fame time, with my fen- 

lual appetites, cnilaved to 
vice. 

Cuap. vii. 1. Confe- 
quently therefore there is 
now no fentence of condem- 
nation againtt thofe, who em- 
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brace the gofpel of Chrift 
Jelus, and resulate their con- 
duct according to the dic- 
tates, not of the fenfual, burt 
of the rational, principle. 

2 For the {piritual {cheme 
of Chriftianity, which dif 
penfes life, hath vindicated 
me into liberty from my fer- 
vitude to the mofaic con- 
{titution of fin and death. 

3 Vhis fignal bleffing, as 
the mofaic difpenfation was 
totally incapable of confer- 
ring by means of the weak- 
nefs of its carnal obfervances, 
the Deity, by delegating his 
fon vefted in an human torm 
to refcue mankind from the 
dominion of vice, hath en- 
tirely crufhed the empire fin 
had erected in our mortal 
bodies : 

4 In order that the moral 
obligations preicribed in the 
law might be fulfilled by us, 
who follow the culdance, not 
of our fenfual ” propenfities, 
but of our rational tfacul- 
ties. 

5 Forthey,whoare under the 
controul of their fenfual ap- 
petites, make fenfual pleafure 
their fole purfuit—but they. 
who are under the direction 
of their intellectual powers, 
make intellectual objeéts their 
ftudy and happinefs. 

6 For the purfuit of fen- 
fual pleafure terminates in 
eternal 


the true reading. 
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eternal death —~ but the pur-{ of that truly godlike temper 


fuit of thofe objects, which 
reafon prefcribes, iffnes in 
everlafting life and felicity. 

7 Becaufe a fenfual difpo- 
fition is rebellion againft God 
—-for itis not in fubjection 
io the law of God: It is ab- 
folutely impoffible it fhould., 

8 It is impoffible therefore 
that thofe who are abandoned 
to fenfual gratifications fhould 
be the objects of the divine 
complacence. 

g But you are not under 
the government of the fen- 
fual, but of the rational, fa- 
culty, provided a divine dif- 
pofition of mind refideth in 
you — now if any perfon is 
not governed by the fame 
difpofition which actuated 
Chrift, he hath no juft pre- 
tenfions to the character of 
his difciple. 

—1o But if you cherith the 
difpofition which Chriftianity 
requires, your animal nature 
ts then dead with refpect to 
vice, but your rational ts alive 
and vigorous with refpect to 
virtue, 

ix And if the difpofition 
of him who railed Tefus from 
the tomb’ continues to actu- 
ate and govern you, be afu- 
red that the Being, who re- 
animated the dead body of 
Chrift, will alfo reftore your 
mortal bodies to lite, becaufe 


with which you are potlefied. 

12 Confequently therefore, 
my chrifhan brethren, we are 
under every obligation not to 
hve tn fenfual gratifications. 

¥3 For uf you live in car- 
nal puriuits, you will be f- 
nally doomed to eternal death 
—but if in compliance with 
the dictates of reafon you 
mortify the animal propen- 
fities, you will finally jecure 
everlafting life. 

14 For all thofe, who are 


pactuated by 2 divine difpofi- 


tion of foul, 
fons of Ged. | 

15 For under the gofpel 
you have not again received 
aipirit of fervility to keep. 
you in flavith terrour and ti- 
midity—but you have recei- 
ved a fihal f-irit, by means 
of which we freely, as adept- 
ed children, invocate the AL 
mighty as our indulgent fa- 
ther. 

15 Now this fame difpofi- 
tion, which the gofpel in- 
{pires, gives the ftrongeft ar- 
teitation and conviction ro 
our own minds, that we are 
the children of God. 

17 But i we ure the fons 
ef God, cenfequently we are 
heirs—heirs of God and co- 
heirs with Chrit—if we par- 
ticipate with him in his fuf- 
ferings, that we fhould par- 

C 2 necipate 


are the oeruine 
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S 
ticipate with him in a glori- | pangs of one common mitery 
ous immortality. to the prefent moment. 


18 For I] concluce, that the} = 23 And notonly the whoie 
fufterines of the prefent tran- [creation in general, but even 
fient lite are not worthy tof we ourfelves who are diftin- 
be compared with that future | guifhed with the primary and 
glory that fhall be difcloled fional endowments of the Spi- 
tous: rit, the bofoms even of us 

1g For the whole rational | heave with profound and for- 
creation waits for this felicity, |rowful groans, educed from 
with which the fons of God] the ardent expectation of 
will be hnally invefted, with our future glorious adoption, 
the moft cager and intenfe | and our complete deliverance 
expectation °. from this priion of our mortal 

20 Fer the human race was # body. 
fubjected to the vanity of mor- | 24 For the Chriftian difpen- 
ral condition, not by its vo-}fation hath intpired us with 
tuntary choice, but by the} this hope — but the hope of 
pleafure of the Almighty ar- fan immediate prefent object 
biter —— who fubjected them fis abfurd — for what a perion 
to this frailty, intimately fees 1s not the ob- 

21 but kindled in their bo- | jeét of hope. 
foms the chearing and enh- 5 But if things remote 
vening hope tnat human kind} and future are the ‘objedis of 
would be emancipated from | our hope, we wait tor them 
the fervitude of frail morta- [in patient expectation. 

‘ity, and enlarged into the 26 Agreeably to this alfo 
clorious liberty of the fons of { the Spirit itfelf aids our ee an 
God. frailtics and infirmities, for w 

22 For we know that the} know not what petitions are 
whole race of mortals is in-f proper for us to prefer to 
volved in one promifcuous}the Supreme, but in this fo- 


wretchednefs, and fuftains the Flemn concern the Spint trani- 
acteth 


© Azyecadexia. This isa very flrong and emphatical word, exprefiive 
of the mott intenfe and anxious expectation. Pompey, at the baitle ct 
Pharfalia, when he faw his cavalry put to flight, retired to his tent, and 
in the woff interle and painful expectation waited the event: exapadona ve 
LENADVs Platarch Cafar, p. 1338. Stephan. Gr. ‘They keep a profound 
filence auxiou/ly waiting their ena O17 cers! mapad COUNT ES TH UPSAK AA 

CoptiV- Xenoph< in. Memor. p. 126. Oxon. 1741. See alfo Polybius, p. $34, 
5 $35 Gog, 613, Edit. Wanev.” Enripides, Iphigen, ‘iaur. 313. Orelles Fo. 
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Chap. vil. 
acteth for us in filent fug- 
ceftions. 

27 And that Being who 
explores the human heart ap- 
proveth the dijpofition of the 
Spirit — beeaule he diredis 
Chriftians to fuch* requefts, as 
are avreeable tothe divine will. 

25 We are perfuaded alfo 
that all thines cooperate 8 
finally producing the happi- 
nefs of the fincere votaries of 

the Deity — the happineis of 
thofe, who in purfuance of his 
original defigns, have now 
been invited into the privi- 
leges of the gofpel. 

29 For thole to whom he 
originally intended to commu- 
nicate the blefiings of Chriftia- 
nity, thefe he alfo originally 
intended to raife from the 
tomb, in the clorious refplen- 
dent image otf his fon — de- 
figning that his fon fhould be 
the frff to lead up many 
other fubfequent brothers to 
a bleffed immortality. 

30 ‘Lhofe, on whom he 
primanly defiened to beftow 
this felicity, he invited into 
evaneciical privileges— thofe, 
whom he invited, he alto ab- 
folved from all their prior 
cuilt—and to thofe, whom he 
abfolved, he purpofed to be- 
flow a glorious immortality. 

21 What thoughts  fhall 
we then entertain of thefe tm- 
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* This was peculiar 


F The conve 
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menfe bleffings! — If the 
Deity is thus our friend, who 
can be our foe! 

32 That Being, who did 
not even fpare his own Son, 
but furrendered him up to 
death, for the common _ be- 
nefit of us all, will not the 
author of fuch an amazing act 
of benevolence, gene croully 

eae to us every bleffing ! 

33 Who is there will now 
charge the P jele¢t community 
of God with guilt ?— God 
hath abfolved them from it. 

34. Who is there who will 
condemn them for their vices? 
—Chrift hath died—I fhould 
rather fay—Chrift hath been 
raifed to abolifh them—and 

1¢ Is now exalted to the right 
hand of God, and negotiates 
our concerns. 

35 What then will ever 
alienate from us that affec- 
tion which Jefus cherifheth 
for us ?—Will diftrefs, will 
pthe moft extreme wretched: 
nefs, will famine, will naked- 
nefs, will the moft imminent 
danger, will the impending 
terror of the fword ? 

36 To us Chriffians I can 
juftly apply the following paf- 
ages of ter pure, * For thy 
fake, throughout the whole 
day, we are miferably maf- 
Jacred, we are elteemed 323 
fheep for the flaughter.” 

C's a7 out 


the Apoffolic act. 


to 


LO 


its to Chrifanity, 


22 Paut's f£piflle 


37 But from all thele con- 
fircts we return with victory 
and triumph, by the power- 
fal affittance of him who hath 
loved us. 

38 For | am firmly per- 
fuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor king- 
doms, nor foverelenties, nor 
things prefent, nor things fu- 
Lure, 

39 nor the heighth of prof- 
perous, nor the de pth of ad- 
verfe fortune, nor any crea- 
ture in the whole univerfe of 
beings, will ever be able to 
exunguith the love of God to 
us—that love, which he hath 
exprefled for usin the miffion 
ot Chrift Jefus our Lord. 


ea AX 


Speak the truth asa chri- 


itian—1 am guilty of 


no falfehood—my confcience, 
which is Whaminated by the 
effuhons of the holy Spirit, 
bears witmels to the fincerity 
of what | now affert: 

2 that my mind is over- 


whelmed with 2 burden of 


great affiiction, and that my 
heart is incefl2 ently torn with 
the pangs of the acuteft for- 
iow. 

3 For I could with myfelf 
exciuded from the privileges 
of pore to fubierve the 

erefts of my dear brethren 
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the Jews, who are fo nearly 
allied to me in the bonds of 
nature. 

4 Thefe are the favoured 
defcendents of Tacob—thefe 
are God's felect people—to 
thefe he appeared in vifible 
slory—with thefe he eftab- 
lifhed a covenant—to thefe he 
eave a fyftem of laws and 
religious worfhip—to the obe- 
dience of thefe he annexed 
diftinguifhed bleffings. 

5 Thefe are the progeny 
of the moft illuftrious ancet- 
tors—from thefe, as to hu- 
man extraction, the Meffiah 
deifcended—and to thefe the 
one fupreme God explicitly 
revealed himfelf, who is the 
worthy object of religious ado- 
ration, through all the revol- 
ving ages of eternity. Amen. 

6 But notwith{tanding thele 
fignal advantages of the Jews, 
the declaration of the Supreme 
hath not fallen to the ground 
—For the Hraelites merely are 
not the wéole of the genuine 
defcendents of Jacob. 

7 Nor are thofe oly who 
derive their extraction from 
Abraham, the cole of the 
progeny of that illuftrious 
perfonage—but the true line 
of thy defcendents, faid God, 
fhall extend from Ifaac. 

8 From when’. :c« follows, 
that mere natural extraction 
doth not entitle to the cha- 
racter of the fons of God— 

but 


hap. 1x. to the 
but thofe only who are the 
objects of the divine promile 
are to be efteemed the true 
defcendents. 

g For the form of the pro- 
mife is this—‘* At that time 
I will difplay my divine power, 
and Sarah fhall have a fon.” 

10 Rebecca too, the con- 
fort of Tfaac, our great pro- 
eenitor, when fhe was in her 
preenancy, 

11 betore her children had 
breathed the vital air, or had 
done either good or evil—(a 
proof that the original pur- 
pofe of the Deity, with re- 
gard to conferring any felect 
priviteges upon any commu- 
nity or ‘body of men, Is not 
founded on their virtue, but 
in the fole pleafure of the 
ereat Arbiter, who is pleafed 
thus to difting ullh them) 

12 During her pregnancy 
it was exprefly told her, 
** That the pofterity of th 

elder brother fhould be 1 
fubjection to thofe of che 
younger.” 

13 ts God alio by the 
prophet declares, ** The de- 
icendents of J: Tots are more 
the objects otf my affection, 
than thofe of Ffau.” 

14 What fhall we then 
fay? fhall we aflert that the 
procedures of the Almighty 
are unjuft ?—far from it! 

15 For he fays to Mofes, 


i wil extend my compailion 
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'to him whom I choofe to 
ymake the object of it, I will 
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commiferate whom I judge 
proper to commiulerate.” 

19 Confequently it is not 
the will, or the efforts of an 
agent, that procure the do- 
nation of thele external privi- 
leges: they are folely the gift 
of the merciful and compaf- 
posete Deity. 

17 For God in the {cripture 
faith to Pharao, ‘I have pre- 
jerved thy life amidtk the oe- 
neral deftruction, that by thy 
means [ might moft ilu- 
flrioufly diplay to the human 
race mine omnipotence, and 
that my perfections might be 
univerially proclaimed and ce- 
lebrated in the whole world.” 

18 Confequently therefore, 
the Supreme difpenfes or with- 
draws his diftinguifhed fa- 
vours to mankind as feemeth 
beft to his infinite under- 
{tanding. 

19 But you will fay t to me 
Why is the Almighty dif. 
pleafed with us Jews, that he 
rejects us ?——Who of us hath 
oppofed his denens e 

20 But who art thou, O 
thou frail mortal ! “who pre- 
fumett to make fuch an into- 
lent reply to the Supreme ! 
Will the creature arrogantly 
fay to its Creator, Why haf 
thou made me inthis manner! 

21 Hiath not the potter a 
rieht to difpote of hus ciay as 
he 
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he thinks proper, and to make 
out of the fame mafs one 
veffel to an honourable, ano- 
ther to a lefs honourable ufe ? 

22 What if the Deity 
when defirous to manifett to 
the world his vindictive power, 
and to difplay his omnipo- 
tence, yet fulpended his jutft 
vengeance, and exercifed the 
oreatelt patience and long- 
fuffering towards the objects 
of his wrath, that defervedly 
merited arian ° 

23 in order that he might 
exhibit the immense plenitude 
of his giorious benignity to 
wards the diftinguifhed ob- 
jects of his favour, to whom 
he originally defigned to dif- 
penfe thefe iluftrious  blef- 
lings. 

24 By thefe diftinguifhed 
obiects of his favour I mean 


the Chriftians, whom he hath | 


been pleafed to invite into the 
privileges of the gofpel, not 
only from amofig the Yews 
but the Heathens. 

25 This fignal event God 
predicted by the prophet Ho- 
tea in the following paffage— 
“¢ T will call thofe to be my 
people who formerly were not 
my people: I will ftile her 
the object of my affection, 
who had not before been ho- 
noured with this dittinction. 

26 And it fhall be, that 


in that region where it 
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was faid, Itere refide none 
of my people, the inhabitants 
of that very region fhall be 
denominated the fons of the 
immortal God.” 

27 The prophet Ifaiah thu. 
exprefsly declares concerning 
the Jews — ‘* Though the 
Ifraelites be as numerous as 
the fands upon the fea fhore, 
yet but a fmall pittance of 
that vaft multitude will em- 
brace the gofpel falvation. 

28 He will juftly inflict a 
fudden and dire excifion: the 
Lord will caufe a dreadful 
and unexpected deftrucuon 
in the land of Ifrael. P”’ 

29 The fame prophet had 
afferted the fame thing— 
“ Our fate, fays he, would 
have refembled Sodom’s, and 
our deftruction, that of Go- 
morra; had not the Omni- 
potent been pleafed to fave a 
very few from the general 
ruin to perpetuate the name 
of the nation.’ 

30 What reflections fhall 
we make on thefe divine pro- 
cedures ?--Why, that the/Zea- 
thens, who entertained no ap- 
prehenfions of acquiring thefe 
privileges, yet attained the 
remifion of all their prior 
vices — obtained this diftin- 
ouifhed favour by means ot 
their reception of Chriftianity: 

31 But the Jews, who were 
fedulous in their purfuit of 

this 


P Meaning the deftrucion of Jerufalem by the Romans. 


Chap. x. fo the ROMANS. ae 
this fignal bleffing, the con-]the privileges which God 
donation of their former guilt, ] freely offers in the gofpel. 
yet did not attain to it. | 4 For Chriftianiry is the 
32 But what prevented { ultimate end and final perfec- 
their acquifition of it ?— Be- } tion of the Jewifh ceconomy, 
caufe they cid not feek it from | being calculated to difpenfe a 
Chriftianity, but from the ce- | total remifion of all palit fins 
remonious obfervances of the j to every fincere believer. 
mofaic inftitution —Thus the} 5 For Mofes thus defcribes 
gofpel became a ftone ofythe privileges which a con- 
formity to his fyftem of laws 


{tumbling to them. 
33 Agreeably to which | confers— “* The perfon who 
hath inviolably made thete 


the icripture declares—‘“* Be- ! 
hold I lay in Zion a ftone, | directions the rules of his con- 
upon which the Ifraelites fhall} duct, fhall by fuch a per- 
ftumble and fall—but every j formance obtain life.” 
one, whoembraceth his doc-| 6 But the language of the 
trines, fhall not be difappoint- | Chriftian difpenfation, to the 
ed.” cordial belief of which the 
Cuap. x. r. My Chriftian }remifion of fins is annexed, 
Drethren, it is the fincere de- fis this—Let not thine heart 
fireof my heart and my fer- f dictate fuch a thought as this, 
vent prayer to the Almighty, | Who thall afcend into the ce- 
that Ifrael may accept thef{ 


leftial manfions — meaning, 
faving privileges of the gof-fto bring the Meffiah, who 
pel. 


fhath already appeared, from 
2 For I can bear them 


i thofe bleffed abodes. 
witnefs that they are animated} 7 Or, Who fhail defcend 
with ardent zeal for God—J into the dark profound realms 
out their zeal is not directed} of the dead — meaning to 
by wifdom. bring up the Meffiah again 
3 For wilfully choofing tof from the dreary habitations 
be ignorant of the advantages 


of death. 
of that difpenfation which{  § But what faith the fcrip- 
God hath now introduced, 


ture ?—** The doctrine 1s not 

and feeking to derive the fame j fo remote — it refideth near 
privileges ftom the obfervance j thee —- it dwells upon thy 
of the mofaic dif pension seg —it obtrudes itfelf upon 
uney have obftinately rejected | chine dears’? — which I may 
! jaltly 
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Juftly apply to the doctrine 
of Chriftianiry, which we 
preach : 

9 for if thou fincerely con- 
fefs with thy tongue, that Je- 
{us is now conftituted by the 
Deity, univer{fal governor, and 
cordially believe in thy beart 
that the Supreme raifed him 
from the dead, thou fhalt be 
entitled to all the faving pri- 
vileges of the gofpel. 

10 For in the Seart that 
belief is cherifhed which is 
productive of remiffion of fin 
—and with the tomgue that 
confeffion is publickly made 
which initiates into the pof- 
feflion of evangelical blef- 
fings. 

11 For the fcripture faith, 
— ‘** Every individual with- 
out exception, who repofeth 
a fincere belief in him, fhall 
not meet with a fhameful dif- 
appointment.” 

12 For under the Chriftian 
fcheme there is no diftinction 
of Few or Greek—all are un- 
der one common Lord and 
povernor, who  fhowereth 
down his bleffings upon all 
his votaries indifcriminately. 

13 For whoever fhall ac- 
knowledge our Lord, fhall be 
inflated in the privileges of 
his religion. 

14 But how fhould they 
acknowledge him, whofe mil- 
fion they do not believe °— 
Flow alfo fhould they believe 
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in a perfon, of whom they 
have never heard ? — And 
how fhould they ever hear of 
his religion, without a prea- 
cher to publifh its doctrines ¢ 

15 And how fhould any 
perfon ever proclaim its doc- 
trines, if they were not autho- 
ritatively commifioned and 
fent '-—Hlere the expreflions 
of the prophet are juftly ap- 
plicable—** How beautiful are 
the feet of thofe who publith 
the joyful news of happinefs ! 
—of thofe who proclaim the 
aufpicious tidings of felicity ! 

16 Yet all, among whom 
thefe joyful tidings of the 
Chriftian revelation have been 
promulgated, have not cre- 
dited them; fo that in the 
words of Ifaiah we may ex- 
claim—Lord! who hath paid 
any credit to the account we 
have publifhed! 

17-Sovthat. the. belie® .of 
Chriftianity is neceffarily con- 
nected with the publication of 
it—and the publication of it 
hath been exprefly authorized 
by a divine commillion. 

18 But have they not heard, 
I fay, the doétrine of the 
gofpel ? — Undoubtedly they 
muit-——for to exprefs myfelf 
in the Janguage of the pfalmift 
—‘* its fame hath been diffu- 
fed in every region: and its 
truths have penetrated to the 
remoteft limits of the globe.” 

1g What, I fay, hath not 

| Liraes 


hap. xi. 
Tfrael heard of the fuccefs of 
the gofpel among the Hea- 
thens 2— To this event the 
words of their great law- 
giver may be fitly accom- 
modated —‘* I will kindle 
your indignation on account 
of thofe you efteem the moft 
vile and contemptibie people : 
I will provoke your fury a- 
gainft a nation you treat as 
totally deftitute of intellizence 
and wifdom.”’ 

20 But Iaiah exprefies him- 
felf in the boldeft plaineft 
terms — ** [ was found by 
thofe who never fought me: 
Y exhibited myielf before thofe 
who never made any enquiries 
after me.” 

2: But the fame prophet 
gives this defcription of the 
Feus—** The whole day, with 
expanded arms and the moft 
pathetic importunity, I have 
addrefied an obftinate and in- 
corrigible people.” 


Radi Aaes. 2. 
z UT hath the Deity, J 
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bandoned and excluded the 
ople whom he originally 
defigned to diftinguifh with 
fuch fignal privileges—Don’t 
you know that Elias, as the 
fcripture relates, in his ad- 
dreffles to God, recounted the 
depravity of the Ifraelires in 
the following expreffions— 

2 *©O Lord! they have 
embrued their hands in the 
blood of thy prophets—they 
have entirely fubverted and 
demolifhed thy facred altars— 
Tam the only oxe of thy vo- 
taries who furvive the general 
maffacre: and they are in 
eager purfuit of me to fhed 
my blood.” 

4 But to this complaint 
what anfwer did the Deity re- 
turn—‘* There are {till living 
no lefs than feven thousand re- 
ligious perfons, who have not 
proftrated themfelves before 
Baal.” | 

5 Juft fo in this prefent 
aoe there is a felect well-dit- 
pofed number of that nation, 
who have embraced the gra- 
cious difpenfation of divine 


fay, totally rejected } favour. 


and abandoned his fayoured 


6 But if this difpentation 


nation ?-——by no means—For f had its fource entirely in the 
{ mylelf am an Ifraclite, af tree favour of God, it follows, 
defcendent from Abraham, or sthat the prior obedience of 
the tribe of Benjamin. imankind did not procure the 
2 The Deity hath not a-} donation of it 4. 7 

7 What 
ae The laf claufe of this verfe in our printed copies is not in the Alex. 
<2 
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4 What then, hath not If 
rael attained the grand object 
of their follicitous enquiries ? -- 
A felect virtuous body among 
them have obtained this blef- 
fing: but the reft of them 
are enveloped in wilful dark- 
ne{s. 

8 So that the following 
words of the prophet are 
juftly applicable to their pre- 
fent obftinate blindnefs and 
infidelity—‘* God hath per- 
mitted their rational powers 
to be totally benumbed with 
a torpid ftupidity and infenfi- 
bility, their eyes to be ob- 
jcured with prejudice, and 
their hearing to be entirely 
blunted and ftunned with in- 
vincible prepofieflion.”” — A 
pafiage, defcriptive of their 
{tate and condition in the pre- 
fent day. 

9g Thefe words of David 
allo characterize their prefent 
temper and difpofition—‘** Let 
their joyous feftivals be con- 
verted into unexpected con- 


looked for woes, and a juft 
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11 But have they, I afk, 
(tumbled fo as to fall irreco- 
verably ?—far, very far from 
it! No! By their unhappy 
lapfe the gofpel difpenfation 
hath been adopted by the 
Heathens, 1n order to excite 
theiy emulation. 

12 Burif their lapfe hath 
refulted in the telicity of the 
world, and their forfeiture of 
thofe bleffings hath proved 
the opulence of the #/eathens ; 
of how much infinite!y hap. 
pier confequence to monkind 
will ¢heir univerfal reception 
of Chriftianity be produc- 
tive ? 

13 I addrefs myfelf to you 
Heathens—and affure you that 
all the time I aét in the cha- 
racter of the apoftle of the 
Heathens, itis ever my am- 
bition to make my miniftra- 
tion among you as magnifh- 
cent and illuflrious as poi- 
fible : 

14 with this view, that I 
may, if poffible, by any 
means, incite the emulation 
of my countrymen to rival} 


retribution of their enormi- | you, and convert fome of them. 
ties : 15 For if their rejection 

10 Let their eyes be totally | of Chriftianity hath produced 
obfcured in the gloom of im- j fucharevolutionin the world: 
penetrable darknels ; and lee | what will their univertal re- 
their backs be always turned} ception of it effect, but an 


upon the truth.” 'aftonifhing change that fhall 
be 


Leck. Coptic, Vulgate, Origen, Ambrofe, Chryfoom, Theodorct, in no 
Latin manuferipts, EQius fays. It is pronounced {purious by Erafmus, Zeger, 
Eftius, Grotius. See Mill, Wetftein, and Edwards on Grace. 
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: 


Chap. x1. 
be fimilar to a genera! refur- 
rection from the dead ! 

16 * But if the fir of the 
dough is confecrated, the 
whole mafs is fo—and if the 
root of the tree be in a healthy 
ftate, its branches participate 
of its vigour. 

17 But if fome of the 
boughs have been lopped off, 
and thou, the fcion of a wild, 
haft been ingrafted into the 
true genial, olive, and par- 
ticipateft its generous quality 
and richnefs, 

18 do not infolently exult 
over the mutilated boughs— 
for if thou infult over them, 
remember that thou fupport- 
eft not the crunk, burt the 
trunk thee. 

1g Perhaps thou wilt re- 
ply—The boughs were lop- 
ped off, merely that ] might 
be ingrafted into the tree. 

20 I allow it — through 
their wilful difbelief of chrif- 
tianity they were cut off, and 
through thy belief of it thou 
art now erect and flourifhing 
—Afpire not to too fublime 
an elevation, but be cautious 
of a fall. 

21 For if God fpared not 
the native branches, thou hatt 
greater reafon to be afraid 
left he fhould not fpare thee. 
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22 Contemplate the: benig- 
nity and the feverity of the 
Supreme — his feverity to- 
wards thofe who have volun- 
tarily forfeited his favour— 
his benignity towards thee, 
if thou continue a fit object 
of it — if not — thy prefenr 
flourifhing branches will alfo 
be cut down, 

23 andthe former, unlefs 
they obitinately perfift in their 
infidelity, will be ingrafted— 
for an omnipotent hand is 
able to re-infert them into 
their original {tock. 

24 For if thou the fcion 
of an unfruitful wild olive 
wert cut out of thy own na- 
tive barren tree, and, by a 
procefs repugnant to the or- 
dinary Jaws of nature, wert 
encrafted into the fruitful 
generous olive — how much 
will not thofe, who zaturally 
belong to the antient ftock, 
be in future time ingrafted 
into their own kindred olive} 

25 For 1 am not willing 
you fhould be ignorant, my 
chriftian brethren, of this hi- 
therto unrevealed truth, Thar 
this undifcerning infidelity of 
[frael is to be but of limited 
duration, and to continue 
only “till that period arrive 
when all the heathen nations 
fhall 


* The Apoftle means by this comparifov, that the Jews were not to- 
tally abandoned, that the vation ilill flood in a peculiar relation to Gad 


On account of the covenant made with their axcejlors, 
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fhall have univerfally embra- 
ced chriftianity. 

26 Itis according to this 
divine procedure that all I{- 
rael will finally efpoufe the 
chriftian religion; agreeable 
to the following predictions 
of fcripture — ‘* Zion fhall 
give birth to a deliverer, who 
fhall entirely reclaim Jacob 
from his wickednefs.” 

27 ** This is the folemn 
covenant I will eitablifh with 
them, after I have totally ex- 
punged all their crimes.” 

28 With regard to the 
gofpel, they have oppofed 
it, becaufe you Heathens have 
embraced it — but in confe- 
quence of the divine origina! 
election of them to be his 
people, they are flill, as a 
community, the diftinguifhed 
objects of his favour, on ac- 
count of their religious an- 
ceftors : 

zg for the free donations 


and grants of fignal privileges | 


which the Deity is pleated to 


confer, are not capricioufly } 


withdrawn and retracted. 

go For as you Heathen 
were formerly difobedicnt to 
God, but are now become 
the objects of the divine com- 
miferation, through the Jews 
rejection of Chriftianity : 

31 fo in ike manner have 
the Jews, by reafon of the 
mercy that hath been con- 


gerred upon yor, obftinately § at 
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renounced the Chriftian reli- 
gion — rendering themfelves 
by this conduct the proper 
objects alo of the divine 
compaflion. 

32 For the Deity confider- 
ed all mankind as univerfally 
difobedient and depraved, that 
he might include all in one 


‘common undiftinguifhing act 


of benevolence and mercy. 

33 O the unfathomable 
depth of the divine wifdom 
and underftanding ! How in- 
fcrutable are his procedures ! 
how inexplicable his ways ! 

34. For who can explore 
the meafures of the Divinity ! 
Who can dictate to his infal- 
lible knowledge ! 

35 Or who hath previoufiy 
conterred a benent upon him, 
and expects that benefit to be 
retaliated! 

36 Becaufe all things were 
originally derived from him 
—all things are difpenfed 
through him-—all things con- 
pire to promote his plory . 
to whom be adoration afcri- 
bed through all the revolving 
ages of eternity! Amen. 


Cai. Jot. 
I Conjure you then, my 


Chriftian brethren, by 
all the tender mercies cf God, 
that you exhibit yourfelves 
the divine altar as « 

facrifice 
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facrifice pure, immaculate andyjother by the moft intimate 
grateful to the divinity — the j ties. 
moft rational fervicein which} 6 As we poffefs, therefore, 
you can engage. different endowments, accord- 
2 Conform not to the ge- Jing to the favour with which 
neral purfuits of the prefent}{ God hath refpectively diftin- 
age—but be ye entirely diffi- | guifhed us: if God hath ap- 
milar to your former felves} pointed us to the office of 
by a moral renovation of | public inftructors, let us dif- 
mind—in order that you may {charge it in proportion to the 
acquire a clear perception of } fpiritual abilities which he 
the good, the benevolent, | hath communicated to us. 
and the perfect will of God. + If we are invefted with 
3 By virtue of the apofto-}|the office of deacons, let us 
lic office with which I am in- } difcharge this office faithfully 
vetted, I charge every one {—if with the office of teach- 
among you not to cherifh an fers, let us diligently perform 
over-weening opinion con-[the duty of this important 
cerning himfelf — but to en- } province. 
tertain fuch juft fentiments{ §& Let him, who exhorteth 
of himfelf as may lead him fothers, confcientioufly acquit 
to conduct himfelf with ajhimfelf in this ducy—let him 
luitable propriety and deco-{who contributes to relieve 
rum, according to the refpec- | diftreis, give liberally * — let 
tive fpiritual endowments }him, who is a prefident, be 
which God hath proportion-} active in his facion—let him, 
ally imparted to every one. {who doth an act of compaf- 
4 As a great variety of¢fion, perform it with chear- 
members are all combined { fulnefe. - 
wito One harmonious animalf g Let your benevolence 
fyftem, and all thefe many | be fincere and undiflembied-— 
members have not the fame ; fhun vice with the utrnolt de- 
function : teftation: to virtue adhere 
5 fo we Chiiftians, as nu- j inflexibly. 
merous as we are, are af ro Entertain the moft ge- 
united into ose body, and nerous and fraterral afection 
every diftinct individual of us} mutually for each other— 
is mutually connected te each} with an honourab-e and molt 
amiable 
* Ev wmaotyty. Azatus Often fionifies, as it does in this place, Udirae 
ity, generofity. See 2Cors, ii. 2. Che ix 44.13. -t 


oe: Eas 
amiable deference, each treat- 
ing another as his fuperior. 

rx Be not inert and cold 
in your affectionate dilpofi- 
tions, but cherifh a warmth 
and ardour of mind — pru- 
dently * accommodating your 
behaviour to the various cir- 
cumftances that occur in lite. 

12 Let your Chritian hopes 
ever inipire you wich facred 
joy—fupport affliction with 
fortitude of mind — be con- 
ftant in the devour exercile 
of prayer. 

13 Charitably contribute 
to the relief of neceffitous 
Chriftians -— ever cultivate a 
beneficent and hofpitable dif- 
pofition. 

14 Blefs your perfecutors 
—sour not your cxecrations, 
but implore the divine blet- 
fing, upon them. 

16 Let your joy flow in 
one common ftream with the 
joys of others: and mingle 
your tears with the tears of 
the forrowful. 

16 Cultivate a mutual har- 


mony of kind difpofitions— | 
AIpTE “NCL after fublime and’ 


uL’s Epiftle 


Chap. xit. 
elevated ftations, but rather 
court the humble and un- 
oftentatious—be not inflated 
with vain felf-conceit. 

17 Do not return evil for 
evil to any one—fludy to ex- 
hibit an amiable character 
of virtue and goodnefs before 
the world. 7 

18 Ler it be your utmoft 
ftudy and endeavour to live, 
if poflible, in harmony and 
concord with all men. 

19 My dear Chriftians, 
haroour not in your bofoms 
the principles of revenge— 
but let rage and refentment 
be extirpated from your hearts 
—for it is written — ‘* Ven- 
geance Is my prerogative: £ 
will inflict condign punifh- 

fens” 

20 Should therefore thine 
enemy be ftarving with hun- 
ger, give him food—it he is 
parched with thirft, give him 
drink—by this amiable be- 
neficence thou wilt " foften 
and melt his hoftile difpofi- 
tion into tenderneis and love. . 

21 Suffer not vice to gain 
a conqueft over you—but do 
you 


€ Kaisa is probably the true reading. See Alsi. 
u An ciegant metaphor taken from me/ting down metal by heaping fire 


on the head of the cruczble. 


The obfervation of the excellent Plutarch 


beautifully illuftrates the words of the Apoftle, Ar%gorcy Je xansar. x. 2 


«© The malignity of man, how violent foever, is not altogether fo > ferce 
and virulent as not to be foftened by 2n obliging behaviour, and overcome 
by the kindnefs of thofe who are frequently doing friendly offices.” Piu- 
tarch, Dion. p.1791. Edit. Gr, Stephan. We onght fo to converfe, fays 
Pythagoras, that we may not make our friem’s our enemies, but on the con- 
rary, our evemies our firievds. Agaranty Te OMIZHVe he A. Diogen, Laert. 
p sou. Meibsmii, Amflei. 1052. 


Chap. xii. to the ROMANS. 
you vanquifh and difcounte- ble, if thou wiliully violate 
nance it by the fteady prac- thy duty, for he beareth not 
tice of virtue. tthe {word in vain—for in this 
Frefpect alfo he is the vicege- 
prent of the Almighty to in- 
| flict punifhment upon the ir- 
jrégular and licentious. 
i rT every one of you} 5 It is your incumbent 
pay a dutiful © fub- {duty therefore to pay a fub- 
jection to civil governors— f jection to the laws of civil 
tor magiftracy is a divine ap- #iociety; not merely from a 
pointment — the ftations of dread of punifhment, but 
civil rulers were conftituted 4 from a principle of confci- 


GAS 
> Cen. 






CHAP. XI. 


by the jupreme governor, pence. 
2 He therefore, who op- 5 Do you contribute there- 


pofeth civil magiftracy, o9-E fore to the fupport of civil 
pofeth the conilitution of ¥ governors, for they are agents 
God: and they who refufe , under the Supreme in affiau- 
fubjeétion to the regulations § oufly promoting the intereits 
of civil fociety render them- |} of public virtue. 
felves obnoxious to punifh-! 7 Pay therefore to all their 
ment. egal and jult demands : Tri- 
3 For civil magiftracy is} bute, taxes, reverence, ho- 
armed with terror, not againft } nour, to whom thefe are, re- 
virtue, but againft vice—Art | fpectively, due. 
thou defirous therefore to live} 8 Let no one have any 
iree from all uneafy appre-jjuft claims upon you, except 
henfions of the civil gover- {the claims of mutual affection 
ner, do but practife thy duty, }and love — for a benevclent 
and thou wilt be applauded | lover of mankind doth by 
by him. this ove duty fulfl a// the nu- 
4 For he is God’s vice-{ merous obtigaticns of the 
perent to countenance the; law: 
practife of virtue—But iwem-{| g For the prohibition of 
pVOL. Uy. D adultery 
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_ ™ When this epiftle was written Nero had the character of an excellent 
prince. The fr/f years of this tyrant’s reign were diitinguithed for lis mo- 
deration and clemency. . Being once defired to fign the execution of 2 
criminal, he did it with great relu€tance, withing, he bad never lecrited a 
better, Quam wvellem, inqait, nefcire “iteras! He declared he would make 
the adminiftration of Auguftus the model of his own, and embraced every 
Opportunity of fhewing his liberality, clemency, and courtcoufness. Vid. 
Sucton, lib. 6. cap. 10. p. 581. Variorum. 
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S 

adultery, of murder, of theft, p bauchery, in quarrels and 

of defamation, of envy, and | diteors. 

every other injunction befides 14 but put on that robe 

thele, are aff virtually com- bay confpicuous virtue with 

prized j in this ove finele pre- {which our Lord Jefus Chrift 

cept, Thou  fhale love thy {| was adorned — and make it 

neighbour as thytelf. not your ftudy to indulge and 
to Benevolence never de-} gratify the irregular cravings 

vifeth any wickednels againit; of your fenfual appetites. 

its neighbour: benevolence 

tlerefore is a * complete epi- 

tame OF tae wy. Cea. ay. 

11 Moreover do you ae 
mindful of the tranfiency oft TUR. weak and inju- 
live: becaufe it is time we | aicious Chriftian do 
thould wake out cf our inert? you embrace in the arms of 
and flugeih repofe— for cur your benevolence, and do not 
celeftial ~ happinefs is nowfenter into any uncharitable 
nearer in profpect than when | difpute and pesuiant contro- 
we firft embraced the gofpel. | verfy with juch an one. 

12 The ¥ night of moria-] 2 Qne Chriftian believes he 
lity is far acdva anced : the ra- Auk oys full liberty to cat all 
Slant morning of the refur-{ kinds of foad inducriminatel y 
rection is at hand : let us im-y——another, weak and ferupu- 
mediatery therefore throw off | lous, lives upon a vegetable 
ene habits of darknefs, and | ocr 
invelc ourfelves with the 1m- 3 Bur let not him, who 
venetrable armour of light. J eats every {pecies of food pro- 

:3 As we are enlightened | mifcuoufly, look upon his 
with the efulgent beams of  Clinitian brother with con- 
corfect dav. tet us walk with | tempt who confcientioufly ab- 
the preatcll propriety and de- | itains—nor, on the contrary, 
corum -— not polluting alice letnot the Chriftian who fern- 
debuling ounfelves in mot and: a fome kind of food, un- 
revels, in tenfualicy and de- charitably cenfure and con- 


¥ 
i 
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* Avaacpeageores is fammanily comprehended: it is the fum and fub- 


fanee ol the laws: the agoce ae of the law in miniature. 
ANN Ley OAL 7a? Is averat, epyuhs J? nes. 
A,jo« &¢ Ji epee” Raeorwruncy de cAewy 1%. 
Liads, Ke 253 32252- 
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demn the conduct of another; fcience, doth not eat with the 
who doth not fcruple it--tor|{fame religious convictions, 
he is equally an object of the and the tame kind or grat- 
divine approbation. tude as the other. 

4 Who art thou who thus| 4% For none of us livetls 
prefumeft to pais a decifive | as * unconnected individuals, 
fentence upon another’s fer-}and none of us cieth as un- 
vant ?— It is his own matter | connected beings : 
alone who hath the fole right § For while < ve live, we 
tu accept or reject him: but! live connected pa God : 
he will be accepted, for he | when we dic, we die connect- 
hath done nothing to preclude oe with him — w arene: we 

ee 








=a 





himfelf from the divine ac- {therefore enjoy life or reign 
ceptance. fic, we are the property of 
5 Oite. Chriftian. “etteems-| (sod. 

one day more facred and =| g For Chrift, for this very 
lemn than another—another } purpofe, both iubmitted to 
Chriftian thinks ? every day}{death, and rofe from the 
alike — let each of thefe act} tomb, and poffeficth immor- 
according to the clear mite talicy, that he might be the 
tion and full perfuafion of his] univerfal gove rnor both of 
own mind, i the dead and of the fiz THE. 

6 He who perfuades him-! 10 Why doit thou there- 
felf of the fuperior fanctity of }fore uncharitabiy condemn 
fome particular days, devotes j thy Chriftian brother? Why 
thefe days peculiarly to God j ott thou affect to treat him 
—another, who believes no san h contempt? — Kemem- 
day more facred than another, | ber, we fhall all of us without 

| 





confequently doth not confe-jexception be ranged bei 

crate particular days to God. } the tribunal of Chriit, 

He who eats all kinds of food} 11 For the Almighty de- 

indifcriminately, eats them} clareth in fcripture, ‘* Uo ine 

as convinced of his bert every rational creature {hall 

under Chriftianity, and blef- } be in abfolute fubyection, and 

feth God for itr—ife, who ab-fevery tongue fhaill applaud 

{tains from fome ipecies of } my divine “atcributes.” 

food from fcruples of con- 12 Every individual there- 
De2 fore 


7 Hpaxnar® eremauser Hoda vas pev ayactas wemvpyerd, T425 3¢ 
QAVALS, OS apVOSLYTI GuIY Nupas awATNS MIAV CvgTay. Plutarch. Camiltss 
p, 250. Hd. Gr. Stephani. 8vo. 

4 That is, anconnecied with God. 


may ‘z 
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fore of us will give a minute , arifing from the confcioufnefs 
account of his conauct te the fof our being bleffed with the 


fopreme Jucge ! 

13 Confeguently then let 
us for the tuture pais no hard 
cenfures one upon another— 
rather do you deliberately 
form this refolution, that you 
will throw no obitacles or 
unhappy impediments in the 
path ef your Chriftian bro- 
ener. 

14 J have the molt clear 
and undoubted perfuafion, as 
a-Chriitian, that there 13 ne 
kind of food, abftractedly, #\ 
unlawful—but if any really 
deem it unlawful, to him it 
becomes unlawful. 

15 If the mind of thy Chri- 


Mian brother is hurt by thy ; ic ts 


unlimited ufe of all kinds of 
iood ; 
perfitt is a flagrant violation 
of that love thou owelt him 
—Don’t by thy promifcucus 
ufe of food everlattingly de- 
firoy the foul of thy Chri- 
tian brother, for whom Chrift 
ahicd, 

16 Do not therefore, 
any indifcretion, fuffer your 
Chriftian liberty to be calum- 
niated and reproached. 

17 Kor the excellency of 
Clirittianicy doth not confift 
in an unbounded liberty of 
ufing every fpecies of meat 
and drink. indi icriminately ; 





by | 


endowments of the holy Spirit. 

18 Ele, who with a mind 
adorned with thefe, devotes 
himfelf to the fervice of Chrift, 
fecures the approbation both 
of God and man. 

ig; Let us. thereforemake 
it our conftant ftudy and pu 
fuit to promote harmony and 
peace, and mutually to con- 
fule one another’s improve- 
ment. 

20 Do not, for fuch a fri- 

rolous trifle,as the lawfulneis 
or unlawfulnefs of food, de- 
molifh the tabric which God 
hath ereéted—All things with- 
out diftinction are pure: yet 
criminal for a perfon to 
ufe this unlimited hberty, 


for thee affectedly to j when he knows it will wound 


and difguft icrupulous con- 
fciences. 

21 It is proper for thee 
neither to eat fiefh, nor to 
drink wine, nor to do any 
thing of this kind, about 
which thy Chriftian brother 
hath fcruples, by which his 
mind is hurt, and by which 
he may be difgufted againft 
Chriftianity. 

22 You believe you enjoy 
full liberty in this article— 
enjoy the mental {atisfaction 
of your belief in the con- 
{cious prefence of God 





but it confifts in virtue, in] Happy is he who doth not 
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facred joy !condemn himieif by acting 


inconfiftently 


Chap. xv. to the ROMANS. 37 
inconfiftently with what ns 5 sind may God, the au- 
mind approves. thor of patience and forti- 
23 But the perfon, whoftude, and the parent of con- 
hath religious {cruples con-} foliation, grant that you may 
cerning its lawfulneis, if he} mutually cultivate unanimity 
eat, he condemns himfelf, be-fand concord among your- 
caute he acts contrary to they felves acccrding to the prin- 
convictions of his mind—for j ciples ‘of your Chriftian pro- 
whatever is done in oppofi- { feffion : 
tion to a perfon’s own mind,{ 6 in order that with uni- 
is finful. verfal harmony of affection, 
Cuap. xv. 4 We, whofand one accordant voice, you 
fully underftand the princi- |may all unite in celebrating 
ples of Chriftian liberty, ought; the God and Father of our 
to bear with the fcruples or { Lord Jefus Chritt. 


our weak brethren, and not 7 Do you therefore enter- 
confult what is merely agree- | tain the mofl generous and 
abie to ourielves. impartial regards for each 


2 But let each of us ren-| other, in like manner as Chrift 
der ourfelves agreeable to our | hath exprefled the greateft af- 
neighbour, by generoufly en-} fection for us by admitting 
deavouring to promote hisf{us into the glorious privileses 
beft interefts and improve-{ of a divine difpenfation. 
ment. 8 Let me remind you thias 

For Chrift did not make} the public miniftry of Je!us 
it his ftudy folely to pleafe} Chrift was confined to the 
and gratify himfelf, but, to} fews—in order that the ve- 
expreis mytfelf in the words | racity of God might | be con- 
of fcripture, ‘* I fuftained the i firmed, and the promifes mace 
calumny and abufe of thofe} to their anceftors might be 
who reviled and reproached ; ratified : 


me.” g and that the Heatie::s 
4 For the precepts and4 ought for ever to celebran: 
examples of facred icripture 


were recorded tor our adm 
nition and improvement 5 that 
we, through the patience it 
inculcates, Beal that confola- 
tion it infpires, may be ani- 
ee with the craniporting 
Lepe of imortality. 


God for deigning to comm!- 
jerate them—as the icriptur= 
faith, ** For this I will pour 
out my fervent gratitude to 
thee among the Heathens, and. 
magnify thy perfections in the 
olan ae lays | 

ae. tO AnG, 


io 
ee adore the gosdnets of 
a 


A 
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10 And in another place, 
conjoin 


* O ye Livathens ! 
with his favoured people in 
tran{ports of iacred raptures.” 

ti And again: ‘* Join in 
one folemn hymn of praife to 
God, all ye Heathens  cele- 
brate his goodne!s, O ye z.- 
tions,” 

72 If2iah alfo exprefsly de- 
clares: “* Lhe root of Jefs¢ 
fhall not be extinct: from it 
there thall {pring an iluftrious 
governor to rule the Leathens, 
and in him fhall the Aleathens 
repofe their confidence.” 

13 May the fupreme God, 
the primary. fource of hope, 
nil you with every joy and 

felicity in your Chriftian pro- 
fefion, and coueue to in- 
{pire you with the moft ani- | 
mating and enlivening hope 
of immortality ® 2, means of 
thole endowments of the holy 
Spirit which have been con- 
turred upon you. 

LA Bur, 
myiclf am fully perfuaded of 
ee all, that you are actuated 
by the principles of benignity 
san love, that you are amply 
farnithed with all ufeful know- 
lede-e, and are abundantly 
qualified to impart admoni- 
tion and initruction to others ¢ 

$—r15 In the 
par Of tas. epitle to »ou, 
any Chriftian brethren, 


fore 


b’ Thefe were the carne? and pls oe of im 


= ape 1g the tree readin 1D 4 


my brethren, 1: 


preceding 


I have 


Epifile Chap. xv, 
prefumed to take a more than 
ordinary freedom with you 
efpecially, and have reminded 
se of your duty by virtue 
of that apoftolic office, with 
which God hath gracioufly 
t velted me. 

16 In order that I might 
officiate as the minifter of fe- 
fus Chrift to the Fleathens, 
difcharging the function of a 
pricff with regard to the got- 
pel of God, in order that the 
Heathens might become an 
oblation gratetul to the Divi- 
nity, being confecrated to him 
by the elfulion of the Holy 
Spirit upon them. 

17 1 glory therefore as a 
Chriftian in the fuccels which 
God hath been pleafed to give 
to the gofpel in order to pro- 
duce the converfion of the 
Heathens : 

18 for { will not arrogantly 
prefume to mention any thing, 
except what Chrift alone hath 
efiected by means of my cil- 
couries and labours : 

1g having enabled me to 
difplay the mot powerful and 
aftonifhing miracles and pro- 
digies, and having commu- 
nicated to me the miraculous 
gifts of the Holy Spirit—fo 
that in all the intermediate 
countries that lies between 
Jerufalem and Ilyricum, I 

ena- 


bled 


have been abundantly 


ianortalicy. 


Chap. xv. fo the ROMANS: 39 
bled to plant the Chriitian re- 26 For Macedonia and 
ligion. Achaia have been generoufly 


20 And I make it my am- 
bition to propagate the col- 
pel, notin thofe regions where 


pleafed to make a public col- 
lection for the Chriftians in 
Jerufalem who are in indigent 


Chriftianity had already been + circumiftances. 


aah ; hot chufing to raile 
a {uperftructure on a founda- 

tion which another had laid: 
21 but to expreis myfelf 

in the language of fcripture, 


“To thoie he will ilu- 


{triouflly exhibit himfelf, who! 


mever heard any report of 
him: and thoie, to whom 
his fame never penetrated, 
fhall underitand the truth.” 

22 This thea ts the @ iole 
reafon which has prevented 
me fo long from vifiting 
you. 

23 But there is now not 
one fingle place in thefe re- 
gions, but where Chriftianity 
hath been promulgated—and 
as I have, for many years 
patt, cherithed a very ardent 
defire to vifit you in Rome, 

24 [hope, when I travel 
into Spain, to fee you, and 
be efcorted by you part of 
my journey thither, when I 
have made a fufficient ftay 
among you, 

25 Kut at prefent I am 
going to Jerufalem to carry 
a charitable contribution to 
the neceflitous Chriftians in 
that city. 


4 Their having admitted 
thofe who had never heard it before, 


the gofp 


~~ 


a 
tw 


27 They have been gene- 
roufly pleafed, I fay, to make 
this charitable contribution— 
for indeed they are under in- 
finite obligations to them. For 
if the Heathens have parti- 
epee with them jn their /pz- 
ritual privileges, they ought 
freely to eae to them a 
fhare of their femporal blef- 
fines. 

28 After [have difcharged 
this office, and depofited this 
charity in proper hands, I 
will pafs through Rome in 
my way to Spain. 

29 1am conicious that my 
arrival among you will be ac- 
companied with a moft illu- 
ftrious and miraculous difplay 
of the truth and excellence of 
the gofpel of Chrift. 

30 My Chriftian brethren, 
I conjure and entreat you by 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
by that affection and love we 
owe to each other, as being 
endowed with the fame fpiri. 
tual gifts, that you would, 
along with mine, addrefs your 
earnest and fervent prayers tc 
God for me: 

31 that [ may be refcued 
D4 from 


Ke) Paut'’s Epiffle Chap. xvi. 
from the power of thofe in| themfelves to the moft im- 
Judzea, who obftinately reye€t } minent danger to preferve 
and oppote the go!fpel: and} my life — to whom not on- 
that the charitable collection, | ly myfelf, but all the Gen- 
which [am carrying to the | tile churches, are under the 
Chriftians in Jerufalem, may | {trongeit obligations of gra- 
be a bleffing to them : titude. 

32 that having acquitted 5 Prefent alfo my _ affec- 
mytelf of this office, ] may, #tionate falutations to the 
by the divine permiflion, vifit {church which affembles in 
you, and mutually enjoy the | their houfe—Prefent lkewile 
moft facred and retrefhing {my fincereft refpeéts to Epe- 
confolation with you. netus, the diftinguifhed ob- 

33 May God the donor of } ject of my affeQion, who was 
all happinefs be with you all! }the firft Chriftian convert in 
Amen. Achaia. 

6 Salute Mary alfo, who 
was extremely active in fhow- 
ing me many friendly offices. 

7 Give alfo my kindeft re- 
membrance to Andronicus 
and Junia my countrymen 
and fellow-prifoners for the 
Chriftian caule--for whom the 
other apoftles, who ernbraced 

2 I beg you would give ; Chriftianity before I did, en- 
her a reception worthy the | terrain a diftinguifhed regard. 
profeffors of Chriflianity, and 8 Prefent my affectionate 


CMAP. “XVI. 


mend to you Phcebé 
our Chriftian fifter, who is the 
« diaconefs of the fociety of 
Chriftians in Cenchrea. 


k Pe rend me to recom- 








afift her in whatever affairs | falutations to Ampliss, whois 
fhe may follicic your aid—for | dear to me as a Chriftian. 

the has beenamott benevolent} g Aifo to Urban my fel- 
patrenefs to numbers in ge- | low-labourer in the common 
neral, and to myfelf in par- | caufe of the gofpel—to Sta- 


cicular. chys, for whom I have the 
3 Give my moft aftec- | fincereft efteem. 
tionate remembrance to Prifca 10 To Apelles, who hath 


and Aquila my fellow - la- | diftinguifhed himielf as a pro- 
bourers in the caufe of Chri- | feffor of Chriftianity—to the 
ftianity : family of Ariftobulus. 
4 who chearfully expofed} 11 To Herodion my coun- 
tryman 
¢ a manager of the charch’s feck, 
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tryman—tothe family of Nar-y which you hve been in- 
ciflus, who have embraced the | ftrun&ed—Do you avoid all 
sofpel. connection and intercourte 
12 To Tryphanaand Try- } with perfons of this charac- 
phofa, who have been active [ ter. 
in the Chriftian caufe—to Per- 18 For fuch perfons as 
fis, whom I moft highly e- | thefe are under no fubjection 
fteem, who hath fignalized | to our Lord Jefus Chrift, but 
herfelt for her eminent dili- f are the abandoned flaves of 
gence to promote the interefts | their fenfual appetites and 
ot the gofpel. lufts, and by plaufible dii- 
13 To Rufus a truly ex- | courfe and fhowy eloquence 
emplary profeffor—to his|they draw the unfulpecting 
worthy mother, who by her | into fatal delufions. 


tender affectionate treatment] 19 The fame of your re- 
hath been alfo a mother to! ception of Chriftianity hath 
me. been univerfally diffufed in 


14 ToAtyncritus, Phlegon, | the world—and I cordially 
Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, | rejoice in your adherence to 
to the Chriftians who are {your principles—I fincerely 
re{pectively connected with | wifh you to be endowed with 
them. wifdom accurately to difcern 

15 To Philologus, Julia, { what is good, and to be en- 
Nereus, to his fitter, to Olym- { tirely uninfected with the con- 
pas, and to all their Chriftian } tagion of what is evil. 
friends and domeftics. 20 God the fupreme donor 

14 We beg our moft affec- | of happinefs will very fpeedily 
tionate remembrance to every } crufh the * adverfary under 
one of your fociety — The p your feer—May the favour 
Chriftian congregation fend | of our Lord Jelus Chnift ever 
their falutations. attend you! Amen. 

§—17 I ENTREAT you, §—21 Timotuy my af- 
my Chrilian brethren, care- § fifiant in the miniftry, Lucius, 
fully to remark fuch, who j Jafon, and Sofipater my coun- 
foment difcord and diffentions, | trymen, defire their remem- 
and raife prejudices in others } brance. 
acain{t Chriftianity-— adctine , 22 } Tertius, the ama- 
contrary to the doctrine in * nuenfis who wrote this epittle, 

affure 


ge 
_ariivans. 


rufa] 
“ori 


42 
affure you of my Chrittian 
love and affection for you. 

23 Gaius my hoff, in whofe 
houie all Chriftians find an 
hofpitable reception, prefents 
his affectionate love. With 
him join Eraftus the trea- 
furer of the city, and Quartus 
a Chriftian brother. 

24 May the favour of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ever ac- 
company you all! Amen. 

§—25 To that Being, who 
is able to confirm and eftablifh 
you in your principles, ac- 
cording to that difpenfation 
which I am commiffioned to 
propagate and publifh in the 
world, according to that di- 
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vine revelation, with which 
all former ages were totally 
unacquainted, 

26 but which in the prefent 
age, by the direction of the 
eternal God in accomplith- 
ment of the predictions of 
the antient prophets, hath been 
moit glorioufly difplayed, and 
promulgated among all the 
Heathen countries, to influence 
them to the reception and 
obedience of its heavenly doc- 
tiines 2 

27° To. the..one dole, . i- 
premely wife, God, be glory, 
through Jefus Chrift, afcribed 
through all the revolving apes 
of eternity! Amen. 
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Chrift, 
Chriftian brother, 

2 to the church of God 
in Corinth, who have been 
diftinguifhed with the privi- 


i ord, 


3 every bleffing and feli- | 
city from Ged our fupreme | 
our Lord | 
| of this, that Being, by whofe 


parent, and from 


Jefus Chrift. 


4 Reflections on the be- | 
| have been invited to a parti- 


nignity that God hath ex- 


prefied for you in favouring { 
you with the Chriftian reve- 3 
lation, perpetually All me with | 
‘dear Chriftian brethren, fo- 
j lemniy to adjure you by the 


the warmett acknow ledoments 
to the Deity on your account. 


5 For fince your reception 
of Chriftianity you have been § Chrift, 
liberally endowed with every | 


| many and concord, that you 


miraculous gift and fpiritual 
power 


6 as indeed at Art by thefe | 


aftonifhing operations thetruth 
fof the Chriftian religion was 
»AUL by divine ap- | 
pointmentconftituted | 
an apoftle of Jefus | 
and Softhenes myjn 
fferred upon you, that you 


confirmed and ratified among 
you. 

7 Such a variety of fuper- 

natural gitts hath been con- 


are not deficient in any one 


fpiritual endowment — being 
;the expectants of the future 
leges of the gofpel, and are} glorious advent of our Lord 
denominated its profeffgrs— | Jefus Chrif, 
we affectionately ‘wifh to you | 
and to all every where who | 
embrace the religion of Jefus | 
Chrift, their and cur common } of his gofpel, and at his glo- 
| rious appearance acknowledge 


§ who will to the end of 
this mortal life eftablith you 
in the belief and obedience 


you for his virtuous and irre- 
proachable followers. 
9 For the accomplifhment 


diftinguifhed poodnels you 


cipation of Chriftian privi- 
leges, may be confided in. 
§--10 PERMIT me, my 


name of our Lord Jefus 
that you would all 
{tudy to promote mutual har- 


would quell thofe unhappy 
difentions char now fubfift 
among 


44 Pau firfi Epiftle Chap. i. 
among you, and, for the fu- {the religion of a crucitid 
ture, that you would be united § perfon would be totally anni 
to each other in the bonds of j hilated : 
inviolable affection and una-j{ 18 for to preach a crm. 
nimity. fed leader appears to the ur. - 
11 For I have been in-.f converted Heateus the her, 
formed, my fellow Chriftians, ‘of infatuation and trea: Ly 
by fome of Chloe’s family, but to ws, the protetlors of 
that there are difcords among j the cofpel, it evinces iii to 
you. be an illufticus difplay of 
12 1 am told, for example, j the uncontrowlavle power of 
that in your fociety one de- j the Almigicy. 
clares for Paul, another for{ 19 apes to this are 
Apollos, a third for Copper following words of the 






a fourth for Chrift. prophet Haiah : “ T will an- 
13 Is Chrift divided ? — § nul the wifdom of the philo- 
Was it Paul, who was cruci- j fopher : I will fuperiede the 
ned for yon—Was it into the  fagacity of the learned fage.” 
profeffion of Paul’s religion? 20 Where is the philofo- 
that you were baptized ? pher ? Where is the profefior 
14 1 thank God I baptized j famed for fuperior erudition ? 
§ none of you, except Crifpus Where is the fpeculative en- 
and Gaius. quirer into nature ? — Hath 
15 So that no one can fay, | not God in this moft fignal 
that I initiated him into any ,inflance fhown human wit 
religion of my own. Fand wildom to be egregious 
t6 I find indeed that I; error and folly ? 
baptized too the family of 21 For when, in the wife 
Stephanas, but I ieee ref cheme of the divine difpen- 
collect any one perfon befides. | tations, the world, through 
§—17. For it was not.to # an affectation of wifdom, had 
baptize, but to propagate the elo oft all confiftent notions of 
doétrines of Chriftianity, us the Deity ; God was * highly 
Jefus deputed me among’! pleafed to inierpofe, and in 
mankind--to propagate Cari- this fuppofed abfurd method 
ftianity, not by the dint of} to fave thofe who are dilpoled 
fuperior ee gur ice and phi- j to embrace it. 
lofophy—a method, by which . a2 For at a time, when 
the 
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¢ They muft therefore have been baptifed by Paul's companions, for 
mary of them were baptifed : See Acts ven 8. 
b Evd oxysey had a complacency init, See the fame word Matt. iu. 17. 
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choice of the untutored and 
illiterate to fhame the philo- 
fopher and the fage: God 
hath madechoice of the weak. 
eit inftruments to abafh gran- 
deur and greatnefs : 

28 and the inglorious, the 
defpicable, the obfcure of this 










the Fews are demanding 
grand = ftriking miraculous j 
prodigies ; and the Greeks are| 
occupied in philofophical re-| 
fearches : 

23 we are preaching a {fyf- 
tem of religion, whole found- 
er fuffered on a crofs—which | 
the Yews accordingly regard ¢ world hath God made choice 
with the laft averfion; and tof to overturn the prefent 
the Greeks treat as the moft } powerful eftablifhments. 
ablurd folly. f §=62g And this divine fcheme 

34 But to évery convert, ¢ he hath thus planned and exe- 
both from among the Jews ;cuted, in order that no mor- 
and the Greeks, Chriftianity ftal might boaft of it as the 
evinces itfelt to beethe power § effect of his fuperior wifdom 
otf God and the wildom of j and erudition. 

God. 30 And it is folely owing 

25 For this divine fcheme, jto his benevolence that you 
which is accounted fuch folly, § are favoured with the privi- 
infinitely tranfcends all the Jieges of the + Chriftian reli- 
wifdom of mortals: and this §gion—which hath approved 
divine contrivance, which is ficfelr to us to be the effect of 
treated as fuch weakne/s, is {the divine witdom and benig- 
fironger than all the oppofi- # nity, and a icheme calculated 
tion of the world. to promote our advancement 

26 You fee then, my Chrif- gin holinefs, and our complete 
tian brethren, the nature of j redemption. 
that religion you have em-¢ 31 So that as the prophet 
braced: that not many of the j fays, ‘* Let him, who glo- 
modern philofophers, notjrieth, glory folely in the di- 
many pofieffed of power and j vine goodnets.” 
influence, not many illuftri- 
ous and dignified perfonages, 
are concerned in planning 
and propagating it among 
mankind : 


27 But God hath made 
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I FLEN I firlt pub- 
lifhed the doctrine 

of divine revelation among: 
you, 


; 
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i Fefus Chrift is very oitert ufed for Ais recigion, as Plato is frequently ufed 
for the dofrines of Plato. In Chriff Fofus neither circumeifion availeth an 
éhing: thatis, ander toe Chrifitan reiigien, -Galat. vi. 15. 


46 
you, I {tudied not to embel- 
lith ic by elegance of diction, 
or the diiplay of fuperior 
wifdom. 

For it was my fixed re- 
folution to difclaim all know- 
ledge among you, except the 
knowledge of Jelus Chrift, 
and of his‘crucifixion. 

3 | appeared among you 
in tremor and diffidence, in a 
plain artlefs undi{guiled man- 
ner, 

4 and my public difcourtes 
did not recommend them- 
felves by any elaborate per- 
{uafive arts of human {cience 
and erudition, but were con- 
firmed and demonftrated to 
you by fpiritual gifts and m}- 
mca operations. 

- So that your conviction 
of “the truth of Chriftianity 
was not gained by a difplay 
of human wifdom, but of di- 
vine power. 

6 Thofe, however, who 
have attained a clear know- 
ledge of Chriftianity, know 
that the doctrines we publih 
are the only true philofopby 
— not indeed that philofophy, 
which is in vogue in the pre- 
fent age, or that philotopny 
which is countenanced by its 
great and dignified rulers and 
povernors-—whofe power and 
authority will foon be an- 
uulled: 

7 but we pubhfh that 
Scheme of divine philefophy, 
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which hath, till the prefent 
period, been totally unknown 
in the world ; but with which 
God intended to blefs us lone 
before the order of his dii- 
penfations commenced : 

8 a divine icheme, which 
none of the governors of the 
prefent age were acquainted 
with — had they been ac- 
quainted with it, they never 
would have crucified its fa- 
cred teacher. 

9 Bur as the prophet fays, 
¢¢ Eye hath not feen, ear hath 
not heard, nor Ree the 
thoughts of men ever form- 
ed a conception of thofe blef 
fines, which God _ hath pre- 
pared for his virtuous vota- 
ples. 

ro But to us hath God 

een pleafed to reveal by his 
Spirit thefe glorious dilcove- 
ries—for the Spirit explores 

all things, and dives into the 
pr pfound depths of the divine 
counfels. 

1¢ For as it is the mind 
alone of one man that judges 
of the temper and dilpofition 
of another—fo it is the Spirit 
of God that is acquainted 
with the meafures and defigns 
of the Supreme. 

T2 Bur we -have-not“tre- 
ceived thrat fpirit which dic- 
tates to us merely human 
wifdom : but we have recci- 
ved that divine Spirit which 
oives us a clear knowledge 
S34 
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merly addrefs myfelf to vow 
y y 


which the divine benignity } as men governed by reafon, 


hath freely conferred upon 
US. 

13. Which bleffings we 
proclaim to the world, not 
with chofe ftudied arts of elo- 
quence and polifhed diction, 
which human wifdem hath 
invented : but in the manner 
which the holy Spirit dictates 


—adapting virtuous fpiritual 


inftruction to the {piritual and 
Virtuous ; 

14 for a fenfual man is 
morally incapable of admit- 
ting {piritual inftruction— to 


juch an cne it appears the. 


heigth of abfurd folly—he is 
totally incapacitated for fuch 
knowledge—the virtuous a- 
lone are here qualified to be 
the proper judges. 

15 But the rational vir- 
tuous mind difcerns the wif 
dom of the whole glicrious 
{cheme—but no mortal can 
explore the countels of its fu- 
preme auther himfelf : 

,46 for who is acquainted 
with the defigns of the Al- 
mighty ? Who will arrogant- 
ly affume to inftrué him in 
his procedures P— But in the 
purpofes and intentions of 
Jefus we are clearly inftruG@- 
ed, 

CTA. PB. ..abLt, 


19 Ndeed, my Chriftian bre- 
thren, I could not for- 


, but rather as governed by 


your paffions, and as proper- 
ly babes in Chriftianity. 

2 The nutriment I admi- 
niftered to you was milk, and 
not meat—a regimen the lat- 
ter, which your moral con- 
{titutions were ¢hex not able 
to bear; nor are wow able to 
{upport. 

3 For full, itill you “are 
{wayed by your animal paf- 
fions—for when fuch animo- 
fities, fuch difcords, fuch fac- 
tious diffentions rage among 
you, are you not, think you, 
governed by your paffions, 
and aét as men under the 
controul of their irregular 
affections ? 

4 For when one of you is 
declaring for Paul, a fecond 
clamouring for Apollos, are 
you not under the guidance 
of carnal principles? : 

5 But who is Paul, and 


! who is Apollos, but merely 


inftruments, by which the 
doétrines of Chriftianity wesc 
communicated to you, and 
whofe muiniftrations among 
you God was pleafed to fuc- 
ceed." 

6 I caft the feed into the 
foil: Apollos watered it : but 
it was God who informed it 
with the principles of vege- 
tation. 

7 50 that neither the per- 

fon 
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fon who fowed the feed, nor 
the perfon who watered it, 
meric any regard, but that 
Being who gave it its growth. 

8 Hle who fowed, and he 
who watered, are upon the 
fame level: and each of us 
fhall only be rewarded ac- 
cording to our refpective la- 
bours. 

g For we only co-operate 
under God—it is § God who 
bleffed the culrure—it is God 
who reared the fabric. 

to According to the abi- 
Jities with which God hath 
endowed me, J, lke a fkill- 
ful architect, laid the foun- 
dation, but another is raifing 
the fuperftructure — But lec 
every man be cautious what 
fuperitructure he raifes. 

11 For no one can lay a 
foundation of Chriitianity 
different from what I have 
already laid, which is, felus 
the Meffiah. 

12 Bur then if any perfon 
pile upon this firm batis gold, 
filver, coitly jewels—or wood, 
hay, fiubble : 

12 the fuperftructure, that 
every perfon hath thus raifed, 
hall be brought to an infal- 
lible tett—for that awful day, 
which fhall be difplayed in 
fire, will difcover the true 
nature of the materials—fire 
will be the critcrion of the 
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real quality of every perfon’s 
re{pective work. 

14 If any perion’s additi- 
onal labours abide this fevere. 
tceft, he fhall be rewarded : 

16 butif any one’s appen- 
dages diffolve and fink in the 
flanes, his fhowy flructure 
will perifh: but he himfelt 
fhall be refcued from its 
fate, but with that difficulty, 
with which a perfon makes 
his efcape through incircling 
flames. 

16 Do you not know that 
you are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God ! 
refideth in you? | 

17 If any perfon pollute 
the temple of God, God wil! 
devote him to deitruction— 
for the temple of God is an 
holy and facred manfhon— 
which temple you figurative - 
Iv ate, 

18 Let no one fondly im- 
pofe upon himfelt —— if any 
perfon among you makes ar- 
rogant pretenfions to iuperior 
human wifdom, let him dit- 
claim all this knowledge in 
order to become truly wile 

rg lor the wifdom fo ce- , 
lebrated in the prefent age 1s 
folly in the divine efumation 
— for as the prophet exprefics 
«© Tle embarralics and con- 
founds the wife arnidit ail 
their fubtil refinements. 
eo LNG 


Chap. iv. 
20 And in another place, 
‘© The great God is perfectly 


acquainted with the f{pecula- | 
tions of the wile, and knows 
f finifter views, yer this will 
; not exculpate me in the efti- 
therefore, ¢ 
'to whofe decifion I fubmit 
;myfelf, is God. 


them to be vain and vifio- 
nary.” 

_ oF ‘cet inoone 
boaft of the fplendid attain- 
ments of any morta!—for all 


things are but fubfervient to | 


your beft interefts : 

22 Whether Paul, 
ther Apollos, whether Cephas, 
whether the world, whether 
life, whether death, whether 
the prefent, whether the fu- 


ture—all ¢hefe things are but | 
| hearts—Then fhall every vir- 
}tuous perfon receive the ap- 


. plaufe of God. 


fubfervient to your beft inte- 
refts. 

23 But you are the fervants 
of Chritt, and Chrift is the 
fervant of the Deity. 

Cuap. iv. 1. Let every 


perfon regard us only as the | 


fervants of Chrift, and as 
merely ftewards under God 
to difpenfe thofe truths which 
he hath now revealed to 
mankind. 

2 Now the principal qua- 
ification that is required in a 
fteward, 
himlelf faithful to his maf- 
ter. 

3 But with regard to my 
@wn character, it would not 
give me the leaft concern to 
have it determined by you, 
or by any human verdict— 

NOI LI. 
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p neither do I decide it my- 


whe- § 
jadventof our exalted Lord— 
!who will bring into light 
| things that have been wrapped 
lin the fhades of darknefs, and 


is, that he approve § 





4g 
felf. 


4 For though I am not 
confcious to my felf of any 


mation of others—the Being, 


5 Do not you, therefore, 
pronounce rafhly on any one’s 
chara@er before the fecond 


will take off the vail from all 


6 Ihave, my Chriftian bre- 


| thren, transferred this to my- 


felf and to Apollos merely for 
your fakes, to inftract you 
not to rate your minifters 


j above the ™ ftandard I have 
/fixed in the defcription of 
| their office; and to prevent 
| your being inflated with arro- 


gance and vain glory on ac- 


Fcount of your refpective lea- 


ders. 

7 For who is it firft be- 
ftowed upon you thefe diftin- 
suifhing bleffings ? What {pi- 
ritual eifts do you poffefs 
which you received not ? And 
if you received them, why do 
you glory juft as if you had 

1s acquired’ 


m Wamely, as only planterry waterers, flewards under God, 
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acquired them fulely by they felves with the labour of our 
dint of your own abilities, } own hands—reviled, we ble(s: 
and not received them as the 4 tortured, we futtain. 
donation of another ? 1? Loaded with the moft 
You are now, however, | opprobrious calumnies, we 
abundantly | fatisGed with your | conjure and entreat — to the 
prefent ituation—you live in { prefent moment we are re- 
eile and affluence—you reign, | garded as the filth of the 
like princes, in our ablence } world, the refute of all {o- 
—and |] wtth indeed you did # ciety. 
reion, that we too mish 14 ] write not this to co- 
fhare the felicity of your hap- | ver you with confufion, bur 
py kingdom: to cive you a leffon of Jalu- 
g for I think that God tary inftruction, as my beio- 
hath brought out us his apo- ved children. 
ftles laft ues the Mage, as 15 For tho’ you may have 
devoted to death—for we are | ten thoufand different pre- 
become a moit mierable | ceptors in Chriftianity, yer 
{fpectacle to the world, to an- ¢ you have not many fathers— 
vels and to men. for as the converts of Chriiti- 
10. JY emie accounte d feels anity you are folely my ge- 
for our attachment to the} you offspring. 
Chniftian S08 Nee are ne Ol Chtreatevouy “cher 
feffors endowed with diftin- oe to propole my example 
guifhed zo dow —- jie are la-flasa ee for your mmtation. 
bouring under Inpirmities : vow 17 To engace you to this, 
are exulting in health andj have difpatche -d to vou Ti 
Sirenzth —you live in renown: | mothy, my amiable convert. 
qe in diffrace. pend who hath approved lus 
it From the firfk com- | fide! ity to the pee caule 
saree ane a our OU has will give you a minute 
to the Pi nf moment we f account of my einen aS a 
pine with Fi Mineet, are piled PChriftian, and what inftruc- 
with thirft, our naked bodies # tions I every where inculcate 
expoled to the cold, mangled fon eve: ‘y fociety of Chrittians, 
with bruifes, and toffed trom 18 Some of you have been 
piace to place in uncertain f puffed up with an imagina- 


.3 


wandering. tion, that I would not re-vifit 
12 During thefe fcenes we # you. 
fubmit to the toi of menial 19 But I propofe, by the 


drudgery — iupporting our- ydivine permiflicn, very ne 
4 
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ly to come among you—then § fon, yet prefent in mind, have 
1 fhall know what miraculous Steady determined, 
powers thefe arrogant boatt- 4 that you fhould in the 
ers exert: for I fhall not re- 1 moit folemn manner convene 
card their eloquent elaborate | the whole Chrittan affembly, 
difcourfes : over whom my ainzd, as my 
20 for the Chriftian king-{ proxy, fhall prefide, and in 
dom is not enlarged and elta- § the name of our Lord Jetus 
blifhed by tludied rhetorical § Chrift, and armed with his 
; difcouries, but by miraculous § authority, 
operations. , 5 that you fhould excom- 
§—21. How are you de-gmunicate the perfon, who 
firous J fhould act? Would hath committed this flagitious 
you have me come amongit { crime, from the church, and 
you with the apoftolic rod off expel him from among you 
fevere dicipline, or, with the ae the feathen worid again 
| 





mild amiable f{pirit of lenity {| —thar God may infli& fome 


oe love? punifhment upon his ded, 
Cuap. v. r. For Iam in-} that may iffue in the faiva- 
formed that there is an hein- 4 tion of his foul in the day of 
ous crime perpetrated among ¢ Chrift, 
you—a crime, of a moft atro-4 = 6 Your exultation in your 
cious nature, for which even § leader is far from being lau- 
the Heathens themfelves want § dable—Don’t you know that 
a name—one of your fociety # a little leaven foon diffufeth 
lives in an inceftuous com-§ its influence thro’ the whole 
merce with his fathers % mafs”? 
wife. 4 Axtermimate, therefore, 
2 And you have been in-- the old leaven from among 
flated with fuch pride andj you, that you may become a 
ipirit of party, that; in{tead 7 pure unfermented mafs—For 
of being filled with general} Chrift, our pafchal lamb, was 
grief and horror at fuch a’ immolated for us. 
crime, and inflantly expel-{ 8 Let us, therefore, cele- 
ling him, you have fuffered 4 brate the folemn feftival, not 
the euilty perfon to continue} with old leaven, not with the 
a member of your fociety. 4 pernicious mixture of vice 
3 1, though abient in per-} and immorality, but with the 
| Oe falurary 











Grex totus in arris 
Gaius frabie cadit, S porrigine parci. 


§2 
dalutary unadulterated food 
of fincerity and truth. 

9 I formerly wrote to you 
to break all friendly conec- 
tions with debauchees : 

xo yet this command doth 
not extend to the entire dif- 
folution of a//l focial inter- 
courfe, either with the de- 
bauchee, with the avaricious, 
with the rapacious, or with 
the idolater of the prefent 
ace—for if it did, you muit 
quit all connections with the 
world. 

11 But #zow I write to you, 


That if a Chrifiian brother | 
fthe petty interests of this vain 


avarice, of idolatry, of de- | life. 


of drunkennets, of | 


that you ought tof'difputes about your fecular 


! concerns, do you {ubmit them 
| to the decifion of magiftrates, 
an immoral perfon, and even f who are, as being Heathens, 
| dilagreeable to the fociety ? 


be culty of debauchery, of 


Pc on: 
rapacity : 
break all the moft intimate 


ties of friendfhip with fuch | 


expel him from your tables. 
12 Itis not for me to judge 
theie who 


are the members of it 2 


13 To judge thofe who | 


are ovt of the church belongs 
folcly to God—but do you, 
as itis your duty, expel that 
wicked inceftuous perfon from 
your fociety. 


CG iva. 651, 


zr £O NAN any of you, 
4 hath a ditlerence with 


Pauss Buft Episile 


i gels? 





are out ot the] 
church—but why don’t you § 


pais fentence on thofe who | 
fall, poflefied of fufficient abi- 


who | 
| fhows 


Chap. Vie 


another, brook the indignity 
of having recourfe to LHea- 
thens, to have it decided by 
them, and not by your fel- 
low Ghats P 
2 Don’t you know that 
a Chriftians fhall judge the 
world ?—and if the final con- 
dition of the world is to be 
pee by their fentence, do 
ou judge yourlelves unwor- 
thy to determine the moft 
trivial controverfies ° 
3 Do you not know that 
We “ChHR ARE fhall judge an- 
—— how much more 
ught we not to decide in 


4 When you have anv 


2 


5 You have really juft 
caufe for being afhamed — 
What! is there never an in- 
telligent perfon among you 


lities to decide the difterences 
that arife among his Chniftian 
brethren, and in whofe un- 
exceptionable arbitration you 
can acquiefce ? 

6 But one Chriffian quar- 
rels with another, and inftant- 
ly repairs to Heathens to ad- 
judge his caufe ! 

7 Not to mention, that ir 
your preicnt attain- 

ments 


Chap. vi. 
ments in Chriftianity in no 
very amiable light, that you 
Ahave fuch controverfies one 
with another -~- Why don’t 
you rather fubmit to injurious 
ufage ? Why don’t you ra- 
ther fuffer yourfelves to lofe 
part of your property ? 

8 But now one profeffor 
hefitates not to injure and de- 
traud even his Chnitian bro- 
ther. 

g But don’t you confider 
that perfons guilty of injuf- 


fo fhe CORINTHIANS. 
‘things, but IT will not fuffer 


ys 


myfelf to be enflaved by any 
thing. 

13 Food was formed for 
the belly, the belly for fvod : 
but God will abolifh both the 
one and the othcr—The body 
was not defigned for fenfual 
indulgences, but for Jefus: 
as Jefus was for a mortal 


| body : 


14. and as the Deity raifed 
Jelus from the grave; fo by 
the exertion of his almighty 


tice fhall be for ever exciuded § power he will reanimate your 


from the kingdom of God? 
—Deceive not yourfelves— 
neither the debauchee, ner 
the idolater; «for the acaltes 
rer, nor the lihidinous, nor 
the fodomite, 

ro nor the thief, nor the 
mifer, nor the drunkard, nor 
the flanderer, nor the rapa- 
cious, fhall ever be admitted 
into the kingdom of God. 

1x Of this chara¢ter were 
fome of you formerly — but 
now you have received an 
ablution, a remiffion, a gra- 
tuitous acquittal from all 
your pait crimes by your re- 
ception of the Chriftian reli- 
gion, which was confirmed 
by the miraculous operations 
of the Spirit of our God. 

§—12. | Have a liberty 
to ufe all things —~ but it is 
improper I fhould ufe this 
liberty in its utmoft extent. 
I haye a liberty to ufe all 


dull. 

15 Don’t vou know that 
your bodies are the members 
of Chrift ?>—Wilt thou then 
debafe the members of Chrift, 
to the vileft eratifications ot 
fenfe ?—forbid it decency ! 

16 Don’t you know that 
he, who is united with a pro- 
{titute, becomes one Jody with 
her ?--‘* Thefe two, faid God, 
fhall be one body.” 

17 But he, who is united 
to Chrift, forms one fole in- 
Gividual sind with him. 

18 Fly debauchery with 
the utmott deteftation—Every 
other vice, into which the 
paffions of mentranfport them, 
doth not affect the body— 
but the debauchee vilifies and 
degrades his own body. 

19 Do not you confides 
that your body ts the temple, 
where the holy Spirit, you 
receive from God, <efideth-— 

eo and, 
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and that you are not at your Jeach other the conjugal em- 
own unlimited ditpotal? brace ; except by mutual con- 

20 For a price hath been | fent for a ae in order that 
paid to purchafe you—do you | you may wheliy devote your- 
therefore, glorify God with | elves to fatine and prayer— 
your bodies and with your | But, thefe pious offices dif 
minds, which are both his charged, do you ° return to 
property. the connubial duties, left your 
want of coniinency fhoul | je- 
auce you into any criminal 
induleencies. 

6 But what I fpeak is only 
advice, not a commend, 

7 Icould with all nen were 
as myfelf —but God hath 
oiven different perfons dit- 
terent conflitutions. 

8 But to the unmarricd 
and to widows [ declare it as 
my fentiment, That it is bef 
for them to continue uncon- 
ecked. asda. 

9g But if continence be to 
them an impracticable virtue, 
let them) unite in nuptial 
bonds — for these bonds are 
preferable to the Hames of 
huit. | 

10 But to thofe who are 
married, it is not my injunc- 
tion, but our Lord’s exprefs 
command, ** That the wite 
fhould not relinguifh her hul- 


band. 


ile Faas Fil 


t AS to thofe things, 

\ about which you con- 
fulted me in your letter-—I 
aniwer—It is beft for a man 
to abfiain from the fez. 

2 But to prevent all ecn- 
minal fenfual gratificatiens, 
let perfons of both fexes form 
the nuptial union. 

3 Let the married man 
render to his confort all due 
conjugal endearments — and 
hkewife the married woman 
to her hufband. 

4. For the married woman 
hath not abfolute dominion 
over her perfon, but the huf- 
band —in Jike manner the 
hufband hath not abfolute 
minion over his own perio 
but his fpoute. 

5 Do notooftinately refufe 


1, 
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Chap. vu. fo the 

11 But fhould fhe relin- 
quifh him, let her either con- 
tinue poe: or be 
conciled to 


iS 


her lufband.”— 
And it is ait our T.ord’s 
command, “* That the huf 


band thould not repudiate his 
wite.” 

12 but with reeard to what 
I am going farther to add, 
they are only my fentiments, 
not our Lord’s iajunctions— 
if any Chrijian have a wite, 
who 1s an zifdel, and fhe acree 
to live with him, let him not 

eject her. 

13 And it any Chriffian 
woman have an hufband, whos 
is an @zidel, and he conient 
to jive with her, let her not 
abandon him. 

14 For the difbelieving 
hufband 1s chriftianized in his 
wite, and the difbelieving wite 
in her hufband = otherwife, 
your offspring would be born 
in the corrupt ftate of Hea- 
thenilm, bue now they are 
born in the tacred privileges 
of Chriftianity. 

15 But it the disbelieving 
party will diflolve the ties of 
marriage, let them diffolve 
them——a Chriftian, of either 
fex, 1s not inflaved in fuch 
emergencies as thefe — Re- 
member, God hath by the 
goipel called us to harmony 
and concord, 


t 
a 
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16 for how doft thou know, 
Owoman! but thou mayeft 
convince and fave thy huf 
hand ? Or how doft thou 
: now, O hufband! but thou 

nayeit convince and fave thy 
wife ? 

17 Jult according as every 
perton 1s particularly fituated 
by the Almighty, yuft accord- 
ing to the civil condition 
every prion is in when he 
siete. s Chriftianity 51 in thefe 

et him continue—This 1s the 
is rine I incuicate in every 
Chritian cnuren: 

18 Doth any circumcifed 
perion embrace Chriftianity ? 

—let him not become ? un- 
circumcifed: Is any uncir- 
cumcifed perfon convinced of 
its truth ? — let him not fub- 
mit to circumcifion. 

19 Circumcifion is nothing: 
uncircumcifion 1s nothine— 
the grand fundamental article 
is, an obfervance of the di- 
vine precepts. 

20 Let every Chriftian con- 
tinue in that civil ftation he 
filled before his converfion. 

21 For example, were you 

1a flave at the time you em- 
braced the Chriftian religion ? 
—let this create no anxiety 
but, however, if you can gain 
your freedom, try to obrain 
it, as more eligible than ila- 
very. 

E 4 


ding 


me G 
22 2 


P Confult Lamy's Introduction to the Bibl>, vol. i. p.g. and, 1 Mac 
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22° He, that is found a 
flave at his converfion, com- 
mences the Lord’s free man— 
in like manner, he, who is 


then tree, commences the fer- | 
‘done nething criminal—-Such, 


Vant of Chrit. 


23 Your jiberty hath been§ 
purchated atan unmenfe price | 
—become not the flaves ot 


men. 


24 My brethren, Ifolemnly | 
enjoin every perfon to conti-§ 
nue in the fame civil relation, | 
in which he was found when] 


he aflumed the Chriftian pro- 
feffion. | 


- exprefs injunction of our Lord } 


to produce: but I fhall de- 


clare sy fentiments as one, | 
whofe fidelity our Saviour hath | 


been gracioufly pleafed to ap | 


FOVE. 


26 I think then that ont 
fgers to chearfulnefs — thole, 


which our profeffion expofes who purchafe eftztes, as thole 


us, it is beft to remain un-} 


account of the troubles, to 


married. 

27 But art thou already 
married ? — feek not to dif- 
Jolve the union—Art thou 


Chap. vit. 
free from this connection ?— 
feek not to engage 1n It. 

28 But if you marry, you 


have done nothing critninal— 


if a virgin marry, fhe hath 


in the prefent ftate of things, 
will conflict with forrows and 


ifufferings — But TU will not 
H(pread a eloomy profpect be- 


fore you. 

29 I will only fay this, my 
Chriftian brethren, that 9 hu- 
man life is tranfient and mo- 
mentary, and that the time 


Pwill foon arrive, when thofe, 
25 As to thofe who are infwho have been happy in the 
a ftate of celibacy I have no}con | 
ithofe who have not enjoyed 


this felicity : 


conjugal union, will be as 


30 Thote, who are diffol- 


ved in tears, as thote who had 


never known forrow—thole, 
who are exulting in joy, as 
thofe who were ever ftran- 


-who never poffeffed them : 


31 And thofe, who tra- 
verfe a circle of this world’s 
happinefs, as thofe who had 

| never 


1 O xaeG coveseauer@. The word cuvesaaper® is very emphatical, 


and beautifully expreflive of the very xarrscv and contraéted limits of hu- 
man life. Tas GDOLPLOMEULS AUTWY ETL CLVESAAMENAS « Their preparations 
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p. ri2t. Acepyetat pinp@ ouTY VEYWYWS %) cuves tapers Idem in 
Ponpeio. p.1202. Edit. Gr. 8vo. ‘To extend, OY contrac, a finger, EXMTAVLS 
sav daxriay 4 cuseaat Diog. Laert. p. 429, Edit, Meilom, Am/el. 1692. 


Chap. vil. 
never * enjoyed it — for the 
{cenes of this life are perpe- 
tually fhifting. 

32 1 would have you free 
from anxious care—A man, 
who 1s in a ftate of celibacy, 
is concerned about the dii- 
charge of Chriftian duties, 
follicitous how to approve 
himfelf to his Redeemer : 

33 but the cares of him, 
who is married, are occupied 
in inferior terreftrial objects, 
anxious to fecure the affections 
cf his fpoufe. 

34. There is the fame mo- 
ral difference aifo between the 
difpofitions of a married man 
and an unmarried woman-The 


e 
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virgin makes it her. anxious 
ftudy to recommend herfelf 
to the divine approbation by 
inviolably preferving her per- 
fonal and mental chattity— 
the * cares of the married 
woman center in this world, 
{tudious only to maintain her 
hufband’s love. 

35 By the above direction 
Tonly confult your advantage 
and happinefs, my defien is 
not to lay any cruel unnatural 
reftraint upon you—my fole 
view is, that you may, with 
becoming propriety, devote 
yourfelves to the duties of 
Chriftianity with minds en- 
tirely * ditembarratfed from 
the 


 Karoscpepreves is here ufed in a good fenfe, as the whole paflage requires, 


and as it 1s generally ufed in Greek writers. 
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the diftraction of all fecular | confcious lam endowed with 
cares. the Spirit of God 

36 But if any perfon think 
it wrong he fhoukl pafs the 
flower and prime of lite in a 
ftate of celibacy, and that it} 1 YY ITH regard to thofe 
is his incumbent duty to form y things that are fa- 
the conjugal union ; Jet him } crificed to idols, I know very 
aét according to the dictates } well you are all poffeffed of 
of his own judgement — he f knowledee moft accurately 
doth nothing criminal — let Pte d: tineuith here—but re- 
them marry. | member, knowledge inflates, 

37 But he, who hath form- 4 but benevolence improves 
eda deliberate rclolution, § and dignifies the mind. 
and finds no neceffity of in. 2 But tf any perfon ts ela- 
fringing it: he who hath his ¢ ted with extravagant ideas of 
appetites in proper fubjection, | his fuperior knowledge, he 
and hath laid himfelf under , forfeits all juft pretenfions to 
a fixed determination not to ee) branch of ufeful know- 
violate the laws of continence 
and chaflity, is worthy of] 3 aes it the Deity be the 
applaufe. ee object of any per- 
20-00" ‘that he, who mar- ti jon’s- love, the." De: 8 will 

t 
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rieth, doth well: he, who mar- § iliuminate his mind with the 
rieth net, doth better. knowledge of his perfections 
39 It 1s unlawful for a wo- ba nd will, 


man to abandon her hufband, 4. With regard then to eat- 
while he is living—when he } ing things that are facrificed 


hath paid the debt to nature, + to idols—I know that an idol 
fhe ts at full liberty to marry fis a mere fiGtitious creature 
whom fhe pleafes—provided | of the imagination, and that 


he be a Chriftian profeffor. J there is no God, but the one 

40 But fre is much hap-{ fupreme Father of all. 
pier if fhe continue a widow, 6 For though there are 
in my judgment—and I am #thofe nominal beings, who 
are 
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Chap. vu. 
are vulgar rly {tiled deities, a and 
fuppofed to refide, fome in 
heaven, fome on the earth— 
a great mult iplicity cf gods 
aad tutelar powers : 

6 yet to us Chriftians there 
is but * ON E fole fupreme 
God, the Father of the uni- 
yerfe— from whom all things 
originally derived their extit- 
ence, and for whom we were 
created—and but one Lora 
and governor, Jefus the Mef- 
fiah, whom the Deity em- 

ployed as his inftrument to 
form all things, and to form 
us. 


7 But all Chriftians have 
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59 
ter, nor if we refrain, the 
worfe, Chriffians. 

g Bur be cautious left your 
liberty, in this refpect, prove 
a ftumbline-block to weaker 
Chriftians, 

10 For iv a perfon fhould 

appen.toice thee, who art 


pofieffed of fuch juit and ju- 


dicious difcernment, feaftine 
in an Heathen temple, will 
not the doubting conicience 
of fuch a weak perfon be fe- 
duced, by thine example, to 
partake too of the fame en- 
tertainment ? 

11 Confequently, your fu- 
perior knowledge will be the 


not the fame clear exact {| unhappy meins “of deftroying 


knowledge with regard 
thefe ofierings — for ome, 
even 0, fit down to th 


repaft, perfuaded in Hee 
minds, that they are eating | 
things aes to real ex- 


vting deities — by which 
means their weak undifcern- 
ine coniciences become ftain- 
Bee with euilt. 

8 It is not food indeed 
that recommends us to the 
divine acceptance—for if we 
eat or thefe facrifices, we are 
not on that account the bet- 


i 
coniciences, 





-a Chriftian brother, for whom 
| Jefus fhed his blood. 

12 By this criminal feduc- 
tion of your brethren into 
things they deem unlawful, 
f and “wounding their weak 
you offend a- 
gainit the laws of Chriftia- 
nity. 

12 If my food therefore 
betrays my Chriftian brother 
into fin, I would never tafte 
flefh again, that I might not 
be accefiary to my brother’s 
cullt. 


C HE:ArP. 


Y Eis tats aaniciamiv, as es Ozesy 
Os cupearoy reveve, my yaar Ketit cab, 
Tlatey Te yapswov cid mee ugveuov Gias. 
Sophocles apud 1, Martyr. Cobortatio. ad Graces 
PD. O53. Maite O70 51 703. 
Qu yee pervert cy EIS Z€ TOS Geaacs 19G- 
Oedip. Tyran. 865. 


Ho 
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I M J not an apoftle ? : 


Have I not liberty 
to ufe the privileges of the 


apoftelic cfice ? Have J nor | 


been favoured with a fight of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift? Are 
not you yourfelves the monu- 
ments of my minifterial la- 
bours in the gofpel ? 

2 If I am not an apoftle to 


others, yet moft undoubtedly | 
Jam to you— Your conver- | 
Finftruction to us —— that he 
}who plows, ought amidft his 
‘labour to traniport himfelt 


fion to Chriftianity is the feal 
and fanction of my apoftle- 


fhip. 


3 Tothofe, who fit as ju- | 
dicial enquirers into my con- | 
duct, I offer the following | 
t fhould be urged with the joy- 


vindication of myfelf : 


4 Am I not entitled, inf 


virtue of my labours, to a} fruits of his toil. 


common maintenance ? 
Ribiave-nOtsa Went, ie) 


me a Chriftian woman to pro- 


vide me accommodations on | 
my travels, as other apoftles, | 
as our Lord’s brethren, and | 
| are now enjoying it? — Yet 

6 Are Barnabas and myfelf J 
the only perfons, who have | 


-as Peter doth ? 


no right to plead an exemp- 
tion from menial labour ? 

7 What foldier ever ferves 
a campaign at his own ex- 
pence ?— Who plants a vine- 
yard, and doth not tafte the 
genial grape >—Who feeds a 
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flock, and eats not of the 


: milk ? 


8 But do the principles of 
reafon, merely, dictate thefe 
arguments ? — Doth not the 
law add its fanétion to them ? 

9 For the law of Mofes 
exprefsly fays, ** Thou fhalt 


‘not muzzle the ox, while he 
|is employed in treading out 
tthe corn.” — But doth the 
; great God intereft himfelf a- 


bout oxen ? 
10 No! undoubtedly this 
was inculcated as a leffon of 


with the hope of enjoying 
the golden harveft — that he 
who threfhes out the corn, 


ful expectation of reaping the 


1r If we have fown a- 


‘monet you celefial feed, 13 1t 
pleafe, to carry along with f unreafonable we fhould reap 


ia terreftial harvett ? 


12 Are we not better en- 
titled to a fhare of your afflu- 
ence, than fome others, who 


this right we never pleaded— 
but induftrioufly refigned all 
fuch claims, that we might 
not in the leaft impede the 
gofpel in its progrets. 

13 Don’t you know that 
thofe, who are employed in 
the temple-fervice, acquire a 
maintenance from the tem- 

ple °--- 


Chap. ix. 
ple ? — Don’t thofe, who at- 
tend the altar, gain a liveli- 
hood by fuch an attendance ? 

14 In lke manner hath 
our Lord alfo enjoined, that 
thofe, who preach his gofpel, 
thould derive their fupport 
from their minifterial labours. 

15 But I never pleaded 
any of thefe precepts — nor 
have I written this to demand 
{uch a maintenance as my 
right—for I had infinitely ra- 
ther perifh for want than that 
any perfon fhould deprive me 
of the pleafing conicious 
caufe I have to boatt : 

16 not that J have any 
reafon to boaft of my mini- 
iterial fun¢tion—for | am un- 
der an indifpenfable obliga- 
tion to difcharge it — and 
dreadful will be my fate, it I 
perform not the duties of this 
facred office ! 

17 For if with chearfulnefs 
I execute them, a reward is 
‘referved for me—if with re- 
luctance, yet {till the difpen- 
fation hath been intrufted to 
me. 

18 What then is the re- 
ward | reap ? — I deem this 
an abundant recompence— 
the confcioufnefs of my dif- 
intereftednefs in preaching 
Chriftianity, and the agree- 
able reflection, that I have 
never claimed thofe * rights, 
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to which, as a minifter, I am 
entitled. 

19 For being free from all 
obligations of this kind to 
any man, I have enflaved 
myfelf to every man, that I 
might gain a ereater harveft 
of Chriftian converts. 

20 To the Jews, I became 
as a Jew, that I might col- 
leét converts among them— 
with thofe, who acknowledg- 
ed the law, I converfed as 
one alfo, who had the fame 
high opinion of its authority, 
that I might infinuate the 
principles of the gofpel into 
their minds. 

21 Yo thofe, who acknow- 
ledged not the law of Mofes, 
I addrefled myfelf as one not 
under that law (not indeed as 
if [ were under no law to 
God—but as fubjeé&t to the 
law of Chrift) that I might 
win them to Chriftianity. 

22 With the weak I dif- 
courfed as weak, to fecure 
their favourable regards to 
the gofpel — to every man I 
became every thing, that I 
might, by every poffible art 
I could praétife, fave fome 
immortal fouls. 

232 And this ts the con- 
duct I purfue in order to ad- 
vance the interefts of the gof- 
pel — that I may fhare the 
bleffed rewards it promifeth. 

24. Don’t 


* Namely, a maintenance, 
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t know that j 


ae0) Den ty 
in the Grecian fadium ereat 
WUILET'S 
contention to fecure the prize 
but that only exe perion wins 
and receives ? —- With the 


fame ardour and perieverance. 


de you sun, that you may 
icize the gat cr of celeftial 
glory, 


25 Every one alifc, 
centers the lifts cae poe 
tant, dubmits to.a moft ’ 
pid and fevere regimen — 
Lhey do this to gain a fing 
chaplet—but in our view i 
hung up the uniading realty 
of immortality. 

2.6 With this in profpedt, ; 
{run the chriftian race—net 
diftrefied with wretched un- 
certainty concerning its final | 
iffue—I engage as a comba- 
tant—but deal not my blows 
in empty air. 


run with the utmott | 


Chap. x. 

27 But l enure my body 
to the fevereft diicipline, and 
Din “ail “its appetites into 
py biccti on: left, when I have 

» proclaimed the glorious 
a to others, I fhould, ar 
laft, be rejected as unworthy 
to obtain 1t. . 


CPL fees. A 


rg Would not have you 


i ionorant, my Chrifhan 
brethren, that all cur ancef- 
stors were under the cloud, 
and all pafied through the 
Ifea: 

2 and in the cloud, and in 
the ica were all baptized into 
the molaic inflitution : 

3 and all eat the fame mi- 
raculous food : 

4 and all drank the fame 
miraculous draught—tor they 


drank 


y The following reprefentation of the Chriftian race muf make a ftrong 
impreffion upon the minds of the Corztoaus, as they were io often {pectta- 
tors of thole games that were celebrated on the Uihmus. 

2 What this rigid and fevere rs duen Was to which the combatants in 


thefe games were previ: oufly cbliged 
paflige in Lpitetus. 

ops} yee alee 
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Gersis Crumrrion winners 5 
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to fubmiut, we learn from the following 
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wersas. Lpidie Enchirid. p. 710. 
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drank of the rock, whofe wa-} intended to be examples to 
ters miraculoufly accompant- {the ‘fews—and they are re- 
ed them—and the rock tend- 4 corded for the admonition of 
ing forth refrefhing flreams | us Coritiaus, whom God hath 
figuratively reprefents Chrift. | placed under the lait of his 
5 Yet with the majority } difpenfations. 
of ane numerous favoured 12 Wherefore let him, 
multitude, God was not plea- | who flatters himfelf that he 
jed—for the wildernefs was | ftands fecure, be cautious left 
itrown with their dead bo- ft he fall. 
cles. 13 You have, as yet, been 
6 Bur their fate is a Jeffon } affailed by no trial, but fuch 
to us Chriftians, to killin us f as the common lot of huma- 
that exceffive paffion for cri- | nity expofeth men to: and 
minal purfuits, which they fo | God may be confided in, who 
ong indulged. will not permit you to fuffer 
7 Be ye not, therefore, icio- f any trials, to which you are 
laters, hike fome of them; not equal: but will enable 
concerning whom it is recor- | you to make a virtuous and 
ded: “ The Seat fat down | honourable efcane out of 
to luxurious banquets, and } them. 
rofe up to the wantonneis of 14 Wherefore I conjure 
gaiety and frolic.” you, my dear Chriftian friends, 
8 Neither let us be guilty | fly the lealt approaches to 
of debauchery, as fome of idolatry with the utmoft hor- 
them were: in confequence | ror. 
of which three and twenty 15 1 am addreffing intelli- 
thouland all perifhed in one} gent perfons, and to intelli- 
day. gent perfons I appeal for the 
g Nor let us provoke God, reafonablenefs of what I af- 
as fome of them provoked fert. 
him, who were miferably de- 16 The cup in the eucha- 
itroyed by ferpents. aft, over which we pour our 
10 Neither let us indulge } grateful acknowledgments to 
thofe impious murmurs a- | God, doth it not reprefent our 
eainft God, which fome of | joint-participation of the blood 
hea indulged, and were cut j of Chrift ? The > loaf which 
off by the deftroying angel. | we then break, doth it not 
11 All thefe events were fymbolically reprefent our 
| joyful 


Sikes 


rt 
Mas 


heer a ee ND ee oe ere oo por’ ee ee ee a 


b Arr® here muft neceffarily fignify 42‘, as appears from verie 17, 
He all partake ex rev eves ROTEL, of one loaf, 


O4 
joyful joint-participation of 
the body of Chriltt 

17 For as a multitude of 
erains of corn compole ove 
loaf; fo the whole collective 
numbers of us Chriftians only 
form oie body—tor We ¢ 


cipate one individual loaf. 


18 With refpect to this | 
alfo, turn your reflections to f 
who eat 
| ing any enquiries 


Ifrael—Don’t they, 
of the facrifices, participate 


of the altar of the one true |} 


Ged ? 

19 Butwhat fhail 1 lay? Shall 
T aflert that an idol is 2 real 
being ? or, that whieh is fa- 
crificed to it is of any figni- 
ficancy ? 

20 Yet notwithftanding this, 
the facrifices, which the hea- 


ficed to demons, 2nd not to 


the true God—and I would j 
not have you participate with f 
Heathens tn the religious rites | 
ito you—* ‘Flus hath been 


they pay to demons. 


21 You cannot confiftently | 
1—don’t you taft¢ it on his 


drink the cup of the Lord, 


and at the fame time the cup | 
of dzemons—y ov cannot pare ; 
i {cience fake. 


ticipate of the feftival in ho- 
nour of our Lord, 
feftival in honour of dzemons. 


22 Shall we, by {uch cri-] 
expofe | 
ourfelves to the divine indig- | 
nation f—Are we able to cope | 


minal comphances, 


with his irrefiftible power ¢ 
§—23 T Have a liberty to 


, on we 
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all of | 
us, In this communion, parti- | 
}coniult his own private 


and the § 





Chap. X: 
ufe all things: but it is im- 
proper I fhould ufe this li- 
bercy in its urmoft latitude — 
Jam invefted with full liberty : 
But this full liberty of mine 
tends not to the edification of 
others. 

24 Let no perfen mercy 
good, 
but fudy the good of others. 

oe Tata Rea 1s boughr 
iN he fhambles, without mak- 
Ault tOota= 
tisty a fcrupulous con{cience. 

26 For the earth, and alt 


fits variety of creatures, are, 
iby their great Proprietor, 


freely given to men. 
Te an FHeathe# invite 


27 


fyou, and you have an inclie 
| nation to accept his invitation, 
feat of every thing that is fer 
then votaries offer, are facri- | before you, 
hany queftions at all merely 


without afkin a 


to fatisfy a {crupulous con: 
{cience. 
28 But if any perfon fay 


offered to an heathen Deity” 


account, who gave you the 
information, and for con- 


The confctence, I mean, 
rot of yourlelf, but of the 1n+ 
former — for why fhould { 
fuffer my free liberty to give 
ctence to another perion’s 
confcience ? 

30 And though I can my- 


L fel partake of: fuch and-fuch 


féod 


Chap. xi. 
food with pious acknowledg- 
ments to God for it~yet why 
fhould I fuffer myfelf to be 
reproached by another even 
for that which I myfelf can 
participate with religious gra- 
titude? 

31 Whether therefore you 
eat, whether you drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to 
promote the glory of God. 

32 Be ever cautious of 
giving any unneceffary offence 


either to Jews, to Greeks, or § 


to Chriitians. 

23 In this inoffenfive man- 
ner I myfelf act: ftudying 
to pleafe ail men in all things, 
not confulting my own in- 
tergft, but the immortal in- 
terefts of © mankind, 


Cuap. x1. 1 In this let me 
propote my conduct a pattern 
for your imitation—as herein 
} copy thé example of Chrift. 

§—2 | comMEND you, my 
Chriftian brethren, for re- 
membering all my initruc- 
tions, and that you are [o te- 
nacious of the rules and in- 
junctions I inculeated upon 

ou. 

3 But I defite you to ob- 
ferve, that of every man the 
head is Chrift, of every wo- 
man, the man, and of Chrift, 
the Deity. 

Vous i. 


© Tay oacany. 
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4 Now every man, who 
prays or fpeaks in public with’ 
his head covered, derogates 
from the dignity of Chrift his 
head. | 

5 On the contrary, every 
woman, who prays or {peaks 
in public with her head tn- 
covered, degrades the dignity 
of the man who is her head— 
for tlus is a fingularity as un- 
characteriftical of the tex as 
to have the * hair entirely cut 
off. 

6 But it a woman won’t 
confent to wear her vail, jet 
ker even have her hair cv: 
fhort like the man—but !f tz 
is to the laft degree {cand lous 
ahd indecent for a woman to 
have her hair cut fhort, or 
fhaved off, let her, for the 
fame reafon, be vailed, 

+ A man indeed otcht not 
to have his head oie as ne 
is the glorious image of God 

2 hie the woman 1s only 
the glorious image of the 
man 3_ | 

8 For the man was not 
formed pofterior to the wo- 
man ; but the woman was 
formed out cf the man. 

g Nor was the man formed 
for the woman, Dut the wo- 
man for the man. 

10 In your affemblies there- 
fore the woman ought to wear 


F a 


O: @eaasi is often ufed in this fenfe by St. Paul. 


¢ All the Grecian seomen withoy. diftintion wore their hair long and 


flowing. 
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a vail oa account of the °  raife difputes on this topic, 
heathen {pies who are pur-flet him be affured that nei- 
pofely fene to infpect your jf ther we the apoftles urge, or 


conduct. the churches of God pra¢tife, 
11 Neverthelefs, under the { any fuch cuftom 5. 
Chrifian religion, neither ot §—17 Bor in what lam 


the fexes is confidered as fe- 
parate and detached trom 
each other. 

12 For as the woman was 
formed out of the rnan, fo 1s 
the human race rropacated 
by means of the femaie—but 
the ops formation oh vee 
thro is ultimately to be re- 


o 


new going to mention I do 
not commend you—for your 
aflembling together is fo far 
from advancing your mutual 
im:provement, ‘that it rather 
defeats it. 

18 For, in the fart place, 
when you are all convened 
together in the church, I am 
informed that there are un- 
happy ditcords among you--~ 
and the information I be- 
lieve, in fome meafure, to be 
true. 

19 Indeed it is morally ne- 
ceflary there fhould be dif- 
ferences of opinion among 
you, that thofe who approve 
themfelves to be perfons of 
juperior attainments, may be- 
come confpicuous among 
you. 

20 But your affembling all 
together in one place to par- 
take a repaft, doth not con- 
ftitute a proper celebration of 
the Lord’s fupper. 


ferred to God. 

12 I appeal to you, is it 
decent for a woman to addrefs 
the Deity without a vail! ? 

I4 Doth not the univertal 
prevalence of modern ae 
tfelr teach you, that for 
man to wear long afte 
treffes, drefled in the manner 
of women, 1s the higheft in- 
decency and diferace ? 

15 But the long and flow- 
ing hair of the fair fex is their 
diftinguifhing grace and or- 
nament— for this was lavifhed 
upon them by the hand of 
nature for a covering. 

16 But if any perfon ap- 
pear diipofed to hugate, and 
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21 For 


© Ars tous efyeaces. AGcxS fignifies a meffenger. The fives whom 
Jotina fent are called afycacs ne eliap ieee: 

f The Yeui/e and Grecian ladies never appeared in public without a 
wail, Ousey yop peep@ ority amepuprcrsIar yovainGs evwpeness fays Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, p. 204. Paris. 1626. 

& That is, As that women may fray and /peak in public, xsvailed. 


° 
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21 For every one of you? 4 
‘carries along with him his re- f 
{pective fupper, and eats it, { lebrate this inftitution in com- 
jeparately, by himfelf — by | 
which meznscne hath a fcan- | 
f paichal lamb, he took the 


ty, another a plentiful, repatt. 


22 What! have you not | 


houfes to eat and drink in? 


fs it thus you proftitute the | 
honour or the church of God, | 


lfheddine of my blood, by 


and fhame thete who are in 
indigent circumftances ? — 
What fhall I fay to your? Do 
you merit my commendation 


for this ?—You are unworthy | 
Fration of me.” 


Of it. 
23 The account I received 


of this inftitution from our | 


Lord himfelf I conmmunicated 


to you—How that our Lord | 


Jefus being at fupper, the 
very night in which he was 
treacheroufly delivered into 
took bread : 

24 and, after devoutly bied- 
fing God, he broke it and 
faid, *¢ Take and eat it—This 


figuratively reprefents my bo- 
dy, which ts voluatarily fur- 


fo the CORINTHIANS, ? 


the hands of his enemies, | 


4 


rendered to be broken onthe 
crofs for your interefts—Ce- 


iInemoration of me.” 
25 After they had eat the 


cup; and, after having paid 
che fame devout acknowledg- 
ments to God, he faid,— 
**Phis wine reprefents the 


the effufion of which the new 


icovenant is fealed and rati- 
i fied - Do this, as often as you 


drink this cup, in commemo- 


26 For as often as you eat 
this facramental bread, and 
drink this facramental wine, 
you do, through all ages ull 
his glorious advent, pub- 
lickly declare the death of 


1 our Lord. 


27 Every one therefore, 


who in the celebration of this 
| ordinance eats the bread, and 
j drinks the cup, of our Lord 
fin an unworthy manner, will 


be obnoxious to that temporal 
punifhment due to this pro- 
2 flitution 


“ Collation fuppers, cen collatitiz, were cbftomary among the Greefs. 


To thete every gueft carried with him his refpective luppér, 


It feems the 


Corinthian Chrittians regarded the Lord’s /pper in the light of tuch a 


bes 


club-repaf. The following paflage ‘in Xenophon excellently illuitrates the 


Apofile’s words. 


Oucte Se Tay. x a. “ When of thofe, who met to fup, 


tome of the company had brought with them a very little, others a great 
deal of provifions, Sscrates bad the fervant either to put the little in com- 
mon, or diftribute to éach a part of it. Upon which, thefe who had 
brought a plentiful repaft with them weré beth afhtamed not to partake of 
what was ferved up in common, and net alfo to produce their own. They 
therefore put down their provifions in common, and when they enjoyed 
no more than thofe who had brought but little, they defifled from ex- 
pending much in buying viduals.” Xenophon, Memor. ib. 3c. 14. Ona 
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fticution of the body and blood 
Of “our-ord. 

28 Leta man then explore 
his conduct in this erdinance 
by the above account of it: 
and in the manner Ihave pre- 
fcribed eat of the facramenta! 
bread, and drink of the facra- 
mental cup. 

29 Tor he, who celebrates 
this inflitution in an untuit- 
able manner, jultly expoles 
himfelf to the divine punuh- 
ment, by not diferiminating 
the Lord’s fupper from a com- 
mon meal. 

30 It is for ¢47s notorious 
abufe of it, that fo many a- 
mong you labour under difea- 
fes and indifpofitions, and not 
a few fleep the fleep of death. 

31 For did we accurate- 
ly difcriminate ourlelves, we 
fhould not incur thefe divine 
influctions, 

92 But thefe chaftifements 
are impofed upon us by the 
Almighty to prevent our final 
condemnation with a disbe- 
lieving age. 

33 Wherefore, my Chri- 
ftlan brethren, when you af- 
iemble to celebrate the eucha- 
rift, {tay one for another “all 
you are all convened. 


them. 
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34 And if any one at the 
time feels the fenfations of 


hunger, let him fatisfy it at 


his own home, that you may 

not affcmble for your own 
unithment-- Other things 1 

will rectify when I come. 


‘ 


CHAP. XI. 


1 WILL now, my Chri- 
{tian brethren, give you 
direction how to form an ac- 
curate judgement concerning 
perfons ! endowed with fpiri- 
tual pitts. | 
_ 2 You know you once were 
Fleatbens, and blindly tollow- 
ing dumb and fenfelefs 1dols 
wherever your leaders would 
have conducted you. 

3 Let me then inforin you, 
that no perfon, who 1s realiy 
endowed with the * Spirit of 
God, can pronounce fefus te 
be an execrable impoftor—- 
and that no one ‘can acknow- 
ledge that Jefus is conflituted 
univerial Lord and governor, 
but who, by fuch an acknow- 
ledoment, evidently proves 
himfelf to be a€tuated by the 
Holy Spiric. | 

§ -4 DPurre are great va- 

netics 


i Ment rev avevmariney, not Spiritual gifts, but persons endowed with 


k To underftand this, let it be obferved, that the fa//2 prophets, our Lord 


had predicted fliould arife before the defirufion of “forufalen, had now 
made their appearance, and that the Chriftian church was infeited by 
them, fence this Apottolic rule to difcern fpirits. 


Chap. xi. to the 
rieties indeed of fpiritual en- 
dowments, and they all flow 
from the fame Spirit. 

5 There are great diverfi- 
tles ee miniftrations : but they 
are all imparted by the fame 
Lord. | 

6 And there are great va- 
rieties of miraculous powers , 
but une) are all derived from | 
the fame God—who 15 the 
fcle donor of every endow- 


ment that every individual} 
iflaves, or tree—we were al! 


poffeffeth. 


7 But the extraordinary 1l-} 
lumination of the Spirit is} 
communicated to every one § 
for the common good and | 
f many. 


utility of the church. 


8 For eve is by the Spiritj 
endowed with wildom—aro- | 
fam no part ef the human 
: lyftem—doth it ceafe, for that 


ther, by the fame Spirit is 
endowed with a clear and 


comprehenfive knowledge of { 


Chriftianity. 


9g Tg one the fame Spirit} 
imparts a conviction of his 


ability to work muiracles—to 


another the fame Spirit imparts | 
be a part or the generai fy- 

to Upon one are conferred | 
miraculous operations—on a] 


the power of effecting cures. 


fecoud, prophecy—on a third, 
the difcernment of fpirits— 
ona fourth, an ability ot fpeak- 
ing a variety of languages— 
on a fifth, the interpretation 
of thofe languages. 

11 All thefe diverfities of 
Operations one and the fame 
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69 
Spirit effeéteth—diftnibuting 
as he pleafeth to every one 
his ‘ refpective gifts. 

12 For as the human body 
is compoled of many mem- 
bers, and aij] thele members 


} aye combined into one fy{tem: 


jo is it with the Chriftian 
church. 

13 For by the effufion of 
one Spirit we were a/l bap- 
tized into one collective body ; 


whether Jews, or Greeks, or 


combined into one fpiritual 
community, 

14. For the body is not one 
fole member, but confifteth of 


15 Should the foot fay, 
Becaufe I am not the hand, I 


reafon, to be connected with 
the body ? 

16 Should the ear fay, Be- 
caufe Iam not the eye, I do 
not belong to the body—doth 
it, on that account, ceafe to 


{tem ? 
| 37 If all the corporeal 
‘members were reduced to 


one, for example, to the eye 
eel all the human fenfes ab 
forbed in one, for ance an in 
hearing — what room would 
there be for the functions of 
others ? 

18 But now hath the Deity 

arranged 


I 3 


1Idie the accufative plural, 


70 
arranged and difpofed all the 
various members jn the hu- 


man frame according as 
feemed beft to his infinite 
underiftanding. 


1g But it all the members 
were fwallowed up in one, 
where would be the organized 
body ? 

20 But now many vaiious 
members are all harmonioufly 
combined into one beautiful 
fyftem. 

21 The eye cannot fay to 
the hand, Thou art entirely 
ufelefs to me--nor can the 
head fay to the feet, I have 
no occafion at all es your 
functions. 

22 On the contrary, thofc 
parts which are feemingly 
mean and contemptible, are 
moft of all fubfervient to 
our various neceffities. 

23 And thofe parts of our 
frame, which we are apt to 
regard as comparatively ig¢- 
noble, on thefe we lavifh the 
mott adventitious honour and 
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nour to thofe members which, 
apparently, have leaft of it, 

5 inorder that there might 
be no difunion and diffention 
in the human fvftem, but that 
there might be a reciprocal 
confent and mutual fenfibi- 
lity of all its various mem- 
ers: ¢ 

26 For if one member feel 
pain, all the other members 
fympathize with it: if one 
member feel pleafure, ail the 
others thrill with the pleating 
fenfation. 

27 In dike manner the fe- 
veral individual members of 
the Chriftian church are all 
harmonioufly combined int 
cne body. 

28 And to form this mo- 
ral fyftem God hath in his 
church regularly arranged a- 
poftles in the firfé order: in 
the fecond, prophets: in the 
third, inftructors: in the fol- 
lowing, workers of miracles, 
authors of extraordinary cures, 
faftiftants, governors, matters 


ornament—and our fupppofed , of various languages. 


inelegant parts have, in rea- 
lity, the moft elegance and 
fymmetry. 

24 Thofe parts of our frame, 
on which the hand of nature 
hath beftowed the moft grace 
wid elesance, are not of ‘that 
real utility as others are—But 
the Deity hath fo compounded 
and conftituted the human 
jyflem, as to give moft ho- 


29 Are all ‘apottles, are all 
prophets, are all inftructors, 
can all exert miraculous pow- 
ers? 

320 can all effect miracu- 
lous cures, can all converte in 
various languages, can all un- 
derf{tand and interpret thofe 
languages ? 

31 You are with zealous 
ardour firiving who fhall ac- 

quire 
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dowment, that far tranfcends 
all thefe. 


Carion. Fy XI: 


) languages of men 
and of angels, 
lence, I am no more tha 
founding brafs o¢ a tinkling 
ee 

2 And was I endowed with 


ers: could I unravel ali the 


myfteries of nature: had I} 
all the know-! 


accumulated. 
ledge of the fons of men: 
could [ exert fuch ftupendous 


tains from their bafis, and 
transfer them at pleafure 
from place to place—and yet 
my heart a ftranger to bene- 
volence, I am nothing. 

3 And fhould I give away 
all I had in the world in cha- 
ritable contributions to the 


| decorum ; 
s fordid interett ; 
} ported with furious paftion , 
indulges no malevolent delign. 


and yet had] 
hear Vattyesye x b - ; 
an heart deftitute of bemevo-f 


| phetic 
| more, 
powers as to remove moun- { 
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quire the moft illuftrious of | 
thefe fpiritual gifts—and yet] 
i can point out to you an en- | 


tious; is not inflated with 
infolence. 

5 It preferves a confiftent 
is not enflaved to 
1S: NOt <trani{- 


6 It conceives no deheht 


} from the perpetration of wick- 


Ould I fpeak all the] 


edneis; but is firft to ap- 


| plaud truth and virtue. 


7 It throws a vail of can- 
dour over all things: is dil- 


nt pofed to believe all things: 
Fviews all things in the m noft 
| favourable light 
} all chings ith an compo- 
the ampleft prophetic pow- } 


{uppeorts 


{ure. 

8 Benevolence fhall con- 
tinue to fhine with undimi- 
nifhed luftre when all pro- 
powers fhall be no 
when the ability of 
{peaking various languages 


f fhall be withdrawn, and when 


all {upernatural endowments 


|! fhall be annihilated. 


g For in this ftate our 
knowledge is detective, our 
prophetic powers are limited. 

10 But when we arrive in 
thofe happy regions where 


poor: fhould I even furren-{ perfection dwells, the defec- 


cer up my body tothe flames 
—and yet have an heart de- 
void of benevolence, it would 
be of no avail to me. 

4 Benevolence is unruffled; 
is benign: Benevolence che- 
rifhes no ambitious defires : 
Benevolence 1s not oftenta- 


tive and the limited fhall be 
no more for ever. 

11 Juft as when I was, for 
example, in the imperfect 
{tate of childhood; I then 
difcourfed, I underftood, I 
reafoned in the erroneous 
manner children do— but 

Boa - when 


72 


when |] arrived at the matu- 


rity and perfection of man- | 


hood, the defects of my for- 


mer imperfect {tate were all , : | 
his own edificatton—but he, 


fwallowed up and forgotten. 


12 For in this {fcene of | 
‘being our terreftrial murrour | 


exhibits tous but a very dim 


and obfcure refleétion: but | 
i converfe in various languages 


in an happy futurity we fhall 
fee face to face—In the pre- 


fent life my knowledge is | 


partial and limited: in the 


future, my knowledge will be | 
jer, than of one endowed with 


unconfined and clear, lke 


that divine infalhble know-} 
ledge, by which 1 am now) 


pervaded, 


13 In fine, the virtues of | 
fuperior eminence are thele | 


three, faith, hope, benevo-[among{t you, my Chrittian 


fence—but the moft iluftri- 
ous of thefe is benevolence. 


CHAP. XIV. 
I ET it be your ftudy, 


therefore, t0 improve | 
fpubhic inftruction, and the 
‘admonition jt contained ? 


in benevolence—and be de- 
firous to attain fpiritual gifts, 
efpecially the function of a 
preacher : 

2 For he, who fpeaks in 
an unknown language, {peaks 
to God, and not to men—for 
no one underftands him—he 
utters by the Spirit things 
that are unintelligible. 

3 But he, who preacheth, 
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addreffeth men; and edifies, 
exhorts, and comforts them. 
4 He, who fpeaks in an 
unknown language, promotes 


who preacheth, affifts the edi- 
fication of the church. 

5 Not butI could wifh you 
all endowed with an ability to 


—but you ought to be moft 
ambitious of the function of a 
public preacher—for far more 
ufeful is the office of a preach- 


the oift of languages—unlels 
indeed he interpret what-he 
hath uttered for the univerfal 
cood of the fociety. 

6 For fhould I ftand up 


brethren, and pour forth a 


}difcourfe in an unintelligibic 
lancuage ; 
}ment would you receive from 
fit, if J did not afterwards, in 
your native dialect, explain 


what improve- 


to you the revealed doctrine, 
the interefting knowledge, the 


7 Juft as inanimate initru- 
megts which emit founds, the 
flute, for example, or the harp, 
if they produced only a noity 
uniform monotony without 
any diftinétion of notes, how 
could the compofition intend- 
ed to be played on thete in- 
{truments ever be uncerftood ? 

§ And 
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8 And if the trumpet 
founded notes no foldier un- 
derftood, who would get rea- 
dy for the engagement? 
9 Juft in the fame manner 
if rou were to pour forth a 
rhapfody of unintelligible jar- 
gon, what inftruction could 
you communicate ?—ail your 
oftentatious knowledge would 
be lavifhed on the empty air. 

10 There are, for inftance, 
a prodigious variety of lan- 
guages {fpoken by various na- 
tions of the world: 

1x butif I did not under- 
ftand the meaning of any -na- 
tive, who difcourfed to me 
in the language of his coun- 
try, nor he me; when I talk- 
ed to him in mine—we fhould 
reciprocally look upon each 
other as barbarians ™. 

12 This is exactly the cafe 
with you—But fince you are 
fo zealous to attain f{piritual 

endowments, let it be your 
ftudy to acquire fuch, as pro- 
mote the improvement of the 
fociety. 

13 Let him, therefore, 
wild is empowered toconverfe 
in a foreign language, pray 
that he may be enabled to 
interpret fluently, what he 
utters, for the common good. 

14 For if I make ufe of an 
unknown language in public 
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prayer, my ae ifts in- 
deed enable me to pray in 
this manner, but my under- 
ftanding in the mean time 
reaps no advantage. 

15 In what manner fhall I 
act then ?—I will pray by the 
impulfe of the Spirit, but at 
the fame time confult the 1m- 
provement of my own under- 
ftanding, and that of others. 

16 Otherwife, fhould you, 
at the direction of the Spirit, 
pour forth a ftrain of fervent 
gratitude to God, how could 
a private illiterate perfon fay 
amen to your pious acknow- 
ledgments, when he-under- 
ftood not a word of what you 
had been faying. 

17 Not but you performed 
this exercife with becoming 
piety; but the other received 
no improvement at all from 
if. 

18 God hath enabled me, 
whofe diftinguifhing good- 
nefsI gratefully acknowledge, 
to fpeak a greater variety of 
languages than you all have 
been endowed with : 

1g yet I had rather {peak 
five intelligible words in a 
Chriftian affembly to promote 
the inftruction of others, than 
ten thoufand in a language 
unknown to them. 

20 My Chriftian brethren, 

be 


m The Greeks called all Barbarians who did nat {peak Greek, but {poke 2 


ianguage unintelligible to them, 
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be not children as to know- 


ledge — ina freedom from "| 


fin indeed be ye children: 
but in ufeful and accurate 
knowledge be ye men, 

21 Inthe facred fcripture 
is the following paflace—<“ | 


In a great variety of langua- 
oes: but 
thefe teftimonies of their di- 


vine miffion, they will reject | 


mie, jai the ierd,”’ 
22 Which words evince, 


That the miraculous faculty ¢ 
of fpeaking diverfe languages } 


is defigned. as an evidence to 


the incredulous, and not cal- | 
culated for the advantage of § 


thofe who already believe— 
but the function of a preacher 
refpects, not the edification 
of the incredulous, but of be- 
hevers. 


23 Suppofe 


" Kann, wice, fin, wickeduefs, not malice. 
meet with MAMIN and PHT oppofed to each other. 
LEYOY SPLTHPYs OU LAASTPI JaporuvT on, Noid» Wpural sperevedy. 


Camillus p.243. Edit. Stephan. Gr. 


Paurs Firf Epifile 





Chap. xiv. 
unbeliever, or fome illiterate 
perfon was to enter the place 
—would they not pronounce 
you all diftracted ? 

24 But fuppofe you were 
preaching in order to inftruct 


fone another, and an unbelie- 
will fpeak to this nation by f 
perfons whom I will endow } 
with the faculty of converfing | 
Phim of his former vices, all 
notwithitanding | 
| folds otf his heart : 


ver or an illiterate perfon hap- 
pen to come among you— 
all your difcourfes convict 


your difcourfes penetrate the 


25 his bofom is laid open, 
be proftrates himfelf on his 
face, ina flood of prefound 
aftonifhment and reverence 
adores the Almighty, decla- 
ring, that God is moft cer- 
tainly among you! 

26 How is the public fer- 
vice, my brethren, then to be 


} conducted ? — When the af- 
‘fembly all meets together, 
Fevery one of you promifcu- 
foufly is ready with a pfalin, 
when your} 
whole afiembly was convened | 
together, and you were all] 
gabbling a confufed jargon | 
of foreign languages, fome | 


with a topic of inftruction, 
with a foreign language, 
with a revealed doctrine, with 
the faculty of interpretation 
— but let all thefe things 

folely 
In Greck writers we often 
Apern yap cimea vev 
Plutarch. 
Tuy moa exevuy qepay avipas apern 


TE TOUS avabers, APICOUS » x) MAMI TOUS GAVAI'S » DVO STATUS » Idem in 


Dion. p. 1798. cjuld. Editionis. 


swoay. Diodorus Siculus, vol. 2. p. §. Rhedoman, Hanov. 1004. 
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TUS AeETHS ava , HANI GEOLT AL. Dion». Halicar. tom. 1. P- 484. Hudfon. 
Oud’ ev aceTys page To pucdey adinay cideuevO, cv ervey ve auTe 
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folely tend to public edifica-; 33 For God is not the au- 


tion? thor of confufion, but the 
27 for example, if one per-| lover of regularity and order 
fon, or two, or at moft three, !— a maxim [ inculcate in ali 


the various focieties of Chrif- 
tians. 

24 Let the women main- 
‘tain an inviolable Gilence in 
your affemblies — for P nei- 
ther the law of Moles, or of 
Chriflianity, permits them to 
fpeak in public and to invade 
the province of the man. 

35 It they are defirous to 
have any topic explained, Jet 
them coniule their hufbands 
at home—for itis highly in- 
decent for a woman to deli- 
ver public difcourfes in a 
Chriftian afiembly. 

36 What! was Chriftia- 
nity diffufed froin Corinth as 
its original fource ? or is it 
folely confined to vour!zives, 
that you affume this auche- 
rity ° 


endowed with the gift of lan- 
guages, {peak in public; let 
them {peak one after another 
in areeular order, and let a 
perfon afterwards interpret 
what hath been thus fpoken. 

28 Should there be no in- 
terpreter prefent, let them be 
filent in the afiembly, and 
only converfe with God and 
themfelves. 

29 Let two or three preach- 
ers deliver their public dif- 
courfes, and let the others 
attend and judge. 

30 Should any point of 
doctrine in the mean time be 
revealed to any of the audi- 
tors, let the perfon engaged 
break off his difcourfe. 

31 For you may with fuit- 
able decorum, one after ano- 
ther, regularly deliver your} 37 If any one values him- 

ublic difcourfes, in order, felt on his being a public in- 
that the whole fociety may | ftrudctor, or on his being en- 
receive inftruction and admo- | dowed with {piritual gifts, lee 
ition. him be affured that the direc- 

32 For the {piritual im-J|ticns I now write to you are 
pulfe which actuates the | the injunctions of God. 
preacher is obedient to the} 38 But if any one wilfully 
controul of the preacher’s} difavows thefe, let him dif- 
judgment. avow them at his peril. 





39 In 


° Kafos x22 0 vou.G acye the law ¢oo enjoins this as well as Chri/- 
tianity. Myr. Locke’s interpretation of this paflage feems to be inaccurate. 
See his Paraphrafe. Tipgewery YAP Oluak yuvasns ASV OLY avd os sé 
eTougiry sy yd parsy. Helisdori Aithicpica, p. 4b. Edit. Commelin. 
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4 that his dead body was 

depofited in a tomb: and 

that he was on the third a 

praifed from it, agreeably 

the fame feriptural ore 

tions : 


39 In°fine, my Chriftian 
brethren, let it be your prin- 
cipal ambition to attain and 
ditcharge the minifterial office | 
— not prohibiting however 
thofe who are endowed } 
with the gift of languages} 4 that after his refurrection 
trom {peaking them in pub- jhe was feen by Peter, then 
lic. | by the twelve apoftles : 

40 Let all things be con-] 6 he next exhibited him- 
ducted with the greateft re- }felf to above five hundred 
gularity and decorum. Chrittians, who were all con- 
pvened together in one aflem- 
f bly — the greater partof whom 
gare fill living, though fome 
For them have paid the con 
Pubfith again the joyful { mon debt of nature : 
news which Ionce pro-f 7 he then was feen by 
claimed among you, my # James: afterwards, by all the 
Chrithian brethren, which you @ apoffles : 
then received with eects & and laft of all, as to an 
and in the frm ae of which funtimely abortive ‘birth, he 
you now continu exhibited himfelf to me. 

2 By your reception of} go For T rank myfelf as the 
which you are putinto a {tate | very loweit of all the apofles; 
of falvation, if you are tena-j and indeed deem myfelf un- 
cious of the animating doc-} worthy of that honourable 
trine I delivered to you—un- fname, becaufe I once perfe- 
lefs indeed, as fome would! cuted the church of God. 


. 
infinuate, your belief of | 10 But by the divine fa- 


Ce Phe Po. eV. 





truth is abfurd and vifionary. fvour Iam what i am — and 
3 Among the firft and} his favour, by which I‘am fo 
fundamental truths then which | fingularly diftinguifhed, was 
J publifhed among you, and} not Javifhed upon me in vain: 
of which I was convinced my- | for I have laboured more in- 
felf upon the beft evidence, | defatigably in propagating 
were the following — That} the Chriftian religion than all 
agreeably to the predictions tne Oren apottles — but I 
of the prophets the Meffian § check mylelf—not my induf- 
fuffered death, to refcue us}try—but the favour of God, 
grom our vices : which accompanies me. 
rr But 


“a ee 


Chap. xv. 


ye Butit is not material 
whether it is J or they who are 
the inftruments—for thefe are 
the doctrines we publith : and 
thefe are the truths you em- 
braced. 

12 Now fince we all una- 
‘nimoufly agree in proclaim- 
yng to the world the relurrec- 
tion of Chrift—what founda- 
tion have certain perions a- 
mong you for allerting, That 
the refurrection of dead per- 
rons is anabfurd impoffipility = 
#2 5Por it the refurrection 
of dead perions is a thing ab. 
folutely impefiible, it will fol- 
iow, that Chrift was never 
raifed from the grave: 

14 coniequently, it Chrift 
was never actually raifed from 
the grave, our preaching the 
Chriftian religion 1s abiurd, 
and your belief of it is ab- 
jurd : 

15 and the refuic is, that 
we all of us have been pub- 
lickly attetting a pious falfe- 
hood, when in the moft fo- 
iemn manner we declare to 
the world, that the Deity 
raifed Chrift from the dead— 
a faét, however, which never 
happened, if it is true, that 
the refurrection of dead men 
is, in the nature of things, 
abfolutely an abfurd impoffi- 
bility : 
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16 For if the refurrection 
of dead perfons is a real ab- 
furdity, ic will follow, thas 
Chrift was never raifed ar 
all : 

17 confequently if the dead 
body of Chrift was never ac- 
tually re-animated, your be- 
lief of Chriftianity is abfurd 
and fruitlefs, and the weight 
of all your former crimes 
again devolves uvon you: 

1§ and ic will follow alfo, 
that thofe Chriftians, who 
have died in the belief of their 
principles, are totally loft out 
of the creation. 

19 If all the hopes Chri- 
ftianity really taught us to 
entertain were circum{cribed 
within the narrow circle of 
this vain hfe, we Chriftians 
are the moft wretched of all 
mankind ! 

20 But Chrift was actually 
raifed from the tomb—and is 
become the ? firlt fruits of a 
glorious harvelt'of the fleep- 
ing dead. | 

2t For fince by ene man 
death was introduced, by aiza- 
ther man was introduced a re- 
furrection from death. 

22 For as by Adam all the 
human race was fubjected to 
mortality: fo by Chrift Jefus 
fhall all the pious dead be en- 
titled to zmmortality. 

23 But 


- P The firf-fruits were an handful of the frf?- rite corn, which being 
cartied through the ftreets of Jerufalem.to the temple, and offered to God, . 
publicly announved that the general harvelt would {oon be gathered in, 
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23 But in this seftitution , things under him, it is felf- 
to life a regular gradation is | evident, that be bim/elf mult 
obferved—Chrift was the fri | be excepted, who primarily 
that rofe from death to im- |invefted him wich this fove- 
mortality: the next will be | reign authority. | 


virtuous Chriftians at his glo- 28 But when all things 
rious advent : fall have become the fubjects 


24 fubfequent to this, will }of his univerfal dominion, 
be the final diffolution of this | then fhall the fon himfelf be 
globe—which event will take | fubjected to Him who origi- 
place, but not till after he} nally vetted him with this 
hath furrendered up his king- | univerfal autherity—that the 
dem to Gon, even the Su-} Derry may be ail in all. 
preme Father, not sill after] 29 Otherwife, if our fleep- 
he hath totally crufhed and | ing duft 1s never te be re-ani- 
demolifhed every hoftile do- | mated, how forlorn mufc be 
minion, every oppofing ci-| their hope, who were bap- 
vil power and fecular fove- | tized in the firm affurance of 
reignty : a glorious refurrection from 

25 for he muft retain | the dead! — and upon thele 
his kingdom, until he hath | principles, why are perfons 
brought all his adverfaries | baptized at all 4 into the be- 
proftrate at his feet. lief of the future reftoration 

26 The laft foe he fhall de- | of their dead bodies to a biefied 
zhroneand annathilate, is death. | immortality ! 

27 For God hath fubjected | 30 And upon this fcheme, 
all things to his controul—|how abfurd is it alfo for 
but when the Deity declares | us to expofe ourfelves to im- 
that he hath fubjeéted all minent dangers every hour! 

rat 
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a Bed ]Covrat vaey venpo. A refarreQion to immortality is the grand 
fundamental article of the Chriffian revelation. It was cvith regard to 
rurs that its converts were baptifed. Yaeo very often figniftes concerang, 
aith regard to. Vhe following paflage will illuftrate ¢hzs, and determine 
its precife meaning. St. Paul in bis 2d Epiflle to the Theflalonians, after 
defcribng the fecond advent of Chill, and reprefenting this great event in 
all its awfil pomp and folemnity, concludes with faying: Bat ath re. 
gard to this fecond appearance of Chrift, and our being all collected to 
him, we entreat you, brethren, that you would not fufler your minds to be 
alarmed. “ace ss TA COUT SAS avith regard fa the precife time of Chritt’s 
coming, which he had been defcribing. She afforded the philofophers 
no fmal} converfation concerning’ her, Ovd oaryor urea avrus cageve 
Aoyor, Platarch. Pericles, p. 3900 Bali. Gr: Stephan, ip ' wep OU ViAStT cs 
aura: Concerning whem tele things are written, vem p. 1800. 
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3r J folemnly declare, and 


can pledge all my glorious | 


hopes in our Lord Jefus 


Chrift upon the truth of my | 


declaration, thac I am daily 
in the jaws of death. 


tures at Ephefus ; what di- 


to encounter this danger, if 


acircle of every fenfual plea- 
fure to-day, for to-morrow 


to all our joys. 
being deceived by thefe erro- 


ciples infeé? the pure incau- 
ticus bofon.” 


errors—for fome among you 
entertain very unworthy fen- 
riments of God—I {peak it to 
your fhame. 

35 But fome will afk me, 
How are the dead raifed? In 


invefted ? 


die. 

37 You bury in the ground 
the bare feed, for example, of 
wheat, or fome other orain ; 
but you do not fow it in the 
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i weaknefs : 

36 You weak infatuated | 
man! the feed you commit | 
to the ground is not informed | 
with vegetable life, except it! 





79 
fame form in which it will 
afterwards appear : 

38 the fupreme Creator 
gives it the ferm he pleafes— 


| to every feed its proper diftin- 
Feulfhing form. 

92 Since, humanly fpeak- | 
ing, I fought with brute crea- | 


39 This difparity alfo ob- 
tains in the fleth of different 


}animals—That of the human 
ftracted folly was I guilty of | 


fpecies is of one kind ; that 


tof brutes, of another ; that of 
immortality is a fable—upon | 
thefe principles let us traverfe 


birds, different from all. 
40 There are likewile ce- 


tleftial and terreftrial bodies ; 
| but the refpective glory of one 
death will put a cruel penod j 


and the other is totally dit- 


F ferent; 
33 But be ever cautious of | 


41 There is the fame dif- 


| fimilitude alfo in the different 
neous principles—‘* Bad prin- | 


folender of the fun, of the 


}moon, and of the itars—one 
| ftar alfo differs from another 

34 lxercife a yuft and fober | 
reflection, and fly thefe fatal | 


in luftre. 
42 Symilar to this will be 


ithe refurrection of the pious 
| dead—It is fown corruptible, 
jit rifes incorruptible. 


43 It is committed to the 


}ground in a ftate of horror: 
jit rifes in glorious {plendor— 
what kind of vehicles are they | 


It is fown in contemptible 
it rifes in immortal 
vigour. 

44 Ie is fown an anima! 
fyftem : it rifes a fpiricual 
fyftem—there is an animal 
fyftem, and there is a {piri- 
tual fyftem. 

45 This the feripture af- 
ferts— Adam the firft man 
was endowed with animal te : 

the 
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giving f{pirit. 
46 The fpiritual however 


was not firft in order, but the; 


animal: which was fucceeded 
by the {piricual. 

47 The tirft man was formed 
from the earth, a compofition 
of inert clay—the fecond man 
is an exalted fpirit trom the 
celeftial manfions. 

48 As the firft man was a 
compofition of terrene parti- 
cles, fuch is the terrene com- 
pofition of his defcendents— 
and as the fecond man was of 
celeftial extraction, fuch is the 
celeftial extraction of his de- 
fcendents. 

49 And jult as we have 
worn in the prefent ftate the 
image of our clay-formed pro- 
genitor : fo we fhall in a future 
{tate wear the form of our ce- 
Jeftial Redeemer. 

50 ‘This, Laffert, my Chri- 
ftian brethren, that the prefent 


Paurs Firft Epiflle 
the fe¢éond Adam, with a life- | 


Chap. XV. 
twinkling of an eye, at the 
clangors of the laft truampet— 
for a trumpet will found— 
the pious dead fhall then be 
raifed incorruptible, and the 
Chriftians, who are then lv- 
ing, shall, withouc fuffering 
the pangs of death, be tran{- 
lated into immortality. 

53 For this corruptible muft 
then be cloathed with incor- 


ruption: this mortal mutt 
then be invefted with immor- 
tality. 


54 And when this corrup- 
tible frame is cloathed with 
an incorruptible vehicle, and 
this mortal is vefted with im- 
mortality, then that paflage 
of fcripture will be verified : 
‘© The tyrant death is com- 
pleatly vanquifhed.” 

55 O death! where is now 
thy fatal fing! O grave ! 
where are now thy victorious 
triumphs ! 

56 What arms death with 


animal and corporeal fyftem + its invenomed fling, is vice ; 
cannot inherit the future king- | and what furnifhes vice with 
dom of God—nor is corrup-jits deftructive power, is the 


tible mortality fitted to be the} law. 


heir of an incorruptible exift- 
ence. 

51 Behold! I now difco- 
ver to you an unrevealed doc- 
trine! We thall not pay the 
common debt of nature ; but 
we fhall by a foft tranfition 
be changed trom mortality to 
ynmortality, 

52 in a moment, in the 


57 But thanks be to God, 
who hath given us a complete 
victory over thefe cruel foes, 
thro’ our Lord Jefus Chritt. 

58 Having therefore thefc 
profpeéts, my dear Chriftiam 
brethren, do you ever adhere 
with firm and inflexible ftea- 
dineis to your Chriftian pro- 
fefficn; and aim at continual 

improve- 


Chap. xvi. 


meénts in it; from a full Ieper~% 
fuafion that your virtuous la- : 
: lie. 


bours under the gofpel-dil- | 
penfation will be finally re- 
compenfed with a glorious 
reward. 


& 


DEN. 


I S to the colleétion for 

A the indigent Chri- 
fiians in Judaea, I would have } 
you conform to the direc- 
rions I gave the focieties in 
Galatia. 

2 et every perfon lay by 
fomething from the gains of 
his eecupation, and on the 
firit day of the week depofit 
it in the hands of the church’s 
treafurer—that there may be 
no collections when I come. 

3 On my arrival, to any 
perfon you fix upon I will 
sive letters of recommenda- 
tion, amd depute them to 
carry your charitable contri- 
butions to Jerufalem. 

4 But fhould there be any 
neceflity for me to travel into t 
Judata they fhall 
With me. 

§—s5 I rvity intend 
wait upon you when I a fs 
throush Macedonia, for I) 
fhall ‘take that country in my 
way. 

6 Perhaps too I may make 
fome ftay, if not fpend the | 


Crt AUP: 


winter at Corinth—that you ns 


Vot. II. 
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go along] 
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may efcort me part of my 
‘journey, W wherever it aay then 


7 For Ido not sarees to 
pay you merely a tranfient 
vifit—but I hope, with the 
divine permifiion, to {tay fome 
time with you. 

8 At prefent I fhall refide 
at Iiphefus till Pentecoit. 

9g For | have, in this citys, 
a mee happy profpect of 
being eminently ufeful—but 
my oppofers are numercus, 

10 Should Timothy arrive 


Famong you, be careful you 


don’t occafion him any diftrefs 
and inquietude of mind; for 
he is engaged in promoting 
the fame caule as mylelf. 

rr Lee no one therefore 
treat him with difrefpect and 
contempt-—but when he leaves 
your city, efcort and difmifs 
him delighted and pleafed 
with your “behaviour, that he 
may haften to me——for I ex- 
pec him with the orher Chri- 
{tlans, 

12 With resard to my 
brother Apollos, I have ufed 
many entreaties to induce him, 
to revifit you—at prefent he is 


of entirely averfe to the thoughe 
#—but purpoles to return to 


you, when a favourable occa- 
fion prefents. 

§—13 Be vigilant: adhere. 
to your principles: behave 
as perfons endowed with man- 
and folid underftanding : 

OXEFE 


$2 
exert a vigorous and unfhaken 
refolution. 

14 Let ail your affairs be 
conducted with mutual bene- 
volence and love. 

15 You know, my Chri- 
{tian brethren, that the fa- 
mily of Stephanas were the 
very firft Chriftian converts 
in sAchaia, and have always 
diftinguifhed themielves tor 
their liberality and beneficence 
to the Chriftians. 

16 I entreat you, therefore, 
that you would pay a beco- 
ming deference to perfons of 
their illuftrious character, and 
to every one, who diligently 
difcharges the minifterial 
function. 

17 J am extremely glad at 
the arrival of Stephanas, For- 
tunatus, and Achaicus: for 
they have abundantly fupph- 
ed your deficiency. 

18 They have infuled a 
pleating tranquillity into my 
mind and into yours — fhow 
therefore fuch worthy charac- 


Age Shin pi are. 


Chap, zvs 
ters a5 thefe their deferved 
re{pect. | 

19 The churches in Afia 
Minor defire their affectionate 
remembrance — Aquila and 
Prifca, together with the 
Chriftian church that meets 
in their houfe, fend their moft 
refpectful falutations. 

20 Allthe Chriftian  bre- 
thren here preient their falu- 
tations —We beg our moit 
affectionate remembrance to 
every one of your fociety. 

21 My kind remembrance 
of you * I write with my own 
hand. 

22 Ifa certain perfon is 
totally deftitute of all real af- 
fection for our Lord Jefus 
Chrift and his gofpel, let him 
be devoted to perdition at lis 
clorious appearance. 

23 May the favour of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ever attend 
you ! 

24 The love of * us here 
In our commen Chrifhaniry: 
be with you all! Amen. 


r St. Paul's Avanuenfis had written to the beginning of this verfe 
s The ‘fudaizer, who had made thefe difturbances in their fociety , 


t lex, MS, 
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PAUL’s Second Epiltle to the 
CORINTHIANS, 


CHAP. 4 


i AU L by divine ap- 
pointment contftitu- 


ted an apoftle of Je- 
fus Chrift, and Timothy my 
Chriftian brother, join in our 
affectionate falutations to the 
church of God at Corinth— 
fincerely wifhing you, and all 
Chriftians in the whole ex- 
rent of Achaia, 

2 every favour and felicity 
from God our fupreme pa- 
rent, and from our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift. 

3 Bleffed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrilt, the parent of mercies, 
and the donor of all confola- 
tion : 

4 who in all our forrows 
infufeth into us divine fup- 
ports, in order that by the 
confolations we ourfelves de- 
rive from God, we may be 
enabled to chear and animate 
others in all cheir diftreflés : 

§ For as through our at- 
tachment to the Chrittian 
caufe we have experienced 
diftinguifhed fufferings: fo 
through our attachment to 
the Chriftian caufe have we 


experienced diftinguifhed con- 
folations. 

6 Forif we confit with 
mileries, itis that you may 


fenjoy that confolation and 


relief, which is divinely im 
parted to you when you fuf- 
tain the fame fufferings which 
we fupport—or if we are ani- 
mated with divine comforts, 
it alfo equally redounds to 
your con{folation and happi- 
nels—fo that our hope in your 
future attachment to Chrifti- 
anity is buile on the firmetl 
bafis : 

7 being confcious, that as 
you fhare in thofe fufferings 
to which your profeffion ex- 
pofeth you, you fhare alfo in 
thofe divine fupports it yield- 


eth. 


8 For I would not have 
you, my Chriftian brethren, 
lofe the remembrance of that 
dreadtul fcene of mifery in 
which we were involved in 
Afia Minor — how we were 
overwhelmed with fuch a 
violent and irrefiftible torrent 
of evils, as totally precluded 
all hope of our being ever 
able to efcape from it with 
life. 


G 2 9 But 


8 4 Pau’'s Second Epzifile Chap. 1. 
g But we every where ae euifed truths you read — no- 
ry about with us the fentenced thing, but the undiffembled 
of death infcribed upon oury principles you already ac- 
perfons, to engage us, not to} Knowledge, and, I hope, will 
confide in ourfelves, but in}ever have reafon to acknow- 
that great Being, who will La 
reftore the dead to immor- 
tality, 

10 From this imminent 
danger the divine hand extri- 
cated as—doth now extricate 
us — and we truft will ftill 
continue to us his merciful 
interpofition : 

iz you at the fame time 
contributing your friendly 
amiftance to us in the various 
diftreffes we encounter by the 
ardent prayers you prefer to 
heaven for us — fo that our 
merciful deliverance, which 
fuch numbers thus concur to 
promote, ought juitly by 
them all to be eratefully ac- 
knowledged. 

12 For our glorying is 
this, the atteftation of our 
own con{cience, that our con- 
duct among mankind, and 
particularly among you, hath 
ever been free from allvarti 
fice : hath ever flowed from a 
pious integrity and probity : 
was divefted of all the ftudied 
arts of human wiidom, and 
actuated folely by the favour- 


And as a" part of you 
Kolnowiedeed that we are the 
object of your exultation— 
fo will you be the objects of 
our exultation at the glorious 
advent of our Lord Jefus. 

§—15 ConFiprent there- 
fore es thefe your regards for 
me, | defigned fome time ago 
to pay you a vilit; that you 
might a fecond time enjoy 
that fatisfadtion you formerly 
exprefied. 

16 The plan, I then laid, 
was to take Corinth in my 
way to Macedonia—to revifit 
you on my return from that 
country— and to be eicorted 
by you on my journey into 
Judea. 

17 But when I concerted 
this fcheme, was | entirely 
fwayed by levity and caprice ? 
—or were thefe my intentions 
merely the dictates of human 
inconitancy and ficklenefs ? 

‘18 I can appeal to God, 
that this my declaration to 
you did not proceed from any 
unfteady and fluctuating prin- 
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able affiftance of God. ciple. 
13 For we write nothin 19 For the religion of Je- 
to you, but the plain tei fas Chrift the Son of God, 
which 


" Meaning the party that Sher to fim, as aneiher had to Cephas, 
another to sipilles, 
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which was propagated a- authorized to promote your 
mong you by Silvan, Timo- } felicity and joy3-To the pio- 
thy, “and mylelf, was not a) fefion of the Botpel you are 
variable inconfiftent fy{tem :} inviclably attached. }, 
but an harmonious unitorm! 
{cheme : 
Y 20 For the divine predic- 
tions are all verified in him— 
do all harmonioufly unite in| 
him to the glory of the fu- 
preme God, who hath com- 
miffioned us to promulgate 
this divine revelation. 

21 Forit is the Deity, who 


fh CHuap. it 1. When I 
1 formed this defign of revifit- 
ing you, T refolved in my own 
mind, that my appearance 
among you fhould not be at- 
tended with a general forrow 
i and diftrefs. 

2 For if I diftrefs you, 
who is there left to exhilarate 
hath by fuch ftrong evidences fand chear my mind when 
combined you and us. intofamcng you, but the very 


one fociety under Chrift ) and | perfoas, whom I have invol- 





e 


who hath poured down upon § ved in grief. 
us fuch a copious effufion of § 3 The caufe, that induced 
fupernatural endowments. me to write about that un- 
22 It is the Deity, whog happy * incident, was, that 
hath in this illuftrious man- § thoie very perfons at my com- 
ner impreffed his feal upon} ing might not be the fource 
us, and by invefting us with fof forrow and wretchednefs 
fuch_ diftinguifhed fpiritual {to me, from whom I ought 
powers hath given us a fional } to derive the fublimeft plea- 
pledge of our future immor- ¢ fure and felicity—For I have 
tality ¥. many pleafing afiurances to 
§—23 I can folemnly call { convince me, that my parti- 
God to witnefs) othat it was {cular happinefs is the happi- 

folely a principle ‘of lenity and } nefs of you all. 
tendernefs for you that pre-j 4 The letter I wrote you 
vented my coming to Corinth. { was dictated by an heart over- 
24. Not that we are privi- | whelmed ina flood of various 
ledged to exercife an abfolute } bitrer forrow—my {treaming 
dominion over your profeffion } eyes, as I penned it, were 
of the gofpel—We are only { bathed in tears-—but it was 
Co ae not 


w Ail thefe arsuments the Apoltle alledges to convince them, that he 
was not governed ‘by levity and caprice when he laid the fcheme of vilising 
Usrinth, but did not afterwards execute it, 

: The cafe of the inceffuous perfon, 
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quietude and forrow ; but to 
give youa ftriking proof, how 
much you are the 


affections. ) 

5 If a ¥ certain perfon 
fave me uneafinefs, it was 
only a partial uneafinefs, which 
flowed from a concern left I 
fhould overwhelm the whole 
fociety in forrow. 

6 The general reprehen- 


fon, that was given to fach 


an offender by the fociety, is 
abundantly fufficient. 


rather to forgive and confole 


fhould fink under the infup- 
portable burden of exceflive 
iorrow. 

8 I therefore entreat you 
to reftore him to a place in 
your affections. 


g For what engaged me to § 
write to you concerning this j 
affair, was, that J might | bring § 


your obedience of all my in- 
junctions to a proper teft. 


10 But the object of your 
forgivenefs becomes an object f fatal and pernicious odour— 
i but to the virtuous, who em- 
Pbrace them, they approve 


of Chrift is difpenfed for your | 


of mine—and the forgivenefs 


I difpente by the authority 


fakes, that we may not fall 
under the fubje€tion of our 
infidious adverfary 7 


y The acefuous perfon. 
2 By fatan or adverfary the Apott 
fuperftition. 


— 


's Second Eptjile 


hot to immerfe you in in- | 


| adieu, 
y out for Macedonia. 
7 Infomuch that you ought j 
, Supreme, 
the unhappy perfon, leit he } 





Chap. ii. 


11 For we are no {trangers 


{ to the various arts he practifes 
1 to feduce and decoy. 

diftin- | 
guifhed objects of my ardent | Troas, where I had a fair 
Pprofpect of 
}Chriftian religion with fuc- 
| cefs, 
f not finding ‘Vitus my Chri- 
| {tian brother, whom I ardently 
| expected, 


} fuch uneafinefs and inguietude 


j—12 On my arrival at 
preaching the 


the difappointment in 


plunged me into 


of mind, 
13 that I haftily bad them 
and immediately fet 


14 But thanks be to the 
who continually 
maketh me to fpread the 


Ftriumphs of the gofpel, and 


who by my miniftration dif- 


f fufeth in every pac the fra- 
erant odour of the | 
of Tetus : 


<nowledge 


5 For my evangelical mi- 
niitrations are an odoriferous 
oblaticn to God, both with 
regard to the virtuous and to 


the abandoned : 


16 Tothe abandoned, who 
reject them, they prove a moft 


themfelves to be the moit 


al Cee 
| crateful and falutary fragrance 


—and who is equal to this 


y arduous province ! 


17 POF 


means the civil abcttois cf the fegan 
“ 
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17 For I am not one who | powers to plan and concert 
adulterate the word of God, } fuchafcheme as the Chriftian 
as too many do, with impure f religion —all our ability to 
mixtures: but I promulgate } preach and {ipread it is folely 
the Chriftian religion as one, derived trom God : 
who is poffeffed of inviolable 6 who hath empowered 
integrity : as one who is in-yand qualified us to be mini- 
vefted by God with a divine; fters of the new covenant, 
commiffion: and as one who, not the mofaic, but the Chri- 
is confcious that he is under] {tran covenant—for the mo- 
the perpetual infpection of the | faic pronounced an irreverfi- 
great Searcher of hearts. ble fentence of death upon its 

tranfereffors ; but the Chri- 
{tian covenant holds forth the 


Al LICE TTS TOS > PLE OED A 


CHA ia palm of immortality. 
7 But if that difpenfation, 
z O we begin again tel which annexed death to the 


commend ourtelves ?{ violation of it, and whofe 
Or have we occafion for others | laws were engraven on ftones, 
to give us suaer aaa was ufhered in with fuch 
letters to you; cr for you to } magnificence and fplendor (a2 
give us ea Fe let- | {plendor, that was only de- 
ters to others ? figned to be tranfient and 

2 You are our epiftle,| temporary) that the eyes of 
which we impreffed on the} the Hraelites could not fup- 
tablet of your hearts in cha-j port the dazzling beams that 
racters plain and legible by { darted from the countenance 
all men. of Moies : 

3 For itis apparent to the? 8 How much more efful- 
world that you are Chrift’s} gent and glorious muft be the 
epiftle, written, by our mini- j luftre of the Chriftian difpen- 
{tration, not with ink, but} fation! 
with the Spirit of the living| 9 For if that rigid and im- 
God—inicribed, not on tables 


placable dif Denfation, which 
of ftone, but on the tablets of |} condemned ie offender to 
the human heart. 


death by an irreverfible fen- 
4 Such is the firm confi- 


tence, was introduced with 
dence we repofe, thro’ Chrift, } fuch ftriking pomp and glory 
in the fupreme Being. 


—how infinitely {uperior muf{t 
5 Not that we are capable 


be the {trong and ineffable 
by the exertion of our rational | radiance of that difpenfation, 


G4 who 


a 
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Second Epufile 


Chap. iv. 


which is replete with benig-|them, the vail remains upon 


nity and mercy | 


10 But in this refpect they 


glory that was reflected on 


‘their hearts. 


16 But when the Jews fhall 
be converted to the Lord, the 


the former difpenfation va-j vail, that now involves and 


nifhes into nothing, 


when # obfcures their minds, fhall be 


compared with the (iperioeior ever removed. 


{plendors of the Jatter. 

11 For it that ceconomy, 
which was ceftined to be fu- 
delivered with fuch an often- 
how much more. glorious 
mult be that ceconomy, which 
is defigned to be for ever du- 
vable and permanent ! 

12 Animated, therefore, 
with thefe hopes, 


drefies. 
13 Weare not like Mofes, 


who covered himtelf with a] 
vail —fo that the children ot j 
Yfrael could not clearly fee the § 


end and defien of a difpen{a- 


i berty. 


ivailed face, 
jzlory of the 


we ule great | 
freedom and liberty in our ad- 


‘trufted, therefore, 


17 By being converted to 


ithe Lord, I mean, being con- 

iveried to the fpiricual infticu- 

erfeded and annulled, was 
3d 


tion of the or {pel—and where 


A chis fpiritual difpent ation of 
tatious difplay of grandeur— { 


God is, 


there is the trueft lh- 
18 But we all, with un- 
beholding the 
Lord reflected 
as from the brighteft mirror, 
are metamorphol fed into the 
fame moral refemblance ; re- 


j ceiving continual acceflions of 


glory and {plendor, emitted 
trom the great indefectible 
fource of fpiritual light. 
: . > . 
CHap. iv. 1 being in- 
with this 


tion which was interided to be arduous province of difpen- 


abrogated : 

14 but their rational facul- 
ties Were involved in the milts 
of darknefs—-for to the pre- 
{ent day that very vail, which 
Chrift hath removed and for 
ever abolifhed, continues to 
enwrap their minds, when 
they read the Old Teftament ; 
and fall fhrouds their under- 
ftandings in the baleful hades 
of Oe y and gloom. 

5 Vo this very day, when 
ta of Mofes is read by : 


hye 


G2) Ne 


ins the golpel to mankind, 
ve have been diftinguifhed 
a this fional mercy, we 
ie not Taaeta ourfeives to be 
overcome with fatigue and 
languor. 
2 But we have abandoned 
all thefe clandeftine indireét 
practices —- our conduct is not 
actuated by any refined arti- 
fice and cunning—neither do 
we fraudulently tamper with 
the word of God—but by an 


undifeuifed reprefentation of 
the 


Chap. ivi to the 


the truth we lodge a folemn 
appeal with every man’s con- 
{cience in the prefence of the 
great Searcher of hearts. 

3 But if our gofpel be ob- 
{cure, it 1s only obfcure to 
the profligate and abandoned : 

4. The intellectual powers 
of thefe obftinate disbelievers 
the god of this world hath 
benighted in denfe and impe- 
netrable vloom—fo that even 
the effulgent {plendors of the 
elorious gofpel of Chrift, the 
image of the Supreme, is 
not able to pierce and difpel 
it. 

6 For it is not our interefts 
we purlue in preaching the 
eofpel, but the interefts of 
Chrift Jefus our Lord—To 
promote thefe interelts we 
profefs ourfelves your fer- 
vants. 

6 For it is that God, by 
whofe almighty mandate the 
light firft {prung from chaotic 
darknefs, who hath illumi- 
nated our minds with thefe 
celeftial truths; that we might 
diffufe in the world that clear 
and glorious knowledge of the 
one fupreme God, which was 
communicated to mankind by 
Jefus Chrift. 

7 But this facred invaluable 
treafure is inclofed in a veffel 
of frail decaying fhell — fo 
that the ftupendous power 
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that accompanies its difcovery 
is derived trom God, and not 
from us. 

We are ? harraffed on 
every fide with incumbent 
evils ; yet not totally precluded 
from an elcape—perplexed ; 
but not in deiponding circum- 
{tances : 

9 perfecuted ; but not de- 
ferted—trampled uncer foot ; 
but not doomed to perifh: 

10 carrying about with us 
in our perfons wherever we 
go a itriking reprefentation 
of the mangled deceafed body 
of our Lord Jefus—in order 
that the viral energy of Jefus 
may be illuftrioufly difplayed 
by the frailty of our mortal 
body. 

11 For in this life we are 
perpetually expofed to death 
for our inviolable attachment 
to Jefus—but ic is in order 
that the vital energy of Jeius 
may be confpicuoufly feen 
through the medium of frail 
mortality. 

12 So that by preaching 
the gofpel death is adjudged 
to us, but “fe awarded to 


you. 


13 We having the fame 
mental perfuafion that David 
had when he uttered the fol- 
lowing paflages, ‘*T am con- 
vinced of its truth, and there- 
fore have declared it’?>—fo we 

alfo 


allnfion to an arryy 


An 
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alfo can-fay; we-are fully 
perfuaded of the truth of the 
vofpel, and therefore do we 
publifh | it to mankind. 


14 Being conicious that 


pecond Epiftle 


Chap. v. 
invifibleobjects are permanent 
and eternal. 
Cuape. v. 1 For we are 
perfuaded that after the diffo- 
lution of this frail terreftrial 


the Being, who raifed our (tabernacle, God will provide 


Lord Jelus from the dead, 
will alto, through jefus, re- 


animate our mortal body, and } 


prefent us along with you at 
his tribunal. 

16. Por all.things are «cal? 
culated to fubferve your beft 
interefts—in order chat the 
exuberant sane of God | 
difplayed in this divine dif- 
penfation, may by the grateful 
acknowledginents of many 
redound to the glory of the 
fupreme Father. 

16 Animated by thefe mo- 
tives, we fuffer not ourleives § 


rs 





for our immortal principle 
an ever durable eternal ve- 
hicle in the celeftial man- 


at fions. 


2 For in this prefent ve- 


'hicle we eroan under the op- 


preflive load of mortality, ar- 
dently longing to be invefted 
with that {piritual ftructure, 
which awaits us in the regions 
of immortality. 

3 Since being invefted wich 
this, we fhall no longer be 
expofed to errors and fuf- 
lerings. 

4 For furrounded with this 


to fink under the preffures of | decaying tabernacle we groan 


any fatigue-——but though the 
animal part of our nature is 


under the preffure oe this 
mortal lite—not that we are 


exhaufted and broken with oe to be divetted of it— 


Jabours, yet our intel! eftual | 
part 1s continually every day 
more and more enlivened ae 
invigorated. 

17 For our tranfient trivial 
afflictions, which are in this 
fugitive life but of moinen- 
tary duration, will finally pro- 
cure us a molt exce flively 
immenfe and eternal weigh 
of unutterable felicity. 

18 For we aipire not after 
aa but invifible objeks— 
for all vifible objects are fu- 
gzcious and temporary: but 


| 


We are rather defirous that 
our celeftial vehicle might be 
fuperinduced over it; that 
mortality might by an imper- 
ceptible tranflation be abfol- 
ved in immortality. 

5 The Being, who defigned 
us for the acquifition of this 
blefledneis, is che Deity—who 
hath endowed us with fpiri- 
tual gifts as a fure earneft and 
pledge of it. 

6 We have therefore al- 
wzys the moft undoubted and 
congious perfuafion, that while 

we 
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we refide in this prefent mor- 
tal body we are in a {tate of 
exile from our proper home, 
which is with God. 

+ For our conduct is re- 
gulated with a view not to 
ville but invifible, objects. 

_ We are affured of the 
fisiton of this happinefs, and 
judge it infinitely more eligi- 
‘ble to quit the exile of the 
body, and to gain our deftin- 
ed happy home with God. 

Having theie glorious 
profpects, we make it our 
ftudy and ambition, that whe- 
ther in the prifon of the body, 
or enlarged from it, we may 
be the objects of his appro- 
bation. 

10 For we mutt all make 
our appearance before the tri- 
bunal of Chrift, that every 
individual may be treated ac- 
cording to the tenor of his 
ref{peciive conduct in this life, 
whether it hath been moral 
or immoral, 

11 Confcious, therefore, 
of this awful tremendous e- 
vent, we labour with indefa- 
tigable affiduity to convince 
‘men of the truth of Chrifti- 
anity — To our integrity in 
this important function God 
is witnefs, and your conjfci- 


ences, I flatter myfelf, can; 


zifo atteft our integrity. 
12 Not that we lavifh any 
_encomiums upon ourfelves 
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high opinion of us: bur by 
this declaration we afford you 
an opportunity of glorying 
on our behalt—that you may 
be enabled to vindicate us a- 
gainft thofe who wear an ex- 
ternal femblance of exulta- 
tion, while at the fame time 
they are confcious they have 
no juft pretenfions to it. 

13 For if we are under the 
influence of frenzy and dif- 
traction, God is concerned— 
if we are under the dominion 
of fober and fedate reafon and 
reflection, you are concerned. 

14 For the love of Chrift 
feizeth and poffefieth all our 
powers, 

15 when we deliberately 
reflect, that one perfon died 
for che benefit of mankind: 
that confequently all mankind 
were fubjected to death: that 
he died for the benefit of 
mankind that mortals fhould 
not live to themfelves, but to 
him, who both died and was 
raifed for their higheft good. 

16 Wherefore being inte- 


_refted in thefe fignal bleffings, 


we tor the ce know no 
invidious diftinétions between 
perfons of different nations : 


'and though we have gloried 


that Chrift was a Jew, yet 
we glory in this particular no 
longer. 

17 So that if any perfon 
adopts Chriftianity, he from 


mctely that you may form an {that moment begins a new 


creation 


G2 
creation— The old difpenfa- 
tions are vanifhed—Behold ! 
a new and perfect renovation 
of all things hath now com- 
menced | 

18 But all thefe Blefines 
flow from the fole benignity 
of God—who by the miffion 
of Jefus Chriit hath reconciled 
us to himfelf, and hath com- 
miffioned us to publith among 
mankind this conciliating dil- 
penfation : 

39g proclaiming to the 
world, that the Deity hath 
now thro’? Chrift reconciled 
the human race to himfelf — 
that all their former crimes, 
upon their reception of the 
gofpel, will by the Deity be 
totally expunged — and that 
he hath authorized us to pub- 
fh this conciliating inftitu- 
tion. 

20 We are thercfore, in 
the character of Chrift’s am- 
bafiadors, folemnly deputed 
to mankind —- and as if the 
fupreme God himielf addref- 
fed you by us, we implore 
and conjure you, in behalf of 
Chrift, be ye recenciled to 
God. 

21 For that innocent per- 
fon, who lived perfectly free 
from fin, the Deity © treated 
as a finner for our benefit— 
in order that we through him 


> By delivering him up to death. 
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might become the objects of 
the divine benignity. 

Cuap. vi. 1 We there- 
fore, aS co-operating with 
him, entreat you that you 
would not receive this gra- 
cious difpenfation of God 
to a fruitlefs ineffectual pur- 
pofe. 

2 For God in the prophe¢e 
Haiah faith — ‘* In a feafon 
the moit opportune have I 
accepted thy prayer: in a 
time which required the dif- 
play of my falutary power 
have I hatted to affift thee’— 
Behold! now is this feafon 
which God hath judged the 
moft opportune: behold! 
now is the time in which God 
hath iluftrioufly — difplayed 
his falutary power °. 

3 We make it our per- 
petual fludy to be cautious 
of giving any one perfon of- 
fence in any thine— that the 
miniftry may incur no cen- 
fures. 

4 But io the whole of our 
conduct we feduloufly ftrive 
to approve ourfelves as the 
minifters of God by invinci- 
ble patience, by diftreffes, by 
difficulties, by perplexities, 

5 by fcourges, by impri- 
fonments, by an unfettled 
migration from place to place, 
by a deprivation of fleep, by 


a Want 


© This relates to the jine/s of the time in which the gofrel was publithed. 
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a want of the common necef- 12 You: have no reafon to 
faries of life, complain of our affections for 
6 by fanctity of manners, } you being narrow and con- 
by an improvement in know- {tracted—it is you, whofe af- 
ledge, by an unruffled com- | fections are narrow and con- 
pofure under injuries, by a j tracted. 
tweet and benign dilpofition, | 13 In order‘to induce 4 you 
by a? good heart, by undif- [ to requite thefe our tender re- 
fembled benevolence, gards for you, I addrefs you 
7 by undifguifed truth, by }as an indulgent parent his 
the propitious power of God, | beloved children: entreating 
by weapons of facred virtue j you to enlarge your affections 
which we grafp in our right | for us. 
hand and in our left: 14. Be cautious you do not 
8 paffing through a variety affociate with difbelievers— 
of fcenes, through honour and} for can there be any union 
difhonour; through reputa-} betwixt morality and immo- 
tion and difreputation; treat-|rality? Can there be any 
ed as impoftors, yet conicious concord betwixt light and 
of our fincerity ; darknefs ? 
g treated as ignoble and r5 Can Chrift and Be Lai 
obicure, yet Hutte’ ious and} mutually agree and harmo- 


renowned ; as unworthy of} nize > What connection hath 
exiitence, vet. 2th in =hife: 


a virtuous believer with an 
harraffed on every fide w ith obitinate difbeliever ? 
perfecution, yet not devoted} 16 Can the temple of God 
to death ; be confiltent with the worfhip 

10 treated as gleomy and | of falle deities >—for you are 
melancholy, yet ever tranf- | the jacred temple of the living 
ported with exultation and:God: for God hath made 
joy; regarded as perfons inj; this folemn declaration ; “* } 
the moit abject poverty, yet} will refide in them: I will 
enriching immenfe numbers ; | walk among them: I will be 
as deftitute of every thing, } their God, and they fhall be 
yet polfefling every blefing. } my pecple.” 

1x O Corinthians! our ad-{ 17 Burtt thereforethe bonds 
drefs to you flows from the] that tie you to difbelievers, 
moft affectionate tendernefs :] and break off all connections 
eur heart expands with the | with them, faith God : “ Pol- 
fincereft benevolence for you! # lute not yourfelves with thote 

abomi- 


Ev avevpats zie, by a holy spirit, by a devout cifpofition or temper. 


on 
abominable impurities, and | 
will receive you ; 

18 and I will be an indul- 
pent parent to you, and ever 
regard you as my fons and 
daughters, the objects of my 
fond affections, faith the 
Lord.” 

Cuap.vi. 1 Bleffed with 
thefe promifes, my beloved 
brethren, let us cautioufly a- 
voidevery contamination both 
perfonal and mental, and in- 
‘iolably maintain an holy pu- 
rity of manners in the fear of 
God. 

§—2 Give us a favour- 
able reception— We have in- 
jured no perfon, we have cor- 
rupted no perion, we have 
defrauded no perfon. 

3 I do not mentien this as 
a tacit reflection upon you— 
for I have before given you 
the ftrongett affurances that 
our affeétion for you is fo ar- 
dent and fincere, that we 
could chearfully {pend all our 
days and our laft breath with 
you. 

4 I addrefs you with great 
familiarity and treedom—~-you 
have induced me to betlow 
many deferved encomiums 
upon you—you have infufed 
confolation into my troubled 
mind— your conduct infpires 
me amidift all my forrows and 
fufferings with ecftafies of 
tranfporting exultation. 

5 For on our arrival in 
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Macedonia our ficart was in- 
ceffantly torn with a tumul- 
tuous variety of corroding 
cares — We conficted with 
every form of wretchednefs— 
without, we were harrafled 
with the hotteit perfecution ; 
within, we were diftreffed 
with cruel fears. 

6 But that Being, who 
foothes the forrows of the de- 
jected, infufed divine confo- 
lation into our minds by the 
arrival of Titus, 

7 But we will not attribute 
our reftored tranquillity fole- 
ly to his arrival; but to thofe 
comfortable affurances you 
gave him—for he acquainted 
us with your fincere affection, 
with your generous lamenta- 
tion, with your fervent zeal 
for me — an account, which 
tranfported me into the high- 
eft excefles of joy. 

8 For tho’ I diftrefied you 
by my letter I do net repent 
it wow, though my heart did 
once reproach me for it-—for 
I wow fee that that letter only 
gave you a momentary un- 
eafinels, 

g But now I rejoice, not 
indeed that I diftrefled you, 
but that your diftrefs produ- 
ced a fincere repentance of 
your former irregularities— 
for you were distreffed with: 

regard to your duty to God, 
left any punifhment fhould be 


inflicted upon you by us. 
10 Fer 
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ro For the refult of that|the regards you all exprefied 
forrow, which concerns duty}for him have banifhed from 
to God, is a genuine repen | his mind every inquietude. 


rance and reformation, which 14 So that I am not afha- 
finally iffues in everlafting } med of thofe high encomiums 


ialvation — but that forrow, fin which I formerly celebra- 
which hath fecular interefts! ted your worth before hin— 
for its object, iflues in final {| but as we have always con- 
nerdition. {cientioufly declared to you 
11 But this forrow of yours, } the truth; fo our glorying of 
which was occafioned by abyou before Titus hath evin- 
con{cious neglect of your duty [ced itfelf to be founded in 
t0 God, behold! what folli- } truth. . 
citous anxiety it produced a-j 15 And his affections for 
mong you! what itudied apo- eu are continually growing 
logies! what felf-indignation! ‘ ftronger and {tronger, when 
what terror! what vehemence | he reviews the chearful uni- 
of defire! what zealous fer- | verfal compliance of you all 
vour! what revenge againit} with my injunctions, and in 
yourfelves fer being feduced | what painful anguifh and per- 
into thefe errors !—You have fturbation of mind you firft 
in the whole of this affair ac- | received him. 





quitted yourfelves in a vir- 16 Reflections on this 
tuous and honourable man-{tranfport me with joy, and 
VET. induce me to place an un- 


12 Tho’ [ therefore wrote | bounded confidence in your 
that letter to you, I did not ] fidelity. 
write it either on account of | 
the injurious or the injured 


perfon— but I appeal to God CHAR. Vilk 

that my motive was to give : 

you the ftrongeft demonitra- | t Hiriftian brethren, we 
tion of the fincere fervency of cannot forbear ac- 
our affection for you. quainting you with that moft 


13 The confolation there-| liberal contribution, - which 
fore you derived from myj}hath been made by the 
epiftle infpires us with reci- | churches of Macedonia : 
procal comfort—and efpeci- 2 that, notwithf{tandine 
ally were we rejoiced to fee] the fevere trial of perfecution 
Titus filled with fuch tranf- | they have undergone, and the 
port upon your account: for} deep poverty -in which they 


are 
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are immerfed, the excels of 
soy, with which their Chri- 
ftian principles infpire them, 
have prompted them to exert 
themielves in the moft muni- 
ficent and generous manner. 

3 For 1 can teftiry they 
have been cheartul and volun- 
tary benefactors to the utmoft 
extent of their ability, nay 
beyond their ability. 

4. For they follicited us 
with many entreaties that we 
would receive their charitable 
collection, and make dittri- 
bution of it for the benefit of 
the neceffitous Chriftians in 
Judea. 

5 In this refpect they have 
furpafled our moft fanguine 
hopes — for they have not 
only through the will of God 
devoted themfelves to the fer- 
vice of Chrift, but to the 
fervice of us. 

6 So that the beneficence 
they difcovered induced us to 
defire Titus, that as he had 
already begun, fo he would 
finifh,. this charitable contri 
bution among you. 

7 Since therefore you are 
diftinguifhed for miraculous 
gifts, for an ability of con. 
verfing in various Janguages, 
for fuperior knowledge,: tor 
your. generous earneftneds, 
and for your fingular regards 
and affection for us: fee that 
you, on this occafion, diftin- 
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cuifh yourfelves as much fot 
your liberality. 

8 Not that I would be 
underilood to lay an autho- 
ritative injunction upon you 
—TYam only defirous that the 
exemplary readinefs of others 
fhould excite you to giveafab- 
flantial proof of the genuine- 
nefs of your benevolence. 

g For you are no ftrangers 
to the amiable benignity of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, thar 
tho’ he pofiefled a {tation ot 
the moft illuttrioes dignity, 
yet ftooped to a condition of 
the molt abjeét poverty sor 
our fakes; that by his indt- 
gence we might be enriched. 

10 I cannot but fpeak my 
fentiments to you freely on 
this topic—To exert your- 
felveson this occafion 1s highly 


/proper for you, who a year 


avo have begun, not only te 
perform thefe charitable acts, 
but to perform them with pro- 
penfe and cheariul dilpofiti- 
ons. 

11 Do you now therefore 
complete thefe contributions 
—that as you have difcovered 
a very prompt dilpofition to 
begin, you may be alfo in- 
cited tg accomplhifh the exe- 
cution of it according to your 
re{fpective circumftances, 

12 For -if there is but 2 
liberal generous difpofition, 
the Deity accepts it according — 

to 
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to what it caz, not according 
to what it cannot give. 

13 Ido not mean that in 
erder to take off the preilure 
of diftrefs from others, it 
fhould be laid upon you— 
but that the ftrigteft rules of 
équity fhould be obferved— 
that your munificence fhould 
on the prefent occafion relieve 
them under their indigencies, 

14 that in like circumf{tan- 
ces, their liberality might fup- 
ply your exigencies —-in order 
that che ftricteft equity in the 
reciprocal communication of 
thefe beneficent offices may be 
regarded. 

be AS .it is written, ** Fie 
that gathered much manna 
had not a larger quantity than 
others : and he who collected 
but a little, had not a lefs 
quantity than the reft.” 

16 Thanks be to Ged, who 
kindled in the breaft of Titus 
© fuch an ardour of affection 
for you! 

17 Foras he? received fuch 
comfort and fatisfaction from 
the vifit he lately paid you, 
out of his fervent regards for 
you, heis now, from his own 
voluntary inclination, fet out 
upon a fecond journey to you. 

18 We have ient along 
with him another Chrittian 
brother, who hath acquired 
deferved reputation among all 
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the focieties of Chriftians, tor 
his integrity and labours in 
propagating the gofpel. 

1g And not only is he held 
in univerfal efteem, but he 
hath been affociated with us, 
by the fuftrage of thechurches, 
in the management of this 
collection; which is inftituted 
to promote the glory of God.,. 
and to excite your chearful 
charitable contributions. 

20 In conducting this cha- 
rity we wil moft cautioufly 
avoid all juft cenfures, and 
give occafion to no perfon to 
reflect upon us for an im- 
proper direction of this great 
truft. 

21 We fhal! ftudy to ac- 
quit ourfelves in it with ho- 
nour, not only in the fight of 
God, but of men. 

22 We have difpatched, 
alone with thefe two, another 
Chriftian brother alfo, whofe 
active diligence to ferve us 
we have experienced on many 
occafions ; and who, on this 
emergency in particular, hath 
fhewed fingular activity and 
readinefs, trom a warm con- 
fidence he repofes in you. 

23 Whether therefore you 
regard ‘Litus, you are to con- 
fider him.as my collegue, en- 
gaged in the iame common 
labours as myfelf—or whether 
our other two Chriftian bre- 

H thren, 


. © Teauryy is the true reading. 
: # See chapter vii. ver. 7. 


Ao 


go 
Thren, who are along with 
him, they are the apoftles of 


the churches, and a dittin- 
guifhed honour to the Chri- 
{tian religion. 
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all the churches fee, a demon- 
{tration of your benevolence : 
and what abundant reafon we 
have to glory in you. 

Cuap.ix. 1. With regard 
to this contribution for the 
neceffitous Chriftians in Ju- 
dzea, it is fuperfluous for me 
to urge any more arguments 
CO EXCite you tot, 

2 For I have the ftrongeft 
perfuafion of your prompt 
and generous difpofitions— 
for which I have defervedly 
celebrated you among the 
Macedonians, affuring them 
Achaia was ready for every 
benevolent office of this kind 
an year aso—and this account 


of your exemplary liberality 


hath incited a {pirit of emu- 


lation in confiderable num- | 


bers to contribute to this cha- 
Muy. = 
2 | have therefore difpatched 
the Chriftian brechren to you 
at this time, for fear our glo- 
rying in you in this refpect 
might be unhappily fruftra- 
ted: and in order, as I men- 
tioned before, that your col- 
lection may be ready againft 
my arrival : 

4. left, if the Macedonians 


fhould come along with me, 


} 





) 
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and they furprize you abfo- 
lutely unprepared, we fhould 
(to fay nothing of you your- 
ielves) be covered with con- 
fufion, when we reviewed the 
confident eulogies we had for- 
merly lavifhed upon you. 

5 I judged it therefore 
highly requifite to bez my 
Chriftian brethren that they 
would fet out before me on. 
their journey to you, and ac- 
complith the above-mentioned: 
collection among you, pre- 
vious to my coming—that 1t 
may be ready as a voluntary 
generous donation, and not 
as a mean avaritious pittance. 

6 For in this refpect one 
may jultly apply the follow- 
ing paffage of {cripture : ‘* [ie 
that fows with a fcanty hand. 
reaps a feanty harveft: he 
that fows with a copious. 
hand, reaps a copious har- 
Veils 

7 But letevery perfon give 
as his heart prompts and dic- 
tates to him—let his charity 
not be beftowed with reluct- 

ance, or extorted by neceffity 
——for God loveth a chearful 
iver. 

8 God is able to fhower 
down upon you every felicity, 
and at all times to blefs you 
with fuch affluence and fuc- 
cefs, that you may be abun- 
dantly qualified to perform 
every humane and benevolent 
office. 
g As 


Chap. ix. 

As it 1s written: * He 
hath diffufed the flreams of 
his goodnefs around: he hath 
relieved the wants of the ne- 
ceffitous: his benienity en- 
dureth for ever.” 

ro And may that Being, 
who jupplies the hufbandman 
with feed, and the human race 
with the neceffaries of life, 
profper your temporal in- 
terefts, and give a bleifing to 
the generous efforts cf your 
beneficence | 

1f And may you ever pof- 
fefs fuch happy circumftances, 
as fhall enable you to perform 
every benevolent ofice—a dif- 
pofition this, which occafions 
many grateful acknowledg- 
ments to be paid to the Su- 
preme parent: 

12 For this charitable con- 
tribution, with which we are 
entruf{ted, doth net only al- 
jJeviate the diftreffes of the 
indigent Chriftians ; but will 
caufe the moft devout and 
fervent thankfgivings to God 
from immenfe numbers. 

13 For this collection will 
be a means of their glorifying 
God for your profefied at- 
tachment to the gofpel of 
Chrift, and for your benevo- 
lent contribution to them and 
to others. 

14 You will alfo fecure a 
fhare in their prayers, and the 
firft place in their affections, 
On account of that exceeding 
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iberal generofity you have ex- 
prefied towards them. 

15 hanks be to God for 
his ineffable benignity ! 


CHAP: 
I — Paul conjure you by the 
inoHenfive mildnets and 
lenity of Chrift, who, when 
perfonally prefent with you, 
am humble and unaffuming, 
but in my abfence addrels 
you with conicious dignity 
and boldnefs : 

2 1 earneftly implore you, 
I repeat it, that you would 
prevent me from exerting that 
authority, which I at prefent 
intend to exert againft fome 
certain perfons among you, 
who maintain that the whole 
of our conduct is entirely ac- 
tuated by fecular principles. 

3 Weare converfant indeed 
with feeular things, but we 
{pread not cur conquefts with 
lecular weapons. 

4 For the weapons with 
which we combat, were not 
zorged by mortal ikill—they 
of ecleftial temper, and 


refifuble torce and energy to 
demolifh the ftrong forts of 
pagan fuperftition : 

5 They fubvert the vain 
ftructures of human philofo- 
phy, and overturn every thing 
that arrogantly exalts itfelt 

H 2 againdt 
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againft the fcheme which di- 
vine wifdom hath planned— 
and they captivate and reduce 
all the refinements of {pecu- 
ation under an abfolute fub- 
jection to Chritt. 

6 And I am prepared to 
quell all obftinate  difobe- 
dience and oppofition to me, 
after you yourfelves are re- 
turned to your former perfect 
allegiance to the gofpel. 

7 Do you fufter yourfelves 
to be fwayed by mere exterior | 
appearances a any perion 
is confidently perfuaded in 
his own mind that he isa true 
follower of Chrift, let him re- 
flect that we alfo have as well 
founded pretenfions to this 
character as hinnfelf. 

8 For fhould {[ boaft of 
that power with which our 
Lord hath ivefted us, to pro- 
mote edification among you, 
and rot to inflict divine pu- 
nifhment upon you; Ff fhould 
not, in the mean time, have 
reafon to be covered witi 
confufion. 

g I fay this, that I may 
not be deem neue as one, who 
can only alarm you merely by 
his letters: 

10 For his letters, fays he, 
are authoritative and ipirited : 
but his perfonal prefence is 
mean, and his difcourfe to the 
Jaft degree contemptible. 

_ i Mee dtuch aneone..cone 
clude that we can 7a perfon 


> 


Second Epuffle Chap. x. 
exert that power, of which 


our /etters reprefent us to be 
poffeffed. 

12 For we dare not com- 
pare or elevate ourfelves to a 
level with thofe, who lavifli 
flich extravagant encomiums 
upon themfelves—but thote, 
who affeét to meafure other, 
perfons abilities by the ftan- 
dard of their own, and who 


- draw invidious compartions of 


themfelves with others, do, 
by this conduct, oo ‘all 
pretences to wifdon 

73 But we fhall not fLoop 
to ule fich extravagant im- 
meafurable boafts— but we 
will afflert, that according ta 
the meafure of that ftandarc 
which the divine Being hath 
allotted us, we have regularly 
preached the golpel through 
all the intermediate recicns 
as far as to your city. 

14 For we did not rapidly 
bound over the interpofing 
countries when we came as 
far as to you—but we reor 
larly planted the Chri (tian re. 
ligion, in our progrefs, thro’ 
all the inter evening {pace tli 
cur arrival among you. 

15 We do not raifea proud 
fuperftructure on a foundation 
that another hath Jaid—but 
we flatter ourfelves that, your 
belief of the truth of the gof- 
pel increafing, we fhall be 
more univerfally efteemed, ac- 

cording 


Chapyx, tothe Cori 


cording to the province al- 


lotted to us ; 

16 fo as to be enabled to 
promulgate the glad tidings 
of Chriftiamity in the coun- 


tries that he deyord you—and | 
f tual gifts different trom thofe 


| I conferred upon you; or if 
jhe can publith a gofpel difie- 
}rent from that which I have 
| propagated among you, you 
I would be juftified 1 in allowing 


not oftentatioufiy glory in 
another perion’s province, 
where I find ali things pre- 
vioully adiuited. 

17 But lethim, who glori- 
etn, glory in Ged : 


18 For not he who pub- | 
iifhes his own recommenda- | 
tion meriteth approbation and | 
} eminent of the apoftles. 


confidence — but he whofe 


character God by fpiritual en- } 
i difcourfe my attainments are 
| vulear, yet not in intellectual 
| endcwments—but all of you, 


dowments attefts and recom- 
1ends. 


CEPAD. xT, 


of tolly J am going to incur 


— I implore your kindnefs | 
| order to exalt you? Have I 


and candour to me. 


2 For I feel the fenfations } 


of the ftrongeft jealoufy on 
your account — for I have 
united you only to one per- 
fon, hoping to prefent you to 
Chrift in chafte inviolate pu- 
rity : 

3 but I am anxioufly fol- 
Jicitous, left, as the ferpent 
by his feduétive arts deluded 
Eve, your affections fhould 
alfo be corrupted and alien- 
ated from the fole fidelity 
you owe to Chritt. 


NTHIAN &. 






LOL 

4 If the perfon, who hath 
introduced himtelf into your 
fociety, can preach another 
Jeius, whom I have not 
preached ; or if you can be 
endowed by him’ with {piri- 


his Monon 
5 For J judge myfelf in 
no refpes inferior to the moft 


6 For though in verbal 


on all occafions, have been 


| Clearly convinced of my real 

1 BF With you would be] 
candid to an inftance 

| been criminal, 


character. 

7 What! hath my conduct 
becaufe I vo- 
luntarily degraded myielf in 


cone amifs, becaufe I chofe 
to be perfectly difinterefted 
in preaching the gofpel a- 


‘mong you ? 


From other churches I 
received a ftipend, in order 
that my miniftrations among: 
you might be gratuitous— 
And when I was with you, 
and in neceffitous circum- 
{tances, I did not hang upon 
any one for a maintenance : 

g for the chriftians, who 
come from Macedonia, re- 
Hs lieved 
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lieved me in my indigence— 
{o that I never have been, and 
am determined never will be, 
burdenfome to any of you. 

ro I can pledge my firm 
belief of Chriftianity upon the 
truth of what I now declare, 
That my boafting in this re- 
{pect will never be difproved 
and refuted in the region of 
Achaia: 

ri But wny cid J ac to- 

wards you in this difintereft- 

ed manner ? Was it for want 
of affection for you ?—TI can 
appeal to God for its ardour 
and fincerity. 

12 But the reafon that 
now determines, and will for 
ever determine me, to act-in 
this manner, is, that I may 
enurely preclude all objec- 
tions againft me from thofe, 
who would with rapture pick 
up any thing to object — in 
order that, seavaniendin 
their extravagant boalls, they 
may be found here on an e- 
quality with me. 
~ 13 Such perfons as thefe 
are falfe and fictitious apo- 
ftles, artful and fraudulent in- 
truders, hypocritically affu- 
ming the mask of the apofto- 
hic character. 

14. And no wonder, when 
Satan himfelf afflumes the 
form of an angel of light. 


Second Epiftle 


Chap. x: Xi. 


15 It is no aftonifhing cir- 
cumitance then, if his mint- 
{ters perfonate the minifters 
of virtue—But their end fhall 
be according to their works. 

§—1i6 Ler no one, I re- 
peat it, efteem me weak and 
devoid of underitanding — I 
will allow you, however, to 
regard me in this light, pro- 
vided you will with” candour 
permic me to puolifh a little 
my own praife. 

17 What I declare on tins 
article doth not flow from 
any explicit fuggeftions of the 
Spir 1t—this preremptory con- 
fidence in boafting 1s ‘folely 
derived from a principle of 
human weaknefs and error. 

18 As many have pafied 
fuch extravagant encomiums 
on their temporal privileges 
and advantages, [ am prompt- 
ed to celebrate mine. 

19 And here I expect your 
candour—-for being endowed 
with fuch fuperior knowledge 


yourfelves, you can eafily 
bear with the weak and un- 
intelligent. 


20 For you are all patient 
fubmiffion, if a & perion en- 
flaves you to his will; it a 
perfon fleeces you; if a per- 
fon cajoles you out of your 
property ; if a perfon domi- 
neers over you; if a perion 


even 


s Alluding to what the fal? Apofile had done, 


Chap. x1. 
even offers you the moft abu- 
five infults. 

21 What induces me to 
recount the following parti- 
culars of myfelf is the re- 
proach that hath been caft 
upon me, as 1f I had nothing 
to fuppert my apoftolic cha- 
racter — Brt I have as juft 
pretenfions to it, I {peak 1 
with humble fubmifiion, as 
any of my opponents. 

22 Are they onginal He- 
brews? So am J—Are they 
Ifraelites ? So am I — Are 
they the defcendents of Abra- 
ham ? So am I, 

23 Are they mintters of 
Chrift ?—I ipeak imprudent- 
ly—I am more entitled to that 
charatter—TVhrough what a 
feries Gf Jabours have I pafs- 
ed! How often have I been 
mangled with fcources! How 
often have I been in cenfine- 
ment! How often in the 
jaws of death! 

24. Five times was 1 pub- 
lickly fcourged by the Jews, 
and received each time thirty 
nine lafhes. 

25 Three times I was 


floned — three times J] was 


the mercy of the waves. 
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own country-men, dangers 
from the Fleathens, dangers 
in frequented cities, dangers 
in unfrequented  folitudes, 
dangers by fea, dangers a- 
mong pretended Chriftians. 
27 Conflicting with fatigue 
and wearinefs, with hunger 
and thirft, with frequent want 
of fleep, and frequent want 
of food, with cold and naked- 


inefs: 


28 And befides all thefe 


external evils, my mind every 


oy internally torn and di- 
{tracted with a painful anxious 
follicitude for all the churches. 

2g What Chriftian is there 
that betrays any weaknefs, 
and I am not unhappy on his 
account — who is there that 
ever conceives prejudices a- 
gainft Chriftianity, and I am 


-not greatly affected with in- 
ward grief and uneafinels. 


30 Hf I am under an abfo- 


plute neceffity of celebrating 
pmyfelf, I will celebrate the 
‘ forrows and fufferings I have 
, fuftained. 


31 I folemnly appeal, for 


;the veracity of the above- 
beaten with rods—once I was | 
| God and father of our Lord 
fhipwrecked, and was during.| 
a night and a day toffed at} 
| endlefs ages of eternity. 

26 In my numerous jour- | 
nies I have encountered dan- [ 
gers from rivers, dangers from { 
robbers, dangers from my! 


mentioned particulars, to the 


Jefus Chrift, who 1s worthy 
to be adored through ail the 


32 In Damafcus, the go- 
vernor under king Aretas 
placed a guard at the gates 
of the city, with a defign to 

Hi 4 capprae 


ro4 
apprehend 
me: 


and 


a large bafket through an > 
aperture in the city wall, and 


efcaped his fury. 


‘Cs AP. All. 


1 ST am obliged, in or- 

der to vindicate my- 
feik to publifh my own pane- 
gyric, which:-I do with the 
utmoft reluctance, I will par- 
ticularly infift on thofe vifions 
and: revelations which God 
hath vouchfafed. 

2 About fourteen - years 
aco I knew a convert to Chri- 
ftianity, who was conveyed to 
the third heaven— but whe- 
ther he was tranfported thi- 
ther in perfon, or only in 
mind, it is impoffible for me 
to determine —- God only 
knoweth the manner tn which 
this was effected. 

3 Such a perfon I knew, 
who was fuddenly conveyed 
into paradife— but whether 
his body, or folely his mind, 
was fnatched into tholfe blet- 
fed abodes, I know not—Ged 
only. knoweth. 


Paut’s Second Epifile 
affaffinate } 


33 but I was a down in 


Chap. xil. 
4 There he heard words 

ineffable, which it 1s impoffi- 

ble for frail mortality ¢o utter. 

5 Of the diftinguifhed 
happinefs, with which this 
perfon was favoured, I will 
boaft— but I will clory in 
nothing refpecting mytelt, ex- 
cept my fufferings. 

6 But fhould I choofe to 
found my own eulogy, I 
fhould not betray any “weak- 
nefs or folly, for I fhouid in- 
violably adhere to truth— 
but I forbear doing this, in 
order that no perfon may 
e{timate me above my perfo- 
nal appearance, or above’ the 
reports of human fame: 

7 But left 1 fhould be too 
much elated with thefe moit 
fingular and iluftrious reve- 
lations, a ' meffenger of Sa- 
tan was commiffioned to 
wound and afflict my body, 
to prevent aye being inflated 
with this ditt tingwithed ho- 
nour. 

8 I therefore three times 
earneftly implored almighty 
God that this dreadful “evil 
might relinguifh me: — 

g but he faid to me—My 
favour is fufficient for thee! 
my omnipotence is more il- 


mney 


B Aig murs @, Nihil aliud intelligicur quam foramen in moenibus, saith 


habebant~ ie ad emittenda tela., 


p. 43.. Edit. 1698. 


Burman. in not, ad Phadri Fab, 1%. 


i The Jews believed that difeafes bad diflempers were inflicted by Satan’ 


This woman whom Satan hath bound, lo thefe eig ghteen, years, 


wen. 16. 


Li ake chax. 


Chap.,xil. 
luftrioully difplayed by thy 
inability! — It is therefore 
with -confcious -pleafure chat I 
rather boaft-of my own in- 
ability, as the irrefittible 
power of -God does, . by that 
means, confpicuoully appear 
to refide in me. 

10 It 1s for this reafon that 
I- have a placid fatisfaction in 
my bodily infirmities, amid 
the infules- I fuftain, in necef- 
fitous circumftances, in per- 
fecutions, in the molt immi- 
nent dangers, for my Chriftian 
profeffion — for when I am 
naturally unable to extricate 
myfelf, then I am fuperna- 
turally endowed with power. 

11-By boafting of myfelf 
-in- this manner J] betray my 
want of widom — But it ts 


you who have compelled me. 


to it — for J ought rather in 
juftice to have been com- 
mended and applauded by 
you; for I am in no refpect 
inferior to the moft eminent 
of the apoftles — though in 
myfelf J am nothing. 

“12 The evidences indeed 
of my real apoftolical charac- 
ter have been illuftrioufly ex- 
hibited among you by my 
fortitude mndes all the injy- 
ries I fuflained, and by the 
{tupendous operations, afto- 
nifhing miracles, and prodi- 
gies of power I effected a- 
mong you. 

,13. For in what refpedt 
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have you been inferior to 
other churches, except, that 
I never. extorted~a.. mainte- 
nance.from you—Do fargive 
me this injury 2 ose. 

§—14 Behold! this is the 
third time I have had every 
thing in readinefs for a jour- 
ney to vifit you — but I will 
not be burdenfome to you; 
for Ido not feek your tem- 
poral but your everlafting in- 
terefts — for children oushe 
not to accumulate treafures 
for their parents, but parents. 
for their children. | 

15 But with the greateft 
tranfport I would. not. only. 
exhauft all I poffefs,. but be 
exhaufted myfelf, for your 
immortal fouls; even though 
it fhould happen that the 
more I love you, the lefs I 
fhould be beloved. 

16 * But allowing,” re- 
plies my opponent, ‘* that I 
never extorted a maintenance 
from you—in this I only dif- 
covered a great refinement in 
cunning, and this fubtil infi- 
dious artifice I practifed mere- 
ly to impofe upon you.” 

17 To this I anfwer—Did 
I ever draw any money from 
you by any of the meffengers 
I difpatched to you ? 

18 I defired Titus to wait 
upon you, and fent another 
Chriftian along with him--did 
Titus aét with any lucrative 
views among you? = Were 
We 


x06 


we not all actuated by the 
fame principles ? Did we not 
all tread in the fame fteps ? 

19 Do. you imagine I am 

again apologizing for my not 
coming to you in perion ?— 
I folemnly declare in the pre- 
fence of the Deity, 
Chriftian, that I fincerely in- 
tend to vifit you, and to do 
every thing, my Chriftian 
friends, to promote your im- 
provement. 

20 For I am afraid left, 
when I do arrive, I neither 
fhould find you /uch as J with, 
and that you will find me 
fuch as you do not wifh — I 


am afraid left I find you torn | 


and diftracted by diffentions, 
emulations,. 
cords, defamation, fcandal, 
tuous paMion. 

21 lam painfully anxious 
left, when I come among you, 
my God fhould involve me 
in the acuteft diftrefs of mind: 


{candalous 


yet totally abandoned thofe 
abominable impurities, thoie 
debaucheries, and thofe lib:- 
dinous ‘purfuits, in which 
they were formerly engaged, 


Pautr's Second Epijile 


and as a] 





Chap. xiii. 
Gis Wale wae Cee 


HIS ts the third time 

| am coming to you 

—By the united teftimony of 

k two or three witneffes every 
truth fhall be confirmed. 

2 1 afiured you before, f 
now affure you again, and 
addrefs myfelf to all of you, 
but particularly to thofe who 
have been lately guilty of 
fcandalous immoralities, be- 
ing prefent with you in idea, 
though abfent in perfon; | 
folemnly affure you, at my 
coming, I will not {pare you, 

3 fince, after all the evi- 


i dences that have been exhi- 
animofities, dif- } 


ited, you ftill demand a 


proof of Chrift fpeakine by 
infolence, and every tumul- | 


me—though he difplayed his 


| divine power in fo illuftrious 
| a manner among you. 


4 For thoush Chrift fuf- 


fered the death of crucifixion, 
| in frail and feeble mortality ; 
and left I have too much rea- 
fon to deplore and lament the } 
immoralities of § 
ereat numbers, who have not { 


yet by the omnipotent power 
of God he lives—and though 
we too fuftain mortal fufer- 

ings by an attachment to 


! him, yet, by the power of the 
| Deity, we fhall fpend an hap- 


py immortality with him. 
5 Examine yourfelves whe- 
ther you have adopted Chri- 
{tianity : 


k Meaning his favo -Jetters. 


Chap. xui. 
{tianity : Explore yourfelves : 


Cannot you difcover, unlets 
indeed you have loft all dif. 


cernment, that Jefus Chrift | 


is really among you by the 


he hath endowed you ? 

6 I flatter mylelf the leaft 

renee will convince you, 
that I am not deftitute of a 
power to prove my miffion. 

+ Learneftly beg of God, 
that you would perpetrate 
nothing criminal—not that | 
want to evince my power by 
an infliction of punifhment 
upon you for your crimes— 
for I would rather be regarded 


as incapable of producing | 


fuch proof, than you fhould 
commit any thing finful. 
8 For we cannot exert any 


only to advance, the progrefs 
of truth. 
9 Weare glad, therefore, 


power to punifh you, and 
when you are {trong in Chri- 
{tian virtue—and it is for the 
augmentation and perfection 
of this ftrength, that we in- 
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ptercede with Ged by our 
| prayers. 


10 I write thefe things to 
you, in my abfence, that, when 


f prefent, 1 may not be obliged 
{piritual powers with which | 


to ule any fevere methods, 
and to exert that power which 


1Chrift hath veited in me ta 
} promote edification among 
Fyou, not to inflict divine pu- 
J nifhments upon you. 


11 Finally, my Chriftian 


| brethren, farewell! Be per- 
| fectly harmonious : 
| minds be foothed with confo- 
| lation : 
‘nevolent affection one for 
| another : 


let your 
cherifh the fame be- 


live in mutual con- 
cord; and the God of con- 


j cord and love will blefs you! 


12 We beg our moft af- 


' fe€tionate remembrance to 
{piritual power to oppofe, but | 
|All the Chriftian brethren 
s here fend their moft refpectful 
t falutations. 

when we are deftitute of J 


every one of your fociety. 


13 May you all continue 


Sto enjoy the favour of our 
{Lord Jefus Chrift, and the 
Hlove of God, and a commu- 
nity of the miraculous aifts 
jof the Holy Spirit ! Amen, 


PAUL’s 


PAUL’s Epiltle to the GALATIANS. 


CrAP. 2, 

Paul, who was con- 
{tituted an apoftle, not 
by human authority, 
nor through any human a- 
gency, but by the fole ap- 
pointment of Jefus Chrift, and 
of God the fupreme Parent 
of the univerfe, who raifed 
him from the grave : 

2 affeCtionately join with 
ail the Chriflians, who are 
now with me, in fincerely 
wifhing the churches of Ga- 
latia 

3 every favour and felicity 
trom God the fupreme Fa- 
ther, and from our Lord Je- 
jus Chrift, 

4 who, in comphance with 
the will of God our merciful 
Parent, voluntarily affumed 
our nature to extricate us 
from our vices, and refcue us 
from the corruptions of the 
prefent depraved and profli- 
gate age. 

5 May the praile of the 
Deity, the original author 
ot this difpenfation, refound 
through aj] the rolling ages 
of eternity ! 

6 1 am aftonifhed you 
whould fo quickly detfert the 
caufe of Chnift, who gra- 


i 


al et ee 


cioufly invited you into his 
religion, to adopt another fet 
of principles : 

7 which do not indeed ef- 
fentially differ from the truths 
you firit received — though 
fome certain perfons have la- 
boured to throw you into 
confufion, and appear fo de- 
firous to deprave and pervert 
the genuine golpel of Chrilt. 

8 But fhould we, fhould 
an angel from the celeftial 
regions defcend and proclaim 
among you a fyftem of truths 
repugnant to thofe we .pub- 
hifhed among you, let him be 
regarded. as an execrable im- 
poitor. a 

g Let me folemnly repeat 
what I have now afferted— 
Should -any being whatever 
publifh among you a fet of 
principles repugnant to thofe 
you adopted, regard him as 
an execrable impoftor. 

10 For do I now ftrive to 
recommend mylelf to men or 
to God ?-——or do I make it 
my fole ftudy to fecure the 
efteem and applaufe of the 
world ?—Had the applaute of 
the world been my {ole go- 
verning principle, I fhould not 
have embraced the caufe of 


Chr@tianity ! 
11 | 


Chap. 1. Paur’s Epifk, &c. 109 
11 I folemnly affure you, » human race for clearer inftruc- 
my Chriftian brethren, that | tion in its truths : 
the joyful truths which were | 17 neither did I imme- 
publifhed by me among you, f diately turn back to ferufa- 
hace not an humen origi lem, to confult the moft emi- 
nal: } nent among the apoftles—but 
2° for neither did any hu- | I went directly into Arabia— 
man being communicate them | and from thence returned to 
to me, nor did I adopt them | Damafcus. 
from any human inftruction: | 18 Three years after this ¥ 
{ folely derived them from the } travelled to Jerufalem to vifit 
revelation of Jefus Chriff. Peter, and {pent fifteen days 
13 For youare no ftrangers j With him : 
to my former rigid attach-¢ 19 and he was the only 
ment to the Jewith religion — y apottle I did fee, except James 
You have heard with what j the brother of our Lord. 
20 For the veracity of what 


exceflive virulence and fury I | 
pa and perfecuted the} 1 now affert, J folemnly ap- 


Chriftians. | peal to the great omnipotent 


14 You have heard what j Searcher of hearts. 
21 |, afterwards, vifited 


proficiency I made in_ the 
{tudy and knowledge of Ju- {the countries of Syria and of 
Cilicia. 


daifm above all my co-equals f 
22 But Iwas perfonally uh- 


and contemporaries--and how | 
zealoufly tenacious I was of | known to all the focieties of 
Chriftians in Judza: 


thofe rules and injunctions | 

which were tranfmitted by our} 23 they had only heare 

Jewith forefathers. ithis report of me—that the 
15 Buc when the Deity, | perfon who was fo implacable 

who deftined me from my ]}and flaming a perfecutor of 

birth to the apoftolic office, { the Chriftians,was now preach- 

and hath now gracioufly in- § 


ing that religion which he was 

vefted me with it, was pleafed | fo indefatigable to crufh and 
16 to blefs me with the | extirpate: : 
difcoveries of his Son’s gof-{ 24 and for this my con- 
pel, and, particularly, ap- | verfion they devoutly glorified 
pointed me to proclaim its | God. ; 
truths among the Heathens,}| Crap.u. 1. Fourteen years 
upon my fupernatural recep- | after this I went up again to 
tion of this glorious fyftem, I ee accompanied by 


did not apply to any of the | Barnabas and ‘Titus. : 
LS eke 2 This: 





PAUL's 
This journey I under- 
ae nn conlequence of an 


fig 


exprefs direction from God— | 


and, on my arrival, in private 
conference with ne of the 


a eminent of the apottles, 
q oa, 


labours fhould be rendered 
totally ineffectual. 

3 Yet, notwithf{tanding this, 
neither ‘Titus, 
alone with me, and was a 

mit to the Je with rite of cir- 
cumcilion ; 

4 nor did I then make the 


truding felfe Chriftians, who | 
officioutly 3 infinuated them- 
ielves into the company, 


merely as infidious ipies on 
that uncontrouled 
which we claim and exercile 
under the Chriftian difpenfa- 
tion, and with a view to fub- 


mofaic ritual. 


2 moment’s fubmifion —1in 
order that 


be perpetuated among you. 
6 Nor is there any dif- 


ference and diftinction put | 
between myfelf and thofe, | 
who are efteemed poffefled of | 


fuch dittinguilhed eminence— 


jand authority, did not, 
fany one initance, communi- 
a minute detail of the | 
afeiines I propagated among | 
the Heathens—being induced | 
to this, left, by jome means, | 
my pait or prefent minifterial | 


| John, who were 


the true genuine § 
fimplicity of the golpel might | 





Epifile. Chap. if. 
the Deity is no refpecter ot 
perfons — for thofe perfons, 
who are reputed to be inveiled 
with fuch fuperior dignity 
inh 


cate any new inttruction to 
me. 

4 Sotar fronythiss that on 
the contrary, when they found 
that I was divinely commuil- 


(fioned to preach the gofpel 
l among the wacircumeifea inthe 
}iame manner as Peter was ap- 
who was then | 


pointed to preach to the cr- 


Lcumcifed : 
Greek, was compelled to {ub- 4 
| allotted th 
i) cs tO. eter, 
| province of the Leathers to 
leatt eres to thofe in- | 


§ tor the fame Being, who 
province of the 
afigned the 


me: 

g when James, Peter, and 
regarded as 
the grand pillars of the whole 


jfabric of Chriftianity, were 
liberty | 


convinced, that the office of 


j propagating the golpel among 
bthe Heathens was conferred 
y upon 
ject us to the flavery of the 
fthe moft cordial affection— 


5 Yo thele I did net pay § 


they embraced 
and myfelf, with 


Te 5 
Barnabas, 


and it was mutually aerced, 
that we fhould plant the got- 
pel among the Heathens, they 
among the Jews. 


10 The only direction they 


| gave us, was, that we fhoulc 


promote a charitable contrt- 
bution for the benefit of. the 
indigent Chriftians in Judaa 
—which I immediately put 

in 


Chap. i.- 
in execution with the utmoft 
alacrity. 


11 But when Peter came | 
down to Antioch, I openly | 
oppofed him—for his conduct | 
was highly worthy of cenfure. | 


12 For he fat down at the 
tables of the Heathens, with- 


perions arrived trom James— 


ceded and broke off this in- 
tercourfe with them —induced 
ent Tread > oy qv 
by the dread of giving um- 
brage to the Jews : 

¥3 and, in confequence of 


his example, all the other] 


Chriftian Jews gave into the 
fame mean diffimulation——io 


that even Barnabas was car- | 


ried down the commen itream 


tion. 

14 But when I faw how 
they difguifed and obfcured 
the truth and luftre of the 


Chriftan rehgion, I faid to 


verthelefs conform, witiout 
Cc e 
icruple, to the diet and ufages 


of the Heathens, can you, with | 


any confiftency, compel the 


Heathens to adopt the Fewi/a } 


rites °? 


birth a Jew, and who did not 
defcend from the immoral and 
profligate Heathens, 

i6 yet being convinced 


that a perfon is not acquitted ! 
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{from his former crimes by a - 


conformity to the pofitive or- 


dinances of the law, but folely 


by his reception of the gofpel 


of Jefus Chrift, I have em- 


braced the doétrine of Chri- 


jftianity, that I might receive 
}from this my adoption of it 
out any icruple, defore fome | 


the total remiffion of my vi- 


ices, which I could not derive 
Sut upon their arrival he re- | 


from the pofitive inftitutions 


}of the law—for by the ordi- 


nances of the mofaic law thall 


ino perfon receive the abfolu- 
fci1on of his former guilt. 


17 But if, when labouring 
to fecure an acquittal from all 


Viny paft fins, 1 am ftill found 


to perfift in the practice of 
them, doth it follow that 


| Chrittianity was defigned to 
of this {crupulous atfecta- | 


palhiate and excufe men’s vi- 


Jces? Abfurd and fhocking 
i fuppolition ! 


18 For if I rebuild the fa- 


ital ftruéture which I once de- 
| molifbed, Y clearly evince my 
Peter before them all —If! 
you, who are a Yew, can ne- | 


own wickednefs. 
19 For I died to the law, 


fin order that I might begin a 


new life to God. 
20 I, figuratively, expired 
on the crofs along with Jefus: 


1 but am now reftored to life— 
}or to {peak more properly, it 


15 I myfelf, who am by} 


is Chrift, who folely animates 
and enlivens me—the life lL 
lead in the prefent world is 


fentirely fupported and invi- 


gorated by a firm belief in 


the Son. of God, who deigned 


cO 


tra 
to make me the obrect of his 
ove, and voluntarily furren- 
dered himifelf todeath for my 
benefit. 

21 I do not annul and va- 
cate the gracious difpenfation 
of God—for if a total abfo- 
Jution from all paft ete is 
difpenfed by the law of Mo- 
fes, it would follow ¢ 
death of Chrift was abfolutely 
prepofterous and ufelefs. 


oe a) 


CREA. Ti. 
r Inconfiderate Gala- 
tians ! who 1s it hath 
fafcinated your minds? what 
magic hath diffolved your at- 
tachment to the genuine prin- 
ciples of the gotpel : P oe 
before whofe eyes Jefus Chrift 
hath been exhibited, agreeably 
to the plain predictions of the 
prophets, as fufpended on a 
crofs. 

2 I would gladly have you 
refolve me tls; Were you 
endowed with {piritual gifts 
in confequence of your em- 
bracing the /aw, or in con- 
fequence of your embracing 
the gofpel ? 

3 Are you fo loft to all 
fenfe of reflection, as firft to 
make advances in a /piritual, 
and now to feek perfection in 
a carnal, difpenfation ? 


1 Teraure ¢ra%ere. 
writers in a good fenfe. 
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4 Have you ! received fo 
many diftinguifhing — privi- 
leges in vain—fince, on your 
prefent principles, they are 
entirely vain and ufelefs. 

& Hey who poured down 
upon you, fuch a copious ef- 
fufion of the Spirit, and ena- 
bled you to perform fuch mi- 
raculous operations, did he 
do it upon your conformity 
to the mofaic fyftem, or upon 
your conviction of the truth 
of Chriftianity ¢ 

6 Thus Abraham, for ex- 
ample, had the fulleft con- 
viction of the Being of the 
fupreme God, and in confe- 
quence of this belief, all his 
paft guilt, by an act of the 
divine. goodnefs, was totally 
expunged. 

7 Know therefore, that the 
virtuous believers of the gol- 
pel are the genuine defcend~ 
ents of Abraham. 

8 For the Spirit, which 
infpired the facred writers, 
foreleeing that God would 
orant to the Heathens an 
univerfal amnefty of all their 
paft crimes, upon their em- 
bracing the gofpel, commu- 
nicated this “oyful rews to 
Abraham— affuring him,“ By 
thee fhall all the Heathens en- 
joy the moft iluftrious blef- 
fings.” 

g It follows therefore, ae 
the 


This verb is very frequently ufed by the Greer 


Chap. iit. 
the believers of the gofpel 
enjoy this diftinguifhed blef- 
fing in common with that 
firicere and virtvous believer. 

10 For every individual, 
who is urider the mofaic o- 
conomy, 1s under an execra- 
tion—for there 1s this exprefs 
declaration recorded—‘** Cur- 
fed is every one who doth 
not continue in the univerfal 


practice of all thofe injune- 


tions which are prefcribed in 


the volume of the law.” 


1 But that no perfon, who | 


is under the law, ftands ac- 
quitted before God, is evi- 
dent from this fcriptural de- 
claration— ** He, who is ac- 
quitted by a virtuous prin- 
ciple of belief, fhall live.” 

12 whereas the mofaic law 
arnexeth no privileges to the 
principle of belief — but de- 
clares, ‘* That the perfon 
only, who actually performs 
its injunctions, fhall i fuch 
a performance obtain life.” 

13 Itis Chrift, who hath 
releafed us from that execra- 


tion, to which the law of Mo- | 


fes devoted us, by fubmitting 
to be treated for our fakes as 
an execrable malefa¢étor—for 
it 18 written, ** Execrable is 
the wretch, who 1s fulpended 
ona tree.” 

14 So that the bleffing, 
which was announced to A- 
braham, hath by Chrift Jefus 

Vote 41. 
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been fhowered down upon : 


the Heathens; that we Cling 
{tians, through our belief of” 
the gofpel Li Je, Weceive 


hed 


I col 


a 


thofe fpititual endowments, | 


which were fo antiently plo- | 
mifed, 

15 I argue, my. fellow 
Chriftians, upon principles 
univer ally | admitted by all 
inen—A coverait, thet hath 
once ben folemnly ratified, 
no perfon either vacates or 
alters. 
“7G. DS 


sow thefe uluftricus 


 promifes were announced to 


‘Abts aham, and to his defcen- 


dent—the Deity doth not ex- 
prefs kimfelf in the plural, 


but the fingular Hlber ae 


to thy defcendent — undoubt- 
edly referring to the Meffiah. 

17° I fay, then, that the 
mofaic law, which was pro- 
muleated four hundred and 
thirty years after, doth not 
cancel ¢hzs covenant, which 


was ratified to the Meffich by. 
the Deity, fo as to fuperfede 


and annul this fignal promife. 

18 For if the acquifition 
of this ™ bleffing is fecured, 
only, by the law “of Miofes, it 


| would follow, that the pro- 


mile did not confer it — but 


yet God graciouily difpenfed 


it to Abraham by an see ’ 


promife: 
19 What er poe was the 
law then calculated to fub- 
I. OD TERVCSS 


m A total remiffion of fin. 
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ferve ? — It was enacted to 
reftrain and punifh vice tll 
that illuftrious  de/cendent 
fhould make his appearance 
—It was magnificently ufher- 
ed in by a numerous com- 
pany of angels, and Mofes 
acted, on this occafion, as 
mediator. 

20 But the very term me- 
diator neceffarily implies more 
than one party —and God 
only one of the parties here 
concerned. 

21 Doth the law of Mofes, 
therefore, counteract the pro- 
mifes of God ?—-by no means! 
— For if the law of Mofes 
was qualified to give men the 
hopes of immortality, then 
indeed remiffion of euilt 
would certainly be annexed 
£0 it. 

22 But the feripture hath 
confidered all mankind in ge- 
neral as fhut up in an inex- 
tricable labyrinth of vice, in 
order that the promifed * 
bleffing annexed to a belief 
of the doétrines of fefus Chrift 

might be difpenfed to thote 
who embrace them. 

23 Before the publication 
of Chiritianity we were fhut 
up and confined in the dark 
and gloomy prifon of the 
Jaw, “tll the time that the 
slorious hight of the gofpet 
fsould dart its falutary beams 
amonp{t us. 
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24 So that the law was our 
rigid and implacable tutor, 
whofe fevere difcipline was 
defigned to bring us to Chrift, 
that by our cordial reception 
of his gofpel all our prior 
guilt might for ever be’ can- 
celled, 

25 After the Chriftian re- 
ligion hath now been intro- 
duced, we are emancipated 
fram the feverities of our ar- 
bitrary tutor, and for ever 
vindicated into perfect li- 
berty. 

26 For by our embracing 
the doctrines of Chrift Jefus 
we all commence the fons of 
(Sod. 

27 For as many as have 
been imtiated into Chriftia- 
nity by baptifm have folemn- 
ly affumed the profeffion of 
it. 

28 Under the Chriftian 
difpenfation there is no di- 
ftinétion of Jew or of Greek ; 
none betwixt the flave and 
the free; none betwixt the 
male and temale—for you are 
all one individual harmonious 
fociety under Chrift Jefus. 

29 Now fince you are the 
believers of Chrift, it follows, 
that you are the genuine pro- 
geny of Abraham, and the 
true heirs of thofe bleffings 
that were promiied to him. 

Crap. iv. 1 Befides, an 


heir, during the time of his 


minority,. 


n A total remiffion of all paft fins. 


Chap. tv. to the 
minority, doth not differ from 
a flave, though he be the; 
proprietor and Mord of all: 

2 for he then, under 
the difcipline of Bice 
and governors "till the period 
arrive that hath been pre- 
vioufly appointed by his fa- 
ther. 

2 In dike manner, we Tews, 
during our {tate of minority, 
expenenced “abject flavery 
under aS elements of an im- 
perfect infitution : 

4 but when the deftined 
period was complete, the 
Deity delegated his Son from 
heaven, who affumed human 
nature, and was ufhered into 
the world under the mofaic 
difpenfaticn, 

s in order that he might 
emancipate thoie, who were 
sroaning under its intolera- 
ble burden, that we from 
fiaves might be adopted into 
the privilee ces of fons: 

6 For the at you now emoy 
the exalted privileges of fons, 
God hath abundantiy evinced 
by communicating 2 you 
the copious effufions of that 
Spirit, with which he endow- 
ed his Son—which direéteth 


13, 


a 
oe 


you to invoke him under the} 


endearing character of an in- 
dulgent parent. 

7 So that thou art no 
longer a flave but a fou—but 
if thou art a fox, it follows, 
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Irs 
that thou art entitled to that 
tiberitauce which Ged, by 
)Chrift, hath promiicd to be- 
ftow. 

§ You were formerly ig- 
norant of the sone fupreme 
God, and praétifed a flavith 
fuperftition to ° imaginary 
and fictitious deities. 

9g But now after you have 

wn the true God, or ra- 
ther have been known by 
him, how is it you relapfe 
into mean and defpicable ce- 
remonies, to which you feem 
defirous again voluntarily to 
enflave your felves. 

10 Do you now fcrupu- 
loufly recard days and months 
and years, and particular pe- 
riodical feafons ° 

tz lam atraid left all the 
labour I have expended upori 
you fhould at lait prove en- 
tirely fruitteis, 

§—12 My Chriftian bre- 
thren, T entreat you, do you 
scary fhow me that af- 
fection which I fincerely che- 
rifh for you—you have not 
dons me the leaft injury. 

13 You all recollect in 
what bodil oso and in- 
dsipofition T ayoeared, when 

‘wlifted the eoipel 


knc 


notwithftanding 
thefe disfavourable perional 
circumflances you did not 
treat me ae coutempt and 
|: averfion 


Te 


a Lag (A FUIES GUS, nuke have re exifience 22 natkKre, 
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averfion—but you welcomed 
me as if I had been an angel 
of God: asif I had been Je- 
fus Chrift himfelf. 

15 What exalted enco- 
miums and benedictions did 
you then lavifh upon me !— 
Such were the exceffes of 
your tranfport, that you would 
then, J can truly witnefs for 
you, if poffible, have pluck- 
ed out your very eyes, and 
laid them at my feet. 

16 And am I then, after 
all this, regarded by you as 

anenemy, merely for decla- 
ring to you the truth? 

17 They profefs the ten- 
dereft regards for you -— but 
itis with a bafe defion; for 
they are defirous to exclude 
me from your affections that 
they may entirely engrofs 
them. 

18 A zealous P virtuous 
affection ought to be a con- 
ftant uniform thing, and not 
difcover itfelf during only my 
perfonal prefence among you. 

19 My dear children! what 
excruciating pangs fhall I a- 
gain fupport, till the true 
features of Chrift be impref- 
fed upon you! 

20 I wifh to be now again 
among you, and accommo- 
date my direction to the cir- 
cumftances in which I {hould 


P Ey vaaw, founded 7x virtue. 
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find you—for, at prefent, I 
am greatly embarraffed about 
you. 

§—21 TreLnt me, you who 
are fo defirous to fubject your- 
felves to the law, don’t you 
read it with attention ? 

22, oral is there. record- 
ed, that Abraham had two 
fons, one by a female flave, 
another by a free woman. 

3 The fon, he had by his 
iave. was generated accord- 
ing to the eftablifhed laws of 
nature: the fon, he had by 
the free woman, was giver, 
in confequence of an exprefs 
promife. 

24 This hiftory is allego. 
rized by the prophet; and 
the two women, figuratively, 
reprefent the two covenants 
—Hagar the flave reprefents 
the firft covenant, which was 
publifhed to the Hraelites on 
mount Sinai, and 1s produc- 
tive of the moft fervile bon- 
dage and flavery: 

25 for Hagar reprefents 
Sinai, a mountain in Arabia. 
and correfponds to the pre- 
fent zemporal Jerufalem, which 
now, with all its numerous 
(ons, drags the galling chain 
of fervitude. 

26 But the free woman re- 
prefents the /pzritual heavenly 
Jerufalem, which 1s the in- 
dulgent - 


Not 2 good man, as Locke, for then the 


conftruction would have been es Tov xaaore 


Chap. v. 
dulgent parent of 4 us Gen- 
tiles. 

27 For thefe are the words 
of the prophet: ‘“ Indulge 
the warmeft ecflafies of joy, 
O thou barrren woman! 
break forth into the loudeft 
acclamations of tran{port and 
triumph, thou who never 
fuftainedft the pangs of child- 
birth! — for thou, who waft 
regarded as defolate and for- 
lorn, art bleffed with a more 

umerous progeny than her, 
who was happy in the con- 
jugal union.” 

28 We Gentiles then, my 
fellow Chrifiians, are, like 
Haac, the children of the pro- 
muife. 

29 Befides, as he, who was 
then generated according to 
the ordinary courte of nature, 
perfecuted him who was ec- 
nerated by the extraordinary 
operation of God — juft fo it 
1s now. 

30 But mark what was the 
confequence, as recorded in 
the following paffage—“Eject 
the female flave and her fon: 
for the fon of a fave fhall not 
divide the patrimony with 
the fon of a free woman.” 


fo th GALATIANS. 


nt] 

31 We Gentiles are nots 
my brethren, the children ot 
the flave, but the fons of the 
free woman, 

CHap. v. 1. Stand, there- 
tore, immoveable in that ° 
liberty, into which Chrift hath 
vindicated you, and do not 
again tamely fubmit your 
necks to the yoke of flavery. 

2 I Paul ftrenuoufly affure 
you, that if you fubmit to 
circumcifion, you forfeit the 
diftincuifhing advantages of 
Chriftianity : 

3 [ repeatedly, in the moft 
folemn manner affure every 
perfon who is circumceifed, 
that he is under an indifpen- 
fible obligation to perform 
every tittle of the law. 

4 You, who expect remif- 
fion from the law, for ever 
refien all your Chriftian pri- 
vilezes — you ceafe to have 
any intereft in the bleffings 
of that gracious difpenfation. 

5 But as to myfelf, I che- 
rifh in my mind the pleafing 
hope of total remiffion, from 
my attachment to the gofpel. 

6 For under the Chriftian 
difpenfation neither circumci- 
fion or uncircumcifion are of 

I 3 any 


4 Tlavrey is not found in fome of the beft MSS. and is evidently not 


genuine. | 

T Tus encuSepizs, sis avev uaacy avdpwrras ovder ovde Cuawrov es, Li- 
BERTY, without whicn there is nothing good, nothing defireable to mor- 
tals. Plutarch. Argefilaus, p. riot. Edit. Gr. 8vo. Stephani. Arcepputare 
HIM Gove TOUS YOAWEUS, woKETA avapacbaTe cpIus compart GEO TuR 
ercuycpiave Now break your bonds, O ye miferable, and with erect eyes, 
look up to Liserty. Dion, Halicar. vol. 1. p, 687. Hudson, 
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any avail, but only a virtuous 
belief productive of love and 
* benevolence. 

7 You commenced the 
Chriftan race with juft ap- 
probation: who was it threw 
thefe obftructions in your 
path, and diverted you trom 
the purfuits of truth? 

8 The fentiments, you have 
been perfuaded to adopt, were 
not taught you by the perion, 
who firff publithed the gofpel 
among you. 

9 A little leaven foon dif- 
fufcth its noxious quality thro’ 
the whole mafs. 

10 [truft in God you will 
not e{poule eny ientiments re- 
pugnant to thofe I inculcated 
—but the perfon, whoever he 
is, who created all this di- 
fiurbance among you, fhall 
not efcape with impunity. 

rr Jf, my Chnihan bre- 
thren, /fi// preach the necefiity 
of circumeifion, why do the 
Jews ‘continue to perfecute 
me?—If 1 preached cir- 
cumcifion, the affair of the 
crofs would ceafe to difeult 
them. | | 

12 The perfon who hath 
thrown you into this confu- 
fion t ought, and will cer- 


s Alludine to their mutual animofities, 4. 
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tainly be, devoted to deftruc- 
tion, 

§—13 For you, my bre- 
thren, have been invited to 
liberty—only abufe not this 
liberty to feniualicy and licen- 
tioufneis : but practife the 
greateft tubmiffion and con- 
defcenfion to each other, from 
a principle of mutual benevo- 
fence and love : 

14 For the whole law is 
virtually comprized in this 
finele precept—‘* Thou fhalt 
aoe neighbour as thy- 

15 " But if you are inft- 
gated againft each other by 
mutual rage and rancour ; 
take heed left you be involved 
in total deftruction by one 
another. 

16 What I inculcate upon - 
you is this—Be governed by 
the rational faculties, and fol- 
low not the lead of your fen- 
fual appetites : 

17 for the fenfual appe- 
tites counteract the dictates 
of the rational powers; and 
the rational powers the fen- 
fual appetites—thele act in 
contrary directions; fo that 
you do not the actions your 
minds approve: 

18 But 
Locke. 


’ Opeacy xj aareushcrr us ch avasaTtouveres U Mas” Literally, Thofe, who have 
occafioned this difturbance among’ you, ought, and cul be deftroyed. It 


is not a wif of the Apoltle. 
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18 But if you fuffer your- 
felves to be entirely fwayed 
by the guidance of reafon, 
you will not fall under the 
animadverfion of any law. 

1g For the actions, to which 
our animal propenfities incite, 
are apparently thefe; adul- 
tery, debauchery, impurity, 
la{civioufnels, 

20 idolatry, poifoning, en- 
mities, quarrels, emulations, 
refentments, animofities, dif- 
cords, difientions, 

21 envy, murder, drunken- 
nefs, riot, and fuch like vices 
—which thofe who perpe- 
trate, as | have often affured 
you, and do now folernniy re- 
peat the affurance, fhall for 
ever be excluded from the 
pofieffion of the celeftial king- 
dom. 

22 But the genuine off- 
{pring of cur rational faculties 
is benevolence, joy, tranquil- 
lity, equanimity, benionity of 
manners, fideuty, lenity, tem- 
perance. 

23 Againft fuch virtues as 


thefe there never was any law 


enacted ™. 
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healthful and vigorous, let us 


Wig 

24 But the followers of 
Chrift have crucified the ani- 
mal principle with allits fen- 
fual aflections and propenfi- 
LIES, 

25 Since therefore by the 
crucifixion of our animal na- 
ture, our intellectual part is 


regulate our conduct folely by 
its direction. 

26 Letus not be inftigated 
by vain ambitious views : let 
us not give and return provo- 
cations: let us not envy one 
another. 

Cuap. vi. 4 Should any 
of you, my brethren, be be- 
trayed by his animal propen- 
fities into any thing criminal, 
do you, who are under the 
guidance of the rational prin- 
ciple, reclaim and reduce him 
to his duty with lenity and 
candour—and be ever cau- 
tious thytelf left thou too 
fhould be feduced into vice. 

2 Do you mutually fuftain 
one another’s burdens; and 
thus fulfil the Chriftian law. 

3 For if any perfon arra- 
gantly imagined himfelf pof- 


I 4 {effed 


w Eft quidem vera lex recta ratio, nature congruens, diffufa wm omnes, 


conftans, fempiterna; qu vocet ad oficium jubendo; vetando, a fraude 
deterreat: quz tamen neque probos fruftra jubet aut vetat, nec improbos 
jubendo aut vetando movet. Huic legi nec obrogari fas eft; neque dero- 
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fempiterna, & immutabilis continebit. Cicero apud Ladantium de wera cultu. 
Pp 525. Edit. Sparge, Owon, 1634, 
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feffed of fuperior attainments, 
when he is entirely deltitute 
ef all pretenfions to them, he 
is guilty of a moft milerable 
telt-deception. 

4 But let every perion 
carefully ¢xplore his own 


conduét, and bring it to the, 


eo) 
ceft of reafon; and then he 


will enjgy the calm fatisfac- | 


tion and applaufe of his own 
heart. 

5 Fer every perfon fhall 
be accountable tor his cwn 
conduct. 

§—6 Let him, who is in- 
ttructed in Chriftianity, freely 


contribute to the {uppert of 


his inftructor. 

7 Benot deluded iato fatal 
errors—God 1s not impofed 
upon—as a perfon fows in 
this life he fhall reap in the 
next: 

8 He, who foweth upon 
his animal nature, fhall from 
his animal nature reap ever- 
lafting deftruction—but he, 
who foweth upon his rational 
nature, fhall from the gene- 
rous foi] of his intellectual na- 
ture reap the harveit of im- 
mcertality. 

9 Let us therefore be con- 
ftant and uniform in the prac- 
tice of virtue; for we fhall 
finally reap a ¢ clorious ha vert 
if we perfevere. 

10 Let us therefore feize 
every opportunity, that pre- 


PAUL's Epifile 


Chap. Vj. 


fents itfelf, of promoting the 
univerlal good of mankind, 
and efpecially the good and 
happinets of our F ellow-Chri- 
{tians. 

§—11 You fee how large 
a letter I have written to you 
with my * own hand, 

12 All thofe, who ftud 
only to make an external 
citentatious appearance, {tre- 
Scully urge upon you the 
indifpenfable obligation of cir- 
cumicifion, folely with av lew 
that they may not expoie 
themfelves to perfecution by 
preaching a crucified Met- 

fiah, 

13 For they who are cir- 
cumcifed themfelves, do uct 
regulate their lives by the 
rules the law prefcribes : : but, 
at the fame time, tuey arc 
very defirous you fhould fub- 
mit to circumcifion, that they 
may glory i in your compliance 
with this rite. 

14 But may God ever pre- 
vent me from glorying in any 
thing except in Jefus Chrift 
our Lor d, who was fufpended 
Ona crofs—By an inviolate 
attachment to whofe caute 
the world ts dead to me, anc, 
J am dead to the world. 

15 For under the Chriftiar. 
difpenfation neither circum- 
cifion or uncircumcifion is of 
any fignificance ; but a new 
moral creation : 


16 and 


x Becaufe he ufed to employ an Minarusnf:. 


Chap. vi. 


16 and ail who regulate 
their lives by this great fun- 
damental ftandard, may every 
felicity and mercy be fhowered 
down upon them, and upon 
the feleét community of God. 
- 17 In fine, let no perfon 
for the future give me di- 
fturbance on this head—for ! 
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bear about with me indelible 
Y fignatures impreffed in my 
body, which evince me to be 
the fervant of my mafter Je- 
fus. 

18 My Chriftian brethren! 
May the favour of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift ever attend you ! 
Amen. 


¥ Sriyuats Casafw. Alluding to the Aguarures with which flaves in 
thofe days were branded. Exwv cv aposwarcys aaat oufypaguy emt tov 
apirwMov, THs Tov demewov ainpias ovuPorv. Diog. Laert. p. 254. tom. 1. 


Edit. Meibom. Am/fiel. 1692. 


Hence we often meet in the Claffcs with 


frons inferipta, and Apuleius in 1X. calls flaves frontes literati, & capillum 


femivah, & pedes annulati. 
¢ fst 


Hovre TALTA VEueiSs ire cor xaTasuniG ean’ 
ETIZMATA Mu years, emovediGav Ieparrcvras 


Phocylides. vif, 212, 
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PAUL?’s Epitle to the EPHEsrANs, 


CORAGe? -I, hath fo gracioufly imparted 
to us through his beloved 
z AUL conftituted by} Son! 


7 through whofe fubmif- 
fion to death we are redeemed 
from the fervitude of vice, 
and are bleffed with the total! 
remiffion of all our prior guilt, 
in confequence of the Deity’s 
exuberant benevolence and 
coodnefs to us, . 

8 which he hath fo illu- 
{tricufly difplayed in this dif- 
penfation—in which fuch di- 
vine wifdom and contrivance 
are apparent. 

g Fora glorious fyftem of 
truths, hitherto unrevealed, 


hath the Deity now exhibited 


divine appointment 

an apoftle of Jetus 
Chrift to the Chriftians in 
Ephefus, who are convinced 
of the truth of the gofpel : 

2 L affectionately with you 
every felicity from God our 
fupreme Parent and from Je- 
ius, Chriit’: 

3 Adored be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, who hath, by the 
miffion of Jefus, enriched us 
with a moft copious profufien 
of all fpirtcual and celeftial 
bleffings! | 

4 For it was owing to his 
fupreme goodnefs, that, before 
this world was fixed on its 
bafis, he appointed us Gen- 
tiles to enjoy the privileges of 
Chriftianity, and to be a fe- 
lect community to walk before 
him in blamelefs virtue and 
mutual benevolence : 

5 Moft mercifully he de- 
{tined to adopt us by Jefus 
Chriftinto his family, promp- 
ted by his effential beneficence 
and goodnefs. 

6 An argument this, to 
induce us to celebrate that 
loriows benignity, which he 


before us ; in confequence of 
that benevolent {fcheme which 
before all ages he planned in 
Chrift, 

10 that when, in the order 
of his difpenfations, the ful- 
nefs of time was arrived, he 
would, under Chrift as their 
head, fummarily comprize and 
combine into one collective 
fyftem all in heaven and al! 
on earth. 

11 Towhom we Jews were 
alfo allotted as part of his ex- 
tenfive kingdom; being ori- 
ginally appointed to this di- 
ftinguifhing felicity by the 


ay 
2 . 
defignation 


Chap. i. fo the 


defignation of that great Be- 
ing, who by his irrefiftible 
energy effecteth all things as 
feemeth beft to his infinite 
wifdom. 

12 Which privileges he 


conferred upon us, in order | 
that we, who are in{fpired with | 


Chriftian hope, fhould cele- 
brate his divine praifes. 


33 You Gentiles too, when | 
}glorious profpects your reli- 
}g10n pretents, 
i clearly cifcern che ample and 
trine founded in truth) andj 


you heard, through Chritt, 
the joyful affurance of a blet- 
fed immortality (a facred doc- 


adopted the gofpel, had its 
veracity ftamped upon you 


with a divine feal by the ef- | 
fufion of thofe fpiritual gifts | 
| {overeign and immenfe energy 
| which he hath difplayed with 
jrecard to us the believers of 
1Chriftianity, when, by an 


which he promifed ; 
14 which are a prefent 
pledge of our future celetftial 


inheritance, defigned to make 


us afpire after thar blefied | 
acquifition, to the hope of | 


which the Chriftian redemp- 
tion hath raifed us, and to 
engage us to celebrate the 
divine praifes. 

15 Being informed there- 


ment to the gofpel of Jefus 
Chriit, and of your benevo- 
lence to all Chriftians, 

16 the account hath filled 
me with an unabating flow 
of the devouteft joy, and I 
fervently intercede for you in 
ny prayers ; 


17 earneftly imploring the 
God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, | 
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the elorious fupreme Parent 
ot the univerfe, that as you 
have acknowledged the truth 
of the Chriftian religion, he 
would communicate to you 


yall ufeful knowledge and wil- 


dom z 
18 that, your mental eyes 


being irradiated with an effu- 


| Gon of divine light, you might 


have a diftinét view of the 
and might 


glorious inheritance, that is in 
reverfion for the virtuous pro- 


jteffors oi the gofpel ; 


1g and that you might 
have a full perception of that 


exertion of his irrefiftible 
power, 


20 he raifed the dead body 


jof Jefus from the tomb, 
land 


placed him on his right 
hand in the celeftial man- 


| fons, 
fore of your fteady attach- | 


21 exalting him to an emi- 
nence infinitely fuperior to 


revery the moft illuftrious fta- 
|tion, dignity, fupremacy; to 
| every the moft elevated degree 


of diftinétion, that not only 
obtains in this, but the future 


| world: 


22 into his hands the Deity 
hath committed the reins of 
univerfal government, and 


hath 


124 | 
hath conftituted him the fu- 
preme head of the church, 


23 which may be figura- [ 


tively confidered as his body 
-——a fociety * incorperated by 


him, who filleth all the unt. | 


verfe with all its bleffings. 
CuHap. il. 1 You alfo hath 


God raifed up to hie, now | 


dead to vice ? and wickednels: 


2 in which you Gentiles | 
were formerly immerfed in | 
compliance with the general | 
practice of the prefent age, | 
conforming, with the multi- | 
tude, to the worfhip of that} 
fictitious ® being, who prefides | 
over the air, to whom the | 
| Deity was pleafed to execute, 
Lin order that he might difplay 


difbelievers of Chriftianity are 
fo zealoufly attached. 


3 Of this unhappy num- | 
| Jative munificence of his good- 
Inefs, by that fignal inftance 


ber we Jews too all of us 
once formed a part, beine de- 


voted to immoral purtuits, | 


following the lead of every 
depraved appetite and irregu- 


Jar afiection, and were, as { 


the reft of the Heathens now 
are, the proper objects of the 
divine indignation. 
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spiftle Chap. i, 
4 But the Deity, whofe 


mercy is boundlefs and inf- 
nite, induced by that immenfe 


| benevolence, of which we were 


the happy objects, 

5 hath, figuratively {peak- 
ing, reftored us to /zfe, with 
Chrift, who are now dead to 
our former vices (it is folely 
by the divine benignity that 
you are put into a ftate of 
jalvation) 

6 and under the gofpel 
hath raifed us with Chritt 
Jefus from the tomb of vice, 
and made us affeffors with 
him in the celeftial abodes. 

7 This glorious fcheme the 


in all future ages the fuper- 


of benignity which he hath 
exprefied for us by the miffion 
of Jefus Chrift ; 

8 For by the divine benig- 
nity are you put into a ftate 
of faivation by means of your 
embracing the gofpel —this 

{cheme 


* Tlaupanpear, complement, completion, the extire and perfect fyftem: refer. 
ring to the buik and magnitude of that {piritual ody that was collected 
and incorporated. By 4izz who fills all in all the Apoftle means God the 
Father. Upon revolving this pailage I am rather inclined to think, that 
vuas in the firt verfe of the next chapter is put in conftruction with 
aaupouuercy. The church which is his body, the compleat fyftem of him wvobko 
filleth all the univerfe with all blejiings, and filleth you, i. e. with bis gifts 
and biefings, being now dead to trefpaffes and fins. Judicet eruditus lector. 

* Nexpous Tes wenn lopeasts dead fo tranfgreflions: asin 1 Pet. i. 24. 
Who himfelf bore our fins in his body on the tree, that we being dead fo 
[lity TOS HpApTICIs amreyerrpeerer, might live unto righteoufnefs. 

b Fupiter. See my Introduction to the Study and Knowledge of the News 
= escent, 


Chap. u. 
fcheme is not the effect of 
human contrivance—it is the 
gitt of God. 

9 Nor did any prior virtue 
procure the donation of it — 
io that no one can boaft ot 
his having contributed any 
thing towards its executi- 
ons 

10 For we are folely the 
Deity’s moral creation, form- 
ed under the gofpel for vir- 
tue, which God originally 
defigned we fhould ever cul- 
tivate and purfue. 

§—11 ForGET not there- 
fore that you once were Hea- 
thens, ftigmatized by thofe 
of the circumcifion with the 
invidious name of uncircum- 
eifed Gentiles : 

12 remember, that you 
were formerly deftitute ef all 
knowledge of the Meffiah, 
were alienated from the com- 
munity of Ifrael, were per- 
fect itrangers to the cove- 
nants of promife, deprived of 


a}l rational hope, deftitute of ; 


the knowledge of the one 
true God: 

13 but wow, by the miffion 
of Jefus Chrift, you who 
were formerly removed to fuch 
an infinite diftance trom thefe 
privileges have, by the death 
of Chrift, approached within 
the circle of their influence. 

14 For it is he who effects 
thts happy mutual union, who 


fo thee EPHE 


both of us, 


STAN S. I2¢ 
hath conciliated two diftin& 
nations into oe harmonious 
community, having entirely 
demolined the wall, which 
formerly interpofed betwixt 
them : 

15 For, by his incarnation, 
he hath totally abrogated that 
fyftem of ritual pofitive ob- 
fervances, the tatal fource of 
uniplacable animofity and dif- 
cord, in order that he might 
found ove new happy king- 
dom under himfelf from the 
union of two, by eftablifhing 
a folid concord betwixt them, 

16 and that he might con- 
ciliate them to God, and in- 

Orporate them det into one 
amicable community, by 
means of his crucifixion—for 
by his crofs he hath for ever 
deftro; red all their mutual en- 
mity. oan 
17 After his advent, there 
fore, he proclaimed the hap- 
py news of mutual concord 
and peace both to you who 
were remote, and to thofe who 
were wear his perfon. 

3 For through him we 
being endowed 
with the fame undiftinguifh- 
ing fpiritual sifts, have ¢ free 
accefs to the fupreme univer- 
{al parent. 

1g You ceafe for the fu- 
ture, therefore, to be /rangers 
and foreigners— you are dent- 


lzons of the general commu- 


nity 


c This denotes a ftate of friendhis. 


20 PA Aris 


bat - 


r~t ated 
Chap. Mi. 


Epiftle 


nity of Chriftians, and thes revealed truth now maniteft- 


douieftics of God's family : 
20 founded on that im- 


moveable bafis which apoftles ; was not dilcovered 
and preachers have eftablifh-: 


ed, fetus Chrift being the 
great corner f{tone, 


21 by whom the whole 4} 


fabric being firmly united and 
contohidated, rifeth into a glo- 
rious temple facred to God : 
22 By whom you Gentiles 
alfo are, together with the 
Jews, promilcuoufly formed 
into ee common  fpiritual 
edifice, dedicated to the Deity. 


CLAP... Lt. 
I PON this account am 


I now under con- 
finement for maintaining that 
you Gentiles are interefted in 
the privileges of the golpe! : 

2 fince you have heard 


that this gracious difpenfation } 
and apoftolic office was con- | 


ferred upon me for your be- 
elie 

3 You have Leen told that 
this defign of God, hitherto 
undifcovered, was particularly 
revealed to me, as I jutt inti- 
inated to you above ; 

4 which, if you perufe 
with attention, you will cafily 
difcern. the comprehenfive 
knowledge I have of this un- 


fed by Chrift Jefus ; 


5 which in termer ages 
to the 
human race with that clear- 
nefs and precifion as it hath 
been #ow revealed, by the 
divine affiatus, to the spoitics 
and preachers of the gotbel ; 

6 namely, that, under the 
gofpel-diipentation, the Hea- 
thens flrould be ccheirs, fhould 
be incorporated into the fame 
body, and jointly participate, 
with the ‘Yews, all the blet- 
fings which Ged vromiled by 
the Meffiah. 

4 This is the doétrine I 
am appointed to promul- 
gate among mankind, being 
qualified tor this office by 
thofe miraculous endowments, 
which were gracioufly con- 
ferred upon me by the effica- 
cious energy of God: 

8 upon me, who deem 
myfelf far, far inferior to the 
very leaft of all the apoftles, 
was this fignal favour con- 
ferred, that I fhould publifh 
among the Heathens the joy- 
ful news of the inexplorable 
diffufive goodnefs of Chriff, 

g and that I fhould exhi- 
bit, before the eyes of all, 
fuch 2 clear and diitinét view 
of thefe privileges, that they 
might difcern how much they 
are mutually interefted in 

thofe 


d In an Epiftle to the Lphefans this flriking fimile is peculiarly proper, as 
the temple at Ephefus was one of the meft magnificent fabricks that anti- 


quity hath recorded. 


Chap. in. 
thofe revealed difcoveries, 
which lay concealed from all 
ages in the mind of the Deity, 
who originally employed Je- 
fus Chrift as his inftrument 
in forming the whole uni- 
verfe. | 

10 This glorious fcheme 
hath he now accomplifhed, 
that, by means of the Chri- 
ftian church he hath erected, 
the inexhauftible wifdom of 
the Supreme might be illu- 
ftrioufly difplayed before all 
the bleffed orders and ranks 
of being in the celeftial re- 
gions. 

1r This glorious plan he 
concerted, from all eternity ; 
but hath #ow executed it by 
Jefus Chrift our Lord: 

12 by a reception of whofe 
gofpel we are allowed to ap- 
proach the Deity with un- 
daunted freedom and confi- 
dence. 

13 I therefore entreat you, 
that you would not be difpi- 
rited by thofe afflictions I fup- 
port in your caufe; which 
ought to be the fubject of 
your exultation and triumph: 

14 On which account I 
proftrate mylelf in devout 
prayer before the Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, 

15 who is the fupreme go- 
vernor of the whole collective 
family that heaven and earth 
compofe ; 

16 that he would grant 


to th EPHESIANS. 


1o7 
you, according to his moft 
glorious inexhauftible bene- 
volence, the illumination of 
his Spirit to ftrengthen and 
improve your rational and in- 
tellectual powers ; 

17 that, through a firm 
perfuafion of the gofpel, Chrift 
might pofieis and occupy 
your hearts ; 

18 that you might ftand 
immoveably fixed on the un- 
fhaken foundation of mutual 
benevolence ; that you, and 
all other Chriftians, mighe 
have a clear and comprehen- 
five idea of the breadth, the 
length, the depth, the height 
of the whole fabric of Chri- 
ftianity 

Ig that you might per- 
ceive the exuberant love of 
Chrift, which tranfcends ail 
our moit enlarged concep- 
tions; and that you might 
be filled with the plenitude 
of thofe bleffings which the 
unlimited beneficence of God 
diffufeth among all his crea- 
tures. 

20 To that Being, whe is 
able to confer upon us inf- 
nitely greater bleffings than 
we either follicit or conceive, 
according to that miraculous 
power, which he enabled us 
to exert, 

21 be glory afcribed, in 
the Chriftian church, through 
all the ‘fucceffive periods of 
reyolving ages! Amen. 

a BEA. 
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CHAP: IV. 


1 Y Who am now a pri- 

I, foner for my attach- 
ment to the Chriftian caufe, 
ertreat you to behave in a 
manner worthy that religion 
you have embraced : 

2 conducting yourfelves 
with the greateft humility, 
lenity, and long - fuffering, 
bearing with one another in 
love : 

3 ever ftudious to preferve 
an inviolable unity of affet- 


tion, connected to each other | 


by the mutual bond of har- 
mony and concord. 

4 Regard yourtelves as ove 
{ole individual body, inform- 
ed by one mind — as you 


have, by the gofpel; been 


called to ove common hope : 
& “Wheres1s: ‘Dut ove re 
deemer, ove gofpel, ove bap- 
tifm : 

6 There is but ove God, 
even the fupreme Father of 
the univerfe, who prefides 
over all things, who pervades 
all things, who occupits all 
things. 

yO each Of Ms: ate, re- 
fpectively, imparted miracu- 
ious powers according to that 
copious efiufion of {piritual 
gifts which Chrilt now, pro- 
portionally, difpentfes. 


to the EPHESIANS. 
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8 Applicable to which is 
the following paffage of the 
plalmift: ‘* He afcended in- 
to the celeftial regions: he 
led his captive enemies in tri- 
umiph : he fcatrered rich do- 
nations among men.” 

g Doth not the word afcend- 
ed, in this paflage, neceflarily 
imply that he defcended firit 
into this fublunary world ? 

10 The Being who defcexa- 
ed from the manfions of glo- 
ry, 1s the fame who hath now 
afcended to an exalted emi- 
nence fuperior to the higheft 
heavens, in order that he 
might Ali alt things with the 
plenitude of his benignity : 

rz Accordingly he hath 
conftituted fome to be apo- 
{tles, fome to be preachers, 
others to be evangelifts, others 
to bt pattors and inttruc- 
{Ors 

12 in order to combine the 
Chriftians into one compact 
body, to promote the work 
of the miniftry, and to edity 
the whole collective body of 
proteffors, 

139 until the time we fhall 
have ultimately attained to 
an © unity of belief, and to a 
perfect knowledge of Chri- 
ftianity; till we shal] have 
formed a compleat perfect 
fyftem, and arrived at the 
full maturity, vigour, and 
orowthi 


© That is, thefe fpirtual powers were to refide among Chriftians unt 
the deftrudtion of Jerufalem, when the Ze polity was diflolved. 


Chap. ir 
crowth of Chnift’s {piritual 
body. 

14 This variety of fpiritual 
gifts he hath now bettowed, 
that we fnould no longer be 
children, flutuating — with 
every wave, and veering a- 
bout with every wind of new 
doctrine that blows, dupes to 
the jugele and flight of men, 
and to thofe infidious arts 
they practife to enfnare others 
into fatal delufions' : 

15 but that, retaining a 
fyftem of divine truth in mu- 


tual benevolence and love, j 
we might grow up into fuil fi 
Ethe moft enormous and abo- 
| minable impurity %. 


and compleat maturity to 
Chrift, who is our head ; 


16 by whom the whole} 
{piritual body, being firmly | 
compacted and mutuaily com- § 
bined, by means of that nu- | 
triment which is evety where J taught and caréfully initiated 
into a] 
doctrines of the religion of 


diffuied, grows up 
compleat and perfect fyfiem, 


each part, refpectively, con- } 
to conftitute one | 
Fobliges you for ever to re- 


tributing 
beautiful harmonious whole. 
§—17 I soLEMNLY ex- 


hort and adjure you by the | 


OLGA 
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great God, that you would 
for ever abandon thofe vain 
and fantaftic abfurdities, td 
which the reft of the Heathens 
are now cevoted 3 

18 whole reafon is ob- 
fcured, who are totally ef- 
tranged from tne divine life, 
on account of their deplora- 
ble ignorance, and that im- 
penetrabie gloom that covers 


A their ada. 


19 who being lok to all 


‘fenfe of dene and virtue, 
| iave furrendered themfelves 


tip to debauchery, and to the 
infatiable indulgence of every 


20 But under Chrift you 
have not learned fuch prac- 
tices as thele ; 

21 for you have been 


into the divine truths and 
Jefus, 


22 which  indifpenfably 
nounce ail your former vi- 
cious purfuits, and entirely 
K to 


_f his admired paffage, fo defervedly celebrated for its ftrong and 
firiking langnage | py Mr. ‘Blackwall, is iluftrated by the following one in 


Dinas Siculus. 
Merve, novas aieecas uliGoves, 


QITISOSVTES » diovody aweisurs Tous PLYSLYGUYT as » xy Tos yoxad 
BrALIaATIal Tov WaveTx Grov evwgcas yes: Ry Kus ek one 
Diod. Siculus, tom. 1 
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& This exhibits a faithful bat /Beckizg pitture of the ftdte cf the riea- 
thens at that time, beth with regard to religion and morals. 
teflimonies of both facred and profane writers it 


From the 


appears, that they were 


to the laft degree corrupted and depraved, 
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to diveft yourfelves of every 
corrupt depraved habit ; 

23 which requires a total 
renovation of the mental tem- 
per and difpofition, 

24 and.-that you fhould 
inveft yourfelves with thofe 
new habits of virtue and ge- 
nuine holinefs, which are 
pleafing to God. 

25 Do you therefore re- 
nounce lying, and every one 
fpeak truth to his neighbour ® 
— for we are all mutually 
connected to each other by 
the firmeft bonds. 

26 Should your refent- 
ments be excited, let them 
not tranfport you into any 
criminal excefies — Let not 
the fun fet on your unrelent- 
ing anger. . 

27 Neither give any juit 
caufe to the calumnies of the 
flanderer. 

28 Let him, who hath 
ftole, fteal no more ; but let 
him, by the dint of honeft 
induftry, acquire a miainte- 
nance tor himfelf, and be 
ble to diftribute fomething 
to worthy objects in diftrefs. 

29 Let no abufive cor- 
rupting language ever come 
out of your mouths: but let 
your difcourfe tend to virtu- 


Epifile Chap. vs 
ous improvement and edifi- 
cation, and be fuch as fhall 
communicate an agreeable 
pleafure and inftruction to 
thofe who hear it. 

30 And grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God—by dif- 
penfing whofe gifts the Deity 
hath imprefied his feal as 2 
fecurity of your future glo- 
rious refurrection. 

31 Let all acrimony, and 
paffion, and wrath, and cla- 
mour, and calumny be for 
ever banifhed from among 
you, with every other ' vice. 

32 And do you ever ex- 
prefs towards each other the 
ereateft benignity and tender- 
nefs — forgiving one anothe: 
your mutual faults and foi- 
bles, as God has, by Chrift, 
sracioufly forgiven you. 

Cuap.v.1 Do you, there- 
fore, herein propofe for your 
imitation the example of God, 
as his beloved offspring, 

2 and Jet the whole of your 
conduct be actuated by bene- 
volence and love — in like 
manner, as Chrift expreffed 
his love to us, and volunta- 


Prily offered himfelf for us, a 


molt grateful and fragrant 

oblation to the Deity. 
§—3 Ler debauchery and 
all 


h The Perfians, fays Herodotus, teach their children, from five to twenty, 
three things, to manage an horfe, to handle a bow, and to {peak the truth. 
Maideucus: dz tous @waitas. ue ae Herodot. Chi. vol 1. p. 305. Glafg. 


i Sup TAIN HUA, with every vice. 


Kamit 18 vice, a5 LOT is wirtue ¢ 


they are often oppofed, See Note on 1 Cor. xiv. 20. 


Chap. v. to the EPHESIANS, 134 
all fenfual impurity and un- ing over the obitinate and ir- 
natural lufts not even be * § reclaimable cpponents of the 
named among you, as be- | coipel. 


cometh thofe who are a felect 7 Be not you, therefore, 

and virtuous fociety. aflociates with thefe in their 
4 Let alfo all obfcenity, | vices. 

all filly trifling difcourfe, and 8 For you eice were in- 


1 ribaldry be tor ever banifh- | volved in gloomy darknefs, 
ed from your converfation— } but zow you are emerged into 
things utterly inconfiflent f evangelic light — behave as 
with the Chriftian character { the children of light : 
—Inftead of thefe, let your] 9 for the genuine ofispring 
hearts be filled with grateful | of this facred ™ light is uni- 
and pious acknowledgments } verfal beneficence, rectitude, 
to God. and truth. 

s For you know that eve-§ 10 Diligently explore and 
ry perfon, who is an adulte- f apbrove that which will re- 
rer, a debauchee, a libidinous | commend you to the divine 
libertine, who makes fenfual acceptance. 





a i ae Ee ee 


pleature his @reat idol, hath 11 Break off alfo all inter- 
no title to inheric the future | courfe with others in thofe 
gdom of Chrift {pernicious vices which are 

perpetrated in the fhades of 
night—Do you rather reprove 
thofe, who are guilty of fuch 
purfuits ; 

12 for it would be inde- 
cent even to mention thofe 
fecret enormities which they 

K 2 {creen 


glorious kin 
and of God. 

6 Suffer.no perfon to feduce 
you into fatal errors, in this 
fundamental concern, by any 
vain empty fophiltry — It is 
for thefe practices that the 
wrath of God is now impend- 


k Herodotus, araone other juft praifes which he befows on tne antient 
Perfians for the care they took in the education of their éhidren, obfeives 
to their everlaiting honour: “Aison dé CEL GWOLecw cUx ekeres TautTa cude 
aeyerr e€ecr. What it was unlawful for them to do, it was unlawful for them 
to fpeak. Herodotus. Clio. p. 305. Edit. Glafe. 

| Eutoameaie. This is a word of rare occurrence ; in the New Telta- 
ment it is Only found in ¢azs paffage. It hgnthes ritaldry, jocularity, lee 
city of {peech. Alt TU CY TOS GoeTss tvTPrureaay. Died. Siculus. Edit. 
KRhodoman. P-797- Lim THY evTenwTerray Tay aAryay MADIZINS « Idem P- 331- 
COZ, ejuf{dem Edit. Tes corscesu EUT ORT EAS 9 with their afaal plea- 
fantry. Plutarchi Agis 5 Cleomenes, p.1a85. Edit, G. Stephani. LH aos 
Tas waidins % Tas omiatas cutexeaa. dem in Antonio. p. 1714. It is 
alfo ufed in a good tenfe for an agreeable pleafantry and urbanity of 
language, 

™ DorG: is tie true reading, fee the MSS. in MEM and Wetzin, 
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world ®. 

13 Now all thefe practices, 
here cenfured and condemned, 
are fhown in their true colours 
by the light of Chriftianity— 
for it is its facred Jight that 
thus iluftrates and difplays 
their real intrinfic nature. 

14 Analogous to this is 
the following paflage: ‘* A- 
wake thou who fleepeft : rife 
from thy darknefs and in- 
fenfibility, and Chrift will 
se his facred beams around 
tice 

I F See, therefore, that you 
walk with the moft accurate 
caution and circumfpection ; 
not like the rafh and incon- 
fiderate, but as thofe who are 
endowed with prudence : 


PAUL'S 
fcreen from the eye of the , 


Epiftie Chap. Vi 

16 Husbanding well your 
fleeting moments—for life is 
tranfient and uncertain. 

17 Wherefore be ye not 
deftitute of confideration—but 
Bey to underftand what the 
will of God is. 

18 And don’t fuffer your- 
felves to be intoxicated with 
wine, which is productive of 
° diffolutenefs and riot—bur 
let your minds be P replete 
with {piritual gifts. 

19 Let your private chear- 
fulnefs be exprefied in pfalms, 
and hymns, and devotional 
odes—chanting thefe to God 
with the melody of a gratetul 
heart. 

20 Ever addrefs your pious 
acknowledgements, for all your 
mercies, through the media- 

tion 


n The Apoftle feems to refer to the profligate and infamous tranfactions 


of the heathen sfleries : 


in {peaking of which Céemens Alcxandrinus thus 


exprefles himfclf. OQ) rag euMPavous auvecsgcuveraes | WHar.ceh ey OLvd GlOTE OFS 
CUP covoUTIV EMMAAUL Aa noovns we nv Ciwomrenpasyn” yuvs dé, TOIS UOME- 


O EARL MEL Tee 


wadn dudeyoevoy’ amorBecrov, w iscoPavrx, To wWue’ asdednts daduys 
Tus Acwmrxdas’ EARyIEL oH Toy age 70 Qws' emiresou om oveuye.s 
TH vUMTE Toe JAUSnpLOL Hy OXOTEL TET isnorta TH Oyia To Wue x Umo- 
aiVETHs EAE A shy %, xoraer % seheueTos® adewy Te 
pusncic* odtess dé eixotws arroxarw Teles, o6 Toy prev ovTies ovr Oxov 
nyuonaae sy, waidioy de wre tw Terocvey Drarmwpnvoy, %y Yuvaioy 


Wey, % [Hooke aeenTos Ws arntus um asgguns avarqzuTes cEBeow. 
Pp: 4 Paris. 1629. 

° Ace ries difolutenefs, rict, profligacy. Avaluy 79 TH DOAN dowres iy 
vr peg aeaauy everd pay eacoces Great difolutene/s and ‘luxury mutt pro- 
duce great effeminacy. Polyeni Stratagem. p- 274. Cafaubon. Lugd. 1589. 
HevSav Tu re spareumat@ aswTia % Maran. He lamented” the diffo- 
/utcnefs and effeminacy of the army. ae Pp: 507, EZ aswrias yap xy medys 
Harta amegyaGcodas Diog. Lacrtius, lib. 6. p. 357. Ledit. Mleibouuz, “Amped. 
1692. 

P Becaufe thefe vices quenched or extinguithed the fpirit, 


vols, 7 bE G0 TNS aNCarbAS vue Esme AawAumeun’ Hy TO Wu 


TH ule Ty 


Chap, vi. 
tion of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
to the one fupreme God and. 
Parent of the univerfe. 


to the EPHESIANS. 


ys 
wives with that degree of af- 
fection they entertain for their 
own perfons—eonjugal afiec- 


21 Pay a mutual condef-; tion is infeparably connected 


eenfion and deference to one; 


another in the fear of God. 
22 Wives, render that fub- 
miffion to your hufbands, 
which, as profeffors, you pay 
co Chrift : 
23 for the hufband is the 
head of the wife, in like man- 





- with felf-love. 

29 No one ever hated his 
own body, but fupplies it 
with nutriment and fences it 
againit the cold—The fame 
intenfe affection doth Chriit 
indulge for the church ; 

30 for we are members of 


ner as Chrift is the head of fhis body, forming the mott 


the church, trom whom the 
health and vigour of the whole 
{yftem are derived. 

24 As the church, there- 
fore, pays an univerfal fub- 
yeGtion to Chrift; fo ought 
te wife to her Pisbane. 

25 Husbands, cherifh that 
iove and 


it: 


der it holy and unpolluted, 
27 and that he’ might 

exhibit ic to himfelf in the 

moft glorious form; a church, 


whofe divine beauty was not | 
fullied by the leaft blemifh or} 
jmiffion and reverence to her 


defect, but adorned with fpot- 
Jefs innocence and immaculate 
purity. 

' 28 Men ought to love their 


affection for your} 
conforts as Chrift exprefied § 
for his church, who volunta- § 
rily furrendered up his life for] 
Hhave ufed a bold allegorical 

26 purifying it with thej 
falutary ftreams of his divine | defire 
doctrines, that he might ren- f 
fand the church. 





¢ intimate connection and union 


with him : 

31 To form this union 
fhall a man forfake his pa- 
rents, and affociate with his 
wife ; and they fhall be con- 
joined in fuch ftrict and indif- 
foluble bonds, as that the 
both fhall be confidered as 
only one individual, actuated 
by one mind. 


32 In this laft pafiage I 
manner of ex spreffion 5 bots! 
to be underftood as 


fpeaking concerning Chrift 


33 Let every one of you, 


| however, maintain that affec- 
ition for his confort, 


which 
he cherifhes for his own felt 
—and let the wife pay fub- 


husband. 
CHAP. V1. 

obedient to your parents 
K 3 


t Children, be 
, as 
rie 


2 An allufion to the drefs and ornaments of a brias, 


eu 
the laws of Chriftianity 
quire—a duty this, which 
common juftice prefcribes. 

2 Itionour thy father and 
thy mother—which is the jir/? 
precept in the decalogue, to 
which an exprefs promile is 
annexed— 

3 that felicity may attend 
thee, and a long and happy 
lite may be thy portion. 


4 find you, parents, treat | 


not your children with cruel 
aufterity and harfhnefs—but 

carecully educate them in the 
elements and inftitution of the 
Chriftian religion. 

5 Do you, who are flaves, 
pay your temporal miaiters 
the like fubmifive and cor- 
dial fubjection and obedience, 
which you render to your di- 
Vine * matter * 

G not fhowing a mere exte- 
rior offciou{nels, as thofe who 
make it their fole ftudy to in- 
Gnuate themlelves into the 
afections of men—but behave 
asthe fervants of Clint, dit 
charging the duty Ged re- 


quires with genuine fince- 
rity : 
7 by the chearful rerform- 


offices in your 
> ftation ftriving rather 
to approve yourfelves to God 
tha i CO er 2 

8 perfuaded, that the vir- 
tuous life, whether of a flave 
or a free man fhall, indiferi- 


ance ot the 
fervile 


it) 


Pan aed 
. UPS a) 


ACY ES 


| 


Chap. Vis 


minately, be recompenfed by 
the iupreme Judee, 
And ye matters, fhow 


the fame kind difpofition to- 
wards your flaves ; forbearing 
al] harfh and paflionate me- 
naces — confcious, that you 
have a great matter in heaven, 
to whom you areaccountable, 
and that no diftinction of per- 


‘fons and ftations is of the leat 


henificance with him. 

cae Finatiy, my Chri- 
{tian brethren, proceed with 
unfhaken refolution in your 
profefion of the gofpel of 
Chrift, in firm confidence of 
his power to fupport you. 

11 Inveft yourielves in. a 
compleat fuit of divine ar- 
mour, that you may be ena- 
bled to baffle all the infi- 
dious artifice of the falfe ac- 
cuicr, | 

12 For we combat not 
merely with the vices and 
prejudices of private indivi- 
duals ; but we have to con- 
Hict with all the confederat 
and united powers of granc i 
and potent eftabliihments, 
both civil and religious, which 
are fupported by the fover elon 
and rulers of this benightc 4 
ace. 

12 Wherefore do you af- 
furne a compleat fuit of divine 
armour—that in the rencoun- 
ter you may be able to op- 
pofe your enemies with firm- 


fa 


NCIS, 


is the true reading, 


Chap. vi. 
and, having * van-, 
to 


nefs, 
quifhed them, 
your ground. 

14 Stand therefore with { 


intrepidity ; having your waifte 
incircled with the girdle of} 
truth, and your heart fortified | 


with the breait-plate of vir- 
Ee; 


fhod with an alacrity to tread 
the path of evangelical hap- 
pineis. 


Ff 


16 * After all, afflume the} 


; 
: 


fhield of faith, with which | 


you will be able to extinguith | 


all the fiery darts of your 
wicked adverfaries. 

17 Let the helmet alfo of 
faivation furround your tem- 
ples, and let your right hand 
grafp the {word of the Spirit, 
that is, the word of God. 

18 On every occafion, do 
you offer up, by the Spirit, 
your devout prayers and iup- 


fo the EPHESIANS, 


maintain J 





fa 





Pa hal 


eo) 
collective body of Chri- 
flians, 

19 and for me, in particu. 
lar, that I may promulgate 
in the world the truths of 
Chriftignity with freedom and 


liberty, and publifh among 


| mankind the unrevealed doc- 
trines of the gofpel ; 

15 and having your feet § 
i fert and plead, though under 
; confinement—Bege of God, 
}that I may propagate the 


20 whofe caufe I now af- 


cofpel with that undaunted 
fortitude with which I ought 
to declare it. 

§—21 Tycuicus, a beloved 
brother and faithful Chriftian 
minifter, will give you a mi- 
nute detail of my prefent cir- 
cumftances. 

22 I have difpatched this 
worthy perfon to you for this 
very purpofe, that he might 
give you particular informa- 
tion of the prefent ftate of 


'my affairs, and might, at 


lications to God; and, du- 
i = 
the fame time, confole your 


ring the ciicharge of thefe fo- 

Jemn offices, be earneft and} minds. 

fervent in your interceffions 23 May happinefs and 

to the Deity for the whole” mercy from God the fupreme 
Ke. Parent, 


Ss Anurra HATEIVLTAMSV OL» This verb often fignifies to wanguile, to 
difpatch, an enemy. Oy auTovepi: xateoyacato. Whom he difpatched with 
his own hand. Déox. Halicar. tom.1. - Oxaz, 1704. Aram arary: 
uatepyacayu. It was difpatched by fraudulent artifice. Ldem p. 242. Tarts 
Boremie, xatepyarauevors Klaving quelled all hoftilities. Idem p. 885. 

t Ra: waoi, after all, or, befides all; not above all, Avt@ Se xaaewus 
ext wast SinBawer. After all, he himfelf paffed with difficulty. Plutarch. 
Cefar, p.1311. Edit. Gr. Stephan. Eat wast de Casineus Anis ets cces07 
mzpeatar. After all, king Agis advancing into the midit. Jzem p. 1455. 
Ayata apwtoy ruv ptaasya, mete Taura TYs ImMaAs, eri was de 7? 
oxevegocey. Firff he led up the phalanx, weat the cavalry, after af toe 
bageage, Polybius, p. 664. Ca/aubor, 


“Ti ee! 
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Parent, and from Jefus Chrift 
our Lord, attend the Chri- 


ftian brethren in their profef- 
fion of the gofpel! 


ao 


Cree. a. 
1 ~®AUL and Timothy 


P the fervants of Jefus 
3 Chrift to all the Chni- 
flians at Philippi with their 
pattors and deacons : 

' 2 We affectionately wiin 
you every favour and felicity 
trom God our fupreme Pa- 
rent, and from our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift. 

a1 thank my God for 
all your kind remembrance 
of me. 

4 In every prayer I prefer 
to lee, I ceafe not, with 
erateful joy, to intercede with 
God for you : 

5 with grateful joy and 
tranfport, amfine from a fentfe 
of your generous contribu- 
tions to promote the fuccefs 
of the golpel from the very 
time you firft embraced it to 
the prefent moment. 


PauL's Epifile 


Chap. 1, 

24 May the divine favour 
refide on all thofe who love 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
is in immortality | Amen. 


AUL’s Epiftle to the PHILIPPIANS, 


good and generous dilpoti- 
tions, will carry them on to 
their compleat and confum- 
mate perfection, and abun- 
dantly recompente them at the 
appearance of Jefus Chrift. 

7 And it is reafonable I 
fhould entertain thefe fenti- 
ments of you all, becaufe that 
in my condition as a prifoner, 
as an apologift, and as an 
eflablifher of the truth of 
Chriftianity, you have ever 
cherifhed the mott cordiai re- 
gards and affection for me, 
having all of vou chearfully 
contributed to that gencrous 
prefent you tranfiniteed tG 
ime. | 

8 I call the great God 
to witnels the fincere and ar- 
dent affection and love [ have 
for you all, as endeared to 
me by al! the facred and inti- 
mate ties of the eofpel. 

g And it is my tervent 


6 And Iam pleafingly per- Liane! that your love for me 


faded of this. that ces Being 


who firft excited in you tl ae 


may be more and more 1n- 


tenfe, and carry you tou greater 


Improvements 


Chap. 1s 
improvements in all ufeful 
knowledge and wifdom, 

ro that you may rationally fe 
examine and explore thofe 
things that are effentially re- 
pugnant to each other, in 
order to your continuing fin- 
cere and unperverted to the 
clorious advent of Chrift : 

ir ever producing in co- 


pious abundance the fruits of | 
give an additional agorava~ 
Jefus Chrift, to the glory and | 


s Ment ; 


virtue, which redound, thro’ 


praile of the Deity. 


§—12 [ am Gefirous, my § 


Chriftian brethren, that you 
thould know that my circum- 
ftances have rather been con- 


ducive to the advancement ot | 
4 deftined to ferve for an apo- 
jlogy of the truth of Chri- 
a {tian: by. 


Ba : 
tne golpel ; 

13 infomuch that my pre- 
fent confinement for my pro- 


effion of the religion of Je-§ 
f their intentions be what they 


ius is publickly known in the 


emperor's palace, and to all} 
01 


athe gotpel is but preached in 


e re{t of ‘the world: 


14 upon which, confider- | 
for ever afford me, the higheft 
jae and fatisfaction : 


able numbers of Ghitine 
deriving encouragement Foe 


chete ee vblecircumitances | 


that have happened in my 
confinement, have been incited 
te propagate the Clgriftian re- 
Hgton 
fin and intrepidity. 
15 % Some of thefe indeed 


preach the Chriftian doétrine 


to the PUILIPPI 


ion with undaunted refolu- | 
fand the powerful aid of the 
PY Spinrot fefus-Chrift< 





ANS. 137 
from a malignant fpirit of 
Dany and from a principle 
of factious oppofition to me—~ 
Bt others, with benevolent 
diipofitions towards me, 

16 The former preach the 
Chriftian religion not with 
pure and genuine intentions, 
but out of bitter animofity 


fand refentment againit me— 


their whole ftudy being to 
tion to my pretent confine- 


i> but the Jatter, who 


j preach the goipel with a cor- 
Bcial affection for me, 
ifrom a perfuafion ae my 


do it 
prefent confinement is only 
18 But what then? Let 


will, fincere or infincere, if 


any way, it affords, and will 


for I am conicious that 


i refult of this will be my 
| deliverance from 
| troubles, through the concur- 


y prefent 


rence of your prayers for me, 


20 This is agreeable to 


ny 


" Thefe were Fewifh converts to Chriftianity who contended for the 
obfervance of the Mo/aic rimal. 
~~ Which was promifed in zmminent danger — and for which the Apofle 
mad occafion in his defence before Nera, 


138 
my * ardent expectation and | 
hopes, which lead me to con- 


clude that I fhall not then be , 


covered with confufion on any 
account; but on this moft 
public theatre, as always, fo} 
now, Chrift will be illuftrioufly | 
honoured in my perfon, whe- | 
ther I am fentenced to five, or | 
doomed to die : 

21 For Chiift is my life ; | 
anddcath my everlaiting gain. 


22 But if a longer lite bef 


allotted me, the fole happineis | 
and blefiing of it to me will 
confift in my minifterial la- | 
bours — fo that 


for my diffolution, Yand long- | 
ing to be with Chriit—a feli- | 
city infinitely fuperior to any § 
this life can beftow : 

24 but my centinuance | 
longer in this fcene of frailty 
is more neceflary on your ac- 
count ; 


x Amexopas cures. 


Peon 


whether If 
fhould deem life or death mott } 
eligible, I cannot determine: } 

23 For lam now embar-. | 
raffedin this difficult dilemma 
—cherifhing a warm defire f 





3 Epiftl: Chap. i, 

25 and I have an affurance 
of this, that my life will be 
protra¢ted, and that I fhall 
have another opportunity of 


}vifiting you all, to promote 


your Chriftian improvement 
and joy ; 

26 in order that by my re- 
turn once more among you, 


} you may be induced to exult, 


with the greateft triumph, 


J in the Chriftian caufe. 


27 Only let it be your 
principal ftudy to conduct 
youriclves in a manner wor- 
thy the gofpel of Chiift, chat, 
prefent or abfent, I may have. 
the fatisfaction to hear that 
you are fteady and unani- 
mous, all actuated by one 
mind in your adherence to the 
eoipel, 

28 and not * intimidated 
in any thing by your adver- 


i faries — * for tho’ ¢hey look 
; upon your attachment to the 


gof{pel as an undoubted proot 


Fof your utter ruin; yet to 
}you it is a demonftration of 
fyour falvaticn: a ialvation, 


which 


Ke pafonew and eougpadeuee are very flrong ane 


emphatical expreflions, fignifying to exted a thing with zxtenfe and ardent 


folicitude. 
x 
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Es de tov xpovov 


Neordey Savouus, uecdG> aur eyw Arya. 
Osis Jae ev WOAAGITIy WS EYW, MOeKOIS 


Ln, ws od ouys xatIavev neel@ Peper 


Sophkoctis Peis eer ae 


. . . a 
7 Wrepepcvel, tntimidated. Tov immov wilupevla Tn paupotuTl THY DALIw? 


TORT 65 021s Plutarchi Marcelius, p- 548. Edit. Gr. Stephan. 
* Fitri cures pev es erdacis arwases, vv d¢ cePupias. 
es With ca In the preceding verie, 


ea A i 


ad “Tiied 


- 


His 


Chap. u. 
which hath God for its au- 
thor: 


29 becaufe, with regard to | 


the gofpel, you have not only 
had the felicity to be inftruct- 
ed in its principles, but to 
fuffer for its principles : 

30 you yourfelves fuitain- 
ing the fame conflict in the 
Chriflian caufe, which you 
have feen me fuftain, and 
now hear that Lam {uppert- 
ing. 

Cuap. ii. « If therefore 
there is any confolation in the 
golpel, if there is any true 
fatisfaCtion flowing from mu- 
tual benevolence, if there is 
any community of fpiritual 
gifts, if there is any lympa- 
thetic tendernefs and commi- 
leracion,- 

# do you ftudy to com- 
plete my happinefs by a cor- 
cial unanimity, and by a mu- 


i) Ty Le oppr @PhetUs in the form of a God, of a aiviire perfon. 


fo th PHILIPPIANS. 


es 


139 
tual harmony and union of 
affection. | 

3 Be not inftigated by a 
factious {pirit of party, or by 
a principle of vain applaufe— 
but from true humility let 
every one reciprocally efteem 
another his fuperior. 

' 4 Let not each man’s af- 
fections be folely confined to 
his private intereft—but ftudy 
to promote the welfare and 
intere{ts of others. 

5 Let the fame difpofition 
govern you which actuated 
the bofom of Chrift Jefus, 

6 who, though he was in- 
vefted with the iplendeors of 
an > exalted celeftial fpirit, 
yet efteemed not this clorious 
form and ftation as fuch a 
erand and valuable ¢ acqui- 
fition, 

7 but divefted himfelf of 
affumed the form of a 
flave, 


Chrift is 


never ftyled 6 @,g%, the fupreme God, but only @:G, a divine perfon. 
Origen and Exfcbivs have remarked this diftin€tion, and for the fame pur- 
poie for which I here mention it. 

. Ou’ opraypoy uyucate, aid not efleemit a prixe, a grand acquifition, 
This werd werayuG hath been fought for in heathen writers with the 
greatett anxiety, both by drzax and Arhana/ian controverfialifts, but hati 
always eluded their diligence. Agpzayue is not infrequently found: fee 
Licttadart Althiopica, Pp. 129, 322, 340, 377. Edit. Commelin. 1596. Bur, 
fays the learned Pearce, {in loc.) Lf do not fud any inflance produced of 
aprayuG as ever ufed by any author but St.Paul in this place. Some years 
ago i fortunately met with this very word aprazuG in that excellent 
little treanfe of Pivtarch, Nepi waiSev ayoyys. ‘The philofopher, {peaking 
of pederaity, which was {o predominant in thofe corrupt ages, fays: 
Teus pev Gu2uzt zy coos Haid, geux lesy EPUTAS » my tov ex Kopytys mcasupecocy 
APMIATMON.  ‘lhofe amours, which aré prevalent at Thebes and Els, are 
co be avoided, and that, for which Crete is infamous, called the /cizwre, 
the prize, the acquifition. Plutarchus Nepr waiday eywyus. p. 20. Edit. Gr 


a 


2VO. Hex, Sicphant. Edit. folio Xplandri. Francof. 1620. p.12. A, 
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fiave, and appeared amongit 
us cloathed with tne common 
robe of frail mortality : 

8 And, after this affiump- 
tion of human nature, he 
gave a ftill farther proof of 
his humihation, by volunta- 
rily {ubmitting even to death, 
the excruciating death of cru- 
cifixion. 

g For which amazing con- 
defcenfion the Derry hath 
elevated him to the moft ex- 
alted ftation, and hath gra- 
cioufly conferred upon him 
a dignity fuperior to every 
other : 

10 in order that all in 
heaven, in earth, and in the 
erave, fhould be fubject to 
the fovereign authority of Je- 
fus ; 

11 and that every rational 
being fhould confels, to the 
glory of the one SUPREME 
Gop, that Jelus Chrift 1s 
now conftituted univertal go- 
vernor. 

12 Wherefore, my dear 
Chriftians, as you have, with 
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the 4 moft fubmiffive defe- 
rence and folicitude, obeyed 
my injunctions, not only when 
I was perfonally pretent with 
you, but, which 1s more to 
your honour, have obeyed 
them in my abfence, do you 
*{eduloufly effect and fecure 
one another’s welfare, 

13 for it is God who in- 
fufeth into you the powers of 
willing and acting in’ this 
manner, in order to promote 
your mutual benevolence. 

t4 Do all things without 
murmuring and mutual re- 
proaches, 

15 that you may be blame- 
isfs and inoftenfive, the ge- 
nuine children of God, of ar 
irreproachable character in the 
midit of a pervertfe and incor- 
rigible age — Let your vir- 
tues, therefore, fhine with 
conipicuous luftre amidift the 
gloomy darknefs of this 
world. 

16 Do you inviolably ad- 
here to the doctrines of life, 
that in the judgment-day of 


Chrift 


XX e ° . ° cf 
¢ Mera, o:fov x Tprurv. This is prt in connectian with yayxeus2zre and 
not with HO TEV OGG. Sce Pearce in loc. 


© Kateyaecne: 
OFOY EMEIOME MATULVATATC. 


Kareoragcpes fignifies to fecure, to effed. Por ward’ 
He cafily fecured whatever he defired. Diox. 


Caffius, p.155. Edit. Redmari. Hamb.1750. DiawaG@ coy erat ly Sv omirins 
u did payns varaeyasato. Philip /ecured as many advantages by his con- 
verfation as by his battles. Po/yeni Stratagem. p. 239. Cafaubon. Lugd. 
1689. Ayveia Ky LTATHY GOAALMIS CUX EARTTCV MAT EDV AC ETL Tus EY TCE 
craus evepyes. ignorance and fraud oftentimes effec? as great things as 
bravery in arms, Dyod, Siculus, tom. 2, p. 490. Edit. Weffeling, Amflet, 
apa 5- 


Chap. il. 
Chrift Jeftus I may exult, that 
U have not run the race of life 
in vain, nor my labours been 
ineffectual. 


17 But though my blood | 
is poured forth as a libation | 


oer the facrifice and fervice 


or your Chriftian profeffion, | 
jlearn how I fhall be difpofed 
i of. 


I rejoice, and congratulate 
you all: 


18 and do you rejoice, and 


congratulate me on the fame | 
| perfon. 

§—1i9g I nope in Chniity 
Jefus fhortly to fend Timo- | 
thy to you, that I may be| 
cheared and enlivened with a | 
j labourer, 
}—— Whom you are now to re- 

20 for I have here no per- | 
fon, who is pofieffed of the} 
fame difpofitions as miyfelf, | 
who will from a principle of | 


account: 


particular account of your 
prefent fituation : 


pure difinterefted affection 


concern themfelves in your f 


affairs : 

21 for all of them are more 
enflaved to their own private 
interefts, than devoted to the 
interefts of Chrift Jefus. 

22 But of this worthy per- 
fon’s character you have had 
ample experience, and need 


f Aare mj OTE 
victim or facrifice. 


é This is the zame that Sy//a aflumed among the Greeds, 


publickly ordered thein to give him. 
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not be informed that he hath 
fhared with me the labours of 


‘the minifterial office with the 


duty and fidelity with which 
a child ferves a beloved pa- 
rent. | 

23 I hope, therefore, to 
fend him to you, as foon as I 


24 But I truftin God that 
I fhall myfelf vifit you in 


25 In the mean time I 
judged it neceflary to difpatch 
g Epaphroditus to you, my 
fellow-Chriftian, my fellow- 
and fellow-foldier 


gard as your apoftle and my 
fubftitute. 

26 j fent him, becaufe he 
was extremely defirous, and 
tenderly anxious to  revifit 
you—on account of that con- 
cern you expreffed when you 
were informed of his ficknefs. 

27 And indeed his life was 
in very imminent danger— 
but it pleated God to have 
mercy upon him, and not 
upon him only, buc upon 
me, that | might not be over. 

whelmed 


Alluding t0 the Adatien that was poured on the 


and which he 
Aur@ cs Tos EAAns: youPuy % 


Heonjace rCwo» EXUTOY EnaPecdiray aunyoceve’ % We 7nd gy TOIS TLO- 


MLO OUTS ovayeyoor la ty AguxiGp RocvnarG SANE Exa'Doodir@. 
Plutarch, Sylla, p. 860. Edit, Gr. Steph. 
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whelmed with an additional 
flood of forrows. | 

28 I have aeatched him, 
therefore, to you with the 
preateft expedition—in order 
that his fpeedy return among 
you may augment your joy, 
and my own mind, at the 
fame time, may be more eafed 
and alleviated. 

29 Receive him, therefore, 
as Chriftians, with cordial 
tranfport, and treat fuch wor- 
thy characters with deferved 
honour : 

30 for, out of his zeal to 
promote the interefts of the 
gofpel, he fell into an indif- 
pofition, which brought him 
to the very gates of death, 
having estes his life to he 
oreatet dangers, that he 
might completely fupply what 
remained deficient in your 
benéficence to me. 


CEreer.. “ATT, 
1 BN fine, my brethren, let 
your Chriftian profef. 
fion infpire you with joy— 
for me now to repeat in wri- 
ting the inftructions I enjoin- 
ed him to deliver to vou, | 
fhall not deem in the leaft 
irkfome, as this will fecure 
you from error. 
2 Beware then of fierce 
and malignant zealots. Be- 
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ware of falfe teachers. 
ware of factious divifions. 

3 For we Chriftians are 
the true circumcifion, whe 
worfhip God according to the 
sofpel, who glory in Chrift 
Tefus, and place no confi- 
dence in the ceremonious ob- 
fervances of the law : 

4 though I have ftronger 
pretenfions to a depen dance 
on the mofaic inftitution for 
the divine acceptance than 
any perfon among you can 
have * 

5 For I was circumceifed 
the eighth day—I defcended 
lineally from Jacob—belong 
to the tribe of Benjamin — 2 
genuine Hebrew from LHe- 
brew anceftors — of the feé 
of the Pharilees, the moft 
rigid obfervers of the law. 

6 From my zealous at- 
tachment to Judaiim £ perfe- 
cuted the Chriftians — with: 
regard to the ritual preferip- 
tions of the law am irre- 
proachable. 

7 But all thefe fignal aci- 
vantages I voluntarily facri- 
ficed tor the fake of Chrift. 

8 And indeed I efteem al? 
thefe privileges as totally ufe- 
lefs on account of the fupe- 
rior excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chrift Jefus my 
ord: for whofe fake I have 
chearfully thrown away ali 
thefe advantages, and efteem 

them 


Chap. ii. 
Be- 
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them as} worthlefs refufe that j lar gracious appointment of 
{ may gain Chrift, Chrift Jefus. 

9 arid be found in his reli- 13 My Chriftian brethren, 
sion, not expecting my ac-}I do not efteem myfelf to 
guittal from a compliance | have obtained this glorious 
with the mofaic law, but that | prize : 
acquittal which is annexed to 14. but one thing occupies 
the belief of the gofpel : that } my whole atrention— forget- 
acquittal, which God dif- [ting what I left behind, I 
penfes to thofe who embrace | ftretch every nerve towards 
Chriftianity : the prize before me, preffing 

10 in order that I might f with eager and rapid fteps 
acquire an accurate know- | towards the goal, to feize the 
ledge of his doctrines, of the fimmortal palm which God, 
powerful energy of his refur- j by Chrift Jelus, beftows. 
rection, and of the common! 15 Let therefore as many 
benefits derived to mankind | of us, as have acquired an 
from his fufferings — And I] accurate and perfect know- 
would voluntarily” fubmiteven | ledge of Chriflianity, cherifh 
to the fame excruciating death | thefe fentiments—and fhould 
he*did, your fentiments differ from 

11 provided I could, by fone another in any effential 
any means, finally attain a} point, God will rectify your 
glorious refurrection from the | errors by an explicit revela- 
dead. tion. 

12 Not that already I have 16 But let us, according 
acquired this palm: not that | to the refpective meaiure of 
E have already attained con- | our attainments, all conform 
fummate esi ae but I }to the fame infallible rule, 
purfue my courfe that | may } let us all cultivate mutual 
feize that garland of immor- } harmony and unanimity. 
tality, to the hope of which } 17 My Chriftian brethren, 
f was raifed by the particu- § do youall copy my example; 

and, 

s LHuCxre y worthless refufe. 

Qs av odirase 
Ein veiropevors nusaes oxuBaroy. 
Fobufen’s Epigran. p. 2 
TsQuzs de, oxuGaroy wporenlucey edecivov n Sxararoa. Clem. a CXR, 
p. 22. Edit. Pais, 1629. Hufapnyv dav autos wag cho» tov Eroy 
cuularwy akicy wowvectas ro xevciov. I with they would through the 
whole of life lock upon goid as feria refufe. Idem p. 162, ejufdem Edis. 
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and, as you have my pattern 
for a model, do you ours 
obferve thofe who propole it 
for their imitation. 
»r 18 For many behave in 
fuch a fcandalous manner, 
that, as I have often told 
you, and now repeat it, with 
ea they are enemies to the 
religion of a crucified Ke- 
deemer : 

rg whofe end is deftruc- 
is their 


tion: whole God 
belly : whofe glory is in their 
fhame: and whofe fouls are 


centered in fordid fecular in- 
tereft. 

20 But our destined ' home 
is in heaven — from which 
bleffed manfions we expect 
one day to behold the wluf- 
trious defeent of the Saviour, 
the Lord Jelus Chritf, 

21 who will then transform 
this mean and defpicable fy!- 
teni of our mortality into the 
congenial form and fimilitude 
of his own glorious and re- 
{plendent perfon, by the 
powerful exertion of that 
energy, by which he is able 
ro reduce all things to an en- 
tire fubjcction to his fovereign 
controul. 
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Epifile Chap. iv: 

CHap. iv. tr. Animated 
with thefe glorious profpects, 
my dear Chriftian brethren, 
the objects of my fondett at-— 
fections, my felicity and my 
crown, do you, my dear 
Chriftians, inflexibly per litt 
in vour adherence to the gol- 
pel. 

§—2 Tentreat Euodia, 
and I entreat Syntyche, to 
cultivate unanimuty as Chri- 
{tians. 

And I bee you too, my 
ever faithful and fincere com- 
panion, do you affiit thofe 
women, who along with Cle- 
mens, and others of my fel- 
low-labourers, whofe names 
are regiftered in the book of 
lite, have zealoufly contri- 
buted to the fuccets of my 
evangelical labours. 

4 Let your Chriftian pro- 
feffion ever infpire you with 
joy—tet your Chrifian  pro- 
feffion, | repeat it, ever in- 
{pire you with facred } JOY. 

5 Let your lenity and can- 
dour be confpicuous to al! 
tnen— A dreadful * deftruc- 
tion from God is now im- 
pending ! 

6 Suffer not your minds 

to 


* eG rey ETT OE OCugev cos poses TUS waressGy 5 EuDnjsess 
iPriy Fol YAO % tDodem pushes ong weir gidG, desEas Tov ovgavor. 
‘Yo one, who faid to him, ee you no concern for your country? God. 
forbid, he replied, J have the greateft regard to my country, pointing to 
heaven. Dion. Laertius, p.83. Meibom. 1692. 

« Referring to the defrugtion of Ferufalens 
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to be corroded with anxious 
cares about any thing: but 
in every fituation of life do 
you, with fervent prayer and 
devout gratitude, addrefs your 
petitions to the Supreme. 

7 And that imment{e good- 
neis of the Deity, which he 
hath difplayed to the heathen 
world, which infinitely tran- 
feends all our moft enlarged 
conceptions, will maintain 
your hearts and minds in an 
inviolable attachment to your 
Chriftian principles. 

8 Finally, my Christian 
brethren, whatever things are 
true, whatever venerable, 
whatever equitabie, whatever 
pure, whatever amiable, what- 
ever commendable, if, there 
is any thing virtuous, any 
thing laudable, let this en- 
gage your attention and cul- 
fle. . | 

g and the _ inftructions, 
which I have taught vou, 
which I have tranfmitted to 
you, which you have heard 
from my lips, and feen illif- 
trated in,my own conduét, do 
you afliduoufly practife : and 
the God of peace and love 
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will ever accompany you 
with his bleffing. 

_§—10 1 was tranfported 
with Chrittian joy to reflect 
that your kind folicitude on 
yy account hath now at latt 
revivea — you were formerly 
pleaied to manifeft your ge- 
nerous dilpofitions towards 
me; but then you had no 
opportunity of carrying them 
into execution. 

i1 Not that I mention 
this on account of any indi- 
eénce—for I have learned in 
whatever fituation Iam to be 
felf-fuficient |! to my own 
happineis. _ 

12 I have learned to bear 
an indigent, I have learned 
to bear an opulent, condition 
—In every place, and among 
all men, I have been initiated 
into the art cf fupporting 
plentiful and neceffitous cir- 
cumitances, of tolerating a- 
bundance and penury. 

13 I am equal to every 
variety cf human condition 
through the powerful aid of 
Chrift. 

14 You have, however, 
notwithftanding my centent- 


Vor. Ik: ‘2 ed 


: Aut 20x45 5 Self fufficient. Bods 9 eratpery ous. MY OLYSUPy UT APNESA TY. 
A. garment, that fences me trom the cold, is very futhcient. Dion. Halicar. 
p.714. tom.1. Hudjon. Tors ccpas, avrapyas vmaovarras, mu deasdz: 
gua. The wife, being felffufficient to their own happinefi, did not want 
friends. Déog. Laertius, Edit. Mfeibom. Amjiel. 1692. Acetiy aurepxy rae 
aoe evseioviay. Virtue was felffuficient to its own happincfs. lex, 
p. 213. Sée alfo pages 235, 321, 351, 445, 481. Auracxes carras e5 
wasnovny —propice erat. Thinking thefe fuffciext to pertuade men. FY 
Martyr. p. 87, Edit. Paris. 1636. . 
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ed dilpofition, acted very 
commendably in this bene- 
ficent contribution to me in 
my diftreffes. 

15 Philippians, you can- 
not be ftrangers, that at the 
time of my firft publication 
of the gofpel among you, 
when I was quitting Mace- 
donia, no fociety of Chri- 
ftians contributed any thing 
to me, but yourfelves. 

16 For when I was even 
in ™ Theffalonica, you twice 
fent me charitable affiftance : 

17 Not that I defire a be- 
nefaction from you — but I 
am defirous your Chriftian 
profeffion fhould 
fuch fruits as may redound 
to your final happinefs. 

1§ ] have now a fufficiency 
of every thing—I am now in 
affuence—I am now bleffed 
with every comfort— having 
received that generous con- 


Paur's Epifile, &c. 
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tribution you fent me by 
Epaphroditus, an acceptable 
facrifice, emitting a moft fra- 
grant odour, grateful and 
pleafing to God ! 

19 May my God fupply all 
your wants, from that inex- 
hauftible glorious benignity 
he difplayed through Chritt 
FJefus | 

zo To our fupreme God 
and Parent be glory afcribed 
through all the revolving 
ages cf eternity ! Amen. 

21 Prefent my affectionate 
remembrance to every Chri- 
fian— The Chriftians, who 
are now with me, embrace 
you. 

22 All the Chriftians, par- 
ticularly fome of the Empe- 
rors domeftics, fend their 
affectionate falutations. 

23 May the favour of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift accompany 


-youall! Amen. 


™ Os, % ey Sescarriun Thefalonica was the capital of Macedonis. 
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PAUL’s E piltle to the COLOSSIANS. 


CHAP. I. 


hae 


pointment confticu- 
ted an. apoftle of Je- 
fus Chrift, and Timothy my 
Chriftian brother, 
join in our affectionate 
falucations to the faithful fo- 
ciety of Chriftians in Colofle, 
fincerely wifhing you every fa. 
vour and felicity from God our 
fupreme Parent, and from our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

3 I pay my fervent grati- 
tude to the God and Father 
of our Lofd Jefus Chrift on 
your accoiint, ever inter- 
ceding with God fer you in 
my prayers, 

4 having been informed of 
vour reception of the Chri- 
itian religion and that bene- 
vyolence you clierifh for all 
Chriftians, 

5 flowing from the glorious 
profpect of that celeitial blet- 
. fednefs referved for you, which 
hath been clearly exhibited 
before you from the firft in 
that divine fyftem of truth, 
the gofpel : 

6 which in its rapid pro- 
grefs hath arrived at you, as 
it hath been pubhthed to all 


the human race, and is now 


AUL. by divine ap-| 


producing its gloricus effects 
in the world, as it hath done 
in particular among you, from 
the very firit day you em- 
braced it, and were acquainted 
with the true golpe] of God : 

7 in which you have been 
inftruéted by Epaphras, my 
beloved collegue and your 
faithtul Chriftian minifter : 

8 who informed me of the 
great aftection you cherifhed 
for me on a {piritual account. 

oo. theretoréy- trem: the 
day I firft heard thefe things, 
ceafe not to pour my fervent 
prayers to heaven for you, 
-—earneftly begging of God 
that you may be filled with a 
clear knowledge of his will, 
and acquire an accurate and 
comprehenfive acquaintance 
with all the various truths of 
divine revelation : 

10 in order that you may 
behave in a manner worthy 
the Chriftian character, and 
be excited, in your whole 
conduct, to fecure the appro- 
bation of God, producing 
the fruits of uri ere virtue, 
and attaining higher degree 
of the knowledge of the 
Deity : 

11 being animated, by that 
glorious power he hath ex- 


oh 2, erfed 
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erted towards you, to fuftain 
your fufferings with invincible 
patience, and to fupport them 
with inflexible fortitude and 
Chriftian exultation : 

12 ever offering up your 
moft grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the fupreme Parent 
of univerfal nature, who hath 
gracioufly vouchfafed to dif- 
penfe to you a fcattered por- 
tion of that divine fplendour 
he hath diffufed among the 
general community of Chri- 
{tians ; 

13 who hath refcued us 
Ueathens from the horrors of 
our dark and gloomy confine- 
ment, and vindicated us into 
the light and liberty of the 
glorious kingdom of his be- 
loved Son. 

¥4 By the effufion of this 
divine Perfon’s blood we Gen- 
tile converts are extricated 
from our moral fervitude, 
and are blefied with the total 
remiffion of our former vices: 

15 This illuftrious Perfon- 
age is the image of the invi- 
fible Supreme, the very fir/ 
being the Deity formed: 

16 For by him were a// 
other things created that are 
in heaven, and that are upon 
earth, the vifible and the in- 
vifible, whether fovereign- 
ties, or dominions, or govern- 
ments, or dignities, all things 
were called into exiftence by 
his creative power, and to 
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acknowledge fubyection 
him : 

17 And this exalted Perfon 
is the fir/t of all created beings, 
and by him areall things main- 
tained in exiftence : 

18 And he is the fupreme 
head of the church, which is, 
figuratively, his dody: he is 
the primary and jiv/? original 
birth from the womb of the 
grave to abfolute immortality 
—fo that in every refpect he 
is the firf# in dignity and emi- 
nence : 

1g For the Deity was 
eracioufly pleafed that all this 
immenfe plenitude of power 
fhould refide in him ; 

20 and through his me- 
diation, to conciliate and unite 
into one fyftem, to his glory, 
all beings both on earth and 
in heaven, having conitituted 
a perfect harmony and con- 
cord betwixt them by means 
of the effufion of his blood on 
the crofs : 

21 And, in particular, you, 
who were ovce alienated from: 
him, and become his enemies 
by your habitual, and enor- 
mous immoralities, hath he 
jow admitted into his friend- 
fhip, 

22 by means of his Son’s 
incarnation and fubmiffion to 
death, that he might exhibit 
you to the world a 1 felect, im- 
maculate, irreproachable to- 
Cleey: 


Be. 


23 A0G 


Chap. to the 
a And this his intention 
“Ml be anfwered, fince you 
ow continue immoveably 

ae on the bafis of Chri- 
ttianity, fuffering nothing to 
fubvert thete 
hopes, in which you have 
been eftablifhed by thofe jov- 
ful tidings you have heard, 
which have been diffufed in 
every region—of which I Paul 
was conftituted a publifher 
and herald. 

§—24 I now exult in the 
fufferings I fupport on your 
account, and, in return for 
the perfecutions I once inflic- 
ted, I now myfelf fuffer per- 


fecution, filling up the mea- | 
that | 


fure of thofe “diftreffes, 
are {till allotted me - the 
Chriftian caufe, for the benefit 


rative body : 


=o 


was pleafed to afign me with 
refpe& to you Gentiles : 


that unrevealed fyftem of di- 
vine truths, with which for- 
mer ages and difpenfations 
were unacquainted, but which 
is now promulgated to the 
virtuous and well-difpofed, 
27 to whom the Deity was 
‘defirous to difcover the glo- 
rious tranicendent excellency 
af this divine revelation, newly 


COLOSSIANS. 


of which church I was ] 
appointed a minifter, in order § 
co execute the defign of God 41 
in that particular province he | 
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publifhed among the Tlea- 
thens, namely, That the Mef- 


| ah is become to you Gentiles 
tthe author of the glorious 
| hope of immortality. 

“fundamental 


28 Thete evangelical doc- 
trines we proclaim to the 


}world, folemnly admonifhing 
Vevery perfon, without diftinc- 
) tion, carefully initiating every 
iperfon into all this divine 
‘{cience, in order that, by the 
}Chriftian religion, 


we may 
advance every perfon to the 
higheft poffible fummit of per- 


i fection : 


29 To accomplifh which, 


| I exert all my endeavours, fe- 


duloufly labouring to effect 
this great end by thofe mira- 
culous operations, he power- 


i fully enables me to perform. 
of the church, Chrift’s figu- § 


Clan. te 


AM defirous you fhould 
know what diftreffing 


hanxiety I am in for you, for 
wthe Chriftians 
26 to publifh among you 


in Laodicea, 
and for all other converts, to 
whom I am not perfonalliy 
known. | | 

2 Extremely folicitous thaz 
their minds might be confoled, 
that they might all be firmly 
connected in the bonds of 
mutual benevolence, that they 
might have the moft full and 
undoubted affurance of the 
doctrine I publ lifh, and ac- 

2 knowledge 


i50 Paurs Epaftle Chap. ii 
knowledge the newly revealed | feductive fophiims—conform- 
difcoveries of God the fupreme Jing to the ¥ traditionary opi- 
Father, and of Chritt: nions of men, adopting the 
3 In which revelation all elements of fecular wifdom, 
the inexhauftible treafures of | and not following the cuidance 
wifdom and knowledge are } of Chriftianity : 
comprized. 9 for in this {cheme all the 
4 I mention this to prevent f plenitude of divinity is collec- 
any of you being feduced into | tively combined. 
fatal delufions by the perfua-— 10 By the author of this 
five arts of fophittry. t religion, who is conftituted 
5 For though in perfon I}the jupreme head of all ad- 
am abfent, yet in mind I am | miniftration and government, 
prefent with you, viewing, | you have been literally filled 
with tran{port, the elegant with fpiritual gifts. 
order and decorum you pre- 11 By him have you been, 
ferve, and your inflexible ad- | figuratively, circumcifed : all 
herence to the Chriftian reli- | your carwal vices being totally 
gion. cut off and for ever removed 
6 As therefore, upon con, from you by that moral cir- 
viclion, you have embraced | cumceifion you have received 
the doctrines of Jefus Chrift] from Chrift. 


our Lord, let them form the 12 With him have you 
rules of your conduét : been flouratively jaterred in 


+ firmly fixed in the prin- | your baptifmal immerfion ; 
ciples of his gofpel, and im-| with him alfo have you been 
moveably founded on the] figuratively railed to life, by 
bafis of his religion, eftab- | means of your firm pertuafion 
lifhed in thofe doétrines you {chat he was railed from the 
have been taught, making | grave by the omnipotent encr- 
continual improvements, and | gy of God. 
exprefiing your devout grati- 13 And you, who are now 
tude to God. dead ° to your vices, and to 

8 be cautious left you fall fall your former abominable 
a prey to any perfon’s philo- Jenormities, hath he raifed to 
fophical tenets, and frivolous $ life aiong with hintclf, having 

eracioully 


n Meaning the abfurd fyftem of the heathen mythology and pki ilopny 

° This paflage i is parallel with Ephef. chap. i. 1. Mok of ou: printed 
copies have ev rors wetpan le Mest, but ey is not in feveral MSS. fee A%/! 
and Wet/cn. tis omitted im the Editions of Era/mus, of dldus, of Co- 
kineus, of Straflurg 1524, of Bafil 1536, 1550) 157% | 


Chap: i 
gracioufly expunged at once 
all your prior immoralities : 

14 having entirely cancel- 
led and vacated that bill P 
confifting of fuch a variety of 
ceremonial articles, which we 
were liable to difcharge—this 
he fer ever annulled, by nail- 
ing it to his crofs : 

15 having pulled down 
thefe religious eftablifhments 
fupperted by the great and 
powerful, he hath led them 
in triumph, openly expofing 
them to the view of the world. 

16 Let no one therefore 
cenfure you for any irregu- 
larities with regard to any 
food, or drink, or feitival, or 
new moon, or patricular fo- 
lemnity : 

17 for thefe are byt the 
mere /hadows of a future glo- 
rious éedy, namely, Chrift. 

38 Let no one therefore 
wre{t your crown from you 
by a pretended voluntary felt- 
mortification, or an adoration 


P XEDOY POI » note of hand, This 


fo the COLOSSIANS. 


rot 
of angels--officioufly intruding 
into things wrapped in impe- 
netrable darknels, foolifhly 
inflated with ignorance and 
conceit, 

1g and not connecting him- 
felf with the head, from which 
the whole body deriving thofe 
fupplies, which are regularly 
ditffuled through every part 
of the whole frame, and by 
which it 1s combined into one 
fyitem, is advancing to an 
1immenfe magnitude. 

20 Since then the death of 
Chrift hath diffolved your 
connectiong with the princi- 
ples of human _ philofophy, 
why are you, as if your life 
was folely circumfcribed with- 
in the limits of this world, {till 
tenacious of its tenets ? 

21 for example, fuch phi- 
Icfophical maxims as thefe: 
Forbear to * eat: Forbear to 
tafte: Forbear even to touch: 

22 All which things tend 
to harm, when they are abufed 

Pay —being 


bill confited of a great variety of 


ceremonial articles which they were obliged to difcharge, and which were 


jn full force againft them. 


Debttor aut Jumfttos pergit non reddere numeos 


Vana fupervacui dicens chizographa figai. 


Juvenal. Sat. xvi. go. 


9 Avkuow rev OQecv, a very large encreafe, an immenfe fize or amplitude. 


Of God is the ‘Feavifh fuperlative. 


" Mua apn, eat not. Arrlomas figniies to eat. My ds’ arociey evar to ¥j 


Tay adySpameav xpeev abarsate 


It was not an unholy thing even to cat 


human flefh. Diog. Laertius, tom. t. p. 348. Edit. Alerbom. Amflel. 1692. 


POUTCOY ae To MprevEy amarpeLrey, MY OTL Ze awlecSat rev Cw. 


He 


prohibited the &//ing, much more the eating, of animals. Idem p. 498. 
Os: dP afag eCwov, wroegou J anlovto vepeose. 


Oppian. Kuyay. ib, iv, 281. 


yo2 
‘ ad 


—being practifed merely out 


- of recard to the precepts and } 
: idolatry. 


doomata of philotophers : 


23 but they have a por- | 
tion of wildom, when they | 


are obeyed from a a principle 


of voluntary devotednets ‘to { 
God, of true humility, and { 
f once affociated, 
ithe fame vicious puriuits : 


maceration of the body, not 
out-of any regard to the fa- 
tiating the animal appetites, 


C roar. Vk 
INCE * then you have 


been raifed up along 
with Chrift, do you intenfely 
afpire after the various blef- 
fednefs of that world, where 
Chrift is now fitting at the 
right hand of God. 

, Let your affections cen- 
ter, not in the objects of this 
lire, 
eternity. 


3 For you are dead, and f 
there 
Greek and Jew, of circum- 
Fciled and uncircumcered, of 

4 When Chrift, who will } 
reanimate our fleeping duff, | 
F combined 
y nious community under Christ 


your future life hath been 
depofited by the Deity in the 
hands ef Chrift. 


fhall appear, then fhall you, 
at the fame time with him, 
be exhibited in glorious {plen- 
dour. 

5 Do you mortify, there- 
fore, all your depraved earth- 
ly paflions, debauchery, im- 


A wes 


ifince you have now 


but in the objects of 





Ebijtle Chap. tii. 


purity, fodomy, luft, and ex- 
orbitant lewdnels, which 1S 


6 Kor which enormities 
the wrath of God 1s now 1m- 
pending over the abandoned 
and incorrigible : 

7 With Senor you were 
and indulged 


8 But do vou now throw 


f off all thele profligate habits, 
jand tor ever 
| mone 


banith trom a- 


S you anger, pafion, 


} malice, calumn:, and abulive 


language. 

Do not violate truth, 

caft off 

your o/d heathenith ftate with 
all its abandoned practices, 

10 and are now invetted 


swith the privileges of a ew 
i difpenfation, v 
| original Author, 
fwith the moit traniecende:it 
twitdom 


which, like its 
1S<. Feplere 


11 Under this difpenfation 
is no diftinétion -of 


Barbarian, Scythian, ave, or 
freeman — but they are av? 
into one harmo- 


— who diftributeth {piritual 
oifts to them all indicrimi- 

nately. 
12 As you are therefore 
the elect, diftinguifhed, and 
belov ed 


s E, with an iadicative frequently fienifies fimcee Es cuy cevayetaures 


Shapeitts fo thee COLOSSIANS. 1G 


beloved fociety of God, do 
you adorn your minds with 
the amiable habits of fympa- 
thetic tendernefs, benignity, 
humility, lenity, equanimity : 
13. bearing with one an- 
other, and forgiving one an- 

other, when any of you hath @ gratetul heart. 
a complaint againft another | 17 And iet all your words 
— as Chrift hath gracioufly f and actions be fuch as be- 
forgiven you, do you, in 1mi- J come the Chriftian charaéter 
tation of him, generoufly | —addreffing your pious ac- 
knowledgments to the fuy- 


ioreive one another. . 
14 And befides all thefe | preme Gad and Father, thro’ 
the mediation of Chrift. 


virtues abovementioned, do | 
§—18 Wives, pay fub- 


you adorn yourfelves with 
;mufficn to your hufhands, as 


benevolence, which 1s the 
great bond and cement of fit is your incumbent duty, as 
| | Chriftian profeffors, . 


perfection. 

r5 And let an affecting § 19 Hufbands, cherifh a 
fenfe of that diltinguithed | tender affection for your 
happinefs, into which God ] wives, and fuffer not your- 
hath gracioufly introduced | felves to harbour any virulent 
you, defigning to form all } refentments againit them. 
Chrittians, indifcriminately, f 20 Children, render an 
unto one body, ever prefide f univerfal obedience to your 
ln your hearts — and let this | parents—- this will recom- 
mgnal bleffing infpire you J mend you to the approbation 
with gratitude to God. lot God. 

r6 Let the Chriitian reve- J 21 Fathers, treat not your 
Jacion, with all its rich va- #children with cruel feverity, 
| that 


riety of wifdom, occupy your 
¥minds—and do you inftrué 
pand admonifh yourfelves of 
your religious duty * by 
| plalms, and hymns, and fpi- 
| ritual odes — chanting thefe 
| to God with the melody of a 










“ Ems waos de reves. Ens macs does nct fignify above all, but 
aticr, Or, befides all, Ems d& rovrois amaci, ras RUTEAND IAS BUTCY 
woveero tuxas. . After all thefe, he lamented his deftiny. Dion. Halicar. 
tom. 1. p. 268. Oxon. Try 3 em wWroas rerayueny. Idem p. 214. 
Eri oe toss esonAdov os Podios. After thefe the Rhodians entered. Poly- 
fius. Cafaubon. Hanov. 1619. °822. See p. 699, 719, 744, go8. 

= Avaucnovres % YOUSETOUUTES ExUTOUS armors, Infrading and ad~ 
cmonehing YOURSELVES by plalms, &c. 
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PAUWL's 


Epiftle Chap. iv. 


that their ¥ fpirits be not|mafter in heaven, to whom 


broken. 

22 Servants, pay an un- 
referved obedience..to your 
temporal mafters—not fhow- 
ing a mere exterior officioul- 
nefs, as thofe, whole fole 
ftudy it is toinfinuate them- 
felves into the affections of 
men; but as thofe, who are 
influenced by the fear of God, 
Jet your fervice be performed 
with undiffembled integrity. 

22 And let alltheomices 
of your fervile ftation be dif- 
charged with fincere chear- 
tulnefs, as thofe who are more 
folicitous to approve them- 
jelves to God than to men: 

24 perfuaded, that your 
fidelity fhall be finally requt- 
ted, by the Almighty, with 
a glorious inheritance — for 
you are the fervants of your 
mafter Chritl. 

25 But the fervant, who 
is unjult, fhall be punithed 
tor the injury he hath done, 
by that Being, who pays no 
regard to the civil diltinction 
of perfons. 

Cuap. iv. 1 Mafters, do 
what is juit and equitable to 
your * fervants ; 


you are accountable. 

§—2 Do you. conftantly 
perform the duty of prayer, 
and Jet grateful acknowlede- 
ments continually make a part 
of your devotional exercifes : 

2 At the fame time inter- 
ceding with God for me, that 
he would open before me a 
vrofpect of Y more extenfive 
ufefulnefs, that I may pro- 
pagate among men thofe re- 
vealed truths, for which I 
am now under confinement : 

4 that I may difplay them 
to the world in fuch a man- 
ner, as 1t becomes me to pub- 
lith them. | 

§ Behave. with the great- 
eft prudence towards thole 
who are not Chriftians—hut- 
banding your fleeting mo- 
ments with the greateft fru- 
eality. 

6 }.et your common dil- 
courfe be ever uwleful and in- 
ftructive, feafoned with falt— 
that you may know to acquit 
yourfelves in convertation 
with difcretion and wifdom. 

§—7 You will receive a 
minute and circum{tantial ac- 


conicious }count of my prefent affairs 


that you yourfelves have a'from Tychicus, a beloved 


W Advupwsiv. 


brother, 


* With what inhumanity and unfeeling cruelty even Gato treated his 
fiaves, fee a memorable initance in Plutarch’s life of Marcus Cato, p. 620. 


Edit. Gr. Hen. Stephani. 


€ 
Ov vous HPKTOWWTHS NON MOMTELY KH JAN KW CERV. 


y Becanfe hé was now in prifon. 


Exrifidis Lreeuba 282. 


Chap. iv, 
brother, a faithful munitter, 
and my Chriftian collegue. 

8 I have difpatched this 
worthy perfon to you for this 
very purpofe, that he might 
give 7 you a par ticular intor- 
mation of the prefent ftate of 
my affairs, and might, 
the fame time, cenfole your | 
minds. 

g Along with him I have 


fent Onefimus, who is one of ¥ 
dese and faith- | 
Chriftian—Thefe will ac- } fician, and Demas, 


F kind remembrance. 


yo 
ful 
quaint you with the fituation 
of things here. 

§—r1o ARISTARCHUS ce- 
fires his affectionate remem- 


Jociety, & 


of Barnabas, 


—fhould he vifit you, 

him a kind reception. 
ri Jefus alfo firna is 

Juftus—Thefe three, who a 

all Jewifh converts, 

only perfons, who co-operate 


GIVE 


nave been a rt to 
me. 


12 Epaphras, 


great comic 
2 member 
tutations, who continually, ; in 


his prayers, implores God 
with the greateft fervency, 


% Tvwere 1s the true reading. 


Fhe O (68S TORN S, 


at § 


‘this epiftle, 
i read alfo in the church of the 
i Laodiceans—and do you read 
e | the epiftle to the Laodiceans. 
are fe 





iss 
that you may acquire a clear 


and accurate knowledge of 
) Chriftianity, 
}the fulnefs of its evidences, 
p and fteadily perfift in the per- 


may perceive 


formance of the whole will 
of God. 

13 Ican bear him witnefs 
that he cherithes the warmeft 


| affection for you, and for the 


Chisftians 
lerapolis. 

14 Luke, the beloved phy- 
beg their 


in Laodicea and 


15 | beg my affectionate 


t falutations ‘to the Chriftians 
in L.aodicea, 
prance, and Mark the coulia { 
about whom } 
you have received my orders [ 


to Nympha, 
and to the church that meets 
in his houfe. 

16 After you have read 
caufe it to be 


17 Bid Archippus faith- 


fully execute the duties of 
with me in eftablifhing the | 


kingdom of God — Thete bwhich he hath been intruft- 


the minifterial office, with 


ed, 
18 * My own kind remem- 


tbrance of you I write with 
of your fociety, fends his fa- } 


my own hand — Remember 
my confinement. May the 
divine favour ever attend youl 
Amen, 


* As fat as ¢his verfe his Amanuenfis had written. 
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PAU L’s Firft Epiftie to the T HESs 


SALONIANS, 


CHAP. 2, 
5 AUL, Silvan, and 


Timothy, join in our 

moft affectionate fa- 
turations to the foctety of 
Chriftiens at Theffalonica, 
who believe in one fupreme 
God, and in the divine mif- 
fion of our Lord Jefus the 
Meffish—- We fincerely with 
you every felicity and blef- 
fing from the Deity, and from 
Jefus Chritt. 

2 The candid reception 
you gave the gofpel at its 
publication among you per- 
petually fills us with the 
warmeft acknowledgments to 
heaven, anaever cuciages us 
to aremembrance of you in 
our prayers to God. 

3 We often review and 
often commemorate 


mufion otf the Chrifian doc- 
trine, the generous fervour 
of your benevolence, and your 
frm unfhaken perfuafion of 
that blefied immortality, 
which God our commen era- 
cious Parent promifed thro’ 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

4 We are convinced, dear 


with | 
leafure your favourable ad-{ 


Chriftian brethren, that Ged 
hath expreffed a diftineuifhed 
regard for you by inviting 
you to embrace Chriftianity. 

5 The gracious intention 
of God towards you abun- 
dantly appeared from this, 
that when we firlt exhibited 
the evidences of the golpel 
before you, to fecure your 
affent, God was pleafed to 
ratify and confirm them by 
many fional and aftonifhing 
operations —- To you we can 
appeal for the integrity and 
uprightnefs of our behaviour 
among you. 

6 And we are alfo plea- 
fingiy confcious, how {tudious 
and ambitious you were to 
imitate the virtues of our 
{LLord, and to make our lives 
the pattern of your own, 
after you were convinced of 
the truth of Chriftianity — 
which we publifhed indeed 
among you in great bodily 
pain and affliction, but with 
divine energy and tranfport. 

7 Your exemplary conduct, 
after your profeffion of Chri- 
ftianity, was fo illuftrious as 
to become a model and {tan- 


dard to all other focieties of 
Chri- 


Chap. ik Pau Firft Epifile, &c. 17 
Chriftians in Macedonia and fwe firft came amone you, 
wichaia: f were not unfuccefsful. 

8 for from you, as froma} 2 You know, after all the 
center, was the Chriftian reli- ] injurious and abufive treat- 
mion diffuted, not only inj} ment we met with at Phi- 
Macedonia and Achaia, but | lippi, with what affectionate 
in all the adjacent countries j earneftnefs and undaunted 
and cities around in every | fortitude we publifhed among 
cirection—the reception you | you the glad tidings of the 
gave to that divine fcheme, | Chriftian difpenfation. 
which infinite wildom con-| 3 Our importunate exhor- 
stived, and your virtuous | tations to you are not the dic- 
obedience, were fo univerfally | tates of vain erroneous delu- 
celebrated, as to render any} fion, are not the fuggeftions 
encomiums from us entirely fof infincerity and diffimula- 
unneceflary. | tion, of fraud and impotture : 

g For in all the places we} 4 but confcious that the 
vifited, we were told, what a] great God hath defigned to 
favourable admiffion you had | commiffion us to proclaim 
given us and our doctrines, | thefe divine truths among 
with what indignation you | mankind, we freely publifh 
had abandoned your falfe fic- | them among his rational crea 
titious deities; to ferve the} tures — not with a view to 
one fypreme and ever-living ffecure the vain applaufe of 
God, the world, but, by a faithful 

10 and with what pious} difcharee of this arduous 
and fervent afpirations you | truft, to recommend ourfelves 
expected the glorious appear- J to the approbation of that 
ance of his fon Jeéfus trom | God, who is perfeéHy ac- 
heaven— that divine Perfon- | quainted with our hearts. 
age, whom God raifed from} 5 That we never once 
the grave, and whom infinite | ftooped to practife among 
wifdom deputed to reform af you any mean low. arts of 
depraved world, and to refcue | fervility and adulation, we 
us from future perdition. appeal to you: and ‘that we 
inever acted from any {felf- 













CH AGr. i. Linterefted views, we folemnly 
| appeal to God. 
x OU are confcious, my 6 Nor was it ever- our 


fellow-Chriftians, that 
our minifterial labours, when 


ftudy to acquire glory and 
popular fame either* from 
you, 


58 
you, or from any other—when 
we might have afilumed along 
you that ° dignity and autho- 
nty, to which our apoftolic 
character entitles ugg 

7 yet we ever treated you 
with the preatef{t mildnefs and 
condefcenfion, and with alt 
the indulgent tendernefs that 
a fond mother expreffes for 
the objects ef her affection. 
. 8 Such is the intenle ar- 
dour of our love for you, that 
we would with pleafure f not 


only devote the gofpel but! 
our own lives to promote your | 
jabundantly evinced from the 
Hipiritual 


bappinels. 

g Youremember with what 
indefatig 
affiduity we preached the di- 


vine truths of the Chriftian j 


religion among you ; and with 
hat induftry we worked day 
and night, 


you. 

BO: We- can appeal 
God, and we can appeal to 
you, for the fanctity, the 
integrity, and the 
purity of our manners among 
you. 

rd 


naifhed you with all the pathe- 


an affectionate parent : 
12 cohjuring and entreat- 


Paut's Eirfl Epifile 


gable diligence and| 
HeXCrt, 


that we might} 
not be burdenfome to any of }]—for you have been involved 
fin the fame troubles from 


to | 


inviolate ¢ 


fbrued 
You are confcious that | blood of our Lord Jefys, who 


we ever inftructed and admo- § 





Chap. it. 
ing you, by every perfuafive 
arsument, to behave in z 
manner worthy that God, 
who was gracioufly pleafed tc 
conttitute - you the fubjects of 
his glorious kingdom. 

13 It alfo never fails to 
infpire us with the warmeft 
gratitude to God, when we 
refieét, that at oar very firft 
promulgation of the Chrittian 
revelation among you, you 
embraced tts do4trines, not 
as the tenets of men, but, as 
in reality they are, the dic- 
tates of divine wifdom—as is 


gifts, which the 
Deity now enables you to 


14 Your fate too,my dear 
Chriftian brethren, hath been 


pexactly fimilar to that of the 


Chriftian focieties in Juda 


your countrymen, as were 
inflicted upon them by the 
Jews, 

15 that obftinate and in- 
corrigible people, who em- 
therr hards in the 


affalfinated their prophets,who 
have ever perfecuted us with 


tic and folicitous anxiety of funrelenting rage, are guilty 


of the moit flagrant impiety 


againit God, who cherifh an 
implacable 


’ Ep Capa, i” gravity, authoritative folemiity in oppoktion to misdness 


ana fiveetne's of manners. 


Chap. ii. 


fo the" FS SO NAN 8. 
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implacable enmity againft ©, a fcheme abfolutely imprac- 


all mankind, 

16 and who practife every 
method to hinder our uleful- 
nefs among the Heathens— 
So that by all thefe enormi- 
ties their national wickednefs 
is arrived at its ultimate height 
and completion, and the wrath 
of God is going to overwhelm 
them in the moft ¢@ dreadful 
deftruétion. 

§—17 Tue circumftance 
of our being reluctantly torn 
from vou, my dear Fellow- 
Chriftians, stor a {hort time, 


and our intimate union being | 


diffolved by diftance of place, 
not of affection, hath inflamed 
us all with the moft ardent 
defire to revifit you. 

18 Accordingly we all 
fully intended to return to 


you, and myfelf, in particular, 


repeatedly attempted to carry 


this intention into execution 


——but our implacable adver- 
faries the Jews rendered fuch 


ticable. 

1g For what is it confti- 
tutes our higheft happinefs : 
what is it foothes us with plea- 
fing lope, and infpires us 
with exultation and triumph ? 
——It is the felicity, into whicly 
you will be introduced at the 
fecond appearance of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. 

20 It isin you we glory— 
it isin you we exult, 


CHAP Ate 


I PON my arrival in 

Athens, I felt my 
heart penetrated with fuch 
painful anxiety for you, as 
became at lait abfolutely ¢ in- 
tolerable —-I chofe therefore 
to be left quite alone in’ that 
city, 

2 and immediately dif- 
patched Timothy to you, my 
dear Chriftian brother, fellow- 

minifter, 


© Masi avtewmoss evovtiwy, This charafter of the Fewi/S nation is 


confirmed by Tacitus, almott in the very words of the Apoflle, Apud’ 
ipfos (Judzos) fides obftinata, mifericordia in promptu, fed adverfus omnes 
alios hoftile odium. Taciti Hift. lib. v. §. Se. Vol.4. Edit. Dublin. p..391. 
The !Fews were diftinguifhed for their ranccur and virulence, fays Dion. 
Caius: To yoo ror yevE> avtav Sunwiev, wingoraroy ess. D, Coffius, 
tom. p. $86. Edit. Reimari. Hamburg.1750. “fuflin Martyr remarks this 
their peculiar violence. Ovyx, GuTws yao Tx BAG eSvn bo TRUTH THY 


adiKiay tny ES Nas % TOD Xowsmov eveyovras, ocov vas, Dialge 
cum Tryph. p. 42. Edit.Gr. R. Stephan. Paris. 1551. 

4 Deftruction of Feruvfalem by the Romans. 

© Mixers seyeytes, mot being able to dear it any longer. Taw yeo 
wrrwy oudey alyawy seyav. No other veffel would contain it. Plutarch. 
Alexander. p.1296,. Stephani. Tou Svacy tas Duyas MY SexVTH Pr~ 
Lani Stratagem, p. 555. Cafauben, 
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minifter, and affociate, to con- 
firm you in the principles of 
the Chriftian religion, and 
to give you a clear view of 
the inflitution you have em- 
braced, 

3 in order that.your former 
conviction of the truth of 
Chriftianity mtght not be in- 
validated by thofe tufferings 
eve fuftained—To thefe per- 
fecutions you know our prin- 
ciples neceffardy expoie us. 

4 When we were imong 
you we faithfully told you that 
we thould be involved in di- 
ftrefs — and you know how 
true our predictions proved. 

5 The review therefore of 
your {tate filling me, in my 
abience, with the moft ex- 
cruciating and unfoufferable 
anxiety, [ fent immediately 
to know, how you ftood af- 
fected to Chriftianity — tor- 
tured, in the medn time, with 
the acuteft diftrefs, for fear 
you fhould have been feduced 
from your principles, and all 
our labours among you for 
ever fruftrated. 

6 But when Timothy re- 
turned and told me the agree- 
able news of your fteady at- 
tachment to Chriftianity, of 
your generous benevolence, 
of your kind remembrance of 
us, and of the fervent defire 
you ever expreffed to fee us—# 
a defire, which we can affure 
you is mutual, 


Lirft Epifile 


Chap. iit. 

7 we were, my Chriftian: 
brethren, fo traniported with: 
this agreeable account of your 
adherence to the gofpel, that: 
all the ideas of our fufferings. 
among you inttantly vanithed. 
and were fuceeeded by the 
highett extafies of facred joy 
and centolation. 

8 Continue but firm in 
your attachment to the Chri- 
ftian revelation, and our pre- 
fent happinefs is contummiate. 

q What fnficient returns 
are we capable of making to 
heaven for the pure tr an{port- 
ing joys whi ch you have in- 
fpired into our hearts! God 
alone 1s witnefs of its fer- 
vency. | 

10 Not aday, not a night 
paffes, without the moft af- 
tectionate wifhes to {fee you 
again, and tofupply your pre- 
fent defective knowledge of 
the Chriftian chureh, | | 

tr May the ever blefled 
God our fupreme Parent, and 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, granc 
me a proiperous journey te 
you! _ 

12 And may God infpire 
you with the fame intenfe love 
and benevolence for one ano- 
ther, and for ait mankind, 
that burns in my bofom for 
you! fe 
13 inorder that your minds 
may be inviolably ‘eftablifhed 
in the principles and practice 
of univerfal holinefs, and that 
you 


Chap. ie: 
you may be prefented irre- 
proachable before the tribunal 
of the fupreme God, in that 
awtul day when Chrift hall 
appear attended by all his vir- 
tuous followers. 
> a 


CHAP. Iv. 
N fine, my dear Chri- 


{tian brethren, we en- 
treat and folemnly adjure you 


by our_Lord Jeius, that as | 
#tO contemn thefe yon <tions,; 
fdoth not flight the admoni- 
Ptions of 


we prefcribed to you the rules 
of your fature conduét, and 
faithfully fhewed you the me- 
thod of fecuring the divine 
approbation, you would ever 
{trive to acquire higher de- 
grees of moral improvement. 


2 I need not remind you | 
of the particular injunctions § 
i nevolence and love—natural 


| religion abundantly dictates to 


we laid upon you, as Chriftian 
profefiors. 


3 For God requires you to § 


abandon all your former de- 
bauchery and fenfuality, and 


to maintain an inviolate con- | 


tinence and purity. 


4 He requires every one | 
of you to preferve his body | 
in the dignity and honour of | 
| Chrittian fociety throughout 


an immaculate chaftity, 


5 and to refrain from all f 
Hhicte libidinous exceffes,which { 


the unconverted Heathens in- 
dulge. 

& It 1s hig facred will that 
no one fhould - attempt the 


ionour of another, or violate 
Lgey eac | 


fo te THES 
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the bed of his brother—On 
all fuch criminal enormitics 
as thefe God will inflict the 
moft dire ee — as 
formerly, in the moft affec- 


| tionate and : impor tunate terms 


we aflured you he would. 
7 Kor God, under the Chri=- 
{tian difpenfation, doth not 


fallow fuch depraved and fen- 
ffual defires as thefe—he infifts 
Fon the ftricteft purity of heart 
fand manners. 


8 He therefore, who affects 


men, but of that 
1God, who hath authorized, 


and endowed us with fpiricual 


| powers. 


§—9 THERE iS no occa- 
fion for me ftrenuouily to in- 
culcate upon you mutual be- 


you the obligation of this im- 
portant duty. | 

10 And indeed you emi- 
nently diftingutfh yourlelves 
by the exercife cf this moft 
amiable virtue—your gene- . 
rous focial affections have been 
mott liberally diffuted to every 


the whole extent of all. Ma- 
cedonia — And we beg you 


would ftill afpire after fublimer 


attainments in this exalted vir- 
tue. 
11 We alfo entreat you to 
cultivate mutual harmony and 
MI peace, 
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peace, to be induftrious in 
your refpective occupations— 
that by the dint of honeft la- 
bour and diligence (a duty 
you know, we ever ftrongly 
recommended) 

¥2 you may hive tn credit 
and decency in the world, 
and avoid the miferies and 
cifgrace of penury and indi- 
eence. 

§—13 Wrrn regard to the 
{tate of your deceafed friends, 
I am not willing, my dear 
Chriftian brechren: to leave 
you in that gloomy error, or 
abandon you to that uncom- 
fortable  hopelefs forrow, in 
which the minds of uncon- 
verted Heathens are over- 
whelmed. 

14 For fince we firmly be- 
heve this fundamental article 
of our religion—That Jefus 


Paut’s Fir? Epijtie 


Chap. iv, 


—we may confequently affure 
ourfelves, that God will re- 
animate the duit of good 
Chriftians, and collect them 
to Jefus at the a refur- 
rection. 

Bol or we ne a divine 
authority for declaring to you 
the following doétrine That 
the Chriftians, who fhall be 
living at the time of Chrift’s 
fecond appearance, will no: 
be introduced into happinets 
before the pious dead are 
raed : 

16 for when the Lord fhal! 
defcend from heaven with 
fhout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and the fhrill pierc- 
ing clangors of a & loud trum- 
pet, the deceafed proteflors ot 
Chriftianity fhall fr be raitec 
to lite’: 

17 afterwards, fhall thofe, 


died, and role from the grave? who are then living, be con- 
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lity. T his is the peculiar glory of the Chri/tian religion. 


veyed 


The Heathens had no rational Aope of immorta- 


Hecuba, in Euri- 


pides, after deploring the lofs of Priam, of Heéor, and of her daughters, 


utters this mournful complaint, the dictate of Aopele/s defpair : 


Wor as 


there a Lope that they w ill ever fee me, or that J fhall behold them 


more.’ 


, 3 
K’ our’ &&  exerveev eae us oPInromos, 


AvTn F EMENES OUMET * obormos WOTE. 


Euripidis Trondes. ver. 487. 


Again ver. 628. the fame de/pair of futurity is exprefied : 
Ov rato, w Wai, ro Crewe, Tw xardayery’ 
Te ee yuo ovdevy tw d everou exmdes. 


¢ 


Euripides. Dorie P..15 2. 


g Sisccitne ©ev. Of God is the Jewith fuperlative. Mountains of Got 


are very high mountains. 
glory, or, fplendour. 


The glory of the Lord, Luke \. Ge is a very great 
Av&ysw vou @::v, is a very great encreafe, Colo. ii. 19. 


Auvara Te O20, very pow erful. 2Cc7. x. 4. So alfo in this place, Saa-’ 


wifyi Qecv, is a very loud trumpet, 


Chap. v. 
veyed up along with them 
into the clouds, to meet and 
join their Redeemer — in 
whofe converfe and fociety 


we fhall be happy through- 


out the endleis ages of eter- | 


nity!  : 
18 Let thefe joyful truths, 
therefore, in{pire you with 
mutual confolation. 

Cuap. v. 1 But for me, 
dear Chriftian brethren, to 
afcertain the particular time, 
and detcribe to you the ftate 
of things when this awful 
event fhall happen,is far from 
being neceflary. ) 

2 What you already are 
perfuaded of is abundantly 
fufiicient; that it will fud-: 
denly furprize the world, like 
the unexpected attack of a: 
thief in the dead of night. _ 

3 For at a time, when the: 
world is funk in fupine eafe, 
and buried in fecurity, they. 
will all at once be alarmed 
and involved in dire and to-. 
tal deftruction, fudden as the: 
pangs of child-birth, and uni-: 
verfally comprehenfive and; 
inevitable. 

4 But, my dear Fellow- 
Chriftians, your minds are 
hot, now, overwhelmed. in 
{uch gloom and obfcurity, 
that this tremendous fcene 
fhould break upon you like 
fome unlooked for contin- 
gence. 


5 A glorious fun kath 
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blefled you with its falutary 
beams—you are illuminated 
with clear unclouded light— 
your former darknefs is for 
ever difperfed and vanifhed. 
6 Let us not therefore, like 
the benighted He thens,Jum- 
ber in fupine indolence and 
careleisneis, but exercife a 
con{tant vigilance and {fo- 


| briety : 


, 7 Forthey, who fleep, court 

the gloom of night: and the 
fentualift and ‘drunkard call 
around them the fhades of 
darknets ; 

8 But let us; who enjoy the 
{plendours of the pure and 
perfect day, maintain an un- 
remitting vigilance—arraying 
ourfelves with Chriftianity and 
love, for our breaft-plate, and 
the hope of a blefled immor- 
tality for our helmet. 

g For God hath not de- 
{tined us to mifery and per- 
dition--he gracioufly defigned 
that we fhould all obtain eter- 
nal felicity by the glorious 
difpenfation of our Lord Je- 
fus Chritt, 

10 who fubmitted to death 
for our everlafting benefit, 
and to ratte all good Chri- 
ftians, to a participation of 
his happinels, who fhall either 
be deceafed, or be found 
living, at his fecond appear- 
ance, | 

11 Let thefe .animating 
truths adminifter cenfolation, 

M 2 and 
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and produce mutual edifica- 
tion and improvemient in ho- 


linefs—to the promotion of { 
which great ends you now | 


indeed convert thefe doc- 


trines. 


§—12 We moreover beg | 
funder the Chriftian difpen 


you, dear Fellow-Chriftans, 


to treat your minifters with | 
becoming refpect, who pre- 
| gifts of the Spirit by any im- 


fide over your fociety as your 


public inftruétors in Chri- f 


{tanity. 


honours, and fecure to them 


your higheft efteem and love | 


‘teft of the fevereft examiuna- 


—let mutual harmony and 
concord ever reign among 
you. | 


14. We affecttonately en- | 
treat you, deaf Chriftians, ad- ] 


monifh the irregular, confole | vice with the utmoft caution. 


the dejeéted — fuftain the | 


weak — exercife the greateft | who is the trend of human 


lenity and forbearance to- | 
jin the practice of univerfal 


wards all. 


15 Be careful that none of | 
| man, the {pirit, the foul, and 


you requite one injury with 


another—but ever ftudy to] 


promote not only your own | 
p till the fecond appearance ot 


jour Lord Jefus Chrift. 


particular happinels, but the 
univerfal good of mankind. 


16 Let the Chriftian prin- { 


ciples ever infpire you with [ cloufly invited you into. es 


Pauyus Furi Epijile 





Chap. ¥, 
17 Neglect not the duty 


}of conftant prayer to God. 


18 Let all the various blef 
{ings you enjoy, ever excite 


your fervent gratitude to hea- 


yen — thefe pious affections 
God requires you to cultivate 


fation, 
19 Don’t extinguifh the 


moma nes 
20 Don’t treat with affec- 


17 Let their facred office | ted contempt the folemn in- 


claim from you all its deferved ] 


{tructions that we publicly in- 
culcate upon you. 
21 Try all things by the 


tion: but inviolably achere 


ito that which difcovers itlelt 


to be intrinfically excellent. 
22 Shun every ipecies ot 


23 Vinally, may that God, 
happinefs, ever preferve you 
holinefs—and may your whole 
the body, be maintained in 


inviolable purity and holinefs 


24 ‘That Being, who gra- 


SIGHTS of faered } joy. ways of the gofpel,. 
: phichful 
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faithful to his promife, and fevcry one of your fociety. 


will undoubtedly confer upon 
you this diftinguifhed happi- 
ne{s. 
25 Fellow. Chriftians, we 
beg a fhare in your prayers. 
26 We alio beg our moft 
affectionate remembrance to 


27 TL adjure you in the moft 
folemn terms to read this 


| letter publickly before all the 


church, 

28 May the favour of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ever attend 
you! Amen, 
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Second Epiltle to the 


‘THESSALONIANS, 


“OM AP, I. 


i & UL. Siuvany ana 
Timothy, to the to- | 


ciety of Chriftians at ! 
Theffalonica, who believe in’ 





fection you all exprefs one 
towards another. 

4 So highly diftinguifhed 
is your conduct, that in all 
the feveral focieties of Chri- 
ftians we vifit, we boaft of 


one fupreme God, and in the ; your fteady inflexible adhe- 


divine miffion of our Lord 
Jefus Chritt. 

2 We affectionately join in 
wifhing you every felicity and 
bleffing from: the Deity, and 
from Jefus Chrift, . 

3 We efteem it, dear Fel- 
low-Chriftians, our duty ever 
to pay our moft fervent ac- 
knowledgments to heaven on 
your account — and fiych 
grateful fentiments are highly 
becoming us, when we reflect 
how firmly you are.eftablifhed 
in the truth of Chriftianity, 


and what: ardent mutual aé- 


i rence to the Chriftian doc- 


trines, notwithftanding all the 
various forrows and perfecu- 
tions, with which you have 
conflicted. 
5 What 


an illuftrious, 


what a ftriking evidence is 


this, that the infinitely wiic 
God hath deemed you worthy 
to be favoured with that fa- 
cred difpenfation, for your 
attachment to which you ever 
fupport thefe fufferings. 

6 Remember, that the ju- 
{tice of God will retaliate the 
indignities you have fuitained 

Nl 3 upon 
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upon thofe who have inflicted j our God in our prayers, that 
them, the would be pleafed to fecure 
7 and that your oppreffed | this happinefs to you, that he 
and fuffering virtue his infi-; would blefs you with the 
nite goodnefs will requite,i plenitude of his benignity, 
and recompenfe you and usftand continue the gofpel a. 
with an eternal relaxation{ mong you in all its powertul 
from all our prefent forrows, } ttriking evidences, 
in that day, when our Lord{ 12 1n order that, by the 
Jefus Chrift fhall fuddenly } bleffing of God, and of our 
defcend from heaven, attend-]| Lord Jefus Chrift, the Chri- 
ed with a fplendid magnifi- fftian religion may by you be 
cent retinue of powerful an-|dilplayed before the world jn 
gels, . all its glory, and yourfelves 
8 to punifh, ? with = 


be finally recompenfed by 
ful flames of fire, thofe, whofhim with an happy immer- 
have impioufly  difobeyed { tality. 
God, and wilfully rejected 


Cuap. il. ¢ But *as to the 
the doétrines cf our Lord} precife time in which our 
Jetus Chrift : 


Lord Jefus Chrift will appear, 
g thefe fhall be overwhelm- 


and we ! all be collected torre- 
ed and totally perifh in ever-| ther before his tribunal, we 
lafting deftruction, by the; affectionately entreat you, 
tremendous exertion of his} dear fellow-Chrittans, 
irrefiftible power inthat day:# 2 that you would not fof 
10 but the virtuous will | fer your minds to be alarmed 
then hail his return with rap-{and diftrefied, either by the 
ture, and fuch profeffors of : difcourie, or letter, of any one 
his gofpel, as you have emi-! perfon, that may pretend to 
nently approved yourfelves* have an authority from_ us, 
to be, fhall view his perfonyor even an authority from 
with ecftafies of admiration | God, to affert, that this fo- 
and tran{port ! lenin event is very fpeedily 
11 Whenever, therefore, | to happen. 
we revolve thus great evens, 3 Let it not be in the pow- 
we fervently intercede with|er of any man to lead you, 
by 


i Ey qaeye @epo, which the bef MSS. exhibit, is the true reading. 

k Yaeo Tus wapourias, concerning, «with regard to. ‘This 1s very fre- 
quently the fignification of ugg, and excellently explains the phrale, Tap 
sexpov Cxalistuvar. See note on 1 Cor. xv. 29. 

i Bxicorayeyns, a very frong and expreflive word. 
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by any methods whatever, 
into an unhappy deception in 
this important concern —for, 
before that awful tranfaction 
happens, there will be a grand 
™ apoltafy in the Chriftian 
church, and a moniter of 
wickednefs and perdition be 
nurfed in its boiom, 

4 This montter, inflated 
with arrogance, will oppoie, 
and agegrandize himfelt * a- 
bove all civil and imperial 
authority, and be itimulated 
by fuch an infatiable luft of 
ambition and dominion, that 
he will ereét a proud throne 
in the midit ot God’s temple, 
will fit in it with the pomp 
and ftate of a god, and claim 
divine honours. 

5 Don’t you remember, 
when I was among you, that 
{ indicated to you this future 
revolution in the church ? 

6 You know what it 1s 
that, at prefent, ° obftructs 
the birth of this monfter of 
iniquity —but in times that 
will prove more favourable 
to its exiftence and growth 
than the prefent, it will be 
produced. 

7 The caufes, that will 
hereafter generate this horrid 
wickednefs, are, already, fe 


m Popery. 
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cretly operating — there is 
only one obftruction which 
checks them — when that is 
removed, 

8 then that atrocious ty- 
rant fhall erect and eftablifh 
hinvfelf in full power—whom 
the Lord will, finally, con- 
fume with the breath of his 
mouth, and, at his glorious 
appearance, precipitate into 
a gult ot dreadful deftruc- 
tion. 

g This monfter at his 
coming will be attended with 
forged miracles, with ama- 
zing fictitious feats, and all 
the fraud and juggle of the 
moft diabolical impofture. 

10 By thefe wicked delu- 
five arts he will effectually 
impofe upon the profligate 
and abandoned — becaute, 
having facrificed all regards 


to true religion and eternal 


happinefs, they will become 
the dupes of his impofture. 

11 Onaccount, therefore, 
of mens flagrant wickednels 
and wilful defertion of true 
Chriftianity, God will fuffer 
this impoftor to palm his de- 
lufions upon the world, and 
to confirm them in the be- 
lief of fraud and fiction : 

12 fo that the condemna- 

M 4 tion 
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tion of all, who fhall then 
have abandoned the true re- 


ligion, and are enflaved to! 


their darling vices, wml be 
jut. 

13 But it becomes us, dear 
fellow-Chriftians, to pay our 
moft fervent acknowledg- 
ments to God en your ac- 
count, confcious, that from 
a diflinguifhed regard for 
you the Deity was graciouily 
pleafed, from the very be- 
ginning, to coniult your ever- 
lafting happinels, by com- 
municating to you the truths 
of Chriftianity, and confirm- 
ing them by the effufion of 
his Spirit. 

14 Into thefe tranfcendent 
privileges he hath invited you 
by our miniftry — in order 
that you might fecure that 


Pau’s Scesnd Epifile 
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eo % 


Chap. iil 
fpired us with eternal confo- 
lation, and the molt trant- 
porting hopes, 

17 fhed his choiceft blet- 
fings upon you, invigorate 
your minds, and confirm you 
in every virtuous principle 
and action ! | 


Chae? alk 


I | ares Chriftian bre- 
thren, we beg you 

would intercede with God in 
your prayers for us, that Chri- 
ftiamity rnay {pread, and mece 
with as favourable a recep- 
tion in the world, as it-hath 
done among you, | 
2 and that we may be pre- 
ferved from the violences ot 
the obftinate and depraved— 


glorious immortality, which} for all men have not the fame 
our Lord Jefus Chrift hath: favourable difpofiticns  to- 


promied. wards the Chriftian religion. 
15 Wherefore, my dear} 3 In the bleffed God you 


fellow-Chriftians, perfift. in; may repofe an unfhaken cen- 
your proteftion of Chrifti- ; fidence—he will confirm you 
anity, and carefully obferve | in your principles, and guard 
all the inftruétions which we | you fromevery evil, 
inculcated upon you, oe ' 4 We pleafingly affure 
‘in our difcourfes among you, ! ourfelves, that as you taith- 
or in the late epiitle we trant- ! fully obferve the Chriftian in- 
mitted to you. ftructions we inculcated upoa 
16 And may our Lordf[ you, you will ever continue 
'fefus Chrift, and God our} to obferve them. 

moft merciful parent, whof 5 And it is our fterveiit 
condefcended to make us the | prayer that your hearts may 
abjeéts of his love, and, by 4 be inflamed -with the love o. 
the gofpel-foheme, hath in-“ God, and all of you be ex 
| ” sheert 


Chap. ili. 
cited to prepare for the fe- 
cond appearance of Jefus. 

§—6 We farther adjure 
vou, fellow-Chriftians, as ever 
you value the honour of Chri- 
(tianity, to break off all in- 
cercourfe’ with any perfon, 

whofe behaviour 1s ‘irregular, 
and who affects to treat with 
contempt the airections we 
have enjoined. ~~ 

7 We can appeal to ee 
how worthy our condué 
wile among you, 
your imitation—you are con- 
icious it was regular and ir- 
veproachable. 

8 We did not eso iea 
fupine indolence, and anes 
on the fruits of any one per- 
jon’s induftry—but, with in- 
defatigable diligence and afii- 
duity, chearfully worked, day 
and nignt, that we might not 


de burdeniome to any of 


vou. 
9 Not as if we had no au- 
thority to claim a reafonable 
maintenance for our minitte- 
rial labours— but we did this 
iolely to exhibit before you 
our own conduct as a faithful 
model for your imitation. 

ro It was a maxim, you 
isnow, with us, when we were 
among. you, That if a perfon 
were too flothful to work, he 
ought not to be relieved. 

tr But, notwithftanding 
‘our r cpeated adimonitions, we 
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have fince been informed, 
that there-are certain perfons 
among you guilty of fcanda- 
lous irregularities, who are 
funk in floth and indolence, 
and officioufly employed in 
the concerns of other peo- 
ple. 

12 Such unhappy perfons 
we implore and conjure by 
all the facred ties of the gof- 
pel, that they would {tudy 
the general harmony and 
peace, and, by the dint of 
honeft induftry, make a cre- 
ditable provifion for them- 
fejves. 

i3°-but, fallowe bniftians: 
be ye ever unweariedly em- 
ployed in doing good. 

i4 Should any perfon re- 
fufe to comply with the ad- 
monitions we have inculcated 
in this letter, brand him with 
deferved infamy, and main- 
tain not the leaft focial inter- 
courfe with him; that his 
public diferace may fill him 
with fhame and remorfe. 

15 ‘Treat him not, how- 
ever, as your enemy— affec- 
tionately admonifh him as 
your Chriftian brother. 

16.May God, the great 
munificent donor of happi- 
nefs, ever blefs you with uni- 
verfal felicity in all your con- 
cerns —- May the bleffing or 
the Almighty. ever. attend 
you all, 
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17 ® 1 Paut fend you my 
moft affectionate falutations 
in this particular manner— 
a form, by which I choofe to 
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diftinguifh all my letters. 

18 May the favour of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ever attend 
you all! Amen, 


e 


PAUL’s Firft Epiftle to Timoruy, 


Cie. 1. 


I Paul, whom God, the 
original Author of our 
redemption hath ap- 

pointed to propagate ‘the 

doctrines of Jefus, in whom 
we confide, 

2 fincerely wifh to Timo- 
thy, my beloved Chriftian 
eonvert, every favour, blef- 
fing, and felicity from the 
Deity our common Parent, 
and from Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. 

3 When f quitted you to 
travel into Macedonia, J de- 
fired you to continue at E;phe- 
fus, in order that you might 
prevent certain perfons trom 
ipreading doctrines contrary 
to thofe which I inculcated ; 

4 and that you might re- 
prove them for their bigoted 
attachment to a fabulous pe- 
dieree, and to an obfcure and 
infinite line of anceftry—to- 


P The Apofle’s 


Amanucnits wrote 
aimfelf, 


pcs, more productive of fu- 
rious altercation and animo- 
fity than of divine improve- 
ment in Chriftianity. 

5 For the great end and 
defion of the Chriftian reli- 
gion 1s benevolence, flowing 
trom a virtuous botom, from 
a good confcience, and from 
fincere undiflembled  pro- 
bity. 

6 To which princyples cer- 
tain perfons being utter {tran- 
gers, have, by a ftrange per- 
verfion, enttrely devoted 
themfelves to the ftudy of 
vain and viffonary fubtilties : 

+ defirous indeed to erect 
themfelves into fupreme ftan- 
dards and oracles in the law, 
but neither thoroughly know- 
ing the things they affirm, 
nor underftanding fome cer- 
tain opinions they fo confi- 
dently affert. 

8 ‘The mofaic law, I allow, 
is moft excellent, if a perfon 

make 


as far as this verfe, the reft he wrote 
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make its moral injunctions f both of its nature and of its 


the rules of his conduct. 

For it was confeffedly 
inftituted, not for the fake of 
the virtuous, but to curb and 

unifh the irregular and dif- 
orderly, the profane and pro- 
fligate, the unholy and de- 
praved, the parricide and 
murderer, 

10 the adulterer, the fodo- 
rite, the maker of flaves, the 
war, the peryured — It was 
enacted to reftrain every other 
vice alfo, which is prohibited 
in that pure and perfect fy- 
item of religion and morals, 

rx which is contained in 
the glorious difpenfation of 
the blefled God— the publi- 
cation of whole joyful truths 
is intrufted to me. 

12 For this confummate 
dignity and honour I am in- 
debted to Chrift Jefus our 
jLord, who deigned to qua- 
hty me for this important 
office, and judged I would 
be faithful in the minitterial 
difcharge of it: 

12 1, who, before my con- 
viction of the truth of Chri- 
itianity, was ufed to afperfe it 
with every contumely, to 
periecute its profeffors, and 
to make them the objects of 
every wanton infult and in- 
dignitvy—But God was plea- 
fed moft mercifully to pity 
me—for thefe violences pro- 
ceeded from my ignorance 


evidences. 

14. But I ftand a monu- 
ment of the immenfe and ex- 
uberant benignity and love 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

15 Great is the credibility 
of the Chriftian {cheme, and 
highly worthy the reception 
of mankind is the doétrine, 
That Jefus Chrift was fent in- 
to the world to reclaim and 
fave profligate and depraved 
finners—ot his compaffion to 
{uch Iam the fi? diftinguifh- 
ed inf{tance. 

16 It was for this that I 
became a fignal teftimony of 
the divine commiferation, in 
order that Chrift Jefus might 


}difplay on me the firff of 


mankind the fulnefs of his 
clemency and philanthropy— 
that I might ferve as an illu- 
ftrious exemplar to all in fu- 
ture ages, who fhould em- 
brace the Chriftian religion 
in hope of eternal life. 

17 To the great Governor, 
therefore, who hath arranged 
all his difpentations in pertect 
order, to the immortal, the 
invifible, the one fole fupreme 
all-wife God, be afcribed al! 
honour and glory throughout 
all the revolving ages of eter- 
nity! Amen. 

§—18 I veave with you, 
my dear Timothy, the fol- 
lowing admonitions, which 
are agreeable to the public 

, | exhor- 
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exhortations you have already 
received—in order that you 
may acquit yourfelf with ho- 
nour in the Chnftian war- 
fare, 

1g ferving uncer the ban- 
ners of Jefus with fidelity 
and a good confcience — prin- 
ciples, which fome perfons 
by totally rejecting have made 
dreadful fhipwreck of Chri- 
itianity. 

20 Among whom are Hy- 
menzus and Alexander,whom 
T have ejected out of the Chri- 
ftian church, that they may 
learn, for the future, not to 
revile and calumniate the 
Chriftian doctrines. 

CHa. a, 
1 WN the First place then, 

I I enjoin that 4 prayers, 
fupplications,interceffions,and 
fervent addrefles be preferred 
to heaven for all mankind : 

2 particularly, for kings, 
and for all illuftrious and dig- 
nified perfonages — that our 
Jives may pafs fecure and un- 
molefted in the free and happy 
exercife of piety and every 
virtue. 
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3 Such an amiable and be- 
nevolent difpofition as this, 1s 
highly plealing to God, the 
orginal author of our falva- 
TION 5 

4. who is defirous that all 
his rational creatures thould 
be everlaftingly happy, and 
attain the knowledge of true 


religion 
5 For there is only one 
fupreme God — and there 


is only ons Mediator between 
God and man, Jefus Chriff, 
who affumed human nature: 

6 who defcended from hea- 
ven to confult the univerfal 
happinefs of all mankind, dif 
playing in the times he lived 
the moft illuftrious evidences 
of his divine miffion: 

7 To publifh and .propa- 
gate whole. doctrines in ‘the 
world I was conttituted ‘af 
apottle—and particularly de- 
legated, I folemnly appeal to 
Chrift for my veracity; to in- 
ftruct the Heathens in the 
foundation and truth of this 
religion. 2 

§ I would, therefore, have 
all men, in every place, per- 
form the great duty of prayer, 
lifting up holy hands:to hea- 

ven, 
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ciAgs ev y%e 
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ven, and utterly divefted, in 
that facred employment, of 
all paffion and animofity, 

§—g Moreover, lenjoin 
that Ae fair fex fhould go 
in decent apparel and adorn 
themfelves with modefty and 
virtue—and not be /o foli- 
citous to embellifh their per- 
fons with expenfive orna- 
ments, with gold, with platted 
hair, or with jewels, 

10 as to decorate them- 
felves with the charms of be- 
neficence and goodnefs ’ — 
habits which but become wo- 
men profetling devotedneis to 
God. 
~ 1 Let women learn the 
Chriftian doctrines in pro- 
found filence and fubmifiion. 
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2 For! allow not the wo- 
man to deliver public inftruc- 
tion, and ‘to ufurp: an arbi- 
trary authority over the man, 
but to maintain “a profound 
filence.¢, - f 

2 ‘For Adam was called 
into exiftence before Eve.. 

14 Adam, too, was not de- 
luded —it was the womans 
that gave into the deception, 
and tranfereffed the divine 
command. | 

15 But tet the. woman af- 
fure herfelf, that if the invio- 
lably maintain her fidelity, her 
love, her ‘purity, her virtue, 
God will blefs her,. and -mer- 
cifully preferve her through 
the time of child. birth, va 


CHAR, 


s ft is agreeable to read the fentimcnts of the wife antibits on this fub- 
ject. The Chaldean philoiophers prohibited all fantaftic ornaments and 


the wearing of gold. 
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FE affured that he, wh 


is defirous to pertorm 
the duty of a minifter of the 
eofpel, 1s defirous to difcharge 
avery tfeful and honourable 
function. 

2 A minifter of the gofpel 

bucht to poilefs an irreproach- 
able character, to be faithful 
and affe€tionate to one con- 
fort, to be a perion of di- 
finguifhed fobnety, teniper- 
ance, reculatity, hofpicality, 
and to poffels happy talents 
for communicating inftruc- 
tion: TY: 
2 not fond of wine, of 
contention, and of fordid lu- 
cre—but a perfon of a mild, 
inoffenlive, difintereited dif- 
pofiticn : 

4 maintaining a propel 
government over his own 
tarnily, and forming his chil- 
dren into a becoming fubmil- 
{ion and deference to his au- 
thority: 

s For if a perfon cannot 
denn proper decorum in 
his own " tamily, how 1s it 
poflible he fhould ever fu- 
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perintend a Chriftian  fo- 
ciety ! 

6 He ought not to be 
fome raw uninftruéked up- 
fLars—leit being inflated witi: 
pride and infolence he expote 
himielf to the cenfures of 
thofe who calummniate tlre 
Chrittian rehgion. 

7 He ought to be a perfon, 
whofe ainiable virtuous cha- 
racter is attefted by uncon- 
verted Heatbens—teft, other- 
wife, he fhould give too much 
occafion for the fatire and re- 
proaches of the enemies of 
Chrifbanity. 

§—S THe deacons, alfo, 
mult be perfons of venerable 
characters, not guilty of in- 
confiftency and duplicity of 
conduét, not addicted to wine. 
not of a mercenary difpofi- 
tion : 

g profeffing and maintain- 
irig the doctrines of the new 
diipenfation with virtuons fin- 


cerity, and rectitude of heart. 


10 Let the moral charac- 
ters of thefe, too, be accu- 
tately fcrutinized, and if found 
irreproachable, let them, then, 
difcharge the duties of the 
diaconate. 

11 The wives of thefe, 

alfo, 
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alfo, ought to poffeis virtuous 
and reipectable characters, 
not fond of “ fcandal, but 
perfons of diftinguithed pru- 
dence and fidelity. 

12 Let the deacons be the 
faithful and affectionate hul- 
bands of one confort, prefer- 


fo 


ving 2 proper authority over | 


their children, and maintain- 
ing excellent order and de- 
corum in their families. 

13 For they, who have ap- 
proved their fidelity in the 
difcharge of the functions of 
the diaconate, make an happy 
*advance towards the fuperior 
office of the Chriftian miniftry, 
and eftablifh a diftinguifhed 
character for their virtuous 
and inviolable attachment to 
the Chriftian caufe. 

§—14 1 senp you thefe 
directions in writing, but hope 
oon to have an opportunity 
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of converfing with you in per- 
fon. 

15 But fhould any event 
retard my intended journey, 
thefe directions will ferve you 
as a faithful rule, and fhow 
you in what manner you are 
to conduct yourfelf, as a ¥ pil- 
lar and ftandard of true reli- 
gion, at the head of that div 
vine farnily you fuperintend— 
{i mean, the church of *the 
living God. - OE 

16 Aftonifhing, undoubt- 
edly beyond all expreffion, 
is the plan and execution of 
this-new difpenfation of reli- 
gion !—A * divine meffenger 
appeared in the human’ na- 
ture | his miffion was attefted 
by the vifible effufton of the 
Spirit ! exhibited himnfelf alive, 
after his refurrection, to the 
* apoitles! his doctrines ‘pub- 
Iifhed among the Heathens ! 

"met 
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mefengers, meaning the Apoftles. Some here read as- 


£76 PAUL’ 
met with a favourabie recep- 
tiori among mankind ! were 
every where attended with 
the moft glorious demonftra- 
tions of their truth and divi- 
nity ! 


CiiLAP. IN 
1 HUT from this divine 

’ religion, great num- 
bers, the Spirit of God ex- 
prefsly affures us, will in 
jubfequent ages apoftatize, 
eagerly embracing the celu- 
fions of impoftors, and doc- 
trines concerning departed 
fpirits °, 

2 being duped by the 
frauds and diflimulation of 
falfe teachers, who have a- 
bandoned all fenfe of ¢on- 
{cience and virtue : 

3 forbidding marriage un- 
der the ftrongett prohibitions, 
and enjoining abftinence trom 
fome kinds of food, the free 
ufe of which God hath in- 
difcriminately permitted to 
all Chriftians, and allowed 
them to participate . with 
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grateful acknowledgments to 
him. i 

4 For every thing that 
God hath formed is good, 
and none of his bounties are 
to be {fcrupuloufly rejected 
by us, but to be freely ufed 
with pious acknowledgment 
to their original donor: 

5 tor Chriftianity and a 
grateful difpofitron, render 
every {pecies of food equally 
innocent. 

6 Thefe trutns if you in- 
culcate upon the Chriftian 
fociety, you will approve your- 
felf a worthy miniter of the 
gofpel — into the principles 
arid excellent doctrines of 
which you have been care- 
fully initiated. | 

7 The profane ftories and 
idle dreams of the heathen 
‘mythology reject with con- 
tempt — and exercife your 
mind in the duties of holt- 
nefs: , 

8 for the exercife of the 
body is comparatively but of 
{mall avail: but holinefs is 
of univerlal unity, and tmiles 
with a propitious afpect both 

on 
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on the interefts of time and 
ot eternity : a 

g A fundamental truth 
this, which may be confided 


in—and juftly merits univet- | 


fal reception. 


10 For by the facred ener- | 
‘this conduét you will both fe- 


ey of this one great princi- 


ple, we fuftain the perfecu- | 
tion and abufive treatment of | 
the world — repofing an un- | 
fhaken affiance in the living | 
God, who difpenfes happi- | 


nefs indeed to all mankind, 


but ina diitinguifhed manner} ae 
a O not reprove your 


to the virtuous Chriftian. 


11 Thefe truths do yout 
urge and conftantly incul- | 
iwith deference as a parent— 
jtreat the young as brethren : 


cate. | 
§—i2 GrveE no one any 


caufe to expofe your youth | 


to corntempr—but exhibic a 
pattern to Chriftians in your 
converfation, in your morals, 


in Denevolence, in fidelity, in | 


chaftity: | 

13 During my _ abfence 
from you, feduloufly apply 
yourlelf to reading, to exhor- 
tation, to inftruction. 

14 Negleét not the culture 


and impfovement of thofe | | 
indifpenfable duty of. filial 


fpiritual gifts which were 
conferred upon you by a pro- 


phetic impulfe, and with im- [ 
‘able in itfelf, and acceptable 


pofition of hands by the fe- 

nior Chriftians. | 

_ 15 Meditate on thefe great 

truths —devote yourfelf folely 

to the ftudy of them, that 

your proficiency may be uni- 
Vor, IL. 


po Tarte Orr ney 
| verfally apparent to all around 


freally in defticute and indi- 
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you. | 
16 Maintain a conftant 
vigilance over your conduct 
and your in{tructions.— Let 
the ducies of your function 
occupy all your powers——By 


cure the. everlafting felicity 
of yourfelf and of your au- 
dience. 


CH APS Vi: 


feniors in a magifte- 
rial manner — addrels them 


2 the aged matron, as a 
mother; the young of that 
fex, as fifters — ever prefer- 


jving an inviolate purity of 


mannelis. 

3 Allow a fuitable main- 
tenance to widows, that are 
gent circumitances. ; 
.. 4 But if any widow have 
children of grand-children, 
lec thefe learn the incumbent, 


piety, and make grateful re- 


turns-—this is a conduct ami- 


to Gad. | 

5 She, who in reality is 4 
widow, and in forlorn anc 
defolate circumitances, repo- 
fes a fubmiffive confidence in 


N God, 
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God, and {pends the might 
and day in the facred exer- 
cifes of devotion and piety : 

6 But the life of her, who 
is funk in voluptuoufnefs, 
ought rather to be ftiled 4 
death than life. 

7 ‘Thefe precepts do you 
ftrenuoufly urge and incul- 
cate—in order that the lives 
and characters of Chriftians 
may be irreproachable. 

8 But if any profeflor of 
the gofpel make no provifion 
for his relations, and efpe- 
cially for his own family, he 
hath abjured Chriftianity, and 
13 more abandoned in his 
principles than an unconvert- 
ed Heathen. 

g Let the following quah- 
fications be required in admit- 
ting widows upon the church 
lift — Age, not inferior to 
fxty—hath been the confort 
of one hufband : 

10 her moral character 
wellsattefted, for the educa- 
tion of her children, for her 
hofpitality, for her kind re- 
ception and entertainment of 
Chriftians, for her charity to 
perfons in diftrefs, and for 
her fincere attachment to the 
intere{ts of univertal virtue. 

11 But admit not young 
widows to a fhare of the 
ehurch’s fund — for when 


Paurs Lif Epifile 


Chap. v: 
they have received this cha- 
ritable exhibition, they wall 
marry again, 

12 and, to their everlatt- 
ine difhonour and reproach, 
will not hefitate to abandon 
their former religious prin- 
ciples. 

13 Befides, they would, 
from this maintenance of the 
church, contract habits of 
indolence, and ramble about 
in an idle reftlefs manner from 
one houfe to another — and 
not only habits of idlenefs, 
but of impertinence, flander, 
and defamation. 

14 Let not, therefore, 
young widows be reftrained 
from marrying again — let 
them devote themfelves to 
the proper education of their 


children—let them regulate 


their domeftic concerns witly 
propriety—and let them be 
ever cautious they give not 
the adverfarics of our religion 
any juft grounds for fatyr and 
calumny : 

15 tor by thefe reftraints 
fome widows have already 
renoanced the Chriftian rele 
gion, and relapfed into hea- 


thenifm. 


16 If any children, of ei- 
ther fex, have very near re- 
lations that are widows, let 
them provide for their fup- 

port, 
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(Chap. t. to 
port, and let not the church 
be burdened and prevented 
trom giving affiftance to fuch 
widows, who are, really, in 
deftitute and neceffitous cir- 
cumftances. 

§—17 Let the fenior Chri- 
{tians, who pede with ho- 
hour over the fociety, be 
deemed worthy to enjoy a° 
double ftipend —. efpecially 
thofe of them, who are inde- 
tatigably engaged in public 
exhortation and inftruction. 
18 For the fcripture faith: 
*¢ Thou fhalt not muzzle the 
mouth of the ox, while he is 
employed in thrething out the 
corn’—-and moreover aflerts, 
*¢ That the faithful labourer 
is entitled to his reward.” 

19 Don’t give ear to any 
afperfions on the character of 
a fenior Chriftian — unlefs 
confirmed by the united te- 
{timony of two or three per- 
fons, 

20 But thofe of them; who 
are found ouilty of any irre- 
gularity, reprehend before the 
whole fociety, to intirhidate 
others. 

21 I moft folemnly adjure 
you in the pretence of God, 
and of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and the bleffed angels, ftrict- 
ly to comply with thefe direc- 
tions, and to act without any 
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prejudice or partiality for any 
perfon whatever. 

22 Be cautious you do not 
inconfiderately ordain any one 
to the fuperior offices in the 
church by impofition of hands 
—Do not you alfo affociate 
with others in any thing cri- 
minal—Ever maintain an in- 
violate puricy and fancity of 
manners. 

23 For the future leave off 
drinking water, and ufe a lit- 
tle wine for your bad dige- 
{tion, and thofe indifpofi- 
tions, by which you are fo 
frequently attacked. 

24. The vices of fome per- 
fons are notorious, and pre- 
vioufly expoife themfelves to 
the open cenfure of the world 
—the vices of others, being 
more latent and diffembled, 
are not detected for fome 
time : 

25 in /ike manner, the vir- 
tues of men difplay them- 
felves to the world: nor is it 
poffible for vice to fcreen it- 
felf long from the knowledge 
of mankind, : 


CHAP. VI. 
ET all the Chriftian 


flaves, who are ina 
{tate of fervitude, treat their 
N 2 lords 


That tiuy fignifies alloavance, maintenance, flipend: 
Confult alfo Marth. xv. 45 5, 6. Mark vii. 9 ~ 53. 
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lords with the greateft fub- 
miffion and deference, that 
the profeffion and doétrine of 
the Chriftian religion may in- 
cur no reproach. 

2 And let thofe flaves, 
whofe mafters have embraced 
the gofpel, not behave to 
them with difrefpect and con- 
tempt, merely becaufe they 
are, now, Chriftian brethren : 
but rather let them, on that 
account, ferve them with the 
greater fidelity and obfequi- 
oufnefs, becaufe thofe, who 
reap the benefits of their fer- 
vice, are united to them in 
the bonds of religion ard af- 
fection—Thefe injunctions do 
you urge and inculcate. 

3 If any perien advance 
tenets contrary to thefe, and 
affect a difregard for the fa- 
lutary inftruétions of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and for 
that religion, which 1s folely 
calculated to promote piety 
and holinefs of life, 

4 he is inflated with pride, 
is a perfect ftranger to the 
defien of the gofpel, and his 
mind is diftempered with idle 
fubtiltics and frivolous con- 
troverfies, which are the pa- 


We a be Firft Epijlle 


Chap. vi. 
rent of animofities, quarrels, 
calumnies, and malignant 
fufpicions. 

5 Hence arife too the ufe- 
lefs fpeculations of perverfe. 
and depraved minds, the wil- 
ful deipifers of truth, who. 
think religion of no value; 
but as it promotes their for- 
did intereft—perfons of fuch 
abandoned principles do you 
fhun with the utmoft horror. 

6 Burt the greateft of ali 
oy is religion in c 
mind ‘ felf-fufficient for its 
happinefs. 

7 For we brought nothing 
with us tnto this world, and 
nothing with us can we carry 
out of it. 

8 If we therefore & have 
but food and raiment, ler us 
be contented. 

g For they, who gratp 
at riches, neceffarily expoie 
themfelves to many tempta- 
tions and {nares, and contract 
defires and habits abfurd as 
well as pernicious, and whicl: 
are fure to precipitate mei: 
intoa gulf of the moft fata! 
perdition. 

10 Forthe luft of gold is 
the parent of the molt de- 
ftructive 
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Chap. vi. 
ftructive evils in human life ® 
—-A¢Ctuated by this infatiable 
paffion, fome have abjured 
the Chriftian religion, and |! 
transfixed themielves with 
multiplied and excruciating 
miferies. | 

tr But do you, O Chri- 
{tian miniter, fly thefe pur- 
fujts! and affiduoufly culti: 
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vate juftice, piety, fidelity, 
benevolence, patience, lenity. 
12 Serve with honour ani 
fidelity under the Chrifties 
banners—Exert every ners 
to fecure the prize of immor 
tality, to the bleffednefs oi 
which you have been invited 
by the gofpel, and your firm 
perfuafion of which you have 
N 2 folemnly 
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folemnly declared before ma- 
ny witneiles. 

13 I adiure you, in the 
prefence ot God, the fole 
Donor of life to all beings, 
and of Jefus Chrift, who he- 
fore Pontius Pilate ‘made that 
excellent * profeftion, 

14 ftrictly to obferve the 
dire€tions I have given, and 
to maintain an inviolate irre- 
proachable conduct ’till the 
glorious advent of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift ; 

15 which illuftrious event, 
in its appointed feafon, will 
be difplayed by the bleffed 
and fupreme Governor of 
univerfal nature, the ! king 
of kings and lord of lords : 

16 lie fole Being, who is 
effentially endowed with im- 
mortality, who dwells in light 
inaccefible, whom no mor- 
tal hath feen, or could fuftain 
to fee—to him be honour and 
dominion through all the 
revolving ages of eternity ! 
f\men, 

§—17 CHarce the opu- 
Jent not to be elated with 
their fuperior riches, or to 
repofe their confidence in pof- 


k Namely, 
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Epilile, &c. Chap. vi. 
fefMfions fo fugitive and tran- 
fitory—but to make the li- 
ving God the great object of 
their truit, whofe liberal hand 
inceffantly difpenfes to us, all 
our enjoyments, 

1§ Charge them to do 
good ; to be rich in acts of 
beneficence; to be ™ liberal 
in their diftributions ; and tc 
communicate happinefs  a- 
round them : 

19 By this ule of their 
wealth they will accumulate 
an inexhauftible fund of hap- 
pinets ina future ftate, and 
iecure a blefied immortality. 

20 © Timothy! adhere 
to the rules I have now faith- 
fully exhibited before you—- 
and cautioufly fhun thole pro- 
fane and ufelefs fpeculations, 
and thofe cavils and difputa- 
tions of a falfe and {spurious 
{cience, 

21 in which fome who pro- 
fefs themfelves to be great 
adepts, have efpoufed the 
moft erroneous fentiments. 
concerning, Chriftianity -- May 
the divine favour ever attend 
you! Amen. 
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PAUL?’s Second Epiftle to TImMorny. 
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I AUL, confticuted 
by the will of God 
an apoftle of Jefus 


Chrift, and a minifter of that 
divine religion which pro- 
mifes eternal life to its vo- 
taries, 

2 moft affectionately wifhes 
to Timothy, his beloved con- 
vert, every favour, mercy, and 
telicity, from God the fu- 
preme Parent, and from Je- 
lus Chrift our ford, 

3 I pay my ardent grati- 
tude to that God, whom all 
my ancef{tors have ever con- 
fcientioufly worfhipped, and 
who is witnefs of the fervour 
of my inceffant prayers for 
you night and day. 
~ 4 IT am anxioufiy defirous 
to fee you— the fieht would 
fill me with tranfport—! here 
reflect on the tears and {for- 
rows you indulge. 

5 Here I review with con- 


{cious joy your undiffembled | 


attachment to the Chriftian 
religion, for which your 
grandmother Lois firft, and 


" AvaGwaupev. 


, your mother Eunice were di- 


{tinguifhed—and of your own 
fincerity I have the moft un- 
doubted perfuafion. 

6 On which account fuffer 
me repeatedly to exhort you 
to ® re-kindle and re-invigo- 
rate thofe {piritual powers, 
which were conferred upon 
you by the impofition of my 
hands : 

7 for God hath not infu- 
fed into us a fpirit of dejec- 
tion and timidity, but of for- 
titude, of benevolence, and 
of felf-government. 

8 Be not, therefore, afha- 
med of folemnly attefting thy 
conviction of the truth of the 
Chriftian religion — nor do 
you appear afhamed of me, 
who am now in fetters for 
my perfuafion of its veracity 
— but do you fubmirt, alfo, 
to any fufferings for that gof- 
pel, whofe truth hath been 
confirmed and fealed by the 
power of God— 

g of God, who hath gra- 
cioufly interpofed for our 
happinefs, and hath bleffed 
us with a divine {fcheme of 

N 4 reli- 


For the illuftration of this word and paffage I re. 
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religion—not induced by our 
virtues, but in confequence of 
that benevolent plan, which, 
long before the order of his 
difpenfations commenced, he 
defigned fhould. be. Beccuted 
by Jetus Chrift : 

-10 which divine fcheme he 
hath in the prefent age moft 
glorioufly difplayed by the 
illuftrious advent of our Re- 
deemer Jefug Chrift, who 
hath abolifhed death, and 
hath, by his gofpel, ° shed 
the moft clear and facred 
light on the doctrine of im- 
mortality. 

11 To proclajm this glo- 
rious difpenfation among 
mankind I was conftituted 
an apoftle and herald — and 
was, In a particular manner, 
appointed to in{truct the Hea- 
ras Hae 

12 And it is for my fide- 
lity in the ditcharge of this 
function that I futtain thefe 
fufferings — but I am not a- 
fhamed of them — for I am 
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Chap. }. 
convinced of the divine au- 
thority of him, whofe doc- 
trines I have embraced, and 
am perfuac led he is able to 
preferve in the world, ull his 
future coming, that facred P 
depofit, with which he hath 
entrufted me. 

13 Inviolably adhere to 
that model of falutary inftruc- 
tions, which, as a fincere af- 
fectionate profeffor of the 
gofpel, I have faithfully ex- 
hibited before you. | 

14 Guard with the utmot: 
care that facred depofit,. thro’ 
the affiftance of the holy. Sp:- 
rit, who refideth in us. 

15 You need not be 
formed how all the Chrittians 
in Afia Minor have abanden- 
ed me —- in which defertion 
Phygellus and TIermogenes 
are the moft diflinouifhed: 

16 May God beftow a 
fignal blefling upon the fa- 
mily of Onefiphorus—for he 
hath very often infufed inte 
me the moft loothing confo- 
lation, 
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Chap. il. 
jation, and never appeared 
alhamed of my fetters : 

17 but, upon his arrival 
in Rome, made very diligent 
enguiries after me, till he 
found me. 

18 May the Lord diftin- 
guith him with his bleffings at 
the final day of future retri- 
bution— You remember the 
many friendly offices he did 
me in Epheius. 

CHAP. 
fore, my beloved convert, 
exert yourlelf with vigour 
in propagating the Chriftian 
dilpentation. 

2 And thofe truths, which 
} have imparted to you, and 
which have been attefted by 
fuch a variety of witneffes, do 
you commit to the fidelity of 
perfons of approved charac- 
ters, properly qualified to 
communicate thern to the 
world. 

3 And do you with forti- 
tude fuftain all the fhock of 
human evils, as a faithful 
combatant under the ftandard 
ot Jefus Chrifk. 

4 Every perfon in a mili- 
tary capacity difembaraffes 
himfelf trom all fecular oc- 
cupations, in order that he 
indy entirely devote himfelf 
to acquire the approbation of 
his general, 

is ” And he, who contends 
1a the Grecian games, fecures 
not the crown, unlefs he 
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ii. 1 Do you, meres 


13g 
ftrictly conforms to the rules 
prefcribed. 

6 An hufbandman mutt 
fuftain a great deal of toil and 
drudgery | before he reaps the 
profits of agriculture. 

7 Serioufly revolve what I 
fay — for it ig my ardent 
prayer that God would en- 
dow you with intelligence and 
judgment in all thefe import- 
ant concerns. 

§ Ever remember, that, 
according to the joyful dil- 
pentfation 1 have proclaimed 
among men, Jefus the Mef- 
fiah, a defcendant: from -Da- 
vid, was railed from-the dead: 
to immortality. 

g For the publication of 
which divine fcheme of reli- 
gion I have fupported every 
mifery, and am now under 
confinement, as a malefactor 
—but the revelation of God 
is not confined! 

10 and it is the confciouf- 
nefs of this pleafing truth, that 
prompts me to fuftain every 
indignity and difgrace, to con- 
firm the Chriftians in their 
principles, in order that they 
may finally fecure that blefied 
and glorious immorrality,. 
which the gofpel of Jelus 
Chrift promifeth. 

ri This great truth may 
be relied upon: Ir we die in 
his: principles, we fhall live in 
his glory: 

12 1f we fuffer in his caufe, 
we 
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we fhall reign with hin in his 
kingdom — if we renounce 
his religion, he will renounce 
us: 

13 If we difbelieve it, our 
difbelief doth not affect its in- 
trinfic credibilicy—he cannot 
retract and annul the evi- 
dences he hath already exhi- 
bited in confirmation of it. 

14 See that you repeatedly 
fugeeft and inculcate thele 
truths — folemnly conjuring 
mien, in the prefence of God, 
not to indulge the rage of ca- 
vil and controverly, which 
are productive of no. utility, 
and only tend to pervert and 
confound thofe who are pre- 
Jent on thefe unhappy occa- 
fions. 

15 Make it thy fole ftudy 
to recommend thyfelf to the 
divine approbation, as a la- 
borious paftor of an trre- 
proachable conduat, and as a 
judicious and {kilful adept in 
the doctrines of divine truth. 

16 But cautioufly fhun the 
profane jargon of ufelefs fub- 


tilties, and vifionary {pecula- 


tions, which have a tendency 
to fink men gradually into the 
depths of impiety. 

17 The difcourfes of fuch, 
like a gangrene, will infen- 
fibly eat away all religion— 
ior thefe profligate principles 
the moft diftinguifhed are 
Hymenazus and Philetus, 

13 who have adopted the 
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moft erroneous fentiments— 
afferting that the relurrection 
of men hath a/ready taken 
place — and have weakened 
and fubverted the religious 
principles of fome : 

19 This great fundamental 
doétrine, however, of a future 
refurrection can never be in- 
validated—its folid bafis can 
never be fhaken—-the great 
God hath ftamped it with his 
fignet, and given his fanction 
to thofe whom he commil- 
fionedto publifh itc—Let every 
one, therefore, who is a pro- 
feffor of the Chriftian relt- 
sion, abandon every vicious 
purluit. 

20 But this naeee event 
cannot be expected univer fally 
to take place among Chri- 
ftians—for in a large and il- 
luftrious family there are a 
variety of veffels, fome of gold 
and filver, tome of wood and 
fhell ; (ome of immenfe, fome 
of very mean, value. 

21 But if a perfon tho- 
roughly corrects and reforms 
his vices, he will become an 
honourable and felect inftru- 
ment in the hands of his di- 
vine mafter, adapted, in the 
moft ufeful manner, to pro- 
mote his interefts, and {fub- 
fervient to every excellent de- 
fign. : 

22 Fly thofe vices, to 
which youth is moft addicted ; 

and feduloufly cultivate, with 
al 


Chap. il. 
all fincere and virtuous Chri- 
ftians, the habits of juftice, 
of fideliry, of love, and of 
univerfal concord. 

23 Reject all foclifh and 
unintelligible fpeculations— 
confcious, that they only ge- 
nerate furious rage and ani- 
miofities : 


24 But the minifters of : 


Jefus ought not to litigate 
and quarrel, but ought ever 
to fhow, towards all men of 


all parties, a difpofition mild | 


and amiable, communicative 
of inftruction, and which no 
injuries can ruffle : 

26 with the greateft lenity 
and candour inftructing thofe 
who oppefe the Chriftian re- 
ligion —in order, fhould it 
pleafe God, that they may re- 


pent of their errors, and ac- 


Knowledge the truth, — 

26 and, 4% difpelling from 
their minds the intoxicating 
fumes of heathenifm, may ex- 
tricate themfelves from the 
fnare of falfe religion—being 
refcued, by his means, from 
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deftruction, to perform the 
will of God. > | 


CHAP. II. 
I EB affured of this, that 
4» in the laft ages there 
will happen the moft wretched 
and profligate times : 
2 for men will be felf-in- 


teretted, avaricious, arrogant, 


fupercilious, devoid of all 
filial piety, of gratitude, of 
virtue : 

3 divefted of all parental 
tendernefs, violators of the 
moft folemn covenants, au- 
thors of every calumny, in- 
temperate, inexorable, aban- 
doned to all fenfe of good- 
nefs : 

4 perfidious, prefumptuous, 
inflated with infolence, vota- 
ries of fenfual pleafure, and 
not the votaries of God: 

5 retaining an exterior fem+ 
blance of piety, but ftrangers 
to its inward power—Avoid 
fuch with the utmoft horror. 
6 There 
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6 There are fome of thefe 
profligate and abandoned 


wretches, who clandeftinely 
infinuate themfelves into fa- 
milies, and infti] the poifon 
of their principles into filly 
women of the moft depraved 
characters, flaves to every fen- 
{ual indulgence , 

7 liftening, indeed, with 
avidity to every thing that is 
communicated to them, but 
morally incapable of ever at- 
taining to a clear knowledge 
of truth and virtue. 

8 With the fame invincible 
obitinacy that Jannes and 
Jambres oppofed Mofes, do 
they oppofe true religion— 
men, with regard to their mo- 
rails, enormoutly corrupt, with 
regard to Chriftianity, to the 
lait degree undifcerning and 
injudicious. 

g But they fhall proceed 
no farther in this wicked ca- 
reer—the folly of the/e fhall 
be fully expofed to the world, 
as that of theirs was formerly. 

10 But you are intimately 
acquainted with my doctrine, 
with my conduct, with my 
defigns, with my fidelity, my 
equanimity, rny benevolence, 
my patience ; 

11 with all the perfecutions 
and fufferings, in which I was 
savolved at Antioch, Iconium, 
y_vitra— You know the whole 
xiutory of my forrows and 
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fufferings—from which God 
hath mercifully refcued me. 

12 Indeed all, who are 
deliberately determined to live 
according to tne holy direc- 
tions of Jefus Chrift, will ex- 
pole themfelves to infults and 
periecutions. 

13 But profligates and im- 
poftors will itilf! proceed to 
ereater and greater lengths 
in their wickednefs, deceiving, 
and deceived. 

14 But do you ever fteadily 
adhere to the directions | have 
faithfully taught and exhi- 
bited befare you — remem- 
bering who was your inflruc- 
tor 3 

15 and confcious that from 
your infancy you were trained 
in the knowledge of the fa- 
cred writings—which divine 
books, by means of a firm 
perfuafion of Chriftianity, will 
endow you with that wifdom, 
which will conduct you to 
everlafting falvation : 

16 All the infpired wri- 
tings are moft excellently cal- 
culated to promote inftruc- 
tion, conviction, amendment 
of life, a clear knowledge of 
virtue : 

17 Sothat a Chriftian mi- 
nifter is perfecty furnifhed for 
every good work. 


Cold ee. 


Chap. iv. 


CHA F. ay. 
Solemnly adjure you, 
therefore, in the pre- 

‘ence of the great God, and 

or our Lord Jefus Chrift, who 

will yudge both the /ivz#g and 
the dead, when he makes his 

illuftrious appearance and e- 

rects his glorious kingdom : 

2 proclaim the joytul ti- 
dings of the golpel — preach 
them with ardor and earneft- 
nefs at all times and feafons, 
{tated or occafional — con- 
vince, reprehend, exhort, with 
invincible perfeverance and 
aMiduity in your miniftra- 
tions. 

3 For the time will arrive, 
when men will not bear the 


true and falutary do¢trines of 


Cariftianity ; but, their tafte 
being vitiated, and their pru- 
rient ears tickled with founds, 
they will, accordingly, coun- 


to TIMOTHY. 
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tenance a number of public 
teachers, who will foothe their 
depraved paffions. 

4 Thete will rejeét truth 
with the laft averfion, and 
drink in fictions and fables 
with infatiable avidity. 

5 Do you maintain a fe- 
vere and univerfal temper- 
ance ; encounter difficulties, 
be indefatigable in your func- 
tion as a preacher, and fulfil 
that arduous province in an 
henourable manner. 

6 For the* libation ts al- 
ready poured out upon my 
devoted head-—-the time of 
my diffolution is at hand. 

7 [have combated ina good 
caufe—I have finifhed the *’ 
race of human life—TI have 
maintained an inviolable fide- ° 
lity: 

8 A glorious crown, there- 
fore, the reward of virtue, is 
referved for me in an happy 
futurity, which Chrift, the 

impartial 


‘ Saedoudi is a facrifical term. The Apoftle alludes to the dation that 
was poured on the victim before it was facrificed. 
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impartial judge, in the final 
day of retribution, will dif- 
penfe to me—nor is this chap- 
ler to adorn my temples only; 
it is to encircle the brow of 
every virtuous perfon who 
hath embraced and obeyed his 
celeftial doctrines. 

§—g STRIVE to come to 
me immediately ; 

“ro for Demas hath deferted 
me from an extravagant love 
of life, and is gone to Thel- 
falonica, Crefcens to Galatia, 
Titus co Dalmatia. 

11 Luke is at prefent my 
only companion--Bring Mark 
along with you—he will be of 
fignal fervice to me with 
regard to the Chriftian mini- 
itry. 

12 Tychicus I have dif- 
patched to Ephefus. 

13 The portmanteau I left 
with Crifpus at Troas bring 
along with you, and the books, 
but, above all, the parch- 
ments. 

14 Alexander the copper- ! 
{mith did me many injuries 
— the Lord t will requite 
him according to his deme- 
rits. 

15 Do you fhun him with 
the utmoft caution — for he 
oppofed the doétrines I ad- 
vanced with the moft inve- 
terate violence. 


§—16 Wuen I delivered 


t Narodecer, Which the lexandrian 
reading. 


Pawns Second Bpifile, tC: 


Chap. iv. 
my firft apology, I had not 
a fingle friend with me—they 
all abandoned me! May God 
pardon their defertion of me ‘ 

17 But the Lord was pre- 
fent with me, and infpired 
me with undaunted fortitude 
—in order that, through me, 
the principles of the gofpel 
might be exhibited in their 
full evidence, and all the 
Heathens might fee the foun- 
dation on which it was fup- 
ported—and IJ was extricated 
trom the lion’s jaws. | 

18 And the Lord wil] ex- 
tricate me from every fatal 
evil, and conduct me in fafety 
to his celeftial kingdom—to 
him be glory through all 
the endlefs ages cf eternity ! 
Amen. 

§—rg I sec my affec- 
tionate remembrance to Prifca 
and Aquila, and to the fa- 
mily of Onefiphorus. 

20 Eraftus ftayed at Co- 
rinth—but Frophimus f lett 
indifpofed at Miletus. 

21 Strive to comeé to me 
before the winter—Eubulus, 
Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and 
al! the Chriftians here fend 
their affectionate falutations to 
you. 

22 May our Lord Jefus 
Chrift be with you! May 
his favour ever attend you ! 
Amen. 

PAUL’s 
and other MSS, exhibit, is the true 


ig! 


PAUL’s Epiftle to Titus. - 


CHAP. I. 


t AUL devoted to the 
fervice of God, and 
delegated by Jeftis 

the Meffiah to propagate in 
the world that religion which 
the virtuotis votaries of God 
embrace, and to ipread that 
iyitem of truth, which fs 
folely calculated to promote 
holinefs of life, 

2 in ardent expectation of 
that eternal life, which God, 
whole veracity is inviolable, 
defigned to beftow on men, 
before the order of his dif- 
penfations commenced ; 

3 but hath, now, in that 
time, which feemed fitteft to 
his infinite wildom, explicitly 
revealed thefe his gracious 
intentions to mankind by the 
publication of that divine 
fcheme, which, by the ex- 
prefs authority of God our 
Saviour, I have been in- 


jtrufted to propagate in the 


world : 

4 To Titus, my beloved 
convert to Chriftianity, I ar- 
dently wifh every favour, 
mercy, and felicity from God 
our fupteme Parent, and from 
our Lord Jefus Chrift our 
Redeemer. 

5 1 left yousin ‘Crete. in 
order that you might rectify 
any diforders, and I com- 
manded you to conftitute the 
“fenior Chriftians in every 
town, public inftructors of 
their refpective focieties. 

6 To qualify them for this 
function they were to have 2 
character irreproachable, to 
be the faithful husbands of 
one confort, their children of 
approved fidelity, guilty of 
no licentioufnefs, fubmiffive 
to paternal authority. 

7 For a minifter of the 
sofpel ought, as being a 


{teward under the great God, 
to be a perion of an unble- 


mifhed 


" Karasusus xaTa wea wezsSutepeus. The fenior converts were by the 
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mifhed lite, not “ obftinate, 
not paflionate, not a drun- 
kard, not quarrelfome, not 
mercenary : 
8 but of an hofpitable dif- 
olition, a lover of goodnels, 
Ehaite, jut, holy, temperate : 
— g tenacious of thofe truths 
his religion teaches, in order 


that he may be capable of 


inflructing men in its falutary 
doctrines, and of convincing 
its adverifaries : 


Paut’s Epifile 


Chap. 1. 
difputants, infinuating de- 
ceivers—elpecially thofe, whe 
are {ach ftrenuous ndvocates 
for circumcifion. ; 

11 Thecavils of thefe mut{# 
be refuted, and themielves be 
filenced—they poilon whole 
families with thelr principles 
—and thefe errors they pro- 
pagate from a fordid and 
mercenary motive. 

12 Even one of their own 
* poets gives them this chia- 


10 for there are great | racter—‘‘ ¥ Falfe are the Cre- 
numbers who are incorrigibly | tans, brutal, and 7 vora- 

ae | is ee 
perverle, idle, and trifling ! cious. ae 
Te chiis 
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13 His account of them 
iS but too true — wherefore 
do you feverely reprove them 
for their errors, that they may 
profels the Chriftian religion 
in its genuine purity and fim- 
plicity. 

14 Bid them pay no regard 
to the fictions and fables of 
the Jews, and to the injunc- 
tions of men, who wilfully 
reject truth. 

15 Lo the morally pure, 
indeed, ail things are indil- 


criminately pure—but to the | 


depraved and incredulous no- 
ining is pure, but their very 
underftanding and cont!cience 
are contaminated. 

16 In fpeculation they ac- 
knowledge a God ; in prac- 
tice they abjure him—being 
in their lives abominably ir- 
tecular and abandoned, and 
the contemptuous defpifers 
of every thing that is  vir- 
tuous. 


CHAP. IL. 
UT do you deliver 


fuch inftructions as 
are agreeable to the genuine 
iincorrupted doctrine oF Chr 
ftianity. 

2 Enjoin aged men to be 
temperate, venerable, fober, 
and to diftinguifh themfelves 
for their fidelity, their _bene- 
volence, their patience. je 


Vou. II, 


an 


TuS I 93 
3 Peon alfo aged women 
to maintain a fanctity of man- 
ners, not to be addicted to 
{candal, not ehflaved to wines 
but teachers of every virtue : 
4. that they may engage 
the young of their fex to be 
difcreet in their conduét, to be 
affectionate conforts, to beai- 
feftionate mothers, . 
g to be prudent, 
cha{fte, to be 


to be 
eminent for 


{ ceconomy, for univerfal goed= 


nefs, to be f{ubmiMive to their 
husbands, that the Chriftiar 
religion may not be afperied.? 

6 Do you alfo exhort young 
perifons to be temperate. 

7 Vet it ever be your prin- 
cipal care to exhibit in your 
own lite a pattern of univerial 
virtue — difplaying in your 
inftructions an uncorrupted 
probity, a venerable dignity, 

8 a reafoning folid and ir- 
refragable—that your adver- 
faries may be covered with 
confufion, and not have it in 
their power to cenfure you for 
any immoralities. 

9g Enjoin likewife fervants 
to be obedient to their ma- 
fters, to make it univerfally 
their ftudy to wpleale them, not 
contradi¢ting them, 

10 not pilferi ing 
of their property, 


ary part 
but dil- 


playing the moft virtuous and 


inviolable fidelity—that their 

difcreet conduct may reflect a 

diftinguifhed honour upon th 
© ioe 


IQA DA os 
revelation of God our Sa- 
viour. 

11 For the gracious dif- 
penfation of God is now * 
rifen upon the world in all its 
fplendours, difpenfing falva- 
tion to all irs inhabitants, 

12 folemnly admonifhing 
us to renounce all impicty, 
and every fordid feniual plea- 
fure, and in the prefent ftate 
to lead a temperate, honett, 
and devout lite, 

13 animated with the blef- 
fed and triumphant hope of 
immortality, and the joyful 
expectants of the glorious ad- 
vent of the fupreme God, 
and of our Redeemer Jefus 
Chri; 

14. who for our happinefs 
afumed our natures, in order 
to reclaim and reicue us from 
every vice, and to form to 
himfeif a felect and holy fo- 
ciety, the zealous votaries of 
univerfal virtue. 

15 Thefe truths do you 
inculcate and uree by every 
form of perfuafion —aflume 
an authority in your repre- 
lrenfions — be cautious you 
never fall into contempt. 
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Epiftle Chap. ib 
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ftians, alfo, of their 
duty to fubmit to princes and 
magitrates, to pay all pro- 
per deference to civil autho- 
rity, and to be ever prompt 
to perform all the obligations 
of duty. 

2 Caution them not to 
tracluce any perion’s character, 
to foment no quarrels, but, 
on the contrary, to difplay a 
mild and inoffenfive dilpoft- 
tion towards all men indifcri- 
minately. 

2 For we were, ately, de- 
void of confideration, contu- 
macious to all authority and 
Jaw, loft in devious error, en- 
faved to a variety of fenfual 
pleafures and indulgences, 
perpetually corroded with ma- 
lice and envy, abhorred and 
abhorring one another : 

4 but when the benignity 
and philanthropy of the fu- 
preme God our Saviour role 
in all its effuleence upon the 
world, 

5 the divine merey then 
refcued us from this deplora- 
ble ftate—not in confideration 
of any virtuous actions we 


per- 


a moft beautiful and expreflive image, reprefenting the gofpel, 


fike the glorious lamp of day, in all its glorious {plendours rifug over a 


benighted wold. 
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Chap. ut. 
performed, but folely by his 
own effential compafhon — 
bleffing us, under this new 
difpenfation, with a total ab- 
lution from all cur paft fins, 
and with the miraculous cifts 
of the Holy Spirit, 

6 arich and copious effu- 
fion of which he hath fhowered 
down upon you thro’ Jefus 
Chrift our Redeemer, 

7 in order that, being ac- 
quitted from all our former 
cuilt by the benignity of God, 
we might, according to our 
hopes, fecure the ponetion 
of an happy immortality. 

8 ‘This greac truth may 
be confided in—and in con- 
jequence -of * it, 1 éntreat 
you folemnly to urge and ex- 
cite, by every argumient, thofe 
who have embraced the reve- 
lation of God, to make it their 
f{tudy to attain the moft diftin- 
eulfhed degrees of univerfal 
virtue — This is intrinfically 
excellent and pce of the 
highett utility to mankind. 

Be careful ever to 
ee all fenfelefs fpeculation, 
all aifputes es cenealogy 
and anceftry, all intemperate 
C controverfies, and furious con- 
tentions about the law of Mo- 
fes—for fuch dilputations are 
ufelefs as well as abfurd. 

10 Do not affociate, 
the future, with a 


for 
violent 
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195 
party-rnan, if he continue ob- 
ftinate in his error after your 
firft and fecond admonition of 
him ; 

ti perfuaded that fuch a 
conttmacious perfen hath re- 
jected all regard for truth, 
and wilfully perfifts in his 
errors, notwithitanding all the 
{trong remonftrance and con- 
demnation of his own con- 
{cience. 

§—1i2 When I hall fend 
Artemas or Tychicus to you, 
I bee you would haften to me 
at Nicopoli s—for 1 have de- 
termined to fpend the winter 
there. 

12 Do you, with the moft 
affeétionate care; coriduct Ze- 
nas the interpreter of the law, 
and Apollos on their journey, 
and fee that they want for 
nothing. 

14 And let our converts 
learn to make a charitable 
provifion againft any occa- 
fons that may require their 
kind affiflance, and fhew, by 
fuch beneficence, the efficacy 
of Chriltian principles. 

15 Allthe Chriftians along 
with me cdefire their affectio- 
nate remembrance of you —I 
beg my remembrance to our 
Chriftian friends — May the 
divine favour ever attend you 
ant. Amen: 


O 2 PAULZs 
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196 


PAUL’s Epittle 


pe wrlos-a piiloner ior 

his adherence to 

the colpel, and 
Timothy my Chritttan bro- 
ther to my beloved Phile- 
mon, my fellow-labourer in 
the common caule of Chni- 
ftianity, 

2 to the beloved Apphia, 
to Archipous our faithful 
colleguein minifterial labours, 
and to the fociety of Chri- 
ftians which affembles in your 
houle : | 

3 We affectionately wifh 
you every favour and felicity 
from God our fupreme Pa- 
rent, and from Jefus Chritt 
our Lord. 

4 [ pay my fervent gra- 
titude to my God, and in all 
the addrefles I prefer to hea- 
ven [ never omit particularly 
to intercede for you, 

5 finceI am informed of 
your firm adherence to the 
religion of our Lord Jefus, 
and of that benevolence and 
love which you cherifh for all 
the Chriftians : 


b=s 


to PHILENRION. 


6 | have heard * how em:- 
nently your profeffion of our 
common Cnhriftianity hath 
duplayed iticlf in the public 
difcharge of every thing thar 
can reflect honour upon the 
religion of Jefus. 

7 Your benevolence, dear 
brother, in having infufed 
into the diftreffed minds of 
the Chriftians the foothing 
balm of confolation, animates 
our fpirits, and fills us with 
tran{ports of facred joy: 

8 In confequence of which 
amiable character it 1s, that 
though by that authority 
with which Chritt hath in- 
vefted me I mreht affume the 
liberty to infift on your per- 
forming what is proper, 

9 yet on account or my 
fincere affection for you, | 
choofe rather to appear before 
you as an humble fupplicant 
-— a fupplicant in the perfon 
of Paul the aged, and now 
even a prifoner for my at- 
tachment to the Chriflian 
profeffion. 

10. Tti¢ 
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Paur's Epiftle 

10 The perfon, for whom 
1am foliciting you, is a fon 
of mine whom I have rege- 
nerated in my confinement— 
[c is Onefimus : 

1£ who was once your uie- 
lefs flave, but is zocw extreme- 
ly ferviceable not only to you, 
but to myfelf — I have tent 
him back to you : 

12 I beg you would, there- 
fore, receive him—that is— 
I beg you would receive a 
perion, wio is the object of 
my fincerett affections. 

13 I fhould have been 
glad to have detained him 
with me, to fupply your place 
in affitting me to promote the 
gofpel during my imprifon- 
ment ; 

14 but Iwas net willing 
to take this liberty without 
your concurrence, that fuch 
a favour might not appear to 
be extorted by compulfion, 
but might be your own vo- 
luntary “and generous act. 

5 Perhaps it was for this 
reafon that a momentary fepa- 
ration happened betwixt you 
and him, that you might re- 
ceive him back in the cha- 
racter of a coheir with your- 
felf of immortality ; 

16 that you might receive 
him, no Jonger in the cha- 
racter of a flave, but under a 
more honourable denomina- 
tion — in the character of a 
beloved Chriftian brother— 


rat 


fo PHILEMON. 
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7 
who is extremely dear to me, 
but ought to be infinitely 
more to you, as he is inti- 
mately connected with you, 
both in your temporal and /p:- 
ritual interetts. 

17 If you therefore deem 
me a common fharer with 
you in the bleffings of Chri- 
{tianity, do you give him that 
friendly reception you would 
do to mvtelt. 

18 If he hath done you 
anv injury, ar owes you any 
thing, place it to my account. 

19 I Payl have »written 
this with my own hand, and 
with my own hand aflure you 
[ will chearfully reimburfe 
you — not that I would be 
underftood to remind you, 
that it is to me you are in- 
debted for your very being as 
a Chriftian, | 

20 Yes, my dear brother, 
let me enjoy fome of the 
happy fruits of your Chriftian 
proteffion : fet the amiabte 
effects of as fincere attach- 
ment to the gofpel foothe and 
confole my bolom. 

21 This addrefs to you 
flows from a mind that 1s 
pleafingly perfuaded that you 
will chearfully comply with 
my requett ; and that is con- 
{cious that you will confer 
oreater favours than thele f 
implore. 

22 On the reception of 
this, Brower a lodging for me 


O 3 for 
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for I flatter myfelf, that, in 
confequence of your prayers, 
T thall be mercifully reftored 
to you. 

23 Epaphras my fellow- 
prifoner for the gofpel, 

24 Mark, Ariftarchus, 
Demas, Luke, my _ fellow- 
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The Epifile 


Chap. 1, 


labourers in the common 
caufe of Chriftianity, defire 
their affectionate remembrance 
of you. 

25 May the favour of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift attend you! 
Amen. 
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The Epiitle to the HEBREWs, 


Carine. 2: 


i OD, who in antient 
time fpoke to our 
anceftors by the 

prophets at various times, 
and in various manners, hath 
now in‘ this laft of his dif- 
penfations fpoken to us by 
his Son, 

2 whom he hath confti- 
tuted univerfal Governor, and 
by whom he arranged the or- 
der of his various difpenfa- 
tions. 

3 This moft iluftrious 
Perfonage, who was a radiant 
beam emitted from the fu- 
preme gs ory, the fair impret- 
fon of the efiential form of 

the Divinity, and who 1s now 

invefted with the univerfal 
adminiftration of all things, 
atter he had totally expunged 


our crimes, was glorioufly 
advanced to the mott exalted 
dignity atthe right hand of 
the eternal Mayetty : 

4. Being as much fuperior 
in eminence to the Angels, 
as he hath attained a far more 
elevated diftinction than 


| they. 


s For which of the An- 
gels was ever addreffed in 
fuch language as this—‘* Thou 
art my Son: this day I have 
begotten thee.”— Or in this 
manner— ‘* I will be to him 
a Father, and he fhall be to 
me a Son.” 

6 When he alfo introduces 
again his frft-born Son into 
the world, he fays—** Let all 
the Angels of God worfhip 
im. 


7 But as to Angels, t the 
{tile of {cripture is this —~ 
“ Who 


“ Esvarw is the true reading. 


Chap. i. 
“¢ Who makes the © winds 
his angels, and flames of fire 
his minifters.”’ 

8 But concerning the Son, 
this is its language — ‘© The 
Supreme hath eftablithed thy 
throne for ever and ever—a 
{ceptre of rectitude is the 
iceptre of thy kingdom: 

Virtue hath been the 
object of thy love, vice of 
thy utter deteftation, in re- 
ward of which illuftrious con- 
duct, God, even thy God, 
hath invefted thee with a dig- 
nity and eminence fuperior to 
all thy former affociates.” 

10 And in another place 
its expreffions are thele— 
ee Phis: earths. ela? —Lionds 
thou dciaft originally fx upon 
its balis, and the heavens are 
thy formation : 

ti Vhete frail be con- 
fnunded in cne general ruin, 
but thy exifience is ever du- 
rable and permanent: uni- 
verfal nature fhall fade and 
perifh ike a garment : 

12 thou fhale fold them 
alltip like a vefture, and they 


f 


fhall undergo a compete al- 


. Tisuuare. 
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teration— but thou ever con- 
tinueit immutably the fame, 
and thy exiftence knows no 
period.” 

13 But was any of the An- 
gels ever accofted in fuch 
language as this—‘* Sit thou 
on my right hand, till I have 
totally fubjected all thy foes.” 

Vt cAvevailte aneels any 
thing more than officiating 
{pirits, difpatched to execute 
commiffions to fubferve the 
beft interefts of thofe, who 
fhall finally obtain everlafting 
falvation ? 

Cuap.il. 1 If the Son then 
be jo exaltec a perfonage, it 
behoves us to pay a moft di- 
ligent attention to the in- 
itructions he hath delivered 
to us, and to fuffer nothing 
to efface the impreffion of 
them from our minds. 

2 For if that religious fy- 
{ftem, which was promul- 
gated by angels, was eftablith- 
ed on a felid and firm foun- 
dation, and every violation 
and difobedience of its injun- 
ctions expoled the offender to 
condign punifhment ; 

Ore. 3 how 


vord woeus: 
WOld twysviex 
> 


often hignify «wind. For the former confule Dr. Taylor's Heorecu Concordaice. 


The awd bloweth where it lifteth. 
Yoo pus cureyoperey To cup x 


gpas- Id. p. 447. 


TI GEVLY. 
pent in under the earth. Strabo, p. 
avevpata. The cwizds ceafing. fdem p. 274, 


Thevue ers Sian are. John ur 8. 
The fiie and the avéi2 being 
To kev ouy eurtincy acre Tat 

Ati Mars DVeee Tay ore" 


259% 


TheumatGe emituy sven. Meciing a favourable auizd, 


Polyen? Stratagem. p.623. Lugd. 1589. 
' Thefe words the Apoftle accommodates to our Lord Telus Chrit whom 
the Deity employed in the formation of the world. 
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2 how fhall we Chriftians 


The Epift le 


Chap. ii, 


nour, and haft conflituted 


ee with impunity, if we} him univerfal Governor over 


treat with contempt io illu- 
{trious 2 revelation! which 
was firft communicated 
the world by our Lord, and 
hath been confirmed to our 
times by thofe who perfonally 
heard his inftructions : 

4 God conjoining his fan- 
&ion with their teftimony by 
empowering them to difplay 
fupernatural operations and 
aftonifhing prodigies, and 
endowing them with a va- 
riety of miraculous powers 
and fpiritual gifts, which were 
refpectively “diftributed as 
feemed beft to the divine un- 
derftanding. 

ne: THe fovereion di- 
rection of the golpel- difpen- 
fation, of which we are now 
difcourfing, the Deity did net 
affign to angels. 

6 Concernine this the fol- 
jowing words of the Pfal mitt 
may be fitiy applied —** What 
is wan that thou art mindful 
of him: or the fox of man, 
that thou viliceit him ! 

For a Uittle time thou 
hait degraded him below the 
angels, yet thou haft crown- 
ed a with glory and ho- 


& Boayy tis for a tittle avbile, viz. during his abode on earth. 
Vhey laughed at this for a little time. 
. Edit. Commelin. 15.96. 


foe GIMELS ATOM ASIN: 
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all thy works : 

8 Thou haft fubjefed al! 
things under his controul’— 
The | fubjection here Pekan 
ot is indefinite and unlimited 
—but at prefent we do not as 
yet fee univerial nature fub- 


jected to his controul : 


g but we fee Jefus, who 
was for a very fhort period 
deprefied to a {tation inferior 
to the angels, in order that 
he mieht,. through the hbe- 
nignity of God, ‘tafte deat! 
for every man, in reward ot 
his voluntary fubmiftion to 
death, crowned with the moft 

clorious and illuftrious 
nours. 

10 Lor it was congruocus 
and right for the Deity, for 
whofe glory all things were 
created, and by whole energy 
all things exiit, in the execu- 
tion of his grand delign te 
conduct an immenie number 
of his fons to immortality, 
to carry the original publither 
of their falvation to the high- 
eft fummit of perfection by 
means of a feries of forrows 
and fufferings. 

11 For both he, 


- 


wiioecOn= 
fecrated 
E>eaacay 
Helioderi 
Eubamvrras en Maxed viar, env 
'Lhey would make an in- 


curfion into Macedoma if the king fhould be abfent ever fo Little a time 
from his own dominions. bees p.612, Edit. Hancv, 1619. They put 


the apoftles forth a “ttle fpace, Cray Tt 
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-fecrated them to virtue, and but to adminifter help to the 
thofe who are confecrated, } defcendents of Abraham. 
are all equally the fulsoie 17 In confequence of which 
of one great parent—for which }it was incumbent upon him 
reafon he is not afhamed to! to become, in every refpect, 
call them brethren, fimilar to his brethren — in 
12 laying — “Twill de-jorder to qualify himfelf for 
clare thy name among my | officiating as a compaffionate 
brethren: in the midtt of the Pand faichtul High-prieft in his 
affembly [ will celeorate thy ; tranfactions with God for us, 
praife.”” to expunge all the palt fins 
13 And in another place— | of thofe who embrace his 
“In him I will repofe my ! gofpel : 
confidence” — and again —j 18 for as he himfelf con- 
‘* Behold I and the children, ! flicted with a feries of trials 
whom God hath given me!” } ‘and fufferings, he is fitly qua- 
14 Since therefore the fons; lified for adminiftering aflitt- 
of God are compounded of! ance to thofe who are > invol- 
fefh and blood, he alfo, in} ‘ved in diftrels. 
jike man ner, affamed huma- 
nity —- in order that by his 
iubmiffion to death he might Chie... Hi. 
totally cruth and annihilate 
the enipire of that being, who{1 WT is, therefore, your 
held the jovercign dominion duty, O holy brethren, 
ot death, that is, the devil; [| parrakers of the common 
r5 and might vindicate | bleffings of this heavenly vo- 
thofe into freedom and hap- cation, to contemplate Chrift 
pincls whom the dread of} Jefus the Deity’s delegated 
death haunted, throuch the} meffenger,and theHigh- -prieft 
whole of life, with ‘flavifh, of our profeffion : 
terrors. 2 who was faithful to him 
16 For his miffion was not! who inveited him with this 
calculated tq" aflift angels, office, as Mofes was faithful 
at 





t 


LS eS Saat BPS 


© Eragucacrat This verb fignifies to catch hold, to feize. Oun ex nv 
amy exeanpats. Having nothing oz which he could fafler, Xenophon. Mle- 
emorabilia, p. 26. Oxon. 1741, irae nee Pus ee He /eize the 
virgin. Dron. Helicar. p. 676. Hudjon. See alfo p 691. Sqan3@ emaa- 
Bepter . Seizing his fword, Pohaeni Stratagein. Pp. 192. Mpsceraker guaser 
emiauPavessa: s wauciy. He ordered every man to /ay old of his neigh- 
bour. /dem p. 728. Edit. Cafaubon, Lugd, 1589... Ex cus xlusens exeaapeu. 
Arrians Etidetas, P. ott. Uoton. 
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at the head of that commu- 
nity which he governed. 

3 For Jefus is defervedly 
entitled to honours as much 
fuperior to Motes, as the 
mind, which planned and 
conftructed a magnificent fa- 
bric, merits higher regard 
than the edifice itfelf. 

4 For every fociety is com- 
bined and regulated by fome 
one perfon: but he who col- 
lected into one fyftem, and 
fuperintends all things, is the 
Deity. 

5 Moles was faithful at 
the head of that family he 
directed, as a fervant — fo as 
to make explicic mention of 
thofe ' doétrines, that would 
in future time be publifhed : 

6 But Chrift acted as a 
Sow at the head of that fo- 
ciety over which he prefided 
— Whofe diftinguifhed fo- 
ciety we are, provided we 
retain that complete liberty, 
and that joyful hope of im- 
mortality, in which we now 
exult, fteady and unfhaken 
to the end of life. 

+ Wherefore let me exhort 
you in the words of the in- 
fpired Pfalmift — ‘* To day 
fince you have heard his voice, 

8 let not your hearts be fo 
callous and infenfible as they 


were in that day, when you! 


T he Epift if e 


Chap. i, 
wilfully difobeyed God in the 
wildernefs ; 

g even after all the ftrong 
and ftriking evidences of my 
almighty power, which your 
forefathers had fecn exhibited 
during a pertod of forty years: 

10 The incorrigible per- 
verfenefs, therefore, of that 
ceneration filled me with the 
acuteft anguifh, and forced 
me to utter thefe words— 
Their hearts are perpetually 
full of ftubborn rebellion a- 
gainit me, and they wilfully 
defert thofe paths in which I 
would conduct them. 

1: I therefore fwore, in 
my indignation, that they. 


i fhould never enter into that 


happy region of tranquility 
and repofe which [ had mark- 
edout for-them, ” 

12 Be cautious, therefore, 
my Chriftian brethren, left 
there be in any one of you.a 
bad heart, full of obftinate 
ditbelief, deliberately refolved 


to reject all the admonitions 


of the living God. 

13 But ceafe not every 
day, as conftantly as one day 
fucceffively revolves after an- 
other, to animate each other 
to obedience and virtue, leit 
any of you, through the delu- 
five blandifhments of vice, 
fhould contraét a total infen- 

fibility 


i The Lord thy God will raife up unto thee a Prophet from the midft 


of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me: 


chap. Xvill. 1S. 


unto him foall ye hearken. Deuteron. 


Chap. iv, 
fibility of his obligations to 
holinefs. 

14 For we become fharers 
in the benefits of Chriftianity 
only on condition we inflexi- 
bly adhere, through the whole 
of lite, to its joyful affu- 
rances. 

15 Refolve, therefore, to 
comply immediately with it, 
even this moment, while I 
am repeating this fentence— 
‘© To day fince you have 
heard his voice let not your 
hearts be unfufceprible cf all 
ferious impreffions, as they 
were in the day of your for- 
mer provocation.” 

16 For fome of the Hrael- 
ites, even while they were 
hearing the report of that 
deftined land of their tran- 
quillity, exafperated the Al- 
mighty by their rebellious 
murmurs—not, however, the 
whole collective body, which 
Mofes conducted out of E- 
BY Pt. 

17 But who they that 
continued the obiecis of di- 
vine dipleafure during the 
period of forty years >—Wrere 
a not thofe ftubborn and in- 


Y7TPera 
W Reel 
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corrigible finners, whofe dead 
bodies were promifcuoufly 


icattered in the wildernefs ° 

18 And who were the per- 
fons, whom he {wore fhould 
never entcr into the happy 
country of tranquillity and 
peace >—— Were they not thofe 
who refufed ta obey him ? 

io. We tee. then: that it 

ras folely their flagrant in- 
credulity and  difobedience 
that prevented their entrance 
into the place marked out for 
their felicity. 

Cuap. iv. 1 Taught by 
their example, let us Chri- 
ftians ever entertain a cau- 
tious apprehenfion, Ieft any 
of us voluntarily forfeit that 
{tate of reft, into which we 
have his folemn promife that 
we fhall be finally introdu- 
ced. 

2 For to us Chriffiais have 
the * joyful tidings of an 
happy reft been announced 
jut as they were to the Fews 
—but the publication of this 
promife was of no advantage 
to them — for thofe, who 
heard it, were not difpofed 
to credit it. 

2: Tet 


® Esuev evufpeacacrst xaaceg uctxeutn. The good necus of a facture reft 
nath been defvered to ws as it wes to them. Evafs earl fignifles to pubife 
good news, to proclaim joyful tidings. FS Livro Tov Mepior, evar fysaCeperce 
wo wim avrey zevecSar. They embraced Marius, telling him the happy 
news, that he was created, a fifth time, conful. Plutarch. Marius, p 764. 
Edit. Gr. i. Steppani. FvalyenConever aepas exe Tov ecazuey. Publifbing 
the glad tidings, that the war was ended. fdem p.1195. Xrcipay eva fyear- 
Gomer guidind. Bringing gecd news to the barren woman, Clem, Alexan. 
Prem hain. ear. 262c. | 
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3 Let! us, therefore, who 
are the believers of the gof- 
pel fecure an entrance into 


this reft, of which God hath } 
made mention in this paflage | 
y there remaineth a glorious 
j fabbath of felicity and reft for 
} the people of God ! 


—lI {wore in my Indignati 10, 
that they fhould not enter 
into my reff — it is, indeed, 


into that ref, in which God 
ithis final ref mutt never be 


himfelf repofed after hus cef- 


dation from the work of crea- $ 
Fin the fuel poffeffion of it, 


tion: 


4 for the feripture fpeaks § 
‘from his labours, 


of the feventh day in this 


manner—‘* God refed on the § 
all hse 


feventh day from 


Works. 


Inthe paflage, alfo, jutt 
fpertect reff and tranquillity, 


cited, this ref is exprefsly 


mentioned—-“ They {hall not § 
} be excluded trom it by copy- 
ing atter 
t dulity. 


enter into my reff.” 

6 Cont fequently, therefore, 
fome mutt enjoy this happy 
reft, fince thole, to whom the 
joyful promite of it was for- 
merly announced, were pre- 
cluded from it by their dif 
obedience. 

7 Lone after tus alio, in 
David's time,,. after 
feries of years had intervened, 


he afcertains the time with | 
; moft accurate perception of 


accuracy and precifion, folely 


confining it to the limits of | 
} that pafies in our heart. 


the prefent day, faying—* To 


day, fince you have heard his | 


voice, fteel not y ur hearts 
acaintt all impreffions,.’ 


8 Now if Jofhua had put 


The Kepifil e 


jand energetic, 
fany two-edeed {word, it pe- 
J netrates to the very bounds 
g which feparate the animal and 
fuch a\ 
the 





Chap. 


the Hfraclites into the pol- 


i feffion of this reff of God, the 
icripture would never have 


fpoken of it as fill future: 
g Contequently, therefore, 


10, Our achvity to fecute 


remitted —for he only, who ts 
is blefied with that ceffatroxz 
which God 
enjoyed after the creation. 

ti Let us, therefore, exert 
ail our diligence to fecure an 
admiffion into this ftate of 


left any of us fhould finally 
their wilful incre- 


12 For ™ the divine under- 
ftanding 1s infinitely agtive 
fharper than 


rational foul, ic pervades even 
intimate eflence of the 
human trame, and has the 
every intention and thought 


13 There is not a fingle 
creature {creened from his 
infoection, for the whole uni- 
verfe of being ftands naked 

and 


» Devepygauss ~~e is the reading of the Aiecandrian MSS, 


5b 


v pe y <> Tou @. ws the aie ee ine Fee 0”, Oc," 4). ter; ANKE 4 


Chap. v. 


and * difclofed before the eye 
of that Being, to whom we 
muft give an account. 

§—14 Havine, there- 
fore, a great High-prieft who 
hath pafled through the hea- 
vens to the hicheft fummit 
or dignity and happinefs, Je- 
fus the Son of God, let us 
inviolably adhere to our Chri- 
{tian proteffion: 

15 For we have not an 
Eligh-prieft, who will nor 
compaffionately fympathize 
with our frailties and infir- 
mities -—- but one, who con- 
fli€ted with the fame trials 
and fufferings, in every re- 
fpect that we do, and was 
perfectly free froin fin. 

16 Let us therefore ap- 
proach, with liberal confi- 
dence, the throne of the di- 
vine benigenity, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find fa- 
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2 one, who can gene- 
roufly commuerate the infir- 
mities of the ignorant and of 
the erroneous, from a con- 
icioufnefs that he himfelf is 
furrounded with human frail- 
ties and imperfections. 

3 And on account of bis 
weaknefles in common with 
others, he is obliged to offer 
facrifice for Ais own fins, 


equally as for thofe of the 


people. 

4 Nor is it any perfon, who 
affumes this illuftrious ho- 
nour to himfelf—it is be on- 
ly, who is appointed to it by 
God himfelf in the fame man- 
ner as Aaron was, by divine 
defignation, invefted with 
this office. 

5 So alfo Chrift did not 
vainly arrogate to himfelf the 
office of high-prieft, but with 
this dignity he was vetted 


vour, which may yield us al by that Being who faid con- 


feafonable afiiftance in our 
exigencies, 

Cuap.v. 1 For every high- 
prieft feleted from among 





cerning him, “ Thou art my 
Son: this day I have begot- 
ten thee,” 

6 As alfo in another part 


men is, in behalf of men, | of icripture he faith, *“* Thou 
conitituted an agent in fo-jart a prieit for ever after the 
lemn_ tranfactions with God, i order of Melchizedec. 


to offer oblations and facri- 
fices for fins : 


+ This illuftrious Perfon, 


during the ftate of his incar- 


nation, ° 


" Terparvuatcueve. This isa word of very infrequent occurrence. The 


learned Mr. Pearce and Dr. Sykes have juftly explained it, but produced 
no paffage in any other writer where it occurs. A few years ago | found it 


in Diogenes Laertius: Iduy OAuursoysnny e45 eT ob pay WUKVOTECOY oreyiCovra, 
€ 

We, eDn, XGEOY KOELUKYOY, WS LTO TE TUNXOVTOS KopuTIN TOAKMAICET Oy 

Dis. Laertins, tom... p. 344. Edit. Meibom, Amiel, 1692. 
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nation, preferred the mofe 
importunate requeits and 
fupplications, with piercing 
cries and tears, to that Be- 
ing, who was able to extri- 
cate him from death — and 
his petition was granted on 
account of his °® pious fub- 
miflion. 

§ Notwithftanding his en- 
dearing charaéter as a Son, 
he learned from that feries 
of forrows he fupported, the 
duty of refignation to God. 

And ~ having by this 
chearful compliance with the 
clivine will attained conium- 
mate perfection, he was con- 
iticuted the author and donor 
of immortality to thote who 
obey him: 

10°’ having been honoured 
by the Deity with the appel- 
Jation of an high-prieft after 
the order of Melchizedec. 

§—11 ConceRNING whom 
1 mutt expatiate more at 
large, as itis difficult to give 
you a clear and diftinct know- 
ledge of this fubject; merely 
becaufe of your fupine negli- 
gence and inactivity : 

iz for, confidering the 


© Acre tit evatBeras, o7 acount of bis piety, reverence sf Gad, 
tic derided 
Plutarch. Numa, p.137. Kedit. Gr. Steph. 


= Oacy evadbany TIX MUCCES « 


The Epiftle 


Chap. Vs 
time that hath elapfed fince 
your firit reception of Chni- 
flianity, you oucht now to 
have been inftructors of o- 
hers; whereas you yourlelves 
have occafion to be taught 
the very firft elements of tholfe 
oracles, and your moral con- 
ftitutions fill ae the nu- 
triment of milk, rather than 
mere ftohid and fubftantial 
food : 

Me for every one, who is 

¢ advanced beyond the firjt 
pe of Chriftianity, is 
itilla ftranger to the fublime 
difcoveries of that fyftem of 
holineis, and is really but in 
the i#fancy of his knowledge 
of the gofpel : 

14 but folid food 1s the 
proper diet of thofe who have 
attained the full maturity of 
manhood, and by dint of 
moral habit and exercife have 
their intedleétual faculties im- 
proved and cultivated te 
mark, with accurate preci- 
fion, the exa& boundaries of 
wood and evil. 

Car. vi. 1 ? Leaving, 
therefore, the firft elements 
of Chriftianity behind us, let 
us 


Tre oil, 
all reverence to the Deity. 
Ave. tiv DEY to Oey evaaeay. 


On account of his reverence tor the Deity, Duod. Srculus, tom. 1. p. 551. 


Edit. W effeling. Amfiel. 1746. 


P Ate aBeres Tey TUS HEY NS TOV Rebs ou AVVO, ETS THY 
This is a beautitul allufion to x race. fumilar to that paflage 


Cegupnetion, 
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us advance forwards towards § totally abandoned  Chriftia- 


perfection — not fixing a fe- | nity, it is the higheft moral 
cond time the foundation of | impoffibility to recover them 
fuch primary articles as the} to fincere penitence and re- 
reformation of  deftructive | novation of hfe — becaufe, 
habits, the belief of one fu- they act over again the cru- 
preme God, cifixion of the Son of God, 
2 the doctrine of baptifms, } and publickly expofe him 2 
the impofition of hands, the Jfecond time to infamy and 
refurrection of the dead, and | contempt. 
the final decifions of the tu-[) 7 * For that generous foil, 
ture judgment: which imbibes the refrefhinge 
3 4 Let us, if God be gra- | fhowers which repeatedly di- 
cioufly pleafed to prolong our | {til upon it, and produceth a 
lives, effectually carry this }rich herbage adequate to the 
into execution. higheft expectations of thofe, 
4 Itis morally inpoffible | for whom it is cultivated, 
that thofe, whofe minds have } partakes of the blefling of 
been once illuminated with | God: 
the beams of Chriftianicy, § But that foil, which only 
who have experienceda {trong | beareth thorns and _thitftles, 
and vigorous prelibation of fthe hufbandman rejééts as 
that celeftial bleffednefs it § abfolutely worthlefs, is dif- 
beftows, who have partici- | pofed almoft to pour his exe- 
pated of thofe miraculous] cretions upon it, and its final 
gifts, which the holy Spirit} doom is to be burned. | 
imparts, | 9g But though we fpeak In 
who have experimen: | thefe terms, we are pleafingly 
ally felt the foothing confo- ! petfuaded that you, dear fel- 
lations of the good word of § low-Chriftians, are in a far 
God, and feen all thofe afto- f happier ftate—in fuch a ftate, 
nifhing operations exhibited, | as will conduct you to ever- 
which were to be pertormed § jailing falvation. 


under the  gofpel-difpenfa- 10 For God 1s infinitely 


tion ; juft and good, and will noe 
6 when fuch as thefe have ¥forget your fervices, and that 
7 generous 


in the Philippians: Forgetting the things that are behind, and reaching 
forth unto thofe things which are befoie, J prefs toward the mark, Chap. 
ag a oe 

1 Feuseev is the true reading. 

‘ By the good foil the Apoftle means a virtuous Chriflian. 
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generous beneficence which 
you have publickly exprefled 
in diligently fupporting the 
interefts of his religion, by 
your paft and prefent charit- 
able contributions to the ne- 
ceffitous Chriftians. 

1r And we importunately 
defire and implore every one 
or you that you would exert 
the fame affiduity throughout 
the whole of life, in the un- 
wearied purfuit of that im- 
mortality, of which you have 
the ftrongett afiurances ; 

12 that you contract not 
a’ fupine remiffnefs and in. 
activity, but ae be the vir- 


tuous rivals of thofe, who by | t 


faith and contftancy are now 
in the fuil poffeffion of the 
premifed * telicities. 

13 For when the Deity 
promifed to Abraham the te- 
licities we now enjoy, as there 
was no being fuperior to him- 
felf, by whom he could fwear, 
he ratified it by a folemn 
oath, in which he pledged 
bis own veracity : 

14 faying — “ I will moft 


certainly fhower down upon 


i NaSpels remifs, tor pid , indolent. 


was du// and flow ot apprehenfion, Plutarch. Cato fur. p 
NowSpG mev ey THAIS ETOCS - 


Svo. Steph. 
hb, iv. 277. Edit. Hanov. 


The Ep iftle 


Nore uy LverL Bey % x, Goat vd. 


Chap. vz, 
thee the greateft bleffings, 
and infinitely multiply thy 
deicendents.” 

15 Accordingly Abrahamy 
after long and patient expec- 
tation, obtained this diftin- 
cuilh ae promife ". uM 

16 Itas ufual with men to 
inforce the obligation of their 
oaths by appealing to an au- 
thority /uperior to their own— 
and a folemn oath, which 
impofes performance upon 
him who takes it, terminates 
with them every controverly : 

17 God, therefore, being 
willing, in the ftrongelt light, 
to difplay before the heirs of 

this promife the immutability 
of his defign to accomplifh 
it, interpofed with an oath : 

18 in order that our con- 
fidence fecurely repofing both 
on a divine promife, and on a 
divine dath—- two oe 
folemn affurances, which 1 
iS impoffible God (ould ever 
violate and falify—we might 
cherifh the mott {trong ane 
animating confolations, who 
have fled to the afylum of 
Chriftianity to feize the blef- 
fed 


He 
p- 1393. Lidit Gr. 
Tardy in his measures. Polyb?u:s, 


H €arisy n % ovwy vuadoov Oras. 


Oppian. Fife. lib. in. Vv. 14.0% 


t Not the felicities of & future ftate, but the /elicities of the gofpel-dit. 


penfation. 
« Pofterity in J/aacs 


Chap: vii: to th H 


‘ed hope of immortality, 
ee we have in profpect: 
On which Ca ting 
ree which has for its o bject 
the glory that is within the 
heavenly vail; our fouls .re- 


ofe in fecurits as Ona firni4 
p : is 
y LO wo {ucceffion. 


end immioveabie anchor. 


20 Into this happy abode 
Tefus is now entered, as our 
“ forerunner, to. prepare for 
our reception — being con-} 
{titurced an high-pricit for} 

4el- | 
a aaa): 


ever after the order of 

chifedec. 
CuaP. Vil. I 

chifedec, 


ter of the kings, and bleficd 
him. 


> To him Abraham dic 


{tributed the tenths of all the [ 
{poils he had taken — It is 
firft of all obfervable. that his | 
name tranilated fignifies, King | 


of righteoifnefs—and farther, 

that he was kine of Salem— 

2 word, which fignifies peace. 
2 His father, his mother, 
WOOL: Lf, 


EBREWS. 


§ Son of God, 


This Mel-} 
who was king off 
Salem, and prieft of the one § 
tupreme God, met Abraham { 
on his return from the tlauch- } 
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his pedigree, are no where 
mentioned — the time of his 
birth, and of his deceafe, is 
not reread — a character 
this, extremely fimilar to the 
as he was in- 
veited with a priefhcod lable 


4 Confider how great and 
illuitrious a perfonage this 
was to whom even Abraham 
the patriarch gave the tenth 
of his * {polls ! 

5 They inceed; 
their pniefthood in regular 
fucceffion fron: Aaron’s fons, 
have an explicit command 
from God in the law to take 
tithes. of the laity—-that is— 
to take tithes of their own 
brethren — fince the Jaity, 


who derive 


Fequally with ¢hem/elves, are 
ithe defcendents fiom Abra- 


ham their comsen progenitor. 

6 But this moft ditin- 
guiihed perfon, whofe cene- 
alogy was not levitical, re- 
ceived tithes trom Abraham 
—and bleffed him, to whom 
the divine promifes were 
made : 


P + Mott 


w An allufion to a perfon who is difpatched Zefore, to prepare accom- 
modations fer the reception of the cempuary. 


* Axps Suv ieee. 


This word fometimes occurs in thé Grezt Claffics. 


Aywy 


Cura TE AMO TWY KTOIMC UXTL THY Mee ny % ONE OT HI Kx Pvowy Seois. 


Dion. Halicar, tom. 1. p. 98. Hudjon. 


Taurany pees Bien ey 616 eADous, 


Pa Tope ee aioe 
MaTH THA CUM NV, axcotivicy TH Orv. Diod. Sicu/us, D Z2UQ. w.Git, Rhedin. 


Te aneod viet THUTH THIS OMMbXES WOGTUAGUC bY. Idem p. 306. 


: nr 
AX 200 bY4c 


TIS Qeois ry Tepnéun exerevoey ea: ae Cyrop. p. 410. Edit, 


Huchinfon. 8vo. Anood VEOV THE VEXNS KOMso xnves. Plutarch, Marius, p. 705< 
Edit. Gr. Sva. 
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Mott undoubtedly 
infericr is blefled by his fu- 
perior. 

§ Befides, under ie law, 
an order of men, who fuc- 
ceffively die, receive tithes: 
but in fhrs inftance, a perfon 
receiveth tithes, whom the 
fcripture afferts to live for 
ever’. 


g And indeed Levi, who} 
taketh tithes of others, if I} 


may be allowed the expref- 
fon, paid tithes himlelf by 
Abraham as his proxy : 

10 for though unborn, 
when Melchifedec met Abra- 
ham, yet he may be confider- 


father paid them. 
11 If, therefore, man’s ul- 
attained by means of the 
levitical priefthood (tor under 
that inftitution the law 


farther neceffity would there 


fill be for another prieft tof 
arife after the order of Mel-| 


whofe 
were wot ta be 


chifledec — and one, 
title and office 


eftablifhment ? 

12 Lor the order of the 
priefthood being transterred, 
there mutt neceffarily enfue 
a tranflation of the law. 

13 For the perion, of whom 
{ am fpeaking, did not be- 
lone to the tribe of Levi, but 
to auether tribe, of which no 


The Epiftle 
the tone ever give attendance at 


' fedec. 





Chap. vii. 


thesaltar: 

14 for it is evident that 
our Jord derived his fuc- 
ceffion from Juda — which 
tribe, according to the mo- 
faic conftitution, was zat to 
nave any intereft at all in the 
oe 

5 Amd it 1s {til infinite 
age evident that the ne 
muft be transferred, if there 


Factually arifeth another ae 
‘perfeGly fimilar to Melchi 


fedec, 
16 one, who is invefted 
with this dignity, not by the 


Feftablifhment of a mortal and 
ed as paying them, when his | 


thort-hved fucceffion : but by 
an inftitution, which is never 


;to be interrupted and -diffol- 
timate perfection were to be | 


ved : 


a 


for thefe are the ex. 


|prefs words of f{cripture— 
of | 


Mofes was promulgated) what |: 


‘“< Thou art a prieft for eves 
fter the order of Melchi- 
33 

68 For the preceding dif- 
penfation is indeed abrogated 


fon account of its infuficiency 
}and its inutility. 

derived from the Aaronical { 
‘tion carried nothing to its 
Fultimate perfection — this 1s 
tiolely effected by the intro- 


19 For the mofaic inftitu- 


duction of that better difpen- 
fation, which hath publifhed 
the doétrine of immortality— 
by means of which we are 
permitted free accefs to the 
Deity. 

20 And 


Chap. vil. 


fo thee FHEBREWS. 


21f 


20 And in as much as he} he ever liveth to interpofe for 


eceived not his invefticure 

into this office without a fo- 
lemn cath, by which it was 
for ever ratified to him, 

21 (for the priefts under 
the /aw are introduced into the 
facerdotal fundtion <«thout 
this awful rite—but this moft 
eminent perfonage was ufher- 


pronounced thele words— 


a prieft for ever atter the or- 
er of Melchiiedec.) 


22 from this folemnity it j 
1s apparent, that Jelus is con- { 
{tituted to introduce and efta- 
bhfh a covenant of fuperior | 1 
fwith frailues and imperfections 
; —but that folemn oath, which 
24 Farther, under the le- | ratified 
eal ceconomy there were great | 
numbers ot priefts, fucceed- | 
ing each other in perpetual § 
rotation, becaufe death pre- | 
| fection to all eternity. 


excellence and worth to the 
Mofaic. 


vented any long continuance 
in their office: 


24 but ¢his verfon, on ac- | 
count of the perpetuity of § 
his exiftence, hath an un-4% 


I PLE. -refult, in frost; 


transferable priefthood. 


25 For which reafon he is | 
qualihed to grant a complete | 
falvation to thofe, who by | 
means of his religion are in- | 
ihand of the throne of the 


troduced into the Knowledge 


of the one true God—fince | 





their welfare and happinels. 
26 For fuch an high-prieft 
was peculiarly adapted to our 
circum{tances—one, who was 
holy, inoffenfive, unpolluted, 
perfectly free trom all moral 
infection from the wicked, 


fand advanced to a moit ex- 
}alted eminence, far {uperior 
ed into it and eftablithed in} 
it by a moft folemn adjura- | 
tion of the Almighty, who § 
| priefts are, to offer facrifices 
“<The Supreme hath fworn, | 
and will not retract, thou art | 
| the people — This office he 
| diichareed once for all, when 


to the heavens : 
27 one, who was under no 
neceflity, as the Jewifh high- 


every dcy—firkt, for their owir 
{ins—atterwards, for thoie of 


he offered up bim/elf a victim. 

28 The mofaic difpenfa- 
tion conftitutes men high- 
priefts who are encompajfied 


that difpenfation, 
which was to fucceed the law, 
hath vefted with this dignity 
the Son of God, who hath at- 
tained an abfolute moral per- 


% 


+ 4 
1 ey 


CHA. Vink, 


of the above argu- 
ments 1s this—-We Chriftians 
have an high-prieft, who 1s 
now advanced to the right 


fupreme Majefty in heaven: 
2 2 ha 


hd 


me 


2 he is difcharging the 
facerdotal funtion in the 
molt holy fanctuary of hea- 
ven, and is officiating in the 
true tabernacle, which a di- 
yyine, not a mortal, hand erec- 
ted, 

9 For every high-prieft is 
ee oe o offer both ob- 
lations and victims — from 
whence it neceflarily follows, 
that this iluftrious 
slo mut 
offer : 

4 for 
Pasib, he 
act at all In oe capacity of a 


if he were upon 





5 Py 
alee of priefts appointed, 
according to the dirediion of 
the law, ~ who are employed 
in offering oblations : 
5 This 
a ate in that whichis but a 
rude fkezch,; and a mere fha- 
cowy vifionary refemblance 
of heavenly things, as Motes 
as divinely afared when he 
was going to conftruct the 
tabernacle—for God faid to 


him. ‘* See that you contorm | 
9 


in every refpect to that mo- 
del, which was exhibited to 
you in the mount :” 

6 Buc this exalred Perfon 
hath now obtained a far more 
excellent funétion—Snce he 
was the Mediator of a zobler 
covenant, founded on zobler 
promifes : 

7 for if the fr? covenant 


The Lpifile 


Fas defective, 
}them — ‘* Behold! the days 
p come, faith the Lord, 
Pwill eftablifh a wew covenant 
j with the houfe of Ifrael, 
Perion | 
have fomething to | 
i ferent from that which I ra- 
Ptiffed wath 
could not poffibly | 
f hand, 
fout of Eeypt—for to the 
‘junctions of my covenant they 
t paid no regard, and in‘return 
' I fhewed them no fav 

besa faich the Lord: 
ne of men all of- § 


'indifcriminately, 


aay ank 
Chap. vai. | 
had been an trreprehenfible 


| and completely pertect{yftem, 
hchere 
caufe to have 
| fecond, 


would have been no 
introduced 


8 For God condemning it 
thus declares to 


that I 


and. 
with the houfe of Juda: 
g a covenant entirely dif- 


their anceftors, 
when — took them by the 
and conducted them 
é In- 


urable 


10 But the covenant, which 


jin future time J will eftablifth 
Pwith the 
jthis, faith the Almighty— I 
pewill indelsbly imprefs my 
tlaws upon their minds: [ 
.will infcribe them on the ta~ 
iblet of their 


houfe of Ifrael is 


hearts, and I 
will be to them a God, and 
they fhell be to me a diftin- 
guifhed happy people : 

ti They fhall have tio 
occafion to inftruct, each his 
neighbour, and each his bro- 
ther, in the knowledge of the 
Supreme, but they fhall all, 
know me 
from the leaft to the great- 
eis. 
12 For 
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2 For J will mercifully ¢ golden pot, which contained 
forgive their iniguities, and the manna, and Aaron’s red 
all their vices and immorali- § which bloffomed, and the ta- 
ties I will at once for ever ef- } bles on which the covenant 
face from my remembrance.” | was written, were alfo de- 
13 The word wew in this | pofited. 

pafiage implies, that God 5 Above this cheft were 
hath entiquated the firft co- {the cherubim of glory, fha- 
venant — now that which is | dowing with their wines the 
anuquated and fuperannuated 4 mercy-feat—but of thete par- 
very {wittly tends to its final f tculars it is not my prefent 
diffolution and total difap- | delign to give a minute de- 
pearance. , tail. 
| 1 © The tavernacle and all 
its apparatus being comple- 
ted, the priefts conftaitly went 
into the fv/t divifion to per- 
form their refpective fun- 
ctions : 

7 But into the fecond the 
Fae ae alone entered only 
folely calculated with a view | once in a year, not without 
to things temporary. I lood, which he offered to 

For there was a taber- # expiate his own and the peo- 
nacle divided into fwo parts § ple’s errors and imperfec- 
—in the firff divilion was the @ tions: 


CHAP. IX. 


{ HE Y firft covenant 

had its pofitive regu- 
lations about divine worthip, 
and a fanctuary, thar was 


candleftick, the table, the § The holy Spint plainly 
thew-bread — and ‘ois part f indicating this, That the way 
was denominated holy. into the per feétion of bolinefs 


3 That divifion of the ta-| was not yet threw open to 
bernacle, which was behind { a//, during the continuance 
the vail, was called the oly | of the firft tabernacle. 
of holies. g And this is equally ap- 

4 The furniture of ¢his plicable to the grefent time— 
facred apartment was a gol- fin which both gifts and vic- 
den cenier, and the ark, in| tims are offered, which, in 
which the covenant was re-{ regard to mental improve- 
pofited, which was covered ment, Cannot carry the vo- 
with gold— in this cheft the J tary to perfection ; ; 

Pn 10 for 
a See the MSS, in ALM and Wesfeir, and the /af verfe of the prececing 
chapter, 
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:o for this religious fervice 
folely confiits in ceremonious 
obfervances about particular 
meats, and drinks, and a 
multiplicity of oblations, and 
merely external inttitutions— 
which were defigned to con- 
tinue in force only ’tul a more 
excellent fyftem fhould be 
eftablifhed. 

11 But Chriit, being con- 
ftituted an High-pricit of 
future good things, 
tered through a_ better 

DS. 


a tabernacie, 


conftruction, 


12 hath entered once for § 
all, not by means of the blood | 
of bulls and goats, but by 
means of the effufion of his } 
into the ¢rwe { 
holy of holies—having found f 
an eternal redemption from } 
ithe blood of a facrificed ani- 
For if the blood of! 
bulis and goats, and the afhes | C 
| cited to all the people all the 


own blood, 


all paft fins, 


15 


of an heifer fprinkled on the 
polluted, 
a legal and external purity, 
14 how much more {hall 
the blocd of Chrift, 
acting under 
the holy Spirit of God, offer- 
ed himlelf a pure and imma- 
culate victim to the Deity, 
perfectly purify cur confci- 
ences from all pernicious 
vices, in order that we may 


2 + Meaning, bis 


The ya) ‘pift le 


hath en- § 
and ¢ 
more perieet 7 tabernacle — 
not reared by} 
mortal hand, not of human § 


conier upon them § 
the took 
band of goats with water and 
who, | fearlet wool and hyffop, and 
the divecaon of} fprinkled the volume itfelf, 


ae 
“ ody, 


Chap. ix. 
confecrate ourfelves to the 
fervice of the living God! 

15 And on this account 
he is the Mediator of a new 
covenant—in order that when 
death hath intervened to de- 
liver us from that guilt we 
incurred under the firft cove- 
nant, we the converts of 
Chriftianity might receive the 
promued bleffings of an ever- 
lating inheritance : 

16 for where there is a co- 
venant, It neceflarily implies 
the death of the covenanune 
party : 

17 for the Chriflian cove- 
nant 1s ratified and confirmed 
to the dead—fince it hath not 
its validity, while man, the 
covenanting party, 1s living 
in this world. 

18 For which reafon even 
the frff covenant was not 
primarily eftablithed without 


mal: 
19 for after Mofes had re- 


precepts of the decalogue, 
the blood of calves 


and all the people, 

20 faying-—* Behoid ! this 
is the blood, by which the 
covenant which God hath 
folemnly entered into with 
you, is fealed and ratified |” 

21. In 


{Maps ike to tte HEBREWS. Bis 


21 In like manner, he alfoythe Jewifh high-prieft, he 
tprinkled with blood the ta- 4 mutt very often have fultered, 
pernacle, and all the utenfilsteven from the foundation of 
which were emploved in re- ) the world to the pretent times 
ligious fervices. —but now hath he once cily 

22 Indeed alimott all things, f appeared among mankind in 
by the preferipuon of the}that age, when the period 
mofaic law, are purified ve by the Deity tor his 
means of blood — and with-#iluitrious advent was com- 
out the effufion of bicod there, plete, totally to cancel and 

is no remiffion of fins obtain-; expunge all pafk cuilt by the 
ed from the Deity. facrifice of himfelf. 

23 It was necefiary, there-{ 27 Andas all human kind 
fore, that thofe things, which} are deftined ozce to feel the 
are but the faint rude tran-¢ ftroke of deatn — and death 
feript of an heavenly originaljis fucceeded by the general 
fhould be purfied with theie fyudement: 
formalities; but the heaven- 28 fo alfo Chrift, who oxce 
tv things themielves, with; voluntarily fubmitted to be- 
facrifices, more excellent than | come a victim in order to an- 
thele. nul and obliterate the fins of 

24 For Chriitis not enter-ymany, fhall appear a fecond 
ed into a fanctuary reared by # ¢/#e—not with a view to re- 
mortal hands, into a ftruc- mit guilt, but to confer ever- 
ture, which is only an imper- }lafting falvation on the vir- 
fect copy of the true original G tuous expectants of this grand 
—but he 1s entered into ib event. 


PR SEAT nds Sea ait Wet SS 





ven itfelf, now to exhibit 
himfelf, on our behalf, tothe 
wmmediate pretence of the Di- k- 
vinity. oi OR the mofaic inft- 
25 Not that he is repeated- tution containing only 
ly to offer this facritice of}a rude and Mang imperfect 
himielf, We as the high-pricft] fketch of future ? bleffings, 
continually enters once every{not a finithed and accurate 
year into the holy of holies, | portraiture of thofe felicitics, 
with the blood of animals : {can ever with thole facrifices, 
26 for had it been necef- | {which they’ annually repeat, 
fary that he thould have ftri€t- | carry its profery ors to their 
ly conformed to this ulage of ultimate perfection. 
bP A 2 lad 
* Meaning, the bleVues of tie golpel, 


CP ee. 
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2 Had it been capable of 


effeéting this, its facrifices mutt 
have ceated — becaufe, its 
votaries having once obtain- 
ed a total remiffion of their 
fins, would, confequently, for 
the future, retain no inealy | 
apprehenfions on account of: 
thole vices. 

a Vet everporer in. tue fa- | 
crifices that fuccetfively re. f 
turn the remembrance of thefe 
fins is fill preferved. 


4 For it is impoNible that f 


the blood of bulls and goa 
fhould efface the ftains of 
eullt. © 

5 Wherefore, when the 
royal Prophet was advanced 
to dignity and eminence, he 
“uftly” oblerved— “* Sacrifices 
J 
and oblations thou didft not 
defire: thou hait given mea 
conititution fitted to accom- 
plith thy defigns :> 

6 in burnt-offerings and 
facrifices for fin thou hait no 
complacence : 


7 then I faid, Lo! I come 


according as thou haft ap- 
pointed concerning in 
that volume in which thy dif- 
penfations are arranged, I 
comesto obey thy will, O 
God!” 

8 Now when this iluftri- 
ous Prophet fays, as above, 
That victims, and cblations, 
and burnt-olferings, and fa- 
erifices for fin thou didft not 


defires and that thele were 
; 


me 


The Epsfile 





which 
iid 





Clipyoa: 
Epo obie& of fatisfaétion and 
. ges t to thee —~- which yet 
e alfered according to the 
injunction ae the 


fT: 


Cx pach 
law: 
g and when he adds, Lo! 
come to cvey thy will, O 
od! — it is apparent, that 
reprefents the abfolute in- 
utility of facrifices,¥in order 
, to eabith a obhgation of 
cbedience to the divine will: 
By whicn benevolent 
will of the Deity we Chrti- 
s#ftians have been bleed with 
a total remmffion of ali our 
}paft fins by means of that 
voluntary facrifice or his bodyy 
Jefus. Chritt offered 
‘Once a all.” 

§—1z PArRTHER, every 
prieft aifcharges every da} 
inceifantly the facerdotal fun- 
Gion, and is perpetually ex. 
ployed i in repeated.y offering 
the fame facrifices, which yet 
can never annul contracted 
Fouilt: | 
12 But this iluftrious Per- 
‘fon, having offered one fel. 
ficrifice for fins, fat down fcr 
ever at the right hand of the 
Divinity, 

13 in future expectation, 
that all his adverfaries will 
finally be fubje&ted to his 
ce 

4 For by means of ene 
Hindicidual facrifice he hath 
for ever advanced the diftin- 
cuifhed preteffors of his reli-. 

gI0n 


i 
e 
G 


| he 


sk ee eet owe Se it Ba 


‘10 
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gion to confuimmate perfec- 21 and having a moft il- 
u0n. peices High-prieft, who 
15 The truth of my affer- { prefides over the family of 
tions the hely Spirit himfelf § God : 
attefts—for atter he had faid,g 22 Jet us approach with 
16 “* This is the covenant j undifiembled fincerity, in a 
which, in future time, I will f full conviction of the truth 
eftablifh with them, faith God, # of his religion, having our 
I will intuie my laws into} hearts purified by this facred 


their hearts, and inicribe 
them in indelible characters 
upon their minds,” 

17 * he adds’—~ ‘* and the 
memory of their vices and 
immoralities I will bury in 
everlafting oblivion.” 

18 Now fance a total con- 
donation of thefe hath a/ready 
paft, there 1s now no longer 


any neceffity of a farther ob- 


Jation for fin. 

§—19 Havine, therefore, 
my Chriftian brethren, free 
liberty indulged to us to gain 
an admiffion into the true 
holy of holies by the blood 
oF jelus: 

20 an admiffion, by a path 
lately opened and conduéting 
to immoriality, which he hath 
confecrated for us by means 
pf his vailing himfelf in hu- 
man nature: 


odlation from all confcious 
deprayity, and our minds 
Cleared from all moral defile- 
ment by this fair and falutary 
itream. 

23 Let us ever inflexibly 
retain the profeffion of our 
hope in Chrift—for he, who 
hath promied immortality, 
may be fately ® confided in. 

24 And let us by every 
incitement mutually ftimulate 
each other to benevolence 
and univerfal goodnefs. 

25 Not forgetting that 
awful feafon, as fome habi- 
tually do, in which we mutt 
‘ all be convened in one vaft 
affembly—but exhorting each 
other to perfeverance, and 
urging thefe admonitions with 
fo much the more importu- 


nity, as you fee this folemn 


event approaching. 
26 For 


> Tso: yao 6 exayyaaemerG. He, who hath promifed, may be credited, 


siay be confided in. 
lerter might be fafely confided in. 


Thigoy evar Tey evtomeoasy nycupevor. ‘Thinking the de- 
Polyeni Stratagem. P- 403. Edit. Ca/faub. 


Lugd. 3589. Tisov evar dix ro undes donc. Thinking he might be fafely 
trufted on account of his affinity. Idem p. 633. 

© Tu exiguraywyw savtay. Thisis the very word the Apoftle uofes in 
2 Theffal. chap. ii. 1. when he fpeaks of the coming of Chrift to judgment, 
and all of us then beng collected in one vaft aflembly. Tvs awepovses tev 
Avpicy ML Coy xy HMOY EAITUIAYwyUS ET LVTOVs 
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26 For ir we wilfully per-y 9 30 We know that God 
Sift in a courfe of vice after f hath thus expreisly declared 


we have been bleffed with the | —‘* Vengeance is my prero- 
inowledce of true religion, | gative — I will retahate? —. 
there remains no- victim, and in another place it is laid 
that will 2 fecond time be }—Thlie “Almichty Wash ltt 
offered to free us from ourfimon his people to jude-’ 
Gans: ment.” 

27 there remains only af 33 Itisa tremendous thine 


terrible profpect of future } to fall into the hands of the 
condemnation, and the ex-# living God! 
cruciating torments of thofe 32 Kecall to your remeim- 
dire flames, that wil totally | brance the times when you 
confume the obftinate adver- were firft dluminated with 
faries of the golpel. the beams of the eofpel— 
28 Any perfon, who hadfand reflect, what a fevere 
violated the law of Mofes, t conflict of fufferings you fu- 
if proved ouny by two or # {tained ! 
three awitneties, was devoted 33 fometimes, being open- 
to death without compuatlion. ily expoted as on a public ¢ 
29 To how much more } theatre to ignominious infults 
dreadful a punifhment think #and cruel ‘perfecutions — at 
you then will he be defervedly other times, generoufly fym- 
doomed, who hath contemp- } pathizing with thofe vate 
tuoufly trampled upon the | fuffered thefe indienities. 
Son of God, who hath info-} 34 For you fzit a tender 
lently trea ted the efufion | and painful anxiety for thofe 
# 
fre 
| 





that blood, by which the | under * confinement, and the 
Chniftan covenant was rati- | pillaging of your goods you 
fied, as uleleis and infienih- fupported with joy~ - contci- 

cant, and poured the laft fous, that you ee an inex- 
contumely and infult upon hauttible treafure of infinitely 
thofe operations of the Spirit, fuperior worth in the celetftia! 
by which its truth was ftamp- § regions. 


ed! 3 & Do not; thereiore, vo- 


. 


luntarily 


’ OearciZonert. A very flrong and emphatical exprefiion: Exjofet on a 
public fiaze. heetenrpicny CLIT OUS« They openly expo td themfelves. Poly. 
fins, p. 304. Ldit. Haxov. t619. Difpenfatorem ad beftias dedit. Hoc eft, 
itipfum tracucere. Id ef, fays one ef the Commentators, ludihria expouere. 
Peivenius Arbiter, p.220. Edit. Burman, Traie®, ad Rhen, ato, 1709. 

= See the Alewandrian tASS, 


Chap. XL. fo the Hier 


Juntarily renounce your Chii- f 
ftian liberty, for which a glo- 
rious recompence is in rever- 
fon. 

36 It is neceffary you | 
fhould exercife the virtues { 
of piuenee and conftancy— | 
in order that your obedience | 
of the will of God may be} 
finally crowned with the full} 
fruition of that happinefs he | 
hath promite aae 

99 11 3a. Lite, 
little ume he, wh ofe olorious 
advent we expect, will moft 
certainly come; and the time | t 
marked for this great event § 
will ngt be deferred. 

38 The virtuous Chiiftian, r 
whofe fins are remitted by |W 
means of his reception of } 
Chriftianity, fhall then b 
crowned with immortality — | 
but if he defert his profeffion, 
he will then be treated as an f 
object of my averfion. 


in 2 very | 


39 But we are not of that | 


unhappy number, who bafely | 
relinquifh our principles, and 
expofe ourielves to everlatt- | 
ing perdition—but thofe, who § 
immoveably adhere to our § 
Chriftian profeffion, which § 
will finally lead us to the ac- 
quifition of a blefied immor- | 
tality. ; 


CHa P.. a. 


OW faith is a firm 
perfuafion of thofe | 


Fviction of the 
i thofe things which are not the 
; immediate objects of fight. 
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things we hope, a fuli con- 
exiftence of 


2 It is for this principle 
that our luffrious anceftors 
have been fo delervedly celc- 
brated. 

3 Through faith we are 
perfuaded that the order of 
the divine difpenfations hath 


pbeen regularly gtanerd by 


the counfel of the Supreme— 


fo that prefent events were 


not produced from any caufes 
that are apparent to us. 
4 Through faith Abel of 
fered to Ged a larger facrifice 
ie an Cain — by means of 
vhich he hath acquired the 
character of a truly good man, 


t God himfelf teftitying his ac- 


ceptance of his oblation— 


and by this, though he hath 


been lone fince deca he is 


| Till reading to us a leffon of 


ufeful inftruction. 
6 Through faith Enoch 


E was tran atetedl without — 


the ftroke of death— he w 
not foundon earth, for God 
had removed him from it— 
for before his tranflation he 


| had this teftimony given him, 


that he had pleafed God: 
6 but without faith it is 


impoffibie to pleafe him—for 
he, who approacheth the Di 
}vinity, muft believe that he 
Kextits, 


and that he is a ré- 


warder of every pious votary. 
7 Through 


nT a 
the <a 


The 
faith Woah, 
after receiving a folemn tn- 
formation from God of an 
event that was future, from 
a principle of pious reverence 
confttruéted an ark for the 
fafety of his family — by 
means of which he publickly 
condemned the world of im- 
penitence, and reaped the 
ample reward of that obe- 
dience which flowed from his 
taith in God. 

8 Through faith Abraham 
obeyed the “divi ine call to re- 
move to a region, which his 
pofterity was in tuture time 
to poftefs—intantly he aban- 
doned his native foil, though 

entirely ignorant of the place 
ute he was migrating. 

g Through faith he {o- 
journed in that very country 
that had heen afigned to him 
by the Deity, as if he had 
not at all been interefted in 

ir—refiding in tents together 
with Jfaac and Jacob, the cc- 


” Through 


heirs of the fame wWuoftrious. 


promize 

10 os he was the ex- 
pectant of an happier city, 
founded on an immoveable 
bafis, planned and reared by 
the hand of the Almighty. 

11 Through faith Sarah 
alfo was convinced that fhe 
fhouid be miraculouily blef- 
f.d with a child—and, though 
was now far ady anced 
evond the time of child- 


one 


Epijile 


| 





Chap. x1. 


bearing, the was delivered of 
a fon, becaufe fhe deemed the 
Being who had promifed this 
might be fecurely credited. 

12 Fram one man, there- 
fore, and he too figuratively 
dead, defcended a progeny, 
numerous as the ftars ot hea- 
ven, and infinite as the fands 
upon the fea-fhore. 

13 Thefe all died in the 
firm perfuafion that God 
would accomphih his pro- 
mife—though they themlelves 


thad not enjoyed them—they 
had only been favoured with 


a remote profpect of them— 
they had the ftrongeft con- 
viction of their reality—they 
with tranfport faluted them 


fat a diftance, and confefled 
that they were only ftrangers 


and fojourners upen earth. 

14 Wow they, who mak 
Richy a profeflion as this, pub- 
lickly declaie to the world, 
that it is after a better and 
HR country they afpire. 

§ Had the country, in- 
eed from which they re- 
moved, been the obiect of 
their defire, they might eafily 
have found an opportunity 
of regaining it, 

re But it was for a nobler 
region they breathed theie 
paifionate defires—it was the 
feats of celefiia! bleffednefs — 
wherefore God doth not blaft 
their hope in fhameful difap- 
pointment —- he hath abun- 

dantly 


to tke 


Chap. Yin 


tor ee AcCity: 


17 Through faith Abra-| 
when his affiance in}! 
tsod was brought to the telt, 


ham, 


offered up Tfaac— he, who 
had received the promifes, 
hefitated not to extend his 
only fon upon the altar ! 


¥§ The very penton, did § 
turity, 1 
that his defcendents fhould¢the jon of Pharaoh’s daugh- 
be derived in a feries from | 


this, who was divinely aifured 


Tiaac. 

ro. ie 
ed, fore 
the Being, 
him with this child, was able 


f concluded that 


to reanimate him from death } 


-——a ftate, from which he had, 
figuratively {peaking, 
received him. 

20 Through faith Maac 


nedictions he 
complifhed. 

21 Through faith Jacob 
on his death-bed blefied the 
two fons of Jofeph, and de- 
voutly worfhipped God, re- 
clining on his ftaft. 

22 Throveh faith Jofeph 
in his dying moments ex- 
prefsly mentioned the future 
exodus of the children of if- 


HereBpkErEWwsS. 


dantly evinced that he is their 4 
God, for he hath prepared 


inftantly compli-{ 


who had bleffed | 
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carry his bones along with 
them: | 

23 Through faith Mofes, 
after his birth, was concealed 
three months by his parents, 


i becaufe they faw he was a 
y moft beautiful and amiable 
} infant, and they were not in- 
s timidated by the king’s 


edicc. 

24. Through faith, Mofes, 
being arrived at years of ma- 
refufed to be called 


fer: 

25 chooling rather to fu- 
ftain the fame common mile- 
ries with the people of God 
than to riot in the tranfitory 
enjoyments of vice : 

26 efteeming fuch indig- 


imities as Chrift lupported to 
at firlt § 
j treafures of Egypt — for the 
feye of his faith was fixed on 
lefled Jacob and Efau— } future recompences. | 
fully convinced, that the be- | 
pronounced } 
would in future time be ac-§ 


be nobler riches than all the 


z7 Through faith he quit- 
ted ‘Egypt, not.deterred by 
the paffionate menaces of the 
king—for he fteadily perfit- 
ed in the courfe he had be- 


jgun, asif he had an imme- 


diate diftinét view of that 
Being who ts inviftble. 

28. Through faita he in- 
ftituted the “Paflocer: and 
iprinkled the blood on the 
doors of the Hraelites— thar 
the deftroying angel might 


-yael, and enjoined them to { not touch their firft-born. 


F Asyiocxuev@’, reasoning, 


upon mature refi 


29 Through 


tection concluding. e 
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29 Through faith they 


pafled through the Red-fea 
as if it had been dry land— 
which the Keyptians attempt- 
ing to do were all buried in 
its waves. 

30 Vhrough faith the walls 
of Jericho, Parice they had 
marched round them in {o- 
lemn_ proceffion for feven 
days together, fell prottrate 
on the ground. 

31 Through faith Raab 
the harlot was not involved 
in the common deftruction 
with the difbelieving citizens 
= {ot it was from a 2 ful | con- 
viction of the 1 sle power 


ih 
rrefi 


of God that fhe oavea a triend- 
ly reception to the fpies. 


32 But why fhould I en- 
large ?— It would be endlefs 
to recount every tluftrious 
Xampice, as Gidson,. Barak, 
Sampion, Jephtha, David, 
Solomon, the anticnt pro- 
phets: : 

33 who, through faith, 
fubdued kingdoms, difplay oe 
luftrious virtue, obtained 
divine promites, difarmed the 
rage of lions, 

qe cex inouifhed the moit 
furious flames, efcaped im- 
pending fiwords, aa inabic 
lity were endowed with fuper- 
natural ftreneth, in battle 
were TwIncibie. routed the 
confederated armies of fo- 
reloners : 
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35 women received their 
dead reftored to lite—fome 
of thefe truly eminent  per- 
fons were put to death by 
the moft excruciating torture, 
refufing to purchale their 
lives by any mean compl- 
ances, animated with the pro- 
fpect of an happy refurree- 
t10n. 

36 Others of them were 
loaded with odious names, 
were mangled with icourges, 
were confined in dungeons, 
were fettered in chains, 

37 were overwhelmed with 
ficnes, cut afunder with the 
faw, committed to the fames, 
transfixed with {words, roam- 
ed about in fheep-fkins and 
in goat-{kins, in the moft ne- 
ceffitous, diftreffed, aMlictive 
circumftances. 

38 Glorious patterns of 
xalted virtue, of whom 
this world was not worthy, 
wandered about in unfre- 
quented folitudes, feeking 2 
niferable refuge in the moun- 
tains, in the dens, and in the 
holes cf the earth. 

39 Yet all thefe illuftrious 
perfons, whofe exemplary faith 
in God hath been fo deferved- 
ly renowned, did not pofiels 
thofe promifed bleffings, which 
we Chriftians enjoy, 

40 God having originally 
defigned that we Chriftians 
fhould be bleffed with ad- 


vantages 


Chap. xii. 
vantages fuperior to theirs, 
in order that not ¢hey, but 
that we, might attain con- 
fummate perfection. 


CEAWs 2chk 
: INCE therefore we are 
furrounded with fuch 
a & cloud of witneffes, let us 
throw off every incumbrance, 
and that fin which would * 
entangle and impede our 
{teps, and let us with unre- 
mitting ardour urge our 
courfe towards the deftined 
happy goal, 

2 Ver AeepInNG. Our eyes 
fixed upon Jelus the original 
Introducer and Perfecter of 
our religion—who himlelf to 
fecure the glorious prize of 
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ineffable joy * hung up to his 
view, fubmitted to crucifix- 
lon, generoufly contemning 
every infamy, and is now ex- 
alted to the right hand of the 


throne of the Deity. 


3 For deliberately compare 
in your minds your circum- 
{tances and his, who conflict- 
ed with fuch an inveterate 
oppofition of wicked men all 
confederated againft him, and 
let reflections on his conduc& 
prevent your being languid 
and difpirited. 

4 Your contention in the 
caufe of Chriftanity againft 
the cambined power of a vi- 
cious age hath not as yet ex- 
pofed you to lofs of life. 

5 * Have you forgot thar 
paffage of fcripture, full of 
confolation, in which God 

addrefies 


This form of expreflion eccurs 


by , . ae 
HooSe pucv smmnts, pera on vePGr ssrero weCuy. 


Iliad. “Y. 433, 


“Infequitur xmbus peditum. 


Uueid. He VOts FOS 


® ay 
Oocw ducueveny arvdeny vePEP auDidednev. 
Andron. Rhodii Argon, libs tv. verz3g5. Edi, 
Hoelzlin, Elzev. Lugd. Bat. 1041. 


N46 de worvopuisruo uPGr w 


oreu.oro Oupoura. 


Oppiani Pifc, ib.i. ver. 463. 


» Eumepisaroy, entangle by avrapping round. An allufion to the garments 
of the Greeks which were /owz, and would extangle and impede their eps 


if not throax olf in the race. 


i In the Ofmpc exercifes the prize was hung up in the view of the com- 


batants to fire their emulation, 
k Interrogatively, 


4 4 
Caapiaxi, 


Epifile 


that we may participate the 


224, The 
addrefies you in the character 
of fons ?— “* My fon, do not, holinefs of his character. 
defpife the diicipline of the 11 All chaftifement, in- 
Almighty: nor be difpirited, | deed, for the prefent, is not 
when thou receiveft his cha-yagrecable and pieafing, but 
ftifements : tpaintul and afilictive — but 
6 for whom the Lord lovath : afterwards it produces the 
he correcteth : and every fon, j happy fruits of rectitude and 
who is the objet ct bis affcc-j virtue in thofe who have beer 





tion, feeleth the 
{trokes of his chaftifements.” 

4 If with filtal fubmiffion 
you fupport his chafiifements, 
God conduéts himfelf towards 
you as beloved fons — for 
what fon is there, who hath 
never undergone paternal 
correction ? 

8 If you are exempt from 
this difciptine, with which ali 
his genuine fons are exer- 
cifed, it will follow, that you 
are f{puricus, not legitimate 
children. 

g If to our parents, not- 
withftanding the  difcipline 


they inflicted, we exprelled al 











falutary exercied with this wholefome 


difcipline. 


12 Exert, therefore, in the 
Chriftian race thofe nerves 
that have been relaxed, and 
colleét thofe fpirits, which 


‘have been funk in dejection : 


13 Make a fmooth and 


even path for your fteps, and 


remove every thing that 
would obftruct and retard 
your velocity. 

14 Culrivate and parfue 
univerfal harmony and peace, 


and make continual advances 


; © 


in holinefs, without which 
no one fhall ever fee God! 
15 Diligently watching; 


becoming filial piety and re-} by a careful infpection, that 
verence, ought we not much} none of you apoftatize from 
more to acquiefce with refig-} the gofpel of God — that no 
nation in the correétions of 


the gfeat Father of our im- 
mortal fpirits, and acquire 
everlafting life ! 

10 The corrections of the 
former were only for a very 
fhort period, and were exer- 
cifed as feemed to them moft 
expedient—the /atter corrects 
us for our everlafting good, 


plant of pernicious bitternets 
ipring up among you, and 
infeét numbers with its noxi- 


} ous contagion : 


16 that there be no pro. 
fligate debauchee, or profane 
impious perfon, fuch as itfau 
was, who for one trifling meal 
bartered away all the fignal 
advantages of his birth-night. 

t7 Bor 


Chap. xii. fo the 

17 For you know that 
when he afterwards was very 
defirous to have obtained the 
bleffing, Hfaac repulfed him, 


and 


him with tears. | 

18 For the gofpel doth 
not lead you to a mountain, 
accefflible indeed, but invol- 
ved in flames, inveloped in 
gloom, and lafhed with hor- 
rid {torms : | 

1g and this awful fcene 


ftill heigthened by the loud | 
and § 
with words uttered with fuch { 
that | 
thofe who heard them en-} 
contemptuoufly repulfed him 


clangors of a trumpet, 
tremendous folemnity, 
treated that they might not 


be delivered 
longer : 


20 for they could not bear | 
ro hear what was inculcated | 
upon them tn fo rigorous and § 
| from “heaven to inftrué us ! 


terrific a manner, that fhould 


even a beatt but touch the} 
mountain, it was to be ftoned ] 
to death, or transfixed with | zow he hath declared, 
fonce more I will not only 


| fhake earth, but heaven too.’ 
of fuch dire and frightful! 
horror, that even Mofes him- | 
that he was 
that are thus agitated, as be- 


a dart: 
21 It was a fpectacle full 


felf declared, 
feized with extreme terror, 
and his whole frame fhud- 
dered with trembling : 

22 But under the gofpel 
you are conducted to mount 
Sion, to the city of the living 

VOL: II, 


Ti 
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would not reverfe the | 
benediction he had pronoun-} 
ced, though he importuned § 
}to God the univerfal judge, 


to them any 
ytates on earth ; 





225 
God, the heavenly Jerufalem, 
to myriads of ea 

23 to the aeneral affembly 
and fociety of thofe die nified 
and exalted beings, “whofe 
names are for ever enrolled 
in the volume of immortality, 


to the {pirits of good men, 


iwho have now attained com- 


pleie ee 
24 and to Jefus the Me- 


i diator of the new covenant, 
ithe effufion ef whofe blood 
;doth not call for vengeance 


as that of Abel did. 

25 Be cautious you reject 
not Him, who communicated 
the gofpel to you—for if thofe 
did not pafs unpunifhed, who 


who delivered the civine dic- 
much more 
fhall not we Chriftians efcape 
with impunity, if we wilfully 
difregard him, who defcended 


26 5 “ormerly his voice {hook 


the earth to its center — but 
cé Wet 


27 Now this sla 
once more, plainly indicates 
the total removal of the pune 


ing originally defti ned to this 
fate —in order that thofe 
things which were not foaker 

might re{t for ever on an im- 
moweable bafis. 


Q 


~ 
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28 We Chriftians, there- 
fore, being admutted into a 
kingdom, which 1s eftablifhed 
on an unfbaken foundation, 
Jet us inviolably adhere to the 
cofpel — by means of which 
you are inftructed how to 
ferve the Deity with accept- 
ance in humble and pious re- 
verence. 

29 For our God will throw 
the difobedient finner into 
flames that will utterly con- 
fume him. 


CTPAP. XM. 


1 BFVER continue to che- 
rifh an univerfal love 
for your Chriftian brethren. 

2 Deny not the rites of 
hofpitality to ftrangers — for 
fome have entertained ! angels 
without knowing the dignity 
of their cuetts. 

3 Exprefs that compaffio- 
nate tendernefs for thole who 
are under confinement, as if 
you were their companions 
in wretchednefs — and com- 
miferate the diftreffed and 
affi:cted, as being contcious 
that you are alfo cloathed 
with fratl mortality. 

4 The matrimonial union 
¥s honourable, and an unvio- 
Jated bed—but the debauchee 


The Epifile 


Chap. xii 
and the adulterer God will 
judge. 

5 Let not your temper be 
mercenary and avaricious— 
but be content with your 
prefent condition — for God 
hath dad, “Sl -willetieversde: 
fert thee: I will never aban- 
don thee!” 

6 Animated by this affu- 
rance we may confidently fav, 
The Lord is my helper: | 
will not dread any evils, that 
mortals can inflict upon me. 

7 Maintain a grateful re- 
membrance of your paftors 
who have delivered to you 
the word of God—whofe con- 
{tancy and fidelity do you 
imitate, reflecting on the 
happy iffue of their virtuous 
conduct. 

8 Remember that the king- 
dom of Jefus Chrift will con- 
tinue immutable through all 
the ages of this world. 

Do not veer about with 
the guft of every various and 
novel doctrine — it is good 
that the mind fhould be tho 
roughly eftablifhed in Chri- 
ftianity, and not be fondly 
attached to thoie Jewith ce- 
remonies about  particuler 
kinds of food — trom which 
their ftricteft obfervers have 
derived no folid and uleful — 


improvement. 
10 We 


. hog t f 
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Ilxuvrosos reachoures, emi eu Pass BWOANAS. 


Odi. B. 4856 


Chap. xu. 
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10 We Chriftians have an] as thefe that are delectable to 


altar, of the facred entertain- 
ments of which they have no 
right to participate; who are 
obftinately prepofiefied in fa- 
vour of the mofaic inftitu- 
tions. 

11 For the bodies of thofe 
victims, whofe blood is car- 
ried by the high-prieft into 
the holy of holies to expiate 
cult, are turned to alhes, 
without the encloiure. 

12 Jefus, therefore, in 
order that he might confe- 
crate to himfelf 4 diftinguifh- 
ed people by means of the 
_effufion of his blood, fuffered 
death without the gate. 

v2. Let ustherefore,, fut 
ftaining the fame injurious 
treatment he fupported, go 
torth to him beyond the nar- 
row limits of this world: 

14 for in this life we have 
no permanent city — itis a 
future one we feek. 

15 Whetefore through 
him let us with unremitting 
conftancy offer to God the 
facrifice of praife, celebrating 
his perfections, not with flain 
victims, but with the pious 
acknowledgments of a grate- 
ful heart. 

16 The duties of bene- 
ficence and focial virtue for- 
get not — it is fuch facrifices 
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the Deity. 

17 Obey the admonitions 
of your paltors, and pay a 
ready ee to. their 
direétions ——- for they watch 
over your {suls with anxious 
vigilance, confctous they muft 
cone day be accountable for 
their difcharge of the pafto- 
al ofice—tlet it then be your 
concern that they may give 
in their account with tranf- 
port, and not with bitter 
forrow—this laft would be a 
deplorable circumftance for 
you ! 

18 Let us have a fhare in 
your prayers, for we are ™ 
confident we have a good 
confcience—in every inftance 
defirous to maintain an holy 
and virtuous converfation: 

19 Lurge you to this with 
oreater importunity from the 
profpect of being fooner re- 
{tored to you. 

Zo May God the donor 
of all happineis, who reftored 
from the ftate of the dead 
our Lord Jefus Chritt, the 
fhepherd of the Chriftian 
flock, whofe worth appears 
10:7 Salted in that voluntary 
efufion of his blood, by which 
the everlatting covenant was 
fealed and ratified, | 

21 eftablifh you in the 

Oz practice | 


Who appears @ grea? in 


thedding his blood in confirmation of the everlafting covenant, 
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practice of univerfal virtue, , tranfmitted to you are only 2 
that you may obey his will, | few out of many. 
performing among you, thro? 23 Our brother Timothy 
jelus. Chriit, thofe defigns, | is now fet at liberty — alenge 
which are agreeable to his in- | with whom I will vifit you, 
finite wifdom — To him be}if he fhould arrive here in a 
olory afcribed throughout all } little time. 
the endlefs ages of eternity | 24 Prefent our affectionate 
Amen. remembrance to your pattors, 
22 I beg, my fellow-Chri- } and to all the Chriftians— 
ftians, that you would re-} The Chriftians in Italy em- 
ceive with kindnefs and can- | brace you. 
dour thefe admonitions, asf 25 May the divine favour 
the directions I have now!ever attend you all! Amen. 
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CELAP:. I. this fevere teft will naturally 
te you with conftancy 
I AMES, a fervant of § and fortitude : 
God, and of our Lord $ = 4. and let this virtue of pa- 
Jefus Chrift, affectio- { tience and fortitude under 
nately withes every felicity to | fufferines be difplayed by you 
the twelve tribes in their dif- jin its ultimate extent, that 
perfion. nothing may be wanting to 
2 My Chriftian brethren, | your complete attainment of 
efteem it matter of the higheit } Chriftian perfection °. 
exultationandtranfport, when{ 5 H any of you ts deficient 
your religion involves you in { in knowledge, let him implore 
a variety of trials and fuffer- } the fupreme Source of wifdom 
ings: to fupply his defects, who 
3 perfaaded, that your flavifhes his bleflings with a 
principles being brought to [liberal and unenvious hand— 
and 
° His argument is very beautiful and juit, as if nothing but fortitude 


and conflancy were wanting to the attainment of confuimmate perfection in 
Chriftian virtue, 


Chap. 1, 
and the Parent of light will 
illuminate his imperfect un- 
derftanding. 

6 But let his petitions to 
the Deity flow from a full 
conviction of his exiftence 
and perfe¢tions —- and not 
proceed from the leaft doubt 
and hefitation about thefe 
ereat truths— for the ? mind 
that fluctuates with hefitation 
and dubious uncertainty is 
like the vague and unfteady 
furface of the ocean, which 
is thrown into commotion, 
and agitated by every wind 
that blows. 

7 Let not that perfon, 
whofe bofom is perplexed 
with doubts and difficulties, 
fondly imagine he fhall ob- 
tain any acceflions of know- 
ledge and happine(s from that 
Being, whofe bounty he im- 
pioufly queftions. 

8 A man of this duplicity 
and irrefolution is, through- 
out the whole of his actions, 
perpetually the fport of ca- 
price and inconfi{tency. 

g Let the Chriftian, who 
fills an humble and obfcure 
itation, exult in the elevation 
which Chriftianity hath given 
him: 
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1o and let the rich and 
opulent Chriftian giory itn 
that depreffion and indigen~e, 
to which he is reduced by «: 
attachment to his religion: 
For the rich man and 
riches are as tranfient 
momentary as a prec: 
fhort-lived flower : 

11 The fun rifes, attains 
his meridian, darts his fcorch- 
ing beams upon it, its nuzri- 
ment is exhaufted, its {tem 
is parched and dried, its beau- 
teous variegated leaves lan- 
suifh and drop, and its once 
vivid colours are loft for ever 
—thus fading and tranfitory 
are the opulent and their opu- 
lence, 

12 Happy the Chriftian, 
who meets afflictions and fut- 
ferings with fortitude !— for 
his virtue having illuftrioufly 
ftood this teft, and triumphed 
over every human oppofition, 
the judge will encircle his 
temples with that glorious 
wreath of immortality, which 
God hath promifed to dif- 
penfe to all his fincere and 
virtuous votaries. 

§—13 Let no perfon, 
when he is folicited to per- 
petrate ary thing criminal, 
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me to commit this”—for the 
mind of the Divinity is un- 
contaminated with vice, nei- 
ther does he feduce any man 
into guilt. 

14 But then, and then 
only, is every perfon tempr- 
ed, when he follows the lead | 
of his own fenfual appetites, 
and fuffers himfelf to be pre- 
vailed upon by the ¢ blandifh- 
ment of his irregular defires 
and affections. 

15 The fenfual appetite 
having, in this manner only, 
become pregnant with the 
feeds of guilt, is afterwards 
delivered of vice — and vice, 
having attained its full ma- 
turity, generates eternal 
death. 

§—16 My dear Chriftian 
brethren, let no perfon feduce 
you into fatal errors. 


© AcacxspeuS- 
fifhes that are allared by the bait. 


Ciem. Alexandrinus, p. 1. Edit. Paris. 1629. 
Divinus Plato efcam malarum appellat 
voluptatem, quod ea vidclicet homines capiantur, ut hamo pifces. 
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Chap. 1, 

17 ' Every bleffing we en- 
joy, and every diftineuifhed 
felicity we tafte, is derived 
trom a celeftia! fource, and 
defcends to us from the great 
Parent of light, who emits 
from himielf a moft pure and 
permanent radiance, fubyect 
1 to no * variation, lable to na 
| obf: Surity or the ‘leat diminu- 
tion. 

18 Prompted folely by his 
effential benevolence, he hath 
informed us with new life, 


by means of the facred truths 


of the gofpel—that we might 
be the firlt fruits of his new 
moral creation. 

19 Wherefore, my dear 
fellow-Chriftians, let every 
man be prompt to hear, deli- 
berate in fpeaking, not prone 
to paffion : 

20 for the paffion of man 
doth not promote that fanc- 
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A beautiful and expreffive word, frequently applied to 


I3ur Deazagas, he allured the fith. 
Plato, in Timeo, calls pleafure 


Cicere 


This 18 an elegant hexameter 
now loft. 
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Thefe are aftronomical terms. 


ATOTHIATHA, fhadar ; 
See Strabo’s firft book 
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Chap. i. 
tity and holinefs which God 
requires. 

21 Diveft yourfelves, there- 
fore, of every criminal habit, 
and of every depraved affec- 
tion, and liften with lenity 
and candour to the revealed 
do¢trine of facred truth, which 
will infallibly fecure the ever- 
Jafting falvation of your fouls. 

22 But let thele divine 
principles {bine in your catly 
practice, and be not the mere 
nominal profefiors of them— 
a moft wretched and fatal 
felf-delufion ! 

23 For he, who is a mere 
auditor, and not an obferver, 
of thefe heavenly truths, is 
like a man, who gazes upon 
his reflected image in a mir- 
ror. 

24. He takes a tranfient 
furvey of his perfon — mixes 
again with the world — and 
inftantly forgets the form and 


features he hath juft been | 


Mi 


fondly admiring. 

25 But he who hath at- 
tained a clear and intimate 
perception: of «the * perfect 
law of complete liberty, and 
makes it the invariable rule 
of his condu¢t, this perion, 
not being a fupine and inat- 
tentive hearer, but a conftant 
obferver of the duties it pre- 
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feribes, fhall in reward of his 
uniform practice and obe- 
dience be finally recompenfed 
with an happy immortality. 

26 lf any perfon among 
you aflumes an appearance of 
fingular fanctity, while at the 
fame time he is not able to 
curb and govern his tongue— 
all this man’s extraordinary 
pretenfions to religion are 
abfurd and vifionary. 

27 The only religion, which 
is pure and genuine, and 
which God the fupreme Fa- 
ther regards as taultlefs and 
perfect, confiftsin a charita- 
ble? fuperintendence and guar- 
dianfhip of the orphan and 
widow in their diftreffes, 
and keeping one’s felf un- 
polluted with the vices of the 
world. 


Y dear fellow-Chri- 
{tians, let not your 
proteffion of the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift our glorious Go- 
vernour be accompanied with 
partiality and perifonal pre- 
pofieffions. 

2 For fhould there enter 
into your aflembly a perfon 
arrayed in a magnificent and 
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fplendid drefs, with a bril- 
hiant diamond fparkling on 


his hand — and thould there 
enter, at the fame time, a 
man in a mean and iordid 
habits 


3 Your eyes being inftant- 
ly attracted by the ‘luftre of 
this fuperb veft, fhould you 
immediately introduce the 
perfon thus fumptuoufly ha- 
bited into the beft feat ut 
turning to the poor man, con- 
temptuoufly fay to him — 
ftand you there—or—fie you 
here under my footftool. 

4 Is not this a flagrant 





partiality in you? — Is not | 


this a criminal conduct, which 
your minds, at the fame time, 
energy condemn ? 

5 Confider, my dear fel- 


lowe Chri@ians, ferioufly con- J 


fSder, hath noc God Giitin- 
eulfhed with evangelical blet- 
fings the poor and indigent 
in this life—indigent, indeed, 
in worldly circumftances, but 
pofleffing the inexhauftible 
treafures of the golpel, and 
the deftined happy heirs of 
that ailluftrious kingdom, 
which God hath promifed to 
thofe who love him? 

6 And yet you can treat 
the poor man with contempt 
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Chap. i, 
and contumely !—Do not the 
rich and great domineer and 
tyrannize over you P— Don’t 
they with unfecling cruelty 
and injuftice drag you before 
courts of judicature P 

7 Don’c they load with 

every opprobrious infult and 
calumny that glorious and 
honourable name you bear? 

8 Were your conduct per- 
fecttly contormable to that 
fupremely excellent and “ 
capital maxim — Thou thalt 
love thy neighbour as thyfelr 
f—your behaviour would be 
f irreproachable : 

g but fince you make odi- 
fous partial diftinctions be- 
F tween one perfon and another, 
jyour demeanour is highly 
icriminal, and you ftand con- 
victed by the law as having 
f violated your duty. 
1} «io For he, who fho 
funiformly oblerve the whole 
jaw in. its wltumateextent, 
fand yet wilfully infringe «a 
ifingle precept, doth wickedly 
violate the authority of hin: 
by whom the whole fyttem 
was enacted : 

11 For the fame autho- 
rity, which prohibited adui- 
tery, prohibited murder —but 
though you are not guilty of 
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Chap. i. 
debauchery, yet if you per- 
petrate murder, you become 
2 tranfgreffor of the law. 


12 Do you fo regulate all ; 


your words, and all your ac- 
tions, as thofe, who will fi- 
nally be judged for your con- 
formity or nonconformity to 
that divine religion which 
hath vindicated us into com- 
plete liberty. 

13 At that tribunal no 
compaffion will be extended 
to him who once lived a 
{tranger to compaffion— but 
in that folemn day the mer- 


ciful and benevolent fhall. 


exult and triumph *. 
§—14 Or what advantage 
i3.1t for any perfon to fay— 


t am endowed with faith— : 


if at che fame time he be de- 
ae 
fitute of good works — Can 


a mere {peculative principle ; 
1 of mine in this manner. 


entitle him to falvation ? 

15 Should a Chriftian of 
either fex prefent themfelves 
before you, emaciated with 
tamine, clad in a wretched 
and fordid habit, totally de- 
{titute of the daily neceffaries 
of life: 

16 and fhould you thus 
accoft thefe miferable fpec- 
tacles — Depart, and may 
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every felicity attend you! 
We affectionately wifh your 


! fhivering limbs may be de- 


fended trom the cold, and 
your extreme hunger abun- 
dantly fatisfied—and you thus 
difmifs them without con- 
tributing any thing to foften 
the rigour of their wretched- 
nefs— Would thefe fair empty 


| profeffions of yours be of any 


fervice to them ? 

17 Juft fuch is faith when 
unaccompanied with good 
works — feparate from thefe 
it is a dead unanimating ufe- 
lefs principle. 

13 But my opponent will 
here fay — ‘* I have faith — 
and you have works’— Ma- 
nifeft then, I reply, the ge- 
nuinenefs of your faith by 
works of virtue — as I fhall 


myfelf difplay the fincerity 


19 You believe, for ex- 
ample, in the unity of God 
-—Undoubtedly you are right 
—but what merit is this P— 
the demons themfelves be- 
lieve in the divine exiltence, 
and fhudder with horror at 
the ¥ thought. 

20 Art thou, O vain mor- 
tal! averfe to learn, that faith, 

con- 


* Kataxavyaras cates xpicews. Mercy will then glory aad exult amidft 


the feiemnities of judgment. 


y From a reflection, that though xv under confinement, yet there will 
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confidered abitractedly from 
good works, isa dead and 
infignificant thing ? 

21 Was not Abraham, 
our illuftrious ancefttor, ho- 
noured by the Deity with di- 
ftinguifhed privileges in con- 
fequence folely of his works, 
when in obedience to the di- 
vine injunction he offered up 
his only fon upon the altar ? 

22 You fee, in this fignal 
inftance, how the faith he 
repofed in God influenced his 
aétions, and how eminently 
his faith was perfected by his 
ative obedience. 

23 And the {cripture was 
now fully verified, which 
faith— ‘* Abraham believed 
God, and it was accounted 
to him for righteoutnefs, and 
he was denominated the friend 
of God. 

24 From which this con- 
clufion evidently refults, That 
it is good works, and not faith 
folely, that will entitle a man 
to final falvation. 

25 Was not Raab the nar- 
lot alfo refcued from the ge- 
neral deftruction of her city 
in confequence folely of her 
good works—when fhe enter- 
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Chap. iii. 
tained the {pies, and facili- 
tated their eicape ? 

¢6 For as an human body, 
when uninformed with lite, is 
only a torpid and inert mats 
of fenfelefs matter — jult fo 
faith, waconnefed with good 
works, is a dead unanimated 


principle. 
Chia ake 


I O not you, my bre- 
thren, in fuch num- 
bers, affect the character of 
public teachers and inftruc- 
tors —— perfuaded that a vio- 
lation of this arduous ftation 
will finally expofe us to a 
more dire and dreadful pu- 
nifhment. ° 
2 For in many initances 
we all of us infringe our duty 
—he who has attained a due 
covernment over his words, 
that perfon has acquired a 
very exalted degree of per- 
fection— fuch an one is able 
to rein in and controul all his 
animal appetites and fenfual 
afteftions. 
Into the mouth of the 
2 {teed the fkill of mortals 
hath inferted the bit, by which 
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his impetuofity is reftrained | bric a * little fare involves in 
and broken, and by which; flames! *. 


his whole robuft and im- 
menfe body is flexibly guided 
and turned. 

4 Ships too, \thouzh of 
fuch a vaft and enormous 


fize, and which are agitated ! 
and toffed at the mercy of 


furious blafts, are yet by a 
very {mall rudder fteered and 
directed to what port foever 
the pilot deftines them. 

5 Juft fo the tongue is but 
a {mall and inconfiderable 
member in the human fyftem, 
yet what boundlefs and exor- 
bitant boafts it utters! Be- 
hold! what an immenfe fa- 


6 The tongue is a wild 
and furious fire— the tongue 
is a world of iniquity — the 
tongue, though fo diminutive 
a member, infeéts with its 
poilonous contagion the whole 
moral fyftem — the tongue 
throws into rapid flames the 
> wheel of human life — and 
was itfelf firft kindled from 


infernal fires. 
ror every fpecies of 


7 
nae of birds, of reptiles, 


and even the ferocity of fea 
animals, both in the prefent, 
and in the paft ages, hath 
been © tamed by human kind. 
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Vavite Iti, properat curfu 
Vita citato, volucrique die 
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8 But the rage and fierce- 
nefs of the tongue will ever 
defy mortal ability to footh 
and foften—it is an evil 1m- 


poflible to be reftrained and 


quelled — it is replete wich ; 


deadly poifon. 

9 By it do we utter prayers 
and praifes to the Divinity, 
our fupreme Parent — by it 
do we pour execrations upon 
our fellow-creatures, who are 
formed in his image! 

10 Out of the fame mouth 
proceed the effufions of piety 
and the bitterne/s of impreca- 
tion! —What an enormoully 
criminal inconfiltency 1s this, 
my brethren! 

11 Doth a fountain emit 
fweet and bitter water from 
the fame fource? 

12 Cana fig-tree, my bre- 
thren, bear olives, or, a vine 
bear figs? as impoflible, as 
the falutary and intalutary 
{tream to flow from the fame 
fountain. 

§—13 Is there any perfon 
among you poffefled of fupe- 
rior knowledge and under- 
ftanding ? — let him difplay 
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Chap. iif, 
the genuinenefs of his attain- 
ments by a life of uniform 
virtue, and by an unaffuming 
meeknefs and candcur. 

14 But if you mutually 
indulge and cherifh bitter 
difcords and virulent animo- 
fities in your hearts, exult 
not in your knowledge—your 
pretences to truth and wifdom 
are falfe and delufory. 

15 A wifdom, which can 
prompt and inftigate to fuch 
principies, and fuch a con- 
duét as this, is not derived 
from a celeftial original— it 
is earthly, fenfual, devilifh. 

16 Becaufe where rancour 
and animofity reign, there is 
anarchy, confufion, and every 
atrocious and deftructive evil. 

17 But that wifdom, which 
is of heavenly origin is chafte, 
is the parent of harmony, is 
candid and moderate, is mild 
and objfequious, is replete 
with mercy and benignity, is 
free from partiality, free from 
affectation. 

18 And the feeds, which 
produce the fair fruits of vir- 
tue and harmony, are fown 
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Chap. iv. 
by thofe who cultivate thefe 
amiable qualities. 


GHAP. IV. 
I Hence arife thofe 
wars and battles, 
in which you fo furioufly en- 
cage ?—Have they not their 
fource in thofe depraved ap- 
petites and paffions which 
conflict in your bofoms ? 

2 You are paffionate for ¢ 
liberty, but cannot regain it 
—you embrue your hands in 
blood, and cherifh the bitter- 
eft refentments, yet you can- 
not acquire it — you fight 
battles; and kindle the flames 
of war, yet you enjoy not 
this bleffing, becaufe you do 
not yourfelves pioufly folicit 
it from the Almighty. 

3 You do, indeed, implore 


this bleffing, but you are not. 


put into the poffeffion of it, 
becaufe the petitions you pre- 
fer to heaven fer it proceed 
from depraved minds that 
would expend it in the pur- 
fuit of every criminal fenfua- 
lity and indulgence. | 
§—4 Ye adulterers, and 
adultereffes, know you not, 
that a {tate of friendfhip with 
a profligate world is a ftate 
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of hoftility againft God ?— 
He who commences the friend 
of avicious world, commences 
the foe of God. 

5 Doth the {feripture re- 
monftrate, think you, with- 
out any juft caufe againit fuch 
principles as thefe ? Doth the 
holy Spirit, which refideth in 
us, inftigate us to envy one 
another ? 

6 That Spirit fheweth us 
greater favour— agreeable to 
the following declaration in 
{cripture— ‘“* The Almighty 
oppofeth the proud, but im- 
parts his favour to the hum- 
ble.” 

7 Refign yourfelves, there- 
fore, to the Almighty with 
placid fubmiffion—Defeat the 
attacks of the falfe accufer, 
and he will ceafe to affail 
you. ) 

8 Approach the Divinity, 
and he wil] vouchfafe you his 
propitious prefence—Acquire 
purity of mind, ye finners, 
and fanctity of heart, ye in- 
fincere : 

g lament and deplore your 
crimes with the deepeft re- 
morfe and compunéction—let 
your chearfulnefs be convert- 
ed into forrow, your joy into 
the * moft abject griet. 

10 With the profoundeft 
~ humility 


d The Jews a/wvays fupported the Roman yoke with great reluctance, 
but at this time efpecially were inflamed with the moft vehement patlion 


to regain their /:berty, 
* Karna. 


See Foflephus. 
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humility proftrate yourfelvesythe next is utterly diffipated 
before the Almighty, and he f and loft! 
will raile and forgive you. 15 Inftead of this foolith 

rr My fellow Chriftians, { prefumption your Janguage 
do not propagate calumnies j ought to be — ** With the 
one again{t another—he who {divine permiffion, if life is 
publickly fixes a note of in- { mercifully continued, we wil 
tamy upon his Chriftian bro- | engage in fuch and fuch a 
ther, and cenfures his bro- puriuit. 
ther, doth, in effect, reproach 16 But now you vainly 
the Chriftian law, and con-;exult in your arrogant confi- 
demn the authority that en- }dence — fuch exultation as 
acted it—but if you thus, in- [this is highly criminal. 
directly, cenfure the Chriftian 17 He, who 3s acquaint- 
law, you no longer merit cofed with his duty, and yet 
be ftiled a virtuous obferver} wilfully viclates it, his guile 
of it, but a magifterial judge j is highly ageravated. 
of it. 

12 There is one great law- 


giver who is able to fave the CH AV acy. 

foul and to deftroy it — who 

art thou who arrogantly pre-} 1 Ye, who are in opu- 
fumeft to pafs fentence on thy lent circumftances, 
Chriftian brother ? for I now addrcfs myfelt to 


§—13  Wrar impious: you, deplore in piercing ac- 
prefumption is there in the? cents of grief and forrow the 
following language — ‘** To-: miferies that are * now im- 
day, or to-morrow, we will pending over you. 
certainly travel to fuch a par- 2 Your once fhining heaps 
cicular city — we will refide} are covered with ruft; and 
there an year, will devote | your fumptuous robes are the 
ourlelves to commerce; and] prey of moths. 
accumulate wealth.” 3 Your piles of gold and 

14 Alas! you know noc] filver are cankered ; and their 
what events to-morrow’s fun tcanker fhal! proclaim to the 
may fee! for what ts the life] world your wickednefs — for 
of mortals ? — itis a light]it fhall invade your bodies 
fantaftic vapour, which ap-] like an inextinguifhable flame 
pears for one moment, and’— You have accumulated 

treafures 
¢ Fhe deflrudiion of Jerufalem. 


Cnap. v. 
treafures at the immediate 
clofe of the Jewifh polity. 

4 Behoid! the wages you 
contracted to pay thofe poor 
unhappy labourers who reap- 
ed your rich harvefts, but of 
which with unfeeling hearts 
you have defrauded them, cry 
again{t you— but the doleful 
cries of thefe unfortunate 
wretches have reached the 
ears of that Being who will 
avenge the opprefied. 

5 You have traverfed a gay 
circle of luxury and fentual 


pleafure — and each day with | 


you hath paffed like the fo- 
lemn and joyous feftival. 

6 It was you who capitally 
condemned, it was you who 
murdered that‘ holy Perfon 
— Is he not now drawing up 
his armies in ® array againit 
you? 

§—7 Wart, my Chriftian 
brethren, the glorious advent 
of our Lord in patient ex- 
pectation — the hufbandman 
waits the golden harveft with 
rehiened compofure — com- 
mitting his feed to the ground, 
and brooding over it with in- 
vincible patience till it receive 
the early and latter rains. 

8 Do you cherifh, my bre- 
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thren, the fame patient com- 
pofure, and arm your minds 
with intrepid fortitude and 
fteadinefs—for the coming of 
our Lord is at hand. 

g Do not, my brethren, 
mutually indulge murmuring 
and repining thoughts, left 
you juftly expofe yourfelves 
to condemnation — Behold ! 
the judge ftandeth before the 
door | 

10 Propofe, my _ fellow- 
Chriftians, as a pattern for 
your imitation the inflexible 
conftancy and invincible pa- 
tience of thofe antient pro- 
phets, who were inveited with 
a divine commiffion. 
it We ftile thofe happy 
who meet their fufferings with 
intrepidity —You have heard 
of the patience of Job, and 
you are no ftrangers to the 
final deliverance he received 
from that Being, who is in- 
finitely compaffionate and be- 
nign. 

12 Suffer me earneftly to 
entreat you, my fellow-Chri- 
{ftians, to abftain from al! 
oaths—calling neither heaven. 
nor earth to witnefs your ve- 
racity, or ufing any other 
form of adjuration whatever 
—but 


I owe this criticifm to the late learned and 
It appears from feveral paffages in this 


Epife, that the trowbles in Judea were begun when ¢his Epiftle was writ- 


ten. 


Taso, artitascw, arvtimapatasse, are military terms, and fignify to 
arrange, marfoal and di/pofe an army. 
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—but let your converfation 
be conducted with the great- 
eft plainnefs, ufing only a 
fimple affirmation or denial 
—left you juftly incur the di- 
vine difpieafure. 

13 Is any of you over- 
whelmed in forrow? let him 
fupplicate God in prayer — 
Is any infpired with chearful- 
nefs? let its effufions flow in 
facred odes. 

14 Doth any labour under 
a dangerous indifpofition ? let 
him fend for the fenior Chri- 
ftians, and let them pray over 
him, after having anointed 
him with oil according to the 
exprefs ® direction of Chrift : 

15 and their prayer, flow- 
ing from a mind fully per- 
fuaded of his powerful ener- 
gy, fhall effect his recovery, 
and the Lord Jefus fhall in- 
ftantaneoufly reftore him to 
perfect healch, and if he hath 
been guilty of any immora- 
lity, it fhall be forgiven him. 

16 Confefs your crimes 
one to another, and pray one 
for another, that the difor- 
ders inflicted upon you for 


h See JZark, chap. 
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your criminal irregularities 
may be removed—The prayer 
of a good man, flowing from 
an immediate impulfe of the 
fpirit, hath the greateft effi- 
cacy. 

17 Elias, for example, wag 
compofed of the fame perifh- 
ing materials as ourfelves, yet 
he implored the Almighty 
with great fervency that ic 
might not rain—his prayer 
was heard, and no rain fel 
upon the land for three years 
and an half. | 

18 He prayed a fecond 
time, and the rain diftilled in 
refrefhing fhowers, and the 
earth was clothed with ‘its 
wonted verdure and fertility. 

19 My fellow-Chriftians, 
if any among you deviate 
from the truth, and another 
reconduct him into the path 
he had relinquifhed : 

20 let {uch an one know, 
that he, who reclaims a fin- 
ner from his fatal error, will 
refcue a foul from eternal 
deftruction, and prove the 
happy means of cancelling 
its numerous crimes, 


Vissi. 


Bat 
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i ETER an apoftle 
of Jefus Chrift, to the 

“ Chriftian ftrangers in 
their dif iperfion in the feveral 
recions of Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Minor Afia, and 
Bithynia : 

2 who, in purfuance of 
the ériginal defign of God 
the fupreme Father, have been 
diftinguifhbed with ‘fig gna] pri- 
vileges by having the felect 
sifts of the Spirit imparted 
to you — in order that you 
fhould obey the gofpel, and 
have your minds figuratively 
{prinkled with the efiufion of 
the blood of Jeius Chrift — 
May every favour and felici- 
ty, in the ampleft meafure, 
be difpenfed to you! 

3 For ever bleffed be the 
God and Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, who, prompted 
by his immtenfe compaffion, 
hath tranflated us into a new 
ttate of being, having en- 

xindled in our bofoms the 
rae hope of an happy 
immortality, by means of the 
refurrection of Jefus Chrift 
From the dead! — | 

4. making us the expectants 
of an happinefs undiminifh- 

Vou. 21. 


4] 


ed, unpolluted, unfading — 
referved in the celeftial re- 
gions for you, 

5 who, in confequence of 
your reception of Chriftiani- 
ty; are, by the powerful pro- 
tection ef God, guarded and 
fuperintended, in order that 
you may finally attain this 
felicity, which fhall be moft 
glorioufly conferred at the 
confummation of ali things : 

6 Inthe poffeffion of nich 

leffednefs you will then exult 
and triuns oh, though, at pre- 
fent, in this tran Gene life you 
confi, for a little while, 
with a variety of forrows and 
fufferings — with which it is 
highly proper you fhould be 
exercifed, 

7 in order that, as the pu- 
rity of gold, and other perifh- 
ing metals, are effayed by 
the fire ; ; fo your principles, 
which are of infinitely fupe- 
rior worth, being brought to 
this teft and proved genuine, 
micht finally fecure the high- 
eft ‘praifes, honours, and ac-~ 
clamations at the glorious 
advent of our Lord Jefus 
Chritt, 

8 which divine Pertfon, 
though you never perfonally 
knew, is yet the object or 

Kw your 
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your fove— and though you; down upon them from hea- 
do not now behold him,: yet } ven—tranfactions fo aftonith- 
fully convinced of his divine!ing and fublime, even the 
miffion and character, you {angels themfelves indulge an 
exult with glorious and in-fardent paffion intimately to 
effable tranfports. explore. 

g perfuaded that the vir- 13 Having your minds, 
tuous belief of his gofpel will! therefore, fortified with the 
finally refult tn the falvation | powerful energy of thefe prin- 
of your fouls. ciples, and exercifing a con- 

10 Concerning which fal-{ftant vigilance, do you ever 
vation, the antient prophets, ?continue to cherifh the ani- 
who predicted the gracious} mating hope of that glcrious 
difpenfatton you embrace, reward, that will be confer- 
indulged many anxious andjred upon you at the appear- 


follicitous enquiries, guce of telus Chit. 
11 diligently exploring and{ — 14 Behave as obedient and 
revolving in their minds what} dutiful children — not con- 


particular time, and what} forming to thofe fenfual in- 
particular circumftances of dulgences, in which you were 
time, the Spirit of Chrift, | formerly funk in your ftate of 
which infpired them, did fof deplorable ignorance : 
{tronely indicate, when it} 15 but do you copy the 
previoufly attefted to them example of God, the origina! 
the fufferings of the Meffiah, | author of your religion, and 
and the illuftrious honours, | be irreproachable in the whole 
to which, in confequence of fof your conduct : 
them, he would be exalted. 16 becaufe it is written —- 
12 To them it was ex-|** Be ye holy, for [am holy.” 
plicitly revealed, that they{ 17 And fince you invoke 
themfelves were not to be in-}the fupreme Father of © the 
terefted in thefe grand events} univerle, who will, with an 
— their miniftrations were | unbiaffed impartiality, judge 
calculated for you — and the} every individual according to 
blefiings they predicted have] his refpective actions, do you 
been clearly exhibited before} {pend your tranfitory exift- 
you by thofe who publifhed}ence in this vain life in @ 
the joyful tidings of the gof-} cautious dread of incurring 
pel, and were endowed with} his difpleafure ; 
thofe fpiritual gifts, which in} 18 confcious that you were 
copious effufion were poured |not redeemed from thefe oe 
| and 


Chap. ii. 


mitted down to you trom 


filver, 


ana lmimackinte 


appointed to be the Saviour 
ot the wor!d before the foun- 


in thefe laft ages for the ever- 
lafting benefit cf you, | 
21 who, by means of his 


zofpel, are eftablifhed in the | 
belief of the one true God, | 


who raifed his dead body ] 


from the grave, and confer- 
red upon him the moft illu- 
ftrious honours, in order that 
your confidence and hope in 
God, with regard to your 
own future felicity, might 


won. 


22 Asthen you have pu- | 
rified your minds from moral |} 
it tafted the deleétable fweetneis 
! lof the religion of Jefus: 
was ratified by the effufion of | 


defilement by your obfervance 
of that fyftem of truth, which 


the Spirit, and which was 
calculated to promote mutual 


in a fincere virtuous bofom, 
the molt intenfe love and af- 
fection for one another, 


3) sae eb 
and fenfelefs abfurdities tran | 





23 fince you have been in- 


| formed with new lite, derived 
your anceftors, with fordid | 


perifhing heaps of go.d or] 


net from mortal, but from 
immiortal feed, by means of 


j that divine revelation, which 
1g but witha price cf in-| 
Gnitely fuperior value, even} 
the effution of Chritt’s blood, | 
who devoted himielf to the} 
ficrifice, as a victim fpotlefs | 


iS tO Maintain its validity and 
duration for ever. | 

24 For mortal life is as 
tranhent as the herbage of 
the field, and all the {plen- 


}dour of man as momentary 
zo Who was originally { 


as the gay flower — the her- 


| bage fades; the Lower droops 
jand dies; 

dation of it was laid—but his | 
mifion hath been difpiayed | 


25 but the explicit decla- 
rations of God are for ever 


i durable and permanent—and 
Fthofe are his exprefs decla- 


rations which have been pub- 
lifhed among you. 

Cuap. ii, 1 For ever 
abandoning, therefore, all 


}vicé, fraud, hypocrify, and 
i detraction, 


2 do you, lke new-born 


finfants, imbibe the rational 


unadulterated milk of the 


| Chriftian inftitution, thar by 


reftt on an unfhaken founda- Pthis nutriment your moral 


growth may be continually 
advancing, 
3 fince you have already 


4 with whom connecting 
yourlelves as the grand foun- 


| dation-ftone, rejected, indeed, 


benevolence, do you cherifh,} by men, but by the Deity 


highly diftinguifhed and infi- 
nitely honoured, 
5 do you alfo, as felect 
K 2 fiones 
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ftones fupported on this grand 
bafis, rife into a glorious fpi- 
ritual dome, and constitute 
a facred order of priefts, oc- 
cupied in the immolation of 
{piritual victims, highly grate- 
ful to the Divinity thro’ “Telus 
Chriit. 

6 For the feripttire declares 

—‘* Behold! I lay in Sion a 
erand foundation - {tone of 
diftinguifhed excellence and 
immenfe value: and the hope 
of him who buiids upon this 
folid bafis fhall not be difap- 
pointed.” 

7 On you, therefore, who 
embrace tis gofpel, is confer- 
red this fignal honour — but 
to thofe who refeé it, the fol- 
lowing paffage is juftly ap- 
plicable—** The flone, which 
the builders rejected, is be- 
come the grand corner-ftone 
to confolidate and unite the 
building”? — but it is a ftone 
on which men ftumble and 
fale 

8 I mean thole, who fun- 
ble at Chriftianiry, and obfti- 
nately renounce it — thereby 
expoling themielves to a pu- 
nifhmenct their conduct juttly 
merits. 

g But you, Gentiles, are 
now a {elect community, 
a polity, in which the regal 
and facerdotal office is united, 
a facred fociety, a peculiarly 
diftinguifhed conftitution and 
body —- being invefted with 
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thefe fublime privileges, in 
order that you fhould cele- 
brate the glorious perfections 
of that Bones who cauted 
you to emerge out of gloomy 
darknefs into the amazing 
Gea ae and effulgence of 
is gofpel : 

10 You, who formerly 
were ot his people, but are 
mow commenced the diftir- 
eulihed people of God— you, 
who formerly were of com- 
niferated, but are sec be- 
come the obrects of compa!- 
fron. 

§—rzr My dear fellow- 
Chriftians, £ importunately 
entreat you as beings, whole 
refidence in this’ world is fu- 
oitive and tranfient, that you 
would refrain from indulging 
thofe fenfual afections, which 


rebel acainft the rationa! 
powers. 
12 Be careful to exhibit 


before the Heathens a faid 
example of uniform virtue — 
that the calumnies, with 
which they now afperfe you a3 
wicked and immoral wretches, 
may be converted into rap- 
turous {trains of praife to 
God, when they narrowly 
infpeét your lives, and inti- 
mately furvey your regular 

and irreproachable conduct. 
13 Let your Chriftian 
principles engage you to yield 
a fubmiffive obedience to 
every civil conftitution — 
whethez 
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whether it be to the Roman: 
emperour, as the fupreme 
fovereign : 

14 or to fubordinate go- 
vernours, as thofe authorized 
and commifficned by him to 
infli€& condign punifhment 
upon the immoral, and to 
applaud and reward the vir- 
tuous. 

15 For it is the will of 
God that you fhould, by an 
uniform lite of fteady virtue, 
refute and filence the objec- 
tions of ignorant and injudi- 
cous infidels. 

16 Regard yourfelves as 
tree — yet hold not up this 
liberty as a fpecious mafk of 
wickednefs—but though you 


are in the poficflion of Chri- § 


{tian Jiderty, confider your- 
jelves as the devoted /ervazts 
of God. 

17 Pay 2 becoming defe- 
rence to all men — love your 
fellow-Chriftians—revere the 
Deity— obey the Emperour. 

—18 Suaves, pay the 
moft dutiful fubjeétion and 
reverence to your mafters-— 
not merely to the kind and 
humane, but to the peevifh 
and morofe : 

1g for God furveys with 


of PETER. 


a 
approbation the behaviour of 
that perfon, who from a prin- 
ciple of confcience meets in- 

jurious treatment and unde- 
ferved fufferings with con- 
ftancy and fortitude, 

20 Would you acquire 
any reputation by fuppor':>; ce 
with inflexible refolution pet 
nifhments your crimes jultiy 
merited ? —- But when you 


fuffer cruel and inhuman 
treatment for doing your 
duty, and fuftain it with 


patient compofure and true 
greatnefs of mind, fuch a be- 
haviour the Deity views with 
complacence. 

21 It is to this tolerance 
of injurious treatment that 
your religion calls you — for 
Chrift alfo fupported the moft 
dire fufferings for your bene- 
fit— herein exhibiting before 
you a pattern for your imita- 
tion : 

22 His life was perfect 
virtue and innocence : 
fincerity ever flowed froin his 
lips : 

23 When he was injuri- 
oufly afperted, he did not re- 
criminate— when he fuffered 
the moft inhuman indignities, 
he uttered no menaces, but 

a. With 


1 The Greek writers file the Roman Emperors Basines. Teperato Cxsincss 
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with placid compofure refign-j conduct of their conforts, 


ed himtelf to the fupreme Sak 
righteous judge : 

24 He ijuffered in his per 
fon on the crofs the laft Aiacls 
ties that the wickednefs of 
men could inflict -—— fubmit- 
ting to this dire fcene, in or- 
ao that we fhould be totally 
dead to vice, and folely alive! 
tO virtue —-it is from the 
bruifes with which his body 
was mangled, that your mo- 
ral cae was derived. 

for you were, formerly, 

like fheep, loft in devious 

errour and wandering -— but 

you are now collected to the 

creat Shepherd and Paftor of 
your fouls. 
CHAP. Tf. 

t IVES, be fubmiffive 

to your hufbands, 

—that if any of them are not 

convinced of the truth of. 

Chriftianity, they may be 

won over to it by the amiable 


without any formal exhibition 
y of the gofpel evidences : 

2 when upon the moft in- 
timate infpection they fee 
your behaviour diftinguifhed 
for fpotlefs purity and the 
moft oblequious deference. 

3 Let it not be fo wuch 
your ftudy end follicitude to 
decorate and adorn your per- 
fons with platted treffes, with 
rich ornaments of gold, or 
with iuperb and fplendid 
robes * ; 

4 as to embellifh your 
minds with the pure and per- 
manent attire of a mild and 
fweet difpofition — an habit 
this, the moft fumptuous and 
ornamental j in the divine efti- 
mation. 

s It was with this amiabk. 
drefs that religious women in 
antient time, who repofed a 
devout confidence in God, 
adorned themfelves, yielding 
the moft refpectful fubmiffion 
to their hufbands. 


6- Sarali, 


k The Greck and Roman Clafiics abound with thefe falutary directions to 
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6 Sarah, for example, paid 
a chearful fubjection to Abra- 
ham—accofting him in terms 
of the moft obfequious defe- 
rence— whofe daughters you 
are, as long as you maintain 
an uniform tenor of virtue, 
and are not diverted from 
this purfuit by any terrors with 
which you may be menaced. 


7 Hufbands, alfo, cohabit. 


with yeur conforts with pru- 
dence and difcretion, ever re- 
garding them as the delicate 
and tender fex—treating them 
with honour and affection as 
co-heirs with you of a bleffed 
immortality, that your ftated 
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from immoral language, and 
guard his lips from pronoun- 
cing any thing falfe: 

it let him cautioufly fhun 
every vice, and fteadily pur- 
fue a courfe of virtue: let 
him cultivate harmony and 
peace, and be ever ftudious 
to promote it : 

12 for the eye of the Al- 
mighty is a pleafed fpectator 
of the virtuous : and his ear 


} is ever prompt to admit their 


petitions——but his face is con- 
tracted with frowns againft 
the profligate and aban- 


doned.”’ 


13 For who will offer you 


devotional offices may not be{ any injurious and contume- 


jntermitted. 


lious treatment, if you ap- 


§--8 In fine, do you all} prove yourfelves the! zealous 


mutually cultivate harmony, 
fympathy, benevolence, com- 
paffion, affability. 





; votaries of virtue ? 


14 But if you are involved 


fin fufferings for a virtuous 


g Do not requite one in- } attachment to your religion, 
jury with another, or return! be not intimidated by their 


one calumny for another— 
on the contrary, let your lan- 
guage be kind and benevo- 
lent, confcious that you have 
been bleffed with the privi- 
leges of the gofpel, in order 
that you fhould acquire a be- 
haviour diftinguifhed for uni- 
verfal mildnefs and lenity. 

10 For the Plalmift fays, 
‘¢ He who is defirous to fe- 


cure felicity of life, and to: 


enjoy permanent happinefs, 
let him reftrain his tongue 





menaces, or terrified by the 
evils they inflict : 
15 but do you honour the 


‘great God with purity and 


fanctity of heart, and be ever 


ready to deliver an apology 


for your religion to every 


perfon who defires you to 
: exhibit before him thoft evi- 
_dences on which your hopes 


are founded — but let your 
vindication be made with the 
moft refpectful and inoffer- 
five mildnefs and modetty : 
R 4 16 ever 
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4 


Tre Firft Epifile 


Chap. IV. 


16 ever maintaining a good { nity introduces us —that bap- 


con{cience, 


as immoral and profligate 
perfons, and brand your vir- 
tuous adherence to Chrittia- 
nity with infamy, may be 
covered with confution. 

17 For it is better, if God 
fhould fee fit to exercife you 


with fuferings, to fufer for: 
a moral, FhKn for an immoral § 
}nion over angels, 


Cenc iees 
18 For Chrift once fuffer- 


ed to reicue us from Gur vices | 


—the innocent devoting him- 
felt to death for the benefit 


of the guilty, in order to tn- | 
troduce us to the knowledge | 
and obedience of the one true } i 


God—fuffering death, indeed, 


in the flefh, but reftored to] 


life by the Spirit of God : 


19 by whofe afflatus in the | 
ij deliberate refolution— for he 


primitive ages of the world 


he delivered folemn admo- j 
nitions to thofe who are now | 
Fempire of vice. 


in the ftate of the dead : 


20 but thefe repeated warn- 
though | 
God in the days of Noah 
) du- | 
time the ark] 
jbut to an obedience of the 


ings they rejected, 


waited their repentance 
ring the cobole 

a es ° e i 
was conftructing — tn which 


only eight fouls efcaped the} 


ecneral Aon: 


21 Vo this efcape from the fi 
;tor you to have 


common ruin correfponds the 
everlafting falvation, into the 
firm belief of which our bap- 
af{mal profefion of Chrifta- 


© 


thar thole who} 


culumniate and traduce you! 
atteftation of a good con- 





tilm, which is not merely the 
ablution of the body, but the 


fcience towards God — and 
this /alvation is afcertained 
and ratified to us by the re- 
furrection of Jefus Chrift, 

22 who afcended into hea- 
ven, is exalted to the right- 
hand of the Deity, and in- 
vetted with univerfal domi- 
and all the 


imoit elevated orders and 
ranks of being. 
CHAP. 1: 


INCE therefore. Chrift : 

{ubmitted to a feries 
of dreadful fufferings to pro- 
mote our interefts, do -you 
arm yourfelves with the fame 


who fuftained all thefe indig- 
nities hath demolithed the 


2 lortify your minds with 
thefe principles, that you may 
be powerfully engaged not to 
devote the refidue of life to 
the fenfual purfuits of men, 


divine will. 
3 For the time of life that 
IS already elapled is enough 
wretchedty 
mifpent in the common aban- 
doned career of the Jfearhens, 
in debauchery, in fenfuality, 
1 
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m drunkennels, in revels, ing 8 Above all do you mu- 
riot, and in the moft abomi- } tually cherifh in your bofoms 
nable idolatry. the moit intenfe love and be- 
4 On which account they [| nevolence for one another— 
make you the fubje& of their | for benevolence throws a vail 
fatire and ridicule, and judge Vover a multitude of faults 
it aftonifhing and unaccount- and follies. 
able that you do not fill}  g Do you hofpitabiy enter- 
precipitate yourfelves, along } tain your fellow-Cnriftians 
with them, into the fame § without any murmuring and 
profiigate and diffolute ex- } repining. a 
ceffes. 10 Let every perfon make 
' § But for thefe {candalous } the fpiricual endowments he 
immoralities they will give | hath refpectively received con- 
a {triGt account to him, who | duce to the common good 
wll very {peedily fummeon | —each difpenfing his gifts to 
before his tribunal the living | fubferve mutual improve- 
and the dead. ;ment, as good ftewards of 
6 For to this end was the } that rich variety of pa 
wae publifhed among the | powers, which God hath li- 
ymmoral Heatbens who were} berally imparted: 
nguratively dead — that they} 11 for example, if any one 
right be juftly condemned | is a public inftructor, let him 
who abandon themfelves to | deliver his inftructions as the 
the common purfuits of fen-} oracles of God: if any one 
tual and depraved men; but | officiates as a deacon, let him 
that ¢hofe might fecure a] actin that department accor- 
bleffed immortality, who, inf ding to the abilities with 
compliance with the dictates | which God hath endowed 
of their rational powers, de- | him — that through Jefus 
vote themfelves to God. | Chrift the Deity may be ho- 
7+ For the final confum- | noured by the whole of your 
mation of all things relating | conduét—T’o whom be glory 
to the Jewifh polity is very | and power aicribed through- 
speedily to happen—maintain, | out al! the revolving ages of 
therefore, an unremitting fo- |! eternity! Amen. 
briety and vigilance, in order{ §—12 My dear fellow- 
to the fervent and regular} Chriftians, be not aftonifhed 
atfcharge of. the duty of]at thofe hor perfecutions, 
rayer, which are defiined to be the 


telt 
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teft of your fincere attach- 
ment to your principles, as 
if fome ftrange and uncom- 
mon event had happened : 

13 but fince you fhare 
the fame common fufferings 
which Chrift fuftained, in- 
dulge the warmett tranfports, 
confcious that at his 
glorious and illuftrious advent 


you will exult in the higheft | 


exceffes of triumphant joy. 
14 If you are calumniated 

and reproached for your 

Chriftian profeffion, 


your future glory imparted 
to you by the Deity, 


feffion 1s vilified and tradu- 
ced: 
luftrious and honourable. 


15 Be careful none of you | 
a thief, | 
or as a prying | 


fuffer as a murderer, 
a malefactor, 
officious perfon. 


16 But jf he ts involved | 


in fufferings for his adherence 


ciples, but give thanks to 
ing in juch a caufe. 
i7 For the time is now 
arrived, in which public ca- 
famities have 
church— but if their firff ir- , 
ruption has broken out upon 
us Chrifttians, how ™ dire will 


Lie Firft Epifile 


mot | 


thrice | 
happy are you! becaufe the | 
Spirit, the prefent pledge of f 


by you it is efleemed { 





invaded the 2 


hap, v. 
be their frral fue with re- 
gard to thofe who have ever 


obftinately rejected the gol- 


| pel of God! 


18 And if the virtuous 
Chriftian efcapes with difh- 
culty from the flames of thefe 
public calamities, how dread- 
fully will they involve the 
impious and abandoned fin- 
ner | 

19 


Let thofe, therefore, 


[who are expofed to a feries 


of fufferings according to the 


all-wife appointment of God, 


with pious refignation eeteye 


mit their fouls to him in the 


| fteady practice of virtue, con- 
re{ts | 
upon you—by hem your pro- | 


fiding in him as_ their moft 
faithful and indulgent Crea- 
tor. . 


CHA. -¥, 


I who am a fenior con- 
2 vert to Chriftianity, 
an eye-witnefs of the fuffer- 


yings of Jefus, and a common 
to Chriftiamty, let him not} 
appear afhamed of his prin- | 


expectant of that future glory 


that fhall be difplayed, do 
}exhort and conjure the fenior 
God for the honour of fuffer- 


Chriftians among you 
2 to feed the flock of God, 
entrufted to their care, with 
falutary doftrine — perform- 
ing the duty of paftors, not 
with reluctance, but chear- 
fulnefs—not from mercenary 
_ principles, but with difin- 
tereficd 


™ Referung to the deitruction of Jerufalem. 


Chap. v. 
terefted and generous difpo- 
fitions : 

3 not ufurping a tyranni- 
eal and arbitrary dominion 
over the Chnifhian commu- 
nity, but exhibiting before 
their focieties an amiable pat- 
tern for their imitation : 

4 for this exemplary con- 
duct, at the illultrious advent 
of the fupreme Shepherd, you 
will receive from his hands a 


glorious unfading chaplet of| 


immortality. 
5 Do you alfo, 


who are 


fater converts of Chriftianity, | 
fubmiffive to-thofe whof 
favour, who hath sracioully 
;conftituted us the fubjects of 
}that glorious and everlafting 


be 
garly embraced it — Do you 
all pay a mutual deference to 
one another, and adorn your 


minds with the amiable robe | 
| erected by Chrift Jefus, per- 
fect, confirm, fortify and efta- 
: blif you, after the fhort pe- 
riod of your prefent fufferings 


of humility — for God op- 
pofeth the infolent, but im- 
parteth his favour to the 
humble. 

~ 6 Do you, therefore, hum- 
bly acquiefce in the difpen- 


lations of the Almighty, that| 
;out all the endlefs ages of 
yeternity! Amen. 


in due feafon he may elevate 
you from your prefent dif 
treffes : 

7 ploufly devolving all 
your anxieties and forrows 
upon him — for he is your 
ever watchful protector and 
guardian. 

8 Maintain a conftant tem- 
perance, an unremitting vi- 


eilance — becaufe your im-| 
inow adhere. 


placable enemy the falfe ac- 


7 lis 6 Dee a 
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cufer indulges no repofe, but 
is inceffantly roving about, 
hke a raging lion, in follicit- 
ous queft of any one of you 
whole reputation he may tear 
In pieces, 

g His calumnies do you 
defeat by a fteady adherence 
to your principles—confcious, 
that the fame fufferings, to 
which you are expofed, are 
now fuftained, in their utmoft 
rigour, by the whole com- 
munity of Chriftians, in every 


‘region of the world. 


10 May Goa the fupreme 
donor of every bleffing and 


<inedom, which he hath 


iS over, 
11 May his praife and 
clory be celebrated through- 


§—12 Tus fhort epiftle 


| have tranfmitted to you by 
Silvanus, a very faithful and 
fincere Chriftian in my efti- 


mation —earneftly inculcating 
upon you the directions 1t 


}contains, and folemnly aflu- 


ring you, that it is the true 
sofpel of God to which you 


13 The 
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13 The fociety of Chri- 

{tians at Babylon, and Mark 

my convert, prefent their 

moft affectionate falutations. 

~ 14 [beg my moft affecti- 
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The Second Epijile 


Chap. i. 


onate remembrance to every 
one of your fociety — May 
univerfal happinefs attend 
you all, who have embraced 
the Chriftian religion! Amen. 
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The Second Epiftle of PETER, 


Cr Age at, 


¥ IMON Peter, 4 de- 
voted fervant and 
apoftle of  Jefus 
Chrift, to thofe, who have 
been bleffed with the inva- 
juable privileges of the fame 
common religion with our- 
felves, through the benignity 
of our God, and of Jelus 
Chrift our Redeemer : 
2 May every favour and 


felicity in the ampleft mea-_ 
fures be difpenfed to you, in 


confequence of your acknow- 
ledement of the one true 

D 
God, and of Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. 

3 Since the Almighty hath 
fupplied us with evesy argu- 
ment to an holy life by the 
public miffion of that divine 
Perfonage who founded his 
relicion ® by his glorious mi- 
sacles and illuftrious virtue ; 

4 by means of oyr recep- 


tion of which, the moft grand 
and magnificent profpects 
have been opened before us, 
in order that by the power 
and energy of this truth we 
might be incited to acquire a 
moral refemblance to the Di- 
vinity, and fhun thofe de- 
praved purfuits, in which a 
corrupt and profligate age is 
immerted, 

6 let it ever be your moft 
fedulous fludy and concern 
to add to your belief of Chri- 
{tianity virtue, to virtue wil- 
dom; 

6 to wifdom, temperance ; 
to temperance, conitancy ; to 
con{tancy, piety ; 

7 to piety, the love of vour 
fellow-Chriftians ; to the love 
of your fellow -Chriftians, 
univerfal benevolence. 

8 If you poffefs thefe vir- 
tues in an eminent deerec, 
you will illufrioufly dilplay 
your proficiency and attain- 

mente 


> Iie deka % agera is the reading deft Supported. 


Chap. 13 


feffion. 
9 But that Chniftian, 


cies are not found, is ftill in a 


and gloom, having entirely 


forgot that total ablution from | 
his former guilt, which hef 


once received. 
10 Letit therefore be, my 


fellow-Chriftians, your molt | 
intenfe and folicitous ftudy to} 
render your reception of Chri- | 
itianity firm and valid — for | 


if you do this, your hopes will 
not finally be difappointed : 
ri For thiscourfe of action 


will afford you a moft {plendid 


introduction into the everlait- | 


ing kingdom of Jelus Chrift] fection.” 


our Lord and Saviour. 

12 On which account I 
will not neglect, again and a- 
gain to urge and inculcate 


: 26 
thefe things upon you, tho’ § 
j ver him. 


you are conicious of their im- 


portance, and fully perfuaded | 


of their truth. 


13 But notwithftanding 


your conviction of this, [judge | 


1t highly neceflary, during my 


abode in this tabernacle of ) 


frail mortality, to keep awake 
in your minds the remem- 
brance of thele momentous 
concerns : 


14 Confcious, that I mutt | 


very fhortly be divefted of 
this vehicle, as Chrift Jefus 
our Lord expreily aflured me. 


of PETER. 
ments in the Chriftian pro- J 
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15 But I will earneftly ftu- 


_ | dy tomake you indelibly re- 
in | tal 
whom thefe moral excellen- | 


tain in your minds the me- 
mory of thefe important truths 


| after my exit from this _ life. 
deplorable ftate of darknefs 


16 For we had not credu- 
loufly {wallowed plaufible and 
fallacious fictions, when we 
pubhfhed among you the mif- 
fion and miracles of our Lord 
Jeius Chrift—but were per- 
fonal {pectators of his iluftri- 
ous dignity : | 

i om. he received’ “the 
moft glorious and magnificent 
honour from the Deity—thefe 
words being directed to him 
from the fupreme Majefty— 
** This is my beloved Son! 
the object of my fondeft af- 


18 Thefe words, we who 
were then along with him on 
the fummit otf that facred 


| mountain, heard articulately 


pronounced from Heaven o- 


19 By this incident this 
fignal paffage of the prophet 
Haiah is ftrongly confirmed 
and ratifed—on which you do 
well to &x your attention, 
as ona lamp diffufine its fa- 
lutary radiance amidit the 
gloom of darkneifs — ever 
keeping it in conftant view 


1’till that glorious morn. arife 


in all its fplendours, and the 
morning-ftar fhed its beams 
around you. 


20 Know 
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20 Know this, that the 
fcriptural predictions were 


delivered them : 


21 For thele sRropheciesis 
F into ane ‘JT artarean 
and confined them in feeteue 


were not dictated by the hu- 
man will and underftanding, 


but holy perfons delivered | 
}to continue in cuftody ’all 
ithe final judgment : 


thefe predictions, folely at the 
impulfe of the divine afflatus. 


CH APs Si, 


t UT amone the Jews | 

there were falfe pro-] 
phets, as there will be falle] 
teachers among youChriftians, | 
who will with clandeftine fub- | 


tilty introduce deftructive he- 
refies, renouncing obedtence 
to the mafter who redeemed 
them from moral fervitude, 
wilfully plunetne 
into fwift perdition. 

2 By 
libidinous practice, they will 
gain vaft crowds of followers 
— by whole {candalous im- 


moralitics the true Chriftian | 
ithe atrocious vices and Jibidi- 


Doetrine will be expofed to 
mifreprefentation and calum- 
ny. 


they will fleece you by the 
feductive arts of fophiftry — 


‘The dreadful doom ‘of fuch | 


abandoned perfons doth not 
advance towards them with 


tardy fteps: their dire per- 


The Second Epitic 


themfelves J 
}fane and abardened !tnall fub- 


their debauched and } 





Chap. ii. 


;dition 1s not funk in lethar- 
foic flumber. 
not underftood by thofe who § 


4 For if the Almighty 
ifpared not the difobedient 
angels, but precipitated them 


regions, 


in thefe gloomy abodes, there 


5 if the Almighty did nor 


ifpare the antediluvian world, 


but overwhelmed all its im- 
pious profligate inhabitants 
with the flood, except Noah, 
a preacher of righteoufne(s. 
and feven other perfons : 

6 if the Alnnghty by 2 
dreadful judgment totally fub- 
verted the cities of Sodom and 


1Gomorra, and reduced them 
ito afkes— exhibiting their 
} fate as a tremendous example 


to avre and intimidate the pro- 


fequent ages : 
7 if he refcued Lot from 


ithe general ruin -— a religious 
}and good man, who was great- 


ly harraffed and afflicted 


nous excefles of thefe depraved 


;and profligate wretches : 
3 And being folely actu- | 
ated by mercenary principles | 


8 for this virtuous man re- 
fiding amone thefe flagitious 


| people, by being an eye-wit- 


nefs of their eponmiics: an’ 
hearing accounts from others 
of the crimes they perpetra- 


I ted, fuffered, without intermil- 
| Gon, from day to day, the 


molt 


Chap. ii. of 
moft racking inquietude and 
perturbation of mind: 

9 thefe are ftriking inftan- 
ces to prove, that the Al- 
mighty is able to extricate the 
sirtuous from their trials and 
difficulties, and to referve the 
wicked to the future punith- 
ment of the final judgment: 

ro thole efpecially, who 
puriue a courle of fenfual in- 
cdulgence, and affect a con- 
cempt of all government and 
laws — men of fuch daring 
audaciouinefs and’ obftinate 
contumacy, fcruple not to rail 
at the moft illuftrious digni- 
ties : 

11 whereas the holy angels, 
who are infinitely fuperior in 
itrength to mortals, do not 
repreient their crimes before 
the throne of the Almighty 
in contumelious and reproach- 
ful terms. 

12 But thefe, like irratio- 
nal brutes, deftined for cap- 
ture and deftruction, load, 
with odious reproaches, 
things, of which they are to- 
tally 1gnorant — but for their 
deftructive vices they fhall be 
configned to utter deffruct- 
On. 

13 They fhall receive the 
juit demerit of their wicked- 
nefs, as they account it. the 
moft confummate felicity to 
riot in the face of day— they 
are a fcandal and fatire upon 
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Chniftianity, fuxurioufly glut- 
ing their intemperance, when 
they affociate with you at 
your love-feafts. 

14 Their eyes are full of 
the adulterefs and of infatia- 
ble luft : they delude and en- 
{nare unfteady minds: their 
heart is devoured with avarice 
and rapacity: they are moft 
execrable creatures. 

15 They have deferted the 
ftraight road of truth, and 
deviated into the moft fatal 
paths — treading in the fteps 
of Balaam the fon of Bofor, 
to whom the lucre, acquired 
by his ° wickednefs, was a 
nioft delicious morfel : 

r6 But he received a re- 
markabie reproof for his a- 
bandoned wickednefs — for 
his dumb beaft, being fuper- 
naturally endowed with an 
human voice, checked the 
prophet in his mad and wick- 
eq Carect. 

17 Thefe are like wells 
deftitute of water, or clouds 
that are tranfported in every 
direction by furious blafts — 
for thefe the gloom of eternal 
darknefs 1s referved. 

18 For, by vending moft 
vain and pompous extrava- 
gancies, they infidioufly allure 
and captivate by their fenfual 
indulgencies and debaucheries 
thofe perfons, who had once 
entirely thrown off all con- 

nection 


256 The Second Efiftle Chapsikt 
neétion with men cf thiefe- CHAP. W 
pernicious and erroneous prin- ; 
ciples : : HIS is the fecond e- 


19 To ¢hefe they make piitle I am now wri- 
maenificent ae of un-j; ting to you, and my intention 
bounded liberty, at the fame } in both is to awaken in your 
tine that they themfelves are j | fincere minds the refiection of 


the abject flaves of vice — 
Slaves IT call them, for he who | 
#s vanquifhed by a éyrant 
commences his fave. 

20 But if thofe who had, 
once efcaped from the pollu- 
tions of the world, in conie-: 


quence of their profeftion of 


the gofpel of our Lord and! 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, are again 


OE Er ae a ee 
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ye 





your duty, 

2 and to induce you to live 
mindful of the predictions of 
the holy prophets, and of the 


. 


injunctions which the apoftles 


of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift inculcated upon you: 
3 entertaining the fulleft 
pertuafion of this truth, ‘Phat 
in the clote of the laft period 


entangled in thefe {nares ‘and |of the Jewith polity there 


fubdued, the laft {tage of their | 


witeeone becomes. more a- | fers, following 


bominably flagrant than ever } 
their firft was. 

2 ama happier had 
it been for t 


them, had ‘th rey [ 


would rife up prophane {cot- 
the lead of 
their depraved paffions : 

4. exclaiming with con- 
temptuous fcorn — * Where 
is now the Boe e of his com 


never known there was fuchan fing to punilh the Jews! —- 


excellent inftitution as Chriiti- 
anity, than to have known it, 
and afterwards wilfully devi- 


an the time our fathers paid 
the debt to nature, to the 
prefent, all things continue in 


t 
: 
; 
i 
3 


ated from that path of holi- ; the very fame {tate they ever 
nefs into which their feet were ee from the firit creation 02 


once directed. r1e world! ” 


tH 

29 But they have abn 
dantly verified the true pro- 
verb — “ The dog hath re- 
turned to his own vomit, and 
the fow that was wafhed to 
her wallowing in the mire.” 


5 But they are wilfully igio- 
rant of this, that the o/d world 


and its atmo{phere being for- 


med out of water, and con- 
fifting by means of water, by 
the mandate of the Almighty: 

6 in consequence of this 
conftitution the antedidluvian 
world being deluged with wa- 


\cer perifhed ; 


7 bus 


Chap. il. of 

7 but the prefent earth and 
its atmofphere are, by the 
fame almighty decree,  trea- 
{ured up for fire, and are re- 
ferved. to be.involved in an 
univerlal conflagration, in that 
day when the world fhall be 
judged, and the wicked be 
configned to total perdition in 
its flames. 

8 But my dear flew Chri- 
ftians, be not inattentive to 
this important truth, That the 
fhort period of a thoufand 
years make no difference with 
the Deity as to the. punctual 
accomplifhment of his de- 
liens. | 
9 The Deity is not dilato- 
ry in the execution of his pro- 
mifes; tho’ fome impioufly in- 
fult him with dilatorinefs, but 
18 only exercifing his patience 
over us mortals, "and defirous 
that not any of us fhould finally 
perifh, but that every indivi- 
dual fhould come to fincere 
repentance. 

10 But that moft awful day 
fnall iuddenly furprife the 
world, ltke a thief in the dead 
of night — in which, the 

Vol. It 
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Pel ees Be 
aerial heavens fhall with a moit 
tremendous noe ? depart for 
ever, the elements fhall glow 
with an intenfe heat, and be 
diffolved, and the whole fabric 
of the world, and all things 
on its furface, fhall be invel- 
ved and fink in one univerfal 
conflagration. 

Yl Since then fuch an uni- 
ver{fal difolution awaits this 

globe, in pis inanner ought 
you to cond is: = 

noit certainly you ought, in 
the courie of a virtuous con- 
verfation and a devout piety, 

12 confidentiy | CO) @xpect, 
and vehemently to afpire af- 
ter this great and folemn day 
—for the fake cf which, the 
atmoiphere fhall be dificlved 
in ames, and the firit prin- 
ciples of things thail melr 
with intenfe heat. 

12 Bur we Chriftians, ac- 
cording to his promule, are 
the expectants of new hea- 
vens, and of a new earth, the 
refidence of holinefs aad Vit- 
tue. 

14 As you have, therefore, 
my tellow-Chnitians, thee 

S olorious 


P PuCydev, avery ftriking and emphatical word, fignifying the awful and 


tremendous found with which this folemn catalirophe will be a 


tended. 
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clorious profpects exhibited 
before you, make it your con- 
{tant ftudy, by a fpotleis and 
irreproachable life, to be then 
found in a {tate of friendfhip 
and peace with your judge. 

15 And do you regard the 
forbearance and patience of 
the Almighty as exercifed to 
fecure your final falvation — 
alight, in which Paul, our 
dear Chriftian brother, by 
that wifdom with which he 
was illuminated, hath juftly 
placed it, in the epiftles he 
hath written to you. 

16 Indeed, 1n all his let- 
ters he treats of thefe impor- 
tant particulars — In which 
letters there are fome things 
difacult to be underftood, 
which the illiterate and un- 
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The Firft Epiftle 


Chap. 3. 
fteady milerably torture, as 
they do the other parts of 
fcripture, to their own fatal 
ru. 

17 Doyou, therefore, my 
beloved Chriftians, as you are 
previoufly acquainted with 
thele momentous concerns, 
be ever cautious, left you too 
be hurried down by the ftream 
of the pernicious errors of 
thefe abandoned perfons, and 
for ever let go your prefent 
{tability. 

18 But make continual 
improvements in the know- 
ledge of the gofpel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
to whom be glory atcribed 
both now and in all the re- 
volving ages of eternity! 
Amen. 


The Firft Epiftle of Joun. 


Cire P, I, 


- IM, who was from 
the beginning, 
whofe voice we 

heard, whofe perfon our eyes 
furveyed, whom we viewed 
with the moit accurate atten- 
tion, whom we handled with 
our hands—-I mean—the re- 
vealer of iminortality : 


2 for the publifher of fu- 
ture life was manifefted to 
the world — we faw his per- 
fon — we do now bear our 
teftimony to his miffion—and 
announce unto you everlaft- 
ing life, of which the fupreme 
Father was the original do- 
nor, and which hath now 
been explicitly revealed to 
us : 


| 
| 
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3 Him, I fay, whofe per-| confefiion of our crimes, the 
fon we furveyed, and whofey Deity is merciful and com- 
facred voice we heard, at palfionate to forgive us our 
now announce to you — that fins, and to obliterate all the 
you alfo may be intimately § {tains of our paft guilt. 
conneéted with usin the fame# ro If we declare that we 
common privileges — for we# have lived totally free from 
are intimately connected with {all fin, we impeach his vera- 
the fupreme Father, and with icity, and are {till utter fran- 
his Son Jefus Chrift. gers to his religion. 

4 Thefe things we write 
unto you, in order that our 
joy on your account may be 
confummate. 

5 This is the meffage we | 1 VM dear fellow-Chri- 
have received from him, and ya fians, I write thefe 
which we now publifh togthings to you to deter you 
you, That the Deity is pute jirom fin-— but if any of you 
and perfect light, whofe lu-¢¢ hath finned, we have a 
ftre is totally unpolluted with { Comferter with the fupreme 
the leaft darknels. | Parent, the holy Jefus. 

6 If we affert, that we have? 2 He is an expiatory fa- 
an intimate union with him, ¢crifice for our vices—but not 
while at the fame time wef merely for cuts, but for the 
walk in darknefs, our affer-$ vices of the whole world. 
tion is falfe, and we cherifh af 3 By this we are affured 
fatal error. that we are the genuine pro- 

7 But if we walk in hight, }feffors of his religion, if we 
of which he is the fource and § practife his commands. 
fountain, we are connectedy 4 He who declares he is 
to one another by the moft ja profefior of his gofpel, while 
endearing ties; and the blood i he violates the duties he en- 
of his Son Jefus Chrift totally { joined, is guilty of falfehood, 
expunges all our prior guilt. and cheriihes a moft perni- 

8 If we declare we are} cious error. 
entirely free from vice, wef 5 But he who makes the 
are guilty of dreadful felf-f rules of his gofpel the law of 
deception, and indulge a moft § his life, in him the love of the 
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pernicious error. Deity hath in truth been car- 
9 But if we make penitent { ried to its ultimate perfecticn 
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— this is the jole infallible 
rule, by which we are tojudge 
of the real genuinene(s of our 
proteffion. 

6 He, who afferts that he 
is a fincere believer in him, 
ought to propofe his life a 
conftant model for his daily 
imitation. 

7 My dear fellow - Chni- 
ftians, {do not inculcate upon 
you any new precept—l only 
enforce that old injunction 
which has been urged upon 
you from the very firft pub- 
lication of Chriftianity — this 
old injunction ts the law which 
you have had propounded to 
you from the farft inftitution 
of the gofpel : 

8 I may juftly, however, 


{tile this a mew injunction, } 


The Firf Epipile 


Chap. i: 

11 But he, who hateth his 
Chriftian brother, is involved 
in darknefs — his path is co- 
vered with darknefs — he 
knows not whither he directs 
his fteps, becaufe the dark- 
nefs hath fealed his eyes in 
total obfcurity. 

§—12 Younc converts, | 
write to you, becaute all your 
former vices are forgiven you 
in confequence of your recep- 
tion of his gofpel. 

13 Senior Chriftians, I write 
to you, becauie you adopted 
his religion at its firft publi- 
cation—-to you its later con- 
verts 1 write, becaufe you 
have fubdued the wicked ? 
toe — I write to you, young 
converts, becaufe you have 
acknowledzed the one true 


which is Wluferated in his we ‘God: 


and in yours — Lecaufe, the 
gloomy darknefs 1s diffipated 
and vanifhed, and the true 
fun is now rifen upon the 
world. 

g He, who fays he 1s illu- 
minated by its facred beams, 
and at the fame time hates 
his Chriftian brother, is {till 
to this moment in the gloom 
of darknets. 

10 Fle, who loveth his 
Chriftian brother, enjoys the 
full {plendour of this light, 
and finds no impediment to ; 
obftruct him in his path : 


Vez) (Pe 
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wee, .' 


14 1 write to you fenior 
Chriftians, becaufe you em- 
braced his rehieion at its firft 
promulgation — [ write to 


| you, its later converts, becaute 
‘you are {teady in your adhie- 


rence to its principles, and 
this fyftem of divine truths 
is indelibly impreffed upon 
your minds, and you have 
vanquifhed the * fell adver- 


{ fary. 


Cherifh not an inordi- 
nate paffion for the. world, or, 
for worldly objects — fron 
that heart, in which the world 

centers, 


' Tov @werugey, meaning the falfe religion of the Heathens. 
> Namely, the falfe religion of the Meathens. 


Chaps us 
centers, the love of God is 
totally excluded. 

16 For not one fenfual en- 
joyment this. world contains, 
arifing either from the grati- 
fication of appetite, or the 
luit of gold, or the pomp and 
pageantry of lite, proceeds 
trom God — thefe proceed 
folely from .a fordid fecular 
difpofition. 

17. Uhe world, and every 
vain object, that excites our 
animal paffions, are tending 
to a final diffolution—but he, 
who fteadily conforms to the 
will of God, fhall continug in 
exiftence ta ‘all eternity. 

- 8 My dear fellow - Chri- 
{fians, this is the lJaft period 
of the Jewith difpenfation— 
and as you.have been inform- 
ed that a great adverfary ot 
Chriftianity will arife, fo, at 
prefent, there have many cor- 
rupters of pure Chriitianity 
made their appearance—from 
which circum{tance we are 
fully convinced that the very 
jaft period of ‘the Jewifh dit- 
penfation is now approached. 


19 Thefe depravers of the: 


fimplicity of the gofpel went 
out of our focieties, but they 
were not the genyine mem- 


bers of our focieties — had. 


they been fincere profeffors, 
they would have continued 
with us—but they have given 
a public demonttration that 


of Joun, 


261 


they are not any of them the 


real friends of Chriftianity. 

20 But you are endowed 
with the facred effufion of the 
holy Spirit, and have a clear 
knowledge of all the eenuine 
doétrines of Chriftianity. 

21 1 have not written to 
you, becaufe you are igno- 
rant of the true fundamental 
principles of Chriftianity — 
but becatife you have a clear 
perception of them, and be- 
caule you know that all falfe 
doétrine is inconfiftent with 
truth. 

22 Who is the vender of 
falfe doctrine, if he is not, 
who denies that Jefus is 
the true Meffiah ?—He, who 
denies this, is the anti- chrift, 

rejecting in reality both the 
Father and the Son, — 

23 For every one, who re- 
jects the Son, does at the 
{ame time abjure the Father. 

24 To the principles you 
adopted at the firft publica- 
tion of the gofpel do you ad-~ 
here inflexibly—If the truths 
you then heard and embraced 
continue indelibly fixed in 
your minds, you will con- 
tinue immoveable in your 
profeffion of the Son and of 
the Father. 

25 To this fidelity you 
have every inducement— for 
he hath exprefsly promifed to 
us an happy immortality. 
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26 I have written thefe 
things to you to guard you 
fore the attempts of thofe, 


who ftudy to feduce you into 
tatal errors. 


27 But the effufions of 


thofe {pintual gifts you_re- 
ceived from Gad continue 
with you, and you have no 
need of any one to infiruct 
you in Chriftianity — As, 
therefore, by means of thefe 
nuraculous endowmentswhich 
illuminate your minds with 
truth, and guard you from 
error, you are prefented with 
a clear and comprehenfive 
view of the Chriftian doétrine, 
vou will, Iam perfuaded, ac- 


cording to the drrections of 


this heavenly monitor, ever 
ontinue firm in your adhe- 
rence to Chriftianity. 

28 My dear fellow-Chri- 
itans,."do* yeu, “therefore; 1 
tnaintain an inviolable fidelity 
tG him —that at his moft glo- 
rious advent our hearts may 
be elated with ney, confi- 
cence, and our minds, when 
we are ranged before his 
tribunal, may be wholly dif- 
poffcefled of confcisus terror 
and confuficn. 

29 If you know that the 
Deity 1s holy, you know that 
every one, who leads an holy 


life, is one of his genuine 
children. 


The Firft Epiftle 


Chap. ii, 


Chee Ps te 
Ehold! what fignal 
love hath the fupreme 
Parent expreffed for us in 
deigning to denominate us 
the fons of God! — It is for 
this reafon that a depraved 
ae doth not acknowledge 
us, as it did not acknowledge 
ea 

2 My dear fellow - Chri- 
{ftians, now we are the fons 
of God, but it is not yet re- 
vealed to us with what feli- 
city we fhall be invefted |! — 
we know, however, that when 
he fhall appear, we fhall be 
transformed into a glorious 
refemblance to his perfon —- 
for we fhall fee him‘as he is! 

3 Every one, therefore; 
who cherifhes this tranfport- 
ing hope in his befom, will 
imitate that footleis purity, 
which he exhibited in his 
life. 

4 Every one, who is guil- 
ty of vice, is ouilty of a vio- 
lation of the divine law —for 
vice is a violation of law: 

s and you know that the 
defign of his miffion was to 
extirpate vice, and that he 
himfelf was perfectly free from 
all vice. 

6 No one, who is a true pro- 
feffor of his gofpel, leads a 
wicked life — every one, who 


is guilty of habitual wicked- 


nels, 
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nefs, is an entire itranger to J fhouid mutually love one an- 
the nature of his religion. other: 

+ My dear Chriftian con-¢ 12 and not act like Cain, 
verts, let no one feduce you \ who was a child of the wick- 
into fatal error — he, who#ed being, and embrued his 
leads an holy life, is holy in } handsin his brother’s blood— 
the fame manner as Jefus is, But what inftigated him to 
holy. perpetrate this murder ? — 

8 He, who lives in wick- | It was, becaufe his principles 
ednefs, is of the gin of te her wicked, and his bro- 








from the firft origin of the } ther’s virtuous. 
world he ftill continues a wick~{ 13 Let it not excite your 
ed being — for this end the ! attonifhment, that you are 
Son of God appeared on j the objects of the world’s ha- 
earth, in order that he might j tred. 
utterly abolifh the empire he} 14 We have the fulleft 
nad erected. conviction that we are tranf{- 
g Every one, who hath lated from death into hie, 
been * born of God, doth not } becaufe we cherifh a fincere 
lead a wicked life, becaufe the ilove for our fellow Chmifti- 
principles he received at his ans — He, in whofe heart the 
moral birth are inherent in j love of his Chriftian brother 
him, and it is morally impof- jis totally extinct, is the de- 
fible for him to practife wick- | voted victim, of erernal death. 
ednefs, becaufe he hath been} 15 Every one, who hates 
born ct God. ‘his Chriitian brother, 1s, 1n 
10 By this the children of ; effect, a murderer — and you 
the true, and the children of {know that every murderer 1s 
the falfe, Deity, are difcrimi- t ncceffarily precluded trem e- 
nated — every one, who lives # verlafling life. 
not in the practice of virtue, {56 In this we fee his ama- 
is not a child of God — nor | zing love, for he voluntarily 
is he, whofe heart is deftitute |furrendered up his lite for 
of love to his Chriftian brother: | cur benefit — and we alfo, in 
11 for this is the mefiage } imitation of him, ought chear- 
you received at the firft pub-} fully to devote our fives for 
lication of Chriftianity among | the good of our Chriftan bro- 
you, That we  Chrittians t ther. 
| S 4 Pe ue 








° y “ne? 7° 6 e . : » > 3 r # Bas, -] 
t Adopting the Chriflian religion is juftly yled, fefzg gor of Goa. & 
ulhered into a zeay moral exifencee 


204 


‘17 But he, who is_ bleffed 
with opulence, and can fee 
his Chriftian brother in indi- 
gent circumftances without 
commiferating and relieving 
his diftrefles, how can the 
love of God be faid to refide 
in fuch a foul ? 

18 Miy dear fellow Chrifti- 
ans, let not our love be mere- 
ly found and ceremonious ex- 
preffion , bur let it be an ac- 
tive and practical principle, 

19 For by this we © fhall 


know that we are the genuine 


profeffors of his sofpel — and | 


by the culture a: this moft 
amiable virtue our hearts will 
be elated with conicious fatis- 
facticn before him: 


The Firfl Epiftle 


Chap. IV 


according to his repeated ad- 
moniuon, mutually cherifh 
the kindeft affection for one 
anoth TG. 

24 He, who regularly ob- 
feryes thete his precepts, 1s re- 
ciprocally united with him 
in the moft intimate bonds — 
and, that 4e 1s united with us, 
we know from thofe fpiritual 
powers with which he hath 
endowed us, | 


Mes 


Os be as oe 
Y dear fellow Chri- 
MM ftians, do not credu- 
loully believe every perion 
who pretends to divine infpi- 
ration, but carefully explore 


20 for if our heart reproach § the claims of thole who pro- 
and condemn us, that Being, # fefs they are infpired, whe- 


is more 
with 


who is STAC eit. 
accurately acquainted 


our hearts than we ourfelves } 


rene Cc ; 

21 My beloved Chriftians, 
if our confciences do vot con- 
demn us, we then entertain a 
frm confidence of the divine 
approbation. 

D2 a whatever we fo- 
licit we receive from him, for 
we sccae his commands, 
and purfue that courte of life, 
which is agrceable to his will. 

23 And this is the com- 
mand he hath enjoined, that 
we fhould embrace the gotpel 
at his Son Jefuis Chrift, and, 


ther, in reality, they are actu- 
ated by a divine afflatus — 
becaule many felfe prophets 
are rifen in the world. 

2 By this criterion you may 
diftinguith the Spirit of God 
Every perfon, pretending 
to the Spirit, who afferts hae 
Jefus, who was invefted with 
human nature, is the true 
Meffiah, 1s from God : 

3 and every perion, arra- 
gantly pretending to a divine 
affatus, who doth not contets 
that Jefus, who was invefted 
with human nature, is the 
true MefMfiah, is not from God. 
— This is the fpirit of that 

eran 


" Pracepeda is the true reading. 


«hap. iv. 


grand adverfary of Chriftiani- 
ty, of whofe future coming} 
you have been * intormed—] 
this {pirit 1s wow already ope- | 
rating in the world. 

4 My beloved converts, 


you are of God, and have re-§ 


pulled all the attacks of thefe } 
falie pretended prophets —g§ 
for the celeftial Spirit, which | 
actuateth you, is infinitely fu- § 
to a fordid fecular§ 
| i that we loved God — it was 


perior 
ipirit. 

5 They are jolely fwayed| 
by worldly principles — it is| 
ror this reafon that their dil-j 
courfes are entirely confined § 
to worldly fubjects, and the} 
world Iiftens to them with 
fond attention. 

6 We are from God — he, 
-who hath attained a jutt 
knowledge of God, hears us; 
— he, who is not from God, 
refufeth to hear us — This is 
the rule, by which we can 
diicriminate a true prophet 
trom an impoftor. 

§ — 7 My dear fellow- 

hriftians, let us love one an- 
ather — Love hath its origin 
trom God—é#very one, whole 
boiom feels the facred power 
ot benevolence and love, 1s 
born of God, and hath attain- 
_ed a true knowledge of the 
Deity. 

_ 8 He, who is defticute of | 
Jove, 1s ‘deftitute of all juft 


sluNameys bot, J 
morable prophecy of 
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knowledge of God — for God 
is love. 

g By this was.the love of 


| God moft ill uftrioufly difplay- 


ed amoneft us, that the Deity 


i delee cated his only Son a thets 


fenger to this world, that in 
confequence of his mon we 
might obtain a bleffed 3 immer- 


tality. 
10 A moft affonifhing | ex- 
prefion of love this | — not 


he, who loved us, and depu- 


ted his Son to offer himfelf 
‘an expiatory facrifice for our 


vices, 
11 My dear fellow- Chrifti- 
ans, if the Deity i in this fignal 


| manner expreffed his love for 
jus, we ought 
| cherith the moft affe€tionate 
| love tor one another. “. 


mutually to 


12 No perfon hath evér 
feen the Deity — but if we 
love one another, the Deity 
refides 27 us, and our love of 
him is then carried to its ul- 
timate perfection. 

‘13 By this we -know that 
we are intimately united to 
him, and he to us, becaufe he 
hath poured down upon us 
the effufion of his Spirit. 

14. We have been eye-wit- 
nefies, and do folemnly tefti- 
fy; that the Father delegated 
his Son to be the Saviour of 


the world |! 
15 Whoevei 


Pal in 2 Theffal. ch. ii. which containg that ever me- 
the man of fin, or Antichrii. 
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“5 Whoever fincerely con- 
feffeth that Jefus 1s the Son 
of God, conneéts himfelf with 
God, and God is connected 
with himin the moft intimate 
union. 

* 76 And we have the ftrone- 
eft perception, and the fulleit 
conviction of that love, which 
the Deity difplayed towards 
us —- God is love — and he, 
who.affiduoufly cultivates this 
moft amiable principle, u- 
nites himfelf with God, and 
God with him. 

'- 47 In this the love, which 
he has expreffled towards us, 
hath been fo infinitely illu- 
{trious and confummate, in 
order that we may be elated 
with confidence in the day of 
judgment — for as his nature 
is benevolence and love, fo 
are we in this world governed 
by the fame principles. 

18 There is no flavifh fear 
in love — perfect love ex- 
terminates all fervile dread — 
fear occafions racking inqui- 
etude — he, whois haunted 
with abje& terrors is fhort of 
perfection in love. 

19 Let us, therefore, love 
him, becaule he fir exibited 
fuch an amazing inftance of 
love to us! | 

20 Should any perfon af- 
fert, that he loves God, while 
at the fame time he hates his 
Chriftian brother, he is guil- 


The Firft Epifile 


Chap. vy. 
ty of a moit egregious error 


and delufion —- for he who 


‘loveth not his Chriftian bro- 


ther whom he hath frequent- 
ly feen, how is it poffible he 
fhould love the Deity, whom 
he hath never feen, 

21 This precept is incul- 
cated upon us by him, ‘That 
he, who loves God, fhould 
alfo love his Chriftian brother. 


Ci. 2. Y. 


I VERY one who be- 

lieves that Jefus 1s 
the Meffiah, is born of God, 
and every one, who loves the 
great author of his moral 
birth, loveth every perfon 
who is * born of him. 

2 This istheteft, by which 
we know that we love the 
children of God, when we 
exprefs our love to God by an 
obfervance of his commands, 

3 For the grand criterion 
of our love to God 1s the o- 
bedience of his commands — 
and his commands are not ri- 
gorous. 

4. For every one, who is born 
of God, attains a compleat 
conqueit over the vices of the 
world, and the arms by which 
this victory 1s atchieved, are 
the principles of the Chriftian 
Religion. 

5 Whois he that ts able to re- 
pelall the affau!ts of thisworld’s 
temptations, except the man, 

who 


*» Every Chriftian ; fee Note on chap. iii. verfe 9. 


Chap. v. 
who hath the fulleft conviéti- 


on that Jefus is the true Mef-§ 


fiah. 


oufly attefted, doth at his bap- 


tifm, and at his death — nat | 
i by his Son. 
at his baptifm and at his} 
death — it was the Spirit of | 
God, who attefted his cha- | 
sacter —the atteftations of the } 
Spirit are abfolute truth and | 
s mortality. 

7 That Jefus is the Mef-} 
fiah, is confirmed by the} 


at his baptifm /ole/y, but both 


veracity. 


fanction of three witnefies, 
8 which are the Spirit, his 


thefe three witnefles all unite 
to atteft this oxe ereat Y truth. 


we efteem valid — but the 
teftimony of the Derty is 
{tamped with an infinitely 
greater fanction — for this is 
bis tefturmony, by which he 
hath folemnly confirmed and 
ratified the divine miffion and 
character of his Son. 


10 He, who believes on} 
the Son of God, hath all this ; 


variety of evidence to atteft 
his belief — but he, who dif- 


believes the teftimony of God, | 


impeaches the divine vera- 


city, becaufe he refufes his! 


affent to that evidence, with 


oj Joun. 


6 This is the’ perfon, even; 
Jefus the Meffiah, whole di-§ 
vine miffion was moft Uluftri- § 
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which God hath ftamped the 
character of his Son. 

rt And this is the grand 
truth, which is thus folemnly 
attelted — THart the Deity 
hath difpenfed to us everlaft- 
ing life—and this bleffed im- 
mortality is announced to us 


12 He, who cordially em- 
braceth the religion of Jefus, 
is entitled to immortality — 
but he, who rejeéts the Chri. 
{tian revelation, forfeits im- 


13 Thefe things | have 
written to you who are firmly 


sperfuaded of the truth of 
| Chriftianity, in order that you 
baptifm, and his death — and § 


may fee that you have ever- 


ydafting life in reverfion, and 
} to induce you to adhere “in- 
9 The teftimony of men} 


fiexibly to your profeffion of 
the gofpel. 

§—14 Tue confidence otir 
religion encourages us to re- 


'pofe in God is fuch, that if 


we prefer to him any peti- 
tions that are agreeable to his 
will, he will sot repulfe us. 

15 And if we are perfua- 
ded that he will not repulfe 
thofe petitions we addrefs to 
him, we know that we fhall 
obtain thofe particular favours 
we folicited trom him. 

16 If any perfon, by an 
impulfe of the Spirit, have 
perceived that his Chriftian 

brother 


¥ Viz. that Jefus is the Mefiah, 
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brother has perpetrated a 
crime whofe temporal puntfh- 
ment will of iffue in death, 
he fhall fupplicate the Deity, 
and, by the miraculous eitts 
with which he is endowed, 
he fhall reftore thofe to per- 
fe& health whofe. vices have 
inflicted on them a difeafe 
that-is of to terminate in 
death — there are atrocious 
vices which fubject Chriftians, 
who perpetrate them, to in- 
evitable death —- for the re- 
moval of thofe diforders, which 
thefe entail, [I enjoin you, not 
to petition the Almighty. 

17 Lvery violation ot duty 
js finful — but there are fins 
lefs aggravated that do not 
devote the guilty to temporal ; 
death. 

18 We know that every 
‘one, who is born of God, 
doth noc live in the practice | 
of wickednets— but he, who 
hath been happy in this mo- 


The Firft Epiile of Joun. 
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ral birth, preferves an invio- 
late purity, and the * wicked 
being cannot injure him. 

19 We know, by means 
of the gofpel, we are com- 
menced the children of God, 
and that the whole idolatrous 
world are abject flaves under 
the tyranny of the fa//e and 
wicked being: 

20 But we know that the 
Son of God was delegated 
from heaven to mankind, and 
has clearly inftruéted us in 
the knowledge of the ¢rue 
God — to this knowledge ot 
the one true God we are in- 
troduced * by his ‘Son Jefus 
Chrift—the Being, whom we 
Chrittians adore. is the true 
God, and the life he -hath 
| promifed his votaries, > is 
eternal and everlafting. 

21 My dear fellow - Chri- 
ftians, guard yourlelves with 
the utmott caution from :do- 
latry |! Amen. 


z Meaning, the fuperftition and idolatry of the world which the Fewe 
imagined to flow from the delufion and wickednefs of /afav, 


' # 20 ev here fignifes. 


» Few is to be repeated from Cw. 
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> 


¢ OWN an early con- 
vert of the’ gofpel to 
Cyria the Chriftian, 
and to her children, for whom 
not only myfelf, but all, who 
have embraced the truth of 
the gofpel, cherth the moft 
fincere and cordial affection, 

2 on account of your pro- 
feffion of that divine fyftem 
of truth, to which we adhere, 
and to which we will invio- 
fably adhere for ever. 

3 I affectionately wifh you 
every favour, mercy, and fe- 
licity from God the Father 
of the univerfe, and from our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, the true 
and beloved Son of the fu- 
preme Parent. 

4 1 was tranfported with 
yoy when I was informed that 
fome of your children were 
firmly attached to the una- 
dulterated purity and truth 
of the gofpel, of which the 
Deity exprefsly enjoined us 
to be inflexibly tenacious. 

5 I now require you, Cyria, 
to cherifh a mutual affection 
and benevolence for one ano- 
ther — no novel injunction 
this — for it was ftrenuoufly 
inculcated from the firft com- 
mencement of the Chriftian 
difpenfation, 


6 This love is to be ex 
prefled by a regular abee 
vance of his commands—this 
is the capital duty, which you 
were ever enjoined to obey 
from the firft publication of 
the goipel among you. © 

7 What induces me to 
urge this upon you, Is, that 


‘many impoftors have now 


rifen in the world, who main- 
tain that Jefus Chritt was not 
really invetted with human 
nature—He, who afferts this, 
is an impoftor, and an adver- 
fary to Chriftianity. 

8 Exercife a conftant vigi- 
lance over yourfelves, that 
our dervices among you may 
not be totally ineffectual, bat 
that we may reap the full re- 
ward of our minifterial Ja- 
bours. 

Every one, who violates 
the laws of Chriftianity, and 
continues not in his profeffion 
ot the gofpel, throws off all 
due regard to the Deity — 
but he, who is immoveably 
attached to the doétrine of 
Chriftianity, maintains a be- 
coming regard. both to the 
Father and to the Son. 

10 If any perfon comes to 
you and denies this funda- 
mental doctrine, don’t admit 

him 
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him into your houfe, or give 
him an hofpitable reception. 

11 For he, who treats fuch 
an adverfary of Chriftianity 
with this friendly refpect, is 
an affociate with him in his 
wickednefs. 

12 I havea thoufand things 


. oo) 
to fay to vou, but I will not 
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commit them to paper, for ] 
hope to pay you a vifit, and 
from a perfonal converfe with 
you to derive the moft con- 
fumimate joy. 

13 The children of your 
fi{ter, a worthy Chriftan, em- 
brace you! Amen. 


Sede dedeeeedeob dk eee 
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t OQHN an early con- 
vert of the gofpel to 
Caius, for whom | 
retain the moft faithful and 
fincere affection. 

2 My amiable friend, J 
affectionately wifh you the 
fame happineis and fuccefs in 
all your temporal, as you now 
enjoy in all your /piritual, in- 
tereits. 

31 felt the higheft exceffes 
of joy and tranfport, when 
the Chriftians came and in- 
formed me of your firm and 
inviolable attachment to the 
purity and truth of the gof- 
pel. 

4 It is impoffible my bo- 
ae can experience fubhmer 
faptures than thofe, with 
which it 1s penetrated by the 


accounts I receive of my con- | 


verts adhering to the truth 
of the goipel. 

5 My dear tellow-Chriftian, 
your conduct is generous and 
noble both to thofe Chriftians, 
who live around you, and to 
thofe who are ftrangers. 

6 Thefe have bore an ho- 
nourable teftimony to your 
benevolence before the fo- 
ciety here — and you will do 
avery worthy and commen- 
dable action, if you will ef- 
cort thofe, who wait upon 
you with this, fome part of 
their journey, in a manner 
worthy a religious Worfhipper 
of God. 

7 For thefe perfons travel- 
led from this place, to pro- 
pagate the Chriftian religion, 
trom motives entirely difin. 
terefted — refufing to tale 

any 


of JouN. 


any money from the convert- 
ed Heathens. 

8 To fuch perfons as theie 
it is our incumbent duty to 
give a friendly and hofpitable 
reception — in order that we 
may co-operate with them in 
the advancement of the 
truth. 

9 I wrote to the fociety — 
but Diotrephes, who affects 
a magifterial direction over it, 
peremptorily refufes to admit 
us. 

10 Wherefore when Icome 
T will © recall to his remem- 
brance the actions he is guilty 
of — infolently abufing us 
with wicked reproaches — 
but, not fatisfied with this, he 
neither entertains the Chrifti- 
an f{trangers, nor fuffers thole, 
who are willing to entertain 
them, but expels them out of 
the fociety. 


11 My dear friend, do not * 
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imitate what is wicked, but 
what is virtuous — he who 
practifes virtue, is the child 
of God — he, who leads a 
wickedlife, isa perfect ftran- 
ser to the true nature of God. 

12 Demetrius hath an uni- 
verfal character, which he ve- 
ry juftly merits — to his ex- 
emplary conduct we give a 


chearful fuffrage — and you 


know that our teftimony to 
his diftinguifhed worth 1s true. 

13 I had a thoufand things 
to write, but will not commit 
them to paper : 

14 for | hope foon to vifit 
you, and enjoy the fatisfaction 
of a perfonal interview with 
you. | 

15 Happinefs attend you! 
Our friends embrace you. 
Prefent my affectionate re- 
membrance to all my friends 
in particular. 


© Yropymcw, I will make bir reriember. An apoftolic and authoritative 


denunciation. 


The 


The E piltle 


t UDE, a devoted fer- 
vant of Jefus Chrift, 
the brother of James, 

to thole who have been blef- 
fed with diftinguifhed privi- 
feges by God the iupreme Pa- 
rent, and been admitted into 
the Gofpel of tone Chrift, 
according to the ¢ original in- 
tention of the Deity, 

2 may love, mercy, and e- 
very felicity, in the amplett 
meafure, be difpenfed to you. 

3 Dear fellow-Chriftians, 
cherifhing an extreme defire 
tO write to you concerning our 
common Chriftianity, I jude- 
ed it neceflary, in the letter J 
fhould tranfmit to you, im- 
portunately to urge and con- 
jure you to exert your utmott 
endeavours to promote that 
pure and genuine doctrine, 
which was delivered to the 
holy apoftles. 

4 Forcertain perfons have, 
in a Clandeftine manner, inf- 
nuated themfelves into tue 
church, who were long ago 
deicribed as proper objecis of 
future condemnation ; guilty 
of horrid impiety, perverting 


. TETHOA LEVIS 5 have been referved, 


be called by Jefus Chrift, 


of Jupn. 


the gofpel of our God, to fanc- 
tify ficentidufnels and débau- 
chery — renouncing the one 
fupreme God and gover- 
nor of the univerfe, and Je- 
fs Chrift our Lord. 

5 | amdefirous to remmd 
you of what you cannot be 
unacquainted with, That God, 
who once refcued his people 
from Egyptian fervitude, at- 
terwards devoted thofe otf 
them to deftru€tion, who re- 
nounced his obedience : 

6 the angels too, who 
maintained not the {tation af- 
figned them, but deferted 
their proper rank and pro- 
vince, he precipitated into in- 
fernal darknefs, confined thier 
im eternal fetters, and hath 
referved them in cuftody to 
the final judgment of the 
creat day : 

7 Sodom alfo and Go- 
morra, and the adjacent towns, 
who were funk in the fame 
debauchery with them, and 
had abandoned themfelves to 
all the deteftable excefies of 
unnatural luft, are publickly 
exhibited by the Deity as an 

example 


or deflined ; that is, by the Deity, to 


of JuDeE, 


f obftinately oppofine thetruth, 
vduxe Core. 


efathple of the final fate of 


the wicked, being reduced 
by inextinguifhable 
utter and total deftruction. 

S Notwithftanding, how- 
ever, thefe divine inictions, : 
thefe idle dreaming fpecula- 
tifts pollute th 
every feniuale 
of with contempt ail regard 
to government and law, “and 
pour the moit 


hre to 
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at 


em rfelves with or fear—'Pney 
normity, throw #deftitute of 8, 


opprobrious ;are 
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They are at your love- 
fealts; 2 bicmath and itcandal 
to Chriftianity — pampering, 
at that time, their intempe- 
rate appetites eee fhame 
e like clouds 

that are 
traniportes, in every direc- 
tion, by funous blatts — they 
like leafiefs naked trees at 


calumnies upon thote who fill j the commencement of winter, 
{tations of dignity and au- without fruit, dead for two 


thoricy : 

g whereas Michael 
arch-angel, when he was e 
easced in a conreft with 


the 


ht 


che ocean, furioufly emitting the 


oe torn up by the roots. 
2 They are like the wild 
raging billows or the 


devil, concerning the body of {foam of their own infamy and. 


Mofes, did not deign to load 


this wicked being with any 


teproachful contumelious Jan- 
but mildly iaid, «* The | 


nal gloom. 


guage, 
Lord rebuke thee.” 


ledge 18 
thofe fenfual propenfities and 
brutes — and thefe they in- 


of depravity and pollution. 
t1 Dreadful 


10 But thefe, rail at things | Adam, 
with which they are totally 
unacquainted — their know- § 


folely confined to}; 


deftruction 15 


fhame — they are like eccen- 
tric comets —for them are 
reierved the horrors of ecer- 


14. Enoch, the feventh from 
uttered, as an admo- 
nition to ehe(es aljo, the fol- 
lowing folemn denunciations 
— ** Behold! the lord co- 


jmeth with myriads of his 
appetites; which they have in] 
common with the irrational | 


holy angels, 
iG to pafs the final fen- 


}tence upon all men, and to 
dulee to the higheft exceffes | 


convict the profane and aban- 


Idoned, of al! the enormitics 
‘they have perpetrated, 


and 


impending over them, forfof all the horrid impieties 


they have trod in the fteps of which profligate 


Cred tures 


Cain, have run the wild ca-f| have contumelioufly uttered 
reer of Balaam’s error andj againft him.” 


avarice, and have plunged 


16 Thefe, repine and mur- 


themfelves into deftruction by} mur againit God, utter que- 


Words 


£% rulous 
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rulous complaints again{t the yrender vourfelves the objeee 
allotments of providence, fol- | of the divine approbation and 
low the lead of their depraved } love, in joyful expectation of 
appetites, vend the moit wild! that everlatting hfe, which 
and turgid extravagancies, la-| our Lord Jesus Curis? will 
vifhing boundlefs adulation | finally difpente: 
and applauie on worthleist 22 Some of thefe unhappy 
characters, merely from aj perfons do you © fharply re- 
mercenary principle. prove —! reafoning with them 
17 But do you, beloved}and convicting them of their 
Chriftians, ever bear impref- } erroneous principles and prac- 
fed on your minds the words } tices : 
which were formerly fpoken{ 293 others do vou fave from 
by the apoftles of our Lord | thefe pernicious miftakes with 
Jetus Chriue: the tendereft anxiety -—— mer- 
1$ for they affure you, fcifully plucking them, as it 
‘© That, in the clofe of the} were, from the encircling 
laft period of the Jewith dif: | flames — fhewing your utter 
penfation, there would rife up| abhorrence of the leatt ap- 
impious {coffers, following} proach to any moral infection 
the lead of their fenfual and {and defilement. 
depraved appetites.” 24 To that great Being, 
Thefe are the perfons, | who is able to guard and {fe- 
who introduce factious divi- {cure you from falli ling into 
fions among you — aban- } thefe ceftructive errors, “and to 
doned fent{ualifts, and, confe- | exhibit you before his glorious 
quently, in them the {piricual tribunal, fpotlefs and irre- 
gifts are totally extinct. proachable, with hearts en- 
20 But do you, beloved } raptured with ineffable exul- 
Chriftians, by eltablifhing j tation and traniport : 
yourielves on the firm bafis es. 10-the--One- lupreme 
of our moft holy religion, {® God, our Saviour, be glory 
and by the practice of cont tant band n ajetty, fovereignty and 
prayer, proceeding from an fpower aicribed, both now, 
holy and devout mind, and through all the revolving 
21 be felicitous ever to fages of eternity! Amen. 


whe 
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€ FacfveTe is the true reading. 

F Armupigmaci, reafiming, expofiuating with them: fo this word often 
fignifies both in fvcred and profane writers, 

"s ptr is not in the bok Mss, 


The 


The 


c ie A ae is 


t PAHE revelation of 
CHRIST } 

which the Deity : 
permitted him to exhibit, in | 
frofe from the grave to im- 
! mortality, and who is the So- 
Fvercion of the fovereigns of 
ithe world—to him, who ex- 


Jesus 


order to difcover to his fer- 
vants, events that would {pee- 
dily be accomplifhed — ac- 
cordingly he difpatched his 
angel, and fignified them to 
his fervant John. 

2 Thetruch of <théele dit 
coveries of the Almighty he 


merly, 


tator. 
fully perufeth, 


cies of this volume, and faith- 


ry {peedily commence. 


4 John, to the feven chur- : 
the moft piercing Jamenta- 


ches in Minor Afta — may 


every favour and felicity re- | 
dound to you from that Being, | 
who was, .and whe | 
will be; and from the feven } 


who is, 


D Avcayrt, ATS us from our fins, is the true reading. 


Rot wwa/h, 


fed love, 
ifrom the fervitude of vice, by 
{means of the effufion of his 
folemnly attefts — as he, for- | blood, 
gave his teftimony to | 
thofe tranfactions of Chrift, of | 
which he was himfelf a fpec- | Being, his God and Father, to 
Phim be glory and dominion 
Happy is he, who care- | 
and they who | 
attentively hear, the prophe- | 
| clouds—every eye fhall fee 
fully regard the admonitions f him — they too, who once 
it contains—for the time of | 
their accomplifhment will ve- | 
ftacle——and all the various 
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fpirits, who attend before his 


throne, 

5 and from fefus Chritt 
that divine witneis, whofe ve- 
racity may be confided in, 
who was the very firit who 


prefied for us fuch diftinguith- 
who ® eztricated us 


6 who conftituted us kings 
and priefts to the fupreme 


throughout all the revolving 
ages of eternity! Amen. 
7 Behold! he cometh with 


embrued thetr hands in his 


blood, fhal! behold this fpec- 
tribes of the earth ‘fhall utter 


tions — his coming is moit 
certain |! Amen. 
8 I am Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the beginning and the 
T 2 end, 


Blood does 
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end, faith the Lord God, the # and encircled round the waifte 
Being, who 1s, who was, and { with a gold len zone: 
who will be, the mus 14 ilis head and his hair. 
univerial governour. ! had the pureit luttre, like the 
§—g I Joun, your fellow- } whiteft wool, or the new fal- 
Chriftian, tellow-fufferer, and | len {now —and his eyes emit- 
tellow- expectant of the future#ted a piercing lig Re refem- 
glorious kingdom of Tefus | bling bright Hames of fire : 
Chrift, being in the ifland iy ie feet fhone like the 
Patmos—an exile there for! mofk refined and polifhed am- 
my attachment to the revela- | ber — and the folemnity of his 
tion of God, and for my f voice was like the deep-full 
profeffion of the gofpel of j found of many waters : 
tems Chnt, 16 In his right-hand he 
10 was, on that day infheld feven ftars—out of his 
which our Lord reife from the} mouth played a fharp two- 
dead, endowed with the affla- ¢ edged lance —and his whole 
tus of the Spirit, and heard per rion fhot a {trong luttre 
behind me a loud founding ¢like the fun in his meridian 
voice, like the acute clangors | effulgence. 
of a trumpet. 17 Struck with the jight, 
11 ‘The voice folemnly ar- $1 funk down at his feet as one 
ticulated thele words — “13 ees approached me, laid 
am Alpha and Omega, theft us right-hand upon me, and 
firft and the Jaft— what thou E hus “‘fpoke e— ‘* Bamfh thy 
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feel, write down in a volume, jterrors: I am the firit and 
and tranimit it to the chur- laut = 
ches in Minor Afia, to Evhe- 18 I once animated an hu- 
us, to Smyrna, to Pereamus, man body — TI once fuffered 
to Uhyatira, to Sardis, to Phi- } death — but behold! I exift, 
lade ae and to Laodicza.” : and fhall flourifh in exiftence 
Inftantl ly I turned to j i through all the endlefs ages of 
exp ‘lake the voice, which thus j eternity——to my hands are 
addreffed me, and immedi- | committed the keys of death 
ately beheld feven branches of | and the grave : 
a golden candleftick : | x39 commit to writing, 
13 In the center of thefe{ therefore, what you have feen, 
feven branches, I faw an hu-{ and the things which will be 
man figure refembling the | sccomplifhed | both in the pre- 
fon of man, vefted in a robe! fent and future ages. 
that flowed down to his feet, | 20 With recard, firft, a 
Tac 
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the explanation of what is| your profeffion of my reli- 
figuratively ee by the } 2g cion, but have not funk under 
feven {tars which you faw me! them. 
hold in my right-hand, and 4 But, notwithftanding 
by the feven branches of the | thefe deferved culogies, I have 
eolden candleflick—the feven | reafon to cenfure your con- 
itars are defigned to reprefent | duct — for you have fuffered 
the paftorsot t thofe fevenchur-tyour firft affections to grow 
ches —~ and the feven bran-{cold and languid. 
ches, which you faw, fignify{| 5 Confider icrioufiy, there- 
the churches themtfelves. fore e,your unhappy declenfion, 
reform what is irregular, and 
return to that virtue you at. 
irft difplayed — otherwile, if 
i 10 thie es of thei you continue impenitent, I 
church in Ephefus {will fpeedily come, and teat 
write, in my namie, thefe di-|down your lamp from the 
rections — Thefe are the ex- } place 1t now occupies. 
prefs words of him who hold- 6 You have, however, one 
eth in his right-hand the{ thing that merits commenda- 
jeven itars, and who occu-}ticn — you deteft the practi- 
pieth the center of the feven {ces of the Nicolaitans, which, 
branches of the golden can-| I alfo abhor. 
dieftick 7 He, whois endowed with 
2 1 know vour ations, |underftanding, let him em- 
the diftreffes you fufler, andy ploy it in a ferious attention 
the conftancy you difplay—]j to the admonitions which the 
know that the wicked are the} Spirit addrefleth to the chur- 
object of your utter averfion | ches—To him, whole virtue is 
and abhorrence, that you have | victorious, I will grant free 
carefully examined into the} accefs to eat the immortal 
pretenfions of thoie, who falfe. | fruit of the tree of life, which 
ly arrogate to themfelves the blooms in the center of the 
apottolic character, and have | paradife of God. 
found them to be vile im-| §--8 To the paflor of the 
pottors : church of Smyrna addrefs this 
3 you have fuftained your | admonition — ‘Thefe are the 
fufferings with Chriftian forti- fexprefs words of him, who 13 
tude, you exercife an exem-}the firft and the Jaft, who 
ee conftancy, you have {once fuffered death, but 1s nov 
een expofed to diftreflés for + reinitated in in nmortality. 
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diftreffes you fuftain, and the 
deep poverty in which you are 
funk — bur, notwithitanding 
your temporal inaigence, you 
poflels fhining trealures of im- 
renfe wealth — I know allo 
the factions animofities 
calumnies of thofe, who glory 
in their being Jews; who are, 


yet, fo far from deferving to} 
ftime, when Antipas my faith- 


be ftiled the feleét community 
of God, 
community of fatan. 

10 Be not intimidated by 
thole ijutierings 


hold! your heathen perfecu- 
tors will caft fome of you into 
prifon — in order that your 


iteadinefs to your principles j 
pef{poule the fame pernicious 


may be brought to the teit, 
and vou will confict with 
forrow and fuffering, 
— But be you faithful to 


death, and I will adorn your | 
' them to eat things confecrated 


;to falle gods, 
! eet 
fthem to debauchery. 


temples with a wreath of im- 
mortality. 

11 Let every one, who is 
endowed with reaton, careful- 


ly employ it in dilgentiy 
attending to the directions 


which the Spirit addreffeth to | 
whole | 
virtue is victorious, fhall not be | 
i refute, 


the churches — He, 


injured by the fecond death. 
—12 To the pattor of 

the church in Pergamus con- 

vey this meflage — hele are 


the exprefgs words of him, 


and E 


that they are the] 
fyour city,—a place, where 
ithe heathen adverfary bears a 
which thou | 
urt going to fupport — be- { 
Sthefe deferved 
‘tions, I have a few things to 
, alledge 


ten days 
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g I know your actions, the y who brandifheth 


+ you, 





pi 
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the fharp 
two-edged lance. 

13 [ am intimately ac- 
quainted with your condition 
and circum{ftances — I know 
you refide in a place, where 


Pthe throne of heathenifm is 


erected — I know you adhere 
immoveably to my prefeffion, 


fe and that you did not abandon 


your principles in that fevere 
ful martyr was murdered in 
fovereion {way. 


Yet, notwithitanding 
commenda- 


4 


agsin{ft you — for 
you countenance thofe, whe 


errors as Balaam did, who 
inftructed the princes of Moab 
how to feduce the Ifraelites 
from their duty, by alluring 


and enticing 


In the fame manner 
alio, retain and encou- 
rage among you perions, who 
adopt the tenets of the Nico- 
laitans, which I abhor. 

16 Inftantly reform—if you 
I will very fhortly 
come, and fight agatini{t this 
abandoned party with the fla- 


a) 


# ming lance, which iffueth out 
sof 


my mouth. 
L7 adc, 
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17 He, who is poffeffed of | — who affume the facred cha- 
rational powers, let him exer- racter of publick inftructors, 
cife them in attentively confi- {to vend their enormities, to 
dering thofe warnings, which | delude my fervants, to com- 
the Spirit directs to the chur- J mit all the exceffes of debau- 
ches ~ To him, who gains aychery, and to eat of victims 
complete conqueit over the | that have been immolated tc 
temptations of this life, I will idols. 
impart the delectable food of } 21 J allowed thefe wicked 
the celeftial manna, and [ will impottors {pace to repent of 
alfo give him a‘ white ftone, 4 their abominable fenlualities, 
marked with the infcription j but they have not repented. 
of a new name, the immenfe} 22 Behold! I will come 
value of which no one knows, § and caft chem and their licen- 
but the happy receiver. tious party into dreadful mi- 
§—18 Lo the paftor of fiery, unlefs they reform their 
the church in Thyatira tranf- } immoral practices 
mit this meflage— Thefe} 23 And the converts, they 
things, faith the Son of God, | have gained to their princi- 
rote piercing eyes dart a { ples, 7 will involve in the 
radiance like the brightef moit dire and horrible fate 
flames, and whofe feet are like {| — ard all the churches fhall 
burnifhed amber: | tinow that I am the Being, 
19 I am perfectly aquaint- is whole unerring knowledge in- 
ed with your circumitances, ¢ timately explores the human 
with your mutual affection, | heart — to every one of you 
your benevolence, your fide- {I will proportion rewards, 
lity, your unfhaken conftancy } or puntfhments, according to 
—and know that your /atter, | your actions. 
is more diftinguifhed for your | 24 ‘to you I folemnly de- 
virtue, than your jir/f, ftate. j clare, and to all ot ee in 
20 ae notwithf{tanding | Thyatira, who have not adop- 
this y eminent worth, ed thefe deftructive errors, 
there are a few things vee but are perfect itrangers to 
lf 





conduct, that deferve my cen- f the protound diffimulation 
fure— for you fuffer with | and hypecrify of theie adver- 
impunity perfens of as aban- § faries of eievoueh ; to you; 


doned profligacy as Jezebe! § | a) emnly declare, that I wiil 
I Secy 1 
4 impole 


i A white flone was given to conquerors in the games by the judges: 
containing the name and the prize of him that conquered ; See Sides on 
Redempticn, Pirtcin 
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impofe no 2 
upon me 
“Only be folicitous to 
adhere inflexibly to the prin- 
ciples you already retain, “ull 
my fecond appearance. 
For him, who repels 
this werld’s temptations, and’ 
maintains an uniform tenor of 
iteady virtue, I wil caule to 
triumpa over the Heathens, 
rae, ‘and he fhall rule hes 
witht an iceptre, and 


30 


iron fc 
their power {hall a crufhed 
and annihilated — hike veffels 
of brittle clay — to effect this 
demolition of my adverlfaries, 
{ wiil exert that power with | 
which my Father hathinveited 
me: 

oS-and I 
with the fplendors of 
morning-ftar. 

29 Let every one, who 
- pohetles intellectual faculties, 
employ then) in a ferious at- 
tention to tho le directions, 

which the Spit addrefieth to 

the Pare. 


will adorn him 
the } 


i) ea com oe 


1 “RO the paflor of the 

& church in “S@rdis, 
deliver, In my name, this 
meffage — Thiele are the ex- 
prefs injunctions af him, who 
nath the feven Spirits ef God 
and the feven ftars—~I am 


conicious of all thy actions 
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dditional burden }— I know that you have a 


Chap. ii, 


mere nominal life, and that 


/you are morally dead. 


| 
: 


2 Be vigilant, and reani- 
mate the virtues that are ready 
to expire—for [ have not 
ee that your holinefs hath 
attained its ultimate perfeétion 
in the fight of my God. 

3 Remember, therefore, 
the nature of that religion you 
embraced ——- adhere io it. wad 
repent — if, notwith{tandine 
this admonition, you tufter 
yourfelf to repole in fupine 

negligence and carclefsnefs, I 
sii farprile you, like a thief, 
and you fhall not know in 
what hour I will ruth upon 
you. 

4 Yet, notwithfanding this 
general corruption, you ee 
a few perfons of diftinguithed 
virtue in Sardis, whofe moral 
purity hath not been fullied 
¥ the {tains of theie immo- 
ralities — thefe perfons of fuch 
eminent worth fhall dwell for 


Sever with me, arrayed in fplen- 


did and magnificent robes. 

5 te, who vanquithes the 
world’s temptations, fhail be 
adorned with a veft of pure 
and matchleis tultre — his 
name I will never erafe from 
the book of ee name 
I will preclaim before my Fa- 
ther, and before his angels. 

6 Let him, who is endowed 
with underftanding, diligently 
employ it in regaraing the ad- 

monitiong 


Chap. 1. 
monitions which the Spirit in- 
culcateth upon the churches. 

§—7 To the paftor of the 
church in Philadelpaia trant- 
mic this 
mefiage is addreffed to ae 
by him, whofe holinefs 
perfect, and whofe truth in- } 
fallible—who hath the key 
of David, who opens the gate 
of Chriftianity, and no one is 
able to fhut it; and who fhuts ! 
ir, and no one hath power to: 
open it. 


8 JT know every part of 


your behaviour — Behold ! 
{ have thrown open the doors 
of the gofpel, and admitted 
you ——and none of your ad- 
verfaries are able to clofe chem 
-— | know that your worldly 
power and interefts are incon- 
iiderable —- I know that you 


have, notwith{tanding, ad- 
hered to my religion, and 


never renounced the profef- | 


fion of it. 

g Behold! © will make 
thofe who belong to fatan’s 
community, notwithitanding 


they arrogantly boatt that 
they are the true members 


of the Jewifh community—a 
character, to which they have 
no pretenfions, for they are 
wicked impoftors I will 
make them come, and, with 
the moft abject fubmiffion, 
proitrate themfelves at your 
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a feet, and they fhall know that 
pe are the diftinguifhed ob- 
tject of my love. 
| 10 As you have faithfully 
'preierved the inftrudtions [| 
i gave you, witn regard to con- 
s | tkancy and fortitude in your 
i fuierings, f will alfo preferve 
you from thofe fevere trials, 
in which the * whole world 
will, in no long time, be in- 
volved, and which are calew- 
aed to bring the principles 
of its inhabitants to the belt 
ri behold! my coming is 
immediate! inviolably retain 
your prefent principles, that 
nothing may ceprive you of 
the crown that awaits you, 

12 Him, whofe virtue is 
victorious, I will ereét as a 
magnificent pillar in the tem- 
ple of my God—a pillar that 
fhall reft upon its bafis in the 
celeftial manfions to all eter- 
nity — for an infcription, I 
will engrave upon it the name 
of my ‘God, and the name of 
{ the city of my God, the New 
i Jerufalem, which my God 
| will caufe to defcend from the 
heavenly abodes, and my own 

name. 

13 Let him, who is pof- 
fefled of rati cel powers, dili- 
gently exercife them in at- 
tending to the admonitions, 
which the Spirit addreffeth to 

‘the churches. 


ee ater me set BA 


nen - 


2S oh TI 


SSRI al be her a DO COMET EE 


§—14 


* The Roman Empire, 
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§—14 To the patftor offworld, and to anoint thine 


the church in Laodicza fend, 
in my name, thete inftruc- 
tions—This is the exprefs di- 
rection of him who is truth 


itfelf, a witnefs of abfolute! 


veracity and fidelity, the very 
nir{t Being, whom the Deity 
called into exiftence. 

15 lam perfectly acquaint- 
ed with your moral {tate — I 
know that your zeal for the 
eofpel is neither quite extinct 
and frigid, nor yet is vigorous 


eyes with eye-falve, that thy 
vifion may be reftored. 

19 Thofe, who are the 
objects of my love, I correct 
with falutary chattifement— 
Awake, therefore, thy Jan- 
guifhing zeal into life, and 
reform. 

20 Behold! I ftand at the 
door and knock — if any one 


ihall hear my voice, and open 


ithe door, I will come in to 


him, will fhare with him his 


and fervid—I could wiih youfentertainment, and he fhall, 


were the one or the other. 

16 Since, therefore, you 
are now ina ftate of luke- 
warmnels, a difagreeable me- 
dium between the two op- 
pofite extremes, I will, in no 


Jong time, eject you from my: 
con- | 
with my Father on his throne. 


heare with faftidious 


tempt. 


17 For you infolently fay | 
— I have immente riches— | 
fers, let him carefully employ 


Tam in moft profperous and 


opulent circumffiances, and} 
want nothing to add to my] 
felicity — and are ignorant, | 
that you are, at the fame time, | 
a moft wretched, miferable, { 
blind, and indigent} 


poor, 
creature, 


acquire folid 


Shame and infamy from the 





in return, participate mine. 
21 Hum, who hath totally 
vanguifhed the vices of the 
world, I will permit to be an 
affefior with me on my throne 
—even as | gained a complete 
victory over the world, and 
was advanced to be an affeflor 


22 He who is endowed 
with moral and rational pow- 


them in revolving the admo- 
nitions, which the Spirit di- 
recteth to the churches. 


Clteee. Ly, 


18 I advife you to pur-{ EFTER the exhibition 
chafe of me, fhining treatures j 
of refined gold, that you may | 
and durable? 
wealth, to procure robes of} 


unfullied Juftre, to hide thy | 


of this fcene I look - 

ed, and behold! a door was 
opened in heaven — and the 
firft voice, which 1 heard, 
was like the clangors of a 
trumpet, directing to me the 
follow- 


Chap. v. 
following words— ‘* Afcend 
to thefe abodes, and [| will 
fhew you what events muft 
fucceed to theie.” 

2 Inftantly I was feized 
with the Spirit—-and behold ! 
a throne was erected in hea- 
ven, on which a perfon was 
fitting :. 

3° the. poiiance of this au- 
coe figure refembled the 
fplendor of the jafper and the 
fardius — and a rainbow en- 


circled the throne, whofe co- | 


lour was like the emerald. 

4. In a circie around this 
throne were placed four and 
twenty other thrones, on which 
T faw four and twenty vene- 
rable perfonages fitting, vett- 
ed in white robes — the tem- § 
vies of thefe were adorned} 
with golden crowns. 

5 From the throne in the 
center iffued lightnings, thun- 
ders, and loud folemn voices 
— Before the throne feven 


lamps were burning, which 
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human vifage — the fourth 
was a flying eagle. 

8 [ach individual of thefe 
creatures had refpectively fix 
wings, which encircled it, 
within which they were full 
of eyes—thetfe, night and day, 
incefiantly cry out, Haly, 
roly, Holy, Lord God, the 
univerfal Governour, who is, 
was, and will be! 

9g sind whenever the crea- 
tures pave glory, and honour, 
and gratitude to him, who 
fits on the throne, who will 
ilourifh in exiftence through- 
out all the endlefs ages of 
eternity, 

10 thofe four and twenty 
venerable perfonages proitrate 
ithemfelves before him, who 
fits on the panes and de- 


jvoutly werfhip him, whofe 


ay¢ 10 
OEMP iS 


xtended through all 
the revolving ages of eternity, 
and caft down their crowns, 
faying, 

rx “* Worthy art thou, O 


reprefent the feven ‘Spirits of; Lord, to receive glory, and 


God. 
6 Before the throne was a 
fea {mooth as olafs, and {pa pile 


honour, and power—for thou 
wert the former of univerfal 
nature, and by thine almigh- 


ling like cry ftal — and in thet ty mandate they were origi- 
center of the throne, and in] nally formed, and now exif!” 


a circle around it, were four 
living creatures, full of eyes, 
befor and Behind. 

7 The firft living creature 
was like a lion — the fecond 
ike a calf— the third had an 


CTA... We 


I N the right-hand of 
him who fat on the 

throne I faw a volume writ- 
fen 
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ten all over with characters , tures, and the four and twen- 
internally and externally, and } ty venerable perfons proftrated 
fealed with feven feals. themfelves betore the Lamb— 
2 [then faw an Angel of teach of them having harps 
immenfe ftrength, proclaim-fand golden vials full of in- 
ing with a loud voice— Who {cenfe — which reprefent the 
is worthy to open this volume, ; prayers of the holy : 
and to loofe its feais ? 9g and they. ‘chant a new 
3 But no being in heaven, f ode, faying — Worthy art 
or in earth, or under the thou to take the beok ‘and 
earth, was able to unroll the $loofe its feals, for thou wert 
volume, or even to infpec? it. }imm Megs and didf pur- 
4 Upon this I was bathed fchaie us to theDeity by means 
in tears, forrowing that no {of if effufion of thy blood, 
perfon was deemed worthy to; out of every tribe, language, 
unroll and read, or even to} nation, and community : 
view the volume. 10 and didft conftitute us 
5 Upon which one of thofe «kings and priefts to our God, 
venerable perfonages thus ac- | and we reign upon the earth.” 
cofted me — Indulge not thy {| 11 I then locked, and heard 
tears, behold the Lion of the tthe voice of numerous angels 
tribe of Juda, the root of; who incircled the throne, and 
David, hath prevailed to open of the living creatures, and 
the volume, and break its} the ven ole e elders — and 
feven feals. ; their Dumberss were noes 


hold in the center of the | 
throne, and of the four living | 12 ye with a loud voice 
creatures, {tood a Lamb, which: — ‘** Worthy is the Lamb, 
feemed as if it had been im- i who was facrificed, to receive 
molated, having feven horns} fovereignty, and dominion, 
and feven eyes — which laft/ and wiidom, and power, and 
reprefent the feven Spirits of } honour, and glory, and bled- 
God, difpatched to all the ¢iing }” 
various regions of the world. 13 And every creature that 
7 The Lamb then approach- Jis in heaven, or on earth, or 
ed, and took the velume out} under the earth, or on the 
of the right-hand of him who} fea, all beings in univerfal 
fat ae the throne. [> nature I heard at once ex- 
§ Upon his taking the vo- {claiming — ‘* To him who 
ime the four living crea. tits upon the throne, and to 


the 
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the Lamb, be bleffing, and , to banifh peace from the earth, 
eer and glory, and domi jand to involve its inhabitancs 
ion through all the rolling tin mutual affaffinations and 
ages of eternity’! blood-fhed — into his hands 
~ 14 The four living creatures there was put an enormous 
faid, Amen! and the four }{word. 
and twenty elders proftrated} 5 When he opened the 
themfelves, and worfhipped j third teal, I heard the third 
him, who liveth to all eter-j} living creature faying, Ap- 
nity ! proach and iee — immediate- 
ly I looked, and behold! there 
was portrayed a fteed of a 
CHIAP. VI. black colour — and the per- 
pions who was mounted upon 
Looked when the Lamb 7 him, heid a pair of fcales in 
i opened the frft of the { his hand : 
ieals, and [ heard one ct tied 6 andI heard a voice, 1ftu- 
four living creatures adcref- Jing from the midft of the 
fing himfelf to me with affour living creatures, pro- 








voice like the folemn note of |nouncing thefe words — A 
thunder, and faying, sp- 4choenix!of wheat for a dena- 
proach and fee. rius ™, and three choenices of 


2 Inftantly I looked, anc 4] barley for a denarius — and 
behold! there was exhibited in «injure thou not the oil and the 
the book, the dee es or Me. 

white {teed — and “he, whoj 7 When he opened the 
was mounted upon him, held j fourth ieal, I heard the voice 
if the fourth living creature 


a bow, and a crown was fixed ; 


x 
upon his head, and he ad- 


7 jaying —Approach and fee. 
vanced conquering and toy 8 “Accordingly I looked, 
conguer. and behold! a {teed of a pale 

3 When he opened the-fe- | colour — whofe rider’s name 
cond feal, J heard the fecond; was Death — in his rear 
living creature faying, Ap- | marched the Grave — and 
proach and fee. | they two had permifiion grant- 

4 Immediately there was 1 ed them to-deftroy the fourth 


prefented to my view another | part of human kind, with the 
{teed of a deep red — and to}lance, with famine, with 
his rider was permiffion given { death, and wild beafts. 





gq When 


1 About a pint and falf of our meafure. 
m About efzh¢ pence. 


236 The Revelation 


g When he opened the 
fifth feal, I faw lying prof- 
trate at the altar, vaft numbers 
of thofe, who had fuffered 
martyrdom for their Chriftian 
profefiion, and for their invio- 
lable adherence to its princi- 
ples. 

10 Thele, cried with loud and 
piercing accents — How long, 
O God of infinite holinefs and 
rectitude, doft thou delay to 


judge andavenge our blood or 


the inhabitants of the world ! 
tt Teeach of thefe were 
given white and brilliant vetts 
—and they were directed to 
wait a little longer in pati- 


ent expectation, ‘till the period | 


of their Chriftian brethren, 
who were to fuffer martyrdom, 
as they had done, fhould be 
fully completed. 

12 I looked when he open- 
ed the fixth feal, and behold ! 
there was a great earthquake 
— the fun Becanie IRC Kade 
fack-cloth of hatr, and the ® 
whole moon inttantly turned 
ted as blood : 


13 the ftars dropped from _ 


the fphere, upon the earth, 
as a fig-tree drops its blaik- 
ed fruit, when agitated by a 
furious fiorm : 

14 the heaven fhrunk up, 
like a volume of parchment 
that is rolled together — and 
every mountain and ifle were, 





of Joun. 


from their bafe : 


15 and the fovereigns of 


the earth, the tluftrious, the 
opulent, the tribunes, the 
mott dignifed perfonages, the 
flave, the freeman, hid then- 
felves in the caves and rock: 
§ of the mountains : 
16 and, in their extreme 
f con{ternation, thus addreffed 
f the mountains and the rocks 
}— * Overwhelm us tn your 
f ruins! and for ever fkreen us 
from his prefence, who fits 
fpon the throne, and from 
;the dire refentment of the 
1 Lamb ! 

17 for the great day of his 
vengeance is now arrived! 
Who is able to fupport its 
horror?” 


GiITAcPS Vit. 


: E FTER this exhib:- 
AY tion] faw four ange!s 
ftanding in the four cardinal 
pours of the globe, confining: 
the four winds that no ftorms 
fhould blow on the earth, the 

j fea, or any tree. 
{ faw then another an- 
ge] alcending from the ealt, 
having the feal of the hving 
1 God, and with a loud voice 
/he cryed to the four angels; 
who had been commiffioned 
to excite deftructive commo- 
tions 


2 Seauiy cay is the reading in the A¢/evendrian and other MSS, 


Chap. vii, 


by a violent concuflion, fhool: 


~ 


Chap. vii. 
ions in the earth, and in the 
ocean : 


3 faying to them — Inflict | 


no fatal evil either on the 
land, or on the ocean, or on 
the trees, “till we have fealed 
the fervants of our Ged in 
their foreheads. 

4. And I heard the num- 
ber of thofe who were im- 
prefled with this feal, and it 
was an hundred and forty-four 
thoufand — perfons of every 
tribe of rae! indifcriminate- 
ly fealed., 

5 Of the tribe of Juda, 
twelve thoufand were fealed : 
of the tribe of Reuben, twelve 
thoufand: of the tribe of 
Grad, twelve thoufand. 

6 Of Afher, twelve thou- 
fand: of Nepthalim, twelve 
thoufand ; of Manaffé, twelve 
thouland : 

7 Ot Symeon, twelve thou- 
fand: of Levi, twelve thou- 
fand: of Hachar, twelve thou- 
fand. 

BOF . Zabulons 


thoufand: of Benjamin, twelve 
thoufand. 

g After this vifion J look- 
ed, and behold ! a moft im- 
menfe and innumerable mul- 


communities, and languages, 


white ftoles, and holding bran- 





twelve | 
thoufand: of Jofeph, twelve | 
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10 all exclaiming in loud 
accents —- ** Salvation be a- 
{cribed to our God, who fit- 


| teth upon the throne, and to 


the Lamb! ” 

1£ Upon which all the an- 
gels, who ftood in a circle 
round the throne, the elders, 
and the four living creatures, 
proitrated themfelves before 
the throne, and devoutly wor- 
fhinped God ; 

12 faying — Amen! may 
bleffing, and glory, and wil- 
dom, and gratitude, and ho- 
nour, and dominion, and 
power, be paid to our God 
through all the revolving ages 
of eternity! ” Amen. 

13 One of the venerable 
perionages then faid to me — 
Who are thefe happy perfons, 
who are enrobed in thefe 
white and lucid vefts? from 
what region did they come ? 

14 I faid to him — You, 
fir, need not to be informed 
— he replied, Thefe are per- 
fons, who have emerged from 
the depth of forrows and fuf- 


{ferings, who have wafhed 
‘their robes, and given them 
i this con{picuous whitenefs and 
| luftre by means of the effufion 
pof the f.amb’s blood : 

titude of all nations, tribes, j 


15 for which diftineuifh- 


fed virtue they are advanced 
ftood before the throne, and ] 
before the Lamb, arrayed in | 


to this ftation before the 
throne of God, and inceffant- 


| ly worfhip him day and night 


ches of palm in their hands: 4in his temple — and he, who 


fitteth 


258 


ficteth upon the throne, fhall 
tix his blifsful retidence a- 
mong them. 


16 They fhall feel the fen- | 
hunger and of thirft | 


fations of 
no more 
the fierce 
any other {corching 
{hall ever affiil thern : 

17 forthe Lamb, who is in 
the midit of the throne, {hall 


for neither 
rays of the fun, or 
thames 





be their fhepherd, and conduct j 


them to the fountain of the 


waters of ® life, and God fhall { 


Wipe every {ear from their 


eyes! 


CH Aur 


re HEWN he opened the 
W feventh fea], there 
vas a profound filence in 
heave for half an hour. 
2 And J faw feven angels 
ftanding before Ged, and there 
were igven trumpcts given to 
then). 
3 Another angel then ap- 
proached, and took. his {tation 
at the altar, having a golden 
cenfer—and to him there was 
given a lorge quantity of in- 
c -enle to offer, along with the 
prayers of tl 
golden altar, which itood be- 
tore the throne. 
4 The fmoak 
grant incenic, which was OI- 
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12 holy’, on the! 


of this fra- | 


Chap. vili3 
fered together with the de- 
F votions of the holy, afcended 
from the angel’s hand betore 
. vere lmichty. 

The angel then took 
bee cenier, filled ic with fire 
Sfrom the altar, and threw it 
Epon the e earth—upon whicn: 
} there initantly enfued terrible 
Viounds, thunders, lightnings, 
band an earthquake. 

6 After this, the feven 
f anzels who had the feven 
trumpets, prepared to found 
ythem. 
1 7 The firft angel founded 
j his trumpet—and immediate- 
fly dreadful ftorms of hail and 
Fore, mingled with blood, 
| rufhed down upon the worid 
{—the third part of the trees 
were burned to aihes, and all 
jthe verdant herbage was to- 
i tally contumed. 

8 The fecond angel found- 
ed his trumpet — and an im- 
menfe mafs, like an enor- 
mous mountain all involved 
in flames, was thrown into 
the ocean — and the third part 
of its waters initantly became 

blood : 

g and the third part of the 
animals expired — and the 
third part of all the fhips on 
its furtace perifhed. 

10 The third angel found- 
ed his trumpet — and imme- 
diately there fell from heaven 
a flar 


: 
| 





° Zous wvyns is the true reading, 


Chap. ix: 


a ftar of vaft bulk, flaming 
like a torch — and it dropped 
on the third part of the rivers, 
and upon the fountains of 
waters. 

11 The name of this ftar 
is wormwood — for the third 
part of the waters of the 
earth inftantly turned bitter 
as} wormwood —and_ vatt | 
numbers of the human {pecies 
died by drinking the waters, ; 


becaule they were impregnated 


with fuch a nexious quality. 
12 Vhe fourth angel 41 
founded his trumpet - ane aad 





4) 
the third part of the fun was | 


immediately ftruck, the third 
part of the moon, and the f 
third part of the {tars 
that the third part of! 
thefe luminaries was inftantly | 
fhrouded in darknefs, and ! 
the third part of the day and } 
of the night, alfo, was ob- 
{cured in total gloom. 

i then looked, and heard ] 
an P eagle flying through thre 
midft a heaven, exclaiming 
with a loud voice, Woe, Woe, 
Woete the world’s ies 
tants, by reafon of the dire 
clangors of the trumpets of 
rhe ‘three other angels, who 
are yet to blow. 


Dy row 





Cerber.. ioe 


HIE fifth angel found- 
ed his trumpet—and 


TOA ty. 
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I faw a itar that had fallen 
from heaven, and to him was 
eiven the Key of the unfa- 
thomable gulf, 

2 Immediately he opened 
the unfathomable cult 
and out of it afcended a 
sys) vapour, like the black 





*{moak that rifes from a large 
furnace, which blotted out 
the fun, and involved the 


vhole {xy in gloomy dark- 
neis. 

3 From this frioak there 
ified and fell locufts upon 
which were em- 
powered to inflict the fame 
dreadful miferies, which fcor- 
pions inflict. 

4 Thefe were directed not 
to injure the herbage of the 
field, or any verdure, or any 
tree, but to invade thofe per- 
fens only who had not the 


| {eal of God impreffed on their 
i foreheads. 


5 They were not permitted 
to punifh men with death — 
only to torment them five 
months — and the torments 
they inflict were like the ago- 
nizing. torture a perfon feels 
from the bite of a fcorpion. 

6 In that period, mankind 
will wifh for death to releafe 
them from the miferies they 
faftain, and fhall not find its 
friendly aid — they will in- 
dulee ardent defires to die, 
but death fhall refufe to de- 

ty liver 


> Agrap is the true reading. 
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liver them from their wretch- 
edneis. 

7 The figure of thefe lo- 
cufts refembled horfes, com- 
pleatly harneffed for battle, 
on their heads they wore glit- 
tering ornaments, like golden 
crowns, and their face was 
hke the human: 

8 their hair refembled the 
flowing treffes of the fair fex, 
and their teeth were like the 
fangs of the lion: 

g they wore breaft-plates, 

that had a fimilar appearance 

to thofe that are made of iron, 
the found of their wings was 
like the tremendous rattle of 
chariots, when vaft troops of 
cavalry all rufh into the bat- 
tle: 

10 they have tails, fimilar 
to thoie of the fcorpion, arm- 
ed with fanes—and they have 
licence to {fpread mifery and 
wretchednefs among man- 
kind, for hve months : 

az they are headed by a 
fovereign, who is the angel 
of the unfathomable eulf, 
whofe name, in Hebrew, 1s 
Abaddon, in Greek, Apol- 
lyon. 

12 The firft woe is paft— 
behold! there are ftill im- 
pending two more woes, ‘uc- 
ceffive to this. 

§—13 Tne fixth angel 
founded his trumpet — and I 
heard a voice iffuing from the 


@ Tarzan is the reading 
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Chap. ix, 
four horns of the golden al- 
tar, which was before the 
Supreme, 

oF faying to the fixth an- 
gel who had the trumpet — 
Loofe the fetters of thofe four 
angels who have been con- 
fined at the great river Eu- 
phrates. 

15 Inftantly thofe four an- 
gels were freed from their 
chains, who were commiffion- 
ed to deftroy the third pare 





they were permitted to con- 


tinuie thefe ravages for an 
hour, a day, a month, and a 
year. 

16 The number of the ca- 
valry they had in their armies, » 
was two myriads of myriads 
— [ heard the number re- 
cited, 

17 Talfo faw in the vifion, 
the horfes and the horfemen, 
who appeared | in breaft- plates 
of the colour of fire, of ja- 
cinth, and bear one — the 
heads of the horfes were like 
the heads of lions, and from 
their mouths iffued fire and 
{moak and brimftone. 

18 By thefe three deftruc- 
tive 1 plagues was the third 
part of the human race mife- 
rably flaughtered, by the fire, 
the {moak, and the brimitone, 


which iffued out of their 

mouths. 
ig For the whole ftrength 
of 


in the “beft MSS, 
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of thefe horfes is confined to! and he fixed his right foot on 
their mouths ' and their tails the ocean, and his left on the 
—for their tails are like fer- # earth - 


pents, and they have heads He then uttered a loud 
tre 


3 
annexed to them — It is mau sand tremendous  vocifera- 
thee they doall. the ag al} tion, Hke the roaring of a 
xecution, lion — when he ceafed, {even 
20 And the other remain- W clans of thunder uttered their 
ing part of ores who ier iONS. 
had not fallen a facrifice to After the fucceffive ex- 


thefe depopulating evils, did} sieton or theie feven claps 
not repent of their abandoned ; OF - inder, 1 was going to 
wickednefs, but continued to! write down the words they 
vay their adoration to fouls pronovnced — but I heard a 
departed, to idols of gold, |v voice cut of heaven addreffing 
filver, brais, ftone, wood; ime and favi ne —- Suppreis in 
blind and deaf and motion- peneran! le filence what the 
lefs ftatues: it] thunders tpoke, and commit 
21 nor aid they repent of fit not to writing. 
the murders they perpetrated, 5 The angel then, whom 
cf the arts of poifoning they qT faw fanding on the fea and 
practifed, or of the debau-fon the land, “raifed his right 
cheries and robberies they {hand to heaven, 
committed. 6 and folemnly {wore by 
that Being, whofe duration is 
ee all eternity, who formed 
CP a. 2G z tne heaven, and all beings 
who inhabit it, the earth, and 
Then faw anotherangel, tall the creatures that move 
of immenfe ftrength, des to on its lurface, and the ocean, 
icendine from heaven, array | with all the various animals 
ed in a® cloud, and his head! ic contains, thar the happy 
encircled with a rainbow, ig) period would not yet com- 
face was like the fun, | his feet } mence, 
like pillars of fire : 7 but that it would take 








2 He held in his hand a} place in the days, when the 
very fmall volume, open —] feventh angel founded his 
YU 2 trumpet 


‘ K4t ey pais cvptis avutwy feem to have been the original reading. 


$ ——— Nube candentes humeros araiftus 
Ausur Apollo, | Herat. lib. a. Ode 74 
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trumpet — the difpenfations 
of God would, then, receive 
their full and perfect com- 
pletion, as he had affured his 
fervants the ptophets. 

§ The voice then, which 
I heard from heaven, directed 
itfelf again to me, and faid— 
Go. take that little volume, 
which is held open in the 
hand of the angel who ftands 

on the fea and on the land. 

g I advanced accordingly 
to the angel and iaid — Give 
me the little volume— Take 
it, he replied, and eat it up— 
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in thy mouth it will have a] 


delicious fweetnefs, like ho- 


ney; in thy ftomach, a dii-' 


agreeable bitternets. 

to I then took the fmall 
volume from the angel’s hand, 
and eat it up — and its tafte 
in my mouth was like the 
tweetnefs of honey, but in 
my ftomach it had an acrid 
and naufeous bitternefs. 

iz He -then jaid towme, 
Thou muft again prophely to } 
numerous nations, countries, | 
lanouages, and kingdoms. 


Cree. el: 
FTER this there was 
given to me a reed, 
likea meaturing rod. and he 
angel, who flood, 1 faid to me 
—Rife and meafure the tem- 
ple of God, in which the al- 


i 


LY i a a EE rt tice en 


Chap. x1. 


tar is erected, and where 
pious votaries worthip : 

but the external court 
of the temple do not meature 
at all, forit is given up to the 
Heathens, who fhall trample 
under foot the holy city, two 
and forty months. 

Yet I will endow my 
two witneffes with power, 
and they fhall prophefy a 
thoufand two hundred and 
fixty days, cloathed in fack- 
cloth. 

4. Thefe are the two oltive- 
trees, and the two Jamps, 
Which ftand before the tu- 
preme Ruler of the world. 

5 It any one attempt to 
injure thele, fire inftantly i- 
fueth out of their mouth, and 
devoureth their opponents — 
to this dreadful doom niuft 
every one, who plots their 
ruin, be devoted. 

6 Thefe have power to 
feal up the clouds, that no 
refrefhing fhowers diftil on 
the eround, during the days 
of their prophecy— they have 
| power, alfo, over the waters, 
to turn herd into blood, and 
to {mite the earth with every 
plague, as often as they pleate. 

7 When they fhall have 
fimfhed their teftimony, the 
beaft, which afcends cut of 
the unfathomable gulf, fhall 
commence hoftilities with 
them, fhall vanquifh and kill 
them. 


his 


8 And 


Chap. xi. 
§ And their dead bodies 
fhall be thrown into the {treet 
of that great city, which, 
figuratively, is called Sodom 
and Egypt, where even our 
Lord hath been crucified. 

g And perfons of all na- 
tions, tribes, Jancuages, and 
countries, {hall fee their dead 
bodies, three days and an hair, 
and deny their corpfe the 
common rites of fepulture. 

10 And the inhabitants of 
the earth fhall infule over 
them, and indulge the higheit 
tran{ports of joy, and mutu- 


ally fend prefents to ene an-, 


other on this occafion, be- 
caufe thefe two witnefles gave 
the inhabitants of the world 
iuch tormenting inquietude. 

ii But, alter three: days 
and half, the fpirit of lite 
from God entered into them, 
and they ftood erect — ana 
great con{ternation teized ali 
the {pectators. 

12 The witnefies then heard 
a loud voice from heaven, 
faying to them, Afcend hither 
—Inftantly a cloud conveyed 
them to the celeftial regions, 
and. their enemies faw their 
triumphant afcenfion. 

13 In that hour there was 
a great earthquake, by which 
‘the tenth part of the city was 
thrown down, and feven thou- 
fand men perifhed — thofe, 
who furvived the general ruin, 
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were filled with the laft con- 
{ternation, and gave glory te 
the Gsod of heaven. 

14 The fecond woe is paft, 
behold! the third woe wilt 
{peedily commence. 

§—15 Tue feventh angel 
founded” his trumpet — on 
mien, loud voices refounded 
in heaven, exclaiminge—‘The 
' fovereio Ls of the world is 
now become our Loord’s and 
his Chrift?s, and his reign, 
fhall be perpetuated through 
all the endlefs ages of eter-. 


, nity ! | 


16 The twenty-four elders 
then, who were fitting on 
theix thrones before the Al- 
mighty, proftrated themfelves 
on their faces, and devoutly 
worfhipped the Supreme : 

17 faying—‘* We pay thee 
our moft grateful acknow- 
iedements, O Lord, the uni- 
verfal Ruler, who is, who 
wert, and who wilt be, that 
thou haft affumed thine al- 
mighty power, and taken into 
thine hands the reins of go- 
vernment ! 

18 Vhe Heathens were en- 
raged —but the period of thine 
indionation 1s now arrived, 
and the time when thou wilt 
judge the dead, and diftribute 
a reward to thy fervants the 
prophets, to the virtuous and 
to the devout, rich and poor, 
without dine tion, and when 

U2 thou. 


v marcy ts the true reading. 


20a 


04 
thou wilt milerably deitroy 
thofe who have wretchedly 
corrupted thie earth.” 

Se bo. APLER, the: exe 
hibition of thefe fcenes, the 
temple or God in heaven was 
thrown open, in which the 
ark or his covenant difplayed 
itfelf to my view— and there 
WEFe lightnings, tremendous 
noifes, claps ot thunder, an 


earth quake, and a terrible 
ftorm of hail. 
CHar. xi. 1 Anda great 


predicy appeared in heaven! 
—~2 woman cloathed with the 
fun, and the moon was un- 


der her teet, and on her head $ 


fe wore a crown cf feven 
Tears. 

2 And the period of her 
pregnancy being compiete, 
fhe uttered piercing cries, 
racked witn the agonizing 
pangs of child-birth, 


3 There appeared alio an- 


other prodigy in heaven — } 
proalgy 


behold) PiGreatete 
vith (ien heads 
herns, and on his 
wore fren an sige & 
a His tail { 
third part cr the Ane ee 
ven, and threw can upon § 
the carth— this dragon flood 
before the woman, who was 
poing to be delivered, intent 


red dragon, 
heads he 


y the} 


*.* The Hd. PART of the Revetration begins here. 
refumes the fubjeét of the former part, and illuitrates it: 


Newton in /oc, 
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and ten { 


2 elie ae 2 


Chia. 2a, 
to devour her child the mo- 
ment it was born. 

5 The woman was deliver- 
ed of a male child — who 33 
deitined to rule all the Hea- 
thens with an iron fceptre — 
but the infant was in{tantly 
caught up to the Almighty 
and to his throne. 

6 The woman then fled 
into the defert — where fhe 
has a refidence prepared for 
her by the Almighty, and in 
this {clitude fhe is to be main- 
tained a thoufand two hun- 
dred and fixty days. 

After this, hoftilities ra- 
ged in heaven—Michael and 
his angels encountered with 
the dragon and his angels. 

8 But the latter were to- 


| tally vanquifhed — and, tor 


the future, there was no place 


in heaven found to fhelter the 


routed purty. 

g The great dragon, ac- 
cordingly, was thrown out of 
heaven—the old ferpent, cal- 
led the devil and fatan, the 
sorand deceiver of the whole 
| univerfe, was thrown out of 
heaven upon the earth — his 
rangels, allo, were precipitated 
fron) the fy. 

10 | then heard a loud 
voice proclaiming in heaven 
— ** Now is arrived the fal- 

vation, 


The Apofte 
See Lowman and 


Chap. xu. 

vation, the power, 
kingdom of our God, 
the power Of nis: Chri — for 


the falfe accufer of our bre-: 
thren, who was inceflantly: 
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and the, from the ferpent, a time, and 
and # times, and half a time 


=95 


14. Vhederpent ash threw 
out of his mouth, after the 
woman, an immenfe ae 


night and day calumnuiating gj like a torrent, to fweep h 


aad traducing them berores 
our God, is torever bantlhed 


from thee regions! 


away and bury her in ae 
flocd. 
16 But the earth lent her 


t1 For the victory they| aid to the woman— the earth 
gained over him they were ae her mouth, and abfor- 


indebted to the efHufion of f the | bed 


Lamb’s blood, and to thofe; 
principles whofe truth they 


attefied — for the fake of; 
thefe they cherifhed no fondj 


love of He but freely devo-| 
mained of her defcendents, 


ted themfelves to death ! 
12 Rerice, 


ye heavens ! 


land, or 
tor the devil is deicended 


tthe pe- 


rage; conicious, tha 
iS very 


riod of his power 
fhort.” 

13. When the dragon found 
that he was ejected upon 
earth, he purfued the woman, 
who hal brought forth Ae 
male child. 

14 But to the woman \ 


therefore, Of 
and all you its} 
facred inhabitants! —~ bute 
woe to you, who refide on thef 
traverfe the ocean !§ 
tof 
you, tranfported with furicus# 


| 
were | 


e deluge, which ue dra. 
gon gio aia | his jaws, 
17 The dragon ce was 
lnfamed with rage againft the 
woman, and turned t to make 
war with thofe who {ftill re- 


who obferve the divine com- 
mands, and adhere to the 
Chriftian profeffion. 


ClpAcP. Xxte 


I A FT E-R. this, I fread 


on the fea fhore, and 
I faw a wild beaft rile up out 
of the ocean, which had fe- 
ven heads, and ten horns — 
on its horns it wore ten dia- 
dems, and upon its heads * 
names of blaiphemy. 


2 The wild beaft, which I] 


given two wines of a great; faw, refembled a leopard — 


eagie, with which the might 
{peed } ner flight into the {oli- 
tude, her former refidence — 
in eich fequeftered retreat 
fhe is maintained, far remote 


it had feet like a bearjsand a 
mouth like a lion — and the 
dragon gave it his ftreneth, his 


throne,-and inmmenie authori- 
ty. } 
U 4 ee 


" Oysuatra is the reading het inpported. 
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3 I obferved that one of 
his heads looked as if it had 
received a mortal wound — 
but the mortal {troke was 
healed, and all the world fol- 
fowed the wild beatt, {truck 
with admiration.+ 

4 And they worfhipped the 
dragon, who had invefted 
the Said beaft with its autho- 
rity — and they paid, alfo, 
devout adoration to the wild 
beaft, tay ing — Who 1s like 
the beafi! who is able to 
cope with it ! | 

5 There was then given to 
the wild beaft a mouth that 
uttered the moft enormous 
extravagancies and blafphe- 
mies—and | It was permitted to 
* flourifh forty-two months. 

6 Irthen opened its mouth 
to utter blafphemies againtt 
God, to vilify and defame his 
perfections, his tabernacle, 
and all the holy a abieanits 
of heaven. 

"7 Licence was given It to 
wage war with ne virtuous 
ancl to defeat them — and i 
was permitted to exercife un- 
limited authority over every 
tribe, country; language, and 
nation. 

8 Vo it all thofe 
tants of the world paid divine 
honours, whofe names were 
nol W! ‘itten trom the founda- 

s.or the word in thedamib’s 


inhabi- 


aé 
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zing prodigies, 


Chap. xii, 
book of life, who furrendered 
up himfelf a victim.) 

g He, whois endowed with 
intelligence, let him carefully 
employ if IN an attention to 
this. 

10 He, who drags the cap- 
tive prifoner, fhall hinicle be 
drageed a captive prifoner — 
he, whe affaffinates with the 
fword: ,)fhall himfelf by the 
iword’ be affaffinated. — In 
this period flourifhes the con- 
ftancy and fidelity of the holy.) 

11 After this, I faw another 
favage beaft afcend out of the 
earth, and it had two horns 
fimilar to thofe of the Lamb, 
but it fpoke hike a dragon. 

12 And it exerteth all the 
authority of the firft beaft in 
its prefence, and caufeth the 
world and the inhabitants to 
worfhip the fir beaft, whofe 
mortal wound was cured. 

13 It alfo difplays ama- 
makes even 
fire defcend trom heaven to 
the earth in the fight of men : 

14 fo that it deludeth the 
inhabitants of the earth by 
thefe prodigies it hath been 
impowered to diiplay in the 
pretence of the beaft — en- 
joining all mankind to make 
an image to the beaft, which 
received the deep wound from 
the fword, but recovered. 

15 Power alfo was given 
to 


* Kas ancy aoucas is fupported by the bef authorines. 


Chap. xiv. 
to it to infufe lite into the 
image of the wild beaft — in 
order that the image, too, of 
the beaft fhould ipeak, and 
caufe all who fhould refufe 
divine honours to the image 
of the beaft, to be put to 
death. 

16 It obliges all, indiferi- 
munately, {mall and great, 
rich and poor, freemen and 
flaves, to receive, from It, 
amark in their right-hand, or 
in their forehead : 

17 fo that no one 1s able to 
buy or fell, except he is im- 
preffed with this mark, or 
with the name of the wild 
beaft, or with the number of 
his name. 

18 Here is a fubject for 
fagacity and erudition — let 
him, whois intelligent, find 
out what is fignifed by the 
number of the wild beaft — 
itis a human number — it 
8 fix hundred, fixty,. fix. 


CHAP. XIV. 


i F TER this I looked, 

A and behold! y the 
Lamb ftood upon mount 
Sion, and along with him an 
hundred and forty-four thou- 


‘fand who had * his name, and # 
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the name of his Father infcri- 
bed on their foreheads. 

2, [then heard a voice out 
of heaven, folemn as the noife 
of many waters, and loud as 
the horrible explofion of thun- 
der—the voice which I heard 
was like a grand chorus of 
muficians all playing in full 
concert. 

3 Thefe chant a new fon 
before the throne, before the 
four living creatures, and the 
venerable perfonages — this 


} {ong no one could learn ex- 


cept the hundred and forty- 
four thoufand, who had been 
redeemed from the earth. 

4. Thefe are perfons of 
{fpotlefs and immaculate cha- 
{tity — thefe accompany the 
lamb wherever he goes — 
thefe were redeemed from 


famong mankind — a feleét 


aud diftinguifhed fociety de- 
voted to God and to the 
Lamb. 

6 Jn their mouth there was 
found no * falfehood—for they 
are perfectly pure and unpol- 
luted before the throne of 
God. 

6 I then faw another an- 
gel flying through the midit 
of heaven, having the ever- 
lafting goipel to publifh to all 
the inhabitants of the world, 

to 


Y To aprioy is the reading of the beft MSS, 
* See the leétions in Mill and Wet/rein. 


a Went “ay 


we tw 


is the truce reading. 
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to every country, community, | 
| for ever. 


language, and nation : 


/ 
voice — “‘ Rev fence the Al- 





— tor the period of his judg- 
\ 3 | 


ment is now arrived — pay | 


your devout adoration to the ligion of Jefus. 


great Former of the heaven, 


of the earth, of the ocean, and | 
{me write the following words 
8 He was followed by an-}— “ Happy are the. dead, 
iwho, from the prefent era, 
die fOr 
ithe Chriftian 


of all fountains of water.” 


other angel, who faid — “ Ba. 

bylon is fallen ! is fallen! that 
immentfe city ! becaufe fhe in- 
toxicated all nations with the 


inflaming wine of her debau- j 


chery.” 


Thefe were alfo follow- } 
edby athird angel, who cried | 


with a loud voice — ‘* If any 
one worfhips the wild beaft or 
its image, or receives its mark 
in his forehead, or inhishand, 


1o he fhall drink of ite 
Fand whole head held a tharp 


poured forth pure and unmix- 7 fickle, 


wine of God’s indignation, 
ed into the cup of his fury, 
and he fhall 


with fire and brimftone in the 


prefence of the Lamb.” 
it The fmoak 


are tormented, mounteth up 
for ever and ever — and the 
worfhippers of the wild beaft 
and its image, and every one 
who is impreffed witn the 
mark ef its name, have no 
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+ exclaiming with a loud f 
ithe conftancy of the holy — 

‘ . . ia . . ah oak 
mighty, and give him glory jin this period Hourith thoie, 
{who obferve the divine com- 


be tormented § 
n . e 
?with a loud voice to the per- 


prefence of the hcly angels,and j fon who fat upon the cloud— 
arifing | 


from the place, where they | 
trived — the harveft of the 


Chap. xiv. 


foothing intervals of quietude 


12 In this period flourifhes 


mands, and adhere to the re- 


13 After this IT heard a 
voice from heaven, bidding 


their attachment to 
religion ! 
Vhrice happy! mot alfured- 
ly,daith the Spirit, for they 
have found Be from their 
labours, and their virtues ac- 
company them! ” 

§—i4 I THEN }ooked, and 


—— «4 


t behold! a lucid cloud — on 
twhich one fat like the Son of 
}man, whofe temples were en- 


circled with a crown of goid, 


15 Another angel then 
came outofthe temple, crying 


Put thy fickle into the 
{ftanding corn and reap: for 
the time of harveft 1s now ar- 


world is ripe.” 
16 The perfon immediate- 
ly, who fat upon the cloud, 


ithrew his fickle into the earth, 


and the earth was reaped. 
17 Another 
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17 Another angel then} with fire — and thofe who 
came out of heaven’s tem- | had acquired a victory over 
ple, grafping allo a fharp { the wild beaft, over his image, 
fickle. over his mark, and over the 
18 A third angel aifo came { number of his name, ftood on 
from the altar, who had { the furfaccof this glaffy ocean, 
power over fire, and he called | holding in their hands the 
es a loud voice to him who} harps of Ged. 
veld the fnarp fickle, laying 3 “and they chant the fone 
— Thruft in thy fharp fickle 4 of Moles the fervant of God, 
and gather the vintage of the }and the fong of the Lamb, 
earth, for her grapes have } laying — ‘* Vaft and afto- 
attained their full maturity. fnithing are thy works, 2 
19 Inftantly the angel | | Lord God, the univerlal G 
thruft his fickle into the earth, j vernour ! righteous and true, 
and gathered her vintage, and f are thy procedures, O thou 
threw the grapes into the ca- | Sovereign of the > world! 
pacious wine-prefs of God's 4. Who would not revere 
indignation. thee, O God! who would 
20 The wine-prefs was} not celebrate thy perfections ! 
then trodden out of the city, } for thou alone art poffeffed of 
and blood ftreamed from the § immaculate holinefs — a]l the 
prefs in fuch quantities as } nations fhall come, and in de- 
reached to an horfe’s breatt } vouc homage prottrate them- 
for the fpace of fixteen hun- tfelves before thee — for the 
dred itadia. rectitude of thy adminiftra- 
{ tion hath been fully difplay- 
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CAP. XV. 
5 After the exhibition of 
I FTER this I faw | thefe fcenes I looked, and be- 
another prodigy in |hold! there was opened in 
heaven, grand andattonifhing, | heaven the temple of the ta- 
feven angels having the feven bernacle of the teftimony. 
laft plagues— tor by thefe| 6 Out of this temple iffu- 
evils the indignation of the | ed the feven angels, who had 
Almighty was fully executed. | the feven plagues, cloathed 
2 I then faw a wide ex- Jin vefts of pure and fhining 
tended plain, that refembled | linen, and encircled round 
a ica of glafs intermixed y the waifte with golden zones. 
Upon 
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7 Upon this, one of the | 
ithe waters fay — ‘‘Righteous 
fart thou, O God, who art, 


four living creatures gave to 
the feven angels feven golden 


vials, full of the wrath of } 
haft 


that great Being who liveth 
to all eternity. 


8 The whole temple then | 
, blood of faints and prophets, 


was filled with fmoak from 


the glory and the power of | 
}to drink — this requital they 
Fjuftly merit.” 


God — fo that no one could 
enter the temple until the 


feven plagues of the feven | 
jangel from the altar fay — 
is* Bqual and juft, O Lord 
| God, the univerfal Governour, 
Pare all thy inflictions! ” 


angels had received their ulti- 
imate completion. 


Caen P. ey, 


1 WP Then heard a ereat voice 
out of the temple, 


faying to the feven angels — | 
Faccordingly, aflailed with in- 
tolerable heat, and blafphem- 
fed God, who had fovereign 
| power over thefe plagues, and 
ithey were not induced by 
ithem to repent, and give him 


Go and pour the vials of the 
divine anger upon the earth. 
2 Upon this, the firft went 
and poured his vial upon the 
earth, and inftantly a fhocking 
and malignant ulcerous dil- 


o ~~ 
eafe invaded thofe who were 


impreffled with the mark of § 
Phis vial upon the throne of 
Athe beatt — upon which his 
{kingdom was totally invelop- 
ted in darknefs, and men bit 
itheir tongues 
| vexation, 


the wild beaft, and paid di- 
vine honours to tts image. 

3 The fecond poured his 
vial upon the ccean — imme- 
diately the whole body of its 
waters became like the blood 


of a dead corpie, and every | 
|of heaven on account of the 
|dire pains and ulcers, with 


living creature in it expired. 
4 The third angel poured 


his vial upon the rivers and } 
fountains of water, and they | 


vere converted into blood. 
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Chap. xvi. 


5 I then heard the angel of 


wert, and wilt be, in that thou 
inflicted thefe jude- 
ments ! 


6 becaufe they fhed the 


thou haft given them blood 


7 1 heard, alfo, another 


8 The fourth angel poured 


Vhis vial upon the fun — and 


it was permitted to fcorch 


(mankind with fire. 


g The human race were, 


clory. 
10 The fifth angel poured 


for extreme 


11 and blafphemed the God 


which they were afflicted, and 
reformed not their abandoned 
practices. 

| 12 The 


Chap. xvi. 


12 The fixth angel poured 
his vial upon the great river 
Euphrates — its channel in- 
{tantly became dry—in order 
to accommodate the kings of 
the eaft with a paflage. 


13 I then faw crawl out of. 


the mouth of the dragon, out 
of the mouth of the wild 
beaft, and out of the mouth 
ef the falfe prophet, three 
filthy fpirits, in the fhape of 
frogs. 


amazing feats, and migrate, 
in all directions, to all the 
kings of the whole univerfe, 
to convene them all to the 
battle of the great day of God 
the univerfal Governour. 


will be like the fudden attack 


of a thief — Happy is he who 


exercifeth an unremitting vigi- 


famy and fhame. 


16 And he collected them | 
to a place called, in Aedrew, | 


Armageddon. 

17 The feventh angel pour- 
ed his vial upon the air — 
upon which, a great voice 
out of the temple of heaven, 
from the throne, faid — It is 
finifhed ! 

18 And there enfued tre- 
mendous noifes, peals of thun- 
der, and flathes of lightning 
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— and there was a dreadful 
earthquake, fuch as hath ne- 
ver happened from the foun- 
dation of the wold, for the 
horror and violence of its 


* concuflions. 


19 By it the great city was 


‘rent into three parts—and the 
icities of the Heathens were 
i totally overturned — then the 
j Almighty 
+ give to Babylon the Great 
ithe cup of the wine of his 

14 Thefe are the fpirits| 
of dzmons, which perform | 


remembered to 


furious indignation. 
20 By it was every ifland 


‘torn from its bafe, and the 
| lofty mountains annihilated. 


21 And a great hail-ftorm, 


yevery {tone about the weight 
fol a 
{ heaven upon mankind — and 
15 Behold! my coming § 


rufhed from 


talent, 


men blafphemed, for the mi- 


iferies the hail inflicted; for 
pthe anguifh and torment it 
| caufed, were exceffively acute 
lance, and carefully prefervech 3 
his purity and virtue, that he | 
be not finally expofed to in- | 


and intoierable. 


CHAP. SV, 
I HEN one of the 
{even angels, whohad 
the leven vials, came and ac- 
cofted me, faying — ‘* Come 
hither, and I will thew you 
the condemnation of the great 
proftitute, who fits upon 
many waters : 

2 with whom the kings of 
the earth have maintained a 
criminal converfe, and the in- 

habitants 
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habitants of the world beens figurative reprefentation of 
inebriated by the wine of heréthe woman, and of the wild 
debauchery. ” beaft which carries her, which 
3 Accordingly he con-}has feven heads and ten 
veyed me ina vifionary fcene j oie 
into the detert —- and I faw} The beaft, which you 
a woman fitting on a fcarlet- ! a was, and is not, but will 
coloured wild beaft, that was | alcend out of the fathomlefs 
quite covered over with blai-' ult, and is to be devoted te 
phemous titles and infcrip- § deftruétion — and thofe inha- 
tions, and it had feven heads; bitants of the earth, whofe 
and ten horns. names were not enrolled in 
4 The woman was dreffed; the book of life from the 
in purple and fcarlet, andj foundation of the world, fhal} 
richly decorated with gold, j be feized with devout afto- 
precious ftones, and jewels — / nifhment, when they view the 
and fhe held in her handagold | wild beaft, which was, and is 
cup replete with her impure} not, but © will be. 
and abominable debauche-{ 9 Here is a fubje& to em- 
Fics: ploy fagacity and wifdom — 
5 Her name was infcribed} the feven heads  reprefent 
on her forehead —— Mvystre-{feven mountains, on which 
RY, THE GREAT Basytow, | the woman fits. 
THE MOTHER OF PRosTiTu-| 10 They alfo reprefent 
TES, AND OF ALL THE DE - | feven kings— five are defunct 
TESTABLE ENORMITIES IN |— one 1s now living — the 
THE WORLD. iotber hath not yet appeared 
6 I obierved that the {— when he appears, his con- 
woman was drunk wich the] tinuance will be very fhort. 
blood of the noiy, and with 2 1n1 And the wild beaft, 
the blood of the ae which was, and is not, is the 
of Jefus — iuch a fpectacle e | eighth—is_ a defcendent from 
~] 





i 
ii 
; 
; 
! 


ftruck me with the latt afto-} the feves— and will be devo- 
nifhment | t red to deftruction. 
7 Ee aa then faid to 12 Andtheten horns, which 
me— Why do you exprefs | you faw, reprefent ten kings, 
who have not yet received 
their kingdom—but who will, 


at the ee time with die 


beat, 


fuch amazement? —JI will 
give you a more eXp. ici. Te 
faenaticn concerning = this 


© Kay wugegas is the reading in the Alexandrian MS. 
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beaft, be invefted with regal , which exercifes fupreme fove- 

covernment. | reignty over the foyercigns of 
13 Thefe are all actuated | the world. 

by the fame fentiments, and } 

sive their power and autho- 


rity to the beaft. | CHA. 2V i. 

ta hele fthall make war 
with the Lamb, and the Lamb | I FTER thefe exhibi- 
thall defeat them — for he ts tions, I faw an ange! 


the Lord of lords, and Sove- defcending from heaven, veft- 

reign of fovercigns, and his; ed with great authority, and 
gore are a diftinguifhed, | the whole earth was illumi- 
felect, and faithful com mu- | nated by his glorious {pler- 
nity. dour. 

15 Efe then faith to me— 2 He then cried with 2 
The waters, which you faw, | ee voice, faying —- The 
where the proftitute fits, re-} great Babylon is fallen! is 
prefent nations, and multi- } fallen! andis become the re- 
tudes, and countries, and lan-{ fidence of dwzmons, the ren- 
guages, dezvous of every impure {pi- 
16 And the ten horns, irit, and the refort of every 
which you faw project from | ominous and deteftable bird. 
the beaft, fhall hate the pro-! 3 For fhe intoxicated all 
{titute, fhall make her EI” with the inflaming 
Jate and naked, fhall devour i wine of her debauchery—the , 
her flefh, and ie her with } t fovereigns of the world main- | 
hire. ‘tained criminal converfe with 

17 For the Almighty hath : her, and the merchants of the 
powerfully influenced their {earth derived immenfe riches 
hearts to perform his defigns, } from the boundlefs multipli- 
and unanimoufly to concur in} city of her luxurious refine- 
one fentiment, and to give { ments. 
their kingdom to the wildf 4-1 then heard another 
beaft, until that period arrive, | voice from heaven, faying, — 
when the difpenfations of the} Abandon her, my people, left 
Supreme fhall have received } you participate with her in 
their full and final accom-}her crimes, and fhare with 
plifhment. j her in her punifhments. 

18 The woman, whom you} 5 For the immenie pile of 
faw, reprefents the ereat city {her crimes hath touched the 

very 
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very heavens: and the Al- 
mighty hath remembered all 
her enormities. 

6 Rerahate upon her the 
treatment fhe has given you, 
and inflict upon her a double 
portion of wretchednels — in 
the bow], 1n which the min- 
gled for you the intoxicating 
potion, do you infule for her 
draught, double the poifonous 
ingredients. 

In proportion as fhe hath 
decorated herielf with pomp- 
ous magnificence, and revel- 
led in luxurious excefles ; the 
fame meafures do you oblerve 
in the torture and anguifh 
you impofe upon her — be- 
caule fhe hath infolently faid 
in her heart; ** £ will fita 

ueen: Iam no widow: I 
fhall never know forrow.” 

8 For this, in one day fhall 
her miferies all invade her, 
death, and defpair, and fa- 
mine—and fhe fhall be totally 
confumed with fire — for 
mighty is the lord, who de- 
voteth her to this doom. 

Then fhalt the fovercigns 
of the world, who traverted 
a circle of debauchery and 
luxury with her, deplore her 
wretchednef{s, and bewail her 
fate in floods of tears — when 
they fee the {moak afcend 
from the conflagration that 
involveth her : 

ro ftanding a great diftance 
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Chiap, xvilis 
from her for fear of being 
confounded in the generat 
deftruction, and bitterly ex- 
claming — Ah! Ah! the 
great city Babylon! the migh- 
ty city! how hath thy wretch- 
ed doom furprized thee in a 
moment ! 

11 The merchants of the 
earth alfo fhalf weep and la- 
ment over her — becaule ne 
one for the future will ever 
buy the merchandize thev 
imported from her : 

12 the merchandize of gold, 
of filver, of precious {tones; 
of jewels, of fine linen, of 
purple, of filk, of {carlet-— 
all che rich manufactures in 
thyine wood, in ivory, in 
coftly wood, in brafs, in iron, 
in marble: 

13 the commerce cf cinna- 
mon, {pices, perfumes, frank- 
incenfe, wine, oil, the finett 
flower, corn, beatts, fheep, 
horfes, chariots, flaves, and 
fouls of men. 

¥4 All thy lucrative gains; 
in which thy whole foul cen- 
tered, are loft to thee for ever 
— all thy elegancies and re- 
finements are torn from thee, 
and theu fhale never behold 
them miore. 

15 The merchants, who 
accumulated fuch immentfe 
riches from a commerce with 
her, fhall ftand at a vaft.di- 
{tance from her, for fear of 
being: 


Chap. x1x. 


being involved in her dire de- § 
itrudtion, deploring her fate § 


in Be accents Of orie! 


16 eee Ah . Ah! : 
fjarge as | 
J plunged it 
; laying = Such is the impetu- 
Polity, 
Icity Babylon fhail be tumbled 


the immenfe city | which was 
arrayed in fine linen, and 
pt urple, and fcarlet, and rich- 
ly decorated with gold and 
precious ftones and diamonds! 


how, in a moment, is all thy [ 
opulence funk in a gulf of 


utter ruin | 
17 Every pilot, alfo, every 
one who failed to the place 


every fhip’s crew, and every | 
one concerned in naval com- { 
merce, flood at a great di- | 
yin thee — the found ot the 


itance from her: 


18 and beholding the fmoke j 
from the § 
fhe | 
vas involved, they raifed loud } 
} thee — the feftivities of nup- 


mount the fkies 
Senet eee in which 


; ee difmal {creams, repeat- 


ing — What place was ever | 
f found in thee — Thy mer- 
} chants were the i!luftrious of 


like this magnificent city ! 

19 They threw duft upon 
cheir heads, and; bathed in 
floods of tears and grief, ut- 
tered doleful lamentations, 
erying— Ah! Ah! this im- 
perial city! in which all, who 
engaged in naval bufineis, 
acquired fuch immienfe riches 
from her magnificence! how 
art thou, in one hour, totally 
deiclated ! 

2O AERUIE Over hen O Neaz 
ven! and ail ye holy angels 
and prophets ! — for the Al- 

V.ol.c0, 
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mighty hath avenged your 
caute on her. 

21 A mighty angel then 
tock up an enormous ftone, 
a mitl-ftone, and 
into the ocean, 


with which the ereat 


and be 


from her elevation, 


i for ever loft! 


22 The voice of harpers, 


of fingers, of pipers, and of 
| trumpeters 


fhall never be 
heard again in thee— no artift, 
fkilled in any art or icience 
vhatever, fhall ever appear 


mill-ftone fhall never more be 
heard in thee. 

23 The light of a lamp 
fhall never again be feen in 


tial toy fhall never more re- 


the world, becauie all nations 


}were infatuated by thy in- 


oxicating potion. 
2.4, And in her was found 
the blood of prophets, and 
faints, and of all, who had 
been murdered in the world. 


S22 eee ree a Pe 


I FTER thefe things 
: I heard the whole 
chorus of heaven, like the 


™ united 


fee AL and Wetfeir. 


260 The Revelation of Joun. Chap. xin 
united noife of a vaft multi- 4 the Lord God, the univertal 
tude, faying—Alleluja! Sal-§ Governour, reigneth ! 
vation and glory and honour§ 7 Jet us indulge the higheit 
and dominion be afcribed to} tranfports of exultation and 
the Lord our God ! triumph, and give him glory, 
For his infliGtions are|j for the nuptial folermnities or 
quft and equitable —- he hath ¥ 1¢ Lamb are now to be ce- 
punifhed the great proftitute [lebrated, and his bride hath 
who corrupted the werld with t already decorated herfelf. 
her debauchery, anc he hath 8 She was adorned in a 
avenged the blood of his 4 veft of the fineft linen, which 


fervants, which her hand had {reflected the moft pure and 





{pilled. brilliant luftre—this rich and 
3 «A fecond time they all } elegant drefs reprefents the pe 
cried, Alleluja! — and the¢ rity y and rectitude of the holy 


g He then commanded me 
to write down the following 
words—Happy are they, whe 
have been invited to the nup- 

4 Immediately the four?tial entertainment of the 
and twenty elders, and the# Lamb! — he then added — 
four living creatures, proftrat- { Vhefe are the infallible cic- 
ed themiclves, and paid their ¢ tates of the Almighty! 


{moak, which arofe from i 
conflagration in) which 
was involved, mounted 
for ever and ever. 


cc ene 


devout adorations to the Al-¢ 1o I then proitrated my- 
mighty, who fits upon the jf felf at his feet to pay him di. 
throne, jaying—Amen! Al- “| vine honours —— but he pre- 
lela ! | vented me, faying——[Lam but 


5 A voice then esata your fellow-fervant, and one 
from the pus aying — 4 eg brethren who attefted 
Prailfe our God all a ay fer-¢the reheion of Jelus — pay 
vants, and you, who aes ae homage to God — the 
him, of all orders and cendi- ' prophetic 2 afHatus you enjoy 
tions, inailcriminately. is the atreftation of Jefus. 





6 Upon which [heard the? §—11 Arrer this I faw 
whole choir of heaven, like} heaven opened, and behold! 
the voice of an immenfe mul- fa white {teed anced and 
titude, or as the united noife} he, who was mounted upon 
of many torrents, or as the! him, was called Faithful and 
Joud peals of thunder, all, at{ True — whofe decifions and 


once, exclaiming, All eluja! |} whofe wars are equitable. 
12 from 


Chap. xix. 


12 From his eyes darted a , 
{noble and ignoble. 


radiance, like flames of fire 


——on his head he wore many § 
diadems—on him was a name | 
which no perfon | 
could comprehend but him- j 
| war with him, who was mount- 


inicribed, 
felf. 


13 He was robed in a yet § 
dipped in blood — and his? 
name 1s called, The revealer | 
} was feized, and the falfe pro- 
i phet, who was along with ir, 


of the Deity. 
tw The celeftial armies 


followed him on white fteeds, } 
and arrayed in fine linen of | 
the moft pure and {plendid | 


luftre. 
15 Out of his mouth play- 
eda 


himfelf treadeth the wine- 


NYO i = as ‘ ree “ 
prefs of the furious indigna- | 


t1on of God the fupreme uni- 
verlal Governour. 

16 On his veft and on his 
thigh is this infcription — 
MONARCH OF MONARCHS: 
SOVEREIGN OF SOVEREIGNS. 

17 I then faw an angcl 


= 
itandine in the fun, and he 


cried with a loud voice, fay- 
ing to all the fowls who cut 
the cetherial fky — Come and 
collect yourlelves to the fup- 
per prepared for you by the 
creat God: 

18 to eat the flefh of kings, 
the fiefh of tribunes, the flefh 
of the mighty, ore flefh of 
horfes, and a horfemen, and 
che fleth of a} promifcuous 
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hace lance to {mite the § 
Heathens—he will rule them [ 
with an iron fceptre — and | 
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multitude, freemen and flaves, 


19 I then faw the wild 
beaft and the fovereigns of 
the world, and their armies 
all collected together to make 


ed on the fteed, and with his 
ariny. 
20 And 


the wild beaft 


who performed the jiifacu=- 
lous prodigies betore it, by 
which he impofed upon thofé, 

who received the mark of the 
wild beaft, and who worfhip- 
| ped his image —and they were 
| precipitated alive into a flery 
lake that burns with brim- 
tone, 

21 And all the reft of their 
adherents were tlain by the 
lance, which iffued out of the 


mouth of him who was mount- 


fed upon the fteed — and all 
the fowls were glutted with 
their carcafes. 


CPAs. eX. 


I Then faw an angel de- 
{cending out of heaven, 
having the key of the unfa- 
thomable gulf, and a great 
chain in his hand : : 

a ad he fevzed. theadra- 
gon, the old ferpent, who 1s 
the devil and fatan, and con- 
fined him for a thouwland years. 

2 g ike 


S The Revelation 
3 He then precipitated 
him headlong into the abyts 
—- commited him to clofe 
cuftody — fixed his feal upon 
the mouth of the gulf, to 
prevent his deluding the na- 
tions any more, unt the 
thoufand years are elapled — 
for after the expiration of this 
period he muft be fet at li-t 
berty for a little time. 

4 Ithen faw thrones, and 
the perfens who fat upon 
them, and they were appoiat- 
ed to adminiiter yuihce — | 
faw, alfo, 


‘e) 


‘ 


their attachment to the Chri- 


{tian profeffion, and for their 4 
Pp 5 ; 


inflexible adherence to divine 
revelation, who never had 
paid religious homage to the 
wild beaft, or to its image, 


ond who never had received § 


the mark in their foreheads, 
or in their hands—thefe lived 
and reigned with Chrift a 
a Sulaae years. 
5 
were not reftored to life “nlf 
the thoufand so were com- 
pleced—tius 1s the ~rf refur- 
recon. 

6. © Diftinguifhed is his 
happinefs who attains the fe- 
licity of this fiz refurrection 
—on fuch illuftrious fpirits 
the arrows of the fecond death $ 


SY 
a 


5 a} 


fs 


can make no impreffion 4 


but they fhall be conftituted 


© MaxapiG axs 


the fouls cf thofe, ! 
who had been beheaded for | 


But the reft of the dead 


of JouRN. Chap. xx, 
the pricfts of God and of 


Chrift, and they fhall reign 
with him a thoufand years. 
§$—7 Wen thefe thou- 
fand years are elapied, then 
fhall fatan be looted ! from his 

confinement. 

S And he fhall come forth 

to cleceive the nations which 
inhabit the four cardinal points 
of the world, Gog and Ma- 
cece, to convene them all to 
war — the number of thete 
will furmount the fand of the 
fea. 
g They then all aie 
to the breadth of the earth, 
and furrounded the camp of 
athe Holy, and the beloved 
; city—but fire defcended from 
‘God out of heaven, and ut- 
terly confumed them. 

10 And the devil, who 
had feduced them into thefe 
fatal errors, was precipitated 
into a lake of fire and brim- 
ftone, in which the wild beaft 
and the falfe prophet had 
been plunged, and they fhall 
be tormented day and night 
for ever and éver. 

11 I then beheld a large 
waite throne, and faw a per- 
fon fitting on it, from whole 
countenance the earth and 
the fy vanifhed and difap- 
eared, and no traces of them 





AER EE, RPS eS 


; 


lett! 
12 I then faw the dead of 
severy order and condition 
ftand 


ayviGy, 
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itand before God — and the} the tabernacle of God is with 
books were opened—and an-} men !—He will refide among 
other volume was opened | them— they fhall be his peo- 
whieh is the book of life —f{ple, and he himfelf fhall be 
and fentence was paffed upon } ever propitioufly prefent with 
the dead according to their} them as their God! 
actions, which were regiltered 4 God fhall wipe away 
in thefe books. every tear from their eyes — 
13 ‘The ocean furrendered } death fhall be for ever banifh- 
up its dead — death and thefed thofe happy feats! — alk 


erave delivered their dead —] iorrow, grief, and pain fhall 
and every individual of hu-} be no more! — the former 
man kind was judged accord- { evils are for ever removed! 
ing to his actions. 5 Ide then, who fat upon 
14 Death and the grave} the throne, thus accofted me 
were then thrown into the}— Behold! [I form a new 
fiery lake —— this is the fecond | creation! — and, he added, 
death. commit this to writing, for 


15 And if the name of} thefe affurances are true, and 
any one was not found enrol- | their veracity may be depend- 
led in the book of life, he was fed upon. 
thrown into the lake of fire. 6 And he faid to me -— It 

1s finihed! —- Lam Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning 


Goll Auk. .2oek and the end—to him, who 1s 
| parched with thirft, I will 
i J Then faw anew heaven | freely give the refrefhing wa- 


and a new world — for | ter of the fountain of life. 
the former heaven and the{ 7 All this felicity fhali be 
former worid had totally va- [the everlafting inheritance of 
nihed and dHappeared, and {the virtuous conqueror — ] 
the ocean was no more. will be his God, and he fhall 


2 I John beheld the facred oc my fon! 


city, the New Jerufalem, de- 8 Bur che apoftate, the 
{cending from God out of the } difbeliever, the profligate, the 
celeftial regions, embellifhed { murderer, ‘the debauchee, the 
with all the elegance with|poifoner, the idolater, ana 
which a bride is decorated for Jevery liar, fhall be configned 
the reception of her Spoufe. {to the jake which burneth 
3 {then heard a loud voice }with fire and brimftone — 

fom heaven , faying—Behold! hich is tue fecond death. 
9g Then 
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g Then one of the feven 
angels, who had the feven 
laft plagues, approached me 

and faid — Come hither, and 
I will fhew you the Bride the 
Lamb’s Spoufe. 

10 Upon which he con- 
veyed me, in a vifionary {cene, 
to the fummit of a large and 
jofty mountain, and exhibited 
to my eyes the immenfe city, 
the holy Jerufalem, deicend- 
ing from God, out of the 
celeftial abodes. 

11 It was all irradiated 
with the glorious {plendours 
of the Almighty — and the 
radiance it emitted was like 
the luftre of the moft precious 
ftones, like a jafper, darting 
its {trong effulgence around. 

r2 It was furrounded with 
a wall, great and high—it had 
twelve gates — at ev ery gate 
an angel was ftationed — the 
names of the feveral gates 
were fixed over them in an 
infcription—their names were 
thofe of the twelve patriarchs 
of Ifrael. 

13 On the eaft it had three 
gates, on the north, three, on 

the fouth, three, on the weft, 
three. 

14 The city-wall had alfo 
twelve foundations——on which 
were infcribed the names of 
the twelve apoftles or the 
Lamb. 

| Gea a ee 
converfed 


who 


had 


moreover, 
with me, 


of JOHN. Chap. xxi. 


a golden meafuring-rod to 
take the dimenfions of the 
city, its gates, and its wall, 

16 The city was an exact 
fquare — its length the fame 
as its breadth — he took the 
exact dimenfions of the city 
with his meafuring-rod, in 
compafs twelve thoufand 
{tadia — the iength, breadth 
and heighth of it were perfect. 
ly proportionate and regular. 

17 Hie meatured the wall, 
which was an hundred and 
forty-four cubits — the augel 
ufine the fame ftandard in 
menfuration as mankind ule. 

18 The wall was conftruct- 
ed with jafper, and the city 
all of pure folid gold, that re- 
flected a light like the bright- 
nefs of the pureft cryttal. 

19 The foundations of the 
city-wgll were moft magnifi- 
cently ornamented with every 
fpecies of precious ftones — 
The firit foundation was jaf{- 
per; the fecond, fapphuire ; 
the third, chalcedon; the 
fourth, emerald ; 

20 the fifth, fardonyx ; the 
fixth, fardius; the feventh, 
chryfolith,; the eighth, beryl, 
the ninth, topaz; the tenth, 
chryfoprafus ; the eleventh, 
hyacinth ; the twelfth, ame- 
thyit. 

21 The twelve gates, alfo, 
were compofed of twelve dia- 
monds—each gate, refpective- 
ly, was one entire fingle dia- 

~ mond 


Chap. xx1. 


mond — The city, alfo, was | 


paved with the fineit gold, 
bright as tran{parent cryttal. 
22 In this city I faw no 
temple — for the Lord God, 
the univerfal Governour, and 


the Lamb, compofe its tem- | 


ple. 


23 The city hath no need | 


of the fun, or of the moon 


to illuminate 1t—for the glory J 
of God tirradiates it, and the | 
Lamb diffufes the moit facred | 


hight around. 


24. Amid this glorious | 


{plendour fhall the immenfe 
multitudes of the faved walk! 


— The virtuous fovereigns of | 
the world bring with them | 


all their pomp and magnih- 
cence Into it. 

25 The gates of this city 
will never be fhut in the day 
-—in the day, becaufe the 


night will be for ever banifh- | 


ed from thefe abodes! 

26 The virtuous and the 
good fhall, feverally, bring 
with them 
erandeur and clegance that 
is found in every diftinct re- 
eion of the univerfe. 

27 But within its holy pre- 


cinéts nothing fhall ever be | 


admitted that js impure and 


falfe — none, except thole, ; 
whofe names have been en- | 
rolled in the Lamb’s bock of | 


life, 
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D | 
intomit, call the; 


git 
Cuap. xxi. 1. He then 
|fhowed me the limpid river 
}of the water of lite — clear 
and pellucid as cry{tal—flow- 
ing from the throne of the 
| Almighty and of the Lamb. 

2 On each fide of the ftreet, 
and of the river, was planted 
the tree of lite, producing 
} twelve kinds of fruit, which 
every month attained their 
full maturity — the leaves of 
this tree are a fovereign re- 
| medy for every indifpofition. 

3 Nothing will ever inter- 
}vene to’ interrupt this fel- 
| city— the throne of God and 
of the Lamb fhall eternally be 
eftablifhed in it, and his vo- 
Itaries fhall ferve him: 

; 4 and they fhall ever be 
fin his immediate prefence, 
fand his name fhall be in- 
iicrtbed on their foreheads. 

5 The fhades of night will 
}here be unknown! its inha- 
ibitants have no need of the 
jfaint climmer of a taper, or 
of the fplendours of the fun 
|— for the Lord God throws 
ithe pureft radiance around 
{ chein—in his happy kingdom 
ithey fhail reten through atl 
the revolving ages of eter- 
Pnity ! 

§—6 Arter thefe vific- 
nary exhibitions, he faid — 
Thefe prophetic aflurances, 
which you have received, are 
founded 





Tay xaretepa, diminution, abatement, allay: fee Wetfein, 
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founded upon the moft cer- 
tain veracity and truth—Tnhe 
Lord, the God of the holy 
prophets, hath difpatched his 
angel to ae ene his 
fervants the events, 
receive their accomplith- 
ments. 

7 Behold! I come quick- 
ly! Happy is he who obfer- 
veth the predictions of this 


book ! 


8 I John faw theie fcenes § 
jthe beginning and the end, 
things uttered — and after I} the firft and the lait. 
had heard and feen them, If 
proftrated mylelf at the feet} 
cf the angel who reprefented | 
them before me, to pay him} 
; in triumph through the gates 


J into the city! 


exhibited, and heard thete 


religious honours. 
9g But he prohibited me, 


faying — I am only your fel. | 


low-fervant, one of your bre- 


thren the prophets, and cne | 
of thofe whe regard the di- | 
vine affurances contained in | 
this book—pay religious wor- | 


fhip folely to the Deity. 


10 He added — Do not# 
fupprels the prophetic pre-| 
dictions of this book--fer the | 
in which the accom- } 


time, 
plifhment of them will com- 
mence, will very foon arrive. 

rr He who is unjuit, & 


will, notwithttandine — thele 
Cautions, continuc his inju- 
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) {tice : he, who is abandoned, 
Iwill continue his abandoned 


Fcouries — but the virtuous 
Pwill till perfitt in the purfuit 
}of virtue, and the holy per- 
which 


muft very fhortly begin to | 
Liny never will very fpeedily 


fevere in holineis. 
12 Behold! the time of 


arrive ! — then I bring retri- 


| butions with me, to requite 
A every individual of the human 
frace according to his refpec- 
itive actions. 


13 lam Alpnaand Omega, 


14 Happy are thofe, who 
obey his commands ! — they 
fhall have free accefs to the 
tree of life, and fhall enter 


15 But fierce and violent 
perfecutors, potfoners, de- 
bauchees, murderers, idola- 
ters, and every one who loves 
and invents a falfe religion, 
fhall be for ever excluded ! 

16] Jefus have deputed 
my angel folemnly to atteft 
the truth of thefe things in 
the Chriftian churches — I 
am the true defcendent of 
David, the radiant morning- 


F (tar. 


17 The Spirit and the 
Bride fay, Come ! — and lee 
him, who hears thefe truths 

repeat 


é This, which in the Original is in the ¢wperative mood, is to be conf- 
dered as fpoken in the profhefic ftyle, and means no more than that thete 


rrophecies would not afect the gener 


al osral fate of the world. 


Whapear. 
repeat his joyful afflent— Let 
him, who is parched with 
thirft, come to thefe refreth- 
ing {treams! Let every well- 
ditpofed perfon freely drink 
of the water of life. 

r8 I folemnly announce 
to every one, who hears the 
prophetic predictions of this 
book, That if he heap any 
additions ef his own upon 
them, the Almighty will heap 
upon him the dire miferies 
which are recorded in this 
book : 

1g And if any perfon ex- 
{fcind any part of the prophe- 
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cles contained in this book, 
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God fhall exfcind his name 
from the book of life, and 
exclude him from the holy 
city, and from thofe felicities, 
that are defcribed in this vo- 
lume. 

20 He, who folemnly ftamps 
the truth of thefe declarations 
with his teftimony, faith, ‘‘ I 
come quickly!” — Amen! 
Lord Jefus, difplay thy glo- 
rious advent ! 

21 May the favour of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ever attend 
you all! Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


NNEXED to the Alenandrian MS. the moft antient 
and celebrated manufcript of the New Teliament, is 
the following epiftle of CLemenr to the Coriathians. By 
the Jearned it is univerfally eiteemed the moft valuable re- 
main of Chriftian antiquity. In the carly ages of the church 
it formed part of the canon of fcripture, and was publickly 
read, along with the writings of the Lvangelijis and Apofiles, 
in the affemblies of the primitive Chriftians. ‘The A/exan- 
drian MS. one of the oldeft and moft valuable manutcripts 
in the world, adds great fanction to its authority, and ftands 
an illuftrious monument of its once forming a part of the 
facred code. The antients never mention this Epi/tle with- 
out the higheft encomiums. Lufebius ftyles it, * that ex- 
cellent and moft admirable epiftle! Clement Alexandrinus ex- 
prefsly calls him an + Aposrie. But the nobleft attefta- 
tion to his character is given by St. Paul, who mentions 
him among thofe who/e names are in the book of lifet. What 
hath contributed in the /ater ages to invalidate its /cripiural 
authority, is, no doubt, the fabulous ftory of the Phenix— 
which he only introduces by way of /imile to illuftrate the 
doctrine of the refurreciion from the dead. Jt was univerfally 
believed in thofe times that there was fuch a bird, juft as 
it was believed that the fui performed its revolutions round 
the earth, and that maniacal and epileptic cafes were caufed 
by the actual poffeffion of demons. Chriftianity was not 
defigned to teach men philofophy, and to rectify the errors 
of vulgar theory and fpeculation. This moft excellent epiftle 
is not zow efteemed of canonical authority, but it may be 
read by every ferious and good Chriftian with great improve- 
ment and edification. 


© Eoicony — meynar Te Sevuarie. Eufebii Eccl. Hifi, lib. iti. cap. 16. 
fol. 25. Kdit. Rod. Stephan. Paris. 1544. 


+ O AMOSTOAOE Kanmus. Clem, Alexandrini Strom, lib, iv. p. 516. 
Edit. Paris. 1620. 
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CLEMEN T’s Epiftle to the 
CORINTHIANS: 


§ 1. PORTAGE church of God in Rese to the church 
MH of God in Corinto, called and fanétified by the 
, will of Ged through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
May every favour and felicity from God, the univertal 
Governour, through Jefus Chrift, be abundantly difpentfed 
to you ! —-—So fudden and univerial have be n the troubles, 
my dear Chriftian brethren, in which we have teen involved, 
that the attention you detired us to give to your unhappy 
fituation, hath been hitherto delayed. We judge ourfelves 
cuilty of tardinefs in not having fooner adverted to that 
wicked and deteftable difcord and faction, which a few rafh 
and cbftinate perfons have kindled into fo furious a fame— 
by which your character, formerly fo venerable, fo univer- 
fally celebrated, and fo defervedly efteemed of al] men, hath 
greatly fuffered. For who, that vifited Coriuth, did not 
applaud your fteady and exemplary profeflion of the gofpel t 
Who did not admire your calm and rational piety as Chri- 
ftians ! Who did not celebrate your amiable and generous 
hofpitality |! Who did not beftow the higheit eulogies on 
your perfect and accurate knowledge of Chriftianity! In 
every inftance of duty your character was irreproachable. 
{In the commandments of God you walked: to your paftors 
you yielded obedience : to your aged you paid due honour : 
youth you carefully trained up in fobriety and virtue : wo- 
men you commanded to maintain fanctity of manners, and. 
purity of conicience, to love their hufbands, to be in fub- 
jection. You inftruéted them in domeftic duties, and en- 
joyned them ever to preferve an inviolable chaftity. 


§ II. You were, moreover, humble—in nothing elated— 
yielding deference to others rather than claiming ic your- 
felyes—-more delighted with giving than recercing—Periectly 


owe fatished 
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fatisfied with the divine allotments, and diligently attending 
to his word, you treafured it up in your minds, and kept 
the divine inftruétions before your eyes. In this profound 
and happy tranquillity you all lived, cherifhing an infatiable 
ardour to do good, and mutuaily enjoying the ample enaow- 
ments of the Holy Spirit. Full of holy defires and bene- 
volent difpofitions, you ftretched out your hands, with de- 
vout confidence, to God the univerfal Governour, imploring 
his pardoning mercy if you had fallen into any involuntary 
errors. Night and day you earneitly interceded with God 
for the whole Chriftian name — that the whole community 
ot his felect and favoured people might, threugh his mercy, 
finally attain eternal falvation! You were diflinguifhed 
for fincerity and fimplicity, and the mutual forgivene(s of 
injuries. All difcord, all diffention, you regarded with 
horror. You mourned over the fins of your neighbours : 
their deficiencies you efteemed your own. You rejoiced in 
every opportunity to do a beneficent action: you were 
prompt to every good work. Your minds were adorned 
with univerfal virtue, and the whole tenour of your religious 
converfation was governed by the fear of God. The ftatutes 
and ordinances of the Lord were engraven on the tablet of 
your heart. 


§ III. The higheft glory and the ampleft felicity was 
conferred upon you—fo that in you was accomplifhed what 
is recorded in fcripture: He eat and drank, be was enlarged, 
he waxed fat and kicked, Hence conteft and envy, diflention 
and difcord, perfecution and violence, war and captivity. 
Hence the lcweff orders among you have rifen up again{t the 
bigheft , the meaneft againit the illuftrious ; the unintelligent 
apain{t the wife ; the young again{t the aged ! //ence it 1s that 
virtue and tranquillity are departed from you, fince each of 
you banifhes from his mind the fear of God, hath greatly 
darkened and obicured his religious principles, walks no 
longer in the divine precepts, nor regulates his life according 
to the rules of the gofpel, but every one follows the lead 
of his depraved defires, exciting unrighteous and wicked 
animofity and envy, by which death firft entered into the 
world. 

§ IV, 
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§ IV. For thus it is written: ‘* And in procefs of time 
“© it came to pals, that Cain brought of the fruit of the 
«© oround an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he alfo 
<¢ brought of the firftlings of his flock, and of the fat there- 
‘© of : And the Lord had refpecét unto Abel and to his offer- 
‘ing; but unto Cain and untu his- offering he had not 
“¢ refpect. And Cain was very forrowful, and his counte- 
<¢ nance fell. And the Lord faid unto Cain, Why art thou 
* forrowtul ? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou 
‘© docft well, fhait chou not be accepted ? and if thou doeft 
“<< not well, fin lieth at the door. And unto thee fhall be 
‘© his defire, and thou fhalt rule over him. And Cain faid 
“unto Abel his brother, Let us go down into the field. 
‘* And it came to pafs, as they were in the field, that Cain 
** roe up againit Abel his brother and flew him.” You 
fee, brethren, in this inflasce that animofity and envy caufed 
Cain to imbrue his hands in his brother’s blood. It was 
animofity and envy that made our father Jacob fly from: the 
face of his brother Efau. It was animofity and envy that 
caufed Joieph to be perfecuted even to death, and to be re- 
duced to the rigours of fervitude. It was animofity and 
envy that compelled Mofes to fly from the prefence of Pha- 
raoh king of Lgypt, when he heard one of his countrymen 
accoft him in thefe expreffions: ‘‘ Who was it made thee a 
*¢ judge or a governour over us? Wilt thou murder me as 
‘** chou murdered{t the Egyptian yefterday :”* It was ani- 
mofity and envy that made Aaron and Miriam to be ex- 
cluded from the camp of Irael. it was animofity and envy 
that occafioned Dathan and Abiram to be fwallowed up 
alive, becaufe of their fa€tious oppofition to Mofes the fer- 
vant of God. It was animofity and envy that caufed David 
to be hated not only by other nations, but to be perfecuted 
even by Saul] the king of Iirael ! 


§ V. But leaving thefe antient examples, let us defcend 
to thofe illuftrious worthies who have adorned cur age. Let 
us confider thofe renowned examples which have appeared 
in our times. It was through animofity and malice that 
the faithful and moft holy ornaments of the Chriftian church 
have been perfecuted even to the moft dreadful death! Let 

Y 4 we 


% 
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us place before our eyes the holy apoftles. Peter, through 
wicked animofity, did not fupport only one or two, but many 
fufferings ; and, in this manner, fetting his feal to the caute 
he had efpoufed, went to thofe manfions of glory referved 
for his fidelity. It was through animofity and rage that 
Paul obtained the reward of his conftancy — after having 
been /even times imprifoned, after having been expelled from 
various Cities and countries, after having been ftoned, after 
having publifhed the gofpel both in the eaft and in the weft, 
he received the glorious palm of his Adelity—for having in- 
ftructed the whole world in righteoufnefs, and penetrated to 
the very extremities of the weft, he was crowned with mar- 
tyrdom by the command of the governours, and being thus 
difmiffed from human lite, was received to the heavenly 
abodes — leaving us the moit illuftrious pattern of fortitude 
and patience. 


§ VI. Befides thefe holy men, a great number of Chriftians 
were involved in the fame calamities, being fubjected by 
rage and refentment to fuftain many indignities and_ tor- 
ments, and thereby exhibiting to us a moft worthy pattern. 
Through rage and malice the fair fex have been involved in 
perfecutions, have fupported the moft cruel and unworthy 
punifhments, and though weak in perfon, have been enabled 
to finifh the Chriftian race with honour, and have received 
the glorious chaplet of immortality. Animofity hath torn 
afunder the conjugal bond, and difproved that afiertion of 
Adam: Bone of my bone, flefh of my flelb. Animofity and 
difcord have overturned the nobleft cities, and totally exter- 
minated the moft formidable nations. 


§ VII. Thefe things, dearly beloved, we write not merely 
to admonifh you, buc at the fame time to imprefs our own 
minds with their importance. For we are placed in the 
fame common theatre: and the fame arduous contention 
awaiteth ws. Let us therefore abandon every vain and fri- 
volous purfuit, and conform to the glorious and venerable 
ftandard of our holy vocation. Let us regard what is good, 
what is amiable, and what is acceptable in the eyes of our 


Maker, Let us contemplate the blood of Jefus, and con- 
fider 
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fider how valuable in the Divine eftimation its effufion is— 
as it was fhed for our falvation, and hath offered to the 
whole world the favour of repentance. Let us take a review 
of all paft ages, and reflect how in every fucceffive genera- 
tion the Supreme hath gracioufly afforded an opportunity 
of repentance to thofe who were difpofed to return to him. 
Noah preached repentance ; and thofe who obeyed him were 
faved. Jonah preached repentance to the Ninevites, and 
thofe of them who renounced their vices, though they had 
been alicnated from God, yet upon earneftly imploring his 
forgivenefs, rendered him propitious, and obtained fal- 
vation. 


§ VIII. Not only the miniflers of the grace of God have 
by the Holy Spirit fpoken of repentance, but God bim/felf 
hath fpoken concerning it with an oath: ‘* As TI live, faith 
*¢ the Lord, I defire not the death of a finner, but rhat he 
‘* fhould repent.” Adding this illuftrious declaration : 
** Turn from your iniquity, O houfe of Ifrael. Say unto 
*¢ the children of my people, Though your fins fhould reach 
‘< from earth to heaven; and though they fhould be redder 
‘* than fcarlet, and blacker than fackcloth; yet if you will 
“< turn to me with all your heart, and call me father, I will 
‘* hearken to you, as to an holy people.” And in another 
place he thus fpeaks: ‘* Wafh ye, make you clean: put: 
‘© away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes :° 
‘* ceafe to do evil, learn to do well: feek judgment: relieve 
‘¢ the opprefied : Judge the fatherlefs : plead for the widow. 
“* Come now and let us reafon together, faith the Lord : 
*« Though your fins be as fcarlet, they fhall be white as 
*< fnow ; though they be red as crimfon, they fhall be as 
‘© wool. If you be willing and obedient, you fhall eat of the 
‘** good of the land; but if you refufe and rebel, you fhall 
‘¢ be devoured with the fword , for the mouth of the Lord 
‘ hath fpoken it.” Defirous therefore that all his beloved 
children fhould repent, he hath ratified thefe his. gracious. 
intentions by his fupreme authority and will. 


aw 


§ IX. Let us therefore obey his moft benevolent and 
glorious will, and as the fupplicants of his mercy and be-' 
nignity, 
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nicnity, let us proftrate ourfelves before him, and implore 
his tender mercies — tor ever renouncing all our vain pur- 
fuits, and thac difcord and animofity which will plunge us 
in death eternal. Let us fix our eyes on thofe who have 
approved themielves the faithful and perfect minifters of his 
moft glorious Majefty. Let us cont-mplate Enoch, who 
being found in obedience and righteoufnels, was tranflated, 
and did noc feel the ftroke of death. Noah, betay found 
faithful, preached amendment and reformation of life to the 
world, and Ged, by him, preferved all the living creatures, 
which entered, in mutual harmony, into the are. 


§ X. Abraham, denominated the friend of God, appre- 
ved his fidenty in obeying the divine commands. From a 
rinciple of obedience he relinquifhed his country, his 
ces, and his father’s houfe, in order that forfaking a 
Jittle country, an inconfiderable kindred, and a {mall family, 
he might inherit the promifes of God. For thus faid God 
to him: ** Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
«¢ kindred, and from thy father’s houfe, unto a land that 
‘© J will fhow thee. And J will make thee a great nation, 
‘© and I will blefs thee, and make thy name great, and 
«thou fhalt be bleffed. And I will blefs them that blefs 
‘“ thee, and curfe them that curfe thee: and in thee fhall 
‘© all the families of the earth be bleffed.’ And again, 
when he was jeparated from Lot, God faid to him: “ Lift 
‘© up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou 
‘© are) northward, and fouthward, and eaftward, and weft- 
“ ward: forall the land which thou feeft, to thee will I 
* give it, and to thy feed for ever, And I will make thy 
‘© feed as the duft of the earth, fo that if a man can number 
s¢ the duft of the earth, then fhall thy feed alfo be number- 
‘Sed.’ And again he faith: ‘© And God brought forth 
<¢ Abraham and faid to him, Look now towards heaven, 
“and tell the ftars, if thou be able to number them; fo 
“¢ fhall thy feed be. And Abraham believed God, and it 
“ was counted to him for righteoufnels.” On account of 
his faith and hofpitality there was given him a fon in his 
old age; whom, in compliance with the divine command, 


he 
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he offered a facrifice to God on one of the mountains ie 
which he was directed. 


§ XI. On account of his hofpitality and piety Lot was 
refcued out of Socom, all the adjacent country been over- 
whelmed in a deluge of fire and brimftone — the Alnnghty 
manifefting to the world, in this inftance, that he wil! never 
deferc thofe who confide in him, and that he will :nSi& the 
moit dreadful punifhments on the difobedient—for his wife, 
who accompanied him at his departure from the city, being 
of a different difpofition, and not concurring with him in 
the fame fentiments of piety, was fixed a monument of the 
divine indignation, to remain a pillar of falt to this day— 
that all might learn, That thofe who queftion a providence, 
and diftruit the power of God, incur the divine infli€tiens, 
and thus ferve to teach all fucceeding ages a leffon of ufeful 
inftruction. 


§ XII. For her faith and hofpitality Raab the harlot was 
preferved. For when Jofhua the fon of Nun had fent {pies 
into Jericho, and the king of that country had gained in- 
telligence of it, and fent men to feize them, that they 
might be put to death, this hofpitable woman received them 
into her houle, and concealed them in an upper room, un- 
der {talks of flax, and when meffengers came from the 
king and faid: ‘“* There came men unto thee to {py out the 
*‘ land, bring them forth, for fo hath the king command- 

ed:” She anfwered, ‘“* The two men whom you teek 
came unto me, but prefently they departed, and are 
gone:” not difcovering them. Then fhe faid to the 
fpies: * J know that the Lord your God hath given this 
‘* city into your hands; for the fear cf you is fallen upon 
‘all that dwell therein, When therefore you fhall have 
‘* taken it, you fhall fave me and my father’s houfe.” And 
they anfwered her, faying: ‘ It fhall be as thou haft fpoken 
““ tous, Therefore when thou fhalt know that we are near, 
thou fhalt gather all thy family together upon the houfe- 
top, and they fhall be faved: But all that thall be found 
without thy houfe, fhall be deftroyed.” And they more- 
over gave her a fign; that fhe fhould hang out of her houfe 
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a SCARLET line: manifefting, that through the BLoop of 
our Lord all thofe who believe and hope in God, fhould ob- 
tain REDEMPTION. See, beloved, there was not only faith, 
but even prophe/y, in this woman! 


§ XIII. Let us therefore, my brethren, adorn our fouls 
with humility — divefting ourfelves of all haughtinefs, and 
arrogance, and folly, and pafion. Let us attend to the 
direétions of {cripture ; tor the Holy Spirit faith : ** Let not 
‘“¢ the wife man glory in his wifdom, nor the {trong man in 
‘* his ftrength, nor the rich man in his riches; but let him 
** that glorieth, glory in the Lord, to feek him, and to do 

“* judement mer juftice.” Above all, remembering the 
words of our Lord Jefus, which he delivered when he was 
inculcating mildnefs and meeknefs: ‘* Show mercy that 
‘‘ you may obtain mercy: Forgive that you may be for- 
** oiven. As you do to others, “fo fhall it be done to you. 
«As you give, fo fhall it be given to you. As you judge, 
“© fo fhall you be judged. As you fhow kindnefs to others, 
“© fo will kindnefs be fhowed to you. With what meafure 
*“ you mete, with the fame fhall it be meafured to you 
“* again.” In this direction, and in thefe precepts, let us 
eftablifh ourfelves, that we may walk in gbedience to his 
moft excellent rules, being adorned with humility. For 
the fcripture faith ;: “© Upon whom will I look, but upon 
“« him that 1s meck and of a contrite f{pirit, and that trem- 
“ bles at my word.” 


§ XIV. Juftice, therefore, and duty require, my brethren, 
that we fhould rather obey God than in haughtinefs and 
diforder to follow the authors and fomenters of deteftable 
difcord. For it is no fmall detriment we thall fuftain, ra- 
ther, we fhall incur very great danger, if we precipitantly 
furrender ourfelves to the wills of men, whofe aim and ftudy 
it is to involve us in contentions and factious parties, in ore 
der to divert us from the path of our duty. Let us then 
mutually exercife the greateft benignity and kindnefs one 
to another, according to the infinite benevolence and love 
of the Being who made us, For it is written: “* The mer- 


‘© citul fhall inherit the earth, and they that are without 
se ev ile 
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«% evil, fhall be left upon it ; but the tranfgreffors fhall perifh 
“-froni-the face of 1t.”. And again-the fernpture faiths: 1 
“© have feen the wicked in great power, and ipreading him- 
“ felf like the cedars of Lebanon. I paffed by, and lo! he 
« was not: I fought his place, but it could not be found. 
“¢ Keep innocence, and do the thing that ts right ; for there 
«© fhall be a remnant to the peaceable man.” 


§ XV. Let us, therefore, join ourfelves to thofe who from 

a principl e of religion ftudy to live peaceably, and not to 
thofe, wno only from a principle of hypocrify defire peace. 
For he faith in a certain place: ‘“* This people honoureth 
‘© me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.” And 
again: “ They blefs with their mouth, but curie in their 
© heart.” And again the fcripture faith: ‘* They loved 
“him with their mouth, and with their toneue they lied to 
“chim... Bor eher heart was not right with him, neither 
‘** were they faithful to his covenant. Let all deceitful lips 
‘* become dumb, and the tongue that fpeaketh proud things. 
** Who have faid, with our tongue will we prevail: our lips 
*¢ are our own, who 1s Lord over us. For the oppreffion 
‘“< of the poor, for the fighing of the needy, now will I arife, 
** faith the Lord; I will fet him in fafety, I will deal con-' 
*« Gdently with him,” 


§ XVI. They are the humble and lowly who have an intereft 
in Chrift, not thofe who infolently ufurp dominion over his 
flock. For our Lord Jefus Chrift, who was the fceptre of 
the Divine fupremacy, did not affume any oftentatious pomp 
and grandeur, though he might have affumed it, but was 
humble and lowly, as the Holy Spirit thus witneffeth con- 
cerning him. ‘* Lord, who hath believed our report, and 
‘“¢ to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For he thall 
‘* orow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out 
‘*¢ of a dry ground. He hath no form nor comelinefs, and when 
““ we fhall fee him, there is no beauty that we fhould defire 
“‘ him. He is defpifed and rejected of men: a man of 
forrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it 
were, our faces from him. He was defpifed, and we 
‘© efteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
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“< carried our forrows. Yet we did efteem him ftricken, 
* {mitten of God and affiicted. But he was wounded for 
‘ our tranfereffions: he was bruifed for our iniquities: the 
“© chaftiiement of our peace was upon him, and with his 
“© ftripes we are healed. All we like iheep have gone aftray : 
«© we have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord 
« hach laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was opprefied 
“and he was aifiGed, yet he opened not his mouth. He is 
* brought as a lamb to the flaughter, and as a fheep before 
«© her fhearers is dumb, fo he opencth not his mouth. He 
«¢ was taken from prifon, and from judgment, and who fhall 
<¢ declare his generation? For he was cut off out of the 
“ Jand of the !.ving ; for the tranfereffion of my people was 
« he ftricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, 
‘and wich the rich in his death; becaufe he had done no 
S violence, neither wes any deceit in his mouth. Yet it 
“© pleafed the Lord to bruife him; he hath put him to grief. 
« When theu fhalt make his foul an offering for fin, he 
“© fhall fee his feed, he fhall prolong his days, and the plea- 
“¢ fure of the Lord fhall profper in his hand, He fhall fee 
‘© of the travail of his foul, and fhall be fatisfied. By his 
« knowledge fhall my nghteous fervant juftity many, for 
«he fhall bear their iniquities, Therefore will I divide him 
“ a portion with the great, and he fhall divide the {poil 
‘© with the ftrong, becaufe he hath poured out his foul unto 
“ death. And he was numbered with the tranfgreffors, and 
“ he bare the fin of many, and made interceffion for the 
“ tranforeffors.” And again he himielf faith: “© I ama 
‘¢ worm and no man, a reproach of men, and defpifed of the 
“ people. All they that cicesmie, laugh me to fcorn: they 
“ thoot out thelr hips, they fhake their head, faying, He 
“ trufted in God that he would deliver him: let him deliver 
«< him, feeing he delighted in him.” See, my dear Chriftian 
brethren, what an example is here difplayed before us! 
lv our Lord thus demeaned himfelf, how ought we to con- 
duct ourfelves, who, by his benignity, are brought under his 
gracious yoke ! 


§ XVII. Let us be followers of thofe who went about in 


fheep-{kins and goat-fkins, proclaiming the advent of the 
Meffiah. 
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Meffiah. Such as Elias, and Elifha, and Ezekiel the pro- 
phets, and other good men, whole virtues the icripture cele- 
brates. Highly was Abraham honoured in being ftyled 
the friend of God—and yet when he contemplated the glory 
of God, with true humility he cries out: J am but duft and 
afbes! Of Job it 1s alfo written: That he was juft and with- 
out blame, true; one that ferved God, and abftained from 
allevil. Yet he, reproaching himfelf, fays: No man is free 
from pollution, no, not though he foould live for one day! 
Mofes was found faithful in all his houfe, and God, by his 
miniftry, inflicted many dreadful judgments on Egypt—yet, 
though he was fo highly diftinguifhed, he was not elated— 
but faid, when the Divine Voice addreffed him out of the 
bufh: “ Whoam I, that thou fhouldeft fend me ? Iam of a 
*« weak voice and a flow tongue.” And again he faith: 
“¢ Tam as the vain vapour from a pot! ” 


§ XVIII. What thall we fay of David who obtained that 
illuftrious character from God: “ I have founda man after — 
““ my own heart; David the fon of Jefie. With my holy 
“* oil I have anointed him.” Yet he himfelf faith to God : 
“* Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving 
“* kindnefs ; according to the multitude of thy tender mer- 
“ cies blot out my tranfereffions. Wafh me thoroughly 
““ from mine iniquity, and cleanfe me from my fin. For 
“* T acknowledge my tranfcreffions, and my fin is ever before 
“me. Againit thee only have I finned, and done this evil 
“in thy fight, that thou mighteft be juftified when thou 
“< fpeakeft, and be clear when thou judgeft. Behold, I was 
“¢ fhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive 
“me. Behold, thou defireft truth in the inward parts, and 
«© in the hidden part thou fhalt make me to know wifdom. 
“* Purge me with hyffop, and I fhall be clean; wafh me, 
‘¢ and | fhall be whiter than fnow. Make me to hear joy 
“¢ and gladnefs, that the bones which thou haft broken may 
“* rejoice. Hide thy face from my fins, and blot out all 
“¢ mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
** and renew a right fpirit within me. Caft me not away 
“* from thy prefence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
** Reftore unto me the joy of thy falvation, and uphold me 
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“‘ with thy free Spirit. Then will I teach tranfgreffors thy 
“© ways, and finners fhall be converted unto thee. Deliver 
“ me from blood-guiltinefs, O God, thou God of my fal- 
“ vation, and my totigue fhall fing aloud of thy righteouf- 
“ nefs. O Lord, open thou my lips, and my mouth fhall 
“ fhew forth thy praife. For thou defireft not facrifice, 
“ elfe would I give it; thou delighteit not in burnt-ofer- 
«ings, The facrifices of God are a broken heart; a bro- 
“ ken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deipife.” 


§ XIX. The humility and fubmiffive obedience, there- 
fore, of fo many and fuch iluftrious perions, who have been 
honoured with thefe evlogies, have not only rendered ws, 
but all preceding ages, better, who have received the divine 
oracles in fear and truth. Since therefore examples fo nu- 
merous, fo great, and fo illuftrious, have been held up to 
our view, let us fteadily puriue that peace which hath been 
inculcated upon us from: the beginmng. Let us intentely 
contemplate the Creator ana Parent of univerial nature, and 
indelibly imprefs our minds with his moft magnificent, his 
moft tranfcendantly excellent gifts and blefiings of peace. 
Let us view him in idea, and ‘ftedfaitly fix the eye of the 
foul upon his never-ceafing benevolence. Let us confider 
how infinitely kind and benign he is to every one of his 
creatures. 


XX. The revolutions of the heavens, harmonioufly 
conducted by his adniiniftration, are fubject to him in peace. 
Day and night, without the leaft contufion, regularly pro- 
duce the vicifitude he hath ordained. ‘The fun and moon, 
and heavenly conftellations, according to his appointment, 
in harmonious concord, without the leaft irregularity, per- 
form the various motions he hath affigned them. The earth 
opens her teeming bofom according to his will, and in its 
appointed feafons fupplieth men and animals, and ever 
living creature on its futtace, with food in copious ian 
ance—no confufion and diforder being ever introduced into 
thofe laws he hath eftablifhed. The inexplorable abyfs, and 
the unfathomable depths are controuled by his fovereign 
mandate. ‘The inimenfity of the ocean, whofe infinite mafs 
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of water his creative power collected and combined into one 
vaft fyftem, tranferefies not the boundaries in which he hath 
circumicribed it, but obeys his authoritative ordinance. 
For God faith: Hitherto foalt thou go, and no farther: bere 
Joall thy waves be flayed. The ocean, impermeable to mor- 
tals, and the worlds beyond it, are harmonioully governed 
by the fame conftitution of the Supreme Ruler. Spring, 
fummer, autumn, winter, follow each other in harmonious 
rotation. The winds ftationed in their various quarters, 
at their appointed time, without any wild tumultuous col- 
lion, perform the fervices affigned them. The perennial 
tountains, which the Creator’s bounty hath formed for 
utility and health, open their bofom flowing with indefec- - 
tible ftreams to fupport the life of mortals. .The minuteft 
and moft inconfiderable creatures ftatedly cohabit in har- 
mony and concord. All thefe things the Great Creator and 
Lord of univerfal nature, by his fovereign appointment, 
hath harmonioufly difpofed — diffufing his goodnefs upon 
all, but in a moft trantcendently liberal manner upon 45, 
who have fled for refuge to his mercy through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. To him be glory and dominion through all the 


revolving ages of eternity ! Amen. 


§ XXI. Be cautious, my dearly beloved, left his various 
bleffings fhould only expofe you to concen ton: if you 
fhould be found not to have lived in a manner worthy of 
God, and in mutual concord and harmony to have per- 
formed thofe things that are good and acceptable to him. 
For he faith in.a certain place: T/e Spirit of the Lord is a 
lemp that exploreth the fecret receffes of the mind. Let us 
confider how near he 1s to every one of us, and that we 
cannot icreen a fingle thought or word from his infallible. 
knowledge. It is our duty, “therefore, never to defert our 
rank and revolt from his will. Let us rather offend men 
who are weak and unintelligent, and oftentatious, and in- 
fated with the pride of their ereor wildom, than GOD. 
Let us reverence our Lord Jefus Chrift, whofe blood was 
voluntarily fhed for us. Let us revere our paftors, honour 
our aged, inftruct our children in the fear of God, and form 
our women to virtue. Let them difplay a fanctity of man- 
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ners: let them manifeft a mild and amiable dilpols ition: Ice 
them fhow, in a modeft filence, their averfion from all in- 
temperate garrulity: let them diffufe their benevclence and 
Jove, not by fond partiality, but equally to all who fear 
God. Let your children be trained up in Chriftian difci- 
pline: let them Jearn how much humility avails with God 
—what efficacy pure benevolence hath with the Deity—how 
happy and important it is to fear him — and how he faveth 
thofe who vioufly walk before him with a pure mind — for 
he is a witnefs of our thoughts and intentions. It is his 
breath we breathe, and, when he pleafes, he can with- 
draw it! 


§ XAII. Faith in Chrift confirmeth all thefe truths — for 
by the Holy Spirit he hinfelt thus addreffeth us: ‘* Come, 

‘ ye children, and hearken unto me, and I will teach you 
« the fear of the Lord. What man is there that defireth 
‘* life, and loveth to fee good days ? Keep thy tongue from 
a evil, and thy lips that they {peak no guile. Depart from 
os evil and do good; feck peace and purfue it. he eyes 
‘< of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open 
‘‘ to their prayers. But the face of the Lord is againft 
“< them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
‘< from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard. 
«< him, and delivered lim out of all his troubles, Many 
‘¢ are the troubles of the finner, but mercy fhall furround 
*¢ thofe who hope in God.” 


§ XX. The all-merciful and benevolent Parent hath 
the tenderef%t compaffion for them that fear him, and with 
infinite delight and complacency imparteth his felectett fa- 
vours to thofe who approach him in fimplicity and purity. 
Let us not therefore call in queftion his bounty, or cherifh 
the leaft difidence concerning his moft exuberant and elo- 
rious beneficence. Far be it from us that we ever verify 
that paflage of fcripture: Miferable are the double-minded, 
who are diftracted with impious doubts, who fay, The/e things 
we have beard frou our fathers, but behold we are now grew 

old, and none of thefe things have happened to us! O thought- 
lefs and inconfiderate! Obferve the trees—the vine, for ex~ 
ample. 
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ample. Jirft it fheds its leaves — wext the buds appear —- 
then the leaf—then the bloom — afterwards the four grape — 
lat of ail the ripe fruit. You fee in how fhert a fpace the 
fruit attains its maturity. With the fame drevity and /wift- 
nefs, be affured, fhall his will be compleatly perfeéied — tor 
the’ fcripture folemn}y declares, That be will quickly come 
and not delay, that the Lord will fuddenly come to bis temple, 
even the holy one whom you expeét. 


§ XXIV. Let us confider, my beloved, how inceffantly 
our Maker-indicateth to us a future refurrection. The Al- 
mighty conftitutced our Lord Jeitus Chrift the fir fruits of 
this general harveft, by railing him from the dead. Let us 
attend, my beloved, to nature, which continually exhibits 
a ref{urrection, The interchanges of day and night read to 
us a refurrection. The night is wrapped in darknefs — the 
day emerges from its gloom —the night and day follow 
each other in {wift fucceffion. Let us obferve the grain, 
and confider in what manner itis formed; The hufband- 
man poeth forth—cafts it into the ground — it falls into the 
foil, dry and naked — it is diffolved — anes its diffolution, 
the omnipotence of the great Creator raifeth it into new 
life—it burits forth into a copious ear—and produceth fruit 
in rich abundance. 


§ XXV. Let us contemplate that wonderful phaenome- 
non in the eaftern countries, namely, about Arzdia. ‘There 
is a certain bird called a Phoenix. There is never but one 
of the fpecies, and it lives five hundred years. When the 
time of its diffolution approaches, it forms a neft of frank- 
incenfe, aay and other aromatics. Into this, when its 
time 1s compleated, it enters and dies. Its Aefh putrifying, 
generates a worm, which feeds on the carcafe of its deceafed 
parent until it puts forth wings — becoming then robutt 
and vigorous, it takes the neift, where the bones of its pre- 
deceffor he, and carries it through the air from Arabia to 
Egypt, into a city called Heliopolis. And there, in open 
day, in the nent. ef all the inhabitants, it lays them upon 
the altar of the fun, and then returns. When the priefts 
examine the records, they find that this phzenomicnon ae 
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made its appearance precifely at the confummation of a pe- 
riod of five hundred years. 


XNVI. Shall we therefore deem it any thing marvel- 
lous and wonderful that the univerfal Creator fhould bles 
thofe, who have ferved bim in full affurance of faith, with a 
refurrection ; when in this bird he exhibits to us a ttriking 
cinblem of the greatnefs of this magnificent promife. For 
he faith ina certain place: Thou wilt raife me up, and [ will 
celebrate thy praife. I laid me down and flept, I awaked, for 
thou art with me. And again Job fath: Shou wilt raife up 
this flefo of mine which Lath endured alt thefe fujjerings. 


§ XXVIL. In this tranfporting hope, therefore, let our 
fouls be firmly united to him who is faithful in his pro- 
mifes, and juft in his decifions. He who prohibited Azz, 
how much more will not he violate truth! There is nothing 
impoffible with God except the violation of truth, Let 
faith in God, therefore, re-kindle with new vigour in our 
bofoms, and let us confider that he is intimately prefen: 
with every thing, that he hath formed all things by his om- 
nipo‘ent Word, and by his Word is able to involve all things 
in tctal deftruction! ‘* Who fhall fay to him, what docit 
« thou? Who can refift the power of his mht? When he 
“© pleafeth, and as he pleafeth, he will do all things, and no- 
“thing can fruftrate his determinations. All things are 
“ before him, and nothing is concealed from his notice. 
“ The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
“© fheweth forth his handy-work. Day unto day uttereth 
“ fpeech, night unto might fheweth knowledge. ‘There is 
“© no fpeech nor language where their voice is not heard.” 


§ XXVIII. Since, therefore, he is an intimate {pectator, 
and a conitant witnefs of all our actions, Jet us tear him, 
and extinguifh every impure defire, that being the objects 
of his mercy we may efcape his final judgments. — For 
whither can any of us fly from his potent arm? What 
world will receive any of us, if we defert hime For the 
feripture fays: ‘¢ Whither fhall I flee from thy Spirit? 
‘© Where fhall I hide myfelf from thy prefence ? It I afcend 
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* up into heaven, thou art there: If I remove to the ut- 
“ termoft parts of the earth, thy right hand is there: I. | 
‘* make my bed in the deep, thy Spirit is there.” Whither 
¢an any one remove, whither can he fly from that great Being 
who furroundeth and embraceth ail things ! 


§ XXII. Wherefore let us draw near to him with purity 
of mind, lifting up chafte and unpoliuted hands before him, 
fufferine all our affections to flow forth towards our benign 
and moft merciful Father, who hath been gracioufly pleaied 
to conftitute us apart of his chofen people. For thus it is 
written : ‘¢ When the moft High divided the nations, when 
“ he feparated the fons of Adam, he fet the bounds of the 
‘“* nations according to the ngnebes of his angels. His peo- 
* ple, jacop became the portion of the Lord, and Ifrael the 
“« Jot of his inheritance.” And in another place the fcrip- 
ture faith: ** Behold the Lord taketh unto himfelf a nation 
<< out of the midft of the nations, as a man taketh the firft 
‘© fruits of his flower, and the greateft holinefs thall proceed 
“* out of that nation.” 


§ XXX. Since we, therefore, form a part of his felect and 
diftinguithed people, let us practife univerfal holinefs, avoid- 
ing defamation, all wicked and unchaite embraces, drunken- 
nels, riot, abominable luft, deteftable adultery, odious pride, 
for God, faith the icripture, refiieth the proud, but iipari- 
eth his favour to the bumble. Wet us, therefore, be of that 
happy number, to whom God imparteth bis favour: let us 
cultivate harmony and concord: let us be humble, con- 
tinent, at the remoteft diftance from {candal and detraction, 
juftified by our works, not our words — for the fcripture 
faith: “ Doth he that fpeaketh and heareth many things, 
‘*¢ and that is of a ready tongue, imagine that he 1s righte- 
“* ous? Blefied is he that is born of a woman, that liveth 
““ but afew days. Ufe not therefore much {peech.’ oe) et 
us feek praife from God, and not from ourfelves — for God 
hateth thofe who celebrate their own praifes. Leet the tefti- 
mony of our good lives be given by others, as it was to 
our religious forefathers. Violence, obftinacy, and arrogance, 


form the character of thofe who are accuried of God; gen- 
te 
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tlenefs, humility, and mildnefs, conftitute the character of 
thofe who are dleffed of God. 


§ XXXI, Let us, therefore, fecure his d/efing— and con- 
fider by what means we may inture it. Let us revolve the 
tranfactions of antient time. On what account was Abra- 
ham our father blefied 2? Was it not becaufe he through faith 
practifed righteoufnefs and truth? Tfaac, having a full per- 
fuafion of thofe great events which God in future ume 
would affuredly accomplifh, chearfully became a facrifice, 
Jacob, in humility, left his country, flying from his brother, 
went to Laban, and lived in fervitude. He was therefore 
honoured with the iluftrious diftinction of being the father 
and ruler of the twelve tribes ot Ifrael. 


§ XXXII. If any one will accurately examine every 
circumftance, he will form a juft idea of thofe bleffings 
which God beftowed upon Jacob. For from him defcendea 
all the priefts and levites who minifter in holy chings at the 
divine altar. From him defcended our Lord Jefus as to 
human extraction. From him defcended the kings and 
princes, and potentates, who adorned the tribe of Juda. 
Nor was the honour and diftinétion of the other tribes in- 
confiderable, fince God promifed, That bis feed fhould be as 
the flars of heaven. ‘They all, therefore, attained this illu- 
{trious honour and greatnefs, not of themielves, or by their 
own actions, or by any virtue they difplayed, but by the be- 
nevolent will of God. So we Chriftians, alfo, being called in 
Chrift Jefus, by his benevolent will, do not receive our gof- 
pel privileges from ourfelves, or from our own wifdom, or 
underftanding, or piety, or any good works we performed ; 
but we enjoy them by means of that principle of belief, 
through which it is that the fupreme God hath ever beftow- 
ed bleffings on all from the beginning. To him be glory 
for ever andever, Amen. 


§ XXXII. What then fhall we do, orethren? Shall we 
be remifs in well-doing, and totally difregard benevolence ? 
God grant that this may never happen to us! Rather let us 
haften with generous activity and alacrity to perform every 
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good work. For the Creator and Lord of all himfelf exult- 
eth in his works. . For by his infinite omnipotence he efta- 
blifhed the heavens, and by his incomprehenfible wifdom he 
adorned them. He feparated the earth from the water that 
overwhelmed it, and fixed it on a folid and immoveable 
bafis. His almighty fat {poke into exiftence all the living 
creatures that walk its furface. The ocean, and all the 
creatures therein, he created, and his power prefcribed its 
boundaries. Laft of all, man, the moft exalted and digni- 
fied in rational powers, he fafhioned by his pure and fpotlefs 
Shands, and ftamped upon him the impreffion of his image. 
For God {poke thefe words: Let us make man ia our image, 
after our own likenefs: So God created man, male and female 
created be them. Waving fafhioned thefe works of creation, 
he applauded them, blefled them, and faid: Jucreaje and 
multiply. ‘Ne know that all truly religious men have been 
adorned with good works. Even God, you fee, having 
adorned himfelf with works, rejoiced. Having fuch a pat- 
tern, therefore, let us unweariedly perform his will. Let us 
with all our powers execute the work of righteoufneds, 


§ XXXIV. A faithful labourer, with liberal confidence, 
receives the bread he hath earned by his induftry ; the floth- 
ful and indoient 1s not able to look the mafter in the face 
that employed him. We ought, therefore, to be diligent 
and active in well-doing: For it is he that difpenfeth all 
rewards: For he thus addrefleth us: Bebold the Lerd, and 
is reward 1s with bim to recompenfe to every man according ta 
his work. To this he importunately urges us, and ftimu- 
Jateth all cur powers that we may not be remifs and neg- 
ligent in any good work. Let this be the fource of our 
rejoicing and confidence. . Let his will be the law of all our 
actions. Let us confider how the univerfal company of his 
angels ftand before his throne and minifter to his will, For 
the feripture faith: Myriads of myriads fland before him, 
thoufands of thoufands minifier unto him: and they crv out, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty , the whele creatioi is 
full of his glory! Let us, therefore, affemble together in 

..concord, as with one mouth fervently invoke him, -and ear- 
neftly..implore him to admit us to that great and glorious 
= ie bleffed- 
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bleffednefs he hath promifed. For he faith: Eye Lath not 
feen, ear hath not heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive what God hath provided for thofe that wait 
Sor hiin, 


§ XXXV. How bieffed, my beloved brethren, and won. 
derful are the gifts of God! Life in immortality ; iplendour 
in righteoufneis ; truth in liberty, faith in affurance; tem- 
perance in holinefs! All thefe bleffings we have faculties te 
conprebend. But what are the felicities that are referved for 
the perfevering ? — The Creator and Father of eternal age’, 
the infinitely holy God, only kwows their immenfity and 
olory. Let us, therefore, earneftly ftrive to be found in the 
number of thofe who wait for him, that we may fhare the 
bleffednefs he hath promifed. How fhall we fecure it, my 
beloved ?—if our minds be firmly eftablifhed in faith towards 
God ; if we feek thofe things that are well-pleafing and ac- 
cepieDle to him; if we perform thofe things that are agreé- 
able to his moft holy will; if we fteadily advance in the patn 
of truth, cafting from us all injuftice and iniquity, avarice, 
difcord, malignity, fraud, f{candal, defamation, tmpiety, 
pride, arrogance, vain-glory, and {elfifhnefs. They who 
practife thefe things are odious to God.—And not only they 
who praéife them, but thofe who epplaud others who are 
guilty of them. For thus faith the icripture: ‘* But unto 
“¢ the wicked God faid, What haft thou to do to declare my 
“ ftatutes, or that thou fhouldeft take my covenant in thy 
‘mouth? Sceing thou hateft inftruction and caiteth my 
“© words behind thee. When thou faweft a thief, then thou 
“¢ confentedft with him, and haft been partaker with adul- 
‘‘ terers. Thou giveft thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue 
“ frameth deceit. Thou fitteft and fpeakeft againft thy 
“ brother, thou flandereft thy own mother’s fon. Thele 
‘© things haft thou done and J kept filence ; thou thoughtedit 
«© that [ was altogether fuch an one as thyfelf — but I will 
“¢ reprove thee, and fet them in order before thine eyes. 
‘© Now confider this ye that forget God, left I tear you in 
‘¢ pieces, and there be none to deliver. Whofo offereth 
s¢ praife, glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his con- 
“ verfation aright will T fhow the falvation of God.” 
| § XAXVE 
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§ XXXVI. Zdzs 1s the path, my beloved, which will 
finally condugt us to our Saviour Jefus Chrift, the High- 
Prieft of our,oblations, the Guardian and Support of our 
weaknefs. ° Through him it is that our view is direéted to- 
ward the higheft heavens. Through him it is that we be- 
-hold as in a glafs his faultlefs and glorious perfon. Through 
him it is that the mental eye hath been opened. Through 
him it 1s that our ignorant and benighted minds are -illu- 
minated with his moft marvellous hight. Throueh him it 
is that the Supreme God was defirous that we fhould be 
blefied with the knowledge of immortality. “* Who being 
“* a radiant beam from his glory, is by fo much greater than 
“ the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more ex- 
“ cellent name than they.” For thus it is written: “* Who 
‘¢ maketh the winds his angels, and a flame of fire his mini- 
“< fters.” But concerning the Son the Deity thus fpeaketh: 
“< Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. Afk 
“© of me and I will give thee the heathen for thine inherit- 
“* ance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for thy poffef- 
‘< fion.”’ And again he faith concerning him: * Sit thou 
** on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy foot- 
$© ftool.” But who are his exemies ?—TVhe wicked, and thofe 


who oppofe their wills to the will of God. 


§ XXXVII. Wherefore, my brethren, let us ferve under 
his ftandard with all affiduity in his moft holy commands. 
Let us confider the foldiers who are on duty under our 90- 
vernours. With what order, with what promptitude, with 
what fubmiffive obedience do they perform what is com- 
manded them. All are not przetors, or tribunes, or centu- 
rions, Or captains, or inferior officers; but each individual 
in his own proper rank executes the orders of the emperour 
and the generals. The great can do nothing without the 
fmall, nor the fmall without the great. There is a reciprocal 
union, from which refults utility. Let us, for inftance, 
‘take the human body. The head without the feet is no- 
thing, neither the feet without the head. But the leaft and 
moft inconfiderable. members are neceffary and ufeful to 
tae whole body. For a// mutually conipire, and are 
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harmonioufly combined to form and conftitute the whole 
fy{tem. 


§ XXXVI. In like manner let the whole Jody of Chri- 


ftians be thus harmonioufly united, and let every individual 
pay a deference to his neighbour according to the refpective 
ftation in which Providence hath placed faa Let not the 


itrone defpife the weak ; let the Weak reverence the {trong ; 
Jet the rich be liberal to the poor; let the poor be thanktul 


> # 


to God for giving him a benefactor to fupply his wants. 
Let the wife manifeft his wifdom not by words, but good 
works, let not the humble found his own praife, but let 
er hers. celebrate his worth. Let not the chafte be elated, 
Knowing it is from azother he received the gift of conti- 
nence. Jet us confider, ny brethren, of what materials our 
trame is compofed, who and what kind of beings we enter- 
ed into this world, as it were from the tomb and from a 
{tate of darknefs. Who it was that formed us and intro- 
duced us into this life, having previoufly provided accom- 
modations for us before we were ufhered into being. All 
thefe blefiings, therefore, fince we folely derive from God, 
we ought in all our enjoyments with gratitude to celebrate 
his praife. To whom be glory forever andever. Amen. : 


§ XXXIX. Inconfiderate, and unintelligent, and infatu- 


ated, and illiterate men, make us Chriftians the objects of 
their banter and contemptuous fcorn, willing to exalt them- 
ielves in their own imaginations. ‘* But what can mortal 


ae 
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man do? or what ftreneth is there in him that 1s made 
out of the duft?” For itis written: ‘“ There was no 
fhape before my eyes; only I heard a found and a voice. 
But what? fhall man be ae before the Lord ? Shall he 
be blamelefs in his works ? Behold he trufteth not in his 
fervants, and his angels he chargeth with folly. : Yea, the 
heaven is not clean in his ficht, how much lefs they that 
dwell in houfes of clay, of which alfo we ourfelves .were 
made ? He fmote them as a moth, and from morning 
even unto evening they endure not. Becaufe they were 
not able to help thernielves, they perfhed. He breathed 
oor tno ohd nev died, becaule they had no wifdom. 
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“© Call now if there be any that will anfwer thee, and to 
‘© which of the angels wilt thou look? For wrath killeth 
the foclith man, and envy flayeth him that is in errour. 
J have feen the foolifh taking root, but lo their habitation 
*¢ was prefently confumed. Their children were far from 
fatety, they perifhed at the gates of thofe who were leffer 
than themfelves, and there was no man to help them. 
For what was prepared for them the righteous did eat; 
** and they fhall not be delivered from evil.” 


§ XL. Having thefe things before our eyes, and earneftly 
looking into the depths of the divine knowledge, we ought 
to do all things in regularity and order, which God hath 
prefcribedus. Particularly, we ought to perform oblations 
and religious fervices at the times he hath appointed. He 
hath ordained that we fhould difcharge thefe not in an im- 
methodical and irregular manner, but in thofe proper times 
and hours his wifdom hath fixed. In what places, and by 
cxbom, 1s 1t his defign that thefe fhould be performed? His 
fupreme will hath exprefsly directed—in order that all things 
‘being religioufly pertormed, might meet with his propitious 
acceptance. ‘They, theretore, who in the times preicribéd 
offer up their pious oblations, are accepted and happy. For 
thofe who follow the divine regulations do not err from the 
path of‘duty: for the High Prieft hath his particular fer- 
vices, the priefts have their refpective appointments, the 


levites their proper miniftnes, the common people their 
feveral duties. 


§ XLT. Let each of you, brethren, in his own proper 
ftation ferve God, maintaining a good con{cience, not over- 
leaping the boundaries of that refpective department which 
God hath affigned him, fupporting the dignity and gravity 
ef the Chriftn character. The aaily facrifices, the votive 
offerings, the fin-offerings, and trefpafs-offerings, are not 
dedicaied to God in any place inaitcriminately, but folely in 
Jerufalem, and even there they are not confecrated to the 
Deity in any place promifcuoufly, but only in the temple, 
at the altar, the oblation bving carefully infpected by the 
high-prieft and the above-mentioned minifters. They bi 
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act contrary to his will, are punifhed with death. You fee, 
brethren, that the greater knowledge God hath gracioufly 
imparted to us, the. creater is the danger to which we are 


expofed. 


§ XLII. The Apoftles brought us glad tidings from our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; Jetus Chrift from the Deity. Chritt 
was therefore delegated | by the Deity, the Apoftles by Chri. 
Wherefore both in harmonious union acted according to the 
will of the Deity. Having, therefore, received inftruction, 
and being fully convinced of the truth of Chriftianity by 
the refurrection of our Lord Jetus Chrift, and being firmly 
eftablifhed in the word of God by the copious endowments 
of the Holy Spirit, they went forth publifhing that the 
kingdom of God would fpeedily be erected. Preaching 
the  gofpel, therefore, in various countries and cities, 
they conftituted their fir? converts, after having firft ex- 
plored and proved them by the Holy Spirit, to be the 
bifhops and deacons of future believers. This is no new 
inftitution. Many ages ego exprefs mention was made in 
fcripture of difbeps and deacons. Thefe are its words: I wil/ 
appoint their bifbops in rightecufne/s, and their deacons in 


faith. 


§ XLIII. And. what wonder, if they who in Chrift had 
this arduous office affgned them by the Deity, conftituted 
the above-mentioned governours — when Moles, who was a 
faithful fervant in all his houfe, hath recorded in the facred 
fcripture every thing he was appointed to do. This iilu- 
dirious law-giver have the other prophets fullowed, bearing 
reftimony to the inftitutions he eftablithed. For Mofes, 
when there was a warm conteft about the priefthood, and 
the tribes were violently contending, which of them fhould 
be adorned with this illuftrious honour, ordered the twelve 
princes of eac h refpective tribe to bring him twelve rods, 
infcribed with the name of every tribe. Thefe he bound 
together, i fealed, them with the relpective feal-or each 
prince, a and laid them up in the taver nacle of the teftimony, 
an the table of God. After this he fhut the tabernacle, fet 
a ical on the keys oF it, as he had done upon the rods. He 
then 
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then faid:to them, My brethren, whatfoever tribe fhall have 
its rod bloflom, ¢a¢t tribe hath God chofen to enjoy the 
honours of the priefthood, and to minifter to him in facred. 
things. —Early the next day he convened all Ifrael, confift- 
ing of fix hundred thoufand men, fhowed their feals to the 
reipecti ve heads of tribes, opened the tabernacle of witnets, 

brought out the rods, and Aaron’s was found not only to 
have dloffomed, but it was adorned with fruit. What think 
you, my beloved ? Had not Mofes a perfect knowledge of 
what, otherwife, in future time would necefiarily have hap- 
pened ? He faw this clearly: and that there might be no 
confufien in Vfrael, he acted in ¢bis manner, that the name of 
the one fupreme and true God might be glorified. To him 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


ALIV. In 2ike manner our Apoftles knew by our Lord 
Jefus Chrift that there would be difcords and diffentions 
about the title and office of bifhop—for which reafon, there- 
fore, being endowed with a perfect knowledge of. future 
lcenes, they conftituted eyo and deacons — and in the 
mean time appointed, that after their deceale, others, whofe 
characters had been approved, fhould fucceed them in the 
Chriftian miniftry. ‘Vhofe, therefore, who were appointed 
by the Apoftles, or, fince their ime, by other eminent perfons 
with the united approbation of the whole church, and with 
irreproachable reputations have. miniftered to the flock of 
Chrift in humility, peace, and dignity of virtue, and have 
maintained, for a feries of years, an univertal charaéter, we 
by no means think it juft that fuch as thefe fhould be ejeted 
from the miniftry. For we fhall incur no fmall guilt, if we 
expel thofe from the epifcopal function who have  difcharged 
its facred duties in an holy and unblameable manner. Happy 
are thofe Prefbyters who have gone before us, who enjoyed 
an honourable and triumphant diflolution! They are now 
harraffed with no fears left any one fhouid remove them from 
that flation that is now afigued them! For we fee that you 
have deprived fome worthy perfons of a function which they 
difcharged with honour, and adorned with an unexception- 
able character. 


SE 


342 CLEMENT's Epfifile 


§ XLV. You are warmly difputing and contending, my 
brethren, about things that have no reference to your fina! 
falvation, Search the fcriptures, the genuine dictates of the 
Holy Spirit. You know there ts nothing wicked, nothing 
fabulous written in them. There you will not find good 
men degraded by good men. Religious men were perfe- 
cuted, but it was by bad men. They were imprifoned, but 
it was by the ticked: They were {toned by the profligate 
and depraved; they were murdered by the abandoned, and 
by thofe who were inftigated by the worft paffions. ‘Thefe 
fufferings, with a glorious magnanimity, they fupported. 
What! my brethren, was Daniel precipitated into a den of 
lions by perfons who feared God? Were Ananias, Azarias, 
and Mifael, thrown into a fiery furnace by thofe who pro- 
feffed the excellent and clorious worfhip of the Moft High? 
—Far from it! Who were they that committed thefe vio- 
lences ?—— The moft abandoned of men, diftinguifhed for 
every enormity, were tranfported into thefe exceffes — fo as 
to exercife thefe cruelties on thofe who ferved God with an 
holy and fpotlefs mind — not knowing that the Moft High 
1s a defender and protector of thofe who worfhip his moft 
holy name with a pure con{cience. To him be glory thro’ 
eternal ages! Amen. Thofe who fuftained thefe fufferings 
with inflexible fortitude are now entered into the pofleffion 
of immortal glory — God hath exalted them to the higheft 
honours, and their names thall live in remembrance for ever 
and ever! Amen. 


§ XLVI. Such examples as thefe, my brethren, we ought 
ever to propofe as a conftant model for our own imitation. 
For it is written: <djfociate with the boly, for the companions 
of fuch will be boly. And again the {cripture faith in an- 
other place: With the pure thou wilt be pure, with the vir- 
tuous thou wilt be virtuous: but with the perverfe man thou 
wilt be perverfe. Let us, therefore, copy the example of the 
virtuous and good. They are the diftineuifhed friends of 
God. Why do difcords, and refentments, and diffentions, 
and feparations, and the lat violences fubfitt among you? 
Do we not al! profels one God, and one Chrift? Was not one 
Spirit of God poured forth upon us? Have we not one 
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common vocation in Chriite? Why do we violently fever 
and tear in pieces the members of Chrift, and feditioufly re- 
volt and militate againft our own dedy, and proceed to fuch 
diftraéticn and madnels as to forger that we are members 
one of another? Remember the words of Jefus Chrift our 
Lord, who faid: ‘* Woe to that man! Better had he never 
‘© been born, than to have laid a {tumbling block in the 
* path of one of my elect. Better a mill-ftone were tied 
‘¢ about his neck and he thrown headlong into the fea, than 
“to have caufed the leaft of my difciples to ftumble and 
“fall.” Your divifions have perverted many,. diftracted 
many, divided the minds of many, and overwhelmed all of 
us in extreme grief— and yet your factious diffentions fill 
continue! 


é. 


§ XLVI. Take up the Epiftle of blefied Paul the Apo- 
tle. What did he write to you in the beginning of that 
facred book? — Why, indced, by divine infpiration he 
wrote to you concerning bimfelf, and Cephas, and Apollos — 
becaufe even THEN you were fwayed by fond partiality to- 
wards particular perfons. But that former partiality brought 
upon you lefs guilt, for it had for its object the Apa/tles— 
whofe characters were abundantly attefted, and a perfon, 
who had been approved by the Apoftles. But now confider, 
cwho they are that have perverted you, and fullied the luftre 
of your mutual fraternal love, which was io univerfally ce- 
iebrated. It is difgraceful, my dear brethren, it is to the 
jaft diferaceful, and unworthy the Chriftian chara¢ter, to 
hear, That the moit united and antient church of the Co- 
rinthians, fhould, on account of exe or two perfons, be full 
of faction and party-difcord againf{t its Prefbyters! And the 
fame of this hath not only reached us, but is diffufed even 
among the difbelievers of our Religion — fo that the Chri- 
{tian profeffion is calumniated and reviled on account of your 
folly, and you are hereby voluntarily bringing yourfelves 
into danger! 


§ XLVHT. Wherefore let us immediately exterminate 
thefe evils, and proftrate ourfelves before God, fupplicating 
him with-tears to be propitious to us, and reftore us to our 
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former virtuous and amiable ftate of fraternal love. Tdzs is 
the gate of righteoufnefs that opens into life; as it is writ- 
ten: Open to me the gates of righteoufne/s, that I imay.enter 
into them, and celebrate the praifes of God. This is the gate 
of the Lord, the righteous fhall enter therein. For though 
many paths have been marked out, yet the trve gate of righ- 
teoufnefs hath been opened by Chrift — into which all who 
enter, and purfue the journey of life in holinefs and good- 
nefs, and practife their whole duty in concord and harmony, 
are happy! Is any perfon faithful, doth he poffets the 
owers of communicating knowledge; 1s he endowed with 
diftinguifhed intelligence and judgment; 1s he in his daily 
practice chafte and temperate? — The higher his attain- 
ments are, the greater are his obligations to be humble, and 
not to ftudy his ow, but the wziver/al good. 


§ XLIX. He that hath the love of Chritt, let him keep 
the commandments of Chrift. What words can fully re- 
prefent the facred bonds of the divine benevolence and love! 
Who is there can do adequate juftice to its immenfity and 
excellence! The heigth to which benevolence exalts us 1s 
unutterable. Benevolence unites us to God. Benevolence 
covers a multitude of fins. Benevolence beareth all things, 
fupporteth every evil with ferene compofure. ‘There 1s no- 
thing illiberal in benevolence, nothing arrogant. Benevo- 
lence doth not caufe divifions, benevolence doth not kindle 
factious diffentions. All the chofen people of God were 
made perfect in benevolence. Where this is wanting, no- 
thing is acceptable with God. Through benevolence the 
Deity adopted us to himfelf for the love he had for us—for 
by the will of the Supreme Being, Jefus Chrift our Lord 
voluntarily fhed his blood for us, and furrendered up his 
flefh for our flefh, his lite for our lives. 


§ L. You fee, my brethren, how tranfcendently excel- 
lent and illuftrious benevolence is; fo that no words can 
fully reprefent its dignity and perfection. Who is worthy 
to be found invefted with this, except thofe whom God fhall 
deem worthy this honour. Let us, therefore, implore the 


Deity, that we may be adorned with this illuftrious wor- 
thinefs, 
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thinefs, that we may live in love, maintain an unfpotted 
character, and be divefted of all human partiality and pre- 
poffeffion. All the preceding generations, that have lived 
before us, have quitted the ftace of hfe; but thofe who 
through the divine favour had their other virtues crowned 
and perfected by benevolence, pofiels the manfions of the 
pious, and {hall make their appearance when Chrift defcends 
to vilit his kingdom. For it is written: Enter into thy 
apartments for a little fpace, till iny wrath and indignation 
feall have pajfed away, and I will remember the good day, and 
vile you up out of your graves. Blefled are we, my beloved 
brethren, if we practife the commands of Cai. united to 
each other in the bonds of /ove, in order that through love 

our fins may be forgiven us! For it is written: Blefed are 
thofe whofe tranferefions are forgiven, whofe fins are covered ! 
Bleffed is the man to whom the Lord tmputeth not fin, and in 
whofe mouth there is no deceit! This bleffednefs was derive 

upon us who were chofen of God through Jefus Chrift our 


Lord. To him be glory for ever and ever ! Amen. 


§ LI. Let us, therefore, implore the divine forgivenefs 
of any crimes, into which theie contentions have betrayed 
us. And they, who were the original authors of this fac- 
tious difcord and diffention ought to make the common 
hope their great object and aim. For they, who are pof- 
fefled with the principles of piety and benevolence, would 
rather /uffer in their own perfons than have their neighbours 
involved in fufferings, and feel the acuteft reproaches of 
their ow minds rather than violate that harmony and con- 
cord which Chriftianity hath fo ftriétly enjoined upon its 
profeffors. For it is better for a man to confefs his guilt 
than harden his heart, as theirs were hardened who excited 
a factious oppofition againft Mofes the fervant of God— 
whofe condemnation inftantly appeared, for they defcended 
alive into the grave, and were f{wallowed up in death. Pha- 
yaoh and his hoft, and all the governours of Eoypt, their 
chariots and horernen were, for 1 no other caufe, overwhelm- 
ed in the Red Sea and perifhed, but that their incorrigible 
minds were fteeled againit all conviction, and they remained 
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unconvinced after all the miracles and prodigies which God 
difplayed by his fervant Mofes. 


§ LIT. The Supreme, my brethren, is not indigent of 
any thing. He requires nothing from any rational being 
but that he fhould celebrate his praifes. For thus faith Da- 
vid his chofen fervant: §* I will pour forth my grateful ac- 
<* knowledgments before the Lord, this will pleafe him 
“ better than a young bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 
“Lee the poordee at and be clad.” And: again he faith - 
“© Offer unto God the facrifice of praife, and pay thy vows 
“© unto the Moft High. Call upon me in the day of trou- 
“* ble, and I will deliver thee, and thou fhale glorify me. 
“* "Phe facrifice of God is a broken {pirit.” 


§ LUT. You know, my beloved, you accurately know, 
the holy feriptures, and have carefully explored the oracles 
of God. Wherefore call thefe to your remembrance. When 
Mofes went up into the mount, and tafted and humbled 
himfelf forty days and forty nights, God faid to him: ‘* A- 
** rife Mofes, get thee down quickly from hence — for thy 
“= DEODIE, whom thou brouzhteft out of the land of Kgypr, 
‘< have committed wickedneis: they have foon tranfgrefie 
“¢ the way that [ marked out for them, and have made to 
‘¢ themfelves graven images. And the Lord faid unto him ; 
‘¢ T have fpoken unto thee various times, faying, I have 
‘© feen this people, and behold it is a ftiff-necked people : 
“© Tiet me therefore deftroy them, and blot out their names 
‘¢ from under heaven. And I will raile up unto thee a 
‘© oreat and wonderful nation, that fhall be much larger 
“© than this. But Mofes faid: Not fo, Lord! Forgive 
‘* now this people their fin: or if thou wilt not, blot 
‘“¢ me out of the book of the living.” O tranicendent 
benevolence and love! O peerlefs perfection of goodneis ! 
The fervant addreifes the Supreme Lorp with freedom 
and Jiberty, implores forgivenefs for the multitude; he 
even defires that he himielt miay be involved in the ge- 
neral deftruction : 


§ LIV, 
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’ § LIV. What generous, what compaffionate man is 
there among you? Let fuch an one make this publick 
declaration: Is this diffention, and difcord, and fepara- 
tion owing to me? — This moment I will depart; I 
will remove where-ever you will. Iam ready to do what- 
ever the congregation enjoins me to do — only let the 
flock of Chrift, with the Prefbyters who prefide over 
it, enjoy undifturbed tranquillity. — He that aéteth in 
this manner will fecure to himfelf great honour from God. 
Eevery place will receive fuch a voluntary worthy exile 
— for the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullnefs therecf. 
Yn this manner thofe, who reculate their lives accord- 
ing to the facred inititutions of God, have a¢ted, and will 
ever act. 


§ LV. Examples of this we may produce even from 
among the heatbeis. Many kings and princes, when a pe- 
ftilence hath raged, in obedience to the oracular refponfe 
have voluntarily furrendered themielves to death, to refcue 
their fubjects and citizens by their blood. Many have for 
ever abandoned their native cities, to extinguifh the flames 
of fedition. Many among you we know, who to ranfom 
others have gencroufly delivered up themfelves to bonds. 
Many have {pontancoully jubmitted their necks to fervitude, 
and fupported ethers by the miferable pittance they could 
earn. Many of the tender fex, ftrenethened by divine 
affiftance, have performed many heroic deeds. The re- 
nowned Judith, when the city was befieged, requefted the 
elders for permifion to go forth into the. camp of their 
enemies. FE’xpofing herfelf, therefore, to imminent danger, 
urged by the love of her country, and of the inhabitants 
who were in the laft diftrefs, fhe entered the camp, and 
the Lord delivered Holophernes into the hand of a wo- 
man! Not lefs diftinguifhed for her faith is Efther, who 
willinely rifked her own life to refcue the twelve tribes 
of Ifracl who were deftined to fpeedy deflruction. For 
in~fafting and humiliation fhe fervently fupplicated the 
eternal God, the omnifcient Lord of the univerfe, who, 
feeing the genuine humility of her foui, delivered the 
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people, for whofe fake fhe had expofed herfelf to fuch 
danger. : 


§ LVI. Wherefore let us intercede for thofe who have in- 
curred any guilt, that they may be endowed with humility 
and felf-abafement, to fubmit, not to us, but to the will of 
God. This difpofition will not only render them perfectly 
amiable in the fight of God, but fecure them the tender pity 
and compaffion of the faints. Let us employ, my beloved, 
that reprehenfion and reproof, which no one ought to refent. 
The admonition which we give one another, is extremely 
ufeful and falutary — for this unites us to the will of God. 
For thus faith the holy fcripture : ‘* The Lord corrected me, 
<¢ but he did not deliver me over unto death, For whom 
<< the Lord loveth, he chafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon 
«© whom he receiveth. The righteous, 7 faith, fhall in- 
«¢ ftruét me in mercy, but let not the oil of finners make 
«¢ fat my head.” And again it faith: ‘* Happy is the man 
‘* whom God correcteth ; therefore defpife not thou the 
«© chaftening of the Almighty. For he maketh fore, and 
‘« bindeth up; he woundeth, and his hands make whole. 
‘¢ He fhall deliver thee in fix troubles, yea in feven there 
‘© fhall no evil touch thee. In famine he fhall redeem thee 
‘© from death, and in war from the power of the {word. 
<¢ ‘Thou fhalt be hid from the fcourge of the tongue, neither 
«© fhalt thou be afraid of deftruction when it cometh. Thou 
_ fhalt laugh at the wicked and finners, neither fhale thou 
‘© be afraid of the beafts of the earth. The wild beatts 
© fhall be at peace with thee. Then fhalt thou know that 
«<< thy houfe fhall be in peace, and the habitation of thy 
«© ¢abernacle fhall not err. Thou fhale know alfo that thy 
«© feed fhall be great, and thy off-fpring as the grafs of 
‘© the earth. Thou fhalt come to thy grave as the ripe 
‘© corn, that is taken in due time, like as a fhock of corn 
«© cometh in, in its feafon.” You fee, my beloved, what a 
protection and guardianfhip is exercifed over thofe who are 
chaftened of the Lord — for a good God corrects us that 
we may be made wifer and better by his facred difcipline. 


§ XLVII, 


fo th CORINTHIANS. 349 


§ XLVII. You therefore, who firft lighted the flame of 
this diffention, fubmit yourlelves to the Vrefbyters, and be 
advifed to repent, humbling yourlelves in the profoundeft 
abafement. Learn fubmifiion, laying afide all arrogant and 
difdaintul virulence of language. For it is better tor you 
to fill fome of the loweft ftations in the fold of Chrift, than, 
vainly arrogating to yourfelves a proud fuperiority above 
others, to be expelled from its facred enclofure. For thus 
the divine wildom fpeaketh : ‘* Behold, I will pour out the 
** word of my Spirit upon you; I will make known my 
‘¢ fpeech unto you. Becaufe I called and you would not 
“ hear, I ftretched out my hands and you regarded not : 
** but you have fet at noughe all my counfel, and would 
‘< none of my reproof: JT alfo will laugh at your calamity, 
and mock when your fear cometh: when your fear com- 
‘* eth as defolation, and your deftruction as a whirlwind, 
when diftrefs and anguifh cometh upon you. Then fhall 
“© you call upon me, but I will not hear you ; the wicked 
*¢ fhall feek me, but they fhall not find me: For that they 
‘© hated knowledge, and did not feek the fear of the Lord. 
‘© They would not hearken unto my counfel, they defpifed 
‘© all my reproof. Therefore fhall they eat of the fruit of 


“* their own ways, and be filled with their own wicked- 
66 ne{s,”’ ww KK * 


§ LVIII. May the omnifcient God, the Lord of fpirits, 
and the governour of all flefh, who elected our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and us through him to be his peculiar people, endow 
every foul, that calls upon his moft glorious and holy name, 
with faith, reverence, peace, patience, long-fuffering, con- 
tinence, chaftity and fobriety, that he may fecure his favour 
and acceptance through our High-Prieft and Governour Je- 
fus Chriit, thro? whom, to his fupreme Majefty, be afcribed 
elory and greatnefs, power and honour, both now and thro’ 
all ages of time and eternity! Amen. 


§ LIX. Claudius Ephebus, Valerius Bito, with Fortuna- 
tus, whom we have difpatched to you, fend back to us in 
peace and joy, with all pofible expedition, that we may the 
| | iooner 
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fooner be informed that the concord and harmony, which is 
the object of our ardent prayers and wifhes, is reftored among 
you ; and that we may the fooner rejoice in the happy re- 
union and re-eftablifhment of your fociety.—May the tavour 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you, and with all every 
where, who are called of God through him. To the fupreme 
God, through Jefus Chrift, be glory, honour, power, ma- 
jetty, and everlafting dominion, through ail the revolving 
ages of time and eternity! Amen. | 


The End of CLEMENT ’s Epifile to the 
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